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  1869-1870 Tenn. Pub. Acts, 2d. Sess., An Act to Preserve 

the Peace and Prevent Homicide, ch. 13, § 1 
7 n.10 002-004 

  1871 Tenn. Pub. Acts 81, An Act to Preserve the Peace 

and to Prevent Homicide, ch. 90, § 1 
8 n.12 005-007 

  General Laws of Texas, ch. XXXIV, §1 (1871) 15 n.31 008-011 

  1874-1875 Acts of Ark., An Act to Prohibit the Carrying 

of Side-Arms, and Other Deadly Weapons, at p. 155,  

§ 1 

7 n.10 012-020 

  1879 Tenn. Pub. Act 135-36, An Act to Prevent the Sale 

of Pistols, chap. 96, § 1 
9 n.15 021-023 

  1881 Ark. Acts 191, An Act to Preserve the Public Peace 

and Prevent Crime, chap. XCVI, § 1-2 
8 n.13 024-026 

  Acts of the General Assembly of Arkansas, No. 96 § 3 

(1881) 
9 n.16 027-029 

  Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia 

(1894)  
6 n.7 030-042 

  An Act providing for the levy and collection of an 

occupation tax . . ., General Laws of Texas, §XVIII 

(1907) 

6 n.8 043-053 
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  BOOKS
1   

  Patrick Charles, Armed in America 152 (2018) 9 n.17 055-058 

  Randolph Roth, American Homicide 184, 185, 297-326, 

386-388, 411-434 (Cambridge: Belknap Press of 

Harvard University Press, 2009)  

4 n.3, 

5 n.4 
059-092 

  R. L. Wilson, The Colt Heritage: The Official History of 

Colt Firearms from 1836 to the Present, at 173 (New 

York: Simon & Schuster, 1979)  

11 n.23 093-095 

  Martin Rywell, Colt Guns 66-67, 84-93 (Harriman, TN: 

Pioneer Press, 1953) 

11 n.23 096-104 

  Sears, Roebuck, and Co. Catalog No. 107, at 365-67 

(1898) 

3 n.2,  

13 n.27 
105-112 

  The Pistol as a Weapon of Defence in the House and on 

the Road: How to Choose It and How to Use It 23 

(1875) 

12 n.25 113-117 

 Thomas Henshaw, The History of Winchester Firearms, 

1866-1992 (Clinton, NJ: Winchester Press, 1993), 13-

19, 23-24, 41, 61 

 

 

 

 

16 n.32, 

16 n.33, 

16 n.34, 

17 n.37, 

18 n.44 

 

498-504 

                                                 
1 The Declaration of Brennan Rivas cites certain books (in their entirety) as 

supplemental references, rather than as direct support for any particular statement in 
her declaration or as a specific basis for her opinions.  See Rivas Decl. ¶¶ 10 n.1, 19 
n.23, 23 n.30,  Accordingly, they are not included here.  These books are:  Graham 
Smith, Civil War Weapons (New York: Chartwell, 2011); Jack Coggins, Arms and 
Equipment of the Civil War (New York: Fairfax Press, 1982); Jim Rasenberger, 
Revolver: Sam Colt and the Six-Shooter that Changed America (New York: 
Scribner, 2020); Joseph G. Bilby, Civil War Firearms: Their Historical Background 
and Tactical Use (Conshohcken, PA: Combined Books, 1996); and Ken Bauman, 
Arming the Suckers: A Compilation of Illinois Civil War Weapons (Dayton, OH: 
Morningside House, 1989). 
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 Frank C. Barnes & Stan Skinner, Cartridges of the World: 

A Complete and Illustrated Reference for over 1500 

Cartridges 11th ed. (Iola, WI: Gun Digest Books, 

2009), 96-97 

16 n.33 505-508 

 William S. Brophy, Marlin Firearms: A History of the 

Guns and the Company that Made Them (Harrisburg, 

PA: Stackpole Books, 1989), 300-301, 307-307 

17 n.38, 

17 n.39, 

18 n.41 

 

