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Michael B. Reynolds, Bar No. 174534
mreynolds@swlaw.com 
Colin R. Higgins, Bar No. 268364 
chiggins@swlaw.com 
Cameron J. Schlagel, Bar No. 320732 
cschlgel@swlaw.com 
SNELL & WILMER L.L.P. 
600 Anton Blvd, Suite 1400 
Costa Mesa, California 92626-7689 
Telephone: 714.427.7000 
Facsimile: 714.427.7799 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

THE UNITED STATES SPORTSMEN’S 
ALLIANCE FOUNDATION, an Ohio 
nonprofit corporation; SAFARI CLUB 
INTERNATIONAL, an Arizona nonprofit 
corporation; and CONGRESSIONAL 
SPORTSMEN’S FOUNDATION, a 
Washington, D.C. nonprofit corporation, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

ROB BONTA, in his official capacity as 
Attorney General of the State of California; 
and DOES 1-25, inclusive, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 2:22-cv-01395-DAD-JDP

Declaration of Jeff Crane in Support 
of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary 
Injunction 

[Filed concurrently with Motion for 
Preliminary Injunction; Appendix of 
Evidence; and Proposed Order] 
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I, Jeffrey S. Crane, state and declare as follows: 

1. I am the President and CEO of the Congressional Sportsmen’s

Foundation (“CSF”), a plaintiff in the above-entitled action. I submit this 

declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary Injunction. The matters 

set forth herein are of my own personal knowledge and, if called upon to do so, I 

could and would competently testify thereto. 

2. CSF is a nonprofit I.R.C. § 501(c)(3) corporation incorporated in

Washington, DC, and is registered and licensed as a charity organization and has 

the right to solicit for charitable contributions in all 50 states, including California. 

3. Founded in 1989, CSF’s mission is to work with Congress, governors,

and state legislatures, including the California State Legislature, to protect and 

advance hunting, angling, recreational shooting and trapping. 

4. CSF provides support and guidance for three distinct caucuses

operating at the Federal and State level. 

5. With nearly 250 members, the bipartisan Congressional Sportsmen’s

Caucus has grown into one of the largest and most effective caucuses in the US 

Congress. The Caucus is the sportsmen’s ally and first line of defense in 

Washington protecting and advancing hunting, angling, recreational shooting and 

trapping. 

6. The Governors Sportsmen’s Caucus is a bipartisan caucus of

governors working to protect and advance the interests of America's sportsmen and 

women, and advance professional fish and wildlife management policy. The 30 

members of the bipartisan Governors Sportsmen’s Caucus facilitate communication 

and information exchange between state executives in support of legislation and 

regulations that protect and advance hunting, angling, recreational shooting and 

trapping. 

7. Forty-nine state caucuses and over 2,000 state legislators are united

under the bipartisan National Assembly of Sportsmen’s Caucuses (“NASC”) 
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umbrella. The NASC facilitates the interaction and idea exchange among state 

caucus leaders and the outdoor community. NASC provides a host of services 

including: providing detailed information on sportsmen’s issues, writing caucus 

press releases, organizing an annual meeting, and coordinating the exchange of 

information and interaction between the individual state caucuses. Through its 

communication network and by fostering interaction among legislators, 

sportsmen’s groups, industry partners, state fish and wildlife agencies and the 

media, NASC provides the foundation structure necessary to protect and advance 

hunting, angling, recreational shooting, trapping, and professional fish and wildlife 

management in state capitols. 

8. Together with the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus, the Governors

Sportsmen’s Caucus, and the National Assembly of Sportsmen’s Caucuses, CSF 

serves an unprecedented network of pro-sportsmen elected officials who advance 

the interests of America’s hunters and anglers. 

9. Among other caucuses in state legislatures across the country, CSF

works closely with California’s Outdoor Sporting Caucus. 

10. As part of its support of the California Outdoor Sporting Caucus, CSF

hosts an annual California Outdoor Sporting Caucus Trap and Skeet Shoot at the 

Yolo Sportsmen’s Club in Davis, California.  This trap shoot features “firearm 

industry members” and is regularly attended by youth shooting groups, along with 

legislators and legislative staff. 

11. CSF also has a history of hosting fundraising events in California, as it

does in many states, that involve firearms and may be attended by minors. 

