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early-style
lever,

w
ithout

locking
latch,

a
feature

also
evident

on
the

iro
n

fram
e

H
enry

num
ber

73
(next),

one
of

the
finest

exam
ples

know
n

to
collectors.

T
his

factory-engraved
H

enry
has

the
rare

com
bination

ofgold-plated
fram

e
and

rosew
ood

stock.
B

ottom
,

an
exam

ple
ofengraving

by
L

ouis
D

. N
im

schke,w
ho

w
as

active
in

N
ew

Y
ork

in
the

second
half

of
the

nineteenth
century.

11
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T
he

M
odel

1866
W

inchester
A

lthough
only

about
13,000

H
enrys

w
ere

m
ade,

the
nam

e
becam

e
so

popularthatfor a
yearthe

firm
w

as
called

the
H

enry
R

epeating
R

ifle
C

om
pany.

H
ow

ever,
in

1866—
67,

since
0.

F
W

inchester
had

m
ajority

control,
the

nam
e

w
as

changed
to

the
W

inchester
R

epeating
A

rm
s

C
om

pany,
and

the
com

pany
absorbed

allthe
assets

of
previous

firm
s

in
w

hich
W

inchesterhad
invested

substantialsum
s.

M
aking

guns
had

becom
e

m
ore

im
portant

than
m

aking
shirts.

A
nd

w
ith

the
H

enry’s
successor,

the
M

odel1866,
his

investm
ents

began
to

pay
offh

an
d

som
ely.

K
now

n
popularly

as
the

“Y
ellow

B
oy”

in
reference

to
itsbrightbrass

fram
e,the

1866
w

as
the

first
of

hundreds
of

m
odels

to
bear

the
nam

e
W

inchester.
O

ne
of

the
m

ostpopular
ofall W

inchester
arm

s,
the

1866
w

as
w

idely
used

in
opening

the
W

estand,
in

com
pany

w
ith

the
M

odel
1873,

is
the

m
ost

d
e

serving
of

W
inchesters

to
claim

the
legend

“T
he

G
un

T
hat

W
on

the
W

est.”
It

w
as

also
w

ith
this

m
odel thatthe

factory
engravers

first created
elab

o
rate

and
exquisite

m
asterpieces,

som
e

for
exhibi

tions
and

a
few

for
special

presentations.
T

he
e
n

graving
dynasty

of
the

U
lrich

fam
ily,

active
prim

arily
at

W
inchester

for
over

eighty
years,

w
as

effectively
launched

w
ith

the
M

odel
1866.

M
odel

1866
production

w
ould

reach
a

total
in

excess
of

170,000,
w

ith
its

serial
num

bering
co

n
tinuing

that
of

the
H

enry
rifle.

T
he

run
continued

until
189$,

despite
the

appearance
of

several
new

er,
m

ore
m

odern
lever-actions

w
ithin

its
p
ro

duction
span.

A
ll1$66s

w
ere

in
.44

rim
fire

caliber
and

all
fram

es
w

ere
brass.

M
ost

steel
parts

w
ere

blued, though
som

e
barrels

w
ere

brow
ned,

and
the

levers
and

ham
m

ers
w

ere
standard

case-hardened.

N
.

K
IN

G
.

M
A

G
A

Z
IN

E
F

IR
E

A
R

M
.

P
aten

ted
M

ay
22,

1866.
No.

55,012.

N
elson

K
ing’s

celebrated
1866

p
aten

tcovering
im

provem
ents

in
loading,

for
w

hich
he

w
as

rew
arded

$5,000
by

a
vote

of
the

board
of

directors
($4,000

ofw
hich

he
took

in
com

pany
stock).

N
ote

the
lack

of
a

forend
and

the
H

enry-style
fram

e,
to

w
hich

a
hinged

loading
port

w
as

attached.

j
J

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

L
r
n
Z

Z
L

,
(
E

3.

22
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A
s

on
the

H
enry,

the
m

odel
designation

does
not

appear
on

the
gun.

H
ow

ever;
the

barrel
m

arkings
are

distinctive.
T

hrough
serial range

23000
the

first
roll

stam
ping

w
as

sim
ply

H
E

N
R

Y
’S

PA
T

E
N

T
—

O
C

T
.

16.
1860.

K
IN

G
’S

PA
T

E
N

T
—

M
A

R
C

H
29.

1866.

T
he

rem
aining

production
carried

the
longer

m
arking:

W
IN

C
H

E
ST

E
R

’S—
R

E
PE

A
T

IN
G

A
R

M
S.

N
E

W
H

A
V

E
N

.
C

T
.

K
IN

G
’S—

IM
PR

O
V

E
M

E
N

T

PA
T

E
N

T
E

D
—

M
A

R
C

H
29.

1866.
O

C
T

O
B

E
R

16.
1860.

G
iving

credit w
here

credit w
as

due
appears

to
have

been
a

hallm
ark

of
O

liver
W

inchester’s
attitude

tow
ard

his
leading

em
ployees.

B
.

T
yler

H
enry’s

im
provem

ents
w

hich
created

the
H

enry
rifle

w
ere

acknow
ledged

in
the

earlier
roll m

arking,
as

w
ell as

by
the

H
headstam

p
on

the
cartridges.

T
he

refer
ence

to
K

ing’s
im

provem
ent identifies

a
m

ajor
co

n
tribution

of
N

elson
K

ing,
w

ho
becam

e
su

p
erin

ten
dent

of
the

W
inchester

factory
late

in
1866

(in
B

ridgeport)
and

rem
ained

so
after

the
return

to
N

ew
H

aven,
1871,

not
leaving

the
post

until
a
p

proxim
ately

1875.
K

ing’s
prim

e
im

provem
ent

w
as

designing
a

practical system
for storing

carttd
g
es

in
a

tube
under

the
barrel,

and
for

loading
the

tube
through

a
gate

on
the

rightside
of

the
fram

e. rn
th

F
inventor’s

ow
n

w
ords:

B
eneath

the
barrelI place

a
thin

m
etaltube

extending
along

the
barrel

nearly
its

entire
length,

its
rear

and
entering

the
fram

e.
.

.
.

W
ithin

the
tube

I
place

a
follow

er and
close

the
upperend

ofthe
tube

by
a

plug
or

otherw
ise,

and
betw

een
the

follow
er and

the
plug

I
place

a
helicalspring,the

tendency
ofw

hich
isto

force

C
om

parison
of

three
of

the
key

stages
in

W
inchester

evolution.
From

the
top,

a
V

olcanic
w

ith
standard

engraving
style

and
silver-plated

fram
e.

S
tandard

engraving
pattern

on
a

silv
er

plated,
brass-fram

ed
H

enry
rifle.

