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. .. ;: .... 
• Of 

'" ~·:~!..t :.:,'. 
" ::.. ':;.;:,',' 

. :",: "12 The Peopl~ of the' State of California, for a cause of actiQn~hstD.efendantS; and eaCh 
.. : . .. . .. ', .,'. 

: :~), ' :: .. 13: o~:th~,;:allege as f~lloY'~. ~p~~,¥onnation and':~,e1ie~~, ; 
'. ':. ~; .' 

: ' .. 1 .. ' ::.(::].~~.; .;:-';. ':":~j • 

. ..: . ,..:, .~: 

" ,,: ", '14 ' , ", : ',.. , ',' INTRODUCTION " .~ . . 
. :,': 

'" , ", '. 15 
. \: . .'. ,'..:., 

1. This ~ctfon is brought-on behalf of the People of,the~,Stat&.'of ~a1ifomia;agairisf 
, :. 1":", ~ " ,'. '. ' 

16 handgun. manufacturers, ~stributors, and retailers and trade associ3:tions ,~at most adversely impact 
'. . ' . 

17 Southern California. Thes,e Defendants design, market, promote, and supply handguns in a mannerwhich 

18 facilitates the easy access of criminals to handguns and their use in crime, arid also allows their operation 

19 by children with the resulting yearly toll ofinjmy and loss of life in the Southern California commu:r:rlties 

20 otLos Angeles. Compton, and West Hollywood. 

21 2. Defendants' conduct constitutes a pattern of unlawful and unfair business acts and 

22 practices, the basis upon which defendants have been unjustly enriched. 

23 3. Defendants have also engaged in conduct which has created and main.~ed a public . , 

24 nuisance'in Southern Ca1iforni~ and specifically in Los Angeles, Compton and West Hollywood, by 

25 'interfering with the comfortable enjoyment of life in these, co~~ties. 
26 4. DefendaI:lts market, distribute, and promote handguns - a dangerous instrument that 

27 is the primary tool for violent crime - in a manner that facilitates their easy access and misuse by felons, 
28 
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1 minors ~der age 21, and ~therprohibited:or unauthorized purchasers or users, who thereafter use those 

2 guns in cr:ime. Defendants also design, market, distribute and pro~ote handguns that fail to incoIporate 

3 reasonable safety features, and over promote the purported self-defense and home protection benefits 

4 afhandguns., in a manner that undercuts the minimal warnings or instructions provided by Defendants 

5 regarding safe storage of guns and results in the irresponsible storage and handling of guns as well. 

6 5. Defendants' unlawful, unfair, and deceptive business acts and practices have had the -

7 effect of undenriining federal, st~te and local gun laws and the public policies ~bodied in those laws~ 
. . 

8 Defendants have unjustifiably enriched themselves ttUu~gh these practices, and;h.ave shifted the burden. " 

9 of tli~. ~~ costs. of D~fendan~;: '~roducts to the ~i~~~. of W1 'yi~l~ce arul.:~~ the taxpayers. . ;ne~:~··. . 
. ~., . 

1 0 .res~nfug .levels of shooting de~'and injuries in C'!lif9~a' ~.d .tl;i~. ~tire nation'~ceed ~ose in a1n)ost~; ~;, 
11 ev;;;. ~~~ ~ea 'of the world, '~pose enormous .<;t.o~~mi,c ~o~, and uireas~~~IY interfere witb.:th~~ ;;~:,,, 

~:;,t.: '.:' . 12 . ·· .. ~·j':::·t~t~~~~;~·:;~·:i:.:~:.:. :. . . :': .. ~ ~::';:~ ... '; .:: '.' .' . :":" .. :\~~~~~.: ....... ::-.~.~ : . "'. ",'< {. . . : ..... ~~. :~ : 
safety, health, well-being and quality ofllfe of the P~qpl~;(jfthe.State .ofCaliiowa.·.. .;' . > .. ,.:;:.;:;:.~':: 

. .. . ~: . 

: ,,' 
• < 

.. ," .' .~ . .', . 

13 , .: :,~:~.nr;. ~::; 6.' As. a.'~t of-'fue unlawful; ~ ~dJ~~ decq;tive busine'ss:,p~tices o.fDefen<I.aIits.~:; i:. •. 
...... ..' . 

14 thous~~ ~f Callfonrla residents have died; sUffered $~~S b9dily injury;, or.be~~ ~sed' to increased, '_'" 
15 . . : ... : .... ~ ... i.~, ....• t:~: .' ',' .,' " .:", '. ;"':::' ',' .:. . :. ... ''It : • .~I 

16 

·17 

18 

19 

20 

~.c-__ .' I ':!J.,:.:,,: . '"N ,:._.' 

criminal activity involving handguns. ' :'."., ' :::"" " ... 

7. YoungpeQple ~oughout the State and in cities inc1udfugLosAng~les, Compton,. ' 
. . 

and West Hollywood, are particularly vulnerable to gun. violence. Handguns are the leading cause of. : 

death for'young people ages 1-19 in California. 669 young people betWeen the ages of 0-19 died as a 
. . 

result of :firearms in 1996. Of these, 520 were homicides; 107 were sui~ides; 3S resulted from an 

unintentional shootings, and in 7 cases the reason for the killing could not be determined. 
21 

22 
8. In Los Angeles, 136 young people aged 19 or younger were killed in 1997 and an 

additional 413 were hospitalized for firearms-related injuries. 
23 

9.' In Compton, a city with a population'of ~pproximately 95,000. 16 young people aged. 
. . 24 

25 19 or younger were killed in 1997 and an additional 48 were hospitalized for fireazms-related. injuries. 

26 10. In West Hollywood, a city with a popUlation of approximately 37,000, 2 young 

27 people aged 1~ or younger were hospitalized in 1997 for .fireanns-related injuries. 

28 11. Homicides committed with handguns is the leading cause of firearms related injuries 
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1 and death in California. In 1997 alone; there were 1,835 homicides committed with a fireann in 

2 California and over 25,000 .fi.reanns-related injuries. The vast majority of these deaths and injuries are 

3 attributable to handguns. 

4 12. In the City of Los ADgeles, in 1997 there were 374 firearms deaths caused by 
. . 

5 homicides, including 116 homicide deaths ofLes Angeles residents under the age of2l. Additionally, 

6 in 1997 there were 1,1.19 hospitalizations related to non-fatal, homicide attempts. 

7 .~:;',. 13. In 1997, in Compton, there were 5111omicides, and 151 hospitalizations .related to., .:" 
. " . 

. :r 8 ium-fatal)homicide attempts and in West Hollywood, eigJit;.r~idents:were kill~~QY hand&JlI1S·.and there.'., <::~ 
~ " :' ... ,., . 

.. ' 'i~ "'~' were nine'hospitaHzf.tions for. no~-fat~ fir~ injuries!'~·i. .;; .; ,. ;.i·~i: .. :--·~ ,: :'. :'.:.:' " .:.: 

.j..!. '. ~ .1.0. '" .. , .'. : .'. .: ....::.! : .:. ..... . .. , . . "+".'. ,:.-~ :.; .:; . .'. . .<; .,... 14.· Ip addlot:1n to ~Oml.¢l~~ handguns ar.e.aIso us~ In a slgnifioant:·:llUIllb.~.of o.ther: ;::<.:-
·r ..:. . . . . 

;:::.;}.-';': .' : ... ,--:!:l: ·.crimes"· ~Irt·;'-1998, .fbr exampler~ere -wer6~more:,:than 'l~,OOO ~~,. in~l:ud~:,.3$saults:~d·. anne4 .. ;} 
': }...::.':. .'. 'Ii .. . . . ..' ;":". ':: . .:. .,.," , . .' . . .. ~. . .' . 

. . :(" ::: .. ': .. \;.:". :·robberieSjtnost ofwmch were comirtittedwifu haru:lgw:is~.'Oitwhich a.significan;t:pel"!;~ge·Wex:e~obtainedi. ;E.;' 
.. ~. 13'· . . ;,. '" ~ ;' ' .. ' . 
. : . '..: . . '.'" 

'-<~'" : ...... '::.: .... :,." .. and,posseSsed Ulegtilly. .. .. : .. : ..:. '.i~. >: ' .. :;;.:~;: ''-:.:~'.:,: . ',';.',." :'. . . "':" 

~ ' .. , ." .:1~. ';. :" . 15. '~ese statistics demo~ik~ the.magnitude.oftb~ problem.ca~.ed:by.:Defen~ts: 
. :. ~ .' 1S " ;. ': .' . ~ :. ~ . . 

. :' conduct. . . '. 
l6 

. . 18 

17 
this action to enjoin the Unlawful and llIlf"ak'business practices ofDe~endants, to obtain disgorgement of 

16. ~ order t() reduce the ~dle~s'succession ofhandgim-related tragediesi ~l;l.intiffs bring ............ 

Defendants' wrongfully-obtained monies. to collect civil penalties, and abate the nuisance caused by 
19 

Defendants' conduct expl~ed her~in. 
20 

. 21 

22 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

17. The authority of James K. Hahn, City Attorney of Los Angeles, Legrand H. Clegg 

II, City Attorney of Compton, and John Heilman, Mayor of West Hollywood, to bring this action is 
23 . . 

derived from common law and the statutory law of the State of Ca1ifomi~ specifically Business and 
24 
2S Professions Code. Sections 17200, 17203, 17204 and 17206 and Civil Code Section 3480 and Code of 

26 Civil Procedure Section 731. 

27 18. Defendants, and each of them, . at all times mentioned in this Complaint have 

28 transacted business within the cities of Los Angeles, Compton and West Hollywood and elsewhere 
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1 throughout the· State of California. The vi~lations of law herein alleged have been committed in the cities 

2 of Los Angeles, Compton and West Hollywood and elsewh~re tproughout the State of California. 

3 

4 PARTIES 

H,AINTIFFS 5 

6 19. This action is brought on behalf of the PeOple of the State of California by Los 

7 Angeles City Attomey James K..~ahn and Compton City Attorney .Legrand H. Clegg 14 pursuant to 

8 Califoriria.Business and Professio~,Code Section 172M and;by West Hollywood Cit¥ Attorney Michael- . : 

9 Jenkins pursuant to CalifPnria B~ness and Professions ·.€.ode SectiOn 1'1:204, an~'~California Code of :.::; 

. : ..... 
;" .. , F ' ..... 

11 . . 
: .... {. :: ,,<.: :~:~',' !!.~·,·~·:20 .. :' This aCtion is also brought on behhlf·of4he:geneI'al PtllWc of the~:.$tate of CalifuIirii·'~" ::; 

l~ "br..:~~~ty :Attomey::l;:.egrand ~" Clegg # ~w~~li~ood:MaYcit.JOhn.~1man. p~~antto~:· :A; 

13 California -Business ~d Professions Code S~~tioni:172o.4.::;·.:.<.: .. ,.'.: '. . '.': . :>!. .,~.:. \.' .::., .';~: ... 
14 ,:: 

.... ~ .... '.~ ~'; ~.:. . :. . ...... . . !:. : .. " .. ' .j.. :," 
.: .. 

DEFENDANTS . . -.' ,". . . 

".:,' .';\ 
" .. : .. '\. :" -:,' .... ". ," ;'. 

15 

16 

17 

18 
21. Defendants, and each of them, are sued individually as.a primary violator and as an 

aider and abettor. In acting to aid and abet the co~ssion of the unlawful, unfair and deceptive business 
19 

practices complained of herein, each Defendant acted with the actual or constructive awareness of the 
20 

wrongfulness of such practices and nonetheless rendered substantial assistance or encouragement to 
21 

accomplishment of the wrongful practices and was aware of the overall contribution to the common 
22 

course of wrongful conduct alleged herein. 
23 

24 
22. Each Defendant was the agent and employee of each remaining Defendant, and was 

actiiIg witbin the scope of sucb agency and employment in perfomling the acts herein alleged. 
25 

26 23. Whenever in this Complaint reference is made to any act or omission of a corporate 

27 Defendant, such allegation refers to the officers, directors, employees and agents of the corporate 

28 Defendant who did or do authorize,such act or omission while actively engaged in the management, 
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1 direction, operation or control of the affairs of the corporate Defendant, and while acting in the course 

2 and scope of their agency and employment. 

3 24. The following Defendants, and each of them, manufacture handguns that have been 

. 4 wrongfully marketed, distn'buted, and sold in California (hereinafter referred to as the "Defendant 

5 Manufacturers'1: 

6 25. Defendant Excel Industries, Inc., alkJa Accu-tek ("Accu-tek") is a COrporation 

7 organized and existing under the laws of the Stat~ of CalifQ.U}ia with its principal place of business in 

., . :!.:. . 8 California. '.:;~. " 

::~i :;26. Defendant .ArcadiaMadi~e:& Tool ("~:) is a corporatio~.p~g~.~d: existing 

.. ··.~·"·,,.10 .. . .....•. ,:. .. ... .. '., 
. '.: : ... ,~~;;.:~.,: .," :u.nderthe laws of the State ofCaIiforma wlth)ts·pnnclpal:pl~ ofbtlsmess m·CaJ,ifp.Wa.,> '.' .;i . 

. ~,,!,,:>:),;,:,\:;; ,P:: .;',". .~:: ·~~.!27~ . Defendant BiYfci.At:ipsi·~c. ("Bryco") is'~,;Cotpora~on oi:~:~:.~S,t4lg·under ., 

.... :: 
~.. .:. 12 . "",: . '. :.... .. .... . . .' . . . 

.'~ ;'.~ '; <':::"':,:;\' .. .,;-< ;, .' the laws· of the:State· of Nevada wrth.l~ipnnclp~ place .of.b~smess.lD; Cahfo~~: ''<l ·.;:!":':"t;.·~~.::. ". . . . ~ " " 

13 .: 
'. " : .... :~;' .:, .t28~ .D~fendant Davis Indu~tri~s, Inc. (''Davis:'')js:a;cozporatiolr()ig~~~4'::~~ existing. :: 

14 . '. I . '.' 

15 

16 

.under the laws .ofthe State ofCaIifomia with its principal p~e:'OfbUsiness in ·C:.~i.f~.I1Ua .. ' .. : 

29. Defendant Lorcin ~ngineering Co., Inc~ (''L'o.rcin~)·is a cOIporati.(m:o~ganized and 

existing under the laws of the State of CaIifo~a with its principal place of business iIi Califomia. 
17 

30. Defendant China North Industries (alk/a "Norinco") is a' corporation organized and. 
18 

existing under the laws of the State of Califo~a with its principal place of business in California. 
19 

20 
31. Defendant Phoenix Arms (''Phoenix'') is a corporation organized and existing under 

the laws of the State ofCalifomia with its principal place of business in California. 
21 

22 
32. Defendant Raven AIms, Inc. (,'Raven AIms') is a COIporation organized arid existing 

under the laws of the State of California., with its principal place of business in California. 
23 

24 
33. Defendant Sundance Industries, Inc. ("Sundance") is a corporation organized and 

25 existing under· the laws of the State of California with its principal place of business in California. 

26 34. Defendant Anns Technology, Inc. ("Anns'') is a corporation organized and existing 

27 under the laws of the State of Utah with its principal place of business in Utah. 

28 35. Defendant Beretta U.S.A. Corp. ("Beretta U.S.A.") is a cotpomtion organized and 
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1 existing under the laws of the State of Maryland with its principal place ofbusiness in Maryla:n~ and 

2 imports h~dguns manufactured by defendant Pietro Beretta Spa A:, a corporation organized. and existing 

3 under the laws ofItaly with its principal place of business in Italy. 

4 36. Defendant Pietro Beretta Spa A. ("Pietro Beretta") is a corporation organized and 

5 existing under the laws ofItaly with its principal place of business in Italy. 

6 37. Defendant B.L. Jennings, Inc. ("Jennings") is a' corporation organized and existing 

7 under the laws of the State of Nevada, with its principal place of business in Nevada.~ '.~ 
8 38. Defend~tBrowning Arms Co. (l'Browning'~) is a ~orporation orgEI$ed and existing 

9 .~;under the lawslCifthe St.ate. of Utah withi its vtinmpal place~of:b.usihess:in Utah. . . . ;.tb· .~,' '.-:: '. 

