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DECLARATION OF TAYLOR MCKINNON 

I, TAYLOR MCKINNON, declare as follows: 

1. The facts set forth in this declaration are based on my personal knowledge 

and if called as a witness, I could and would competently testify thereto under oath.  As 

to those matters which reflect a matter of opinion, they reflect my personal opinion and 

judgment upon the matter. 

2. I currently reside in Flagstaff, Arizona.  One of the main reasons I chose 

Flagstaff for my home is due to its proximity to the Arizona Strip and the surrounding 

wilderness and natural areas. 

3. I have been employed by and a member of the Center for Biological 

Diversity (“the Center”) since 2007.  In my capacity as the Center’s Public Lands 

Campaigns Director I work to ensure that the country’s public lands are managed for the 

benefit of their species and ecosystems in a warming climate.  The Center is a non-profit 

organization committed to the preservation, protection, and restoration of native species 

and the ecosystems they depend upon.  Among many species, the Center advocates for 

protection and recovery of the desert tortoise and the California condor and the species’ 

habitat.  I rely upon the Center to represent my interests in protecting endangered species 

and their habitat.  Prior to joining the Center, I was a natural history and river guide in 

southeast Utah and worked as the Grand Canyon Trust's forest conservation director. 

4. I first visited the Arizona Strip approximately 10 years ago, and have since 

returned approximately a half-dozen times. I have visited the Grand Canyon-Parashant 

National Monument, the Vermillion Cliffs National Monument, the Kaibab Plateau, the 

Tuweep Wilderness, Mt. Trumbull, House Rock Valley, and many other areas in the 

Arizona Strip.  These visits have influenced me greatly, and my interest in the Arizona 

Strip, its wildlife, and natural beauty has increased with each successive visit.

5. I plan to return to the Arizona Strip frequently in the near future, most 

immediately on a trip I have planned for October to the Grand Canyon – Parashant 
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National Monument, specifically to the Grand Wash Cliffs Wilderness Area, Pakoon 

Wildlife Habitat Area and the Pakoon Spring restoration area, as well as the surrounding 

region.  I intend to visit many parts of these areas away from designated roads and trails 

and I will be specifically looking for desert tortoises to observe them and the health of 

their habitat. 

6. I particularly appreciate and take value from the wilderness character of the 

Arizona Strip, its remoteness and ruggedness, its expansive viewscapes unimpeded by 

evidence of humans and other development, and its intensely serene quietness. 

7. One of my hobbies is landscape photography.  I have traveled to the 

Arizona Strip to photograph its breathtaking and expansive vistas in the infinite varieties 

of light experienced throughout the year and even throughout a single day.  I plan on 

returning this fall to take more photos of this landscape and will return frequently in the 

near future. 

8. I derive strong recreational, aesthetic, scientific, professional, moral and 

spiritual benefits from visiting the Arizona Strip, from knowing that this public land 

continues to exist in its natural state and as a functioning and wonderous ecosystem, from 

observing endangered species, from recreating in their habitat, and from knowing that 

they live and thrive as and where they do. 

9. I have experienced first-hand the damage to the desert flora and the land 

caused by ORV tracks.

10. I have observed ORV use close enough to me to significantly disturb the 

quietness and solitude I had traveled to the Arizona Strip to experience. 

11. I have witnessed cattle grazing and observed the impacts to the desert and 

its plants caused by the grazing.  I’ve taken particular notice in the Arizona Strip of the 

degradation of native grasslands and their replacement with invasive species like 

cheatgrass, as well as the destruction of biological soil crusts facilitated by cattle grazing. 
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12. Both grazing and ORV use in the Arizona Strip has negatively affected my 

recreational and aesthetic enjoyment of the area.

13. One of my goals in traveling to the Arizona Strip has been to witness and 

observe California condors.  I have had the great fortune of being able to observe condors 

soaring overhead in the Arizona Strip.  These spectacular birds’ incredible wingspans, 

ancient-looking appearance, and gentle, beautiful soaring behavior invoke for me a deep 

appreciation and understanding of the landscape, the ecosystem, the winds and the 

weather of the Arizona Strip.  These experiences observing condors in turn have invoked 

in me a deeper understanding of my relationship to these natural places as well as to the 

larger region of northern Arizona and to Earth in general. 

14. I have read about the impacts of lead poisoning on condors and am aware 

that it is a major cause of the species not being able to exist independently, even in a 

place as rugged and wild as the Arizona Strip.  I am aware that lead poisoning from 

hunter-shot lead ammunition is the leading cause of mortality of the species and not only 

threatens to prevent the species from ever recovering but also has the potential to push it 

further towards extinction. I am deeply concerned for the future of this species, 

especially for its ability to continue flying free throughout the Arizona Strip and the 

surrounding lands and for my ability to continue to travel to the Arizona Strip to witness 

it in person. 

15. Although I have never seen a desert tortoise in the Arizona Strip, when 

traveling in the area I am acutely aware that I am in their habitat and that I am among 

them.  I have visited desert tortoise habitat and intend to visit this habitat again, with the 

hopes of one day witnessing this amazing creature.  But just knowing that they exist and 

are in close proximity is important to me and is an  important reason for why I visit the 

Arizona Strip. 

16. My interests are being harmed and face further harm due to the failure of 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
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