509-513 

  LAW REVIEWS AND JOURNALS   

  Brennan Gardner Rivas, The Deadly Weapon Laws of 

Texas: Regulating Guns, Knives, and Knuckles in the 

Lone Star State, 1836-1930, at 161-62 (PhD diss., 

Texas Christian University, 2019)  

6 n.8 119-349 

  Mark Anthony Frassetto, The Myth of Open Carry, 55 

U.C. Davis L. Rev. 2515, 2518-19 (June 2022) 

 

11 n.22 350-379 

  Robert Leider, Our Non-originalist Right to Bear Arms, 

89 Ind. L. Rev. 1587, 1619-20 (2014) 
13 n.28 380-446 

  Stefan B. Tahmassebi, Gun Control and Racism, 2 Geo. 

Mason Univ. Civil Rights L.J. 67, 74-75 (Summer 

1991) 

13 n.28, 
14 n.29 

447-480 

  NEWS ARTICLES   

  “Crime in the South,” Arkansas Democrat (Little Rock, 

Arkansas), June 7, 1879, at 2 
10 n.18 482-483 

  Daily Arkansas Gazette (Little Rock, Arkansas), January 

7, 1883, at 4 
10 n.20, 
10 n.21 

484 

  Daily Arkansas Gazette (Little Rock, Arkansas), May 13, 

1883, at 4 
10 n.20, 
11 n.22 

485 

  Katelyn Brown, “Armed to the Teeth,” Military Images 

33, no. 4 (Autumn 2015), at 32-36 

 

14 n.30 486-490 
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  Newport News (Newport, Arkansas), quoted in Daily 

Arkansas Gazette (Little Rock, Arkansas), April 27, 

1875, at 2 

10 n.19 491 
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boundary line; thence with said ,vanclYillc ancl Che1;tnnt 
Bluff road, in a north-castcm direction, to a point where 
the Haywood and Lauderdale County line crosses said 
road, and that portion of Haywood lying west of said 
line as designated, be stricken off from Haywood and at­
tached to Lauderdale County, ah:o that portion of Thos. 
Le:a's land lying in Haywood County, being· about ten 
acres, be attachod to Lauclcnlalc County. 

SEC. 2. Be -it .furtl1c1· enacted, The public welfare rc­
c1uiring it, that this Act take cffoct from and after its 
passage. 

Passed J unc G, l SiO. 
W. O'N. PERKINS, 

Speaker of th 11 House ol .li'cprcscntatfres. 

.Approycd ,June 17, 1870. 

D. B. THO:\[AS, 
Spea/icr of the Senate . 

D. W. C. SENTER, 
Ooi:cnwr. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

AN ACT to Prcscrrc the Peace and Prcrent llomicille. 

SEC'l'IOX 1. Be it enacted uy the Gcncl'al .Asscmul.lJ of 
lhe State of Tcnncs.sec, That it shall not be lawful for any 

Carryi_ng of person to publicly or priYately carry a tlil'l,, sword-c:1111•, 
a~ms pnvatc- 1::,panish stillct8, belt 01· pocket pistol or revolver. A11y 
lj · person guilty of a violation of this section shall be sub­

ject to presentment or indictment, and on conyiction, shall 

Penalty. 
pay a fine of' not less than ten nor more than fi!'ty dollars, 
and be imprisoned at the discretion of the Court for a 
period of not less than thirty days nor rnol'C than six 
months, and shall give boncl in a smn not exceeding· one 
thousand dollars to keep the peace for the next six months 
after such conviction. 