: .... ;! ". 

lD. r<':: ·:;.::;:::::~39;~;;Def~da:pt Carl Walther (jiqibH {"carl~Walthen.i)~;is. a .corporatiQl;t:o~ and" .:·.i. 

11 :,~existin8' uiIdet the! laws~ef: the. F ederal.Republi¢.:pf Gennany-',With.jts~p:t4icjp'~1 p.1ace:o.fbusines$: in the." ,.,' 

~2 ::E.ederalRepublic.;:6fG¢1;ffl~y. : : .. ,.~. ..:.,':: . ".::'~"J.';:'::<'':'.!::::;''';~~'~ . .'>:':"'. ~. 
13 

", 

14 . 
. /~sting under the..laws:ofthe State ofC;:onne~p'CUt, with.its prP.l~ip.al.p~e.9fbusjness.in·Ne.w".Jersey. 
15 

16 

17 

" ., . ' .. 
. .... . '\ . . 

:, 41.. Defen4ant Cobray Fiiea.tn1s;i.s a corporatiOn organi:z;~ an~_e~tin:g under.t1le laws 

-of the State of Georgia; -with· its principal place'ofbusiness in Georgia.;,·:.,',.· 

42. Defendant Colt's Manufacturing Company, Inc. ('!Colt") is a corporation organized. 
18 

and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware with.its principal place of business in Connecticut. 
19 

20 
43. Defendant FM1 (a.k.a. "Full Metal Jacket'·) is a corporation organized and existing 

under1:he laws of the State of Tennessee with its principal place of business in Tennessee. 
21 

22 
44. Defendant Forjas Taurus, S.A. ("Fozjas Taurus") is a corporation organized and 

23 existing under the laws of Brazil with its principal place of business in Brazil. 

24 45. :Qefendant Glock, Inc. is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the 

2S State of Georgia with its principal place of business in Georgia, and imports handguns manufactured by 

26 defendant Glock GmbH,. an Austrian corporation with its principal place of business in Austria 

27 46. Defendant Glock GmbH is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of 

28 Austria with its principal place of business in Austria. 
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47. Defendant H&R 1871 Inc. C'H&R") is a corporation organized and existing under the 

2 laws of the State of Massachusetts wi~ its principal place ofbus~ess in Massachusetts. 

3 48. Defendant Heckler & Koch, Inc. (''Heckler' & Koch'') is a 'sub'sidiary of Heckler & 

4 Koc~ GmbH, organized in the Federal RepUblic of Gennany, with its principle place of business in 

5 Virginia. Defendant Heckler & Koch, GmbH, is a corporation organized and existing under the laws 

6 of the Federal Republic of Germany with its principal place of business in the Federal Republic of 

7 . Germany. . .... 

. . ' 8 :49. Defendant High StandmdMfg., Inc. and exist;ingunderthe laws;of.the.State.ofTexas • ~ 01 •• 

:'. '::.i;-.<. 9: 'place ofbusmeSkin Texas. . . ,:"r .. ': .:.: (': ... ' . 
. . 

:: .. : ':." . - . 
, 

~: :'.!~; i ~/!:/;:.~·9,. ,.'.. . ;.::t; -5'0. pefendant Mis .supplY. ~c.:.dIb/a Hi-POlnt!i}:'ireanns {''Hi,:pom.t!!..);~a;~cjrp()tation 
. . 

. : . . . . .. ,: 11 ~ .' . ... . ;. """'. . . . ,: I, .i ...... • . '" . . . ~ • 
!" . :~ ::'~" •• ",,:~ •• ;",.: 'orgamzed and':mstmg under thel~ws: of;:fr.e.State:of QblO,.,w,tt~lts pnnclpal place-.ofb:t1smess~:Ohio. 

~ . 12 . .: '. ;~ . . '. T .., , .. ' 
~'" :~.:. ~,:!:,; :. . ,.:." ... : .' 51. Defendant Mossberg' &·.So,ns; O.F., 18 a cOIp:oration orgamzea andf.e~~lE;t$g~der the 
I. " 13 .. '. . : .;: .... ~.;. : 'I'~ : • 

.. ' : :, ... ~~.:. !lV.'~ . 'laws of the".state~{)f Connecticut ·With'its;pifu~ip~ place ofbilSiness in Connecticut'~r ~~.:i::~t.~ .. i:." '{., ,:' . -:":' 
14 

" . ,:: ~ :: ... ; : .. . ':.:',, ': 52. De~endant~tematiori,~fArinament Corp.:dIb(aInteranns Industries;:J:nc~"lliteranns") 

16 
:. "f . ofbusiness in Virginia, and importS· handguns manufactured by defendant Carl W~t}jer GmbH, 'a German 

.17 
corporation with its principal place of bus mess in Germany .. 

18 
53. Defendant Kel-Tec CNC Industries, Inc. (''Kel-Tec'') is a corporation organized and 

19 
existing Under the laws of the State ofFlorid~ with its principal place of business in Florida. 

20 

21 
54. Defendant Navegar, Inc. ~/a In:tratec U.S.A., Inc. ("Intratec") is a corporation 

. . 
organized and existing 'under the laws of the State of Florida with its principal place of business in 

22 
Florida.. 

23 

24 
55. Defendant North American Alms, Inc. is a corporation organized and existing under 

25 the laws of the State ofUmb with its principal place of business in Utah. 

26 56. Defendant Rohm GmbH is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the 

27 Federal Republic of Gennany with its principal place of business in th~ Fedeml Republic of Gennany. 

28 57. Defendant Siganns, Inc. ("Sigarms'j is a corporation organized. in the State of New 
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1 Hampshire, with its principal place ofbusiness in New aampsbire. 

2 58. Defendant Smith & Wesson Corp. ("Smith & ~esson") is a corporation organized 

3 and existing under the laws of the Stat~ of Delaware with its principal place of business in Massachusetts. 

4 59. Defendant Star Bonifacio Echeverria, S.A. is a corporation organized and existing 

5 under the laws of Spain with its principal place of business in Spain. 

6 60. Defendant Sturm, Ruger & Company, mc. ("Stunn. Ruger") is a corporation organized 

7 and existing under the laws of the State ofDeiaware with its principal'place ofbusiness.iii.;Connectic~t 

.:_;;~l~ 8 ..... :: bl. <·Defendant S. W. Dani61, inc .. is a cOlJloration.organized and existing.\W3.der tpe laws 

. :~. 9 of the State of GeQrgia,:with its principal.place of business in "Q'eP.~~a. :s .. .. : .h~ 

. '. ~?~~,p' . ... .' "':~ '6Q~~~~De~endant Taurus :·I:rt~~tional. Manuf~g~;.~.: ;('!Taurnsll
) is~a;:'RoIporation 

·.·.~1.,A\ 'organized and~xistmg!Onder the·laws: .. of..th~ S~~~ o.f.Califom:ia;~~.~ts principal pl~c:t;q~.bp.siness in . . . . .. ,'. " 

.' _. ·;:;r!~?, ·(Jalifomia, ~d:iI:Q.PS.rtS'.handguns manu~~Uk:4 by;d~f~ndant:F 9ij~;X"auras; $:i\., a B~~:~,:~~rp.~ration 
. 13 .. ..... _.' . .t ,: . .. . 

. : .. ..)~i:,.~,· Wlth.lts pnnclpal:.p~e of bus mess m Brazil.- ;,. , ...... : .. ' >' ; ::,j~;." ;:',"',",.;; .... ': :., :;':.'1.:',.:;'., 
14 . .' . 

; ".;. , .. ~ :' ". ..63 ...... Defendant U.S .. Rep~at~.Anns Co., Inc._.(a/lp'a.Westchester)-}~·.~: .. ~QqlQrntio~. 

15 .or~a$ed 3J;J.d ex1stiIig lllldcr the laws ofth~ Siate ~ofC~IUlecticut.Yli~ its principal pl~e of~~es~ in 
16 

Connecticut. .. 
" " 

17 
64 .. At all times r~levant hercln, DOES 1·100, inclusjve were business entities, the status 

18 
of which are currently unknown. DOES 1-100 manufactured. handguns that are 'or were distributed, 

19 
marketed, and/or sold within the jurisdictional limits of California (hereinaftei referred to as part of the 

20 
"Defendant Manufacturers"): 

21 

22 
65. The following Defendants are industry trad~ associations (hereinafter ref~ to as 

the "Defendant Trade Associations") that are composed ofhandguns manufacturers, distributors, and 
23 

sellers, including some or all of the Defendant Manufacturers: 
24 

25 
66. Defendant American Shooting Sports C,!Ullcil, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as the 

26 ·'ASSC") is a tax exempt business league under section SO 1 (c)( 6) of the Internal Revenue Code organized 

27 and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia with its principal office in Georgia. ASSC is an 

28 industry trade association composed of handgun manufacturers and sellers. including some or all of the 
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1 Defendant Manufacturers. 
. . 

2 67. Defendant National Shooting Sports Foundati~n, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as the 

3 ''NSSF') is a tax exempt business league under section 501 (c) ( 6) of the Internal ReYenue Code organized 

4 and existing under the laws of the State of Connecticut with its principal office in Connecticut. NSSF 

5 is an industry:trade association composed of .firearm manufacturers and sellers, including some or all of 

6 the Defendant Manufacturers. 

7 68; (Defendant Sporting Arms and Amm~tion M.~tIfacturers 7 Institute, Inc. (hereinafter 

.. ' . .' :t: .. 8 refeh-ed to as the ',:SAAMr,) is a tax ·exempt. b'Qsm~ss lea~e und~ section 501 (c)(6) of.¢elI,l.temal 

· ; .... .:.:,!.~~\ 'Revenue Code organized and existing under ih~.l~~ of-the S~te ~(<;;onnecticut..:with:iiS . .pl:inqipr4ciffic~ . 
. . . 

• I • .. :.;·~~LO ... :. '. '. . . . . ...... . ' . .' 7 ... : i~ . '.. • . .:' 
, . .'. ',.!."" •. ;.-). "'m ConnectIcut. BAAMI IS an -mdUstry"trade'~sq~~~tion ®.1llpOsed.(J;fl.handgun.xrum~i~d·,~ell~W~ .... 

. '" :-

· 'I:.~:i <!b.{ ':'1h'cluafug same:or.:'ali·ofthe Defendant.MahhfaC~ez:s;~ \ .. 'i ""::-" :.~.: ~·:.i; . :':'j-: :' .. ".;'.:\'~:ft:!,j{ ~:':': .,;:'~:,.' !'::;':- ':' 

:. : .. ,.,:,:;?J..~f: l.,~ ... ,:.· ~·· .. .'.,L >:: ::'~i"'6~ i:oAt all times ~relevant' 'h~ein~' 'DOES"~1 Ot~J2.s~.;lljclusive were ·bu~~~:.Cb.~es; ... th~;. ", 
13 ." '. ;.,:: '.' ... , . . 

. : ":,:' :statlis ofWhicb are'.'currently unknown. . DqES·..l:Qk1~5 atejn~llStry trade·.as~ociations;~·~~et.; .: ... 
14 

... }5 distributorS, and"sellers, mclud.#lg some'or all ofthe..Defei1dant·Manufac~.:'.·· . 
. 16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

70. The following Defendants, and each of them. distribute and mmket handguns that are .. ': 
. . 

or were found within the jurisdictional1imits of California (herein;after referred to as the ''Defendant 

Distributors''): 

71. Defendant B.L. Jennings is a corporation organized and existing under the la.ws of 

the State of Nevada with its principal place of business in Nevada. B.L. Jennings distIibutes guns made 
21 

by Defendant Manufacturer Jennings in California. 
22 

23 
72. Defendant Ellett Brothers is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of 

24 the State of South Carolina with its principal place of business in South Carolina. Ellett Brothers 

25 telemarkets handguns nationwide, including in California. 

26 73. Defendant International Armament Corp. d/b/a Interarms Industries, Inc. 

27 (''Interarms") is a corporation organized and existing 'under the laws of the State of Delaware with its 

28 principal place ofbusi~ess in Virginia. Interarms imports and/or distributes handguns made by several 
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1 different manufacturers, including defendant Carl Walther GmbH. Interanns distributes its products to 

2 at least 46 California dealers, which are identified on its internet site. 

3 74. RSR Wholesale Guns, Inc. is a corporation organized ~d existing under the laws of 

4 the State of New York with its principal place of business in New York. Based on infonnation and 

5 belief, RSR Wholesale Guns, Inc., distributes firearms in California, including guns manufactured by 

6 defendant Taurus Intema~onal ~anufacturing. Inc. 

75. SOlithern .Ohio GWl Distnoutors is a corporation organized and exi.stipg under the . . 

,:",~ 

,'.\ .9.·: :.: ..... :~. 

laws of the State.ofObio with its principalpFace of~usiness in OhiQ<Based on infonnatio.~~d belief, 

Southern Ohio Gup.;j)ismbutors distribntes·,1lreanns in C~for:Wa;~)·:7;:.,:._.·:,· :, ,. . ::,'. ·:i;:.f7. 
.' " : .. 

·l!l, ""n . .... . i: : .. 1;~,·:··.!A~al:l"times releVati.t h~e:1n, DOES 126-2.Q.b,_·41~1~.si¥~.Yf.~e·b~~s:s..i~tities, the '. 

'.. \,., 'Pl. 
~. . ~ '\ 1:· :' . . .' ,:. 

statusofwhich~e:.cuttentlyunknown~ .. DOeS::~126-200distti.b~t;.i}nQ{Qt:·~et:·fire~:that~or were ';: 
.: : -, .! :. • .~ . \ 

found witbin-CaIifo~a:~(hete~fter referred:1p'~ the· ''D~f~~fJJi.striPllt(.)!$.~} .' :' .. : ,; ~·i:. /d·j; ": ' ...... )?: , '.. :." ('-

. . . ::: .... ,.7:1.;' 'The,foUowing defendari~;~:md ~ach of:them.;:';~,9~~?,tld market'h~d~ that are 
14 

.,' ~ . 
• -,'. "1 fi d '.~,..; ... tho • "di . nalili' fC-1~'&:' .. '" or were· oun ~'I.llU~" eJUDSl ctio . 11l1~ 0 ~o~;·;·:.; .. / .... ;:".:::: .', .. '~ 

15 : .' d:$ .. Defendant B & B Group~' Inc., is a corporatio~,.oJ;~~ and existing. under the laws 
16 

of the State of.qaliforma with its prinicipal place ofbusiness':~ ,Cw.fonrla. . ,'" 
17 

18 
79. Defendant Andrews Sporting Goods, Inc., is a corporation organizeed and existing 

under tha laws of the State of California with its prinicipal place ofbusin~S5 in California. 
19 

20 
80. Defendant National Gun Sales, Inc., is a cop oration organized and existing under the 

laws of the State of Florida with its prinicipal place of business in California. 
21 

22 
81. Defendant S. G. Distributing,. Inc., is a cop oration organized and existing under the 

laws of the State of California with its prinicipal place of business in California. 
23 

24 
82. . Defendant Hawthorne Distributors, Inc., is a corporation organized and existing under 

25 the laws of the State of California with'its prinicipal place ofbUBiness in California. 

26 83. At all times relevant herein, DOES 201-300, inclusiv~ were business entities, the 

27 status of which are currently unknown. DOES 201'-300 distribute, market and/or sell handguns that are 

28 or were found within California (hereinafter referred to as the '"Defendant Dealers"). 



