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The Instigators
#
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CHAPTER ONE

BRmor NRA
1§70-1873

.. The general ignorance concerming marksmanship which ] found
among our soldiers during the Ci War appallec me, and I hoped that
I might beer the stuation. [ befeved that {fI could help to dispel the
prevalent ignorance about ifle shooting I might bring our Americen
Riflman nearer tn actuality to his legendary Stafure

~(eneral George W, Wingate, circa 1901

acting publisher of the New York Sun,

b then the largest dely newspaper in the
United States

During the Chvl Wer, Church was a

- NUPOF'IENWHLWORDSPUBUSHED £ e i jundisn I 165, e bcane

{ =] fedance v conesponent covering i
S0 hls about the need for eter rile marks- el

A“ . clon reporter, he was wounded af Fair Oaks
e, e theringmaterl o he Pninsda

tes of the Army o the Potomac, No rear-ech

Campeign, In 1862, he accepted a com-
mission as Captain of Vohunteers on the
K. staffof General Stas Casey.

During the early years of the war,
prominent citzens of the North were
alarmed over what they considered a isloyal and
subversive press. They determined fo sponsor &
newspaper {or servicemen ‘o diffuse knowledge
and stimulate a broad national patriotism." To
guide this enterprise, launched on Jure 16, 1863,
they selected young Captain Wiliam Chureh, who
tesigned his commission {0 accept the assignument,
The firstedition ofthe United States Army ant Nawy

Church's editorials concerning the need for beter marksmanship
were published in the Army and Nevy Joural, Latr, after
Chureh cofounded NRA, the publication donated on his bealf
the Regimental Trophy, awarced to ‘the regiment making the
best shoofing of any in the United States at th range of the
Nationa Rifle Associaton,"
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I NRA: AN AMERICAN LEGEND CHAPTER ONE: BIRTH OF NRA [7

FROMTHE OLD WORLD
10 THE NEW

TWENIY-YFAR-OLDJO}H\IAIDEN, SEER- - amongst the wall boards and i closets o hide

ing freedom in & new world, brought his - them fom view but where they were handy in

wheelock carbine to Plymouth Colony on - case of a aid by Indians or other hostiles. The
the Maylower in 1620, Like most of the able- ~ Aldens were particularly blessed with the fact
boctied men i the new coloy, Alden was amem- - that their home was one of very few to survive
ber of Captain Miles Standish's Mitta unit and - nearly 350 years without being ravaged by fire.
carrie his own musket to the regular drils, 1t was in the Aldens'second home (the one budlt

The manfest ofthe Moyfower and Alden's n Duxbury in 1633), where the now famous
will both show that he owned a number of - wheellock was discovered.
frearms, One, a wheellock of faan orign, was~~ Reoords kept by the Plgrm Socey indiate
found during a restoration of Alden's home in - thatthe Alden home was oceupid by members of
Duxbury, Massachusetts,in 1924, It s short, - the Alden family from 1633 through 1896—a
smoothbore carbine and of a finely made - remarkablefea i and oftelf. Adcitional records
Htaian wheellock design. The few markings on  also ndicate the transfer of unerous frearms n

v drng e Cil Wt Wil Church (eft) and

Gerge Wingae, among ot bega o e te bk o {he gun have not yet yieded further cues asto - the wlls o John Aldenand hissuhsequent beis,
Mtmnsip. e vee some ezl eeptins o poy s origins, According to the ew writen records

edrl marsmansti,inlucig Berans shapshores 5 avlable for this gun, it s thought to have been

pe ot 1 Dde Gl ‘Bt restocked with American walnut at some point

Geetce."Amed priviplyvith Mol 1850 has in the New England area, The:Alden wheelock czn e ound n  special ehbition
Dechioaders o) e “hapshotr” s ecte | Itwas not uncommon for ealy setfersto - inthe NRAS el Feams Museum, It mboes e
beale o it a 5 et 10 tmesa 200y, Keep their potential enemies at arms length - tenstion fom th ieams of o Eop o the ew e

- Wil remaining cordial to them to thei faces. - o and ettt e fund e N Vo,
It was not uncommon for firearms o be bidden (Rl courtesy Nl Freams Museum)

