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Beverly Hills Law Building

424 South Beverly Drive

Beverly 1lills, California 90212-44 (4
Tel: (310)553-8533

Anomcys for Plaintiffs/Petitioners

C. D. Michel - SBN 144258
Joshua R. Dalc - SBN 209942
Tamara M. Rider - SBN 267951
MICHEL & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
180 East Ocean Bivd., Suitc 200
Long Beach, CA 90802
Telephone: (562) 216-4444

Fax: (562) 216-4445
cmichel@michellawyers.com

Attorneys for Plaintifls/Petitioners

818344779

To:15622164445

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF TH): STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

CENTRAL DISTRICT

ANTHONY MARIO ASSENZA, et al.,

Plaintiffs and Petitioners,
VS,

THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, ct al.

Dcfendants and Respondents.
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DECLARATION OF PAUL COHEN

I, Paul Cohen, declare as follows:

l. I veside in the City and County of Lox Angeles.

2. [am a licensed private investigator with over 30 years of experience. | primarily
deal with fraud, scxual abusc, thel, murder, and high profile cases. 1also work as a contact
between insurance carriers and various governmental agencies such as the Department of Tustice
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I am constantly exposed to criminals and other gang
members in my line of busincss and 1 have reccived credible death threats against me and my
family on numerous occasions. As part of my ling of business, 1 am required to oblain disercte
details about people and transactions and present my findings to either a federal or state
representative for cansideration. | am also cmployed by attomeys (o discover Facts about criminal
cases which range from murders to anmed robberies.

3. Belore residing i Los Angeles, | resided in Ventura County. | had a carry
concealed weapons license in Ventura County for at feast six years with no isstics or incidents.

4. When 1 moved back to LA County, I went to the Los Angeles Police Department’s
West Valley Community Police Station around July 2007 to obtain a carry concealed weapons
license. The West Valley Community Police Station did not have a tarry concealed weapons
license application available for me.

5. I then went to the LAPD’s main headquarters in Downtown Los Angeles. |
obtained a cairy concealed weapans license application at this station, The TAPD did not provide
me with a copy of the Los Angeles carry concealed weapons policy.

6. I submitted my carry concealed weapons license application, and its required
accompanying matenals, on September 18, 2007, On October 10, 2007, T called the LAPD and
spoke to Officer Dougherty. Officer Dougherty informed me that my application was under
review and that I should ¢cxpeet 10 reccive a response within 90 days.

7. I a letter dated December 4, 2007, the LAPD informed mc that my cany
conceualed weapons license application was denied. My application was denicd becausc they

alleged 1°did not provide convineing evidencee ol ¢lear and present danger to life or |] great bodily
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1 |[injury [.1" Attached hereto as Lxhibit A is a truc and accurate copy of December 4, 2007 denial

2 {[letier.

3 K. In a letter o the LAPD duted December 10, 2007, 1 requested that my application
4 || be revicwed by the Citizens Advisory Bourd Panel. | expressed that | had a credible need to be
5 |issued a carry conccaled weapons permit and explained that | maintained a carry concealed

6 || weapons permil in Ventura County for at least six years without any incident, Attached hereto as
Exhibit B is a truc and accurate copy of the December 10, 2007 letter 1o the 1. APD.

8 9. In a letter dated March 20, 2008 from the Citizens Advisory Review Panel, 1

¥ |received notice that my request o have the Pancl review my application was received and | was
10 fIscheduled to appear before the Panel on April 3, 2008. Attached hercto as Exhibit C is a true and
I'1 }laccurate copy of the March 20, 2008.
12 10. Tattended the April 3, 2008 Citizens Advisory Board Panel mecting. All cloven
13 |Imembers of the Panel told me that | should be approved by the LAPD to reecive a carry concealed
14 || weapons license. In a document catitled “Citizens Advisory Review Board Recommendation to
15 |[the Los Angeles Palice Department an Concealed Cany Weapans Permits for Residents of the
16 || City of Los Angeles,” the Pancl recommended that | be issued a cany concealed weapons licensc.
17 |[ They said “[glood cause exist|ed| because of applicant’s type of work and his exposure to
18 || criminals und other gany onented persons.” The Panel’s recommendation was sent o the LAPD
19 [Ishortly thereafter. Attached hereto as Exhibit [ is a true and accurate copy of the Panel’s
20 || recommendation,
21 11, Inaletter dated April 17, 2008, ) wrote the LAPD and enclosed a copy of my
22 {|fircarm training ccrtificatc as required by the LAPD. 1also further cxplaincd significant reasons
23 |{as to why my carry concealed weapon license application should he reconsidered. Tinformed the
24 || LAPD that thc cascs which I was working involved high protile cases relating to theft, armed
25 |{robhery, fraud, and murder. Threats against myscll and well as some participants in onc ol these
26 || lawsuits had been made. 1 explained that my employment placed my safety at risk and requested
27 |{that a carry concealed weapons license be issued to me to adequately defend mysclf. Attached