.. : " 

05/27/1999 15:00 213-580-3534 CITY ATTORNEY PAGE 14 

1 84. Plaintiff is ignorant of the true names and capacities of Defendants sued herein as 

2 DOES 1-300. Plaintiff alleges that each of the fictitiously named Defendants is responsible in some 

3 manner for the violations herein alleged. Plaintiffwill seek leave to amend this complaint to allege such 

4 names and capacities when such have been ascertained. All of ~e above-named Defendants, DOES 1-

5 '300, and the agents and/or employees of those Defendants, were responsible in some manner for the 
, ' 

6 obligations, liabilities and'violations herein mentioned, ',Nhich Were legally caused by the aforementioned 

7 Defendants and DOES 1-300. 

," ", .' ... : 

" 
. ~'~;: ... ~ t;~'~\::~~' ~~! .J, ••• 

. . ,.:.;~~x . .'.': ' 

',,:," ,,':', ) .. -~). ',:'; ',t·.'." .. ', . 
14 " ,', , :, 

" '"" 85. The widespr,ead avajlabUityJmd misuse of fire~:py'minqrS, ~conyj~t~ '?~, 
15 '" :",' , '~ , ' 
"::t" 'and"other unauthorized users"is',one"ofthe most s@ious problems faciJ,lg ~ n~tion.'....In lW-?,~; th~'~ost 
16 

17 
reCent year for which finaI.nationwide statistics ~available, more than 34,P,00 people were killed:with 

firearms. Of these, more than 14,300 were homicides and about 18,100 were suicides, withmo~ than 
18 

1,100 deaths from unintentional shootings. In additio~ based on 1992 data, approximately 99,000 
19 

individuals are treated annually in hospital emergency rooms for non-fatal firearm injuries, with about 
20 

one·fifth of these for accidental shoo~s. Handguns cause most of these injuries and deaths. By 
21 

comparison, in other fudustrialized nations, no more than a few hundred people are killed each year by 
22 
23 handguns. 

24 86. Statewide statistics for California reveal similar patterns of handgun violence. In 

25 1997 alone. there were 1,835 homicides committed with firearms, the majority of which are handguns. 

26 In 1997~ fire,arms were the predominant means of committing homicide, constituting 72.3% of total 

27 homici.des. Hand,gt,Uls alone represented over 64% of the total homicides and 89% of fireann homicides. 
, . 

28 During the five-year period 1992 through 1997, handguns were used in over 62% of the total homicides. 
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1 In addition, in 1997, there were over 25,000 incidents in California in which a victim suffered serious 

2 injuries from a fireann. 

3 87. 1his pattern of handgun violence is repeated in Los Angeles as well. For example, 

4 in 1997 there were 502 :fireann deaths, of which 303 were homicides. In Compton, in 1997, there were 

5 56 fireanns deaths, 51 ofwmch were homicides, and in . West Hollywood, there were 5 firearms deaths. 

6 88. For each of these fatal shootings, there are roughly three non-fatal shootings that 

1.; require emergency room care. Indeed, the L6.~,·Angeles City Fire Departmen,t responded to tp.~ scene of 
.' . 

~: . 1,365:firearm incidents in 1997 after 911 wa!i<ianed. Furthermore~ th~ w,ere 1.928' hospita!~ons due 

~. 'to firearms'; :ofwhicff676 were fatal. ;' !t '. :,.;,. . :, .:. :~: .. : .;: ......... :' . :'. ;~. . . 
~ ,: 

~.O: :'. . '".,:'f '89: 'Th.ese:"deaths.and injuiiJk:are devast~ting.:for. ~j~d.ivj4ua1s'~involyed~tiQr their ".:, 
: . ii· . . ii 

. : .:~ 

' ... \'!.;: *"; ~ . >.:.: lit\ ~familles ana .coiririluhl~es .. 'and for':the Sta,ti~'4f California~ dMor.eOy~~;fu~,pery:aa~v.~ .t}n:eattpf!Aandgun .' 

...... ~~~<~ .S-:. )':;:':: l~~ "violence affects·:the:{~ot. aild' quality .:ofeY~ay life, ~~~for ~h.o.~\~~Q:JP;;e.::nQ;" t\ire¢t..~~$.ts. 
13' ~ .. , .. ,'. '. '.: " . '. . ,<,,:~, TI. .. ..... " .. " 

14 
: ':", :'.: '"Y\.: .. ~",' : . 

IS 
~\' : ..... " -:: 

16 

17 

? .~~ \, :t 
• • • " .. ~,~ • • >1 

THE IDGH LEYELS ~F F~ ~::JN CAl..W-ORl'llA.J$'.)!(JEJ:;ED,. .' . ',' . : . 

BY.:mE EAsy A, V AIL~aITY:OF HANDGUNS TO~n.LE~IT~E {JSEltS, 

',' ,:' . t·· ", 

90. Defendants, and each of them, empl(lY a two-tier distribution system to market 
18 

handguns to the public. Through a two-tier distribution system, handguns flow from the manufacturer 
19 

to distn'butor to dealer to purchaser. A two-tier distn'bution system facilitates, and, in fact, is designed. 
'20 

to facilitate, ~dgun acquiSition by persons. not authorized or intended to usc, sell or possess handguns, 
21 

such as criminals and children. In sho~ it is an inappropriate manner to ~et a letbalproduct such as 
22 
23 a handgwI. since it encourages distribution to the broadest market possible without employing safeguards 

24 against the illegal sale and use of handguns by illegitimate users. 

2S 91. A substantial percentage of the handguns used to inflict harm and injury on California 
. . 

26 residents are obtained through the illegitimate secondary market created and promoted by the conduct 

27 of Defendants. That Defendants' acts and omissions have created and promoted. the illegitimate 

28 secondary market is a matter of common knowledge to Defendants, as is demonstrateQ. by the following 

::. 
:: 
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1 sworn statement of Robert Haas, the former Senior Vice-President of Marketing and Sales for defendant 

2 Smith & Wesson: 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 " ': .. ;.4, 

13 
, , 

'1$ .. . 
'" " .,..~ ' •• t ;:.:" \ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

. ,,' 

"The company [Smith & Wesson] and the industry as a whole'are fully 

aware of the extent of the criminal misuse of handguns. The company and 

the industry are also aware that the black market in handguns is not simply 

the result of stolen guns but is due to the seepage of guns into the illicit 

marketi: 'from multiple thousands of unsuperviseQ. . .; .federal handgun 

Iicens~~. In spite of their ki1~;wledge. however, the industry's position", .: ";',;, .. :" 

has conSistently been to take n4 '~dependent action to (tli$ure responsible :,:: :.!::;. i':' ," ~ .,. , ' ;' 
· . . - ~ :~ . . ~.; . 

distrib,iti:on practices, to :riiaftitain.: that the presen,~~tijnimal federal: :,;':'; ;!~::';;:.;;:~: ~,; ,,:;;: .. 
. i; . ~ 

" ' ,regulatidh offederal handguri:~~s~~s-is,a.dequate an.fl;~ call for greater ::;~,~;~;,:\,j~~"<L:;~::;r ::"- '_ 
, . ~ /. ;; . '. ::. . 

criini~;;enforcement of tho~!:whG:,'Commit,'crimes;w.ith"guns as the: :J,::':;~'~:'~~f,j'.?::':.::,,:;, 
· ~ 

.. . ;: : .. ": . ., : " : 
solution to the firearm cnmeJ,problem., ... I '~ .. ·famihar Wlth the ".',,:",:r'~:!,~,;,?_ " 

· ,! . ~: .. " 

distribution and marketitig."p~~~ti~es.:Of:the [siclall'oftb,e principal U.S .. ,~,; \,:£~~C, .. :,., ,,':: :,' ; 
" .~ ~ .' •• I' 

~dgwl'manufacturers and w~ol-esa1e distributors amhlone of them, to ; :,.' ,~,':'.", ;:; ,- "."" "" . 

my knowledge, take additionahteps, beyond detexmining the possession 
", " 

of a federal h~dgun license; to investigate, screen:",or supervise the 

wholesale distributors and retail outlets that sell their product$ to insure 

that their products are distributed responsibly." 

92. National surveys demonstrate that minors and convicted criminals have easy access 

to handguns through the illegitimate secondaIy market For-example, a recent survey showed that 
22 
23 approximately 29% of 10th grade boys and 23% of 7th grade boys have at one time carried a concealed 

handgun. Another survey showed that 70% of all pnsoners felt that they could easily obtain a firearm 
24 
25 upon their release. Similarly, a recent study qf27 cities by the federal Bureau-of Alcohol, Tobacco and 

26 Firearms ("A TF"), which analyzed more than 75,000 firearm trace requests, reported that more than 11 % 

27 of firearms picked up in crime 'in major urban centers through~ut the United States were possessed by 

28 juveniles under age 18. In Los Angeles, the percentage of crime guns seized from juveniles was higher, 



~" : ., 

,', ! 

... :' 
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1 at 13.4%. The'same ATF study indicated that in the United States another 15% of crime guns were 

2 seized.from persons 18-20 years old, more than from any other three-year age group, adult or juvenile. 

3 Moreover, ATF tracing of trafficked crime guns found that more than 45% of the weapons seized were 

4 illegally possessed.by convicted felons. Large percentages of these guns have been·used in assaults, . , 

5 robberies, homicides, and other violent cri1l1es. More than 80% of the .firearms seized in crime are 

6 . handguns. 

7 .;:" /., 93. Despite these statistics, De~eIidants have not taken reasoIl3hle steps to keep lwldguns 

8 :I\%.t of the hands of minorS. To the contr.u:y, D.~endants m'lI'k~ th~;pfOduc~ in such a way:.t.Ji'tit they. 
o " • \:., 

9 'appeal to minors. For example~:one'ofthe gun;it!~try'~ leading ~e:,~~i~~QllS~ D.efendanf~ti9na1. 

10 ~iiooting' Sports:Fo~d8tion ~SSF), annburi~ in 1~92 a ~~ew:~'l~~.Q. ~$e~ and yot.IDg$ters/.?:; . 

. i 1 ~~SF struted ·a ~c,YO~ili.·:'EducatiOn Program" lni.9:i~~h\:(~r.inew. cu~t~~:iW.d :expansion ~f1~~:gun:t .' . 

. 1~ ·~arket~r:.'fh<fSept~l:;~r/0Ctober.1992 issue·Q'~~:~SF?.$.:mag~~ s;£a.$:Q~·&y~jue!;is cani.ed ~'~~l.·" :.::. 
13. :.:.. , . . . . .' .. .':. . ". .' '. . . "oya no~ed celebnty m the.lndustry, Gnts Gres~ Ju:wPicli:he s..~d:;:.::~-:~~. :T··,'~·::'J::.:' : .... 
14 ' 

,.,' ,',' ...... ':.'''." .' "~ere's'~ W~y to' help inSure ·that:b'ew f~es 'an9:~PQ§ket~~ks will 
15 ' , 

.. (':. : ' \'. ':.' c01iti'nue to p'atroruze your liusin~ss:"Use'the' sbhooi~ : ... lIlt's time 

, -j::," :. ",1 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

.. ' 
, ..... ' .. 

to make your'pitch for young mmds. as well as for the adult ones." .:: .~,. 

94. The ease with which guns are moved into the illegitUnate marketplace is also 

demonstrated by the short time between retai~ sale and criminal misuse for a'significant percentage of 

fireanns. ATF tracing data indicates that as many as 43% of firearms traced to crime in cities across 

. America have been bought from retail dealers less than three years earlier, which according to ATF is 

a strong indication that the firearm has been trafficked. An ATF study of South em California crime guns, 
24 

including those picked up· in Los Angeles, found that 31 % of the. guns traced bad been purchased from 
25 

a licensed dealer less than one year earlier. This same study noted that pistols were especially prone to 
26 
27 .quick turnaround: a third of the crime guns that were pistols were seized within one ye~ of being 

28 purchased, and niore than half were seized within two years. 
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m. 

DEFENDANTS' CONDUCT HAS CREATED A DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 

THAT FACILITATES AND SUPPLIES AN ILLEGITIMATE 

SECONDARY MARKET OF HANDGUNS 

95. Defendants' marketing and, distribution policies and practices facilitate, promote and 

7 Yield high volume"sales, widespread availability and easy access Wj~out any meaningful attention to ,or 

~ ,':i, 8 concern for'the c~sequerices . 
.. :.:.:, . .. : .. ~~~::.p:-: :-:.:..... :.~"ti;~.' . ..: ."~.~:: .:).::" .. '-"~(7 . " ",-:; ::~'.I; . 

, , 96;' -Defendants knovi arid ~~ye known for yeaci" that a substantial p~~tJge of:the 

, :'::i,;: :~~Q.ff ' ~d~' they m'~~~bture:'djstrib~~~"~~~1b~:~~il ~ p~~rabY Una~ihO~ed;~'~}in~l~g 
" " :" ':';'>"!('~:i}~~ ':',r'·:'" -', ,;~li31:)/:':l:; ,",_ ' , ,,', -1';"",c)'ii-~c4:,,: , '~~,'t\~:V:i : :', "',', ,',' ,'" '~I~,d, _, ' 

':,',\\', t:J2) }~,~~~~ an~ con~;~'~al~~ Man?, ~f~~ ~jlleg!lllY sold,~;:~s:~~~e~ are.sukS~~~t~r,,4se4 in 
''''':''!'':'~#I~; .: .. , .... ,,' ;",-::,.,..::t' 0" .",. ~ .. "'~"'.·'H.,,:A,)t ~~ .. : . . . . ....... ~: ...... :.~ .... ,. . ... ,:.:", :,'. ~i" . . 

'" :~ -l.~'. ,:~e:-co~ssion o~ ~~. Oef~dan~ ~~~~~~o~d h~ve knoWn:~t'~:conduct~OJit~(~~~~ and , 

.. '~4" '~~otWge their ~~s 'to' fun int~ 'an il1e~~i~~et-and-be used~Y:~oriied 'P.~$~iP."~::~er, 
" :-':':-i~ 'l;i' "it Was foreseenable ~ de~dants' cOIidricf~~~d taciliate and; '~cq~e ,th~iJ,:'hand~JQ',~ 'in~ an 

'i'~. ~ " , . " '! . .. .. : . • ·,A! '. . : f . :. ' .,' .. . :'J 

16' illegal market and'be uSed by unauthorized persons. ' ' ' ' ... 

17 

18 

19 

. ' 

l: , 

A. Over-Saturation of the Legitimate Market :, 

97. Defendants produce, market and distribute substantially ~ore handguns than they 

20 reasonably expect to ~ell to legal purchas~. There are about 6S million handguns in the United States, 

21 and about 2.5 million more are added each year. This sales volume is well in excess of the sales volume 

22 that can be supported by the legitimate market. A substantial percentage of these s~es is diverted to the 

23. secondary market. By their actions, defendants thus knowingly participate in and ~ilitate the secondary 

24 market for handguns. 

25 B. - Over .. Saturation of Weak Gun Control Jurisdictions 

26 98. Handguns move from jurisdictions with relatively weak gun control laws to jurisdictions 

27 with stronger gun control laws. Defendants are aware ,of and profit from this illegal trafficking 

28 
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1 
movement, yet do nothing to control or monitor sales in weak gun control jurisdictions to curb illegal 

2 
trafficking of guns from those jurisdictions into more heavily regulated jurisdictions. To the contrary, 

3 
Defendants eagerly sell as many handguns as are necessary to feed the secondary market in weak gun 

4 
control jurisdictions. As an example of this problem, Arizona and Nevada both border California and 

5 
have weaker gun control laws than this State. According to ATl' statistics, approximately 30% of the 

6 
7 fi,reanns traced in Sou~ Ca~~omia were originally sold ~t·retaillocations outside of California, 

prinCipally Nevada and Arizona. Although this migra~on' of handguns across·.·~t;ite lines contl'avenes' 8 • . 
" . "j'. '. . : .• : .... : 

9 federal law as well as reduces the -efficacy of Ca1if~a ;w4:1eca!)aw, D~fendant~:~ntinue to facilitate- ... : 

and ~C()~~ ·t1us::migratiOn by' ~~ersupplying thQ~.~~.~~~ctiQnS With·w~ak ~:~ontrollaws. : :~.I;\.!.; ',;. .::'. 

