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UNITED STATES DIS'l'RICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

November 2019 Grand Jury 

9 U:,IITED STATES OF AMERICA, Case No. 19CR4768-GPC 

T N D I C T M E N T 
(Superseding) 

10 

11 v. 

Plaintiff, 

12 GIOVANNI VINCENZO TILOTTA ( 3) , 
aka "Gio Tilotta", 

13 WAIEL YOUSIF ANTON (5), 

14 

15 

16 

aka "Will 1'.nton", 

Defendants. 

Title 18, u.s.c., Sec. 371 -
Conspiracy; Title 18, U.S.C., 

\
Secs. 922(a)(l)(A), 923(a) and 
924 (a) (1) (D) - Engaging in the 

I
. Business of Dealing in Firearms 
Without a License; Title 18, 
U.S.C., Sec. 921; (a) (1) (A) - False 

I 
Statement in the Acquisition of a 
Firearm; Title 18, U.S.C., 

'. Secs. 922 (b) (2) and 924 (a) (1) (D) -

I 
Conducting Firearms Transaction in 
Violation cf State Law; Title 18, 

I
. u.s.c., Sec. 2 - Aiding and 
Abetting; Title 18, U.S.C., 
Sec. 1512(b) (3) - Attempted 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I
. ?bstruction of Justice;-Ti~le 18, 

U.S.C., Sec. 924(d), and Title 28, 
. U.S.C., Sec. 2461(c) Criminal 
Forfeiture ---------------------' 

The grand jury charges: 

INTRODUCTORY AI.LEGATIONS 

1. Frorr, at least September 9, 2015 to the present, defendant 

25 GIOVANN: VINCENZO 'l'ILOTTA, aka "Gio Tilotta", held one or more Federal 

26 Firearms Licenses ("FFLs") and owned and operated a federally licensed 

27 firea:cms dealer commonly known as "Honey Badge:c Firea:cms." 

28 
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l 2. Defendant WAIEL YOUSIF ANTON, aka "Will Ar:ton", held himself 

2 out as a consultant in various matters conce:::ning state and local 

3 government, including as a consultant assisting persons applying to the 

4 San Diego County Sheriff's Department ("SDCSD") for concealed weapons 

5 permits, commonly known as permits to carry a concealed weapon ("CCW"). 

6 3. From October 16, 1992 to Sep::ember 20, 2019, Morad Marco Garmo 

7 was a SDCSD 0eputy Sheriff. From January 8, 2016 to February 13, 2019, 

8 Garmo was the captain in charge of ::he Rancho San Diego Station, a SDCSD 

9 station covering approximately 150 square miles in San Diego County 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l4 

including Spring Valley, Lemon Grove, Imperial Beach, and unincorporated 

areas of the County. At no time did Garmo possess the FFL that was 

required to be lawfully engaged the busir:ess of dealing in rearms. 

4. Leo Joseph Eamel owned and operated a series of jewelry stores 

and related businesses, commonly known as ~eo Eamel Fine Jewelers. Hamel 

15 held multiple FFLs since January 1992, including one related to his 

16 business, Leo Ham,el Fine Jewelers. 

17 5. From approximately October 19, 2001 to December 24, 2019, Fred 

18 Magana was a Depu::y Sheriff a:: SDCSD. During part of his tenure at 

19 SDCSD, Magana served as a Lieutenant and reported directly to Garmo. 

20 Relevant Firearms Laws 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

6. California Penal Code Section 32000 prohibi::ed the 

manufacturing, ilT,porting, offering for sale, selling, gifting, or loan 

of any handgun ::hat was not on the roster of handguns determined to be 

"not unsafe" within the l'.1".eaning of California Penal Code Section 32015. 

More specifically: 

a. PGrsuant to Califo:::nia Penal Code Section 32015, the 

~7 C ' . f . St t "' t ~ f J t. ("CalDOJ") ' t . d +-L _ a...:..i ornia .. a e Jepar menl. o us ice main aine a ros ... er 

28 of handguns that could lawfully be sold in the State of California. The 

2 
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1 ros::er was a listing of handguns by manufacLirer, model nuooer, and 

2 model name that had been tested by a California certified testing 

3 laboratory and determined "not to be unsafe." The handguns listed on 

4 ~his roster were the only handguns that could be sold the State of 

5 California, subject to certain exceptions. 

6 b. Any handgun not listed on the roster was referred to as 

7 "unsafe,n nnon-roster," or noff roster." 