T
he

M
odel

1866
has

Its
brass

fram
e

gold-plated
and

engraved
by

one
of the

U
lrich

fam
ily. T

he
loading

portat fram
e

center
w

as
the

1866’s
prim

e
im

provem
ent

over
Its

predecessors.

23
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the
follow

ertow
ard

the
low

erorrear
end

of the
tube.

Through
one

of
the

plates
(preferring

thatone
upon

the
right

hand
side)

I
form

an
opening

.
.
.

so
as

to
com

m
unicate

through
the

fram
e

directly
to

the
cham

ber
in

the
carrier-block.

Through
this

opening,
an

d

w
hile

itscarrier-block
is dow

n.
.

.insertthe
cartridges,

front
first

.
.

.the
second

cartridge
pressing

the
first

into
the

m
agazine,and

so
on.

T
he

patent
draw

ing
show

s
a

hinged
loading

gate,
but

the
production

arm
s

had
a

flat
(later

grooved)
plate

held
firm

by
a

spring,
S

o
im

portantw
ere

K
ing’s

im
provem

ents
thatthe

firm
’sboard

ofdirectors
voted

him
a

$5,000
bonus,

m
ostofw

hich
he

took
in

com
pany

stock.
K

ing
w

as
second

only
to

U
F

W
inchesterin

com
pany

salary.
D

espite
the

m
odel

designation
of1866,

p
ro

d
u

c
tion

quantities
did

notreach
the

m
arketuntil1867.

T
he

board
had

voted
to

authorize
5,000

rifles
and

carbines
in

a
resolution

of
early

M
arch

1867,
and

another
10,000

w
ere

voted
in

m
id-F

ebruary
1868.

T
he

first
M

odel
1866s

w
ere

com
m

only
know

n
in

the
arm

s
trade

as
“im

proved
H

enrys.”
R

eferences
to

the
1866

in
new

spapers
and

in
journals

w
ere

generous
and

notinfrequent.T
he

ScientificA
m

en-
can

of
O

ctober
14,

1868,
noted:

“W
e

have
lately

exam
ined

the
W

inchester
repeating

rifle..
.w

hich
w

as
subm

itted
to

a
series

of
trials

by
the

Federal
M

ilitary
C

om
m

ission
of S

w
itzerland..

.
.T

he
rifle

is
elegant

in
appearance,

com
pact,

strong,
and

of
excellentw

orkm
anship.

O
n

exam
ination

w
e

find
its

w
orking

parts
very

sim
ple,

and
not

apparently
lia

ble
to

derangem
ent.”

T
he

1866
w

as
advertised

in
carbine,

rifle,
and

m
usket

(w
ith

bayonetlug)
configurations,

butthey
are

divided
by

today’s
collectors

into
four

basic
technical

variations:

first
M

odel—
T

ang
serial

m
arking

hidden
by

buttstock,
H

enry-style
profile

atham
m

er
area

of
fram

e,
flatcover

to
loading

gate,
barrel

m
arking

w
ith

H
enry

and
K

ing
patentdates,

flattish
fram

e

T
hese

m
agnificentrifles

help
dem

onstrate
the

evolution
of the

lever-action
and

its
decoration,

from
the

H
enry

(at top,serialnum
ber

9)
through

the
1866.

C
enter

rifle,
num

ber
26283,

is
a

m
asterpiece

and
likely

w
as

m
ade

as
a

factory
show

gun
by

G
ustave

Y
oung,

A
m

erica’s
forem

ostarm
s

engraver
ofthe

nineteenth
century

T
he

G
oddess

ofL
iberty

w
as

inspired
by

banknote
engraving.

B
ottom

rifle,
1866

num
ber

79944,
is

a
show

piece
by

a
Y

oung
p
ro

td
g
,

C
.

F
U

lrich
(and

so
signed).

Inspiration
for

the
fem

ale
nude

w
as

sculptor
H

iram
P

ow
erss

The
G

reek
Slave,

or
a

sim
ilar

sculpture
of

the
period.

E
arliest-pattern

cartridge
board

(21”
x

23”)
by

W
inchester,

c.
1874.

A
ll

are
rim

fire
cartridges

except
for

the
.44-40

centerfire
at

bottom
.T

he
cartridges

w
ere

m
ounted

on
the

lithographed
baclcground

and
then

fram
ed

for exhibitby
dealers

and
distributors. T

hus
began

the
tradition

of
cartridge

boards,
continued

to
this

day
by

the
W

inchester
D

ivision
of

O
lin

C
orporation.

25

00516

Case 3:17-cv-01017-BEN-JLB   Document 50-13   Filed 03/05/18   PageID.5094   Page 15 of 42

Exhibit 31



u)-

cn

ci

c’i

00517

Case 3:17-cv-01017-BEN-JLB   Document 50-13   Filed 03/05/18   PageID.5095   Page 16 of 42

Exhibit 31



tang
at

area
of

lever
latch,

fram
e

flares
to

m
eet

‘V

forend,
fram

e
profile

less
pronounced

than
p
re

decessor,
T

hird
M

odel
barrel

m
arking,

ap
p

ro
x

i
m

ate
serial

range
149000—

170101.

B
y

1868
the

Y
ellow

B
oy

already
had

a
w

ide
reputation.

In
his

book
B

uffalo
L

and,
W

illiam
E.

W
ebb

w
rote

of
his

1866
carbine,

w
hich

he
carried

across
the

plains:

Ibecam
e

very
fond

ofa
carbine

com
bining

the
H

enry
and

K
ing

patents.
Itw

eighed
but

seven
and

one-half

M
odel 1$66

advertisem
ent show

s
the

rifle
and

carbine
versions, and

the
rim

fire
cartridge

w
ith

H
headstam

p.
N

ote
the

artist’sdesire
to

show
the

loading
port

and
saddle

ring
on

the
carbine;

only
the

latter
belongs

on
the

left side.

J
r
ç

“
rin

j_

f
r

r
r,r

I
t

i-)
i

e
v

1
u

t
)

-
-
-

6
X

’A
’

NV
(‘VON

N

C
hief

P
oundm

aker
of

the
C

rees
and

his
M

odel
1866

rifle,
w

ith
sling

attached.

27
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T
he

butt
of

this
trapper’s

1866
carbine

has
Indian-style

tack
decorations.

C
ontem

porary
photograph

by
J.

F
R

ow
e

of
P

o
r

tage
Ia

Prairie,
M

anitoba,
C

anada.

F
rom

the
private

arm
s

collection
of

M
exican

P
resident

P
orfirio

D
iaz,

M
odel

1866
n

u
m

b
er

21921
boasts

a
M

exican
eagle

carved
in

relief
on

the
ivory

stock.
Ivory-stocked

longarm
s

rank
high

in
A

m
erican

firearm
s

rarities.
So

rare
is

the
D

faz
carbine

that
itis

know
n

to
collectors

as
the

ivory-stocked
W

inchester.