SEC. 2. Be it fnl'lhcr c11aclecl, That it shall be the duty 
of all pence officers in this State to sec that the first sec­

Duty of olli- tion of this Act is strictly enforced, and if they know of 
ccrs. its violation, i-t is hereby made their dut-y to report the 

same to the Grand ,rury of thcit· county at its next term 
after such violation, who shall proceed to make present-
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rne1.,t without a prosecutor. All Sherill\ Deputy Sheriffs, 
Coroners, Justices of the Peace and Constables shall he 
deemed peace officers um1er the• provisions of this Act. Pcaecoflic'r~. 
If any of the afiwesai<l ofTicers fail or refuse lo perform 
the duties refjuired of focm by the pt·ovisions of this Act, 
they shall be liable to presentment or imlietment, and on Penalty for 
conviction shall be fined not less than ten nor more than ncglcct'g dn­
fif'ty dollars, an<l shall be dismissed from office, arnl shall ty. 
be llisc1ualified from holding snitl office fol' the period of 
their nnexpirecl term. It shall be the llnty of the Grand Dnty ofgr'ml 
,Juries to send for ·witnesses in nll cases whel'e they luwe jmics. 
good reason to believe that the provisions of tl;is Act 
have been violated, nn<l upon satisfactory cyitlencc of.its 
violation, they shall make presentments of the same 
,rithont a prosecutor. It shall be the duty of the Circuit Jmlorcs' dntr. 
and criminal ,Judges nnd all other Judges whose Courts 

O 

• 

have criminal jurisdiction, to give this Act specially in 
charge to the Grand Jury at each term of the Court. 

S1-:u. 3. JJc -it f1tl'lhc1· nwclcd, 'l'hnt the provisions of Otrc . po-
the first section of' this act shall not apply to an officer 01· lic~n~~::, ctl'. 
policeman while bo11afidc engagetl in his oflleial duties ' 
in the execution ot' prnecr-;s, or while searching for or en-
gaged in the arrest of criminals; nor to any person who 
is lw1w.firlc aiding the ollicers of the law 01· others in the 
legal arrest of c1:iminals, 01· in turning them over to the 
proper authorities after arrest; nor to any pe1·son who 
is not on a journey out of their county or State. 

81-:c. 4. JJc it.fnl'lhe1· c1wclccl, It shall be the duty of 
the senral courts in this State to giye this act a liberal Dnty of 
construction, so as to eany ont its true intent and mean- Court~. 
ing. This act to take effect forty days from antl after 
its passuge. 

Passc<l June 11th, 1870. 
"\Y. O'N. PERKINS, 

Spea/;cr of the ]louse of Jleprcsentatfocs. 
D. B. 'l'HO1IAS, 

Speaker of the Senate. 
Approved June lG, 1870. 

D. W. C. SENTER, 
aoi:ernor. 
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SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That this Act take effeet 
from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it. 

Passed December 12, 1871. . 
JAMES D. RICHARDSOX, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN C. VAUGHN, · 

Speaker of the Senate. 
Received 3t Executive Office December 15, 1871, and 

approved December 15, 1871. 
JOHN C. BROWX, 

Governor. 

CHAPTER XC. 

AN ACT to preserve the peace and prevent homicide. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State -of Tennessee, That it shall not be lawful for any Not la~l 

Person to publicly or privately carry a dirk sword cane to carry dirk 
' ' sword cane Spanish stiletto, belt or pocket pistol or revolver other stiletto or .' 

than an army pistol, or such as are commonly carried and pistol.' 
used in the United States Army, and in no case shall it 
be lawful for any person to carry such army pistol pub-
licly or privately about his person in any other manner 
than openly in his hands, and any person guilty of a vio- ?'0d,<lo so a 
I . f th . . f l . t· h 11 b ·1 fm1s meanor at10n o e prov1s10ns o t 11s sec 100, s a e gm ty o 
a misdemeanor, and subject to presentment or indictment, 
and, on mnviction, shall pay a fine of not less than ten, 
nor more than fifty dollars, and may be imprisoned in . 
the county jail not more than three months : P.roviclecl, ProVISo. 
however, the Court may commute the imprisonment alto-
gether, and in lieu thereof, require the person convicted 
to give bond with approved security in not less than the 
sum of five hundren dollars, conditioned that he keep 
the peace for six months after such conviction. 

