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• • 
I, Kathy Hood, declare as follows: 

1. Last year, my son, Roger Young Jr., became homid,de victim number 57 in San 

Francisco for 2004, after being shot twice in the back of the head by a handgun. I submit this 
• 

declaration in support of Proposition H, and in support of the City's Opposition to the Petition for a 

Writ of Mandate. 

2. Inthe early moming of July 24th, 2004, I received a call from Roger's friend. The 

friend said that she had heard gunshots from a residence where Roger had just entered on Plymouth 

Avenue in Ingleside. 

3. I immediately called the Taraval Police Station to tell then who I was and what I 

heard. They instructed me to go to San Francisco General Hospital to see my son, 

4. I went with my husband to the hospital. The staff told us that they did not lrnow , 
where Roger was, and they told us to wait. 

5. . , We waited for about five hours at the hospital, not knowing what had happened to 

Roger. During this rime various family members arrived. We called all of Roger's friends to try 

and find out if they had seen him. We even called CityTow to ask about Roger's car. CityTow 

told us that they had Roger's car, but that it had been put on a "homicide hold." 

6. As we were getting ready to leave the hospital we overheard two hospital staff 

members discussing a shooting incident. One of tile staff members told the other one that there had 

been a shooting in a residence on Plymouth Avenue, that two people were in surgery, and that a 

third person was killed at the scene. 

7. At this point we began to assume that Roger had been killed, but my family and I 

rushed to the Taraval Police Station to fmd out for sure. When I walked into the police station and 

identified myself, the officer in the reception area said, "M'aam, I'm really sorry but your son didn't 

make it." 

8. I do not remember what happened after that, other than hearing my sister screaming 

in the background. The next thing I remember is that I was back in the car in the police station 

parking lot. Two homicide inspectors came to the car and explained to me what happened. 
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1 9. 1 was told that Roger bad gone to ll. mend's hOuse on Plymouth Avenue. When he 

2 arrived, a burglary was taking place. The robbers had l1lJlSaC1r.:ed the upstail'$ and down.uairs areas 

3 of the house. They had shot and killed ROler's mend, and shot ~ woman who was visiting there as 

4 well. The woman S\lrVivcd but is pennancntly disaliled. 

5 

6. 

7 

8 

10. The police told me they believed the robbers were leaving the hOuse when. Roger 
, , . 

came to the door. They shot Roger twice to the back of the bead. The klllers have not been f01.\l1d. 
, • I I , 

11. Before he died, Roger lived with his fiance; Loill.Brandon., and their daughter, Kelani 

Young. Roger and Lois were supposed to bemamed on July 25'\ 2004 - the day after he ·was 

9 murdered. 

10 12. Kelani is three yem old. Since Roger WIIS killed, I ha\lc been helping Lois mise 
, , 

11 Kelani. Kelani is still aSlOng for her father, more than a year after his death. 

12 13. Roger was my only son. and I raised him on my own. His death hu changed my 

1 J enti~ Ufe. I often feel paranoid and have difficulty being in cmwdll. Although I pw up in San 
I Ii. 

14 Francisco, and although my family is still there, ) now live in the East Bay and am a..fraid to return 

IS to the City. 

16 14. Since my son's death, Lhave bad terrible difficulties at work, and have been forced 10. 
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change jobs stWeral times. Now I work as a welfare eligibility worker ill the City IIIld Co1.\l1ty of 

San Francisco Human Services Agency. I help needy parents with· children obtain benefits from 

the Aid for Families with Dependent Children proJIlml. 

Sometimes, helping these families reminds me of my blessings because I am working with 

people who are less fortunate. OtMr times, it j, difficult fm: mc to work with families with 

children because it reminds me th3t I lost my son. Bllt I plan to stick with my job and do the best r 

can. r am hoping God is using me and my experience to help families with children to bettcc 

appreciate their blessings_ 

Executed January J!L 2006, in San Francisco, California. 
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