8 C. An "off roster" handgun could only be sold to, or 

9 purchased by, certain exempted parties listed California Penal Code 

10 Section 32000. California Penal Code Section 32000 (b) (4) permitted 

11 sworn merr.bers of police departments and other law enforcement or military 

12 agencies to purchase "off roster" handguns for use in the performance 

13 of their official duties. 

14 d. The California Penal Code did not prohibit an exerrpted 

15 person, such as a sworn member of a police department, from re-selling 

16 an "off roster" handgun to a non-exempted buyer who was not otherwise 

17 prohibited by the applicable laws and regulations. 

18 7. California Penal Code Section 27535 provided that "no person 

19 shall make an application to purchase more than one handgun within any 

20 30-day period," except for certain parties identified in the statute, 

21 including law enforcement agencies and paid peace officers. Pursuant 

22 to the exception set forth in California Penal Code Section 27535 (b) (5), 

23 peace officers could purchase or apply to purchase more than one handgun 

24 within a 30-day period. 

25 8. California Penal Code Section 26815 generally provided that 

26 no firearm could be delivered within ten days of the application to 

27 purchase (the "ten-day waiting period") . The ten-day waiting period dici 

28 not apply to the sale, delivery, or transfer of firearms macie to a full-
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1 time, paid police officer whose employer had authorized the officer to 

2 carry firearms while in the performance of the officer's duties. 

3 9. The United States Department of Justice, B·,ireau of Alcohol, 

4 Tobacco, Firearms a:id Explosives {"ATF") required a:l federally-licensed 

5 firearms dealers to document firearms sales and purchases to non-

6 licensees on an ATF Form 4473, a form that was complec:ed by the federal 

7 firearms licensee ("FFL") dealer and the firearm p-ctrchaser. The 

8 documentation process included the following require:r,ents: 

9 a. At the time the purchaser submitted an application to 

10 purchase a firearm, the purchaser was required to certify on ATF Form 

11 4473 that he or she was the "actual transferee/buyer" of the firearm. 

12 ATF Form 44 73 advised that: "You are not the actual buyer if you are 

13 acquiring the rearm(s) on behalf of another person." 

14 b. At the time the purchaser took possession of the firearm, 

15 whi.ch generally was at the conclusion of the 10-day waiting period in 

16 California, the purchaser was required to re-certify on the ATF Form 

17 4473 that all of the assertions previously :r.ade on the ATF Form 4473 

18 during the initial application were true, correct, and complete. 

19 :Jnlawf·ctl Firearms Acquisitions & '.:'ransfers 

20 10. From approximately March 2013 until February 13, 2019, M. 

21 Marco Garmo engaged in the business of dealing in rearms without a 

22 ' . ~icense. Specifically, Garmo acquired approximately 144 firearms i::1 

23 transactions conducted through FFLs and reported to California's 

24 Automated Firearms System {"AFS"). During the same time period, Garmo 

25 transferred approximately 98 rearms to other people tr, transacti.or:.s 

2 6 conducted through FF'Ls and reported to AFS. As set out in farther detai2. 

27 below, Garmo also transferred additional firearms to others ( including 

28 
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1 Leo Joseph Ha::r,el), sometimes in exchange for cash, witr.out conductir.g 

2 lawful transfers through FFLs. 

3 11. Garmo engaged in the business of dealing in firearrrB by 

4 devoting time, attention, and labor to dealing in firearms as a regular 

o course of trade or business with the principal objective of livelihood 

6 and profit through the repetitive purchase and resale of firearrr,s. One 

7 aspect 0£ Garmo's livelihood and profit in dealing in firearms was to 

8 make money by reselling firearms at favorable prices or exchanging them 

9 for valuable services. Another aspect was £or Garmo to build good wil'.. 

10 with future potential donors or benefactors who could advance his career 

11 or support anticipated political campaigns, including Garmo's expressed 

12 intention to run for San Diego County Sheriff, by obtaining firearms for 

13 tr.em that they could not directly obtain for themselves. 

14 12. As part of his unlicensed dea_ing in firearms, Garmo 

15 repeatedly purchased firearms, including especially "off roster" 

16 bandguns, with the intention to resell the:r. to specific individuals: 

17 transactions commonly k:iown as "st:::aw pu:::-chases." For example, between 

18 December 2014 and May 2018, Ga:::-mo falsely certified that he was tbe 

19 actual buyer or transferee of at least nine (9) firearms that he had 

20 already agreed to sell to other specific individuals at the time he made 

21 those false certifications. 