SEC. 2. Be it further encwtecl, That it shall be the duty 
of all peace officers in the State, including Sheriffs, Dep- D t f 
uty Sheriffs, Constables, Coroners, and J uc;tices of tbe •peace o~'~s 
Peace, to see that the first section of this Act be strictly 
enforced, and it is hereby made their duty to report with-
out delay any violation thereof, to the grand juries of 
their respective counties, and it shall be the duty of the 
grand juries to send for witnesses in all cases where they 
have good reason to believe there has been a violation 

6 

Compendium_Rivas 
Page 006

Case 3:17-cv-01017-BEN-JLB   Document 122   Filed 11/10/22   PageID.10397   Page 11 of 113



82 

thereof, and, upon satisfactory proof, to make present-
ment of the same without a prosecution. , 

SEC. 3. Be it fiirther enacted, That the provisions of 
Not to apply the first section of this Act shall not apply to any officer 
to peace o:lli- or policeman while engaged in the act~ml discharge of 
cers. his official 'duties, nor to any perspn who is on a journey 

out of his county or State. 
SEC. 4. Be it Jnrther enacted, That nothing h1 this 

Construction Act shall be so construed as to operate as a pardon for 
of. any offense heretofore committed, but persons indicted or 

presented for carrying dangerous weapons under the lawe 
now in force, shall be tried under said laws,aml punished 

P~iso. as therein required: Pi·otided, the Courts shall have 
discretionary powers in regard to the imprisonment for 
said offences. 

SEC. 5. Be it fnrther enacted, Thllt this Act shall take 
effect from and after its passage, the pnblic welfai:e re­
quiring it. 

Passed Decembe:t: 14, 1871. 
JAMES D. RICHARDSON,. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN C. VAUGHN, 

Speaker of the Senate. 
Received at Executive Office December 15, 1871, and 

approved Decembei: Hi, 1871. 
JOHN C. BROWN, 

Governor. 

CHAPTER XCI. 

AN A.CT to cliangc tllc county line between the counties of Haw• 
kins and Hamblen, lictween l\Ionroe and Loudon, between :.lleigs 
and J'IIonroe, between \V[!rren aml VanBuren, and between llaw­
kins and Hambkn. 

Coui:i_ty lines · ·SECTION 1. Be it by enacted the General ABsembly of 
betw nHaw- . 

kins and the State of Tennessee, That the county line between the 
Hamblen county of Hawkins and Hamblen be so changed as to 

caati~d. incln<le within the county of Hawkins the entire tracts 
of land that J. "\V. Keele, H.P. McCullough and Thomas 
Moore now reside upon; the assent of said )IeCullough 
and Moore having been exhibited in writing to this Gen­
eral Assembly. 
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GENERAL LAWS. 25 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE ICF.EPING AND DEARIINO. OF DEADLY 
WEAl'ONS, 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by lite Levislature of tlw Stale of 
Te.-r:as, '.1.1hnt any person carrying on or ul:,out hh1 person, sa<ldlo, or 
in his saddle bags, nny pistol, dirk, dagger, slung-shot, sword-cane, 
spear, bmss-knucklo3, bo ., ie-kuifo, or nny other kind of knife manu­
factured or sold for tho pmposcs of offense or defense, unless ho hns 
rensonuble grounds for fearing nn unlawful uttnck on his person, and 
that such ground ot' attack shall ho immediate nnd p1·essing; or 
unless havi11g or cal'l'ying the same on or .about his person for the 
lo.wful defense of the State, as u militiaman in actual ·service, or 11s 
a peace officer or policetJJnn, shall .be guilty of n misdomeenor, and, 
on conviction tho1·col' shall, for tho fir:it offense, be punisl1ed by 
fine of not less than twenty-five nor tnol'C tl111n 0110 hundl'Cd clollnrs, 
and sh ,11 fo1•feit to tho county tho wenJJOII or weapons so found on 
or ahout his person ; and for every s .... bst-qucnt olfense may, in addi­
tion to such fine nn<l forfoiture, Lo in.1irisonecl in the cauuty jnil for 
a term not exceeding sixty duys; :uul in every cnso of fine un•lor 
this section tho fines imposed aml collected shnll go into the trcnsury 
of the cuuuty in which they mny l111ve been imposed; provided, tl111t 
this section 1:1hnll not be so cot1~trnc<l ns to prohibit any person frum 
k0t•pi11g or bearing arms on his 01· her own premises, or nt his or 
her own place of busluess, nor to ptohibit shet·ifls or other revenue 
officers, nml other civil officers, from keeping or bear:ng 111·ms whilo 
engaged in the <li~ct.nrgc of their official duties, nor to prol1ibit pcr­
llOIIS traveling in tho :-tnto fi·om keeping or carrying arms with their 
bnggugo; provided Jurtltcr, thnt members of' the Legislature shall 
not be included undm· tho term "civil officers" ns us1~d i11 this net. 