U
nusual

V
ictorian

decorative
m

otifs
w

ith
running

deer
and

a
fem

ale
nude

grace
this

C
F

U
lrich—

engraved
show

gun.
B

arrels
w

ere
seldom

decorated
an

the
M

odel
1866,

and
the

scrollw
ork

and
silver

band
inlays

on
this

specim
en

are
added

indications
of

exclusivity.

29

00520

Case 3:17-cv-01017-BEN-JLB   Document 50-13   Filed 03/05/18   PageID.5098   Page 19 of 42

Exhibit 31
00520



Serial
num

ber
79863

is
an

U
lrich

m
asterpiece,

and
has

been
attributed

to
John.

A
near

tw
in

to
this

cased
rifle,

num
ber

84015,
bears

the
signature

ofJohn’s
brother

C
onrad

F
Since

both
John

and

C
onrad

studied
under

G
ustave

Y
oung,

itis
not surnrising

to
find

such
closeness

of style,
quality,

and
execution.

T
he

c
a
s
in

g
is

of
bird’seye

m
aple,

w
ith

special
hardw

ood
edging,

and
the

tnterior
ts

lined

w
ith

green
velvet.

Such
period

cases
are

m
uch

soughtafter.

30
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pounds,
and

could
be

fired
rapidly

tw
elve

tim
es

w
ith

outreplenishing
the

m
agazine.H

ung
by

a
strap

to
the

shoulder,
this

w
eapon

can
be

dropped
across

the
saddle

in
front,

and
held

there
very

firm
ly

by
a

slight
pressure

of
the

body
.
.
.

w
ith

a
little

practice,
the

m
agazine

ofthe
gun

m
ay

be
refilled

w
ithoutchecking

the
horse.So

lightisthis
H

enry
and

K
ing

w
eapon

thatI
have

often
held

itoutw
ith

one
hand

like
a

pistol,and
fired.

In
response

to
the

rapid-fire
capability

of
the

1866,
and

indeed
to

the
H

enry,
the

Indians
labeled

these
guns

the
“m

any
shots”

or
“heap-firing.”

M
odel

1866
and

H
enry

rifles
w

ere
used

against
G

eneral
G

eorge
A

rm
strong

C
uster

at
the

fam
ous

L
ast

S
tand;

besides
being

outnum
bered,

C
uster’s

m
en

w
ere

generally
outgunned—

a
H

enry
or

an
1866

having
far

m
ore

firepow
er

than
the

single-
shot

S
pringfield

trapdoor
carbines

w
hich

w
ere

the
issue

longarm
for

the
cavalrym

en.
S

om
e

com
m

ents
in

a
W

inchester
broadside

of
the

late
1860s

noted
certain

of
the

advantages
of

the
1866:

T
he

advantage
thatthis

G
un

possesses
overallothers

forsingle
individuals

traveling
through

a
w

ild
country,

w
here

there
is

reason
to

expecta
sudden

attack
either

from
robbers

orIndians,cannotbe
over-estim

ated,as
itis

w
ell

know
n

to
all

w
ho

have
used

a
gun

to
any

extent.
.
.

thatthere
is

a
little

uncertainty
of

its
going

off;
but

w
ith

this
G

un
there

can
be

no
such

feeling,
because

even
though

a
C

artridge
should

m
iss

fire,
itis

draw
n

from
the

barrel
w

ith
unfailing

certainty,
and

another
placed

in
its

stead,
and

fired
in

just
half

a
second,

thereby
giving

tw
o

chances,
even

though
the

enem
y

should
be

w
ithin

tw
enty

feetatthe
firing

ofthe

A
distinguished

lineup
of

deluxe
M

odel
1866

rifles,
each

of
show

-gun
quality,

and
each

w
ith

a
gold-plated

fram
e.

A
ttrib

uted
to

John
and

C
onrad

F
U

lrich,
w

ith
the

possibility
ofatleast

one
by

brother
H

erm
an.

N
o

signed
rifles

by
H

erm
an

have
been

located
by

collectors.
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T
itans

of
the

overland
rails,

A
.

J.
R

ussell’s
c.

1868—
9

photo
graph

show
s

a
U

nion
Pacific

directors’
m

eeting
in

a
p

jv
o

è
railroad

car.S
eated
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ourisatfarleft. A

bove
the

centralm
irror

are
crossed

pairs
of

M
odel

1866
rifles

and
1851

N
avy

C
olts.

A
t

the
directors’

feet,
spittoons

at
the

ready.

m
%

?

L.
D.N

im
schke’s

engraving
m

asterpiece
the

“Solid
Silver”

W
in

chester,
m

ade
forpresentation

from
the

P
residentof

Peru,
Jo

si
B

alta,
to

the
P

resident
of

B
olivia,

M
ariano

M
elgarejo.

Fram
e,

forend,
buttplate,

and
carrier

block
are

all
of

silver,
w

hich
is

believed
to

have
been

supplied
to

W
inchester

from
the

rich
m

ines
ofPeru.S

igned
by

the
engraver seven

tim
es,including

on
fram

e
b

o
tto

m
:

L
D.

N
IM

SC
H

K
E

EN
G

.
N

.Y
.

Photographed
on

a
page

docum
enting

the
rifle,

from
the

author’s
book

L.
D

.N
im

schke
F

irearm
s

E
ngraver,

a
reprint

edition
of

N
im

schke’s
ow

n
engraving

scrapbook

33

00524

Case 3:17-cv-01017-BEN-JLB   Document 50-13   Filed 03/05/18   PageID.5102   Page 23 of 42

Exhibit 31



00525

Case 3:17-cv-01017-BEN-JLB   Document 50-13   Filed 03/05/18   PageID.5103   Page 24 of 42

Exhibit 31
00525



first
shot,

w
hich

is
som

ething
that

no
other

Rifle
yet

built is
capable

of
doing.

.
.this

G
un

is
w

hathas
long

been
w

anted;
it

is
so

sim
ple

in
its

construction,
that a

child
ten

years
old

can
w

ith
half

an
hours

instruction,
load

and
fire

it
w

ith
perfect safety,

it
being

im
possible

to
geta

cartridge
into

it otherw
ise

than
right.

A
quite

pointed
recom

m
endation

of
the

M
odel

1866
w

as
m

ade
by

V
ice

A
dm

iral Jasper
H

. S
elw

yn,
R

oyal
N

avy,
w

ho
stated

(1882,
L

ondon):

Ihave
been

for a
long

tim
e

a
consistent advocate

ofthe
m

agazine
gun

know
n

as
the

W
inchester,

or
the

W
in

chester-H
enry
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itis

also
called.

.
.

