Reject anti-gun law, search
for an effective alternative

By C.D. Michel

HILE the pur-

ported ends of

Pasadena’s pro-

posed Saturday

Night special or-
dipance are commendable, the
ineants employed by thls ordi.
nance will nnt achleve those
ends.

This ordirance does not ad
dress the problem of guns in
the hands of crinnnals.
Tho;ﬁh disguised and profes
sionally promoted as a
“crimefighting” and “safely”
measure, the ordinance lhat
Pasadena is considering is a
mantifestation of the poiitical
agenda of several related antj-
gun groups. Their agenda is
1o ban handguns.

Tne legal challenges (o this
oidinance are far from ex-
hausted. Until now, our law
sult has been limited (o the
clty of West Hollywood and
has fncused on the pre-emp-
ton issue. We are not, howev-
er, imlted only to that law.
suit or that lssue

Firearms manufacturers are
Just now getting Involved, and
definitional problems are be-
ceming apparent. Anv attempt
to prosecute a dealer under
the srdinance will be fero.
ciousiy resisted

The attorney general's of
fice has repeatediy held that
local cities cannot enact this
law because only the state has
the authority 10 do su. The
Californta Legislatlve Counsel
has also stated that this spe
cific law is pre empted Ly the
state.

The ordinance contains a
voster of firearms designated
as Saturday Night specialy
That list will have 1o be cop-
stan'ly updated. Manufarty:
ers car and witl siimp!y

change thelr model numbers
to get around the law.

The federal Bureau of alco.
hol Tobacco and Firearms and
state Department of Justice
Statlstics show that less than
10 percent of the guns used in
crimes are bought in gun
stores The drug dealers and
gang members who meost olten
criminally possess a gun tead
to acqulre their guns Ulegally
— by stealing then, buying
them from non-licensed deal
ers or borrowing them from
friends.

Curiously, the Center to
Pravent Handgun Violence at
tached a state Denartinert of
Justice study 1o thelr amicas
brief in the West Holivwoo-
case that stated unrquivonally
Gt eriminals prefer large.al.
iber. high quality gurs The
overwhelming weapon of
choice among criminals Is the
Ymm semliautomatle handyun.
These guns typically cost g0
10 $700.

Toor people count un inex.
penslve guns as a means of
defendlng themselves and
thelr families

In these tight flscal e
the cliv's time, money and ¢
ergy could be more effvcnivey
spent In other ways Yourn
programs, increased police
and police technology, garg
infunctions, etc. are all be.np
successfully Implemented *o
Nght crime In other cities. we
urge the City Council 10 rejec:
this law in favor of samething
that will really make a djrop.
ence in reducing the ¢
use of firearms

CD Michel ts an g e
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