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This report contains a series of tables and figures that
describe homicide patterns and trends in the United
States from 1980 through 2008. It also includes overall
honiicide rates for 2009 and 2010 (for which detailed
data are not yet available).

Data in this report are from the FBI's Supplementary
Homicide Reports (SHR}, unless otherwise noted. The
SHR Program of the FRBI collects yearly supplementary
homicide data regarding homicides committed in the
United States. Statistics in this report detail homicide
trends by age, sex, and race, including homicides of
children under age 5 and of persons age 65 or clder. It
examines the relationship between the victim and the
offender, particularly in cases of intimate and family
homicide. The report also examines rultiple victim
and offender homicides, circumstances surrounding the
death, justifiable homicides, law enforcement officers
killed, hormicides cleared, and homicide trends by city
size and weapon use.

These data may differ slightly from previously published
versions because of updates to the data file, changes to
the imputation methods used, and refinements in the
analyses. (See Methodology for more information on the
imputation methods used in this report.) In addition,
analyses presented here include data from 1980 through
2008 only. This modification was made, in part, to
reflect revisions in the SHR in 1980.

The SHR are available at the National Archive of
Criminal justice Data, Spreadsheets used to generate the
figures in this report are available on the BJS website,

BJS
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FIGURE 1 e Long term trends and patterns
Homitide victimization rates, 1950-2010 . . .
Rate et 100,000 In the last decade {since 2000) the hemicide rate declined to
1Y e e e, levels tast seen in the mid-1%60s
W~ B The homicide vate doubled from the cacly 19605 to the late
8- 15703, increasing from 4.6 per 100,000 U.S, residents in 1962
10 9.7 per 100,000 by 1979 (figure 1), (Sec Methodology for
6 information on rate calculations. )
47 ]

0
1950 460 1970 19D 19M0 N0 XD

Wate: Oata are based an annual ectenates af hoerdcide fam
presmushy published wersivns of Crkme b the Unkted Sy, Daa
Tar 1985 16 1S mAast updmed hoemicida estimates from Crime
in the Uaired Srates, 2008 Data fer 2009 and 2010 reflecn vpdaced
barnli o estimates from Crime i the drired Sfates, 2000,

Sewrce: FBI, Linitarm Covne Reporis, 1950 241,

FIGURE 2
Hurnber of hamicide victims, 1950-2810
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In: 1980 the rate peaked at 10.2 per 100,000 and subsequengly feil
to 7.9 per 100,000 in 1984,

The rate rose again in the late 19803 and early 19905 to another
peak in 1941 of 9.8 per 100,004

The homicide rate declined sharply from 9.3 homicides per
106,000 in 1952 to 4.8 homicides per 100,000 in 20E0.

The number of homicides reached an all-time high of 24,703
homicides in 19%1 then fell rapidly to 15,522 homicides by
1999

® The number of hemicides increased steadily from the early 19505

until the mid-1970z (figure 2),

m Between 1999 apd 2008, the number of homicides remained

relatively constant, ranging from a low of 15,552 homicides in
15949 to a high of 17,030 homicides in 2006. These homicide
numbers wete still befow those reported in the 19703, when the
number of reported homicides first rose above 20,008 (reaching
20,710 in 1974),

Hemicide Trends in the United States, 1280- 2008
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The demographic characteristics of homicide victims and
offenders were different from the characteristics of the general
populatian

Based on available data from 1980 to 2008 —

B Blacks were disproportionately represented as both homicide
vickims and offenders. The victirnization rate for blacks (27.8
per 10£1,{H0} was & times higher than the rate for whites (4.5 per
134,000}, The offending rate for blacks (34.4 per 100,000 was almost
8 times higher than the rate for whiles {4.5 per 100,000) (table 1}.

W Males represented 77% of homicide victims and nearly 904 of
offenders. The victimization rate for males (11.6 per 100,008)
was 3 times higher than the rate for females (3.4 per 100,000}
The offending rate for males (15.1 per 100,000) was almost 9
tines higher than the rate for females (1.7 per 100,000].

m Approximately a third (34%} of murder victims and almost half
{49%) of the offenders were under age 25. For both victims and
offenders, the rate per 100,000 peaked in the 18 to 24 year-old
age group at 17.1 victims per 100,080 and 29,3 offenders per

100,600,
TABLE1
Victims and affenders, by demegraphic group, 1980-2008
Percentof— Rate per 100,000
Yictims Qffenders  Population  Victims  Offenders
Todal 10 100% 1% 74 g3
Age
Lingler 14 4 B% 0.5% 0% 13 &2
14-17 51 106 58 13 150
18-24 244 375 06 121 %3
1h-34 87 28.0 154 137 149
35-9% il8 171 I 40 6.7
564 B3 49 w7 45 7
&5 or oldar 5.1 16 113 EX | 11
Sex
Wale To5% 80.5% 480% 115 151
Fermile B 105 511 34 1.7
Race
White 503% 4535 Lrdes 45 43
Black 474 525 126 74 44
fther* 23 21 44 LK 41
*Dchey face incldes Arerican [nd and, Hative Alaskbns, Asisns, Mative Hawaijians, and ather Pagific
klarders.

NOVEMBER 2G11 3
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FIGURE 3
Homicide victimization rates, by age,
1980-2008
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Homicide offending rates, by age,
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Trends by age

Young adults had the highest homicide victimization and
offending rates

B Homicide victimization rates for teens and young adults
inereased rapidiy in the late 1980s and early 1990s, peaking in
1993 at 12 homicides per 100,000 for teens and 24 & homicides
per 100,000 for young aduks.

B The homicide victimization rate for children under age 14 was
the lowest of all age groups, peaking in 1993 at a high of 2.2
homicides per 100,000, By 2004, this rate had declined to the
lawest Jevel recorded— L4 homicides per 100,000 —and remained
stable through 2008 st 1.5 homicides per 100,000 (figure 3}.

B The homicide victimization rate for teens {14 to 17 years old}
increased almost 150% irom 4.9 homicides per 100,000 in
1985 1o 12.0 hornicides per 100,000 in 1993, Since 1993, the
victimization rate for teens has declined to 5.1 homicides per
100,000,

B I 2008, young adults (18 to 24 years old) experienced the highest
homicide victimization rate (13.4 hemicides per 100,000),

B Inthe carly 19805, 25 to 34 year-olds had the highest homicide
victimization rate—18.6 homicides per 100,000, By 2008, this
rate had failen to 10.7 homicides per 100,000, 2 42% reduction,

® Homicide victimization rates for adults ages 35 to 49 and 50 oc
older have remained stable gince 1999 at between 5.7 and 5.9
homicides per 100,000 for adults ages 35 to 49 and between 2.5
and 2.7 homicides per 100,000 for adults ages 50 or older.

Homicide offending rates followed a pattern similar to
victimization rates

® The offending rates for teens (14 to 17 years old) and young
adulrs {18 to 24 years old) increased dramatically in the late
19805 while the rates for older age groups declined {hgure 4).

& From 1380 to 2008, vounp adults {18 to 24 years old) have
consistenlly had the highest offending rate. This rate nearly
doubled from 1985 to 1993, going from 22.1 offenders pet
100,000 young adults to 43.1 offenders per 100,000

B Since 1993, the offending rate for 18 to 24 year-olds has declined
to 24.6 offenders per 100,060 in 2008,

® The offending rale for teens (14 to 17 years old) increased
substantially from 10.4 offenders per 100,000 in 1985 to 30.7
offenders per 100,000 by 1993, After 1993, the rave fell so much
that by 2000, the offending tale for teens was near its 1985 level,
at 9.5 offenders per 103,000,

B ‘The oifending rates for adults ages 35 to 49 and 50 or clder have
veinained relatively stable since 2000, at between 4.8 and 5.1
offenders per 100,000 for adults age 35 to 49 and between 1.3
and 1.5 offenders per 100,000 for adults age 50 or older.