.Isaw
personally

in
Turkey

during
the

[R
usso-Turkish

W
ar

of18771
the

C
ircassian

cavalry
allarm

ed
w
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the

W
inchester-H

en
ry

[1866]
carbine.

M
y

friend
R
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P
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.

. told
m

c
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w
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at

Y
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Z
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w
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personal
bodyguard
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e
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C
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A
C

ossack
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e
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e
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and
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.
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w
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tow
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C
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and
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e
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,
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e
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T

h
e

C
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,
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but
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m
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m
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C
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w
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of
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C
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ay.
T
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s
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m
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w
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S
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ow
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frica,
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a
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T

he
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H
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elegantsilver-and-gilt punch
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bow
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a

giftfrom
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O
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H
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F
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T
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n
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a
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other
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w
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W
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E
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W
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W
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w
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on.
E

dw
ard

Joy
M

orris—
our

M
inister

in
C

o
n

stantinople—
did

no
m

ore
than
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T
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p
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H
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H
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w
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w
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m
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m
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P
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.
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A
statistical

analysis
of

factory
shipping

ledgers
undertaken

by
the

late
author

John
E.

P
arsons

revealed
som

e
interesting

facts
about

the
M

odel
1866s

of
serial

range
125000

and
above.

O
f

the
44,739

guns
shipped,

35,402
w
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3,914
w
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m
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and

5,423
w
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N
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bered
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tw
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and
m

uskets
eighty-six;

for
h
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the
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w
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thirteen
carbines

and
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S
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guns

totaled
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and
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o
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w
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w
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seven
m

uskets
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o
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nine
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PART II: CIVil IAN ARMS

covering that had been shrunken onto the barrel.
Poor Nelson and his “leather gun” furnished the
butt of many a joke for a good while thereafter.25

More widely used in the West than the Sharps &
Hankins were two lever-action repeaters, the Spencer
and the Henry, and the Colt side-hammer revolving
rifle. The Colt, of course, had reached the frontier
before either of the other two; although it was a per
cussion arm, western dealers such as Curry and Liddle
& Kaeding of San Francisco, and Henderson & Co.
of Prescott, Arizona, continued advertising it throcigh
the late i86os. For an expedition against the Indians
in Colorado late in i868, one Mr. Hall loaned Irving
Howbert:

an excellent horse and a Colt’s rifle, a kind of gun
that I had not seen before nor, for that matter, have
I seen one like it since. It was a eun built exactly
on the principle of a Colt’s revolver. The trouble
with it was that one never knew just how many
shots might go off at once.

Ten years later one of the men trailing Dull Knife’s
band of Cheyennes northward, Sol Rees, found that
“in tr ing to work the cylinder of m revolver, the
last cartridge had slipped hack, and the cylinder would
not work . . . I then went back to a rnn named
IngaHs, and got a Colt’s repeating rifle. “

Owing to the success of metallic-cartridge repeaters
with tubular magazines, the popularity of the re\’olving
rifle was fast disappearing. And yet by 1865 Remington
had seen fit to introduce a revolving rifle of it5 own,
basically a New Model handgun fitted with huttstock
and long octagon barrel, Made initially as a .36 or
.44 percusson arm, and later modified to take metallic
cartridges, the Remington was available u ith barrel
lengths from 24 to 28 inches. Advertisements for this
rifle and other Remington arms, which appeared in
the Arizona Miner, Dallas Herald, Elko InJ”pendent,
and other western papers through the late ;86os, usu
ally referred potential purchasers to the Remington
agencies in St. Louis and San Francisco rather than
to individual dealers; evidently the sales of the firm’s
revolving rifle never equaled those of Colt’s. Even less
popular was the cylinder rifle made by Morgan Rood
of Denver; although Rood advertised this gun from
the early i86os through the mid-187os, the demand,
if one existed at all, was extremely limited.27

THE SPENCER AND THE HENRY

Sales of the Spencer and the Henry far outstripped
those of any revolving rifle used in the postwar West.
While the Spencer had been the clear choice of the

military, the Henry proved a strong competitor in the
civilian market of the late i86os; from 1865 through
1871 dealers in California, Oregon, Nevada, Arizona,
Colorado, Nebraska, and undoubtedly in other parts
of the West as well, sold both guns, and one saw about
as much use on the plains as the other. Soon after
Edward Ordway arrived in Denver in the spring of
i866, he wrote,

I met Riley in Groves’ [Cove’s?] Gunshop. We met
there for the same purpose—gun cleaning. He had
a Henry and I a Spencer carbine. As there were
some other men there . . . conversation turned to
a discussion of the merits and defects of firearms in
oeneral. The majority were of the opinion that they
would not lay down a muzzle-loader for any machine
gun. One man insisted that given a hundred and
fifty yards start he could outrun all the sixteen shots
in a Henry. Another fellow would not take the gitt
of a Spencer carbine for the good reason that the
luckiest man on the earth was never known to hit
anything he shot at. Others offering their testimony
along the same line, caused cis to adjourn to a corral
outside of town that was built of pine lumber with
plenty of knots in the boards. I offered to bet a ten
dollar hat that I could knock out seven knots that
I would mark at thirty yards off hand, and do the
trick in less than twenty seconds with the seven
shots in my gun. One skeptic in the crowd gleefully
accepted the bet and sorrowfully paid it. Riley asked
me if I could do that every time, and I told him
that with a fair amount of luck I could. Then he
told me that he was [boss and] part owner of a bull
train . . . and if I was game enough to take the
chances he would take me on as an extra, naming
a renumeratin that struck me as so very liberal that
I did not hesitate to accept it. .

While Williafn’Breakenridge was in eastern Colorado
about I86?

a band of six Indians ran through the edge of town
close to the soldiers’ barracks and attempted to cut
the ropes on several horses that were picketed
there. . . . The men all ran out and one of them
took my Springfield . . . [I] had to stop to get an
other. It was a Spencer carbine which loaded in the

stock with seven cartridges, held in by a spring.
I fired at one [Indian] . . . I felt sure that I had hit
him and tried to throw another shell into the gun,
when I found that the spring that held the cartridges
in the breech had come out and all the shells had
fallen out of the gun.28

After traveling through Kansas in the early summer

of 1867, William Bell, another Spencer user, wrote a

ii6
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RIFLES

graphic description of a fortified stage station near Fort
Wallace:

Standing side by side, and built of wood and stone,
are the stables and the ranche in which the drivers
and the ostlers live. Behind is a coralle, or yard,
divided off from the plain by a wall of stones
A little subterranean passage, about five feet by
three, leads from the stables to the house. Another
one leads from the stables to a pit dug in the ground,
about ten yards distant. This pit is about eight or
ten feet square, is roofed with stone supported on
wood, and just on a level with the ground portholes
open on all sides. The roof is raised but little above
the general level of the ground; more, however, at
this station than at most of them. Another narrow
subterraneous passage leads from the house to a
second pit, commanding the other side of the sta
tion; while a third passage runs from the coralle to
a larger pit, commanding the rear. In both house,
many repeating Spencer and Henry breech-loading
rifies---the former carrying seven, and the latter
eighteen [sic] charges—lie loaded and ready to hand;
while over each little fort a black flag waves, which
the red-men knon nell means “no quartet” for them.
When attacked, the men creep into these pits, and,
thu, protected, keep up a tremendous fire through
the portholes, Two or three men, with a couple of
breech-loaders each, are a match for almost any
number of assailants. I cannot say how many times
thcse little forts have been used since their con
tu tion, hut during the three wLeks we were in

the neighbourhood, the station was attacked
tnice.

