The public opinion forum where
Beverly Hills dukes out the issues

SHOULD GUN OWNERS HAVE A WAITING PERIOD
BEFORE PURCHASING A GUN?

PRO Assemblymember Sheila Kuehl

In the pust several years, the Cahforma Legisiawure
has cnacted a puinber of bills esabliching modest and
senable gun regulauony

Guns are dangerous . Guans

have monciany value Guns are fethal and congceatable
Several reasons exast for reasonable limirs on the use of
puns and that v why | favor Turther enactiment of feps:

lation refated to regulanion. ficensing of those who are

planning to use guns. and winting penods beloe guns
My be ansterred froom ooselter 1o a buyer

Let me begin by addressamg woating pencds . Guns shoukl not be impulse
buys A responsible pun owner waill planan advance tomvest o tireann dn the
tes dass regoired by asenaibic wating prood fas law ontercomont can scieen
oul a prospective gun owacr who s oa careet cramnal o amentally unstable
whether they ae busing the vun at astore o ot pun show This and of war
muhes o hag dedterence oo the pobho amd oo salets A gun shoudd neses be
acgurred 1 the beat of passion oan’timagane o single legal puipose Tor own
iy a gun ot could be thwarted by asenvable waring penod

In the same way, Dok vy nnportant o distance vurselves from fevered
rhetonie in consdering the registration o guns Law entorcement reasonabhy
needs o know which guns belong with which legat owners We register cars for
a number of reasons o find them agwn in case of theft and. should they be
imvolved i the comnssion of a conme, 1o irace tham to then fast fegal owner as
a means fo conneet the car o the perpetrators of the crime Public salety waith be
served by regisiraton

Fmally, am also a strong advocate of heenang the users of guns This1v a
pure safety issue We dicense car owners for the same reason that we should
hicense gun owners potentially dangerous cquipment should ondy be operated
hy people who have demonstrated therr abibity to handie the tasks involved

108 clear o all of us that while the issues mvolved in gun ownership touch on
deep noral and ideolowical questions about the nature of our socety, about safe-
1y and freedom and fear, the practicahties for responsible gun ownership and
controf are potn my opinion, all that complex 1t reasonable Tor a society to
require thal gun purchases be preceded by background checks on the gun buyver
10 venfy the buver s competency and fegal history i ressonable that we are
aware of the owner of guns, Just as we knpow the omner of i car 10 reasonable
1o reguire that gun operators are tinnned and heensed Many gun omners, atong
with people who waould neser buy a gun. can and do support these pohicies
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Even before Congress approved the Brady Biitin 1993
faws delaying handgun purchases funposed i 24 stge<
were afready hnown 1o have no eltect on come Dunng
TR the most recent year of Jats avatable when the
Brady Bl was passed. Cabtornia the state wath the mow
restichive waring penod faw V1S das s onult birearo sates
et and prevate) had total viofent crime and muarder rates
SR and 449% tavher, respectively, than the rates tor the
rest of the conntes Among U S aines. Los Angeles hind

the third heghest number of violent cormes 1% 704,
ictuding the second tighest sumber of murdess 18 0760 Blame gangs and diaes

Both the Depariment of Justive and Sarahy Brady. Charr of Hundgun Contol g
CHCT, have admitied that o warting persed s ot a panacea 10y oot gorny o stop
Comes ol passien o douy elated crome T HOT has attampted togostits ine fw onthe
hasts ot handyun puichase denabs alone not on the puimber of preventod ciones,
whether arames of passion o otherwise

i June 1998 the Burcau o Justice Statsiios reledsed g report nn birear transa
tons nahonw ide  mdicating that 69 000 handgun purchase dennaly ad oo urred
naboawide 1n 1997 The tipure was lor the entre couniry, though onfy T4 states
rerman subject to the Acts Tnve dis waling peniod  And the Higure win Tor ol
dennits not onbs those Jue 1o criminal records and asest warrants Nevertheless
Presndent Chnton immediately clammed that the Brady Act stops “hundreds of thou
sands of felonsy Tagitives, and stalkers Trom buyving handguny every vear ™

Wathen days the Indranapodis StaNews reported that BES had evestated bs mose
than 130074 the nuwmber of handgun putchases that were blocked i Indvana o 1097
The Wall Sireet Journal ook the President 1o task. writing that "The Chnton admin
istration i~ Lauding the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act of 1993 .. but e
clanms about the fuw's etfects are bogus  Gun-control Tuws fike all fanws govern
ing private conduct, ultimatedy rest on the trustworthmess of our pohiical leaders
Faers lte or deception that government officiabs use 1o justily these faws undermine
there legimacy The Clinton administrations record on the Brady Act seems cus
toin-made 10 mavinuze aiizens distrust of Washington ™

Onty 77 ot armed career crannals obtan fircarms from hcensed gun shops
Wating periods do not cut oft 1o prolibited purchisers all avenues 0 handguns Anc
85% of police chiefs believe that the Brady Act waiing penod has not stopped cnim
inals from obtinming handguns Even anti-gun researcher David McDowell conclud
ed that “waiting peniods have no mfluence on esther gun homicides or gun suicides
Likewise, the General Accountuing Offce studied the Brady waiing peniod and con
uded "Brads may not directly resubt in measurable reductions o gun-related
crimes’

Uinbike waiting peonds, an “nsant Cheeh ol o pun buver s background usualh
lasts a matter of muputes Thuy when a person prohibited Trom possessing friccarm
atiempis 1o bus a fuearm he s deothed by pobce while on the premises A law
abading Citizen, heweser can exeronse the night 1o purchase lirearms without delay
an issue abways of prinaple and someumes ol bie and death

Victm disarmuunent groups oppose the use of Nircaans tor protestion and rewil
want woarhing penods o comphicae the process of busing o gun and theretore dis
suade s people Trom buving one dnstaet Check eagbles it peeon whe needs
vt for protechion o acgnre one guaickhy sasime fives

For itatons andd fuother anlonmation yeat
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Covil Rights Attornes Chuck Michel was formerly a criminal prosecutor and Staf

Counsel o the "Christopher Commussion. ™ He 15 a spokesman for the California Kifl
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