Joumal end Gzt of the Regulr and Vobouer st farget at 1,000 yards, and he questioned
Services appeared on August 29, 1963, Under how ey of the well il New Yorkers could do
Church's glﬂdgnce, te paper prospered and sonn - the seme, T, and 5 running barrage of sindlar
beame gmmmgmqrdopediaof comemporaty il eoril, belped point ot the need o Organizing
tryafas. Byt endofthe v, Cuch s koo, 2 Vet Rlle Assocition
by T pesorlly to precticly every offor g Wingate wes bom in N York Ctyon
and enlsted man inthe Union Ary and N, July 1, 1840, and reoetve is etation n e clys
Imnearl every issue ofhis newspaper Upto - pubicschoos. Afergracuatio, he worked hi Wy
1871, Chmh published articles on riles and edt- into a supervisory positon inthe building of
?onals dfacmngthelack of merksmanship raing - Brookyn's elevated raitway, Soon after the war
In Amerieas vohunteer it unts, Aer watching - began, he enlisted in New York's Twenty-second
a patade ofthe New York Nationel Guard, he o Regiment and saw action in the campaigns in
mente on he reison with whichthe toopsran Pennsylvania and northern Virgina, Later he
trough their uanual of arms, They e arbeter  beame e regimental hisorian, At the end of the
than the British volunteers, he said, who had War, with the ik of Capta, Wingate refained his
tmpresstd him as sloppy marchers. Then he ~ affaion wih the Thenty-second end studied aw
Ohseved het every mermber ofte Betish vohon e wasaemited the ber in N York safe shorﬂ};
eerswes expectd t be able o place s ona e he Nl Relle Assoiaton was foundeg
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Wingate was deeply impressed by Churchs
editorias. Since boyhood, Wingate had taken a
Keen interest in shooting, both as a hunter and
a9 2 target shooter, and he had been appalled by
the poor marksmanship of the average American
soldier that he had seen in battle. As a conscien
tous officr, ke et that is duties included preper-
ing i it for possible combat rather than merely
making an impression on the parade ground. But
when he began to search for published materia
that might help teach his men to shoo, he dis-

covered that neither the War Department nor IS

of value,

any other logical sources could provide anything SRS

ieenent Cooel Chureh vas e of e Ll
men Wingate contacted, Church suggested thet M

Wingate prepare a manual on target practice for %
publication by the Army and Nawy Joumal The 3
result was Wingate's Manual for Rifle Practice, 1%

Which appeared serially in six installments in the

Journaln late 1870 and early 1871 andin
expanded bookdet form in 1872, i was the st 559
full treatise on rifle practice published in the %5

United States,

The Founding Members

Many other American Army and milita off o
cers recognized the need for mproving the marks- 55 .
manship of thetr men, and Wingate's Manual for

Rile Practce hefped fl that need. Churchs run-
ning berrage of editorials pricked the conscience
of many officers, and Wingate's manual recefved
mmediate acceptance and its author nationel
recognition as the leading authorfty on miitary
marksmanship.

Capitalizing on the nterest in rifle practice
that his eiforials and the publication of Wingate's
manual had stimulated, Church, on August 12,
1871, wrote in the Army and Nowy Journal:

An association should be organized n this cfy
to promote and encourage rifle Shooting on 6 sci
entfc basis. . . . It only requires hearty oooper-
afion and an achual stort to make the organize:
fion successfil. . . .

On August 19, 1871, one week after the release
of his efitorial, Lieutenant Colonel Church imvied

Generl George Wingate, Who cofounced NRA and letr sened
2 It President, ecame the leading autherity on military
marksmeanship afer witing his Manual for Rifle Prctie,first
oublished in 1670, By 1879, it s in s sixh printng and
remained the United States” only offical handbook on individual
and team shoating,

all officers of the New York National Guard who were

inerested in forming an assocition o mprove. s

marksmanship ofsafe roops to meet nformally at
his ofice at 192 Broadway, on the first Monday in
Septermber. Incluting Church, 15 men, almost ol of
them oficersofthe First and Second divisions ofthe
Neww York Ntional Guard, crowded info the ecttor-
il offo of the Army and Nawy Jourmal

Colonel Frederick . Mason of the Thirteenth

Infantry was elected Chairman of a 10-man *

e
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CHAPTER ONE: BIRTH OF NRA 19