—
Gttx iaker,

LAKEPORT, LAKE COUNTT, CAL
eeoc. eajt,1t,on of

GUNS, RIFLES, AND flSTOLS,
TELISCOPE RIFLES a Sp.cLalty.

Ahou, flmiry’o S1 cr”o, Sharps. &t. Hrch
ItailIllg lUflt’, wIIh FIrud AuirnunItkn fur thti
tuunu; alou, Ieu3ith,r, Shut0 HuLhot, ddLM,
ot all eoe ttt , • ao , I arId tee tee,, ut all oea
hr flr,x S I S t hOe. already tilloel, tilled

, 0&l r at eho I thou

GUNS, RIFLES an piroi MADE TO ORDER1
he louthO of a hit S unot b ozoelleed by thue, ot

thor wek,. or the world

L Ah X 1’.J ci
Of all kinda oh l rroaerr C ,tu,, a IS neatrrw,e ,,rd drai.eLeh

Work Guaranteed In all Ceeca.

Some of the civilians at the Hayfield Fight of 1867
also used the Spencer, as did teamsters on the wagon
trains hauling freight up the Bo:eman Trail in i868.
The reports of army officers who inspected these trains
included the following notes:

Nd Guns: 4 Spencer and 7 Muskets—Am 150

Rounds.

Nd Arms: 7 Spencer and
-

Enfield Rifles.
Ammunition: 200 Round3 Spencer Cartridges.

Nd Arms: 7 Spencer and 9 other Rifles—Ammu
mtion—200 Rounds Spencer and 5 Rounds Mus
ket Cartridges.

Arms—24 Spencer Carhines—7 Springfield Mus
kets—Ammunition—i 300 Rounds Spencer Car
tridges—Arms Unserviceable—3 Spencer and 2

Springfield Rifles.3°

The chief competitors of the stagecoach lines—the
railroads—also made use of the Spencer. Union Pacific

workers had them, as id the crewmen of other roads;
in the summer 0(1870, as the last stretch of Kansas
Pacific track went down east of Denver, young John
Armor visited the site and noted that “the government
had furnished about thirty-five Spencer repeater rifles
(seven shots), mostly carbines (the short rifles), and
plenty of government ammunition for defense against
the Indians. “31

Individual users of the Spencer were numerous, but
one of the more interesting was a mysterious stranger
who rode into a Colorado camp late in 1871:

He. . . was neatly and rather stylishly dressed.
His only omament was a short, magazine rifle known
as the Spencer carbine, a weapon of large calibre
and carrying eight cartridges . . . during the time
he was with us, never for a single instant was he

L A. Paid on’s l-Iandbool and Dnector, of Yoto, Solano, Napa Like,
Sonoma, ant ?‘.iarin Counti s [Cahfornkij 1878—79, p. 196. (Cour—
te Bancroft Lihr iry, Un rrslu, ot California)

117
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Spencer Mifl65 ul inc carried on one ot the ear1 Uni n Pacific
Riilroad u in cus (C ourtesy Union Pacific Mu euro

without that gun in his possession. Awake or asleep,
it was always in his hand....

Only slightly less popular was the Henry, Edward
Ordway left a stirring account of the Henry’s use by
a bull train on the Bozeman Trail in i866:

We scouted the hills and creek but no signs of In
dians did we see, not even the wave of a feather or
glitter of a mirror on distant hills. But that was not
considered a favorable sign, for as the old timers
put it all in one terse sentence, “You are never safe
from Indians until you can see them. “After crossing

one morning pony tracks were seen near a small
creek some distance above where the road crosed.
The sign proved that a small party of Indians had
been there the day before . . . and Riley was too
old a hand in the game to take a needless chance.
One of his wagons had for a part of its load, arms
and ammunition, and among the lot were some
cases of Henry rifles. I do not suppose at this late
day that there are now living many who remember
anything about that long ago discarded firearm, nor
that it was the legitimate parent of all the magazine
guns in use now. It was short ranged and could do
but little damage beyond two hundred yards, but it

\‘t’elts F irao markiny on the receivcr of a Sp ncer c irhin, “W. f.
& CO. LX,1NO, 627. (Ph ro ( Mr. Richir I K. Hilrcr)

kSY

the divide between Cheyenne and Powder Rivers,00532
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RIFLES

Propector, probably in the outhwe.tern U.S. A Spencer miii
tarv-c Ic title i- hun from the aJdie on the mount at Cr right.
Courtesy Ari:ona Historical Society)

was as near mechanically perfect as any machine
gun could be made, and in the hands of men ot
that diy sixteen shots could he fired with astonish
ing rapidity. Riley broke open some huxes and dealt
out two rifles and ammunition to each man in the
utitat. [Then,] about ten o’clock [our Pawnee scuut]
discovered a war party of seventy five or eighty
quietly waiting in a small valle, and [their] teles
copic eyes soon made out another paits coming to
join the others. The Pawnees knew di it they were
planning to make a surprise attack and they lust no
time in getting hack to the train. A tew words trom
them to Riley and the order was given, “Corral!”
The hull teams swung around into place with the
mules and horse teams in the center. The wagons
[were] chained together, wheels locked and every
thing made fast, with but a short space of time to
spare until the Indians came in sight, and but few
seconds elapsed until the men were under the wa
gons, each with his rifle at rest through a wheel.
They did not come on in a bunch, but scattered
out over a wide space. When they saw that every
thing was arranged for their reception they all rounded
up and appeared to be holding a council of war.
They had evidently planned to make the attack
while the train was strung out on the road, and
perhaps, but for the daring of our scouts, it might
have happened that way. As the case then stood
they had to change their tactics, which they did in
short order and began the offense in the old way by

L
- p

5’

,. -

-

S

4

from a photograph taken by Charles T. Smith, Topeka. Kansas.
At left, an MiS6o Spencer carbine, and at right a Colt MiS55
percussion revolving rifle. (Courtesy Mr. Herb Peck, Jr.)00533
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PART IL CIVILIAN ARMS

GUN

Hunten m South Park, Colorado, probably in the 1RS05. Theman at left holds a Spencer carbine, hile the man third fromright ha a Sharps. (Courtesy Nit. Malcolm Collier

‘1

OT4HS,
o. G6ontb C ptrfet, VIrginin,

(NerDnor Yorth i’f IV F CoW’s Ofiice)

t% AI.VRS UI—

PITOLSI

R1FLEN

.ArxntiniHoi

AIo, f r t Low rates
HENRYN PATENT RIFLE

‘ hargr 1fteeu NvP’ ,

Prtt* beau I for Bui o au J l. ‘. a
to call iperi u a we n i a11i a’ f

at be Lowt Lv u pH t.