12. Additionally, CSF supports and has donated to youth camps in

California that focus on sporting skills development and hunter education, such as 

the Kids Outdoor Sports Camp, which hosts ten summer camps each year for youth 

between the ages of nine and seventeen. 
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13. In support of its mission, CSF publishes a quarterly “Outdoor Heritage 

Report” that includes news and updates on hunting and shooting sports, a weekly 

newsletter titled “The Sportsmen’s Voice” with updates on legislation and policy, 

and regularly utilizes social media to share these and other highlights.  

14. These CSF publications regularly contain marketing and advertising 

by “firearm industry members,” as well as articles, photographs, and other media 

discussing and depicting youth engagement in conservation activities, including 

hunting with firearms and the shooting sports. The distribution for these 

publications reaches throughout the nation, including many individuals in 

California. 

15. Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of the Q2 2022 

edition of the “Outdoor Heritage Report.” Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is a true 

and correct copy of the Q1 2022 edition of the “Outdoor Heritage Report.” 

Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy of the September 20, 2021 

edition of “The Sportsmen’s Voice.” 

16. In the normal course of my duties as CSF’s President and CEO, I have 

reviewed and am generally familiar with California Business and Professions Code 

section 22949.80 (“Section 22949.80”), added by California Assembly Bill 2571, 

and amended by Assembly Bill 160. 

17. The codification of Section 22949.80 has caused great concern and 

confusion in our organization, and among CSF’s advertising partners and 

supporters. In view of Section 22949.80, CSF is unsure what can and cannot be 

communicated through its publications. 

18. CSF desires to advertise, market, or arrange for placement of 

advertising or marketing communications related to its programs and events, or the 

programs and events that CSF supports or sponsors, which may depict minors 

engaged in the shooting sports or using firearms and firearm-related products. CSF 

further desires to promote such programs and events by offering or distributing 
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merchandise that may bear words, symbols, cartoons, or other caricatures depicting, 

or in proximity to, firearms and other firearm-related products. CSF is unsure 

whether such communications violate the prohibitions of Section 22949.80. 

19. Although CSF believes that Section 22949.80 is unconstitutional, it

fears that engaging in any advertising or marketing communications where it is 

unclear whether the communications violate Section 22949.80 will result in 

enforcement actions against CSF, and/or expose CSF to liability in private civil 

actions authorized by Section 22949.80, subjecting CSF to substantial monetary 

penalties and other liabilities that could jeopardize CSF’s mission and other lawful 

activities. 

20. CSF has consequently frozen many of our activities and events in

California. For example, due to concerns these activities might conceivably violate 

Section 22949.80’s prohibitions, CSF will no longer be utilizing youth shooting 

groups for catering at our Annual Legislative Trap Shoot, conducting fundraising 

events in California that include raffles and auctions for firearms and are attended 

by youth, or donating to youth camps that focus on sporting skills development or 

hunter education. CSF’s inability to engage in such activities is likely to have a 

substantial negative impact on CSF’s mission in the State of California. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 18th day of October 2022. 

Jeff Crane 
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  SHARE:  

Join Our Email List

Press
Releases

CSF Blog Upcoming
Events

Federal
Policy

State Policy

Featured Article:
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BID TODAY!

CSF News

In the States:

Midwest

Calling the Hogs
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Northeast

Politics Continue to Dictate New Jersey Black Bear Hunt

Southeast

Tennessee Quail Habitat Restoration Project Meets Opposition - Public
Meeting Scheduled

West

Arizona Secures US Fish and Wildlife Service Funding to Support Sport Fish
Stocking Program

Other News:

CSF Job Announcements:
Policy & Communications Coordinator
Brad Rowse Policy Fellow Interns
Event and Development Intern

Registration Now Open for the 18th Annual NASC Sportsman-Legislator
Summit﻿
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Hook and Bullet Soundbites -
Industry news from our friends and neighbors

Pheasants Forever Releases Annual Pheasant Hunting Forecast (Pheasants
Forever)

MassWildlife to Hold Public Hearing on New and Improved Pheasant/Quail
Regulations (Mass.gov)

Deer Season is Big Business in the Lowcountry (Bluffton Today)
 
Kentucky Takes Action to Protect Deer and Elk in the Commonwealth after
a Tennessee Deer Tested Positive for CWD (The Lake News)
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to Explore Relisting the Gray Wolf (Montana
Free Press)

Animal Rights vs Hunters—Who Really Helps Animals? (Forbes)

Donate Now!

Connect with us

 ‌
  ‌
  ‌
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