SEc. 2. Any person charged uudor tho first section of this net, 
who mny olfe1· to prove, by way of <lefonse, that he was in danger of 
nn attack on his person, or unlawful interference with his property, 
slmll be rc11uired to show thu t such danger was immediate and press­
ing, nml was of such 11 nature ns to alarm a person of ordinary 
courngo; nnd tho.t tho weapon so carried was borne openly 1111d not 
concealed beneath the clothing; and if it slmll appear that this <lnn­
gor had its origin in a difficulty first commenced by tho accused, it 
shall not be considered as n legal defense. 

SEC. 3. If any 11erson shull go into any church or religious 
assembly, nny school room, or othm· place whcro persons nro nsscm-
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26 .GENERAL LAWS. 

bled for amusement or for. educntionnl or scientific purposes, or into 
o.ny circus. show, or public exhihition of any kind, or into o. ball 
room, sochil party, or social gathering, or to any clec.ion precinct 
on the duy ol' clays of any election, where any portion of tho people 
of this State are collected to vate ut :my election, or to any other 
-plnco where· people may be assembled to muster; or tCl perform nny 
other public duty, (except as maybe required or pc1mittcil by law,) 
or to any other public assembly, and shall have or carry ubout his 
person o. pistol or other firearm, dirk, dagger, slung shot, sword 
cane, spear, brass-knuckles, bowie-knife, or any other kind of knife 
manufactured und sol<l for tho purposes of offense and <lcfcnso, unless 
an officer of tho peace, ho shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thoroot~ shall, for tho first olfonse, be punished by fine of 
not loss thun fifty, nor more than five hun<lro·l dollars, and shall for­
feit to tho count.y tho weapon or weapons so found on his person ; 
and for every subsequent offense may, in acldition to such fine and 
forfeiture, be imprisoned in tho county jail for a term uct more than 
ninety d:iys. . 

Sr.o. 4. This act shall not apply to, nor be enforced in any 
rounty of tho State, which muy be designated, in :i proclamation of 
the Governor, as a f'ronti..:r county, uml li-blo to incursions of hostile 
Indi1111s. ' 

SEC. 5. All fines collcct:<l under tho JH'OYisions of tliis act shall 
be paid into the treasury of tl.o county, nnil appropriated exclu­
Bi\·oly to tho keeping in repair ,and maintenance of public ruacls, and 
all weapons forfeited to the county under tho provisions of tlii:1 net 
shall be sol<l ns may ho prescribed by tho county court, and tho pro-
ceeds appropriated to the sumo purpmm. ' 