REVO] VERS. if i pirru uy uu
ljd and (or sale

Repairing ad L .ding ior ob ii a
Retnemb+r the

66 otb (‘ trt, irgin1a. tuO

Gold Hill (Nevada) Daih Netts, July 1865.

circling around, making feints at charging, and all
the tricks wherein they were devilishly proficient,
for the purpose of drawing our fire at a long range,
and then charging in on empty guns. That they got
no reply frum the uld mu::Ie-loaders, and not knuw
ing the rod we had in pickle for them, was positively
a puz:e they could not solve, but [they] kept draw
ing alittle nearer until perhaps their patience be
camb ‘xhausted and [with] no resistance against
tir maneuvers, they made a simultaneous dash on
all sides, and coming within the limits of the rifle
range the Henrys began to play a tattoo the like of
which they had never heard before. . . . To say that
the Indians were astonished at the storm of lead
that met them would be but a weak expression.
A gatling gun would not have surprised them more.
It was but a very few minutes after we began to fire
until they were gathering tip their dead and wounded
and nothing short of total annihilation would have
stopped them from doing that—and they were scur
rying away toward the shelter of the hills, wiser if
not happier Indians. The magic of the white man’s
guns was a long way past their understanding. They
let us alone while in their territory. In less than an
hour after the last shot was fired the train was rolling
along as merrily as though nothing had happened.33
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When Andrew Simmons and his party traveled down
the Missouri by Mackinaw boat in the summer of
i866, they were well equipped with Henrys. Simmons
told of others who were less well armed, and who paid
dearly for it:

Toward evening we descried a party of white men
on the right bank, hove to, and went ashore. They
proved to be a party of seven, engaged in chopping
wood for steamboats. . . . These men were armed
with Hawkins rifles, which, being muzzle-loading,
were greatly inferior to the breech-loading cartridge
guns then in use. We warned them of their danger,
but with [the in energy and enterprise they possessed
also the courage and recklessness of all pioneers.
They said they were ready to take chances. Poor
fellows! The chances were too strong for them, for
only a few days afterwards a body of Sioux Indians

came upon them’they made a desperate defence,
hut were ovepmvered and every one of them mas
sacred.

A short distance downriver Simmons and his com
panions encountered their own problems:

It was evident we had come up with a large patty
of Sioux who were about to attack us, and we must
make the best of the situation. Despite our labor at
the oars, the current swept us down in direct range
of the spot occupied by the Indians, who, before
we had finished fastening our boat, opened fire upon
us with about fifty shots, which fortunately whistled
over our heads . . . Before they could correct their
aim for another fire, we were behind a breastwork
hastily extemporized by throwing up our blankets
and baggage against the exposed gunwale of the
boat. This they pierced with bullets thick as hail,

Hnry repearin’ rOle and Colt i\1i6o .44, the latter sh rtened
t’ “belly un’ lenth, owned F5 James B. Hume and insuibed
with hO nam. For same 30 years prior to hi death m 1904,
Hume hesdd the WelL Fars detective force. (Courtesy Wells
Fares Bsnl Hi try Room)
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hut the protection it afforded us was ample, and we

Soon got ready to return their leaden compliments.

Each of our Henry rifles contained sixteen cartridges

when we opened fire, and the distance being about

one hundred and fifty yards to the bluff, which was

literally swarming with savages, not more than ten

minutes elapsed until every one of them had dis

appeared. The fearful death howl, however, assured

us that our fire had not been in vain.34

The two Scouts killed in the Fetterman Massacre in

December of i866 also carried Henrys, and probably

took a heavy toll of their attackers before they fell.

Ironically, a Henry rifle was to help avenge the Pet

terman disaster. After the Hayfield Fight of 1867, Finn

Burnett, a Spencer-wielding participant of that battle,

\vrote:

I don’t believe there is another man living, or that

ever lived, who has killed as many Indians in a day

as [D. A.] Colvin did on the occasion of the hayfield

fight. He was armed with a sixteen-shot repeating

rifle, and had a thousand rounds of ammunition.

He was a dead shot, and if he missed an Indian in

that fight none of us ever knew it. He fired about

three hundred shots that day. . . . As he did most

of his shooting at distances of from twenty to sev

enty-five yards, it was almost impossible for him to

miss. . . . He was shooting steadily from nine-thirty

in the morning until five o’clock in the afternoon,

and the ground around where he was stationed was

literally covered with empty shells from his rifle.

Members of the Davy Expedition, xshich left Min

nesota for Montana in the same year, brought along

various carbines, shotguns, revolvers, and more than

o Henry rifles. Philippe Regis de Trobrianci took note

of the Henry carried by a Dakota scout, and even the

famous journalist Henry M. Stanley mentioned the

arm: “It has been impresced on us . . . that when

travelling in this wild [Kansas] country we should carry

slung to our waist a museum of arms, such as a bowie

knife, a brace of revolvers, and a Henry rifle.” In i868

the well-known scout Luther “Yellowstone” Kelly paid

about fifty dollars for a Henry at Fort Berthold: “With

the Henry and the stubby little caliber cartridges

that went with it I killed many a buffalo, as well as

other game, and it stood me in good hand when I was

forced to defend myself in encounters with hostile

Indians.” One of these encounters involved a sudden

meeting with two Sioux, who got off the first shot:

One was armed with a good double-barreled gun;

the other had only a bow and some arrows . . . my

horse began to kick and jump. I knew that he had

been shot, and that it would be impossible to hold
him still, so I had to jump to the ground. In jump
ing, I fell full length, and while I was trying to get
on my feet, one of the Sioux ran up to within six
feet of me, took aim, and fired, I would be dead
now if the gun had gone off; but since the percussion
cap missed fire, I did not lose any time in firing
hack, and my enemy fell dead, a bullet through his
head. Then it was like a duel with the other one
who kept under cover behind a tree trunk, where
he shot arrows at me. . . . Since I could still fire
fifteen shots without reloading . . . I started to fire
carefully at my man. The last tree he hid behind
was not big enough to cover him. . . -

Walter Trumbull, who lived near Fort Ellis about 1870,

wrote that “we citizens carried an assorted armory,

consisting of Henry, Ballard, and Spencer rifles, re

volvers, and howie knives.”3
Not all the Henry’s owners were enthusiastic about

it. Frank Canton, whose party traveled through Indian

Territory in 1869, noted later that their arms ccm

prised “some old Henry rifles, which were rim fire and

not much good, hut we all had good six-shooters. “v

James Cook, however, had a different opinion. \\Then

he first came to the plains after the war he bought a

inu::le-loader, which he later traded for a Spencer.