22 13. C:n order c:o conceal his extensive and unlawful e:igagement in 

23 the business of dealing in firearms, Garno typically conducted the 

24 private party transfer of a given firearm at a different FFL from the 

25 dealer where he had previously acquired the firearm, except for transfers 

26 involving TILOIIA and TILOTTA' s FE'L, Honey Badger Firearms. 

27 14. In order to conceal and facilitate the straw purchase of off 

28 roster handguns for his close associates, Garmo relied in pare: on 

5 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Defendant TILOTTA and TILOTTA's FFL, Honey Badger Firearms. TILOTTA 

repeatedly facili ta·ced Gar:no' s straw purcr.ase of firearms for HaIT,el by 

knowingly permitting those transactions to be conducted at his FFL, 

accepting and submitting £alsi£ied records as Garmo were the firea,cms' 

true purchaser. Accordingly, GarIT.o could safely conduct firearms 

transfers at Honey Badger Firea.rms without concern that TILOTTA would 

refuse to process the transactions, beca-.:ise TE.,OTTA had agreed to assist 

8 Garmo wi~h conducting straw transfers. 

9 15. TILOTTA also aided and abetted Garmo' s unlicensed firearms 

10 dealing by preparing early firearms transfer records. By preparing 

firearms transfer records ahead of time, without requiring the parties 

12 to the transaction to appear in person at his FFL, and instead permitting 

13 Garmo and selected associates to backdate those records after the fact, 

14 T=LOTTA enabled Garmo and others to circUI:lvent the ten-day wai tir.g period 

15 prescribed by California law for firearms transfers. 

16 16. Another part of TILOTTA' s arrangement with Garmo and Hamel 

17 ir:volved creating falsified records to ITcake it appear that Garmo was 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

purchasing firearms on his own behalf, instead of straw p-.:irchasing them 

for Hamel. On June 27, 2016, for example, Harr.el emailed Garmo, "Gio 

[TILOTTA] asks that we do ordered guns [t)his way. You email him first 

that you want a Sig Legion and a Walther P99cAS. He will then reply ok. 

You then go i.n to order. You can do right away." On July 7, 2016, 

Garmo in fact p":1rchased a Sig Sa-.:ier Legion P22 6 9mm handg:m bearing 

se:cial number 47Al41276 from TILOTTA's :FL, falsely cer::ifying that he 

was the actual buyer/transferee of the firearm. Although the firearm 

26 was never legally transferred from Garmo to Hamel, it was found in 

27 Hamel's possession on February 13, 2019. 

28 
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1 17. As a collateral benefit of purchasing firearms from him, Gar:rn 

2 encouraged his C'Jstomers to apply for CCWs fro:r: SDCSD. For example, 

3 Garmo s;.iggested to an ATF undercover agent that the agent apply for a 

4 CCW. WJ-:en the undercover agent asked if Ga:cmo could J-:elp the agent 

::, avoid the months-long wait for an initial appointment for a CCW, Garmo 

6 S'-lggested that his friend (Defendant WAIEL YOUSIF ANTON, aka "Will" 

7 ANTON) could help the agent get an earlier appoint:r,ent in exchange for 

8 a cash payment. 

9 18. ANTON aided and abetted Garmo's unlicensed firearms dealing 

10 by helping Garmo' s firearms customers apply for CCW perm.its :n exchange 

11 for cash pay:r,ents. Specifically, ANTON would use connections at the 

12 Sheriff's Licensing Department to secure appointments months earlier 

13 than tJ-:ose available tc the general public, charging between $1,000 and 

14 $2,000 for t;1is service. As part of this sche:r.e, ANTON unlawfully paid 

15 a clerk at SDCSD's civilian licensing staff $100 in cash in exchange for 

16 :r.aking ea:cly CCW appointments for his "consulting" clients. When 

17 negotiating with tJ-:e ATF '-lndercover agent referred to hiffi by Garmo, from 

18 whom ANTON collected $1,000 for his services, ANTON told the age::1t that 

19 he would pay a ::'.'eferral fee of $100 per customer for any other CCW 

20 applicants the agent sent to ANTON. In tu::'.'n, one of the $100 bills 

21 which the agent paid ANTON for securing an early CCW appointment was 

22 found in Garmo' s wallet eight ( 8) days later, representing a kickback 

23 to Garmo of the "consulting" fee earned by ANTON from the CCW applicant 

24 Garmo referred to him. 

25 19. On February 13, 2019, following a search of residence by 

26 federal agents, ANTON telephoned the ATF undercover agent and repeatedly 

27 urged J-:im not to tell federal investigacors about the $1,000 that he had 

28 
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1 paid ANTON. ANTON repeated this instruction in a separate telephone 

2 

3 

4 

5 

call on February 14, 2019. 

