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How important is to practice or prepare for hunting as a reason to go
target shooting? (Among new shooters.)
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How important is mentoring a new target shooter as a reason to go
target shooting? (Among new shooters.)
100
80
64 60
60
z
8 40
@
o
20
| 1 1 0
o - = = .
Very important Somewhat important Not at all imporiant Don't know

[ m2012 02014 m2016]

How important is your job as a reason to go target shooting? (Among
new shooters.)
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The penultimate graph in this section shows many demographic-characteristics on a single graph;
a trend of this graph is the final graph in this section.

Among shooters, the percent of
each of the following groups who
are new shooters:

Examples Explaining
A & How to Interpret

[ Graph:

32.0% of target shooters
who are 18-34 years old
are new to shooting
(meaning that 68.0% of
shooters in that age group
are n1of new to shooting)

18 to 34 years of age
Did not hunt in 2016

Female

267 \

Northeast Region 24.3 \
Lives in urban or suburban area 21.8 \
West Region 21.0 y \

Total 17.8

26.9% of shooters who
did not hunt are new to
shooting (meaning that
73.1% of shooters who do
not hunt are nof new to
shooting)

Midwest Region
26.7% of female shooters
are new to shooting
(meaning that 73.3% of
female shooters are not
new to shooting)

South Region

Male

These are all above the
rate among shooters
overall (17.8%) who are
new to shooling, shown
by the patterned bar

Lives in small city or town or rural area

/
£

35 to 54 years of age

55 years of age or older

Hunted in 2016 4.8

+

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent
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Among shooters, the percent of each of the

following groups who are new shooters:

18to 34 years of age [ ____L

Did not hunt in survey year |

Female

Northeast Region

Lives in urban or suburban area | _____1

West Region
Total

Midwest Region
South Region

Male

Lives in small city or town or rural
area

35 to 54 years of age

55 years of age or older [

Hunted in survey year

(i

0 20 40 60

Percent

80

100

m2012
o2014
o2016
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THOSE LEAVING THE SHOOTING SPORTS

As a proxy for those leaving the shooling sports, the analysis used those who had shot in 2016
but in the survey said that they were not likely to go shooting in the next 2 years. The
demographic characteristics of these people were then compared to those of new shooters
(discussed previously). The data demonstrate that those leaving the sport are not the same as
those coming into it (answering the question of whether many of those who came into the sport
in the past few years had simply tried it, had not enjoyed it, and were now leaving it).

For ease of wording, those who are deemed to be leaving the sport for this analysis will be
referred to as lapsers. Compared to new shooters, lapsers are more likely to be male: 55% of
new shooters are male, while 60% of lapsers are male, This difference, however, is slight. A
more striking difference is in age: lapsers are much older in general than new shooters.

Respondent's gender.
(Observed, not asked.) May | ask your age?

65 years old or
older

Male ; . 55-64 years old
60

45-54 years old

m New shooter

35-44 years old

ONot at all likely
to shoot in next
2 years

25-34 years old

Female

18-24 years old

0 20 40 60 80 100 60 80 100

Percent Percent
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Responsive Management

Additionally, the differences are also marked regarding residency: lapsers are more likely than
new shooters to come from a small city or town or a rural area. Finally, lapsers are more likely

than new shooters to have grown up in a family with firearms. It would appear that a large

portion of lapsers are older established shooters.

Do you consider your place of residence to be a large city or
urban area, a suburban area, a small city or town, a rural area on
a farm or ranch, or a rural area not on a farm or ranch?

Large city or urban area 1
Suburban area 4

Small city or town g

Rural area on a farm or
ranch | 7
6
2
5
5

Rural area not on a farm
or ranch

Don't know

Refused

mNew shooter

ONot at all likely to shoot in next 2 years

0 20 40

Percent

80 100

" When you were growing up, did your family own any firearms?

