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New gun and
ammunition
laws face legal
challenges

By Paula Lehman-Eving
Osily Joumal Staff Wiiter

A tumiltuogs rillout of & state law requiring hatlr.gmund checks on
ammunition might add ammuition to (e building legal resiztance Cali-
frmin lrwmakers are facing as they amend the state's gun laws.

Lazt week, Gov, Gavin Mewsom and Aftorney General Xavier Becerra
touted background checks on smmunifion 35 “common sense legist
“tion™and the syatem to implement those checks as “nstantaneous.” The
altormey generals press office confirmed Tuesday that te Ammunition
Purchase Authorization Program was “up and running” and on Monday
had processed neardy 2,000 amomunition digibility checlks.

But attorneys for the California Ritle & Pistol Association, which has
contested elements of the proposition in two federal lawsuits, sabid things
were rocky from the start,

Sean A Brady, an attorney at Michel & Associates FC, suid gun owners
wito went 1o purchase ammunition Wonday, the firet day the background
chexks were required, faced 20- to 30-minute waits and whmineus pa-
perwark to complele purchases, With the holiday weskend approaching,

his clients will have to wait even bnger and perhaps be depied doe to
wﬂemglﬂrh&s :

Moy was a slow dey” Brady said. “We're going to see an even
e disastrons siegtion when there's actually fines of people waiting
for amevinition,”
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— John W Dillon, Gatzke Dillon & Ballance LLP

As the Department of fustice was handling the gvstem glitches cas-
ing dekays Monday, another kwsuit was filed, this one challenging a bill
sigmed by Gow. Jerry Brown. SB 1100, which went into effect Jan. 1, rais
ingﬂ:-eminimumagﬁnrﬂmwmseurmmﬁemhhmmmmﬂh

The Taw, authored by Sen. Anthooy J. Portanting, D-La Cafada
Flintridge, was passed by the Legislature in the wake of the school shogt-
ing in Parklind, Florida. John W, Dillen. who filed the lawsuit Monday,
said the kiw iz a1 blztant violation of the Second Amendment. fomes ef al. £
Becern, 16-CV0122645.D, Cal, filed July 1, 2019).

In the armmiunition kwsuit filed on behalf of the California Rifle & Pis-
fl Assoetation, the stabe branel of the National Rifle Association, Brady
gaid it was hard to prove irreparable harm because that Taw had oot yet
taloen effect. But since the rollont has proven to be detrimental to plain-
1iffs, & motion to enjoin the law is likely forthcoming, he said. Rhode o
Becerriz 18-CVO0B0Z (C.10. Cal, filed April 26, 2018).

The firm has already received a favorable ruling in a separate suit
challenging fhe ban on karge capacity magazine clips, with U5, District
Tuckge Roger T, Benitez of the Southern District enjoining that element of
the proposition in March, Duncan f al. ». Becerra, 1T-CVOI0IT (S.10. Cal,
filed May 17, 2007). Becerra has filed an appeal with the 4th U.3. Circult
Court of Appeals.

Diflom, an assnciate at Gatzke Dillon & Ballance LLT whe filed the
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they are legal adubts in e epes of the
Tarw, they're entitbed to fully exercige all
their fundsmental deghes"

“hir gpowvernor is ot shy about his
wvhews on gun ownership and Seccosd
Amendmment rights so a Tot of gun own-
ers in Californga are concerned their

| rights are going to be infringed and we

| cam see it already happening with the o
implementation of these laws" Dillon

added.

In response o the lawsoil, the

laws smuthior, Portantino, issued a
© stmrement Tuesdas saving, “I'om out-

raged that seme people would work
=0 hard to put our school children in
jeopardy by fighting this very sen-
sible and appropriate law. Parents
ahould not be worried aboul por-
chasing bulletproof backpacks or
afraid of gun vikolence on our cam-
puses when California has already
in place an effort to alleviate
tl‘E'sﬁe Cconcerns”
"]:]m‘gt}m; cannot purchase alcohol.

AN age restriction: purCisses
Ciman effechive and legasl practices” he

tobacco of Tent # car at 18 so pulling
on_gun

comtimaed, = This lawrsait &s adamb and
heartless effort that nesdlesshr puts
o children at risk”™

Diillen called Portangino's state et
“emation-based” and noted that the
difference bebaecn age limits for alco-
Thol, tohacco and car rentals and guns
isthat the latter is protected by the Sec-
ol Amendment.
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