Count 1 
Conspiracy 

[18 u.s.c. § 371] 

20. The allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 through 19 above are 

6 realleged and incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. 

7 21. Beginning no later than October 21, 2015, and continuing until 

8 at least February 13, 2019, within the Southern District of California, 

9 and elsewhere, defendant GIOVANNI VINCENZO TILOTTA, aka "Gio Tilotta," 

10 did knowingly conspire, confederate, and agree with Morad Marco Garmo, 

11 Leo Joseph Hamel, and Fred Magana, all charged elsewhere, to commit 

12 offenses against the United States in violation of Title 18, United 

13 States Code, Section 924 (a) (1) (A), to wit: making false statements in 

14 the acquisition of a firearm, in violation of Title 18, United States 

15 Code, Section 924 (a) (1) (A). 

16 PURPOSE OF THE CONSPIRACY 

17 22. It was the purpose of the conspiracy for defendant GIOVANNI 

18 VINCENZO TILOTTA, aka "Gio Tilotta," and Morad Marco Garmo to enrich 

19 themselves and otherwise benefit by TILOTTA's selling firearms to Garmo 

2 o and Fred Magana that Garmo and Magana intended to trans fer to other 

21 individuals, including Leo Joseph Hamel, thereby circumventing the 

22 California state law prohibition on Hamel initially acquiring such 

23 firearms himself, allowing Garmo and Magana to curry favor with the 

24 firearms recipients, such as Hamel, and allowing TILOTTA to profit from 

25 the sales and by the receipt of other favors from Garmo. 

2 6 MANNER AND MEANS 

27 23. The manner and means used to accomplish the objectives of 

28 the conspiracy included the following, among others: 

8 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

a. Defendant GIOVANNI VINCEKZO TILOTTA, aka "Gio Tilotta," 

would knowingly and repeatedly 

knowing full well that Garmo 

handguns, r.ot for himself, but 

process straw purchases for Garmo, 

was acqui:::-ing desirable "off-roster" 

for other individuals who could rwt 

5 initially acquire t.te har.dguns themselves under California state law; 

6 b. TILOTTA would knowingly accept falsified paperwork, in 

7 which Garmo ::alsely declared (under penalty of perjury) that he was the 

8 actual buyer of the firearms, when (as TILOTTA well knew) Garmo was 

9 acquiring the ::irearms for others who could not initially acquire them 

10 themselves; 

11 C. TILOTTA would prepare backdated paperwork for Garmo and 

12 

13 

:. 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

some of t.is customers, allowing therr, to circumvent the California state 

law require:cr,ent to present tr.ems elves in person for identification ar.d 

to answer a series of written questions under penalty of perjury in 

order to begin the transfer process and abide by the ten-day waiting 

period; 

d. When Garmo was reprirr,anded by his superiors at SDCSD and 

by the San Diego District Attorney's office for excessive firearms sales 

and transfers, TILOTTA would facilitate further straw transfers to Hamel 

involving Garmo's immediate subordinate, Magana, to conceal Garmo's role 

21 in the sales and transfers; 

22 e. TILOTTA would conduct firearms transfers at locations 

23 prohibited by California state law as a conven:.ence to Garmo and his 

24 customers, including inside Garmo's Captain's Office at the SDCSD Rancho 

25 San Diego station; 

26 TILOTTA wo·.ild provide Garno with preferential early 

27 access to desirable new, off-roster handguns that he and Honey Badger 

28 Firearms received from firearrr.s marn1facturers; anci 

9 
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g. In exchange for TLLOTTA's assistance in processing 

2 unlawful firearms transactions, Gar:cno would provide TLLOTTA with 

3 valuable services, such as promised assistance with TILOTTA's efforts 

4 to provide PfOducts and services to the County, introductions to other 

5 wea1thy firearms customers, arad assistance with TILOTTA' s own CCW 

6 application and that of his friend. 