·<l~;;·(:)~:~),'.:i::.··:··-··; ' ... :;:."~" ):?t ',~;;:';,'.,):~)"'''';'''' ' :'. '.' .. ;. :-. .. ... 10 

11 '. '; .. ':,' .,' . (;. Distributing·,a~11:4guDS Without :E~e.rc~4Ig A;~~qua~~:<;'~Ji.1r9j;·.~:: .'. . ';;:x:' '.: .; 

12 
:.':/~:"'~:.::'.?::." ::.;.:~, .. ~. .:::: ;:.. /',~' ,.':::,.; >«<' .: .. ::'. ":': ..... <; .. ','" : . 
':'.:: ,::,~}.f:"':'.Q9 ... D~(en4~~':unres~ed distributio~:pr~cti~·~.~ize their.:;s_~l~~ ~thout any ch~k:i ;, 13 ;" .': .. ,., .... "," . ", .", ' .. ' . ' '. ," , .. ; ,.:, , . . ..' ..... :,. " ' ... '.':, 

or p~aup'o.n; :at,ld. ~~~ut:p'lac~g ct'fective' contr9..ls o~: .~~ d,istributQrs·: .cSr: 4~~lers; which include.: ., 

14 dis~~m~~~;~'~~~ps, pa~~h~~, ~ Sh~ws, andi.~l~~~~~~~~· A1tho~gh:D~~dants" distributi~.. . , IS ',.,t .. ,:, "'. . . . .' ',; " , '. :; ,',' ': ' " .,' '.. '. . .:; ,. 

practices increase sales volum~s and hence profits, they minimize contacts; between Defendant 
16 

manufaCturers and their distributors and dealers, and.ptevent any meaningfu,l.monitorjng of compliance 
17 

with· federal, state and local laws. ' 
18 

19 100. Def~dants do not monitor or supervise their distributors or dealers, except in ways 

20 aimed at maximizing profits. Some Defendants have distribution agreements that provide for the right 

21 oftennination, and occasionally have terminated or warned distributors or dealers. However, engaging 

22 in a dangerous sales practice that would make handguns easily available for potential criminal use has 

23 not been the basis for temrin.ation and is not included in the terms of the agreements. The only reasons 

24 contemplated for termination are: not maintaining minimum prices, advertising the price that the 

25 distributor pays to the manufactmer, Of, in some instances, selling to law enforcement or making foreign 

26 sales. There is no mention of termination for selling to or facilitating the crime market. 

27 

28 
101. Defendants do not require that their dealers and retailers be trained or instructed to: 
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1 
(1) detect inappropriate purchasers; (2) educate purchasers about the safe and proper use and storage of 

2 

4 
distributors and retailers with any feedback, require their distributors to monitor or supervise their 

5 
dealers, or train their distributors and dealers regarding the dangers and practices alleged herein. 

6 

. .'.7 102. Defendants purposely avoid any connection tq or":vertical integration with the . . . . .: 
<.1, 

'. ~'.~' distributors and d~a1erS that seil their p~~ucts. .They offer .. Jrigh: voi~~ rp.o~etary ~~ntives and 
.t~':..! ".~;~.:~.:~ .. ~:I.' ,.:.~ " ,'::~~.;.'.' . J •• , ..... : •• ~, •• ,' • •• ..:~~: .... 9' generally refuse to *ccept returns, and they ~ontractually attempt ~~;~:(t ~llllability and''¢~onsibility 

;. ", .~:~: ,.' :··:.=·, .. ·~·,i:·:/::·. :'.~.; .. :. .: ::"",.: .•. ' .. ::',,: ::.::. '," ;...... .. 
'. 1;0, for the harm do~~ qY'~~lr p~oducts· to ~e ·~t.nbutors and de~~S;'t~?f;<~ i.'. '.:, :'>.' . .. .. : ..... ~,tt';. 
, .... _ . " . ("::' . : " • . .... < : ; '. . .... . 

',~, ,:~~?:':";r:l::::," loj:·:ri~t~~atili.~s do not~e,'aVM~le computerizedj~t$.ry;$d sa1es.t1;~Jq~~~~~Ill$·.that 

'. ~" ,,:. :: ;;:Nb .. are' cOtnmOn1y;~I,inexpe.O$i~el; used,~~~~out Americ~!~J$~·:tq.Jimit ~l(l.~cr~~~to~erst 
.. '; : ,q, ,. , .' .. ' . { .> .,: '.. . s~ .. ,:;: '. . h: :, :. '.; -;:, 

.. ' ..•. :. "',;:]: ".i! '·patticularly m·l1l'.d~tries.:thatproduce·d,anger~~ pr.hannful P~~W~<,·:f ,:.:-: ... :,. ';;'Lit;t~,:· .. '. 
, )..... I' '. 

l4 ~.:: :,:. '.: :' . 
' .. : ": ','.:': .:, ... . . 10:4.'::·lt)Uier·manufactUrers o"f. d,a.D~erO'lis or hann:fiil ~rp.' ~u .. ' em .• ··.u"clu.4.'·..i..· .... ·m.m.' ufattur.··. :.:. era of .' 15 . ". ~ . , y! ~, " 

. ":~::'i~ 'J~~ca1s and ~~f~i~, place restrictiomtah~'I1huts· on the distribt1i~n, di~~butors).andtl~~ of their 

:' " \ 7 . products to avoid'known detrimental dons~qu~b'es, In sbaIp contrast, Defendants ha~e :~letely failed 

18 and refused to adopt any such limits or to engage in eveD: min~al monitoring or sup~rvision of their 

19 distributors and dealers. 

20 

21 

22 

D. Facilitating Straw Purchases and Multiple Sales 

~ 05. Defendants do not limit, or require o~ encourage their distributors and dealers to limit, 

the number, purpose or frequency o~ handgun purchases, nor do they monitor or supervise their 
23 

distributors or dealers to encourage practices or policies that limit access to handguns for criminal 
24 

purposes . .As a direct, foreseeable and mown result of defendants' condu~ a large number of handguns 
25 

are regularly diverted to the illegal market through "straw purchases. II 
26 

27 106. A "straw purchase" occurs where the purchaser of the handgun as reflected in the 

28 governmental application forms is a "dll:JllDly" purchaser for someone else, most often a person wbo i~ 
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. 1 
not qualified to purchase the handgun under the applicable federal, state and local laws. In some 

2 

'3 

4 

situations, the real purchaser will be present during the sale of the handgun. He or she may select the 

handgun, handle it and even provide the cash for the purchase. In other situations, for example in a straw 

purchase for a gang. the straw purchaser will purchase a number of handguns within a short period of 
5 

In this situation, a straw purchaser may engage in repeated multiple handgwi purchases . 

. : ,.~~: 107. Straw purChas~s account fo~ a substantial percentage of hanqguns diverted into the;;' '1 

q.,:< .. ' .. '. 9 il~egal ·fii~ket. ACCQMng.io ·:~'.tec.ent,study~ more ,~·:one--half of.:Jhe .:6re~ .:subject. 'to firearrD.~~; 
• 'I • 

. ; i;i:i'; . ;;.;' . 10 . trat?ckirig. investigatibns Wde .¥rltia11y 00q~ as p~t..~f a 'straw ~ha$¢~,;::#6tlrer $.dy~~this one;:; :.:: 
; .' . . .. : . .' t~ . . ' .. '. . ;: 

;,+\:,~;~; ;::~::~ . ; . .}"l: ;w.v~l~~s sei~ by, ~~~i~.~r9~tmt;~~~~:!p':!.$.outhem C~.?~OI:¢a.::"t~~~~·~~91.e::~~~ ) 
'1" ;. • : • • it. ' . '.. ~. 

\~}.'~il:t·:·: .. ,.; :'.: ·i·~.: ;::*~.~'. P.(.tk:~:,g~s. n;:triey,~~ ~Y)~~:·~f.~?fD,l;~n,~.~~~~;~}~{~~ssession ~E:;~ p~~ gW:~J;~1h~:~~~.~rj~a1rf. .~; 
<.00 : . '13 pUrchaser .,'... . :.'::;".'" . "1" . : •.. :...... : ' . 

• ":':". f,.!."" . .•.. :; : ',;.: ; ;,,: '::r' '. ·: ... i·:: : .. , .. ,' \'~"'~ : ~,'. . . '.:;- f~' ',' : ' .. : " .... '. . ').,~~, ·'0· • •. . . . •• : ___ .' .,' ,':" 

; . 14':' '. i: . .. . '. . ". .~ . 
)';:"'.:;.r. <, ': : ..... ;.:. : .... : ·.i·: . .. ' ,f:': 108. Simil~l'y, theJe~~!.Qfm.ultip;~:.s~esjs su.bst~al. ·~·recent;l~w.:enfru:~~~~study.:. ;'. 
, '15':" . " .. . :'. ,:.., . ;' '. '. . . . 
. : '. ofSQuth~ California' a:palyzed 5, 743 inst~C$ Qfmwtiple sales over a:nme-month periodinvOlyWg.·,the: ... '. 16 . . , '. 

:purchase of13,181 guns.' A significant perc~t#~g~ of these transactions involved the purchas*,~t'.tbreB 
17 . . ", . . , 

. ~ '. 

or more guns at a time. The report concluded that "[m]ultiple purchaseS seem relatively COmmon in 
18 

California, where there has been no set limit to the number of guns that a private penon can purchase." 
19 
20 More recent data ~dicates that as many as 22% of all handguns purchased in California in 1998 were part 

21 oftnultiple sales. 

22 109. Although straw purchases often occur under circumstances that indicate or should 

23 indicate that a straw purchase is being made, Defendants take no steps to prevent these straw pUl'Cbases 

. 24 from occmring or to limit the number of straw purcbases that occur. For example, Defendants offer no 

2S training or guidance to enable the store clerk to recognize ~hen a straw purchase is occurring. SimilarlY7 

26 Defendants undertake no remedial actions to prevent a known straw purchaser from continuing to make 

27 purchases. Defendant Manufacturers also full to adequately supervise and monitor both their distri1?utors 

28 
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1 
and dealers with respect to straw purchases. Additionally, they do not investigate their distributors and 

2 
dealers or review their records to detennine whether straw purchases are occurring or the extent to which 

3 
they are. Finally, Defendant Manufacturers fail to impose any sanctions, inclu~g possible termination 

4 
of the relationship, upon their .distributors or dealers upon learning that a straw purchase or a series of 

5 
straw purchases has occurred. 

6 

7 E. Allowin.g Sales to "Kitchen Table" Dealers 

'8 '.~: 110. "Kitcl}~' table" dealers are"~handgun"d~alers wh(f;~O not sell handguns, from an 

"9; I;Stabli~hed rdait'store'."~t rather seit='firearms -i#~inWrroaJ settitigs, ·incl~.jhg bJ,lt not"limit¢d,tQ:~house, .; 
:·:.:W: ';:~ii>fi~:a'fuar~et, gun ~4\ii, or even·o~~e:Jtr~~~~~M~Y.,~nhese'kitche~Hable d~al~oP.~¢iil)~g~IY,:~ ;. 

t .; ':'.' :' .; 

:{l.. ~ih:-violatfuri:~6f:~tai~·ati~.ioca1liCeIisilig an:aipHlrii)aW.'~,· .,.~1W.y.!.~f.th~~ dealers ·also. engag~;:iil::C>.ther,}:: . 
"::~~I: i:coi%pt.pktfi~~;"inCltiding but not .limited t~ :~~11~~4ahdgJtiii;,iiQo~.~~mple~g':~ apPrh~~<a)1d: ... 'j 

.13 . ~ecessary. background' Jitecks on the. PUIChas~). f~l~g·.~p::rcpQ~ 's~es;,:~iling to ke~_:recotiI~~~~~Sal~~':' " 
14 . .; " .. : '. ': ,. . ... 
': ..falsifying .~JidS: 9f.sa1(!S.1 obliteratilig-;.seril;ll. n~p.,~ q~~s;:an~qr:falsely chQ~ thflt:l~lp, guns.!, ; 1'=" ..' I .' .' '. '. ;; . • • • • •• :; • 

'Were stolen:.;:.~;~enti.eport ofSou,tl}em CalifQmia criIIie·~:discus'se~ several ~es wher~;corrupL , .. 
16 .1 

dealers had·.~v.erted well over 1,OOO-firearms apiece. to' the'~al market. 
17 

18 111. Defendants know or should know about the practices of kitchen table dealers set forth 

19 herein. Defendants have nevertheless ~old thousands of guns to kitchen table dealers, without taking 

. 20 approp.riatt; steps to reduce u:O.lawful resale by such dealers. Such s~eps include but are not limited to 

21 supervising and monitoring su:ch deal~rst tracking crime gun trace requests relating to such dea1~, 

22 reviewing dealer records for inaccuracies and falsified information, requiring distributors to resell guns 

23 only to dealers with a permanent store location. and ~uiring all dealers to maintain a permanent.sto~ 

24 location. 

25 

26 

27 

F. DeSigning Weapons Without Features to Discourage Unauthorized Use 

112. illegal handguns trafficking depends upon the ability oftmauthorized users to operate 

28 weapons obtained from traffickers. Use of designs and features that preclude this ability. such as designs 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

and features that prevent unauthorized use or facilitate tracking of handguns, would discourage 

trafficking and reduce the flow ofweapons to the illegal market. Notwithstanding the availability and 

feasibility of such designs and features, Defendants have continued to manufacture, distribute and sell 

handguns that do not include a design or feature preventing unauthorized. 

113. Thousands of handguns diverted to crlme also have had their serial numbers obliterated 

i: . to prevent tracing ofthefir~3!ll1PY law enforce,ment. Such guns are more Useful to criminals·,~ho seek 
n . 

8~! Ato eliminate the tr~~ks~'pf their ~es. Def~~ts are aware of~s .P!Q~1en1; and the ease.~ which 

.t'" 9: ~~erial numbers c~; b~.~~~terated, but have.~~~!J, no initiative to m~!t.;~~~t ~eri~ numbers .-proof. 
. '. j: .' ': 

':~1:~ !~r:The recent ATE ~4.Y~~f*g ~i~es found, 01'(~~~f<lge, that more ~~~~.~R!\tb,~ ~trace4~~pe had 

.. J~) .!\lblitetated seriNq~,~ Los Angeles,!!\lI~)/ler study iden!ili~_I';~n;upt dealOl\~,*,uthem . 
. . :~'~~ .~~~omia wh'?:~lrij~~t~:tp~'~erial numb;~.,~~:a major portio~\O~~~j~t~'~ Jb~ de~~ di~$~ to the 

• ~ :. • • • . '.'! 

'v~'~'" r;¢minal mark~tp~a~~;~,;;.·.: :,;~';:j::' : .,: .... A.';f:} . " :.> . ;';.H''':.:~<::),'i?;'i·~·.· .. ~ ~:·.'l). 
'. ~ .. 1: ._'. . ' ... ,:." .... ,.: ... ;(.: . .'.~ .. :,., ... :~i.... .. . /:.~,.:;:.'.. . .,' ........ ',~-: • . .... i.·· ••••. " ...... . ~. "0 I. , ~ • "', • ",\', •••• :,",': • ~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
27 

28 

:. of, :. i/ 

-
.·;~P¥:.:' :. ': ... ~ ;., .. "'" .,". 
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IV. 
1 

2 

3 

4 

DEFENDANTS BA VE DESIGNED HANDGUNS TO AP..,EAL TO CRIMINALS 

5 

6 

AND HAVE INCREASED PRODUCTION TO MEET DEMAND 

Fl{OM THE ILLEGAL MARKET 

114 ... Over the last 20 years, D~fendants have ~ged certain design featur~ and the 
7 

'. . ,. .8' prod~ction ou~\~~ of handguns. P~vio~lY, mo~t handguns ~i2UCed were ~volvers,. with six b:ull~ts 
.. ;) .... :c.!:l?;'.>9:: .~.~.or~ in a.,!2ta~~ cylinder that come ~~i~,;~~' re~~~.ed qui~~ .. ~e:w most handguns :J~re:.~emi-au~Qmatic 

:-,:~~~ :.rif~g4 :::-p'i;~ls wi$~~?uU.~~,:stOred in ~~i~::i.~~t;-.p,~:Stpls ~~:~~:,a f~l~ rate, and ~eit'~~~~i;~~~~.:~i~allY 
.i' . :,~;.£:.$ .. ,: ;~.'~~;Jl~; ,p~ b~ de~~~e~ .. ~d replaced ~~, 9~~~~' .~l~w.ipg for .~~.tai!,l~~ firing against~~pW:~4m:¥~·: 

\..,;: .. ~:. ", .~.,:.~:!c-.' . ...... ' ,~ . 'l:-.;;Y .' ,(~::--:~.. . ,"' .' r::'~?~ .~. "'::.:~'.: "',:l: .. ~, :'.~: •. . • ::. : '~\. ..~.I~;7-'., ':: .. : . ':. :.~.~:,yj:.~:: ... ~.\.~;.~ . .:~ -;.. :~. . 