On one occasion, while he was working for Texas

cattleman Ben Slaughter, Slaughter told him to shoot

a cow for camp meat:

[Cook] pulled th Spencer carbine which I was car

rying, pointed it toward the heifer, and exclaimed,

“There is a good one.” Mr. Slaughter started his

horse tossard me, fairly veiling, ‘Hold on, young
see that’s a T-Diamond?” “Yes,” I

replied, ‘°Vhat brand is that?” “I reckon that’s my

bran” was the answer. “We don’t kill that kind in

this country. Kill an LOW or a WBO”—meaning

anyone’s brand hut his own. “They taste better.

But Cook did not like his Spencer because of its low-

velocity ammunition; he termed it “a teal ‘hurndinger’;

the person using it could often hear its bullet hum as

it whirled end-over-end through the air.” Then, one

summer day in the early 18705:

a Mexican rode into camp with an almost new Henry

rifle on his saddle. He wanted to buy some cartridges

for it. We had no Henry rifle shells, but did have

some Spencer ammunition, and I succeeded in trad

ing him, for his Henry, my Spencer carbine and

what cartridges I had. . . . This rifle proved to be

a most accurate shooting piece, and I had the sat-
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isfaction of knowing that nobody in Texas had a
better shooting iron than Ii

Both the Henry and the Spencer were used in the
West well into the i88os. Christopher Spencer’s real
success, however, had come dLtring the war, with the
sale of more than ioo,ooo of his military arms to the
Union and state governments. When these guns flooded
the civilian market in the late i86os, they greatly
hindered the sales of Spencer’s .56-.46 sporting rifles,
which sold for higher prices than his military-surplus
arms. Some Spencer sporters did reach the frontier;
from 1867 through 1871, for example, Curry of San
Francisco advertised the Spencer in both military and
sporting versions. In addition to the factory-made
Sporters, frontier gunsmiths sometimes fitted Spencer
actions with heavy octagon barrels, barrels which oc
casionally bore the names of Hawken, Dimick, Robert

Liddle, orA. J. Plare. The modification did not always
stop there, howexer, and often included double set
triggers and graceful stocks which, like the barrels,
were reminiscent of the mu::le-Ioading plains rifle.3’

But in making thousands upon thousands of guns
for the military, Spencer had simply produced himself
out of the postwar arms market. By 1869 his company
had failed, its remaining assets bought by none other
than Oliver Winchester, head of the firm which had
manufactured the Henry. Into Winchester’s hands, in
fact, was to fall the biggest share of the West’s re
peating-rifle market.

THE FIRST WINCHESTER

Winchester did not conquer the market with the
Henry rifle. Despite its commercial success, the arm’s
drawbacks—the long open slot in the underside of the

Ab,ut 4 .-2.I. on sla IC, i866, three armed bandits held up a
Weik Farei stagecuach near Nevada City, Calif. Former Ne ada
City town marshal Stephen \‘enard took up the robbers’ trail al )fle

and by noon had recovered the stolen money, killing the three
bandin with only four shots from his Henry repeating rifle. \

grateful ‘X’ells Fargo presented Venard v ith a S3coo reward and
this new engraved Henry. The plaque et in the Stock is inscribed
“Preented by WELLS FARGO & CO. to Stephen \‘enard for his
gallant conduct May s6th i866.” (Courtesy \g’0ll5 Faro Bank
Hotory Room)
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Edward L. Sciiietrelin’ pick and Hnr rifle (2 197), dopi svel
with a contensporar} canteen at the Tombton (Arizona Court
house State Historical Park. Propectina for silver in 1q77 in thr
Apache-occupied San Pedro Valley he nas uamed thst all Is
would find nould he isi tomb,tone. That warnine inpired thc
name for onc ot hi silver trke and, two year- I wer, the n.o:sc

.‘.,‘ ,.i

- - . I5

a \ I

Portland Owgonian, October 1867. One identifying characteristic of a stagecoach robber being sought
jfl 1875 was the rifle he carried. The Henry had a popular nick
name of ‘sixteen shooter,” a term sometimes applied as well to
the Nli866 Winchester, although the 66 rifle had a magazine
capacity of 17 cartridges. (Photo by Mr. Richard K. Halter, cour
tesy the late Mr. Willis E. Neuwirth)

-a

a

for the tuOn that grew from the minen’ camp. He sold ho silver
claims in the area in i88o for $300,030, hut im-tead of livm
comfort shly he gres restles and reunsed prcapecting elsewhere
in the West and Alaska until his death in 1897. (Photo by Mr
James L. Kidd, courtesy Mr. Holhs N. Cook

iu £rutco.
— a’
3 r a a-s. r ‘

-S c ,- —

1a11t;I ac’t ii r’r- (I 511 j 1 1< 1

-

‘:-

WELLS, FARGO & CO.’S EXPRESS BOX
III . 4 4D fllTON T4GE 1101 ‘FE, wa 110111H10

nold-O Feri-s, bs one miul, znaked and
; ii” —xiet o’.iioider nd douh1ebirreled shot gian. Y% e

“Z5G
‘r 4IlfEo F sind I i)N1 { 19N of the Robber.

ThD, J. VALENTINE, Gnu. Supt
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Frontiersman Jeremiah “Liver Eattng”Johnson’s ii -pound sporting
rifle, comhmin a Spencer action and a barrel stamped “S. Hawken
St. Louis” It is not clear whether such converted Spencers were
prcduced in the old Haken shop or by other ucing Hawken
markcd barrels. The Museum of the Fur Trade at Chadron, Ne
braska, has a s,miIarl converted Spencer with a barrel stamped
“P. Gemmer St. Louis.” Gemmer, a former Hawken employee,
took over operatt( n of the Hawken shop in 1865. (Couttes Mu
“eum of the Fur Trade)

magazine tube, and the requirement for loading the
tube from the front—started Winchester and his en
gineers working on improvements as early as mid-
1865. Although several loading systems came under
consideration, the design finally adopted was that pa
tented by Nelson King, Winchester’s new superin
tendent, in May of i866. Positioned under the barrel
as in the Henry, King’s magazine tube was open only

at the rear, where it entered the receiver, and was
partially protected by a wood forestock. To load, the
shooter simply pushed the cartridges, one after an
other, inward and forward through a spring-tempered
loading gate in the right side of the receiver.4’