7 OVERT ACTS 

8 24. In furtherance of the conspiracy, and to effect its objects, 

9 the following overt acts, among others, were committed within the 

10 Southern District of California, on or about the dates below: 

11 a. On or about October 21, 2015, TILOTTA processed a 

12 firearms transfer in which Garmo acquired an off roster Sig Sauer P32Q 

13 Compact 9mm pistol, bearing serial nu_~ber 58B024632 from Honey Badger 

:4 Firearms, in which Garmo falsely certified that Garmo was the actual 

15 buyer/transferee when in truth the handgun was jntended fo2: Hamel; 

16 b. On June 27, 2016, in order to create falsified records 

17 suggesting that Garmo' s straw purchases of firearms for Hamel were 

18 actually legitimate purchases Garmo was making on Garmo's own behalf, 

19 Hamel emailed Garmo, "Gio [TILOTTA) asks that we do ordered guns [t)his 

20 way. You enail him first that you want a Sig Legior.: ar.:d a Walther 

21 P99cAS. He will then reply ok. You then go in to order. You can do 

22 right away"; 

23 c. On July '7, 2016, TLLOTTA processed a firearms trar.:sfer 

24 in which Garno acquired an off roster Si_g Sauer Legion F226 9om handgun 

25 bearing serial numbe2: 47A141276 from Hor.ey Badger Firearms, ir. which 

26 Garmo falsely certified that Garmo was the actual buyer/transferee when 

27 in truth the handgun was intended for Hamel; 

28 
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1 d. Between October 6 and October 8, 2016, TILOTTA collected 

2 personal information from Garmo for San Diego attorney V.B., including 

3 a copy of V. B.' s driver's li.cense and CCW information, so that TILOTTA 

4 could begin the transfer paperwork for a firearms transfer TILOTTA and 

5 Garm.o planned to car.duct with V.B. inside Garmo' s office at the Rancho 

6 San Ciego station; by completing the paperwork early, TILOTTA enabled 

7 V.B. to avoid the 10-day waiting period required to acquire a handgun 

8 under California law; 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 

15 

e. Between October 5 and Oct:ober 16, 2016, Garmo texted 

'.:'ILOTTA to suggest that: TILOTTA bring a sling mount, a foregrip, a sling, 

a Smith & Wesson Shield pistol, a Red Dot sight, a light and Talon grips 

to the October 28, 2016 meeting with V.B. so that TILOTTA could sell 

those items to V. B. as well as the firearms Garmo and TILOTTA had already 

discussed; 

f. On October 28, 2016, TILOTTA and Garmo sold a va.::iety of 

16 firearms and firearm accessories to V.S. inside Ga=,c' s office at the 

17 SDCSD Rancho San Diego station, including (1) an off roster Glock 27 .40 

18 caliber pistol bearing serial number RLK240 for $::.,200; (2) a Caniel 

19 Defense AR-15 style rifle bearing serial number DDM4::07377; and (3) a 

20 Smith & Wesson Shield handgun bearing serial number HNH6175; as described 

21 above, TILOTTA had facilitated the Daniel Defense and Shield 

22 transactions by preparing advance pape.::work for V. B. 's firearms 

23 transactions, which was backdated as if the records had first been 

24 executed on October 8, 2016; 

25 g. On April 24, 2017, Honey Badger Firearms processed a 

26 firear?11.s t:ransfer in which Magana acquired two off .::ester Walthe.:: 

27 handguns (a Walther PPS M2 9mm pistol, bearing serial number AR5980, and 

28 a Walther PPQ M2 9= pistol, bearing serial number l:'CH4067) f.::om Honey 

11 
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1 Badger Firearms, in which Magana falsely certified that Magana was the 

2 actual buyer/transferee of both handguns when in truth both handguns 

3 were intended for Hamel; in fact, Hamel paid TILOTTA for both firearms 

4 and they were never turned over to Magana; 

5 h. On May 3, 2017, TILOTTA processed a firearms transfer in 

6 which Garmo transferred an off roster CZ 75D 9mm pistol (serial 

7 no. C08233) to V. B. which Garmo had acquired in a straw purchase for 

8 V.B. on November 30, 2016 at a different firearms dealer; 

9 i. On September 15, 2017, TILOTTA processed a firearms 

10 transfer in which Hamel acquired the two Walther handguns listed above 

11 at paragraph 25.g. that Magana had "acquired" in a straw purchase on 

12 April 24, 2017; although the transfer records reflected that Hamel was 

13 acquiring the Walther handguns from Magana, in truth the handguns had 

14 never been turned over to Magana and Hamel was simply "acquiring" them 

15 from TILOTTA and Honey Badger Firearms; 

16 j. On September 21, 2017, TILOTTA texted Garmo that "Me and 

17 [Associate 1] are doing our 2nd interview for our ccw"; Garmo replied 

18 "Fuk yeah [sic] throw my name down!"; TILOTTA wrote, "Aaaa I don't do 

19 that. But . if yiu [sic] know someone that reviews our files . 