.:, ;.:' J:t;~:).; .. ~f.f,~~.~/ :'.: . : .. , . ".: :-<::~~ l~ .. ;~:~~any of ~~.'pisf~~~,.~~,i~~~.d. by ~efe~~~~fd ~any ~f::th.::;?~.~~::m~?lV€4S are 

. ,:. 13': increasingly'smaller, easier to c9n~~iu, m~~.~w~ andrapi4~:fi,~ng. Henc~: the.~e. .. ~~o~s.aJ:e·ever . 
.... ;:~ ... <.·:M .. :.:.~~:.: ... : ... · :-... , ,.!::, ~ .. :..~:.,,:.:~ # .. , ,"!·:·:1;~, .... "!,.: I; : I:, '.0": '. ' 

14 more lethal. Many are also considerably ch~aper than iA :tll.(rp~... .. ... ,., ·.;;i ;,Y:.::· ' .. ':' . 

; , . ,'.:,,:.;; '.,.: ,..:': "15 ' ':\ ~ 6 .. The producti~n' ~f ~~~~ ~dguns was ~~.~ciaIiY'preva1ent ~~~~ii~~~ts MIT, 
'.::r' .,::.: ~6' Lorcin, B~~'~ Davis, Phoenix and:~~~ ~~. This gro~ ofCalifomia m~ufa~~'~' all within 

:. : ..... '17 45 miles of the City of Los Arig~1~~~~d has b~ dubb~'by a well-known rese~her as the "Ring of 

18 Fire." The o~der, established companies, like Defendants Smith & Wesson, Sturm. Ruger & Co., and 

19 Colt, have followed the lead of the "Ring of Fire" companies, producing sinUlar hand~, while also 

20 making more expensive models. 

21 117. Defendants have increased the production of particular handguns that are popular for 

22 use by criminals. For example, over the past decade, during which the overall demand for handguns has 

23 declined, Defendants increased their production of 9-millimeter handguns although their own market 

24 research showed that the market for 9 millimeters among law-abiding purchasers was already saturated. 
25 

Nine-millimeter handguns are popular in the illicit drug ~ade and, according to most national studies, 
26 

27 

28 

are among the handguns used most frequently in crime. A recent study concluded that 9 millimeter 

handguns are the weapons of choice for criminals, accounting for almost a third of all homicides. 
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1 

2 
118. Defendants know or should know that they manufacture and market handguns, the 

5 
permits have been is~ed. 

6 
" I: 

. " 

. '~ ~ . 

. '.' v . 
7 

8 

9 
". '.,:: :1;;' -, DEJl'ENDANTS'·.C,ONDUCT U:NnERMlNES THE PUBLIC ,-"PLICY . 

.. '.>' .. . .: ,)': . . ':', '. ' . ~ . \ :.:.J:: 
'.~.~.'.: .~ .. J 

.,10 
'. ::':" .. ;;,.::.(: .. ':; .>:.,.: ,EMBODIED,1N LOCAL, STATE~·AND·FEDERAL ~WS' . '.< . 

. .:., .:": ..... .'. .' ' .. ', .:. '.: ': .",' .'. . . . ..' " ',: '.~' ., .. ~'~. 

:-:;\: ,~.~.~~, ':11 .. " .. >.:~' .,'i~.~I,.f.~:~'::.'" :::::: '.::.: "':=-'." . .' .:.... .... ':'" ;':,:: : , . " 
","" , .... ','. : ., .. ",' 

.... ", " 
, ... , .... 

ii' :::-::ii" ~;: '.' .:.~: . .' ·:·;~~:~,·· .. ·}~t9:· f.ederal. state. ~d locarfuearnl law·sll:i:ve·~fl.em ~~ in an cr.ff~:>ItJQ:~~,th~'abuses·~ '.::.: 
: ~. : '.,'. .' .. , .. ,.',' .\. ,.... ':' ."'. ~ '. ,.:,: ". ":.: ~": ..... " .,': ~ '. ' ~;, '... '. . . . 

x,;', " .... :··'13' :·ofiu11;~or~~e .. and.'to protec~ the genetal:public.'(l1f~a1(b.'ian:d:.safety. D~spite;,ine ~):h}lt"a1~·lev.e.l;;pf~ ...::. 

," '. ~~ .. ,.~ove~eri~·'~~~ 'hnplemented':s~aiu~es . ~~~~~Qrdinanc'~' 't~.,l~s~en the incid~ces' of g~ :V.iplt;Eee~~ :i:;.: 

' ... ' <"~1~':: :~eferidahci ha~e ~anufacture~ d~~edi:di~bu~~d~: inark~~d~ and sold handgun~"'m:"w~Y$ ;t4~~:, .:::" 
... ". • I ~. '. • 

16 undermine and futstrate the public policies embQdied in both s~te and local ~law. The :~~duct and 
. . . 

. '. 17 practices of Defendants as set forth herein have undermined and frustrated the restrictions; prohibitions, 

18 and public policies set forth in local, state and federal laws and regulations including, but not limited to: 

19 Title 18, United States Code Sections 921- 930 et seq. (Chapter 44 - Fireanns); CaIifomiaPenal Code 

20 Sections 12020-12040 et seq. (Chap. 1, Article 2 - Unlawful Carrying and Possession of Weapons); 

21 12050 - 12054 et seq. (Chap. 1, Article 3.:. Licenses to Cany Pistols and Revolvers); 12070 - 12085 et seq. 

22 (Chap. 1, Article 4 - Licenses to Sell Firearms); 12200 -12250 et seq. (Chap. 2 - Machine Guns); 12270 
. . 

23 -12290 et seq. (Roberti-Roos Assault Weapons Control Act of 1989); 12100 et seq. (Chap.l, Article 7 

24 _ Juveniles _ Sale or Transfer of Concealable Firearm to Minor); 12500 -12520 et seq. (Chap. 5, Articles 
25 

1 and 2 - Unlawful Possession of Fire ann SilencerslMisc.); 12800 - 12809 et seq. (Chap. 6, Article 8 -
26 

27 

28 

Basic Firearms Safety Instruction and Certificate); Los -Angeles Municipal Code (''LAMC'') Section 

4S.01.Fireanns -Sale to Minors; LAMe - Public Safety and Protection Section 55.00, Guns - ~ennits; 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

LAMC Section 55.01, Concealed Weapons - Pennit; LAMC Section 55.05, Assault Weapons - Sale or 

Possession Prohlbited; LAMC Section 103.314. Seller of Firearms (Prohibition on Sale of Saturday Night 

Specials). 

120. For example, the California Roberti-Roos Assault Weapons Control Act of 1989, 

California.Penal Code sections 12275 -12290, and the United States 1.968 Gun Control Act, 18 U.S.C. 
6 
7 925 et se~., ban the importatio~ manufacture, ~e, and possession of "assault weapons," which inclUdes 

8 ::handguns. As the CaIiro~a legislature fo~d +4 decl~ this bat,>: is b~ed on the conclusion;~at such 

Ii ?~sault weapons "~p~cu~arly dangerous ini~~~ hands of criminals ~,s~9 ~o necessary)1~Vting or 
~ .,,' J • . :; . ~.. .~.' . 

'10' ;:~o~g pUIP,?Se' for hO~est ·c~ens." The banl~ed.by the CalifQrm~~~egi~~ explicit1y,,~lie.s. ~ 
i." " • 1 . "'. . ~ 

11' ~:both ·~~.~fe.d w~apons. i~:"~ other models t~.Cb .~e; ouly .v~~Q~~ot..~o~~, weapons w.ttJ.r ~Qr 
ii,' ?diff~ce's,: regarillesg.·~frilanufacturer.1I . ;i'<~~ ,·:ii.;l;,;';(\·:.t: " .. :.: ::<:.\.~~,.~:ff:f :'~;.~;.i~~: . . :". .... :';::.'J;", ":: .. ;."; . 

. 13": ~~;.; ..... '::;:. .:: .... : 12 L- I)esP~~·:this: ~ta~te,' Defen~ Na~~gar. ha$ ~aj:~~~4f~~.~ld·~ Calif~}assau1t:. '. 
:' . '.' : .. .'. 

14' ~\Veapop; ha:ndgUnS'~sUbJtailtiallY' ·similar to 0; ,.id~~ij~A1· fP.: tb,e ~~e:·banne~; by the statutes.,·:1n . .f~t;; , 
. '. . . .' '. . . . ... 

. . . '. . . 
15 Defend~nt;Nawgar:;h~ lh:ade 'Only minor modificatiQllSi 'W 'the· baUg~.!:asli!~t: weapon .hap.q~ib~:' .. , 

16 ':i-enamed th~ ones enum~ated in the above-referenced s~tutes in'order to avoid these laws. For:~pl~, 

'17 after'~the California legislature banned the TEC-9.ass~n1:t weapon, defendant Navegar continued.tO· 

18 distribute and sell the identical assault weapon handgun in California under the name "TEC-DC9.1t 

19 Navegar later distributed and sold a handgun under the name "TEC-DC9" that was.the same design. as 

20 the banned TEC-9, with only c9smetic modifications. At a!l relevant times, Defendant Navegar has been 
. . 

21 on notice of the lethal consequences of this practice. Navegar's assault weapon handguns have frequently 

22 been used in multiple homicides, including the 101 Califomia Street massacre in Which a gun man 1rilled 

23 eight and injured six law finn employees at a San francisco office building. 
24 

122. Additionally, numerous local ordinances prohibit the sale of 'Junk gwlS" or "Saturday 
'25' . 

Night Specials, II inclu~ but not limited to ordinances adopted by the City ofLo~ AngeleS, Los Angeles 
26 

Municipal Code Chapter X, Article 3, Section 103.314 and West Hollywood Municipal Code Section 
27 

4122. The "Saturday Night Special" ·("SNS") ordipances enacted in over 40 jurisdictions throughout-
28 
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1 

2 

3 

California were designed to protect the public from poorly made, easily c,?ncealable handguns. These 

handguns have been and continue to be used frequently in the commission of crimes. Notwithstanding 

these ordinances, certain Defendants unlawfully market, distripute or sell prohibited "Saturday Night 
4 

Specials" adjacent to jurisdictions banning such sales. 
5 

6 

7 

8 

.>:' ;:~?:~"" .. \': ~ 
;', .. ;:;:~J .. ;;., ... , ',,,:',. ,'., ·'·"T· .. ····· .. 10 

;;;:·i:::?~~~:·'.·' ;:'!'~li: 

'.' '\;~;~:'~;". ':';" i: ;:'1'2: 

. ' .. ' VI . 

~)DEFENl)ANTS .HAVE FAILED TO INCQWORATE FEASmLE.:AND 

)';h:, ·EXISTING S~TY TEC.BNOLOGYi~O.THE·DESIG.N.,;aNl).: ::;'" :.', 
.: . . : " .: ' " . 

:':~r~Ji . /· .. nlSTIUBUTION OF F)QEARMS" .' ... ,D.:t~f~ i~:;;·L·;; .... 
'. .: .. ~ ~.' " . .~. . 

.. ; <s,.~~ :. Adequate Wa-m~g··.:~nd"Safety Feat~r.~· Would Prevetlt:i:I»a~y'.:UnintentioDal· :'~ 
.. . ", ~ . .. .:' '. . . '.' ':': ,.' ., . 

Shootbigs·:.); ..... ': .' . . ,' .. . 
. . . . ' 

:~i~·:~~;~:.:::.:,.l:;;:'} :1'3-;' . ..... . '.' .. : ;~'4~~ .. Defendants,· aridi.~h of ~~ contrib.ute·:~;~~, $etjo~. harm. ~t~4: O,fi:LQs .Angeles . :.". 
.' . . . 

residents and',citizens .tbroughouHb,e:State, by failing to:adcl~Jl;it~ly warn users ~d JQ;~CPIPorate feasible,. "~; '. . . ' . 

and .existing::safety technology:~to:·!the design ofhand~ii.'.which;Vl.ou1d p~iW~.\.~.ot;ings and the~.: ~.~ 

16 unauthorized use. .~ " 

17 ''',: .124. Defend~ts~ and each of them, have designt;d, manufactured, made or sold handguns ::; 
. . 

18 that are defective because they lack basic safety features and contain inadequate warnings that result in 

19 uninteJ1tional shootings. Defendants continue to distribute" their handguns without adequate warnings 

'. 20 and instructions that infonn the tisers of the risks of guns, including proper storage. and use of the 

21 weapons, even though it is known or should be known by Defendants that approximately half of 

,22 California residents who keep a firearm at home, a substan4a1 percentage ofwbich includes children, 

23 store their guns in an unsafe manner. Defendants also over-promote the purported self-defense and home 

24 protection benefits of their gullS, in a manner that undercuts any warnings or instructions regarding safe 
25 

storage of guns. and which results not only in irresponsible people possessing guns. but in the 
26 

irresponsible storage and handling of guns as well .. Despite thi~ knowledge; Defendants market and 
27 

promote their handgunS in a manner ~at ignores or und~tates the risks that such handguns pose to their 
28 
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owners and to other members of the household., Defendants' marketing practices encourage unsafe 

storage practices and unsafe, use of their products. 

125. Defendants also manufacture, distribute and sell handguns that are defective and 

dangerous in that their design lacks safety features or contains inadequate safety features. For example, 
5 

it was and continues to be foreseeable and known by Defendants that users of semi-automatic handguns 
6 
7 would. not understand or appreciate that an undetectabl~ round of ammunition may be housed in the ~ 

8 chamber o~ a seini-automatic gun even thou~ the :ammunition magazin~.lwi been removed or emptied. 

'~~ ;.e~nsequendy, it was ~~~ntinues to be re~On@ly.fores~able that this.ll~~ous design' w~:u~~sult, 

10' ':'ihl'Preventable, unin~entioful.l shootings. Thi~;#.a~Pou$ .. 4es,iSD: could'be~i1y corrected thrQD~~;tise:, ' 
i {') :i~~'c,·magazine-disdoDneCf.~~ety" that wo~i&:p~~enUbe,.,gun'froro~th';the mag~~~Yed~\ " 

12" ,these tragi~, foreseeable sh90tings could $.~ fil~,p.~"~r~ by use,:pf~~,~berJQ.aded u.4i9.~tm~~.Jba,t,:_,~ 
• I,' :. '. ,'" ~:.,,'. .' • ~~ • 

13~ ~W.~uid':Wanl a user'when''a:,bullet -was in th~'iJiWlg~~_b.er., Def~dant~Mantafacturers hav,e/f1'!iJ.¢:,:to 

14' ',iii~6ipbrate'Suchdevi~esjiitotheitfireanns':<":;';;f~<1'" ,: ,:',. . ,"':' :(:;;{:~ ',.~, ': " ' :', ': ,,' .. ,\::~:;" ',' 
• \ ;', • '. • I' : 

,,"', 15 '~)k '},' ' 126. The:Ull$afe'design ofDefendaIltS"'guns results in 1;40()";1~50,O:~tentional:ah06ting' 
. , 

16 deaths and over 18,O~O non-fatal injuries :from'unin~entional shootings every year. The U.S. General 

17 Accounting Office estimates that each year, 23%':of the unintentional shooting :deaths occur because the 

18 user of the gun was not aware that a round of ammunition had been loaded into the gun? s firing chamber. 

19 This results in as many as 320 to 345, deaths nationwide each year.' For each of these deaths, there are 

20 countless ,other unintentional shooting injuries that are not fatal. 

21 127. Unintentional shootings with Defendants' unsafe handguns often involve adolescents. 

22 Adolescents are foreseeably attracted to guns and typically do not understancfuig the risks associated with 

23 handling a fireann. According to the U.S. General Accounting Office, approximately 35% of all 

24 
unintentional shooting deaths involve users of gmtS who were between the ages of 13 and 16. Many such 

2S 

26 

27 

28 

shootings have OCCUlTed in the State of California. 