(onmittee on Organization whose members
included Major General John B, Woodward;
Brigadier Generls Augustus Pk and Thomas
§ Dalin: Colonel Church, Harry Rockeleler, nd
Henry G. Shaw; Major George Moore Smith;
Captins Bird W, Speneernd Gesnge Wingete and
Ayt Willam J. Harding

The men als disussed the need o esabish
2 e range, which wouldbe ssentilt the pro-
o argenzation Seerl oftose presen hed
st rangesin Canaca and Great e or had
< the British Netonal Rl Asseiaion nd
et el informed o suable renges, arget, and
o, These men were orgaized wnder Colone
Chuch 2 @ commite to draw up rles for the
onpose range and oot any e informa-
1 n gt shootng that they cold

On September 13, 1871, the Commitiee on
Orgznzaion oet aain he offes o the Army
g oy Jounal. Theentre meeting s deote
i e reading, secton by seeon, by Church of
' {l tentaive constitution and bylaws. These
" documents, with afow verbal amendments, were
O opo by the ull oo, Th orginal s
 speefieda 15-member Board o Dietors el
s were too dolas with an admission fe of
‘V" te dollarsfor each new member, A speca rate
s iven fo milfary s who jobed en masse
R mles were establshed, incucing & rl

o Olthe Assoctation.
v Tl as requied by the stae of New York On

a0 the charter s forthe fedging Nafiona

N York and the il of other states”

?glal Ambose Bumsce, who ganed fame 2 & et
D g e il W, s a5 NRA st P
. 371t 1872 he et of s e et crcenc

NS misson,

Y Noveraber 17, 1871, the ceriheate was epproved ¥

= Rl Assocaton ‘o promote e pracice endfr |

e S upose o provde a sutablerang or nges |0 L

o0 e vintyofNew Yook and asuitble e o
et ol heassocaton eyl end
S 0 promote the nfroduction of a system of aming A 58

Al tngetfing among the Ntional Guard of e

The Firs President

Even before NRA's incorporation was
approved, te Commitiee on Orgaization fnvited
Major GenerelAmbrose EverftBurnide o sere
as the first Prestdent of the National Rifl
Assoiation, Burmside,who then ved n New York
Ciy, s  logical choie, 2 many mermbers of
NRA hiad served under him during the recent war,

and Church kne bim well,

Burnside had emerged from the war as a
national hero. While modern historians are
incined to remember only his two major defeats,
his contemporaries knew the big, handsome
Hoosier with the stinctve whiskers fom which
the ferm *sdeburn” righated) as a gallant and
brave solder and as a modest, fothright, and
impeceably honest m.

Burnside became Presiden of he Assocaton
on Novrther 24, 1671, On he same day, Colone
Church was leted Vioe Presdent; Captan Wingate
Seoretary, Frederick M. Peck Corresponding
Secretary;and Meor General Johm Woodwerd,
Commending General o te Second Divson, New
York Nafional Guard, was elefed Treasurer

Burnside served fust long enough fo see the
new oganization smooty aunched, A he spe

% hat "o beting shal be alloved on the grounds S

s Theomniteedravupacrft ol (S8 :
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BURSDE 40 s Ci

INADDITION O BEING NRAS FIRST PRES-

ident, Ambrose E, Burnside Was the they feat
inventor of 54 caliber, breechload-
Ing percussion carbine mads frs by the

Bristol Firearms Company and laer by the
Burnside Rifl Company in Providence,
Rhode Islang,

More than 50,000 Burnsige carbineg of
various models were accepted for service
With Union troops during the Civ War, an
ured a breechblock that swings
down with the under eyer allow access
to the block's chamber fo loading,

e —

Cil meeting caled o July 2, 1872, the Board of
Dietrs ekt Church o he e offe,
and Mejor General Alexander Shoer became

Viee President

NRA' irst Range

NRA's leaders knew that the future of the

Assoiaton inge largely on inding a il range Poppenhusen, had g0
Where members could practce marksmanghip,

At that time, however NRA' total monetary  that g
ASSE1 comprised only $485, mostly i pldgesfor Poppentusen v Wiling

members  as Creeds Fary g
themseies, Such fins peye inadequate t by might stimulate

