- Arms Defender Not Just ‘Hired Gun’
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O'Meiveny provided Michs| with 2
Benvchrsok for s current ;:r.acu'»m.

*{ worked with some of the best
any:mn« ontly in the stote but i the
country,” Michel said of his assoctation
with O Mebeeny, "W | wis there, | saw
soewe of the ez ward; produet there |, i
gave e 2 sandard to sotve for”

To bnch his current practioe, Michs|
b-':gsﬁ wivertising lus speciy < sarted
gving sweches on setidofense 2 gun
shows &4 seiviet meetings and convou-
nity mestings and proty soon [ gt & rep
utaton 25 sarnebody who did a ot of this
énd of work™ Michel s3d,

He partayed his Tterest in the move-
et it wmong other things, 2 Hetme
rembersdip in the Nasonal Rife Assods-
tor. He ghoo chalrs the Jopal commanes
for the California File and Preto) Assocs
ten, 5 S 000mnember grous et te the
Califsrnda branch of the NRA

Irs this caparsty, Machel & mspcn&be
for “educatizg” citles on pcrtmem
saututes relsting 10
particuisrly in relatioa concealed
WERRSNY DArTrsS,

ceording to the CEPA's exerutive

Ereowews, Jon Erdran, ~“Chook B very
arncubae and knw;&égwic and does
b homework for S ¢ rights bespe " Erds
s added the Miche! "has both et on
B gronand”

A3 jegal commmitten chuir or the CREA,
MWichel e sfruns of Gty ordinances
that ateenpa to curtai the s of frerms
When & erdinancs B being considersd
that runs contrary to hes group’s beliels
or the lrw, be contacts Gty eounc] men
bers o tel! them Biey mxy be renming
Hoglol s by

in other words, *? rezrind {otes] 1o be
Sir” Miche! sud,

Bt if you tidos 5 kol af Michels spe-
alty praceice thuy far, i hies goas beyond
merely providing eities with ;entk
rerminters sbow qui ordinances trot he
believes go Lo restricive.

Ag 2 privare peacstoner at Michel &
Associntes, Miche! has found himself
mc%\.dmg grfending William Masters,
wiin rgammeé 4 pu:b!.c mselsirom for
sEOoUng tWo young LaSing men tn Jano-
oy 135, Kllizg cor, 2t a Feeway over-
s whers Uue two were speiying sralbe,

After Mamtere wigde down the Stense
plaze mumber of thezr &, the roan sopar
ontly demaded tist be mmr::".cz' the
peper gt b wealbel O 2 bras-
dislad 4 sevewdrver, sty w}ch Maz
ters ol him In the butocks and shot hig
{riend in the back. David Hids, the shoots
ing victim who survived, admitued to
hnklng 3 screwdriver but denied wing it

ing threatening manner.

Diespite public anger in many soctors
of the community, Masters was not
eharped with mansnghter or magder,
{nstead, Prosecuiarg soneluded that he
had acted in He was convict-
&d of carrving a mae&ﬂed mwa m
publbic and carryving 3 loaded wc%o
pubBc ad sentenced to epend

brws Tronscady, & has wocked closwely with
the Los Angeies Cay Cowrddl In i b on
wa-calind Sanerday vight specials — & bun
Thay Miched b

Paul Krikorian, wha t*m:s thc {uzs
and Violenoe Committes. saig he has
learned to percefully conxdist with his
appareal némesis, “Chaek is & very
Erong advocite foe i positar,” Kexors
an said. *l disagree with ham abmost al
the tirme, but { respect 2o,

“He represents & Grpiisaton ta |
find deistabie, ki BrBoodtan suid, referring
o Michel's NRA membershis. Frikorian
sdded, however, that Michel's presence
of the cosmrittee “ensures Suwdy debate.”

Mthet s 2lso apocaling the West Hob
hmaﬁd ordirance that bing the posses
sion of socalied Samrdsy wight specias
A ramber of other Sties have snoroved
or are sonsdlening similyr ocdmanoes
Bl arpuromnt basieally b ane of procmy
gon - this CBes don't have the suskarity
w0 enaTt such lws Last month, state
Asterney Gesersl Dan Lungren Gled o
oy el bried 10 the Court of Appeal
on behalf of the CRPA and NRA miying
that its Savurday wight spedal Bw was
precmptod.