128. A number of these preventable shootings have occurred in Los Angeles. For example: 

• August 1998 - A 23-year-old man in Pacoima was shot and killed by his 4-year-old neighbor 
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8 

9 

10 

11 

.: :i:':~\t.'r·. '. . . Ii 

'. :. ~:Y~.(:.' 13~. 

. : ':':;;?:" 14 

· .. ·~··,'i·.:·"· .... ' IS' 

.. 16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

26 

27 

28 

• 

• 

• 

who found the gun under a bed and thought it was a toy. 

February 1998 - A 12-year-old girl in Wihnington committed suicide with a handgun she 

obtained from an unknown source. 

July 1997 - A 3-year-old boy in Southwest Los Angeles accidentally shot himself with a 

handgun he found in his home. 

December 1995 - A 13-year-old Rowland Heights Wi was severely ipjured by her 14-year-

. .. ··old bIQther when accidentally shot with a handgun he was playing 'litb,. 

.'<'.: ·k·:~-Sep~ber 1994 - A .t~year-old was shodn ~~,Jle~.p.y ·a· . 12-year-oldtft'iend in V an Nuys~, ;: 

.. ~:;~.i:~;,'.:::ltb.e::Shooter foUnd' the :3.8 calib~ revolver.andi'~~Ji~y,;:~i;.$~·gw1i to 'be ~aded when he ·fu~·; :;. 

· . 
·.:;:~::lt:~::jftaiiUai1i'· 1993 ~ A,1 :S,:.year~~ld student 'at FaU;faxr,ijiglll'School w.as ·Pl~y,jn.g with.a gun in: hjS)-,: ~: 

· . 
.' :~~~::~f.{~··:!~b.3tkpaCk when it fired.,·mjuring one classniat~~.;.kWjpg·anQU1er.J.~.~:Was taken from~'! ~:~ 

· . 
· .::: :" .'. the:shooter~s home where his grandfather. k~pt itlfor·protecti()n.(··· .. ,.·.; ::i"t:::'.': ( . .':. "':{: ":~ 

e:: :~d';iJanUary 1990'~ A 15..y@-old ~ac~ima boy'ac~id~nta1iy shot- anti ~CdJris :neighbor wh4e·; .~i 

handling a 9mm. semi-automatic pistol he believed to be unloaded. .!' 

129. Defendants have failed to take reasonable steps to guard against such foreseeable 

unintentional shootings by desigI'ling their handguns with basic safety features and giving adequate 
. . 

warnings that would prevent or reduce such unintentional shootings. Defendants were aware ot: and had 

available to them, devices, features, warnings, and other measures, which would prevent and decrease 

the dangers of their products. Defendants failed to remedy the deficiencies in their guns, orwamings, 

instructions, promotions and advertisements of the handguns. Defendants further failed to adeq~ely 

warn customers of these dartgers, failed to inform distributors, ~ealers and buyers of available devices 

and measures that could prevent or decrease these dangers, failed to incorporate safety devices and 

features into their handguns and discouraged the development and implementation of safety devices and 

features into their handguns. Defendant Trade Associations failed to adopt adequate guidelines or 
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standards relating to the development and inclusion of such feature~ in handguns. Defendants knew or 

'should have known that, as a consequence of their actions, California residents have been and will 

continue to be killed or seriously injured. 

B. Personalized Safety Technology Would Prevent Access to Firearms by Unauthorized 

Users 

130. The unsafe and defective design of Defendants' handgtmS results in thousands of 

:~bootings each year by'persons who are not·a~~horized by law •. o~ by reason of immaturity{pJ;' other 
8 .: i .... 

:., .. " . . . 
9 ·'·afsability. to posses.Cf.a Fdgun;· Such shootings~~ften occur when ~~4~~~c~t.Clr a criminal ~perly. 

1'6 '~'6'6tairiS pos.sessionb'f'·fBreann; ": ,\J .>X~~' '" ~;:~~~ ~'~:t,<.:},.;.~. .. . '.:.' :j'i~ . 

, ' 'li",' '::";: '. . 131. Xd~escent'homicides ~?:':,~uicides are usually:.~,9~tte.4;wi$ a hand~,ttW1tthe 
M . ' ,'.. ). •• 

',::::' i2:: ~tRnescent has obi$~a:"1¥om~his' or het hQ~~tlp:'~ifomia, milU~qt<@I1.Q,rs .. live':inb~~~~h.~ " 

',' ::: :: r3': ib1ffidgimS are priisSh~~Sttiilies'have indicat~J:.;w.~t, the odqs that w:>t~~;ti.~1~(8uicidaJ m~~~::w.j,U ltill . ' . :! . : . . ~: . , 
.. ,'., '1'4, :,:'tbemselves double When' a'gun" is k~t fu theJl(,Ir!-e.:., More9:v.er, form~y,yelUS,:, a you~ ~~ i~l911as ' 

" - :' . .; . :' ':i ~ . 
" '. ",'15~ :;'c6niinirted suicide,{Vi~':a :fireann at a rate·~f'a~p.'~t.Q~C;:e. every six ht#,irs~ "fFirean;ns are:.~t;(q~;:6:5%:of, ' ... . . ' .. 

. ': 

16 ,'male teen suicides and 47% of female teen s~cid~~, .Among 15-19 year-olds, firearm-rel~~e4:i11icides 
\ 

'17 have been estimated. to account for 81 %' of the in,crease in the overall rate 'of suicide from'l~:80-1992. 

18. In California, in 1996, there were 107 suicides of youth aged 19 and below. 

19 132. At all pertinent times, it was reasonably foreseeable that Defendants' handguns would 

20 fall into the hands of unauthorized users. There'are guns in approximately one-half of the homes in this 

2~ country. One ,survey reports that 30% of gun-owners who have minors in the home keep their' guns 

22 loaded. Another survey reports that 36% of gun owners with minors m the 'home 'keep their guns 

23 unlocked. The Federal Centers'for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that 1.2 million elementary-

24 aged, latchkey children have access to guns in their homes.. Moreover, nearly 60% of juveniles between 
25 

the ages of 10 and 19 have responded in surveys that they can acquire a handgun should they want one. 
26 

133. At all pertinent times, Defendants have also been aware, or should have been aware, 
27 

that when unauthorized users gained access to Defendants' handguns, tragic and preventable shootings 
28 
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would result. Many teen suicides and shootings by minors and other unauthorized users could be 

prevented had Defendants cared to implement safer handgun designs, including personalized handgun 

technology that would prevent an unauthorized user from being able to .tire the handgun. The Defendants 

further knew that by failing to make and sell handguns with the meanS to prevent their firing by 

unauthorized lisers, it was reasonably foreseeable that handguns stolen from private residences, gun stores 

and other locations could be employed by. ·unauthorized users in violent criminal ac~. .,: . 

. ::~g4. A study by the Johns. Hopkins: University S$.:ool of Hygiene and PUblic Heaith's Center 

:: ... ).:H,:, .' .' '9 . for . Gun' PollCY and Rese~h concl:aded tha~ 'r,[p ]ersonaliz~d~9andg'un~ C3l):.~~~~~.mai1y deatQg and' ': 

,.r:..:. ~:. ;i">.· "'lio ·h1juries by preventing th~tinauthorii~d·~p.i·of.the fue~\'". .•. [and) e.$. b.e;esp;e,eial)y.·:efrectiye in 

··':··;·5:.>~.; ~l"··1·. ;. ~i 1': ::p~~ent1ng :'t~age [death~!N unint~ntion:il<d~~th;:1Wd. i'~jUB¢~ of chil~ . andi:$..Qotin~s\ :.O£·PQ)jce.·. .~. ~ 
. . . . .. : . .. . . 

.... :;.'" 'i'~;'i"\'{'(f: 12" <:ii:jffic~}t ,.~<;,,~;~: .. ~~: ."~: .. , .-':.:. f·',i~::. >?: ~ ... :~.: .i.~~~~~~"i.' .... ;; :~,: .. ;.:~ ... ::~\:;.""?;,?:.:,: .. ::;,~' .... :.::' ,..,~{:.:',< .. < ' .. 

:'i·:~';i':·ny.;::~\·.· 1-3'" :,7:-:" \i~\;.{. \" .:.:.;. '1~5';' Pefendants', dmigetO'tis,:.~.df:i1nsafe·.prodi(CtS. have :rep~~~dIY: .. "'.i:~ed <.'::tili£otni;tt: ;,' 

'. ;:. ' .. ' '~j : ,,' ::::"i 4" ':rmdqnts~~.\<\t1he time the D~fendant~ ·manuf~turedt. distributed, markete¢;,:designed,.:promb~':·anW.Qf: ,~, 

'~\¥\':i ::. ):'.: 15 sbld: th"eir~dguns, Def~aan:ts kn~ ot. ShO~d-.ha¥.e.\tnown.#f.the dangers.~o.i.thCw.,l;1aridgtms;. ·iD,c~i ~-.:. 
16 those described herein. Def~dants were also aware Qt: and had available to them, personalized sa.feo/ 

17 ,eatUres, warnings, and other measures, which would prevent and decrease the dangers of their prod~ts. 

18 Defendant Manufacturers never.theless failed to remedy the deficiencies in their handguns. Defendant 

19 Manufacturers further failed to incorporate personalized safety features into their handguns and 

20 .discouraged the development and implementation of personalized s~ety features. Defendant Trade 

21 Associations similarly failed to adopt adequate guidelines or stan~ards relating to the development and 

22 inclusion of such personalized safety features in handguns. Defendants knew or should have known tha4 

23 as a consequence of their actions, California residents would be killed or seriously injured. 

24 c. Defendants Have FaDed to Compete to Develop Firearms with Personalized Safety 
15 

Technology 
26 

136. A handgun with personalized safety features sufficient to prevent or significantly reduce 
27 

the risk of unauthorized use would have obvious appeal to a large segment of the legitimate handgun 
28 
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market. Despite this market appeal, Defendant Manufacturers have failed to compete with each other 

to develop and market handguns with such safety features. 

137. Defendant Trade Associations have .likewise discouraged the development of such 

safety features. For example, Defendant SAAMI holds itself out to the public as having be~ since 1926, 
5 

"the principle organization in the United States actively engaging in the development and promulgation. 
6 
7 ·of product standards for fireanns and ammunition." ~~though S~ ·has promulgated numerous,'. 

8 'product-standards for the fiieann.s indusity, it hm! ~ed.to develop any s~c,ljlrds relating to p~ed 

•. 9 isafety':··devices.· .. .}:,',. .,;.,.' '~"". ':..!::~~~; . ,'.' ,";'. j" . .:.;) .. ' .;:',. '-;:i~~' 
. ; 

. :.:~.~;' Id ... ;;; .. ,r-;ir: ..... : .~<.~~ 138 •. Instead.·.cf encouraging Prf~~t.:ma:Qq.r~,turers. to:,:deyelop s~~ pro@.c~.'c.and'. ,., 

. "::/~~ 11 ~;dis'tiibtititm'.:~~ice~, 'deferidant Tracfe\:Ass?e~a~ltS ·Q!J.ye.;in;,tb,e·, ~~. ~'QJJght to cli'$eipliner.·w.4~J~.~~ i .. :' 
. :!., 

'" ;?" 12 . members who:attem~ted.toadrlress safety is~e~;~· . .;f~r~~~~p.le;~h~·P.efern;lant Smith§€; w~~~~·.~~;) );' 

.. : -' .. ~. 13: !·'fi!6ed~m:l~76-Vvi.th.a ~ublic:Qutcry that'mi~t ~~N·w.wt~ i1l:a:,b.ijaof.~o~t.AAnd~ ~M.~~~¢~;.',: 'i . 
. . .' ' 

:.; ~J. 14 :Smitht<&:'··W~$~n\arlriouiJ.ced that, as'.;m alt~ativ.e,:it,'WQ:ulA~~PQrt:·~g and,;registmtiQn.::of.. :." 

'::"~i" 15' h~glin ownetS'/\:"Fb~ this breach ofin4usnY p,w;jcy,: Striith.:&.-:~~~on'·.fu.~ed·censlln'.:;pr O~~~from' .: 

16 SAAMI. To avoid possible'action by SAAMI, Smith & Wesson 'for a time-withdrew from SAAMI, then 

1 i conformed its'i'>ropo~a1s and positions to industry policies. . '." .. :. 

18 

:: . 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

VII. 

DEFENDANTS' UNF~FALSE,DECEPTTVE 

AND/OR ~SLEADING S~ATEMENTS UNDEJWINE 

N.UN~W~GSO~PRO'ERSTORAGEOFHANDGUNS 

139. For years, and continuing to date, Defendants have mis1edt- deceived and Confused 

24 members of the general public in California regarding the safety of handguns and the need for fireanns 
25 

within the home. To increase sales and profits, Defendants have f~ely and deceptively c~itimed through 
26 

advertising and promotion of their handguns that the ownerShip and possession ofhandguits in the home 
27 

increases one's sec1,1rlty. For example, handgun manufacturers have promoted handguns with slogans 
28 
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1 
such as "homeowner's insurance," 5'tip the odds in your favor," and 5'your safeSt choice for personal 

2 

4 , 

and friends .. Defendants' over-promotional efforts have negated and undercut any warnings they have 
5 

provided regarding the risks of handguns in the home. 
6 

7 
140. Defendants have made these false and deceptive.·st4tem~ts even tho,Ugh they mew 

.;~f.: 8 and/or should have known that studies a;nd statistics dcmonstrat~ that :the presence of handguns in the 

··;';r::. 9 home increa.se"~e ris~' of hahn to fireann owners and the.ir.,'f~ilie,s,. .. as' set forth ini:tthe foijowing 
, , 

, , , 

" "';,;'jt 1 ,,:~;r4 ' "a: ,}·d"'~~YOh¢:.ebt. of three handguns is;,kept loade~t~a:\Ut'lkl¢~$:m: the 'hom,e.~t, .' ~;~ 1 . .) . . ~ >J, 

'~ ;'J.' ":~:{!12 ,(~J~~~' : ';~:.'+t:'di~~::gtlikes.1batcontrol:rOl~·the:~levant vari~blenia.~i~nlO.n$.trated·ilia.'tthe homicide 
(. , ' . ,." 

',. ',~ . ,,', . .t, ~ 3'": '~'f.,i ho~ehold;.memb~"is~'a~o~t three'tUn.es: mpi:e likely itl;<htm\~~;h~'gt.m,S'::than. in 'bbmes .. ~out 
:,',;' ", 

''t ..... '' . 

: " , , 

them, suicidiHs 1Jv~mri¢SIn()~:likelY; aiid.f9f'J.tpmes with teenag@si~s.}l,i,¢#1e~is ten times mor¢,~ely; 

N:4 C.;iM~~!'::' ;'StUdi"d'S:lhav~' also sho~ that.a:,gun in the' b.ori\~,is :aH~~,r22 ·.times more: likely to 

. !,-' 16 kill or injure a household member than' it'is to kill or injure an intruder in ~~lf defense; ... ' 

17 d. A fir¢ann is used for protection in fewer than two percent of~ome invasion crimes; 

18 and 

19 e. , For every time a gun in the home was used for self-defense or a legally justifiable 

20 shooting, there were four unintentional shootingst seven criminal assaults or homicides, and eleven 

21 attempted or completed suicides. 

22 141. Defendants' advertising and promotion activities deceptively convey the message that 

23 possession of a handgun, along with the enhanced lethality of particular handguns, will increase the 
24 

personal safety of the owner and owner's household. Defendants fail to include any information or 
25 

26 

27 

28 

warning about the relative risk of keeping a handgun in the home. By failing to disclose such risks, the 

advertisements and promotions fail to correct a ma~a1 misrepresentation in the minds of many 

consumers. 
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·142. The U.S. Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence in a 1968 article 

entitled ''Handguns and Violence in American Life," noted an increasing number of fireann deaths and 

injuries and concluded: 

. [Americans] may seriously overrate the effectiveness of guns in protection of their 

homes. In our urbanized society the gun is rarely an effective means of protecting the home 

against either the burglar or the.,robber .... [A gun in the home] provides a Weasure of 

. cOllJ,iort to a great many Ameri~ans, but, for the,:I~omeowner, this comfort i~ largelY'an 

',:i1]usiqn bought at the highp-ri.ce ofincreased·.~ci~tst homicides, an4; m.~re:wide.spread 

:;"-iIlegal use of guns' .•.. \ When the number ofhan4gXUlS increases,·~ vioJ~nce::increases. 