Hemicide Trends in the Urited States, 1380- 2008
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After many years of decline, the average age of both victims
and offenders has leveled oiff
The average age ol—

m victims fell from 341 years in 1980 to 31.3 years in 1994, then
increased to 32,7 years by 2008 (figure 5)

B offenders Fell fram 259.6 years in 1980 to 26.4 years in 1994, then
increased to 28.% years in 2008

B borh offenders and victims increased slightly in recent years, vet
remained Jower than they were prior to the late 19805,

The aga distribution of homicide victims and offenders
differed by type of homicide

From 1980 to 2008—
m A guarter of the victims (24%) of gang-related homicides were

FIGURE 5
Averafja aga of homicide victims and
offenders, 1980-1008
Mean age
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FIGURE &
Percent of homicides inwhich affender was
known to victim, by age of victlm, 1980-2008

under age 18. Juveniles were also a fifth (19%) of persons killed Percent
by family members, and they represented more than a quarter T = ommmr e e e -
{28%) of persons killed by arson or by poison (table 2} #
m Victims age 50 or older were 39% of workplace homicide victims &
and 34% of victims of homicide by poison. i -
Younger victims were mare likely than older victims to know H
the offender [figure &) @
BoMwW 20 3 40 50 &0 F0 S0 oD %6+
Age of victim
TABLE 2
Homicide type, hy age, 19802048
Yictims Offenders
Total Under16  18-24 3549 sboraolder Total Under1ga  18-34 2549  Soralder
Al hervicides 10 166 35.2% 1 E% 14.0% 100% 11.0% 55, 5% 172.1% 6.5%
Yictim/oifender
relationship
frtimate 10086 1.3% 48,50 336% 16.6% 1CH % 1.0% 4711% 34. 7% 17.2%
Farniby 100% 143 328 264 g 1(H% 6.1 55 75 159
Infarits 1004 100 100%: 74 812 12 11
Elcbers 100% 100 100% 9.4 478 207 221
Circumstanoes
Feluny murder 18P T.5% 45.2% 2. M0 L1% 1(HI % 14.6% 12.7% 10.7%, 20
Sexrelated 1004 184 453 18.2 181 1tH& 9.7 EER 152 18
Crru sedated 1P 54 ma 0.: s 100% 10.8 764 1.5 13
Gang related 10074 137 656 f.2 13 1418 60 i 16 0.:
Argument 1004 5 56,2 6.3 14 1(H in &7 23N 8.2
Workplaca 18X 08 67 EX% ELE 100% 28 136 280 156
Weapon
Gun hemicide 160P E1% 50.7%% 22K 103% 1 (0% 1225 659% 13.1% f.5%
Arsoen 100% 79 26,4 20.4 252 1005 10,6 5T 244 15
Prson 1P BH ng 16,6 EER. ] 100% ig 83 294 175
Multiple victims or
offenders
mubripde victims 164 T7.5% 47,0 19.3% 158% 1(H 9.5% 66 5% 19.3% 30%
tuftiple offerders 10 04 584 18,2 120 100 we JA1 I 13

NeAg: DLkl riy Pt 5Um 1o facal e te reanding. The peecardages oF siclimioffender fationships are basad £n the £3,1% of homicides Fom Hﬁd 1hroagh 258 for which the

NOVEMBER 2011 3
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FIGURE 7
Numker of homicides of children under age
5, by race of victim, 1980-2008
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FIGURE 3
Homicide victimization rates for children
under age 5, by race of victim, 1950-2008
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FIGURE ¢
Homicides of children under age 5, by age of
victim, 1%80-2008
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CHILDREN UNDER AGE 5

The homicide rate for children under sge 5 has remained
stable ar declined for all racial groups

® The mumber of homicides of children under age 5 declined
between 1993 and 2006, but increased In 2007 and 2008 (Haure 7).

Homicide rates for—

# hlack children under ape 5 declined 36% between 1993 and
2008, dropping from 11.3 homicides per 100,000 in 1993 to 7.2
homicides per 100,000 in 2008 (fAgure 8).

m black children under age 5 have remained substantially higher
than rates for white children er children of ather races.

m white children under age 5 remained relatively stable between
1980 and 1990, with an average rate of 2.4 homicides per
100,000. The rate rase to 1.8 homicides per 100,600 by 1595, then
dropped down ta 2.1 homicides per 100,000 in 2006. Since 2006
the rate has vizen slightly to 2.3 homicides per 100,000 in 2008,

In general, the younger the child, the greater the risk for being
the victim of a hamicide (figure 3)

® Throughout the 28-year period from 1980 to 2008, infants under
1 year of age had the highest homicide victimization rate of all
children under age 5.

Hemicide Trends in the United States, 1980-20048
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A parent was the perpetrator in the majority of homicides of
children under age 5 (figure 10
Of all children under age 5 murdered from 1980 through 2008-—

® 3% were killed by a parent—33% werte killed by their fathers
and 30% were killed by their mothers (table 3)

B 23% were killed by male acquaintances
B 5% were killed by female acquaintances
W 7% were killed by other relatives

m 3% were killed by strangers.

Of children under age 5 killed by someone other than their parent,
80% were killed by males {not shown).

TABLE 2
Offender relationship to child victim under age 5, 1980-2{H8
All Frlendf
Sexofoffender  relationships = Parent  Otherfamily acqualntange Siranger
Al offenters 100%: B3% i 2B% 3%
Male 6% % A% 3% %
Female 38 W E] 5 1

Mtt: Dasl iy et Sumrs 18 1808] due L reurding. Pereerlages s based on the §3,1% of
kovnieldes fram 1560 throagh 2006 for which the vicrimdaMerder relatioaships were ko,

Maost of the victims and offenders of homicides involving
¢hildren under age 5 were male

Since 1980, the nomber of hemnicides involving male children under
ape o—

& Lilled by male offenders increased dramatically in the early
19505 before deopping 1n 1997 (figure 11]

B iollowed a similar pattern for female victims killed by male
offenders, although the changes were less pronounced.

For additicnal information on this topic, see the B]S publication
Child Victimizers: Violent Offenders and Their Victims (NC] 153258,
B]S Web, March 1994],

NOVEMBER 2011
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FIGURE 10
Homicides of children under age 5, by
relationship with the offender, 1980-2005
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FIGURE 11
Number of homicides of children under age
5, by sex of victim and offender, 1580-2008
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FIGURE 1 ;
Number of homiddes of persons aga 65 or
older, hy sex of victim, 1980-2008
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FIGURE 13 -
Homicide victimizatlon and offending rate
for persons age §5 or older, 1580-2008
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ELDERS AGE 65 OR OLDER

For the elderly (65 ar older), both the number of homicides
and the homicide victimization rate declined from 1980 to
2000 and then stabilized

B About 5% of all homicide victims belween 1980 and 2008 were
elderly.

B Between 1530 and 2008, males accounted for nearly 6 out of 10
homicide viclims age 65 or older.

B Since 2000 the number of homicides involving elderly males (age
5 or older) has increased slightly, while the number involving
elderly fernales has decreased (figure 12}

® The homicide victimization and offending vates for persons age 65
or older have been relatively stable since 2001, ranging from 1 high
of 2.1 victims and 0.4 offenders per 10,000 in 2003 to 3 low of 1.7
victims and 0.6 offenders in 2007.

m In 208, both victimization and ofending rates for persons age 65
ot older remained low at 1.8 victims and 0.7 offenders per 100000
{figure 13,

Older homicide victims ware more likely 1o have been killed
during a felany than younger victims [Fgure 14}

Homicides committed during a felony were those that occurred in
conjunction with a serions erime, usually punishable by at least one
year in prizon, such as rape, robbery, burglary, or arson.

B Benween 15980 and 2008, the pereentape of homicides that
gocurred during a felony was higher for elderly homicide victims
age €5 or older than for hemicide victims of other ages.

B Among marder victims ages 20 to 40, the percentage of
homicides committed during a felony was relatively stable,
ranging from 17.7% to 19.3% of all homicide victims in this age
group.