70

HNew shooter

ONot at all likely to shoot in next 2 years

43
o #
25
5
5
20 40

0
Percent

b2
No
Don't know
60

80 100
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DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF MODERN SPORTING RIFLE SHOOTERS

The analyses explored the demographic makeup of those who shoot with a modern sporting rifle.
This analysis shows that hunting participation is positively correlated with shooting a modern
sporting rifle (although this does not mean the modern sporting rifle was used for hunting; it may
have been, but not necessarily). In addition, positive correlations were found with being male,
being 18-54 years old, and being from the West Region. The groups with participation rates in
shooting a modern sporting rifle that are higher than the rate of such use overall are at the top of
the graph, above the percentage of U.S. residents overall who used a modern sporting rifle

(6.0%, shown by the patterned bat).

Percent of each of the following
groups who participated in target
shooting with a modern sporting

rifle in 2016:

Hunted in 2016

Male

18-34 years of age

West Region

35-54 years of age

Lives in small city or town or rural area
South Region

Total

Midwest Region

Lives in urban or suburban area

Northeast Region

55 years of age or older

Did not hunt in 2016

Female

¢

0

20 40 60 80
Percent

100

Examples Explaining
How to Interpret Graph:

24,0% of those who hunted
in 2016 also target shot
with a modern sporting
rifle (meaning that 76.0%
of those who hunted in
2016 did not target shoot
with a modern sporting
rifle) (note that these
respondents did not
necessarily use their
modern sporting rifle for
hunting)

8.8% of U.S. residents
18-34 years old target shot
with a modern sporting
rifle (meaning that 91.2%
of residents in that age
group did not use a modern
sporting rifle)

These are all above the rate
among U.S. residents
overall (6.0%) who target
shot with a modern
sporting rifle, shown by the
patterned bar
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TRADITIONAL AND NON-TRADITIONAL PATHWAYS TO SPORT SHOOTING

This section looks at the non-traditional path in several ways, including a look at initiation into
the sport and then how growing up with a firearm affects shooting participation (this latter
section matches the previous report). This section then looks at non-traditional shooters defined
by several variables and explores the non-traditional path.

Initiation Into Target/Sport Shooting

Those who target or sport shot in 2016 were asked about the firearms they used when they first
learned how to target shoot. Traditional rifles lead the way (about half used them when
learning), with handguns and shotguns next (each at about a third),

Which of the following firearms did you use when
you first learned how to target shoot? (Asked of
those who went target or sport shooting in 2016.)

Traditional rifle 48
Harldgun | 33
Shotgun | 29

Air rifle — 11

Modern sporting rifle 5

Multiple Responses Allowed

Black powder firearm or
muzzleloader

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent (n=563)
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Which of the following firearms did you use
when you first learned how to target shoot?
(Asked of those who went target shooting

in 2016.)

Traditional rifle

Handgun }

Shotgun

Air rifle

Modern sporting rifle

Black powder firearm or |
muzzleloader

m Northeast (n=85)
OSouth (n=220)

@ Midwest (n=118)
@West (n=140)

40 60 80 100

Percent
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Target/sport shooters most commonly were taught to shoot by their father (51%), far exceeding

any other person or entity. Friends/neighbors taught 14%. The full results are shown in the

graph; note that male family members are prominent throughout. (Note that this graph excludes

those who indicated that nobody had taught them.) Another graph shows the person who first

took respondents shooting, again with father being the top response (this includes those who
_were self-taught and were not asked the first question).

Who or which group taught you? (Asked of
those who had a person or group teach them
how to shoot.) :

Father

Friend / neighbor
Grandfather

Spouse / boyfriend / girlfriend
Uncle

Brother

Military / law enforcement
State agency sponsored
Mother

Boy Scouts

Multiple Responses Allowed

School group
Cousin

Private club
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Who or which group taught you? (Asked of
those who had a person or group teach them
how to shoot.)