Y-l:Dages· Xl"l"t," 139.) ./ ... ' ..... ;.:~!;, ".>:,.;, ...•. ,:" .. ; .. :. '.' '. .:. . .. , . ,A. .. . ..: .'. . . ,',.',. .; .. ;'\ I • .f.~~~:(:~ 

. . 
;,~'f~!,: ;;:;'.:;. ·i· .13-' beca'dsfr:p~dguO~ .w.ere.,p~~~~.4· ~9:r· h,~~e::pret~tiQ~. b~~ were .. ther.e~~¢!:i:":~ ,.unintentionah \~~ 

. . 
::'~:;;i.~ .. ; .,::\ "1.4. shodtings#een suicides~ dOinestic~diSpu:tes and otheE act~ ofviolence.:~·:.~tj,.f~·h~in;··: D~fenttUits.: ,.. 

W...\'~tw:.';·· ',: •.. 15' choese to disregard theSe \veil~kllown statistics and.:da,ta. in an effort to ·proRW~i~~.·tirearins S;S secUti.'ty' : 

16 or uinsurance" for the home, and to increase their sales and profits. 

17 144. Moreover; although Defendants state publicly that they'.seek to preclude minors'and 

18 criminals fl:om possessing handgunS, they in fact are engaging in practices that facilitate the illegal 

19 possession of handguns by minors and criminals through the secondary market. Defendants then utilize 

20 the threat posed ·by the criminal misus~ of handguns •• a threat that their' own practices have helped to 

21 create - to market and sell more handguns to the "home protection" market. 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

26 

27 

28 

vm~ 

DEFENDANTS HAVE PROFITED FROM THEIR UNFAIR, 

UNLAWFUL OR FRAUDULENT BUSINESS PRACTICES AT 

THE EXPENSE OF CALIFORNIA AND ITS RESIDENTS 

145. Defendants' practices have con1nbuted to ~e 'overall success and profit for the $2 - $3 
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1 
billion firearm industry. Defendants, and each of them, knew or should have known that the thousands 

2 
of handguns distributed through the illegitimate secondary market cause substantial injury and.hann to 

3 
California residents. Defendants' actions and omissions set forth herein facilitate violations offederal,' 

4 
state and local laws or negate and undennine the public policies establisb.ed by those laws, contri.bute to 

5 
physical harm, fear and inconvenience to California residents, and are injurious to the public health, well- . 

6 
7 beiniand safety of Cali~omia residents, and in genen.tI contribute to ·the degr~tion of the qJ,lality ofJjfe. 

8 . of coinmunities throu~out the State. of Cali(oPria , .. Defendants' c~~ct has directly·and indirectly. 
, • ',~ J" . "'~9 ;fib.Jur'ed·:aild harmed Calfiomia residents in' tlie~;foQll.gfloss of,ij.fe,·inj~, increased crumn~i\~~.vi.o/ ' 

.. , "1 c/ ·!.ihvol~g·hand~~ la~worcement cost~t ~Mi~~tc.o~~ and:.~m~g.~cy response.~os~~R~p.~~~.'.' . 
~ f> • • • r . ': ' 

. ' .. ":';': ··tt> /condlict.has allowed Defendants to profit:1f.?f\~e.j.1:~~' un1~~tw. ~~:fraudulent·l>~W~§~~P~~~~s., 

; .l:r (' ~·~i.~'.i~·; '~iliti~hy 'contributing toC~efendants! 9Ycrruhpn~~::~~cc~s ·and ~~t)lY~ the expens.~:p,f.@~t9,~j,.a:.~ .. 
~ ~ ..... ~. : ' ",:~ '" " 

, ... • .:'~o • :':j.J:': '~,,~,~ 1:~ . ~ 'd" . 'ts' .,.. r;l .. • •.••. J.... OJ .. t" . . ~. . . . . . . .... " ;''''13' ,.1t,;;)' rest en . . ,;":i.,:~. . ". if. .,. .. '''.;r!,(·?~:j: {¥: i'~:;/:~ '. : '., ...... ::';;:,\\~.; . ~. :t~~ . , . :. ": ·i'~;~·!"!'i'~h;;r.~ .. :::': .. :,: :. 
I 

... ~: .': .. :.i, i~l~~: .~~~.t.}~':·::~:~:., ,i;: '. " d~;~~.~ .<.~ ,: ,:,.;.:: 

'. i. " .'. ·";"·"".~~l\'·" ":":J''t .. ~ .. :'. ..•... , ' .. ' " ......... ,' .. '!' .. ,. . ..• E}. ;n~,. .. ,;5.·.··.,.,·.· ·:US.: EO, FA.~O ..... N'. ':' ...... " ........... " .•. , ~ .&;;_u~~ ..... r...u'.~~(Q_.,.._Q.l..f.O_L.:!I_..cJ_~_~~~_~~ ·'.i.;:';:":::;:~1~fY..~~··,;"'.:, .. " ... , 

16 VIOLATION OF CALIFORNIA BV&IN;ESS AND PROFESSIONS CODE SECTIONi7200 . . . 

;.:~.: 17 ET SEQ. FOR"UNLA WFUL, UNF Am OR FRAUDULEN1 BUSINESS PRAC::q:GES 

18 (Supplying Firearms To An Dlegitimate, Dlegal Secondary Market) 

19 BY PLAINTIFF THE PEOPLE AGAINST DEFENDANTS AND DOES 1-300 

20 146. Paragraphs 1 through 145 are repeated and realleged as if set forth herein. 

21 147. Within the four years preceding the filing of this Complaint, Defendants, and each of 

22 them, individually and in concert, have engaged in unfair business practices within the meaning of 

23 Business and Professions Code Section 17200. These acts of unfair co~petition have caused handguns 

24 to be distnbuted to an illegal market of users and additionally have resulted in intentional and accidental 
25 

shootings by unauthorized users. In particular, these acts of unfair competition include, but are not 
26 

27 

28 

limited to, the following: 

148. Defendants, and each of them., have distributed, promoted, advertised, sold and 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

marketed handguns using practices that encourage sal;es to unauthorized users, including minors and 

criminals; 

149. Defendant Manufacturers and Distributors, and each of them, sell their handguns 

without adequately screening, supervising, monitoring or regulating their employees, distributors 

and dealers; 

150. D~fendant Manufac~ and Distributors, and ~. o:(them, sell their handgun without 

adequately . training, instructing,; ~dvising or setting :standards for., di!!tributors i3p,d!or .dealezs of . . . 

. .... ";', 

': 'f.,;j~~i~;;IM"end~t Manufactur$'S ~d D.istributorsd~d:~l1~.Q~:#,1emt have c~tinW'd tq.make' ;:; 
" " •• : ,I .' •• " 

If iA'! '. sal¢s"rodimThutQfS·~d dealers;·ev~n th~.u~'the)i:.kr!ew.···Q~AQ~:h.at~known that;<$jIch;.~~l$l~~i ,;.; 

tzi
, .:~i;-~(~arid.:·d¥~~~1iiid'di~buted hand~ t~.;ill~r.P~~~ttl'tQ:l~gitimate .$~g9nd$$:~~~~·)f': iii . " , ' . . , .' '.' 

13 :' ~:.; :: : .. ' .. ; ... ~ ... : .. ', 1~2'i .~··:Def~ts, and each'. Of..~~.lptew. (~·SI19.u1(t4a.~~:)~~wn th~~.j~eir: 4istJ;j~;,.utiqn," >: 
'.' . j. :". , • 

14: .,' :;::.: ,(p~ces were unsafe;:however, but despi~e..tbi~:~o.wledg¢ld~fendAA,Q; have failed to .ch~ge .. 14~: .l'''': 
,. . . 

15': .'. ,~·<~:;pkctiees·;~t:to·adopt~mocedures to curb th~.flow.;.Qf:dlan~:to.;the;i,Uegitimate seCondaJY.:$~: :.,' 
. . 

. '/ 1 ii ".. .... . 1-53. Defendants. and each of th~ ~ew or should have known that by distributing 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

.' . 
, '~ .. ' handguns without ad¢quate self-supervisi6I'1:and regulation that they:were creating, maintafuing, o~ 

supplying the illegitimate secondary market in handguns; 

154. Defendants, and each of them, have failed to conduct· research, or review existing 

research, which would allow them to monitor and control the distribution of band guns and help to 

prevent ·the creation of an illegitimate secondary market. This includes, but is not limited to, 

Defendants' failure to implement a product marketing plan, an electronic inventory and sDles 

tracking system, and customer coverage policies; . 

155. Defendants, and each of them, have caused, permitted, and allowed' their lethal 

handguns to be promoted, marketed, distributed, and disseminated to unauthorized persons, 

inclu~g criminals and minors. and have failed or refused to take reasonable steps to ensure that 

their handguns were not acquired by unauthorized persons; 
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156. Defendant Manufacturers and Distributors, and each of them, have adopted distribution 

policies that allow and encourage distributors and dealers to make sales to likely straw purchasers, 

including sales inyolving large numbers of handguns in a single transaction; 

Certain Defendant Manufacturers and Distributors have adopted distribution policies that allow sales 

to dealers who do not maintain a retail place of business for the resale of the handguns; 

157. Defendmlts, and'each of them, have marketed their products in sych a way as to appeal 

, ';~minors; 

... ji' .. f" . ' ... \: , 158. Defend3l1-tS;,:,"im~' each of them, ',Pl'9duce,' market an~A:!:~W,b.llte: ~ubstantiallY"n;!.gre , 
.'. . .... , 

10 halidguns t1i~ they reF0Iiably.~ect to sell to l~~~m.ate pUrchas~,!;"!r&~~w.~,,, defendants, :~:g~;, ' 

satiJhatrriiark~fg\vith h~dguns!:4'tjUrisdictions wi~~~ativ~lyweak,gun;,~,~I~'Y~ ,t(:>,meet ,the d~' ' .. 
. ; . ."~' ~ . ", .. if 

,Ii' 
, , 

1'31' 

14 

IS 

16 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

of~e{.lm:~gitUriate'secd~dar~r~et injurisdictio~~tb;J.llOfe'lestric~~~i:~~~l, l~ws; , > :~:r:ji"~~ ',; 

" :":,,~:!~:ji,:~,, ,'f59~: De~dant~lifac~ers'~d.oi5tribu~ and',e;lCh ott4~,~~,:4istnbuted hand,~,~' ": 

, .... ~tb "deB1~~thout tequiringidealers to ensure that 'P~has~s' identifiCB:~~o~~entation ~cMp~' :; 
. '.. . 

. ': ":\!·~·:.t;~~.:~:\:~'~·.~~r: ',',' "/ . : .... '" .. ,,: .. :.~_.: :~ ~:.::~: . '. .:: .~~. :.' 

t'60, Defendants, and e~h of them, ha:ve designed their handguns to appeal to crin:i.inats ,~d 

161. Defendants, and each of them, do not monitor tracing data from the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco and Firearms, in order to discover and prevent trafficking; 

162. Defendant Manufacturers, and each ofth~ have designed and sold handguns without 

incorporating fe~ible safety features and personalized gun technology which would prevent 

unintentional shootings and lUlauthorized and unintended USeni from gaining access to the handguns, 

have discouraged the development and implementation of such features and devices, and have not 

competed with each other by introducing handguns utilizing such technology Defendant 

Manufucturers, and each of them, have designed and sold handguns without incorporating feasible 

teelmology that would prevent pers~ns from unlawfully obliterating the serial numbers required by 

,law to be placed on those guns; 
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163. Defendants, and each of them, sell their handgtms without providing adequate warnings 

and instructions regarding the storage or use of their handguns; 

164. Defendant Manufacturers. and each of them, have over-promoted the purported. self-

defense and home protection benefits of their handguns in a manner that negates or undercuts ~y 

warnings or instructions regarding safe storage of handguns. 

165. Certain Defendants have engaged in unlawful business practices by ev~. and 

undermining the .. public policies and pr:Ohibitio~s contained .~:Ca1ifomia Penal Cqde .. section 

.':'.' ..... 9~; ~": l:i020.S,·which:-&,~ anywivertising i~;,~alifmW.a'ofcertain ~~~fu1 '.Veapons, ~~l~~.~sa~lt :,,: ~i . . ~,;~: 

:,.,. i":"~"-" (!: ... ~: .).:::n'e· ape' n' s' .,' .. ,,' 2: .. ~!~'· :. ""7"1" :., . . .. '. . "·'i 

s· 

,1 "'1" " -. . . ',YY , " ... ~ .: ~ ..... 10') 'f:.": ., (-" •• ,..... • - : • "." •••• !.~. :. ....... :.·.:rl'.·,;'··;...',~··;··· ::. "' .. ' • 
~. .' ......... . 1 ",'I . • ," .... , .. . _'r .. :; '. .,., 

. ':.:.~I~~ ~\:;t<·;·).:f.~··."· . '16& De:t~dants',conduct und~¢S the. public poljci~JimPQdied.in .loc~ ~t,~r:~~:fe4e[~1.. 
. ,1 , . . 

: ~!:;;:.,; . ..' .. :.~~·,.,s·· :..:;,: :.'. . '. ',:: .. , .' ..... i.',·!.·}_:·1 .. I.~'i? "of ;", :.'. • "i ~.'''. ;,,,,;,..t{il':"'''l' ,,",- ' " '. . (;'.,; .," ," ..' ..•.• :.', .·I,:~,·";,,l,:· ..• : 1'·'.:·.·.··.:··,·· ..•..... . 
• ~."yy I'.' • :"-r~'~ ";""'':''''.'::' . ":. . .:. ;., . .' ~'''''''~''''. "'. . "., ~ ' . 

. 161~:;Defen:dants, and each,,~;tp~~.:~ew Qr shQ¢.d'l13Y;~dmo;wp t;h.at ~y;e~~g.jn.the. 
1',v i~ing disirib~iibd niaiketiiig prae;~il!atitwas foresi)e$I~;tIlatbilndgl)ns WOij~~\IiIl:d, 
f5~ ···and used by petsons.D:ot.'autborized or int~~d-lo·u~~,.se!l or.p(),ss~~1>,'Y.tdgups, such ~,c.~~.and 

" .'':: . . ~ 

16 minors, and that s~ch'Usage could be in a m~er involving unreasonable, ~d foreseeable risk to the user 

. . 
17 and others. 

18 

19 

20 

.21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

VIOLATION OF CALIFORNIA BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS 

CODE SECTION 17200 ET SEQ. FOR UNLAWFUL, UNFAIR OR 

FRAUDULENTBUSfflESSPRACTlCES 

(Failing to Provide Adequate :Warnings and Failing to Incorporate 

Technologically Feasible Safety Features in Fire"ms, AU ofWblch 

.' Would Preven.tIntentional and Accidental Shootings) ··1t:. 

.}. BY·P.I1AINTIFF THE PEOP-·LE AGAINST J)~~~~AJNT.S AND DO~~1-300 .. . .. ~: ;':~ 

, :'-\' . 168!~ -: Plaintiff·hereby incorpora~s by refem.tce pa,@grap~ } thro1l;gh 167·.~Jhough fully. E;et· .: . 
" " . .. "',' . 