28 || hereto as Exhibit E is a true and accurate copy of the April 17, 2008 letter.
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12 In aletter dated Junc 26, 2008, the LAPD informed me for the sccond time that my
carry concealed weapons licensc application was denied.  Although the LAPD acknowledged that
the Punel recommended that 1 be issucd a carry concealed weapons license, and even after revicw
of my materials sent in April 2008, my requcst was still denied because the LAPD alleped that |
“did not provide convincing evidence of a clear and present danger to life or [] great bodily
injury[.]" Autached hereto as Exhibit F is a truc and accuratc copy of the June 26, 2008 denial
letter,

13, In an c-mail dated August 6, 200, 1 requested a face to tace meeting with Chict
Bratton to discuss the merits of my application. Aixa Garcia of the LAPD confirmed the reccipt
of my c-mail request that same day and indicated that the LAPD would get back (0 me within the
next [ew days with a response. Attached hereto as Exhibit G is a true and accurate copy ol the
August 6, 2008 ¢c-mail correspondence between me und Ms. Garcia.

14, On August 20, 2008, ! sent another c-mail to Ms. Garcia requesting a meeting with
Chick Bratton as 1 was currently involved in investigating two civil cases in which my safety was a
concem. In one of those cases, the anticipated danger was so high that 1 was required by the client
to install a tracking device on my vehicle in order to keep track of my last known lacation in the
event | did not check in with the client at the appomted time. Attached hereto as Exhibit H is a
irue and accurate copy of the August 20, 2008 c-mail.

15, Own August 27, 2008 1 called the LAPD and spoke to Detective Zunith. Detective
Zunith infarmed mic that Chicl Bratton had requested that my file be investigated und that 1 should
receive arcsponse within 10 days. On September 9, 2008, 1 called the LAPD and spoke 10
Dectective Zunith apain. The Deteetive told me that a response was duc that Friday (Sceptember 12,
2008) and that she would call me as soon as she recerved il On Septemnber 18, 2008 1 spoke o
Detective Zunith for the third time inguiring into the status of my meeting request. She intormed
my that the Chief was sending me 4 letter and if 1 did not receive it by September 25, 2008, 1
should call back and she would lax it to me.

16.  Inaletter dated September 17, 2008, the LAPD indicated that it had reviewed my

application for a carry concealed weapins license and my related correspondence. Howevet, the
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LAPD claimed that my rationalc still did not meet the LAPD's standards for the issuance of a
cary concealed weapons license. Therefore, my request for a meeting and tor reconsidceration of
my carry concealed weapons file was denied. Attached hereto as Exhibit “I” is a true and accurate
copy of the September 17, 2008 denial letter.

17, Atno time was T cver provided by the LAPD or City of Los Angeles a copy of the
written policics of the LAPD rcgarding the handling of an application for a carry concealed
wcapons license.

I dcclare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Calitfornia that the

foregoing is true and correet. IF called to testify, 1 would testify to the above facts.

Dated: April /7, 2011 ) //
(e ¢

““Paul Cohen
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Investigative Resources LLC.
Private Investigations

ispyinla@:ol.com

21781 Ventura Rouwtevard, Suite 505
Woedland lills, California 91364

Phone (R1R) 340.4779
Facsimile (818) 340-4773

FACIMILE TRANSMITTAL

To: |TAMARA M. RIDER From: | PAUL COHEN
FFax: 562 216 4445 Ph:)ne 562 216 4444
Date: |04/11/2011 Pages: | n

Re: SIGNED DECLARATIONS jCC:

(U Urgent [ For Review

(] Please Comment [ Please Reply

Please Nole: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or catity to whom it is addressed and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under upphicable law. If the reader of this message is
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notiticd that any dissemination, distribution or use of this communication 15 strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender by reply emait and also

delere the oripinal and any attached documentation. Thank you.
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