


1 DECLARATION OF MICHAEL S. HELSLEY

2 I, Michael S. Helsley, declare as follows:

3 1. I am a shareholder of the law firm of Wanger Jones Heisley PC, located in Fresno,

4 California, and have practiced here since 1998. I am an attorney admitted to the practice of law

5 before the courts of the State of California. I have personal knowledge of the facts contained in

6 this declaration and, if called as a witness, am competent to testify to those facts.

7 2, In 1994, I graduated from the University of California Santa Barbara, wherein

8 obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree in Law and Society. In 1997, I graduated from Northeastern

9 University School of Law in Boston, Massachusetts. I am a member of the American, California

10 and Fresno County Bar Associations. I am the head of the Employment Litigation practice group

11 at Wanger Jones Helsley. I specialize in all phases of civil litigation, focusing primarily in the

12 areas of wage and hour class actions, race, gender, national origin and disability discrimination

13 cases, sexual harassment cases, breach of contract, wrongful termination, and other employment

14 matters. I have has successfully tried jury cases verdict, and have been continuously recognized as

15 a “Super Lawyer” by the Northern California Super Lawyer magazine.

16 3. As a result of my litigation backgrouiui and my work on attorney’s fees matters, I

17 am familiar with the prevailing market rates for skilled and competent attorneys in the Fresno,

18 California legal community for trial work.

19 4. At my firm, the normal rates of attorneys with five years of civil litigation

20 experience ranges from $250.00 per hour, and goes up to $495.00 per hour, for the most

21 experienced partner at my law firm. These rates are consistent with the rates charged by

22 comparable attorneys in the Fresno, California community.

23 5. My firm’s billing rates are charged to and paid by fee-paying clients of my firm and

24 by defendants through court awards and settlements. They are also the rates my firm claims in fee

25 applications in fee-shifting cases.

26 6. I am aware of the nature of this case and have reviewed the hourly rates being

27 charged by each of Plaintiffs’ attorneys and their respective experience levels. In my professional

28 opinion, these rates are quite reasonable and within the market range for comparably qualified and
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1 experienced attorneys handling comparable litigation in Fresno, California.

2 7. C.D. Michel’s hourly rate of $395 is particularly justified because he has practiced

3 law for more than 25 years, he is the managing attorney at one of the largest firearms law practices

4 in the nation, and has litigated countless civil cases. Mr. Michel is a highly respected attorney in

5 civil litigation and is an acknowledged expert in firearms law. It is thus my opinion that Mr.

6 Michel’s hourly rate is reasonable for an attorney of his reputation, experience, and background,

7 practicing in Fresno, California.

8 8. Joseph A. Silvoso’s hourly rate of $300 is justified because he has practiced law

9 for eight years, during which time he has advised individuals and businesses on how to comply

10 with complicated gun regulation schemes, provided criminal defense representation, advised

II individuals on firearm-rights restoration, and provided analysis of proposed firearm- and

12 ammunition-related bills in the Legislature. It is thus my opinion that Mr. Silvoso’s hourly rate is

13 reasonable for an attorney of his experience and background, practicing in Fresno, California.

14 9. Sean A. Brady’s hourly rate of $275 is a reasonable rate for Fresno, California

15 associate attorneys in their seventh year of practice. Mr. Brady’s practice has been primarily

16 dedicated to matters involving state and federal firearm laws. He has litigated and assisted in

17 litigating various civil rights lawsuits concerning Second Amendment and other constitutional

18 rights violations in various phases of both trial and appellate proceedings. It is thus my opinion

19 that Mr. Brady’s hourly rate is reasonable for an attorney of his experience and background,

20 practicing in Fresno, California.

21 10. Anna M. Barvir’s hourly rate of $250 is a reasonable rate for Fresno, California

22 associate attorneys in their fifth year of practice. During her five years, Ms. Barvir has primarily

23 focused on matters involving local, state, and federal firearm laws. She regularly advises

24 individuals and firearm businesses regarding statutory and regulatory compliance matters and

25 litigates constitutional legal challenges to firearm laws. It is thus my opinion that Ms. Barvir’s

26 hourly rate is reasonable for an attorney of her experience and background, practicing in Fresno,

27
L

California.

28 11. By obtaining complete success and obtaining full compliance by Defendants with
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1 the requirement of the California Administrative Procedure Act for the promulgation of

2 regulations implementing the Firearm Safety Certificate Program and firearm safe-handling

3 demonstrations, Plaintiffs and their attorneys have performed a great public service. In my

4 professional opinion, the fee award should recognize the important and broader consequences of

5 Plaintiffs’ attorneys work, just as the private legal marketplace would recognize it.

6 1 declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the

7 forgoing is true and correct.

8 Executed August, 2015 at Fresno, California

10 Michael S. Helsley
Declarant

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

4
DECLARATION OF MICHAEL S. HELSLEY



1 PROOF OF SERVICE

2 I, Laura Quesada, am employed in the City of Long Beach, Los Angeles County,
California. I am over the age eighteen (18) years and am not a party to the within action. My

3 business address is 180 East Ocean Blvd., Suite 200, Long Beach, California 90802.

4 On August 25, 2015, I served the foregoing document(s) described as:

5 DECLARATION OF MICHAEL S. HELSLEY IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION
FOR ATTORNEYS’ FEES

6
on,the interested parties in this action by placing

7 { j the original
[Xj a true and correct copy

8 thereof enclosed in sealed envelope(s) addressed as follows:

9 Mr. Jeffrey Rich
Deputy Attorney General

10 l300IStreet
Sacramento, CA 95814

11
— (PERSONAL SERVICE) I caused such envelope to delivered by hand to the offices of the

12 addressee.

13 Executed on

_________,

2015, at Long Beach, California.

14 X (OVERNIGHT MAIL) As follows: I am “readily familiar” with the firm’s practice of
collection and processing correspondence for overnight delivery by UPS/FED-EX. Under

15 the practice it would be deposited with a facility regularly maintained by UPS/FED-EX for
receipt on the same day in the ordinary course of business. Such envelope was seale&and

16 placed for collection and delivery by UPS/FED-EX with delivery fees paid or provided for
in accordance.

17
Executed on August 25, 2015, at Long Beach, California.

18
X (STATE) I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that

19 the foregoing is true and correct.

20 — (FEDERAL) I declare that I am
court at whose direction the
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