: .. , ; ..... ::~. 12 ;.t·:/~ . ,. 169i ~.Within the. fouryears!preGt?ding th~ filing Pf.th:i~! Q.<;)mp.l~t;:D~~.~ts; and each .0i:1 . :;. 
.' '.' .,'. ". .' ...• 

them~ID1iivtdhaut'and 'inJ~Ori~~rt~ :~v.e:..engaged·in ~~·¢om~~~#~J;r~~.~,~~~ ofBusin~; .:.,,~! 
and ·~ssi(jris;~bdt· :Seetiotl4 72e.(l.'(Def~,dants".J~~iness:~pr.tl.~~es:~~'.~WM·2$.i· Ul)fair.·.in ~i ." 

hand~ are~Ufacture(l ~·ttiatJ;iieted without inc9lPpraffl:lg,t~clmol~aUY~~ible·isa&tY. fea~~" .. , 

,,~. 16 witho~t proviwng adequate warirings, aU of which would prevent intentional and acci4ental shootinSs.· 

17 Defendants.business practices"are also unlawful and unfair in that Defendants. have over promoted the 

18 pmported self-defense and home protection benefits of handguns, the effect of which has been to 

19 undercut any warnings or ins~ctions regarding the safe storage of handguns, and which has led to 

20 . intentional and accidental shootings. In particular, these acts of unfair competition include, but are not 

21 limited to, the following.: 

22 170. Defendant Manufacturers, and each of them, have failed to incorporate feasible safety 

23 features and pezsonalized gun technology which would prevent unintentional shootings and unauthorized 

24 and unintended users from gaining access to the handgwls, and have discouraged the development and 
25 

implementation of such features and devices; 
26 

171. Defendants, and each of them, have failed to provide adequate warnings and 
27 

in91:ructions regarding the storage and usage of their handguns; and 
28 
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2 
172. Defendants, and each. of them, have deceived, misled, and confused the citizens of 

California regarding the safety of handguns by marketing their product in a manner that promotes the 
3 

. fallacy that the use of hand guru; will increase home safety and security, without mentioning the fact that 
4 

handguns actually increase the risk and incidence of homicide, suicide, and unintentional injuries to 
5 

handgun owners, their families and friends. 
6 

1 

8 

9 

. THIRD C~I1SE·OF ACTION 

VlOLATiON·Q~·:CALIFORNlA BUSINESS Am> PROJ?;E~~ION~ ;.': ',:' . ~·54:.: . . . . 

: ~:.:.:.:;; .... :' ":,.' 10 . ". ::'f.\CODE;~ECfI~~.J/~~OO.~T.sEQ. FOR ~AWEllL BU$.~~;~~9TICES U~i':':' 

.".j." .• ;":". ~.; .. ~,;, i 1 . . ': .. "~:j (,-Ddendapts.tia:v.e 'ttnla'Wru~ly.Greated::a pub~Ci~uisan~~::~~$;!fl.enU.~~:. '.,:- .: i'. . !':,!L 
: ,~ ~; : .' ; :' '. . 

,,\;';:;'~~l.''';'' ::'\:'~;ff 1,',:.,:: '. r:\.~! ~;~r PeD.~ c.odc;·S'ectioh~Jto.,~nd:·.Civ.il Code Seclions;3~3:~;$ct~.~8~.)'_~.\":~.\;·i·:.",~. :.:\~;\~~ 

,.,..; ":"1'" ., •.. , .•• ,:. ' •••. <.'.< .".. ~....,. . ... '''~:i. ..' I . " • ~. .' '. :: ..... " ...... 

• ;',I.;,.;: ........ r.: .. :,,'~'~'I3; ...... ,' .. ,.::l.~,. BY~TIFF\TJ;IEPEOPu;: .. ~GAINS:rDltFJS$.ANTS.;~:~0.~$~l~OQt".:.;, ... ~;~~{: 
. . , . 

,.:;:::.i.i;;<>;::,'.~:l~:":·'f4~ :-:~' ':: . ;';;:"'. t7~i~Plaintiff.·hmby inet)l:p'Oraf~Y'ref~ce P.~gQpl1s 1 :t4rP."gh(.l ~~~)~~ly:se.t 
i~' • :: 

.. ,., : .. '.~. ,'.". ':/i. . h" :. • .. ," .). 
:.~ .. ' .... , '.".v ':,j ,'. 'f~ ~. "orth· eretn... . ·i"'·\·',· 

: ... . .. ;_.,:. 

i6 
" 0' 17 , .... 

18 

19 

20 

2'1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

'r 174. Within the four years prececllng the\filing of this Complaint, Defendants, mid ~ach·of 

them, individually and in concert, have.:~gaged ilJ Unfair competition within the meaning o~Business 

and Professions' Code Section 17200 by tmlawfully creating a public nuisance as defined by Penal Code 

section 370 and Civil Code sections 3479 and 3480. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

VIOLATION OF CALIFORNIA BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS 

CODE SECTION 17200 FOR UNLAWFUL BUSINESS PRACTICES 

( Defendants have unlawfully created a I:Jri~ate nuisance as defined by 

Civil Code sections 3479 and 3481) 

BY PLAINTIFF THE PEOPLE AGAINST DEFENDANTS AND DOES 1-300 
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2 

3 

175. Plaintiff hereby incorporates by re~erence paragraphs 1 through 174 as though fully set 

forth herein. 

176. Within the four years preceding the filing of this Complaint, Defendants, and each of 
4 

them, individually and/or in concert, have engaged in unfair competition within the meaning of Business 
S 

and Professions Code Section 17200 by unlawfully creating a public nuisance as defined by Penal Code 
6 . 
7' . section 370 .and Civil Code sections 3479 ~d, 34$.0. . ,~:-

,;.,' , 

8 .. 
,~," .. ~:~; . : .~- \ :. . "::;t~· ./. FlFTH·e-lusE· OF ACTION ·::':i . .. ;'. . : ' .. : .... ;~ ... : . ':' <". 9 . ~ ,. '·" .. n ~i>-":."'· .' . 

/ ... ~;'.:~~ .:l:.-.:··:>.<, ..... i·:.;:~.).'~ (pT~~.'.:::·C··~N·:m· . SANCE). : .... ~.::~.\;-:".".. " .• l' . 10 ~ .. u~~ ',\J .::};~,' .~~t~;'~:::::i·.:~~,:J: ~ 

: :::':;!:::<1J >~?;: ;).:;: .. i ;'BY PLAINtI'FF THE PEOPEE~~AlNS~r D.EFEND.8N;t~AND DOES.1"!-30~r,;.,~.\-:.~.; ';' .~: '. 
. . .~ ....... ,;. \..., '.. , . ..'::~ i~. .. \ .' . .... . . ":- /.~" ;... . . 
. ,;()·~t~· ~~"f:iiJ:' .01'.;.: ........ '.': '177. Para~hs 1 through 17~Ji~epeated.and·real1eg~·wt,:if set forth :h~em~~W:f.:tc·i:~~:;~J .. ;:.; .,': 
. .., - . " , '. . .. '" .~~ . . .: : '. "'; 

';·;~¥tj·\ ~~t.~·):~·.i~·~::.·: ; ·i78 .. Theblt1Zens of the ~itie~~r.1ids Arige~e~~ 'Comptci~d~d W~s~ Holl~~lt~~;liAY~·:.i,1:"'-
, " , . : . 

. ""'f¢ J=~nfnghtto be ~ijJOm conduct that'~~e~:~'~nable je:dp~ to the public~h~~~~l:fAt.e:: .. 

: 1 S': . 'and!'safet}"'and ·to be free·,from conduct that' ~t;e~teJ·:4:.d,i.~t:urb.~ce' and ~e:a.s@.able apprehens~QR;:Q.f.d_ .' :':' 
il . 

16 to person and properly. ':, .. ," ,"" .. 
I ., 

17 ~'I :., 179. Defendants' ongoing con~iiat relatIDg to theif supply. of an illegitimate s'e~ondaJ;y 

18 market for handguns has created and maintained a public nuisance in the Cities of Los Angeles, Compton 

19 and West Hollywood and throughout Southern California, as thousands of handguns that they directly 

20 or indirectly supply to the illegitimate handguns market are thereafter used and' possessed in connection 

21 with criminal activity in the cities of Los Angeles, Compton and West Hollywood and throughout 

22 Southern California. As a result of the continued use of many of these handgun after they enter Cities, 

23 residents of Los Angeles, Compton, and West Hollywood, have been and will continue to be killed and 

24 injured by these handguns' and residents will continue to fear for their health, safety and welfare and will 
2S 

be subjected to conduct that crea~s a disturbance and reasonable apprehension of danger to their person 
26 

27 

28 

and property. 

180. Defendants' conduct, as set forth above, constitutes a public nuisance in the Cities of 
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3 

4 

Los Angeles, Compton and West Hollywood, becaus~ it is an unreasonable interference with common 

181. Defen~ts' conduct, as set forth above, is an unreasonable interference with common 

rights enjoyed by the general public in the Cities of Los Angeles, Compton and West Hollywoo~ 
5 

because it significantly interferes with the public's health, safety, peace, comfort and convenience. 
6 

7 
182. ·.Defendants' conduct, as· set forth above, is an 1.Il;1t'easonable interference with conunon 

8 rights enjoyed by the general public in the Cities ofLQs.·Angeles, Compton ~(l~West Hollywood,·· 

9 because D¥endaDts knew or should, ,have known tbatco~4.ijct Jo.,:be',.of a· contin~o.u.s and long-lasting; .. ::'{ 

10 nature that.~duces' a p~ane:n,t antMong-lasting signifi~tiJlegativ;e';eff~ct ·on the.G~ts of the publicib~ ~'J,\ 

n :'-·;~f~,~i~11iB3: '·.Deferidants' ongoD:tg conduct produ~:~\~ngping;illli~ce, as th~ands offumdgumr.; kio:; 
. :~. ~ .' . 

12 that thet(mree'(lY':c)r.j~dil;ect1y supp~~to the i1legitim:at~1UW.~'D.1~~t.which:~~ereafter ,illegaUy.;·l f~~'\ . . . 

13 used ari(i;p~ed<iil th<? .cities of:lliOs::Ang~les, cornp~~~~tjBqllyw~)Qd. ~ain in the ~ ·1;;;·:5.i 

, 14 

,15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

. . 

of per~~~~iitt:\:qiU~:continue to us'tkand po·ssess tlietiiJ1leggl{~f.{c:;~·.many ye~)id~ a· result of th~ .. ~~~ 

·contin~edi;iUl'I~U~~~l1;:(p.bssession of many of these handgWt$~~>t.eSt4eQ.~ .. ,of ~e.Citi~.s.Jof Los· Angelesg:, 4~"~ 
. . 

Com~ton and West Hollywood wili continue to be killed and injured by these handguns and the public 

will continue ·to fear for.its health, safety and welfare and"will be subjected to conduct that :creates a 

disturbance and reasonable apprehension of danger to person and property .. The. City has a clearly 

ascertainable right to abate conduct that perpetuates this nuisance. 

·1 ~4. The presence of illegitimately posses~ed and used handguns in the Cities of Los 

Angeles, Compton and West Hollywood proximately results in significant costs to the Cities in order to 
, . 

enforce the law, arm its police force and treat the victims of handgun crime. Stemming the flow of 

handgunS into the illegitimate handguns market will help to abate the nuisance, will save lives, prevent 

injuries and will make the Cities of los Angeles, Compton and West Hollywood a safer place to live. 

185. Defendants' conduct constitutes a public nuisance in the Cities of Los Angeles, 

Compton and West Hollywood, because it significantly interferes with the public'S health, safety, peace, 

comfort and convenience. Defendants knew or should have known that conduct to be of a continuous 
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1 
nature that produces a pemtanent and significant negative effect on the rights of the pUblic. Defendants' 

2 

3 
conduct constitutes a public nuisance within the me~ of Civil Code § 3480 and this action is brought 

under Civil Code § 3490, et seq .. and Code of Civil Procedure § 731. 'fh:e affected cities have a clearly 
4 

ascertainable right to abate conduct that perpetuates this nuisance. Stemming the flow of handguns into 
5 

the illegitimate handguns market will help to abate the nuisance, will save lives, prevent injuries and will 
6 

',': make the Cities of Los Angeles,. Compton and West Hollywood a safer place t9 live. 
7 

. ",: . 

I "~ .:.,' • 

..... 

~, ':,li 
8 

.~ .. .... 

"~:':9 

"'trb' 

:'~11 

'~'l'a~ 

"15' 

16 

PRAYER.'FQR REUEF , " ,~-: 

, Wherefore; i ,l"faintiff, prays foj.;: relief'~d judgm:ent agaittst,;the:, .. Def~dant!'t"jointlY:;and 
• : .1.', . .:', . 

seV~.ally, as :rOI1():W'S'~:{, ('~~j;.~;'~ ',';'" ,: .};~r.' ';;j,'\;fi; >/-;~~\r;~';~;' !,,:~~".';r:;~-::',;'.' ' ,;:~: ,~;,~;: 
" ,I, , " 

:g ,·i"'i'",::F:Ci,1nj.tinttive 'and de'c~~ato.r.y.-relief p~ttq,$~i~~!wmd,ProfessWts '?":'~~ 
: ).: •• - • ~ • • : I, 

ctid~:'§ 17203;.': i' ", ;~:; :?;~,"r;~i~;; ~:-:1';:', ; ;', ; " '''''1;~ , :",~~;f' ' ,I .::<, ',: '::,r~~':~'A~',~'~""i'::-"'}:' ',' , ' , <,':,:\;\': ':"i\~r; 

,.""/i' " a.~'iiDeelarli1§'th\it'Defendantsh!l<ye engaged in unIa~:Jlili:fi?)~~tm&'decepti"e)b~inessi'acts . , 
, ( , , " , 

" "and practicFs':in'V'i~l~tioIi' ofBusiness~d Professions COf\S~ctitm..Y§'§,t12-o0'Weq;;~~y .: ',' ' 

"~ .. b. rerma.nently enjoining D~f~dant~"and each of them., and,the~ respective, succeSsors, 

17 agents, serVants, 'officers, directors, employees and all persons:,acting in concert with tbem directly 

18 or indirectly from engaging in conduct in the manner alleged in the first through, fourth causes of 

19 actions in the Complaint. 

20 2. On the fifth cause of action, alleging Public Nuisance, that the Court grant a 

21 pennanent injunction to abate tj:ae public nuisance as alleged in the Complaint. 

22 3. For pre-judgment and post-judgment interest as provided by law. 

23 4., For ~vil penalties in the sum of$2,500 for each separate act in violation ofB~ess 

24 and Professions Code Section 17200t pursuant to Section 17206, according to proof. 
25 

5. For restitution and/or disgorgement of wrongfully obtained monies pursuant to 
26 ' 

Business and Professions Code § 17203. 
'27 

6. For costs of suit as provided by law. 
28 
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7. 

8. 

For attorneys' fees as provided by law. 

For such further relief as the Court deems equitable andjust. 

PAGE 01 

4 Dated: May 25, 1999 Respectfully submitte~, 
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JAMES K. HAHN, City Attorney 
CARMEL SELLA, Special Assistant City Attorney 
DON KASS. Deputy City Attorney 
MARK:FRANCIS'BURTON, Deputy City Attorney. ' '1". 

BY~ k--d:~w ;~, 
, '''~HAHN,CityAttomey ':'!.'. .. ,:.> <. 
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1 7. For attorneys' fees as provided by law. 

2 8. For such further relief as the Court deems equitable and just. 
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4 Dated: May 25, 1999 Respectfully submitted, 
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JAMES K. HAHN, City Attorney 
CARMEL SELLA, Special Assistant City Attorney 
DON KASS, Deputy City Attorney . 
MARK: FRANCIS' BURTON, Deputy City Attorney.' 

BY~ Li:~" . ,.(~~ K. IWIN, City Attorney . 
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.. , tHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTV OF LOS ANGELES 
SHOffT' CAS!!: 1lT'U! CASENUMSER 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
.. 

vs. 
ARCADIA MACHINE & TOOL, et al., CERTIFICATE OF ASSIONMENT 

File this certificate with all cases presented for filing in all districts of the Los Angeles Superior Court. 
C JUAY TlUL . b J(C)l6.....lUllrlnu.. llIIEPlWA1!DFOA11UI. ,n ClItOIIRSI Cit DAYS. .. 

o The undIrtlgned dIcIarM tt..a b -..1IIUtIId mettIrr It ....., tor prOAtClnp In IIw i~a 1 DbtrIcI of' 
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the CJlatrlc:t.. but held 
~rty wIIhin !he 
~ ... 

or 
PetitIoner, COnHIVatw or 
ward nIS/des VIIiInio ChiS 
dlstri<:t. •• 

I declare under penalty of perjury ~nder the laws of the State of Callfomia that the foregoing Is true and correct and this daclaratlon 

walS,e)(ecut~~U ~at Los Angeles' ,California 
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