B Among murder viclims age 40 or older, the proportion of
homicides committed during a felony began increasing,
aceounting for 32.8% of homicides of 64-year-old victims and
40.3% of homicides of 76-year-old victims.

Homicide Trends in tha United States, 1980- 2008
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Trends by sex FIGURE 15

Most victims and perpetrators in homicides were male (table 4)

TAEBLE 4
Homicide offenders and victims, by sex, 1980-2008
Ylctin/affender ralaianship Perent
Total 10
tale offender/male wictim 67 B%
e ofenderfernale victim 210
Female offender/reale victirn 90
Femala offendertfemale victim 2.k

Tare: Percernages are based oo the 63.1% af heerdrided fram 1580 thréogh 208 b which the
wictimsefender relationships weee knewn,

Victimization rates for both males and females have been
relatively stable since 2000

m Miales were nearly 4 times move likely than females to be
murdered in 2008 {Agure 15).

o The homicide viclimization rate for both males and females was
at its highest in 1980—16.1 homicides per 100,008 for mates
and 4.5 homicides per 100,000 for females. By 2008, the rates for
both groups had fallen, reaching 8.5 homicides per 100,000 for
males and 2.3 homicides per 100,000 for females.

Homicide offending rates for both males and females followed
the same general pattern as homicide victimization rates

# Males weie 7 times more likely than females to commit murder
in 20038 (figure 16),

® The offennding rate for females has declined from 3.1 offenders
per 100,006 in 1580 to 1.6 offenders per 140,000 in 2008,

W The offending rate for males peaked in 1991 at 2.8 per 100,008,
then fell to a low of 11.3 per 100,000 in 2008,

NOVEMBER 2911
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The sex distribution of homicide vietims and ofenders
differad by type of homicide

me_ 1950 to 2008, among all homicide victims—

® Females were more likely than males ta be the victim of intimate
killings (63.7%) and sex-related homicides {31.7%) {table 5).

® Males were maore likely to be involved in drug- (90.5%) and
pang-related homicides {§4.6%).

The relationship between the victim and the offender differed
for female and male victims

® Female murder victims (41.5%) were almast 6 times more likely
than male murder victims (7. 1%, to have been killed by an
intimate (tuble &},

B More than half (56.4%) of male murder victims were killed by
an acquainlance; another quarter {25.5%) were murdered by a

Stl‘él.l'l.gl‘.‘l‘r
TAELE 5 TABLE®G
Homicide typa, by sex, 1930-2008 Victim/offender relationship, by victim sex,
Yictims Cifenders 19802008

Typees af harmiclda Talal  Male  Female  Total  Miale  Fermale ¥ictimioHender relationship Mala Female
All hornicidag H%  TAR%  232% 100%  895%  105% Tovtal 108, 100%

Yictimfoffender [mlirmate 1% 11.5%

relationship Epouse 44 241
Intimate W 363%  &370% 100% F03% 297% Ex-spouse 0z 18
Family LUV T 453 100%  7i4 258 Boyfriend girlfriend in 155
[rfars 0% 547 453 100M 625 5 Other farmlly 10468 16.7%
Elders MR 572 438 10 48 153 Parerit 20 41

Circumslantes Child 16 75
Felony murder 00% A% 203% 160 9t GA% Sibking 18 12
Sex related % 183 817 1604 937 A3 Cither Family 15 24
[Ing related W% s .5 100% 955 45 Arquaintanceknown ChA% 20,0,
Gang ralated L 54 L TR 1.7 Meighhber 16 17
Argument s 772 23 100%  BESH 154 Empleyas/amployer 0 0z
Warkplace % 791 204 1K 913 a7 Friend/anquaintance A63 TR

Weapon Other knovwn B3 52
Gun homicida e 2268 174% 100%  921% 70 Stranger 2550 11,50
Argan Wi 547 453 10 FEA .2 Nigbe: Detail may not surm te tetal due 1o munding, The parcentagas of
Paison 1% 561 434 100 B0S5 E-1 victinfafferdes relacicrships e based o ke 63. £ o hamicizes lrom

Maltile victi 1 %50 tnroughe 2005 for whach the dotimeotfender relatlonships weee kKaowi.
tiple vicims ar Thes pre=renilages of homizides inveing mulsiple viclims ar offenders were
oifenders Kt fir 69.1% ol incidents.

Multiple victims . A% 354% 100%  Be%  od%

Multiple offarders 100 850 124 W b g4
“oites Bsetanl ray not sui b tetal due to roundan. The parceniagss of wioimaffender
redailonships are based on the 63,13 of homicldes from 1980 1RraLigh 2008 far which ke vicrirm!
cHener relaticmahips were krown. The percentapes of barmicides involvirg muttiple vickims of
afferders were Known fo G518 of incideris

1] Hamicide Trends im the United States, 1980-2008
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Trends by race

Blacks were disproportionately represented among homicide
victims and offenders

u In 2008, the hamicide victimization rate for blacks (12,5
homicides per 100,000) was 6 times higher than the rate for
whites (3.3 homicides per 100,000).

m The victimization rate for blacks peaked in the eatly 1990,
reaching a high of 3.4 homicides per 100,000 in 1991 (figure 17}

B After 1991, the victimizZation rate for blacks fell until 199%, when
it stabilized near 20 homicides per 100,000.

B In 2008, the offending rate for blacks (24.7 offenders per
103,000} was 7 times higher than the rate for whites (3.4
offennders per 100,000} {figure 18},

m The offending rate for blacks sheswed a similar pattern to the
victimization rate, peaking in the early 1990s at a high of 51.1
offenders per 100,000 in 1991

m After 1991, the offending rate for blacks declined until it reached
24 per 100,000 in 2004. The rate hag gince fluctuated, increasing
to 28.4 offenders per WHOLH0 in 2006 before [alling again o 24.7
offenders per 140,000 in 2008,

MNOVEMBER 2011
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FIGURE 17

Homicide victimization rates, by race,
1980-2008
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FIGURE 18
Homtcide offending rates, by race, 1980-2008
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The race distribution of homicide victims and offenders

differed hy type of homicide

From 1980 (o 2008 —

B Black victims were gver-represented in homicides involving

drugs, with 62.1% of all drug-related homicides involving black
victims. By comparison, 36.5% of drug-related homieide victims
were white and 1% were victims of ather races.

w Compared with the overall percentage of murder victims who
were black (47.4%, blacks were less likely to be victims of
sex-related hamicides (30.4%]), workplace killings {12.5%), or
homicides of elders age 65 or older (28.6%) [table 7).

m While two-thirds of drug-related homicides were committed by
black offenders {65.6%), black offenders were less likely to be
invalved in sex-refated killings {43.4%), workplace homicides,
(25.8%} or homicides of elders age 65 or older (41.9%) compared
to their overall involvernent as homicide offenders (52.5%),

TAELE?Z
Homicide type, by race, 1980-2808
Yiglimg Cifenders
Talal _ White Black Qither Total White Black Cther
AN harmicldes 1% 5i3% 47 2% 23% 100 45.3% 52.5% 2%
Yicthm faffander relationship
I mitirriate 100% 55.0% 42.7% 24% 1 (K% 54.2% 41.5% 1¥%
Family 1iHI% 562 9.2 PR 10 5%l 383 25
[#lants T1CHI% 5.2 4110 23 10 358 416 6
Eldars 100% 84 288 14 10HE, 563 49149 18
Gircumnstances
Felony murder 100% 31% 42.1% 253% 100% 38.4% 9 1%
Gex related 1% £ 304 28 100 FLE 434 11
Decrg related 10H % 3689 2.1 1.0 0% 33.2 £ T2
Gang reladed 100%: 0.5 40,0 35 10 323 a2 44
Argument 100% 495 48,1 24 100F%: 475 Si2 4
Warkplace 100% EER:) 125 36 100 J0g J53 i3
Weapan
Tun homigide 1H% 40.5% 5145 2% L Ni% 56.9% 19%
Aran 1005 535 366 33 YLy 556 4H.7 L7
Poison 10 80.% 168 28 % B0.B 163 15
Multiple victims or offenders
Mlultiple victirs 10H¥ 6.7 M 6% 100% xRy 42.4% 35%
Multiple offenders 10Hr 515 457 2B 100 432 543 25

Hotes Decail mray not surh L total due to roundag. The percentages of vlimicfender refatiorsh.os are based on the 63.1% af hamicides fam 1550 chrough J002 for which Lhe
wiclimfoffender relatlonships wene knowr THe percemadged of homicicks inwglving maltipke #ic5ims or aPendees wene knicwr for 5%1% of incldenits.