The commercial success of a rifle employing the
new magazine system seemed to be assured, and in
May of i866, at the time King patented his magazine,

A trio of Winchester Mi866 rifles used by Union Pacific
Railroad special agents. [icharre1 of the top specimen h5 been
cut to a non”tandard Inath, een chorter than the usual 20 in.
length of the carbin (Courtesy Union Pacific Museum)
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:‘s

,

Winchester Mi866 rifle used by a driver on the stagecoach line
between Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory, and Deadwood, Dakota
Territory. (Courtesy Union Pacific Museum)

An 1872 sne at Major Pease’s ranch on the Yellowstone River
in Montana. The tamed elk calf’s mother wa perhaos killed with
th Winvhester Mi866 rifle leaning aealnst the corner of the sod
roofed cabin. (U.S. Geological Survey photo, courte.y National
Archived

Winchester changed the name of his firm from the
Henry Repeating Rifle Company (previously the New
Haven Arms Company) to the Winchester Repeating
Arms Company.

Aside from its vastly improved magazine, the first
rifle to hear the Winchester name—later called the
Model i866—had a brass receiver, which housed the

same toggle-lihk action used in the Henry. Moreover,
it chambired the same cartridge, a .44 timfire round
with a bullet of about 200 grains and a 28 grain powder
charge. Two standard versions of the i866 Winchester
were available: a rifle with a 24 lfl. octagon barrel,
and a carbine with a 20 in. round barrel, A little extra
money, however, would buy a fancy stock, fancy sights,

r,6
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Directors of the Union Pacific Railroad meec in Thomas C. Dur
ant’s private car, lavishly furnished with crystal chandeliers, fancy
mirrors, and china spitoons, as well as a pair of Winchester Mi866
rifles and a pair of Colt-type percussion revolvers, probably MS5 i

Navies (c. i868). (Courtesy Union Pacific Museum)
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Winchester Repeating Rifles!
Piring Two Shots a S.cond,as a
psst.r, and Tw•nty Shots a JtIute

as a Single Breach-Loadir.

These powerful, accurate, and wonderfully ef..
f.ettve wea.pon, carrying eighteen cbarte.
which can be fired in nine sends, are now
ready for the market, and are sold hr all resplin
sible Gn Dealers throughout the coun try For
information end far cireular and pamphlets to
tbeWrNCIIESTERREPEATINt; ARMS CO.,
New Hai-cn, Conn. oet7w

Leavenworth (Kansas) Times and Conservative, October ;8o$.

or fancy metalwork such as plating and engraving.
With the magazine fully loaded and a round in the
chamber, the rifle would hold a maximum of eighteen
cartridges; similarly loaded, the carbine would hold
fourteen. Because the Winchester and the Henry were
sometimes used side by side on the frontier, the Henry
might be mistakenly called an “eighteen shooter,” or
the Winchester a “sixteen shooter,” by a casual ob
server.41

Although manufacture of the arm began in i866,
there were evidently no domestic sales until 1867.

Company officials recalled that, except for one or two

sample arms, the first two carbines sold in this country
went to Major H. 0. Litchfield, adjutant for the De
partment of the Platte, in late August of 1867. How
ever, a small quantity may have left the factory before
that: in the spring of 1867 a cavalry detachment in
Wyoming surprised a band of Indians about to attack
a wagon train on the Platte River; Finn Burnett and
two soldiers chased one Indian into a hollow, where
he put up a stiff fight before going down. Burnett “took
from him the first Winchester rifle I had ever seen.”13

Apparently neither Winchester nor its dealers made
much of an effort to promote the new arms until i868.
They were advertised in Galveston and Brownsville
papers in February of that year, and in March the
Freund brothers, with large advertisements in the
Cheyenne Leader and the frontier Index, proclaimed
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San Francisco Mining and Scientific Press, March 1872.

themselves “Sole Agents For the Whole West For the
Celebrated Winchester’s Patent Repeating Rifle And
Carbine.” A. D. McAusland of Omaha also advertised
the Winchester in i868, and in October of that year
the Winchester firm itself placed ads in the Omaha
Republican and the Leavenworth Times & Conservative,
complete with illustrations of thecarbine. An early
and famous carbine that went We’st was the special-
order arm acquired by Gen. Grenville Dodge, chief
engineer for the Union Pacific railroad. This gun (se
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na1 no. 14,998) has a sporting-rifle buttplate and fancy
wood; the left side of its frame is engraved: “GenI 0.
M. DodgelU.P.R.R.”44

Distribution of the i866 Winchester grew rapidly
during and after i868. William E. Webb, who traveled
across the plains in that year, wrote that:

I became very fond of a carbine combining the
Henry and King patents. It weighed but seven and
one-half pounds, and could be fired rapidly twelve
times without replenishing the magazine. Hung by
a strap to the shoulder, this weapon can be dropped
across the saddle in front, and held there very firmly
by a slight pressure of the body . . . and with a little
practice, the magazine of the gun may be refilled
without checking the horse. So light is this Henry
and King weapon that I have often held it out with
one hand like a pistol, and fired.

Charles Nessiter’s party, which left Fort Belknap for
Denver in i868, took along “nine Winchester re
peating rifles,” four English double rifles, and a double-
barreled, eight-bore duck gun (which when loaded

with about two ounces of shot in each barrel “would
be grand at close quarters”); two Caddo scouts who
accompanied the party had Spencer carbines. During
a three-day on-and-off fight with Comanches, the
Winchesters proved to be the most effective arms.45

Traveling across the frontier a year or two later, J.
S. Campion and his men found that “our rifles espe
cially interested the Indians, being of a pattern they
had never seen before, for they were a then lately
invented arm—Winchester’s improved Henry’s
Ours were carbine size, having, when loaded, fourteen
shots in them.” Winchesrers also constituted the prin
cipal armament for the two parties that explored the
Colorado River in 1869 and I87I.”

The popularity of the r866 Winchester on the fron
tier continued to increase even after the company
brought out an improved model in 1873. But a good
many westerners would have nothing to do with the
early Winchesters or other repeaters, for reasons they
considered very sound, and not until the i88os did
the repeating rifle assert its dominance over the single-
shot breechloader.

first camp of the John Wesley Powell expedition to explore and
map the present state of Utah. A Mt866 Winchester rifle leans
against a clump of willows to the left of the tripod. During the
i86os and 187os photographers such as William H. Jackson, Tim
othy O’Sullivan, and E. 0. Beaman (who took this photo in

1871) created lasting images of the West and its inhabitants,
desptte the difficulties posed by their primitive equipment and
techniques. (U.S. Geological Survey photo, courtesy National
Archives)
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