20 [lol]"; Garmo replied "U got it"; 

21 k. On May 16, 2018, Garmo texted an associate then employed 

22 by San Diego County (Individual 5) reminding Individual 5 to call TILOTTA 

23 and assist TILOTTA with his pursuit of a contract to supply bulletproof 

24 vests to SDCSD; 

25 1. On October 8, 2018, TILOTTA emailed Garmo to alert Garmo 

26 that he had received an off roster Sig Sauer P365 handgun in stock, 

27 because Garmo had "said one of [his] people needed one." TILOTTA asked 

28 Garmo to "[l]et [him] know because we are going to start calling on our 

12 
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1 [wa J list." Garrno replied "Save me one!" and asked TILOTTA to save 

2 another Sig Sauer P365 for a different SDCSD officer. TILOTTA also 

3 agreed by email to start the transfer paperwork early for Garmo' s 

4 acquisition of the Sig Sauer P365; and 

5 m. On or about October 9, 2018, '.:'I LOTTA began to process 

6 unlawful early paperwork for the trar:.sfer of an roster Sig Sauer 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

P365 handgun to Garmo even though Garmo did not present himself in person 

to begin the transfer or commence the waiting period. 

1 in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371. 

Count 2 
Engaging in the Business Of 

Dealing in Firearms Without A License 
Aiding & Abetting 

[18 U.S.C. §§ 922 (a) (1) (A) 923 (a), 924(a) (1) (D) & 2] 

25. 'rhe allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 thro·cigh 24 above are 

14 realleged and incorporated by referer:.ce as if fully set forth herein. 

15 26. Beginning no later than October 21, 2015 and continuing until 

16 at least February 13, 2019, within the Soutr.ern District of California, 

17 ar:.d elsewhere, defendants GIOVANNI VINCENZO TILOTTA, aka "Gio Tilotta," 

18 and WAIEL YOUSIF ANTON, aka "Will Anton" knowingly aided and abetted 

19 Morad Marco Garmo, charged elsewhe:::e, who was not licensed as an 

20 importer, manufacturer, or dealer of firea=,s, and who was will::ully 

21 engaged in the business of dealing in firearms. 

22 All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 922(a) (1) (A), 

23 923 (a), 924 (a) (1) (D), and 2. 

24 Count 3 

25 

26 

27 

28 

False Statement in the Acquisition of a Firearm 
Aiding & Abetting 

[18 U.S.C. §§ 924(a) (1) (A) & 2] 

27. The allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 through 26 above are 

realleged and incorporated by re£erence as if fully set forth herein. 

13 
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1 28. On or about October 21, 2015, within the Southern District of 

2 California, defendant GIOVANNI VINCENZO TILOT'.:'A, aka " Tilott.a," 

3 aided and abetted Morad Marco Gar-:no and Leo Joseph Hanel, both charged 

4 elsewhere, in making and ca'.lsing to be made a false statement and 

5 representation to 1-:oney Badger Firearms in San Diego, California, a 

6 person licensed under the provisions of Title 18, United States Code, 

7 Chapter 44, with respect to information req·.iired by the provisions of 

8 Chapter 44 of Title 18, United States Code, to be kepc in the records 

9 of Honey Badger Firearms, in that TILOTTA accepted a United States 

10 :Jepartment of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

11 Explosives Form 447 3 Firearms Transaction Record, stating tha-:: Garmo was 

12 the actual buyer of a Sig Sauer P320 Compact 9mm pistol, bearing serial 

13 number 58B024632, when, in truth and in fact, as defendant TILOTTA then 

14 well knew, Garmo was not the actual buyer of the firearm, in that he was 

15 acquiring the firearm on behalf of Hamel. 

16 All in violation of ';:'itle 18, United States Code, Sections 924 (a) (1) (A) 

17 and 2. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Count 4 
False Statement in the Acquisition of a Firearm 

Aiding & Abetting 
[18 U.S.C. §§ 924 (a) (1) (A) & 2] 

29. The allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 through 28 above are 

realleged and incorporated by reference as if f'-llly set forth herein. 