12

Homicide Trends in the United States, 1980-2008
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Maost rmurders were intraracial

From 1980 through 2008 —

m 84% of white viclims were killed by whites {hgure 19).

m 93% of black victims were killed by blacks.

Stranger homicides were more likely to cross raciat lines than
homlcides invalving friends or acquaintances

Faor homicides committed by--

® a stranper to the victim, 26.7% were interracial {figure 20a)

m a friend or acquaintance of the victim, ¢.7% were interracial
[figure 20b).

FIGURE 19
Homkrides, by race of affender and victim,
1980-2008
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FIGURE 20a
Stranger homicides, by race of offender and
victim, 1934-2008
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FIGURE 20b
Friend/acquaintance homicides, by race of
offender and victim, 1980-2003
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White male homicide victimization rates, by
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FIGURE Z1h

Black male homicide victimization rates, by
age, 1%80-2008
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FIGURE 2Tc

White female homicide victimization rates,
by age, 19802008
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Trends by age, sex, and race

Patterns of victimization and offending varied by age, sex, and
racial group

Cruring the late 1990s, homicide victimization rates dropped for
all groups. In recent years, rates for most groups have stabilized.

In 2008, younp adults (18 to 24 years old) had the highest
vietimization rate in each raclal and sex group.

After increases in the early 195905, the victimization rates for
both white and black male teens (14 to 17 years old) peaked in
1993 at 9.4 homicides per 100,000 for whites and 72 homicides
per 100,600 for blacks (Agores 21a and 21b),

Since 1953, the victimization rates for both white and black male
teens (14 to 17 years old} have declined. By 2008, the rates for both
groups were similar to the cates in the mid- 1980s, at 4.5 homicides
per 100,000 for whites and 31.4 homicides per 100,000 for blacks.

In 2008, black males ape L8 to 24 years-old had the highest
hemicide victimization rate (#1.1 homicides per 100,000). That
rate was more than double the rate for black males age 25 or
older (38.4 homicides per 100,000) and almost triple the rate for
black males age 14 to 17 (31.4 homicides per 100,000).

Among black males age 128 to 24, the homicide victimization rate
was much lower in 2008 (91.1 homicides per 100,000] than in
the late 19805 and early 1990s, when it reached a high of 195.%
homicides per 100,000 in 19453,

Far white females of all ages, homicide victimization rates have
declined. Among white women age 18 to 24, the rate declined
fram 5.5 homicides per 100,000 in 1980 to 2.6 per 100,000 (n
2008 (figure 21c),

Since 1993, the victimization rate for black femmales has declined
acrogs all age groups. Girls age 14 to 17 experienced the largest
victimization vate decling, dropping from 13.1 homicides per
106,000 in 1993 to 4.6 per 100,000 n 200 {figure 21d),

R
FIGURE 2td
Black famala hemlcide victimization rates,
by age, 19802008
Rate per 100 (00
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Hamicide Trends in the United States, 1980-2008
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Homiride offending patterns were generally similar to
victimization patterns

Young aduls {18 to 24 years old] had the highest offending rate
in each racial and sex category.

The offending rate {or white male young adults {18 to 24 years
old) was 20.4 offenders per 100,000 in 20607 and 2008, which was
an all-time low (Ggure 22a),

Between 1930 and 2008, younp adult black males had the highest
homicide offending rate compared to offenders in other racial
and sex categories.

The offending rate for black male teens peaked in 1993 ar 236.9
offenders per 100,000 before declining, In recent years, the black
male teen affending rate has increased from 54.3 offenders per
1,000 in 2002 to 64.8 offenders per 100,000 in 2008.

‘The offending rate for black male young aduits —

increased fram 205.2 offernsders per 100,000 in 1980 to a high of
3654 affenders per 100,000 in 1953

dropped by more than half from 1993 10 2008, when it reached
an all-time low of 175.8 ¢ffenders per 100,000

retrained more than double the mte of black male teens (64.8
offenders per 100,000% and £ times the rate of black males age 25
ot older (37.8 oftenders per 100,000) (Agure 22h).

Homicide offending rates ameng females show—

White females of all ages had the lowest olfending rates of any
racial or age groups (figure 22c).

The offending rates (or black females of all ages has declined
since the early 199035, Black female teens experienced the largest
decline in oifending, dropping from 11 offenders per 108,600 in
1992 ta 3 offeoders per 100,000 in 2008 {figure 224).

FIGURE 223
White male homicide offending rates, by age,
1980-2003
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FIGURE 22h
Black male homicide offending rates, by age,
1580-2(03
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FIGURE 22¢
White famale homicide offending rates, by
age, 1980-2008
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FIGURE 224
Black female hemicide offending rates, by
age, 1980-2003
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FIGURE 23a

White males age 14 to 24 who ware homiclda
victims or offenders, 1980-2008
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FIGURE 21b
Bfack males age 14 to 24 who were homicide
virtims or offendeérs, 1920-2008
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FH3URE 24
Number of hemicides, by victim/cffender
relationship, 1980-2008
Numbar
0900 - .
1000 ] "-“ llndet{rﬂ'r_fd

v 'rf "\\‘—/f - *
6400 NS Friend/acquaintance

b

1930 1M 1990 199F MO0 2005 MR
Nate; Intimabe inchudes spouses, e spouses, boviriends, giriends,
ared saere-ter ielainrahigs. Friendacqusirisage indluses
reighboes, employees, emphoyers, and orher kaon persans.
Thaser dara e graupsd ham 1he ofginal <ategeeies. For detailed
cateqories, see apperdls table 343 and append]? tabls 24b {oa
weighted aref unweighted data,
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Yeung males (14 to 24 years-old), particularly young black
males, were disproportionately involved in homicide
comparad to their proportion of the population

m Since 2000, young white males have accounted for about 6%
of the population and about 10% of homicide victims, Their
proportion of offenders has declined slightly from 18% in 2000
to 16% by 2006 (Agure 23a).

& While young black males have accounted for about 1% of Lhe
population from 1983 to 2008, they have made up an increasing
propottion of homicide victims, going from 9% of all homicide
victims in 1980 to 18% in 1994 After 1994, their proportion of
homicide victims bas remained relatively stable at about 16%.

& The percentage of young black male homicide offenders also
increased rapidly from the mid-1980s to the carly 19905, going
lrom 17% in 1985 to 35% by 1943 before declining, By 2008,
young black males made up about a quarter of all homicide
offenders (27%) (figurc 23b).

Victim/offender relationship

Most homicides with known victim/offender relationships
involved people who knew each other

& Since the early 1990z, homicides for which the victim/offender
relationships were unknown constituted the largest category of
homicides {(figure 24).

m The proportion of homicides in which the victim/foffender
relationships were unknown increazed from 36% of all
homicides in 1980 to 44% in 2008,

Amaonyg homicides for which the victim/effender relationships
were known, 22% of victims were killed by strangers

m Mare than half (56%) of victims wers acquaintances of the
assailant {takle B).

m Another 22% of victims were killed by a spouse or other family
membet.

