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Ready on the Firing Line

Gun Groups’ Attorney Targets Limits on Right to Bear Arms

By Yom Qrowyles
Dy Joowd S Weiksr

Fhase who wre apposed to e pdvate pon
ge3300n of fircarms might refer to him as a
“Hired gun.” His stpgoriers, on the otler handd,
conskler him & valualde tool i the fight agaliat
bocal gewernoents thal they bokiewe have lnken
gim ot the Second Amembiment,

What makes Clieck Michel so unusval e
thnt his tw practice revelves araund guns 13
rot onty delends be Envolved i rearms
vinldions, he advises citles agalnat secting
whai he bedieves are illegmb resinicions on guns.

Tt as maore and maee ¢lfes are coacting
g sesriclions, golng o war over U issue
n, at lines, make Michet feed Bke a0 outeast,

“Somee cilics treat me B a pardale?® Michel
s3idk, “nstead of someone lryag to tell them
What e bow b5 ‘

Evun thouph fur peockzimed himself 8 “gun
{awyee” in & recent nd inside & prodirearms
groap's newsletlen, Uwe Lok Angcles aitorney
docse’l appear (o it any parbeutar shveotype.

In fact, the oy noleworthy souvenlr in
Michel's Los Angeles offiee 1sn't & Clvil War-

era warsket ov o dowbleharecked shotgun,
Ratives, s the head of an wsimal — i the form
af Mickey Mousre enes thot Michel received
from attarneys for Walt Disaey Co. after he
had it in long hours o 2 rademark sfong
mierd Sull b Ordsnddo, Flis, several years ago, /8
an asgaciale with O¥elveny & Myers,

Michel has carned praise from a different
lype of client over the Inst three years,
nltheugh he brisdes a1 the "pun lawyer”
mstiker. Instead, Miched will 1l you il his
legsl phidosephy goes beyord st é‘rm

"Peacpbe shoukd e uble to dp what sy wont
unlegsileey Jinr { somseone or darrt themselves”
Michel snid. .
‘A Lowyer's Dreqin’

As o longtie believer in e right do bear
arims, Michel seenis o Yove found a comlort:
able niche, no matter low T sy got tabaled.
108 kind of a bvayer's dream, doing soavetiing
sk you veally feel very strongly abou,”
Michel sald,

Faised in o rarad avea of New Jersoy,

Michel's expertence with gmes bogar when e
wis yosug, "My funily woudd have rget con
testd shoollng at tin cans off the back porch
into a llkside the whole tisne | was growing
1o, Mfctiel expdained,

Dne resson he feels so strongly about the
right to biear arms is s firm bedisl that ne
matier what resickelians goveriements place
08 guns - even inchting 2n autrdght ban on
private owacrship — firearins will abways be
eaxtly accossible, It iz o leason Miche! lenrned
as 7 yorith,

“You e newer get afl the guns out of the
hamts of criminaly, becanse guns are just toe
eesy to make,” hichel sapd "’lt‘?un T was grow-
ing ap i New Fersey, {learned how o make a
%) gan wilh a rubber bend, car antenna, a twor
by-fonr ond a covple of nalls,”

Michel's coreer a5 5 “gan lawyer™ bogan
witen he decided to go solo afler having
warked at OfMebeny for nearly fous years, |
wanted more sioaarmy, and |wanlted Lo hiave
the coipor ity (© do sormelving 1 leeld strongly
aboul,” Michel sald. What's ssore, warking at
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CHUCK MICHEL — "if Frn godng 1 be dalked Because of my ballets, then so ba it