“Az patlic chz.'uzg- be's sl he's gvm.g
D R TR nmfom oty and cxxm';f ¥ they
s & junkgun Barre Becker,

eatve dzector of the Ls;.u LCozumasty
Agrins Vicknoe, boesed & Sen Froncieco,

Michsl comnters by chinsng thar the
bow k2 o Bis side. Ascording o Michel
Fppeodmalely 22 cies have congidersd
eroeting sirrdlar bens sfter 5 bisd adpe
ruled ..h:r the West Holbwoad stanste
wix egul Osly é’m}tcfﬂﬁﬂtﬁbﬁsm
sassed simdler liws since then, Michsl
sxid, Toe olher 19 hiwnT - cleding
San Diego and Leay Besck, Furi}*m
more, Mich] sad, the theest of S8ga5es
wy 3 small paet of his srgument to

grvernynents,

“H's ondy ook of ghout 10 pessons | give
for not adopnng these types of ordi-
nances.,” Midne! s2id, “We educse dtiss
podnt by poine”

Thc NRA i plessed with bis efforts

“Ta be effecdve [ thiz sres), youbave
16 have some grasy of the subject” sad
Speve Helloy, chief lobbyint for the NRA
1 Calomds, "Tie hes wtronyg exre, He e
was well. In the process. he's W{;
a0 getting & poud grasy oo the feue”

More recently, Micke! hes beecome
wEively Brvobved i Movrovias rew Sourr
ty program. Under the program, the
Moarovia pofice department will give
$100 to w1y persim who Peports someone

v G ® i & pebBe phace,
ng with other Sesord Amesdment
atoeneys, Michal fhed a Public Records
Act pequest or documients partsning to
Muoorovins e ol coscealedweapon
peeseite, Michel said be bes discoversd
tha the cty isued one permit 1o 3 pdge
arsd ahout 3 dogen other parmits Lo
reserve poboe ofbeers in Monrevin As
+ Worhel has beess peable dm
gpplictions fr permits were
dr‘ﬁﬂed E%aa atter s stll unresobed,
arxed hWbchel iv «ill & tlks with e Moo

shouider now ™ Michel sckn

Miche! can get wied © this rexrent
U Ten gosing 10 b disihend bocarse of my
befefy, then sobe il Mishel wid

lsz:xwgmmmm“x}m

that cxrrest gun coamred bowg vior

lete the Second Amendrment, which
states: A wel regruliied M‘sza_ being
BCEEERrY 15 the secumity of 1 Bee Sue,
Uy right of the peopke [ keep and beer
Artrt. shall aee be niiaged.” Gun con-
ol sdvocaies insst the Second Amend-
frwertt ey peTTRiAS St 0 keep orga
nized militas, §ke Ue NaSonal Gued,
Bust gun righels activigs believe it guzmn-
mﬁmr{gdﬂo{mmamiua}m
o bear arms.

B ot e UK Svoceme Court har never
sule 2 defniive rulng on the isue.
m&wmmwwmmbymmcs
of G debaze, ULS u Mlter, 307 US 174
{1835}, the court vpheld & convicton
based o 3 kderal Srearms st rukng
that the Second Amendment did not
guarastee he right 1o xeep and bexr 3
“shoyes hideg 2 barred of less than IR
trches in length”™ in tie sheenoe of ok
Sence tending w thow a2t posusion o
Ui of T ghint P13 some “resttehle relye
gunghip 1o the preservaton or efbSeacy
of & wellregubited mibas "

Gun coaral propenents note that due
exte upheld 8 federal bw rw.zmng £
ownerzhip, Opponents of gun contrel,
howeser, focus on the court’s resoning,
which impled thit gun cwnershén wag
guaranteed U 2 was e rurposed of main-
wining a milta, 2nd that the “reilida,”
baged ca cebates in the Constitutional
Convrention, 15 made up of i) males
mﬁymkdmmmmfw
e common Sefenme.”

Whatever the result, since 1539 the
Superme Tourt as pot taken wp a Seqe
o Armertment dhinllenge 0 2 gun G
ol bw; rejecting den o foguently thas
Second Amendment-based daims sre

Justion Clarence Thesnas did raise o
gEnener of hope for gun righty acdvisss
earfier Uds yesr when the high court inval-
atnd the pover of the federal governe
ment 1o farce the states to bunese the
Brady A Wday witing pesied on pur
chase of fretms. Whils the corwe, Pritr u
Larited Sate, 97 DAR. 8213 wus decided
on il%h Amendment: state soversigty
Erounds, ’I‘hanm made & GCta ComEnent
i his concwrring sprvon that e Brady
b2 raised 3 “colorable” spirvent eader
the Second Amendment, Thomas wrote:
%m & sorne Sere date, this Cournt
will hawe the spportunity o dotermine
wheder Justice Siory wes cofroct when
bie w—ubf.;ﬁm the fght o bear = has
sty considered, & the padadiim
wmmw:mm