Liie Memberships e by the firs

the needed b, 0 the e decide toseek pu-
lic funds,

On Februaty 7, 1873 the Boarof Directors
rafted a bl that poposed tate asitance i

Out endengering he privte nonpoliiea status of

the Asocition, The fate g asked to appropr-
e 5,000 forthe purhae of g on the con-
o hat NRA wou s 5,000 g assume
its ommership, development, matnienanee. ang
management, The state alsp g oblgated 1o
contribute pries o timage competition among
the members ofthe Nato) Gy,

Church immediaely publiized the il n the
Pages ofhis Journgl ang encouraged his miltary
e and aepuintans ty e ltersofsup-
port. The bill pase the ower hopge by an over-
Whelming 84-19 votg, gng Just before aciourn:

—

——

ment, with the help of Senator James OBrien,
the bl s squeeze through the State Senate,

The NRA Range Compitee search for
efordabl Jand that wouig be suitable for a rif
T Was not sy, but at bt Colnel Chre
found what NRA hag beey looking for, The
President of the Centr) ang North Side Ralroag
of Long ISnd, & man napeq Hermann ,
Quired & T0-acre farm
tat adjoined the rgh o Way of a railroad fine
S being bt the engt of Long Islang,
to ¢ll the land know
low cost to any group that
travel ot that prt of the s
Hs pric was $375 an acre, where neghbor
e were asing at st S50, 1 hte
July, Creed's Parm was deeged t the National
Relle Association for-the price of $26,250,

The name Creed's Py iyt lst long,
thanks to Colone Henuy Staw, one of the e
bérs of the Range Come, Shaw was also a
member of the Board of Directors, Bditor of the
New York S, and a much-trapeg man with &
gt for words, Steppingfrom the specil rarad
train that Poppenuse had putat the commit-
tee's disposel, Shay surveyed the brushy fields
with the morning miss sitng across them,
Just ke the moors of sputheny England," he
observed. ‘Perhaps e should call it Creed's
Moor, rather than the (reeq Farm.” And so
Creedmoor, one of the g lamous names
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The st foml maches at Creedoor wer wicey anficpate
26 eienced by this s rendering of enthusiatic Specatos
40 Woul gathr 2 the Long I5and range t winess NRAS
hosing of the hitorical shoafing evrts,

ing hi il name of
shoofing history, became the offc
the range before the first spade of carth had

been moved to develop i,

A3 800 as construction on the range began,

T ————

om Bngland, for no American mamufacturer then
procuced such equipment, It also ordered marlf-
ing equipment ke that developed at England's

l‘.‘ .4
- Wimbledon ange When NRA adopted tangets and

SC0ring procedures already in use by the Naﬁonal
Rill Associaton of Great Brtan and it sub
Sileries throughot the Briish Empire, target

- Soolingthroughot the Engis peaking ol
 Ditame g andandized syt
- A e iy during st monts I
iy 167, i g e tn 100 e

Pt
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of the year, a number of mitary companie§ and
nearly all of the officers of the local National
Guard divisions had become mermbers,

Creedmoor Marks Tmprovement

The inaugural Cregdmoor maich m June ?l.
1873, adeion to providing soores against which
fuure improvement oould be measured, was a pr-
fet proving ground for Colone] Church fmd Qeqrge
Wingate's theories about marksmenship training,
The teams fnished almost n the exact order ofthe
time they had spent in arming drl Shooters olf the
Twenty-second Regiment, which had practiced
most refigously, made almost a clean sweep of t}m
match. In addition o the team prize of $5Q, is
methers walked away with seven of the individual
prizes ofred, nchuding & gold: mounte Model 1666
Winchester e value a $100, |

Afer that, the men began to practice Dunpg
August and September, the range was ﬁlleq with
tents and wagons of encamped miltary units, all
preparing for NRA's firs fullscale Annual Matches
on October 8, 1873,




1 1930, NRA moved it s e headguares, atownhouse ot 1600 Rhod

e 5and Avente, NI, i Wshingon, DG,
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CHAPTER TEN

FROM DEPRESSION T0 WAR

1932-19%

Wie emphatioalty oondemn ol eforts to place upon the ballt, or t
secure the enacment of . .. drastic antlfrearm: laws and denounce
stioh legilation o mpractioal and uneAmerioan, .,