30. On or about July 7, 2016, within the Southern District of 

California, defendant GIOVANNI VINCENZO Tlc,OTTA, aka "Gio Tilotta," 

aided and abetted Morad Marco Garmo arid Leo Joseph Eamel, both charged 

elsewhere, in making and causing to be made a false statement and 

representation to Honey Badger F·irearms in San :Jiego, California, a 

person licensed under the provisions of Title 18, United States Code, 

Chapter 44, with respect to in=ormation required by the provisions of 

14 
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1 Chapter 44 of Title 18, United States Code, to be kept: in the records 

2 of Honey 3adger Firearms, in that TILOTTA accepc:ed a ::Jnic:ed Stac:es 

3 Department of Jusc:ice, B:.ireau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

4 Explosives Form 4473 Firearms Transact:ion Record, stating that Garmo was 

5 the act:ual buyer of a Sig Sauer P226 Legion 9mm pistol, bearir.g serial 

6 ~umber 47Al41276, when, in truc:h and in fact, as defendant TILOTTA t:hen 

7 well kr:ew, Garmo was r:ot the act:ual buyer of t:he firearm, in that he was 

8 acquiring the firear:rr1- on beha1f of Hamel. 

9 All in violation of Title 18, United Stat:es Code, Sections 924 (a) (1) (A) 

10 ar.d 2. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Count 5 
False Statement in the Acquisition of a Firearm 

Aiding & Abetting 
[18 U.S.C. §§ 924(a) (1) (A) & 2] 

31. The allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 through 30 above are 

realleged and incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. 

32. On or about April 24, 2017, within t:he Southern District of 

California, defendant GIOVANNI VINCENZO TILOTTA, aka "Gio Tilotta," 

aided and abetted Fred Magana and Leo Joseph Hamel, both charged 

elsewhere, in making and causing c:o be made a false statement and 

representation c:o Honey Badger cirear:rn in San Diego, Californi.a, a 

20 person licensed under the provisions of Title 18, United States Code, 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Chapter ,4, with respecc: to information required by the provisions of 

Chapter 44 of Title 18, United States Code, to be kept in the records 

of Honey Badger Firearms, in 1:hat TI:.OTTA accepted a United States 

Department of Just Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives Form 44 73 Firearms Transaction Record, stating that: Magana 

was the actual buyer of a Walther PPS M2 9:mn pistol, bearing serial 

number AR5980, when, in truth and in fact, as defendant: TILOTTA 1:hen 

15 
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1 well knew, Magana was not the actual buyer of the firearm, in that he 

2 was acquiring the firearm on behalf of Hamel. 

3 All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 924(a) (1) (A) 

4 and 2. 

5 Count 6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Fa1se Statement in the Acquisition of a Firearm 
Aiding & Abetting 

[18 U.S.C. §§ 924(a) (1) (A) & 2] 

33. '.:'he allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 through 32 above are 

realleged and incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. 

34. On or about April 24, 2017, within the Southern District of 

California, 

aided and 

defendar.t GIOVANNI VINCENZO TILOTTA, aka ''Gto Tilotta, 11 

abetted Fred f:.'.agana a:1d Leo Joseph Hamel, both charged 

elsewhere, in making and causir.g to be made a false s::atement and 
13 

14 
representation to Honey Badger Firearms in San Diego, California, a 

person licensed under the provisions of Title 18, United States Code, 
15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Chapter 44, with respect to i:1formation required by the provisions of 

Chapter 44 of Title 18, United States Code, to be kept in the records 

of Honey Badger Firearms, in that '.:'ILOTTA accepted a United States 

Department of Justice, of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms ar:d 

Explosives Form 4473 Firearms Transaction Record, stating that Magana 

was the actual buyer of a Walther PPQ M2 9mm pistol, bearing serial 

nur:iber FCH4067, when, in truth and in fact, as defendant TILOTTA then 

well knew, Magana was not the actual buyer of the firearm, in that he 

was acquiring the firearm on behalf of Hamel. 

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 924(a) (1) (A) 
25 

and 2. 
26 

27 

28 

16 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

:_3 

14 

15 

16 

::_ 7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Count 7 
Conducting Firearms Transaction in Violation of State Law 

Aiding & Abetting 
[18 U.S.C. §§ 922(b) (2) & 924(a) (1) (D) & 2] 

35. The allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 through 34 above are 

realleged and incorporated by reference as if fully set forth terein. 