Ut thow day, Wiche! and others wibl
hve w0 walt Sor 2 deflipitve decidon on
tie acent of gun owneralilp sdghts, Bat
desrite his seal In the “riphtto froe apme”™
movement, Miche! seid he stroangly
bedeves rim new gun owners should
bave sadety tmn&m beyond the tourse
thg the e regquires,



rebpoving prafin; placed on tuee yeurs'
mm and ordered by the dge o
b gurss while on probation,

Draring the trial, Mickel said, he snd
b client were whisked through o rewr
entrance by rasrshals 1 awid the dély
throry of angry predesters, who, accord:
bt Micheld, “eere hanging my et in
elfigy,” Midiel, who was contatted by
Masters, regresented him for froe. As
Miche! expiainad, “Here was a guy who
hod 2 legitmae reason for sclf-deferse.
He wax prosecuted for trydng ts seve bis
oy B

Then there’s the Gase of the men who
were branded “domestc terrorists™ by
e Lo Angeles Polce Depurtmest ot
the department raided their homes in
May and sewed more than 100 weapodrs
ard thousands of ammuniton reunds.,
Agrsoeg the weapons seized were auln
matc ﬁﬂcs, nightwision gogpies. kser
SCroes 3 oven A gresiade Lunadiern

As it sened st the defendants in the
case, mclumng ‘-ﬁche!’s dies:t. G%enn

ﬁ;«:mw-——mwna ufmaw
stan 6f an aubsmiatic weapon azsd one
eovrt OF atomatic Weaparn Comversor
Michel & also 2 member cfthe Los
,;ﬁ‘ Coursty Bar Assochition’s Guny
Visdence Cormritter, which warks
with locs! governmosots to shape gun

rovia sofire chief. who, according to
Micdyed, has been cordiel,

Currently, Miche! is working o8 Use
sppeal of Jaroes Disgrran, which will be
heard shortly before the Califerais
Supreme Court, In that case, o state
smpednte court held that the il of the
defendant, Dingman, was = prohibited
azsauh weapsn uader the st peaylt.
wezpon statete, The msve that will be
decided is, essentially, just what i m
szt weapon? According o Michd, itis
bedieved to e the gt ime that the st

ney general's office has Slad a0 amicus
bnef o bea¥ of a cromizad defendart,

Tise ez probably will be hewd some
tme b the speing, B will be the St case
Miche! has argued before the California
Supreme Court.

A8 OMiekweny, where he worked Gum
90 1o 1984, Michel's Jegal curesr began
suspicously, He was 2 staff counsel for
the Christorher Commisson, woerking
under Warren Christopher before
Christopher wag 1 pamed secretary of
Staze. Proviously, be sereed i cneyerr
Clericshin with US, District Court Judge
Wilkam Res afer pradusting fom Loyela
Law School in 1989,

In his progression from Christopher
Comprission coansel 1o NRA sdvocmte,
Michel hus notices & dwtm: change in
attitede forn rmm FOVETTIOET Tep>
resentitves, *Im gettmg more of 2 m&i

Prossesson ¢f weapors should e B
Emetations, wocording w Michel "] beleve
ity ressooalie regdanion, st 12 83 a e
text for 3 political pobey moverment,” s15d
Michel, wivy exmpissized that be dossnl
e 0 hut beczase e “nt perioubry
&wﬂhﬁ&v&&mm&ﬂ&

1€s ditficull 1o pin down Wichel on
where e would drow tie ne in gun reg-
wizton. He does, however, tppear fed up
wiify draowing Znes on the oher side,

“The ressty is thae since 1923 o Cadi
fornia, the NRA and CRPA have been
cempromising” Mickel s, nferring 10
the year of the Uniform Pistol and
Revelver Azt which e NRA deafind snd
spereored, The act, which rendates per-
mits for those who wish 10 CUry a on
cmled weann i public, was sdoped in
Calfarn arnoog other stnes,

“The NEA s.*.w;me censizg eystem,
‘I‘be:y‘w drawing Enes f5r T00dd
years,” Milckel sald, as&ﬁirxg theat only
soeae locndites hawe oued the permis to
peorhe who hin requested hiem

Sowebue o " pun Lew™ business beoomes

s fraitfiel in the faturs? Wol 1o woery,
COotiz No, 2 & alrcady In the werks v
Ly .
e Wil paver be perfect,” Modhel sid,
“so ¥ itw not the oght to sciidefense,
therw will be somme atber right the Il be
Yexppy o advocate,” Mcked said
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