Father

Friend / neighbor |

Grandfather |

Spouse / boyfriend / girlfriend

Multiple Responses Allowed

Uncle

Brother

Military / law enforcement g

Mother [gs

State agency sponsored

Boy Scouts

School group g

Cousin

Private club

m Northeast (n=75)
0 South (n=200)
Midwest (n=107)

@West (n=126)
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Who first took you target shooting? (Asked of
those who went target shooting in 2016.)

Father 50
Friend / neighbor

Spouse / boyfriend / girlfriend
Grandfather

No one; went by myself
Uncle

Brother

Military / law enforcement

Boy Scouts

Multiple Responses Allowed

Mother
Cousin
In-law

Son / daughter
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Who first took you target shooting? (Asked of
those who went target shooting in 2016.) -

Spouse / boyfriend / girlfriend

|6
f

No one; went by myself =
2 4

Military / law enforcement

Boy Scouts
m Northeast (n=85)

O South (n=220)

Multiple Responses Allowed

mMidwest (n=118)

BWest (n=140)
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Growing Up With Firearms and Its Effect on Shooting Participation

This analysis starts with a simple look at how those who grew up with a firearm in their
household differ from those who grew up without a firearm in the house. Those growing up with
a firearm (or at least being aware that they did), compared to their counterparts not growing up
with a firearm, are more likely to be male, older, rural, and from the South or Midwest Regions.
(These are the U.S. Census Bureau regions, the same regions used by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.) They are also more likely to have participated in target/sport shooting in 2016.

Respondent's gender. (Observed; not
asked.)

Male W Grew up with firearm

in house (n=1703)

= Did not grow up with
firearm in house
(n=1248)

Female
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May | ask your age?

65 years old or
older

55-64 years old

45-54 yeatrs old

m Grew up with firearm in
house (n=1703)

@ Did not grow up with
firearm in house (n=1248)

35-44 years old

25-34 years old

18-24 years old

Refused
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Percent
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Do you consider your place of residence to be a
large city or urban area, a suburban area, a
small city or town, a rural area on a farm or

ranch, or a rural area not on a farm or ranch?

Large city or
urban area

Suburban area

Small city or town

Rural areaon a
farm or ranch

Rural area not on

a farm or ranch

Don't know

Refused

m Grew up with firearm in
house (n=1703)

@ Did not'grow up with
firearm in house (n=1248)

60
Percent

80 100
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(These are the U.S. Census Bureau regions, the same regions used by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service.)
Region of residence.
Northeast
42
South
m Grew up with firearm in
house (n=1703)
Did not grow up with
firearm in house (n=1248)
Midwest
West

60 80 100

Percent
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Participation in target shooting.

Target shot in
2016

m Grew up with firearm in
house (n=1703)

@ Did not grow up with
firearm in house (n=1248)

Did not target
shoot in 2016

100

Percent
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Another aspect of shooting that was analyzed was how growing up with a firearm in the house
affects target/sport shooting participation. Shooters are much more likely to have grown up with
a firearm, compared to non-shooters. The survey asked all respondents if they had grown up
with a firearm in their household, and those who shot in 2016 were much more likely to say yes:

76% to 48%. While this is a fairly obvious finding, the question allows the identification of
defined market groups, as discussed in the following pages.

Yes

No

Don't
know

When you were growing up, did your
family own any firearms?

Demographic analyses
were conducted on two
groups of interest here:
those who did not grow
up with a firearm yet
went target/sport
shooting in 2016, and
those who grew up with
a firearm yet did not
target or sport shoot in
2016.

m Went target shooting in 2016
(n=587)

B Did not go target shooting in
2016 (n=2463)
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40 60
Percent

80 100
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There are two groups of interest in the previous graph. One group is of people who would seem
predisposed to show interest in target/sport shooting—those who grew up with a firearm—but
did not go target/sport shooting in 2016. They are examined first, then the second group will be

examined,

The graph below shows the gender of those non-shooters who grew up with a firearm compared
to the entire sample (i.e., all Americans). This group has slightly more women than the

population as a whole.

Respondent's gender. (Observed; not
asked.)