SEC. 6. It shall be the duty of all sheriff:I, constalJles, marshals, 
and their deputies, and all policemen, and other peace ollicers, to ar­
l'est any po1·son Yiolating the first or third sections of this ac.t, a11d 
to take such person immediately 1ioforo a justice of tho peace of tho 
county whore tho offense is C'lmmittNl, or before a mayor or recorder 
of tho town or city in wl1ich the offense is committed, who shall in­
vestigate and tl'y tho c.iso without delay. On ull such trials tho ac­
cused t-hall have the right of o. trial by jury, and of appeal to tho 
district court; but, in case of appeal, tho accused shall be re­
quired to give bond with two or mol'o good an<l sufficient sureties in 11 
sum of w:,t l<'ss than one hundred nor more tlrnn two huudred dol­
lars, if convicted under the first section and in a sum of 11Gt less 
than two hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, if con\'icted 
under tho third section of this net; said bond to be pnynblo to tho 
Stuto of 'fl•xas, and approved by the ma~istmte, and conditioned that 
tho defendant will abide tho judgment of tho district court tlmt may 
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GENERAL LAWS. 27 

be rendered in tl1e ense; nncl in cnse of forfeiture tlie proceedings 
thereon shall bo us is or may be presoribc<l by lnw in similar cases; 
and nll moneys collected on any b)lal or judgment upon tho snmo, 
slmll be paid orcr and appropriate<l ns provided in tho fifth sootion 
of this ·act. 

SEc. 7. Any officer named in tho sixth section of this net who 
shnll )'Pf'uso or foil to nrrest auy pel'SOll ,vhom 110 is requii-e<l to 
nrre,,,t by said section on hi:; own information, or whore kuowleJge 
is conrnyed to him of any violation of the first or third sections 01 
this net,• shall Lo tlismis:;cd from his office on conviction in the 
district court, on iudictmcut or infol'mution, 01· by such other pro­
ceedings or trilmnal us n:ny bo pl'oviucd hy lnw, uml in mkiitiou, 
sha:l bo fine<l in nny :;um not exceeding five hun<ll'C<l dollars, ut 
tho <liscrcticin of tho coul't or jury. 
· SEC. 8. That tho district com-t3 shull hare concul'J'ent jurisclic­
tiou under this act, and it is hereby mudo tho duty of' tho scvcml 
judges of thu 1listrict courts of tliis State to givo this net c:;peciully 
in charge to the graml juries of' their rn.spective counties. · 

SEC. 0. It is hcrehy mn<lo tho <luty of the Governor to puhlish 
this act throu;;hout tho State; an<l this uct shall take effoct urnl be 
in forco from uml nftcl' tI10 expiration of sixty days after its pussugo. 

Approved April •12, 1871. 

C HA 1> T E R X X XV. 

AN ACT '1'0 AU'fIIOUIZE 'IIIE COUXTY COURT Ol!' RODEitTSON COUNTY 

TO LEVY AND COLL1W'f A Sl'J~CIAL 'fAX 11ou 'flnl 'l'EHM O}' TWO 

YEAHS TO BUILD A CuUitT HOUSE AND JAIL IN 'l'IIE CI'rY 01!' CAL­

YE!Vr, THE COUNTY SBAT OF SAW COUNTY. 

SECTION 1. Be it enac/cd by tlw Le9islat11re of tlw Slate of 
1'e.1:as, 'J'lmt the County Court of Ilobe1 t.son cc.unty bo mid tho 
samo ii:! bcrclJy authorizetl lo Jpvy and collect, unuuully, for tl10 term 
of two years, a special ad vulorem tux upon all property, real, per­
sonal and mixed, in said county, not to exct·cd 0110 hulf' of' 0110 per 
certum in ntldition to all general and special tuxes now uuthorizc<l to 
be le,·ied aml collcctc<l hy law, which. tnx i;l111l1 be lcvie<l un<l col­
lecteu tho snmo us other tuxes, un<l shall ho nppropnated nncl paid 
out solely for the pul'poso of building a subslnntinl court house and 
jail ut Calvert, the county sout of Rohe!''son-couuty, 11exns. 
• SEc. 2. 'l1hat this act shall take elfect uu<l be in force from and 
after its pussago. 