TABLEE
Victim/offender relationship, 1980-2008
Pargent of homigides with
e known victirfoffender relatlonshlp
Total 1%
Stranger 1.9%
Wanstranger 78.1%
SpHise 10.0%
(rtherfamity 124
Boyfriendqidfriend 6.3
Dther aequalniance a3.4

Hatbe: Perentagst hrs batsd on the £3. 4% of hamicides from 1980 thraugh 2008 for whilch the
wiclim/offender relatanships were knove

Homicide Teends in the United States, 1980-2008
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Homicides by a friend/acquaintance or a stranger were mare
tikely ta involve a gun than thase committed by an intimate or
family member (figures 25a, 25h, 25¢, and 254d)

® Across the 28-year period, the percentage of homicides
committed by intimate partners that involved & gun declined
from 65% of all intimate homicides in 1980 to 51% in 2008, 2
26% decline.

B Compared to homicides commilted by intimates, friends/
acquaintances, or strangers, homicides committed by a non-
intimate tamily member were more likely to invalve swweapons other
than gaos (such as knives, blunt objects, or personal weapaons).

» Among homicides for which the victim/offender relationships
were unknown, the percentage of homicides invelving a gun
increased 33%. from 59% in 1980 to 78% in 2008 (figure 23¢).

FIGURE 25a
Homicides, by intimate and weapon use,
1880-2008
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Noe: Percenaged are baged oo the 63,1% of homicides from 1580
thirough 2008 Tor which che weeimioffender selaniomshps wems
kngeeen.
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FIGURE 25k
Homicides, by other famlily and weapon use,
1980-2008
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Mote; Percentages are based an the 63.1% of homicldes fuarm 1080
thiugh 2008 for which the vickimisfender relatlonships weee
kriten.
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FIGURE 15¢
Homicides, by frlendfacquaintante and
Weapon use, 19802008
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FIGURE 25d
Homicides, by stranger 2nd weapon use,
1580-2008
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FIGURE 25e

Homicides, by unknown offender and

weapon use: 1980-2008
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FIGURE 26
Homicides of intimates, by sex of victim,
1%50-2003

Percent

B e

 Female

30 -—

1l

10 Male

n
WEr 195 e 1955 X000 2005 0%

Meae: Pereernages e based on the 63.1% af homicded fram 155}
chiraugh 2008 Tor wrich vickimicifender relatlonships wene known.
Intimate includes ypauies, ex-iptudes, bayirierds, gidirierds, and
zame-5ax relatianships. Friendiacquainkance Includes nelghiars,
employens, employees, ard other knowm persons,

FIGURE 27
Homicides of intimates, by sex and race of
victim, 1580-2008
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Intimate homicide

Fernale victims were substantially more likely than male
victims to have been killed by an intimate

Among homicides with known victim/tofender relationships—

m Mearly | out of 5 murder victims {16.3%) were killed by an
intirmate {lable ¢},

B 2 out of 3 female rurder victims were killed by an intimate,

w The percentage of males killed by an intimate felf from 10.4% in
1950 10 4.9% in 2008, a 53% drop. For females, the percentage
killed by an inlimate increased 5% across the same period
(figure 26).

¥ The percentage of females killed by an intimate declined
from 43% in 1950 to 38% in 1995, After 1995, that prrcentage
gradually increased, reaching 45% in 2008,

TABLE %
Intimate homicides, 1980-2008

Percert of all homicides
Tatal 1004
Intimate 163
Wegnintimate 837

Nate: Percentapes are based am ke £3. 1% of homicicdes from 1980 1hiaagh 2008 lar which weslmd
pioader elatinesh’ 25 were knpwn.

For adwislonal details, see saction on victimdoHender elationzhig.

The praportion of black males killed by an intimate has
declined

Among homicides with known victim/affender relationships—

B The percentage of black male murder victims killed by an
intimate declined steadily lrom 13% in 1930 to a low of 5% in
2008 {fignre 27),

® The percentages of white males and black rnales killed by an
intimate have been relatively similar since 2002, at about 5% for
both groups.

B Intirmate homicides of white women fluctuated slightly between
1580 and 2008, averaging 44% of all white fernale homicides
across that period.

B Inlimnate homicides of black women decreased from 43% of all
black female homicides in 1980 to a low of 33% in 1995, After
1595, that percentape increased to 43% of all homicides of black
fernales in 2008,

Homicide Trends in the United States, 19580-2008
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In every age group, female victims were more likely than male
victims te have bean killed by an intimate (table 10}
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TABLE 19

Age of intimate and nenintimate homicide victims, by sex,
188020048

Male victims killed by —  Farnale victir killed by —

Age Intimate Hon-intimate Intimate Non-intimate
12=17 0.5% §9.5% 17.5% 82.55%
18-14 L 472 420 571
5= 6.2 937 524 475
0-34 89 9t 1 4249
35-3% 11.0 B9 STE 12.2
444 123 ETE 556 444
4543 134 B 523 477
50-5% 123 EbF 411 570

il or céder 05 .5 a4 M6

Nate; Percentanes are based on the B3 1% of harnickies froen 1980 thmugh 2008 for which the victimf
eéfender mlalicnakipd wig knpwn.

e petfaocalpgy section for additienal infarmnaticn about the daa far weighticg andimpralion
penbmdurdd ured.

The propartion of intimate homicides by a spouse has
decreased since 1980, while the proportion committed by a
koyfriend or girlfriend has increased (figure 28)

B n 1930, the majority (69.1%} of all intimate homicides were
committed by a spouse while a quarter of intimate homicides
were comenitted by a boyfriend or givlfriend (26.84).

B After 1980, the proportion of intimate bamicides imvolving a
spouse began decreasing while those invlving a boyfriend or
girlfriend began increasing.

m By 2008, the proportion of intimate homicides committed by a
spouse {46.7%) was nearly equal to the proportion commitied by
a boyiriend or girlfriend (48.6%).

The proportlon of male and fernale intimate homicide victims
killed with guns has decreased ffigures 29a and 29b})

& In 1980, the majorily (68.9%) of male intimate homicide victims
were killed with guns and a third (30.5%} were killad with other
weapons {knives, blunt objects, or personal weapons).

m After 1980, the proportion of male intimate homicide victims
kiiled with guns gradually declined while the propoction killed
with other weapons increased. Since 2000, guns have been ess
prevalent than other weapons in intimate homicides against
tnale victims.

B By 2008, a higher proportion of male intimate homicide victims
weze killed wilh weapons other than guns (54.6%) than with
gquns (41.9%).

HOVEMBER 2011
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FFGURE 28
Homicides of intimates, by ralatianship of
victim to offender, 1980-2004
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FIGURE 29a
Male victims of intimate homiclde, by type of
weapon, 1930-2008
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FIGURE 29h

Femabe victims of intimate homicide, by type
of weapon, 19802008
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® Female intimate homicide victims showed a similar pattern. In
1580, two-thirds were killed by guns (69.5%) and less than a
third were Lkilled with other weapons (25.9%).

& After 1920, the proportion of female intimate homicide victims
killed by guns decreased while the proportion kilted by other
weapens increased, although guns were still the most prevalent
weapon used by intimate offenders against famale victims,

m In 2008, 53% of all female intimate homicide victims were ldlled
with guns while 41% were Killesd with other weapons.

Guns were the most frequently used type of weapenin
intimate homicides, but weapon type varied by relationship
From 1980 through 2008—

1 Orverall, over two-thirds of victims murdered by a spouse or
ex-spouse were killed by puns (1able 11}

® Boyfriends were more likely to be killed by knives than any ather
group of inlimates.

8 Gidfriends were more likely to be killed by force than any other
group of inlimates.

TABLE 11
Homicides, by intimate relationship and type of weapon,
1%80-2008

Victims relatianship Blunt Other  Unkaown
to affender Totl  Gun  Knife okject Force® weapon weapan
Hutband Wk GE1% I7A% TR 1% 18R
Ex-hushand W BiA mns 8 o4 13 22
Wife Wk 67 145 47 103 11 A7
Ex-wife % /50 132 7 L or i1
Bewfriend it 448 497 12 13 ne 41
Girlfriend R 545 204 50 152 11 3a
Same-sax

relaticnship 0% 304 41,1 0E 14 i4 24

HNote: Peroentages are basad on the 63.1% al hermigides fram 1360 1breagh 2008 For which the victom?
wifender relationships wene kncwn. fee sectian on Imimate panner vidence.