Male

Female
m Grew up with firearm, did not
Bon't Less thaln 05 shoot in 2016 (n=1251)
know & Total (n=3050)
‘| Less than 0.5
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~ Non-shooters who grew up with a firearm are a bit older, compared to the population as a whole,

as demonstrated by the two age crosstabulations.

65 years old or
older

55-64 years old
45-54 years oI.d
3A5-44 years old
25-34 years old
18-24 years old

Refused

May | ask your age?

m Grew up with firearm, did
not shoot in 2016 (n=1251)

@ Total (n=3050)

40

60
Percent

80 100
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Median split of age (median calculated on entire

Median age (47)
or higher

Below the median
age (47)

sample).

m Grew up with firearm, did
not shoot in 2016 (n=1188)

ETotal (n=2824)
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Non-shooters in 2016 who grew up with a firearm are slightly more rural, compared to the
population as a whole.

Do you consider your place of residence to be a
large city or urban area, a suburban area, a
small city or town, a rural area on a farm or

ranch, or a rural area NOT on a farm or ranch?

Large city or
urban area

Suburban area

Small city or town

m Grew up with firearm, did
not shoot in 2016 (n=1251)

@ Total (n=3050)

Rural areaon a
farm or ranch

Rural area NOT
on a farm or ranch

Don't know

Refused
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Percent

2173




Case %azec.vxg%tﬁ;a,t{@ﬂ@ﬁzdae,cmq@ggggfit@a@%@@-ﬁ,agsééﬁ 67 22pge ID

86 Responsive Management

The regional differences, although slight, suggest that those from the South and Midwest are
more likely than the population as a whole to have grown up with a firearm yet not gone target or
sport shooting in 2016. (These are the U.S. Census Bureau regions, the same regions used by the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.) ;

Region of residence.

Northeast
South
m Grew up with firearm, did not
shoot in 2016 (n=1251)
bigwest @Total (n=3050)
West
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The second group of interest consisted of those who went shooting in 2016 but did not grow up
with a firearm. These would be people who appear to have entered the sport of shooting in a
non-traditional path (the “traditional” path is being initiated into shooting as a child by a family
member). The following shows some of the demographic characteristics of this group.

Although there has been a noted influx of women into the shooting sports in recent years, it is
still males who make up the majority of those who did not grow up with a firearm but
nonetheless went target or sport shooting in 2016 (62% are men, while 38% are women), and
males are more [ikely than females to not grow up with a firearm yet have gone shooting in 2016
(compare the 62% in the group as opposed to 49% being male among U.S. residents as a whole).

Respondent's gender. (Observed; not
asked.)

: 62
Male

38

Female

|

: m Did not grow up with firearm,
Don't 0 shot in 2016 (n=120)
know @ Total (n=3050)
Less thar| 0.5
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Those shooters in 2016 who came into shooting in a non-traditional way tend to be younger than
the population as a whole: the three youngest age categories below show this. A split by mean
age is also shown.

May | ask your age?

65 years old or
older

55-64 years old

45-54 years old

m Did not grow up with firearm,

35-44 years old shot in 2016 (n=120)

mTotal (n=3050)

25-34 years old

18-24 years old

Refused
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Median split of age (median calculated on entire
sample).

Median age (47)
or higher

m Did not grow up with firearm,
shot in 2016 (n=117)

mTotal (n=2824) .

Below the median
age (47)
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These 2016 shooters from a rion-firearm background tend to be more urban than the population
as a whole.

Do you consider your place of residence to be a
large city or urban area, a suburban area, a
small city or town, a rural area on a farm or

ranch, or a rural area NOT on a farm or ranch?

Large city or
urban area

Suburban area

Small city or town

m Did not grow up with firearm,

Rural area on a :
shot in 2016 (n=120)

farm or ranch
@ Total (n=3050)

Rural area NOT
on a farm or ranch

Don't know ]

Refused

=) 20 40 60 80 100
Percent
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