Approved April 12, 1871. 
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f "'152 J 

SICTIOII 

ACTS OF ARKANSAS. 

"AN ACT to provide for ftlllnl' townahlp olllcea In the cue of th• CorDl&­
tlon or new townships, and or tlie chance of the boundarJ' line 
between townahh••· 

I. County Court to order new eleotlon; whe11 Governor may appoint. 
2. Term or office. -

Be it enacted by the Genrral Assembly oj the State of Arkansas: 
• SECTION 1. Whenever the County Court of ar:iy county 

in this State shall order the formation of one or 't'nore new 
townships, and such townships shall have been formed, or 
shall change the boundary lines of any of the townshii,s 
in such county, which formation or change shall necessitate 
more or additional township officers, if such necessity shall 
arise more than six months before any general election, 
the County Court shall order an election for such officers, 
to take place within twenty days from the date of such 
formation or change of boundary lines, such election to be 
conducted in conformity with the law providing for special 
elections; Provided, The Governor shall appoint such town­
ship officers if the formation or change of boundary lines 
shall be made less than six months before the. next general 
election. · ·:' 

SEc. 2. The officers elected or appointed in pursuance 
of this act shall hold their offices until the next general 
election, and until their successors are elected and qualified. 

Approved February 12, 1875. 

AN ACT to res•la~ the publication or lesal advertlaementa 111 newapapers. _ . . 
8KCTIOII • 

I. Notice■ to be publ111ied In county newspaper, ' 
2. Newspapen ma, be ,elected bJ' officer, or per,on irhere there 11 more tban ooe. 
3. Where there ii no paper In cou11tJ', certain paper.1 In the State maJ' be aeleotld. 
4. Proof or i,ublleatlon; 1ame not required until ao11ount la paid- . 
5. Officers mu refu•e to publi1h notices, until mone.r la advancG'!J to p&)' ror aame. 
6. Contlietlns law1 repealed, and act in force from p111aae, · · 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General A8sembly of tlte 
State of. Arkansas: That when any legal publicatio~ of. 
any character is required by existing;or future 11!,w.s,(or the 
order of any court, or the provisions of any deed of trust, 
mortgage, or other a,greement, or by any ~tate, coun,ty; 
district, township, or municipal officer) to· be· made by ad­
vertisement in a newspaper pript~d in. this State, it shall 

. be pu~lished m some daily or weekly ne\,\',s­
[ *153 ] *paper _print~d . in. the county wher~ the sujt or 

pr9ceeµ111~ i11 pendjng, or where the. land, prop-.. 
erty, or subject of the proceeding or public~ti_on i.~ .situ­
ated ; Provided, There be any newspaper P.rmted 111 the 
county having a bona fide circulation therein1 which sh~ll 
have been regularly published in said countr tor the period 
of one month next before the date of the first publication 
of said advertisement. · . · . 

Compendium_Rivas 
Page 013

Case 3:17-cv-01017-BEN-JLB   Document 122   Filed 11/10/22   PageID.10404   Page 18 of 113



; . _.·. ,·· .. 

ACTS OF ARKANSAS. 158 

Szo. 2. H there be more than one such newspaper _P.Ub­
lished in a county, then the officer, litigant, or indini:lual 
(or the attorney of record, or agent of such person),whose 
duty it is to cause or direct such publication, may select 
any newspaper authorized by the proviso to section one 
hereof aa the medium of pubbcation of auch advertisement. 

SEo. S. If there be no such newspaper printed in a 
county, and there be occasion for publishing any such legal 
advertisement, then the person whose duty it is to cause 
~uch publication to be made as aforesaid, may select any 
newspaper printea in this State, and having a circulation 
therAin, which is duly authorized to publish the same. 