"Includes hands, fises, o feet

Homigide Trends in the United Siates, 1980-2008
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Family homicide
Family homicides most often involved spouses or ex-spouses

B Homicides by a spouse or ex-spouse were an increasingly smaller
proporlion of all family homicides from 1930 through 2008. In
1930, they made up half (52%) of all family homicides. By 2008,
they aceounted for just over a third (37%]} {Agure 30).

m Children killed by their parents were the second maost frequent
type of family homicide. These homicides increased from 15% of ali
family homicides in 1980 to 25% of all family hamicides in 2008,

m Parents killed by ane of their children have hesn an increasing
proportion of family bomicides, rising steadily from 9.7% of all
family homicides in 1980 ro 13% in 2008,

The propertion of family homicides that involved a spouse has
decreased for both blacks and whites

& Murders of children by a parent accounted {or an inereasing
peccentage of family homicides, regardless of race.

m In 1980, 16.1% of white family homicides and 13.4% of black
family homicides involved a parent who murdered a child.

m By 2008, 23.5% of white family homicides and 3048 of black family
homicides involved a child killed by a parent (figures 31a and 31k},
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FIGURE 30

Famnily homitides, by relationship, 1980~
2008
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Figure 31a
Whita victims of family homicldes, by
relationship, 1950-2005
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FIGURE 31b

Black victims of family homicides, by

relation ship, 1980-118
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FIGURE 32a

Fathers kilted by children, by sex and age of
offender, 1950-2048
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Fathers were more likely than mothers to be killed by their
children

# Teenage sons (18 to 19 years-old} were most often the
perpetratars in parental killings (figures 32a and 32k}

Brothers were more likely than sisters ta be killed by a sibling

B About half of brothers who killed their own brother were
between 16 and 30 years-old (figure 33a). Relatively few sisters
killed their own brother,

B Sisters killed by a sibling were more likely to be mwrdered by a
brother than a sister {figure 33b). A quarter of all inueders of
sisters by a sibling were committed by a teenage sibling between
13 and 18 years-old.

FIGURE 32b
Mothers killad by children, by sex and age of
offerder, 1980-2008
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FIGURE 334
Brothers killad by sibling, by sex and 2ge of
offender, 1950-2008
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FIGURE 33k

Sisters killed by sibling, by sex and age of
offender, 1950-2008
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Hoemicde Trends in the United States, 1980-2008
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Law enforcement officers killed

The number of law enfercement officers killed in the fine of
duty has declined since the early 12505 {figure 34

Information on the number of law enforcement otficers killed in
the line of duty comes from the FBI's Law Enforcement Officers
Kilted and Assaulted [LECGEA). For these data, the FBI reports
circurnstance information for the most recent 10 vears of data.

m From 1380 to 2010, the number of reported law enforcement
officers killed in the line of duty dropped by 46%, from a
reported 104 law enforcement officers killed in 1980 to 56
reporled law enforcement deaths in 2010,

O the 541 officers killed from 200 o 2010—
B 23% were I arrest sitvations

& 22% were in ambush siluations

W 13% were making trathic pursuirs/stops

¥ 14% were on disturbance calls

® 11% were investigating susplcious persons/ circumstances
& | 2% were in ather situations.

O the 587 assailants identified in the killing of law enfurcement
officers from 2001 through 2010—

w 64% had a prioe conviction
® 32% had a prior arrest for any type of crime; 43% had a prioc

arrest for a crime of violence.

Most law enforcement officers were killed with firearms,
particularly handguns

® The recent gverall decline in murders of law enforcement officers
may be attributed to the decline in law enforcement officers
killed by 2 handgun {figure 33}
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FIGURE 34
Law enforcement officers killed in the line of
duty, 1980-2019
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Law enforcement officers killed In the line of
duty by weapon type, 1980-2{10
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FIGURE 35
Homicides involving multiple offenders or
multiple victims, 1380-2008

Parcant
15 - -

i [

#hultiple atfenders

Multiple victims

0
W0 1985 19%G %5 2000 2005 A0S

FIGURE 37

Homicides involving multiple victims, by
number of victims, 1980-2003
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Multiple victims and offenders
1in 5 homicldes in 2008 involved multiple offenders

® Homicides were more likely to invelve multiple offenders than
multiple victims {figure 36},

B The propartion of all homicides committed by two or more
offenders increased from 11.3% of all homicides in 1980 to
a high of 20.7% of all homicides in 2008, In 2008, homicides
involving muliple offenders accounted for 19.8% of all nurders.

Maost homicides involving multipie offernders were perpetrated
against a single victim

m Of all homicides frony 1980 through 2008, 5% invalved the
killing of a single victim by multiple offenders, and 1% involved
multiple nffenders killing multiple victims {table 12).

TABLE12
Homicides involving single ar multiple victims or offznders,
1980-2008

i Offanders

Single .. ... Mukiple

Victlns Humber Percent Humber Percent
Singla 43719 0% B2m3 15%
Multiple - 56N 3 4529 1

Hobe: OF the 538832 hoenoode Incidents Troen 1980 chuswgh 2008, dara oo he fumkes of viglims and
g i, mbwer pf pffanders invalved wene bnown for 8% % of incidents.

The propertion of homicides involving two or more victims
has remained relatively stable at 4.5% since 2000 ;

B The proportion of homicide incidents involving two victims has
increased slightly from 2.7% in 1980 to 3.7% in 2008 (figure 37).

B Homicide incidents involving three or more victims have also
increased during this same period, but have remained less than
1% of all homicides each year.

Homicide Trends in the United States, 1980-2008
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I 2008, of all homicide incidents—
® 3.7% involved two victims

& {.5% involved three victims

m (2% involved four victims

B 0.1% involved fve or more victims.

Older offenders were less likely than younger offenders to be
involved in multiple offender homicides (igure 38}

The proportion af homicides invelving multiple offenders
decreased with offender age:

m In 2008, of the homicides committed by offenders 14 to 17 years-
old, 37.5% involved multiple offenders.

m During this same period, slightly mare than one-fourth ( 27.5%)
of the homicides committed by offenders 18 to 24 years-old
invalved multiple offenders while around one-geventh {13.79%) of
the homicides committed by offenders age 25 or older involved
multiple offenders.

Muttiple victim homicldes were more likely to involve guns
than single victim homicides {figure 349)

m In 2008, three-quarters {77.2% ) of multiple victit homizides
involved guns while twe-thirds [65.7%} of single victim
hemicides involved guns.

NOVEMBER 2011

A I N L N L AT e L h A IR M e IO e TH T WKL RS AW L L TIHE s T e T e

FIGLUIRE 3B

Percent of homicides involving multiple
offenders, by age of offender, 1980-2008
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FIGURE 32
Percent of homicides invelving guns, by
number of victims, 1980-2008

Parcent
W o - oo e e e e -

° w
60 =g Tt
a0

3 e e e

D

1980 1585 1990 1995 2000 2005 2008

25




Case 2:10-cv-02911-JAM -EFB Document 49-4 Filed 01/11/12 Page 27 of 37
Pammziens B TETRDT o o o iae sarse e 1o

FEGURE 40
Numbes of homicides, by circumstance,

1980-2008
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FIGURE 41
Homicides invalving guns, by circumstance,
1930-2008
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Circumstances

The mix of circumstances surrounding hemicides has changed
over the last twa decades

The number of homicides—

m fur which the circumstances were unknown was greater in 2008
than any known category of circumstances (figure 40}

m resulting from arguments declined by neacly half from 10,360
homicides in 1980 ta 4,636 hoinicides in 2008, but as of 2008
remained the most frequently cited circumstance of the kovwn
circumstances

® that oceurred during the commission of another felony, such as
a robbery or burglary, declined from about 5,300 homicides in
1951 to 2,600 hormicides in 2000, then stabilized

B involving adult or juvenile ganp vialence increased from
abaut 220 homicides in 1980 to 964 homicides in 2008, Gang
vinlence accounted for 1% of all homicides in 1980 and 6% of all
homicides in 2008

The ptopertion of hemicides invelving guns differed by
circumstance
Ciun involvement —

B in pang related homicides increased from 73% in 1980 1o 92% in
2008 (figure 41)

® in hemicides that occurred during the comimission of 4 felony
increased from 394 in 1980 to 74% in 2008

® in homicides resulting from arguments remained relatively stable
from 2000 through 2008; about 50% of bamicides resulting from
arguments invglved guns during this period.