—(alfornia State Peace Officers Association, 1939

HE FULL IMPACT OF THE Smallbore Succes
TGreat Depression hit the

National Rfle Association The Great Depression didn'
of Americainthe ¢ary 1930s. By affeet smallbore shooting as ser-
1932, there was ltle room in the | ously as it did NRA's .30 caltber
federal budget for more than | progrem. Rilemen who oould not
the barest essentials, and the afford the 10-centsa-shot huury

F /ol 30 calibr shooting could st
,«»P /" scrape upa penny ashotfor the 22
NRA, which had been collecing con- N, 2485/ Clubs thatfound the constructon ofa
trbuions to help send a team of rile- 0 caliber range beyond their means
men to England in an effort to rerieve the could still improvise a 50- or 100-yard smal-
Pershing Trophy, depostted $1,500 n a savings  bore range.
account to send a team to Bisley in befter tiwes. 1 1932, langely through interest in 2 cal-
NRA's program suffered further in 1933, ~iber shooting, 361 clubs became newly aflated
when, by coincidence, the federal government - with NRA. Many of these clubs were in public
leased office space for its National Industrial - schools, but a substantial mumber were in Boy
Recovery Administration in the Barr Building, - Scout troaps, boys'clubs, and local YMCA orga-
Which already housed the offces of the National —nizations. The American Legion was extremely actve
Rifle Association. Then the administration —in promoting school clubs.
abbreviated fs name to the National Recovery  The success of the smallbore program per-
Administration and emblazoned its blue eagle — mittee NRA to expand info other ieds. n 1933,
and the initals "NRA" on placards, posters, and  nitiafed a new outdoor pistoleague, and in 1934
Statonery. The National Rifle Association, which itissued the irst ofts 16-millmeter s designed
for more than half a century had been the NRA, - to promote shooting safety. The next year, it
Strongly protested the infringement of ts trade-  Jaunched an llrisk insurance policy program for
mark, More seriously, the identity ofnitals and
addresses ofen caused delays in the deivery of
Ml The problem was not ull solved until May
12, 1935, when the Stupreme Court voided the  NRA pesetedtefis il Herick Tophy n 1938

appropriations for the National
Matches were an early casualty.

Netionel Idustry Recovery At the e it he igestsor nthe Herick Tophy ath

. —
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EXHIBIT B
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Aerioans

dN

Hitony Adisory Cormittee

Mowow C. Mownes, Rear Admirel, USN (Ret.), Chaiman
Jmex Huouaro Constock

Jo D. Grorrave, Colonel, AUS (Ret)

Fravcs W, Paswes, J1, Colonel, USAR (Ret

Murov A, Reckoro, Lientenant Genere, Md. (Rt
Juuzaw C. Svire, Lieutenant General, USMC (Ret )

Dn, Fraveuaw . Weis

C. Romamo Rocass, Committe Seveony

|
|
|
|

|
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o Gung

The National Rifle Association Stony
through nearly 4 century

of semvice to the nation

Compiled by e B, Traperemy

dsted by Javes E. Sewve

STACKPOLE BOOKS
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Nationa
Noge

\Nhen considerng anui

versaries of events that have
led to outstanding natonal sr-
vice, November 17 i5 4 day
worthy of emembrance, On this
day in 1870 a charter s granted
by the Stateof New York. Isan
guage was ot sensaional bt
purpose basremained vitl o this
day. The charter anthorized ef
fots o promote rile practic
and for this purpose to provide
a sultale range or ranges fnthe
vieniy of New York, and a suft:
ible place for the meetings of
the asociaton n the ety el
and o promote the introducton
of & system of aiming il and
taget fring among the Nations
Guard of New York and the
mita of other sates” The
charte was granted to the N
tonal Rile Assciatio.