36. On or about October 28, 2016, within the Southern District of 

California, defendant GIOVANNI VINCENZO TILOTTA, aka "Gio Tilotta", a 

person lice::1sed under tte provisions of Title 18, United States Code, 

Ctapter 44, did willfully sell, deliver and transfer three firearms, and 

did willfully aid and abet the sale, deli very and transfer of tr,ree 

firearms, that is, a Daniel Defense AR-15 style 5. 56rmn rifle bearing 

ser.ial number '.)DM4107377, a Smitt & Wesson Shield 9rmn handgur: bearing 

serial number HNH6175, and a Glock 27 .40 caliber pistol bearing serial 

m;rr.ber RLK240, to V. B., at the Rancho San Diego Substation of the San 

'.)iego County Sheriff's Department, a location prohibited by California 

Penal Code Section 26805(d). 

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 922(b) (2), 

924(a)(l)(:)), a:cid2. 

Count 8 
Attempted Obstruction of Justice 

[18 U.S.C. § 1512(b) (3)] 

37. The allegations set fortt in paragraphs 1 through 36 above are 

realleged and incorporated by reference as fully set forth herein. 

38. On or about February 13, 2019, in the Southern District of 

California, defendant WAIEL YOUSii" ANTON, aka "Will" AN'.::ON, did 

25 knowingly attempt to corn:ptly persuade and to bribe an undercover agent 

26 of the Bureau cf Alcohol, Tobacco, Firea=,s and Explosives by repeatedly 

27 directing the undercover agent not to tell federal investigators that 

28 he had paid ANTON $1, COO for his si.:pposed "consulting" se:::-vices and to 

17 
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1 instead falsely tell investigators that ANTON was helping the undercover 

2 agent because they were friends, and by promising to refund the 

3 ·.1ndercover agent's money and continue to provide free services, all wit:h 

4 the intent to hinder, delay and prevent the communication to agents of 

5 the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

6 Firearms and Explosives of information relating to the commission and 

7 possible commission of a federal offense, specifically aiding and 

8 abetting the unlicensed dealing of firearms, in violatio::1 of Title 18, 

9 United States Code, SectioD 922 (a) (1) (A), and federal program bribery, 

10 in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 666. 

11 All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1512 (b) (3). 

12 

13 

FORFEIMURE ALLEGATIONS 

39. The allegations set forth above in Co'..lnts 1 through 7 are 

14 realleged and incorporated herein for the purpose of alleging forfeiture 

15 to the :Jnited States of America under Title 18, United States Code, 

16 Section 924(d) aDd Title 28, United States Code, Section 246l(c). 

17 40. Upon conviction of the one or more of the offenses set forth 

18 in Counts 1 through 7 above, and pursuant to Title 18, United States 

19 Code, Section 924(d) and Title 28, United States Code, Section 246l(c), 

20 defendants GIOVANNI VINCENZO TILOTIA, aka "Gio Tilotta," and WAIEL 

21 YOUSIF ANTON, 

22 rights, title 

23 the offenses. 

24 II 

25 II 

26 II 

27 II 

28 II 

aka 

ar:d 

"Will Anton", shall forfeit to the United States all 

ir: teres t ir: all firearms ar:d ammuDi tion involved ir: 

18 
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1 41. If any of the above-described forfeitab:e property, as a 

2 result of any act or omission of the defendants 

3 a. cannot be located upon the exercise of due diligence; 

4 b. has been transferred or sold to, or deposited with, a 

5 third party; 

6 c. has been placed beyond the jurisdi.ction of the Court; 

7 d. has been substantially dirr.inished in value; or 

8 e. has been commingled with other property which cannot be 

9 subdivided without difficulty; 

the intent of the United States, pursuant to Title 28, United 

11 States Code, Section 246l(c), to seek forfeiture of any other property 

12 of the defendants up to the value of the property listed above as being 

13 subject to forfeiture. 

10 it 

14 All pursuant to 'I'itle 18, United States Code, Section 924 (d), and 

15 Title 28, United States Code, Section 246l(c). 

16 

17 

18 

19 

DAIED: April 2, 2021. 

20 LINDA Fs.AKES 
Attorney for the United States 

21 Acting Under Au;:hority 
Conferred by 28 U.S.C. § 515 

22 

23 
By: N~C~~ PILCHAK 

24 ANDREW R. HADEN 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Assistant U.S. Attorneys 
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