Hamicide Trends in the United States, 1980-2008
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Trends by weapon type
Hormicides ware most often committed with handguns
m Handgun-involved incidents increased sharply in the late 1930s

and early 19505 before falling to a low in 2008.

m Homicides committed with guns other than handguns hita low
print in 19949, but have increased since then.

m From 1980 through 2008, hemicides involving weapons other
than firearms have declined slightly or remained steady

(fgure 42).

Hamicides of teens and young adults were more likely to be
committed with a gun than homicides of persons of other ages

m Thc percentage of homicide viclims killed with a gun increased
with age of the victim until age 17, where it peaked at 79%, and
declined thereafter {Agure 43).
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FIGURE 42
Hemilcides, by weapon type, 1980-2008
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FIGURE 44a

Remicide offenders age 14 t& 17, by weapon
type, 1350-2008
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Homicide affenders age 18 to 24, by weapon
type, 1980-I008
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Gun hemicides by teens and young adults increased sharply
beginning in the mid-1980s and fall after the early 19905

B The lrend in homicides involving weapons other than guns
showed little change over this period, declining or fluctaating
slightly for all age groups {figures 44a, 44b, and 44},

® Gun homicides by persons age 18 to 24 peaked at about 3,600
in 1943 then declined to about 5,300 in 2008. The number of
gun homicides in 2008 was still higher than the number of gun
hormicides in the early and mid-1980s.

B Gun homicides involving adult offenders age 25 or older
declined from over 10,000 in 1980 to 4,660 in 1959, and
increased since then to 5,460 in 2008,

m The sharp increase in homicides feom the mid- 1980s through
the early 19905, and much of the subsequent decline, is
attribatable to gun viclence by teens and young adults,

Hatnicide Trends in the United States, 1980-2008
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Trends by city size FIGURE 35

Number of kesmleides 1t urdran, suburban,
Changes in homicide trends have been driven by changes in and rural areas, 1980-2008
the number of homicides in large Ametican cities Humber

BB memrmm e oo — e ~=~Large oties

From 1930 to 2008 —

¥ Over half of homicides (57.7%) cccurred in cities with a
population of 100,000 or more {Rgure 45),

B More Lhan a third of all homicides in lacge cities accurred in the
biggest cities (those with a population of 1 milkon or more) {not
shown).

Iri large cities of all sizes, the homicide victimization rate has
declined steadily since the early 1990

The haomicide victimization rate—

B in cities with a population of 1 millian ar more dropped
dramatically from 355 homicides per 100,000 U15, residents
in 1991 to an all-time low of 11.5 homicides per 100,000 Li5.
residents in 2008 (figure 45)

® in cities with a population of F00,000 to 249,599 was the lowest
among large cities, ranging from a high of 15.0 homicides per
106,000 it 1994 1o a low of 3.5 homicides per 100,000 in 2008,

As with the victimizatien rate in large cities, the homicide
offending rate has aito declined singe the early 1990s

The homicide offending rate in cities with a population of—

® 1 millian ar more dropped frem 45 offenders per 100,000 U135,
residents in 1991 to an all-time low of 12 affenders per 100,000
3.5, regidents in 2008 {fgure 47}

W 500,000 to 999,599 increased hetween 2004 (145 offenders per
108.000) and 2008 {178 offenders per 10,000}, but remained
helow the offending rates from the Jate 19805 and early 1990s,
which averaged around 22 offenders per 100,000,
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FIGURE 48

Percent of all homicides involving intimates
by urban, suburian, and rural areas,
1580-1008
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Certain homicide types varied by city size

From 1980 to 2008 —

m the majority of all drug-related (67.4%} and gang-related (69.6%)
Lillings took place in large cities (table 13)

m relatively fewer family (44.8%) or workplace (30.8%) homicides
accurred in large cities compared to the averall percentage of
hamicides in large cities (37.7%).

TABLE13
Characteristics of homicide, by city size, 1980-2008
Percert of all homicides
Total Largecity  Smallcity  Suburbanarea  Ruralarea
All komicidas 100 57.7% 13.6% N¥h 75%
Yictimtoffendar
relationship
Intimate 1K 46,70 16.05% 1% 102%
Farmify 1% 4.8 145 8.5 148
Infants 100% 473 185 6.2 B
Elders 105 5.6 170 254 14
Cincumstance
Fefony murder 1% 606% 12 5% 20,6% 5.8%
Sex related 10 3.4 44 273 94
Crug related 0 674 e 181 7
ang refated 0% 606 133 164 G5
Arqurment 105 535 155 e 4
Workplace 10Hr 308 163 1E13 145
Weapon
Gren hemicide 104 39.6% 1A% Hy% 1.7%
Arson 10 520 161 T 42
Fokson 1005 3B0 1E1 E1 K 127
Mubtipe victims or
offenders
Multipla victims 10F% 47 6% 14.1% TR 11.1%
Mulliple offenders  100% BES .E FBD 57

Rate: Cenail may natsum ee 103l due 1o mundirg. Perentages of victimdaMander relationsnips are
based pnthe 63.1% of homeides for whch vicim foffendes ielatianships wers K, The peicenisged
o bamicice s inuglvirg mutiple victims o offenders were krown for &49,14% of Incdents.

The proportion of intimate homicides differed by place and
city size

Sinee the mid- 19805, the percentage of homicides committed by an
intimate (spouses, ex-spouses, boviriends, girlfriends, and same-sex
relationships) was larger in rural areas than in suburban or urban
arcas {figure 48).

Hornicides ior which the offender was known to be an intimate
have declined in cities of all sizes and types. From 1980 through

2008, the wamber of known intimate murders—
® in large cities fell by more than half {532%) from about 1,150
homicides in 1980 to 550 homicides in 2008, while the number

of knoswn nosintimare murders dropped approximarely 40%
from an estimated §,145 homicides to 3,662 homicides.

Homiclde Trends in the United States, 1980-2008
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m in sroall cities dropped by 43% from 500 homicides in 1480 to
290 homicides in 2008, while the number of known nonintimate
homicides dropped by a thivd (35%) from 1,900 homicides in
1980 to 1,250 homicides in 2008

& vy suburban areas declined by 26% fram 670 homicides in 1580
to 490 homicides in 2008, while known nonintimate homicides
declined by 15% from 2,460 homicides in 1930 to 2,090
homicides in 2008

m in rural arcas dropped by 50% from 390 homicides in 1980 to
200 homicides in 2008, while known nonintimate homicides
dropped by 63% from 1,570 homicides in 1980 to 580 homicides
in 2008,

Clearances

The percentage of homicides cleared by arrest or other
gxreptional means has declined

® In 2008, 64% of all homicides were cleared, cotnpared to 72% in
1980 (figure 49).
B Homicide has the highest clearance rate of all serious crimes.