Of the several objectves
stated above, the st was epe-
cilly important, Defense-con-
seous Amerieans wete then -
ing serious second thoughts to
the Tssons taught during the
War of Independence, the War
of 1819, the Mexican War, the
War between the States and
more recently the Franco-Prus
sin War, Positive steps to in
prove the defense effciency of
the Unted States vere overde

The inital wndertakings of
the newly-formed National Rif
Associaton wil e bettr under-
stood 1 we review brely the
background of vents which had
demonstrated a lar need for an
ongaaization of this nature,

Records for the century prio
to 1871 provide lessons which

10

~ The cuample
-~ citemsolders ot Bunker Hill

Bardened the

gt the cobmis rd

-~ converted wh

. Behmaborﬁvu tevolution
it g fulbseale war for
- dendnce
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expose both the stength and the weaknesses of our socety in that period
These secords are crystal lear for those who might care to look deep
enongh but, s in the evluationof many natone vent, the tme sigui
cance of ol Jssons learnd has & way of fading nto obseurity with the
mists of tme, There were many hard lessons which had come from the
crucble of was,

During the War of Independence (the Amerian Revohton) 2000
ctzen-soldirs ot Bunker Hil had shown to the world that they could
stand wp to a trained force of 2300 redcoats which inchuded fve of the
erack foot regiments of the British Army, among them the famed Welh
Fusties, the Kings own regiment, A few days eartier the members of
that stalwart American force had been farmers, mechanis, shipwrights
Jwyers, students and teachers, shopkeepers and blacksmiths, The example
shown by these citzensolders hardened the resoution throughout the
eoloies and converted what might have been an abortve rebellon inf
a fullseale war for independence

shown by
resolution

it might have
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Gen, George Wingate, ang of the found-
en md NRA presdent (1685.100),

ond Volunteer Services appeared on August 29, 1863, Under Chuel'
guidance, the paper prospeed from the start and soom became a running
encyclopedia of contemporery miltary affas, By the end of the war
Church was known by name or personally to practicalyevery offcer and
enlsed man i the Union Amy and Navy, Although his miltary caree
had been short, be was brevetted at the end of the war to the rank of
leutenant colone,

Tn nearly every isue of b newspaper up to 1871, Chureh published
artils on rifes and editorials decrying the lack of marksmanship training
in Americas vohunteer milta unts, Most of these editorials compared
American training methods, usuely wnfavoraly, with those e had seen
in Europe, After watching a parade of the New York National Guard,
he commented on the precisin vith which the troops van through thef
manual of arms, fr etter than the Bricih Volunters,be aid, who had
imprese him o5 Sopy marcher, Then, defy pricking this balon, e
cseve tat every member of the B Vohmtswasexecte t e
able 10 place bullts on a sxfoot target at 1000 yards; and he wondered
etorally, how many of the welldrlled New Yorkers could do the same!
This, and & ronning bnage of sl etorial,helped poiat ontthe need
for orgaizing a Natioal Rill Assoiaion
One who was deeply impressed by Chures editorials was Geange W,
Wingate, a captan i the Tentsecond Regiment, New York Natina]
Guard, and, ke Church, a vetean o the Ammy of the Potomac, ine by
hood, Wingate had tken ke ntrest in shootng,both 2 2 hunterand
2 4 taget shooer, and he had been appaled by the poor markmanship
of the average American odirtht he b eem i batle, s a comseie
ious offer,he £t that is duties ncldd preparin i it o ol
combat e thn merely making a mpressionon the prade gound
But when be egan tosarh for ol materil that might el tech
s wen t oo, he diovered that neither the War Deartment nor any
e el sureescould provide anything of v

. ‘30,
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Long Enfield rfes, which were isoed on 2 manship. No ammuniion was allcated fo
oan basis for one month before each mateh, il practi in the United States Army, This
The 1859 Enfeld, comparableto our Model as in sharp contrast to the siuation i the
1653 Sprngfild and used by many Americans  Britsh and Canian armies, Whenever any
in the Civl War, had proven efetive 2t te or mor enited men asked permisont
rnges over 60 yards, athough it hd been  pracigon the rang,the offcer wasrquied
supplanted s the veglar Brth Tnfantry by realationt accompeny them and super
arm by the more accunse Whitworh, Topro- v thefr practie The overmment suppled
vide sutable facies for the nationa chom  almost unlimited amounts of practice am-
ponsp matche, the Bish Natonal Ril  munitiont l i fth Army and the Vol
Aswociation next bult a rife ange with fring  unters
ines out to 1000 yards from the tagets ot It was & comparison bt the sty
Winbledon Common in Sumey, On July &, wniformed New York Nationel Guardsmen
1560, the Wimbl<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>