Police were more likely to identify a suspect when tha victim
was a child (hgure 50}

B A suspect was most likely to be identified when the vietim was a
child under age 5 (89%),

m The percentage of homicides in which a suspect was identified
dropped sharply after age 5. declining to 63.5% of homicides
for victims age 20. After age 20, the percentage of homicides in
which an offender was identified remained relatively stable.
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FIGURE 49

Homicides cleared hy arrest or exceptional
means, 1930-2408
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FIGURE 50
Homicides where suspect was identified, by
age of victim, 1980-2{08
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FIGURE 51
Number of justifiable homicides, by police
and citizens, 1980-2008
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FIGLURE 52a
Number af justifizble homicides by palice,

by circumstance, 19802008
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FIGURE 52b

Number of justifiable homicides by citizons,

by circumstance, 1980-2008
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Justifiable homicides

The number of justifialle homicides declined through 2000 and
has seen slight increases since then

B The number of justifiable homicides of felons committed by
police exceeded the number commirted by citizens (figure 513,

® Inthelast 10 years, the number of justifiable homicides has
increased by 25.4% from 500 in 1999 1o 630 in 2068,

The circumstances surrounding justifiable homicides differed
for those committed by police than thase committed by citizens

® Most justifiable homicides by police were the result of attacks on
officets, accounting [or §4% of justifiable homicides by palice in
2008 {figure 52a).

® The most frequent ¢ireumstances cited for justifiable homicides
by citizens were the disruption a crime in progress {55% of
justifiable homicides by a citizen in 2008) or when a citizen
was attacked (41% of justifiable homicides by a citizen in 2008)
{figure 32b),

Homicide Trends in the United States, 1280-2008
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Most justifiable homicides were intraracial
B Inincidents involving citizens, three-quarters involved citizens
and felans of the same race (table 14),

B In incidents invelving police, two-thirds involved police officers
and felons of the same race.
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TABLE 14
Percent af justifiable homicides

Race of citizan whe killed falon Race of officer whe Klled feton

Raceoffelon Totad White EBlack Other' Total White Black Other

Total 100%  55% 4% 3% 1009 Bie 130 1%
Whire 4% 3% o 1% LT ™ 1%
Black 57 17 39 2 xS ) n -
Other Z 1 = 1 3 1 - =
Hoite Detall may not surm ba tatal due to reurs ng.

—Less than 3%,

“Dithes race ancludes Ameran Indhang, Alaska Mateos, Atlans, Hawailang, and acher Pacifi 1slanders.

The age distribution of felons killed by police was slightly
older than that of felons killed by citizens (figure 53)

NOVEMEBER 2011

FIGURE 53
Number of justifiable homicides hy police
and citizens, by age of victim, 19502008
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Additional information about the data

Data Sources

The FBI%s Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Pregram

Launched over 70 years ago, the UCR program

cqllects and publishes criminal offense, arrest, and

law enforcament personnel statistics. Under the UCR
program, law enforcement apencies submit information
10 Lhe FBI monthly. Ofense information is collected on
the eight Part I offenses: homicide, forcibte rape, robbery,
aggravaled assault, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle
thett, and arson, Information on the number of persons
arrested includes many additional crime types, such as
drug abuse violations and driving under the influence.
The FEI annually publishes data from the TICR in Crime
inr the Uhnited States, available online at: hitp:/fwwwibi.
goviabout-us/cjisfucrfucriucy_cins. The UCH is one of
two major national indicators about crime. For maore
information about these two indicators, see The Natipns
Two Crime Measures (WC] 122705, BIS Web, October
204

The UCR program callects data an only those crimes that
come to the attention of Taw enforceinent through victin
reporks or observation. OF all the critnes included in the
UCR, homicide is the mast cempletely reportet. Homicide
counts suffer from a minimal level of underreporting, In
addition, the number of crimes for which law enforcement
miakes an arresl or clears the offense is the highest for
homicide compared to the other serious offenses collected
by the UCR. Other offenses, including forcible rape,
robbery, and aggravated assault, are currently availahle
only in surmmary count form without details about the
incident, victims, or offenders. Homicide information—
throuegh the Supplementary Homicide Reports (SHR}
data—is available in incdent form.

FBl's Supplementary Homicide Reports (SHR)

Most of the data wsed here ave from the SHE, which is a pact
of the UCR Program, Supplemental data about homicide
incidents are submitted manthly with details on location,
wvictirn, and offender characteristics. These reparts include
information on the reporting agency and its residential
population, county and Metropolitan Statistical Avea (MSA}
cades, geographic division, and population group; on the
age, race, and sex of victims and offenders; and on the
victimn/oifender relationship, weapon uge, and circumstance
of the crime, From 1980 to 2008, contributing agencies
provided supplemental data for 508,568 of the estimated

565,638 murders.

34

Law Enforcement Dfficers Killad and Assaulted
(LEDKA}

Also a part of the FBI's DCR Program, the Law
Enforcement Cfficers Killed and Assaulted (LEQRKA)
utilizes data from several sources, including the UCE.
Once notified of a line-of-duty death, the FBI contacts
the employing agency to obtain additional details.
LEOKA includes dats about {ederal, state, and local

law enforcerment officers who were killed felonfously or
accidentally or who were azsaulted. An annuoal report is
published by the FBL available online at; http/ fwwwetbi.
goviabout-us/cjis/ucrfucr#ucr leoka,

Methodology

Hanticide as defined here includes murder and
nonnegligent manslaughter, which is the willful killing
of one human being by another. The peneral analyses
excluded deaths caused by nepligence, suicide, or
acciden; jusiifiable hormicides; and attempts to muerder.
Justifiable homicides based un the reports of law
enforcement agencies are analyzed separately. Deaths
irom the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, are not
included in any of the analyses. These homicide data are
based solely en police investigation, as opposed to the
determination of a court, medical examiner, coroner,
jury. or other judicial hody

Not all agencies that report offense information to the
FBI also submit suppletental data on homicides. About
41% of homicides reported in the UCH are included in
the SHE. To account for the total number of homicides,
this analysis weighted the tolal number of homicide
victirs inchuded in the SHR data to match natinnal and
state estimates of the total number of homicide victims
prepared by the FBL All victim-based analyses are
adjusted in this manner.

While many agencies report supplemental data on
hemicides, much of the data concerning offenders may
nient be reported because no suspects were identified or
the agency chose not 1o report the information. The most
signiftcant problem in using SHE data to analyze offender
characteristics is the sizable and growing number

of hpmicides in the data file for which no offender
information is reported. Ignoring these homicides with
no offender information weuld understate calculated
rates of offending by particular subproups of the
pepulation, distort trends over time among these same
subgroups, and bias observed patterns of olfending to the
extent that the rate of missing offender data is associated
with offender characteristics.

Homicide Trendsin the United States, 1980-2008
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To adjust for homicides with no offender information,

a method for offender imputation was deviged that uses
available information about murder victims for which
corresponding offender information was provided as well
as those with missing offender information. Through this
imputation algorithm, the demoegraphic characteristics
of unidentified affenders were inferred on the basis of
similar hormicide cases—similar in terms of the vielim's
demographic profile, circumstances of the homicide such
as felony or argument, location of the homicide {region
and urban}, gun involvemnent, and year of the offense—
far which offender data were provided. In other words,
unknown offender profiles were estimated based on the
offender profiles in offender-known cases, matched on
victim ape, sex, and race; circamstances of the homicide;
location of the homicide; gun involvement; and year.
Ofender-based estimates in this repart were imputed
using this procedure. Other estimates in this report

were based on homicides with known attributes, unless
gtherwise indicated.

An estimated 30.8% of homicides involved an unkoown
number of offenders. For these homicides, the ofender
imputation method conservatively assumed the number
of offenders to be one, likely resulting in an undercount
of the number of homicides involving multiple offenderes,

All rates were caleulated using the estimated number

of homicide victims ar offenders as the nurnerator and
dividing by the U3, resident population eslirates for
the appropriate groups or subgroups, This report used
bridged-race population estimates developed by Lthe
National Center for Health Statistics and the U3, Census
Bureau. All rates were per 100,000 ULS. residents unless
otherwise specified.

Hornicide victim/foffender relationships wers calenlated
based on the atteibutes of the first offender in the incident
record for which the relationship was known. Other
estimates in this report were based on homicides with
known attributes, unless otherwise indicated.

The National Archive of Criminal Justice Drata (NACTD)
provided the data fite analyzed in this report. The NACID
is available online at: www.icpsr.umich.eduficpsrweb/
NACID.

To analyze these data online, please visit the NACID Data
Analysis System at: www.icpsrumich.edu
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