SEo. 4:· · The. affidavit of any editor, publisher, or pro­
prietor, or the· principal aqcountant of any newspaper, au­
thorized by this act to publish legal advertisements, to the 
effect that a ~egal adverti~ement nas been pub!i~1ied. i11 h!a 
pa~r. for the length of 11 ... ~, and number,9f msertions it 
·has been. publishea, with a priht~d., copy of euch. advertise­
ment appended thereto, subacnbed before any officer of 
this .·state autho,-ized to administer; oaths, shaU J>e the· 'evi­
den~e o.f the '·publi~lion "thereof, as therein set forth; Pro­
vid~d; .'fhat no e':1itor, publisher, Pl'9Pri.~tor, or principal 
accounta~t of~ ne'\Yspaper shall be reqmred to make su·cJJ 
aflldavit ~r deliver auch proof of .publicatiou to the' penon 
ordering t~e saici advertisement published, uniil ihe coat of 
said afflifavi~ and the le$'9l printer•~ fee therefor shall ~,ve 
been f1ret paid. The. pnnter's receipt fQr the co11t of proof 
and '.fee for pri~ting eliall be attacbea to such proof of pub­
lication, and the an1ount thereof shall be' taxed and col­
lected ·as other costs of the case. 
· SE.o. 6. Any- officer who levies on goods or chattels, 

lands or tenementa, or is charged with the duty of selling 
the aame by virtue of any writ of execution, may refuse to 
publish a notiee of sale thereof by advertisement 
10 a newspa_1>8r, until the party for *whose benefit [ *154] 
such execution issued, bis agent or attorney, shall 
udvance to such offic~r so m!Jch money as shall be sufficient 
to.discharge 'the legal fees of the pdnter for publishing 
such notice. · 

SEO. 6. The act approved May thirtieth (80th), one 
thousand eight bundrea and seventy-four (1874), entitled 
·"An act to regulate the publication of legal notices," and 
sections four thousand and thirty-one (4081), four thousand 
and thirty-two (4082), four thousand thirty-three (4088), 
four thou~and and thirty-four (4084), and four thousand 
and thirty-five (4085) of Gantt's Digest, and all other laws 
-0r parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this act 

10 
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155 ACTS OF ARKANSAS. 

are hereby repealed, and this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after it.a passage. 

Approved February 15, 1875 . 

. AN ACT to delln• and aake more perfeet th• line between lbl eoHdN of Baxter. 
Iurd and Fallon. 

SsOTJo• · 
J. BonndarJ line ducrlbed. 
2. Conftlctlq law, repealed, and lhi1 act in force &om Da•ue. 

Be it enacted° by the 'General .Assembly of the State of .Arkansas: 
SECTION 1. That section one of an a~t entitled "An act 

to create the county of Baxter and for other pur~sea," 
passed March 24, 1873, be amen4ed so as to read .aa follows: 

Beginnfog pn the State line in- the mi4dle of townabip 
twenty-one ~21)· range eleven (11) west, at.the point.wl!ere 
the section hne batween section fifteen (15) and ie~tlon 
sixteelJ (16) of said township strikes said State line; thence 
west J)y said Staie line to the point where the .. line 'dividt.s 
rang~a fourteen (1-1) and fifteen (15); thence eouth by aaia 
line eight · miles to section line between twenty-four (24) 
and twenty-five (25) of towneh.ip twenty (20), range fifteen 
(15}; thence west b_.y eaid section line to the middle of th~ 
mam channel of White· river; thence 4own eaid river by 
the me"nderin1ts thereof to the mou~h of Buffalo Fork; 
thence tip ~i.d Buffalo Fork to a point where the line di­
viding range thirteen (13) and fourteen (14) leavea '"id last 
named river; thence south by said line fo the township 

. . line dividing townships ~fteen (15) and aist:9en 
[ *155.] (16); thence east by said hoe to the range *ho~, 

aividing ranges twelve (12) and . thirtee.n (1$); 
thence north to the. township line dividi~ townebipa six­
teen (16) and seventeen (17); thence east bJ said line to the 
line dividing 'taµgea eleven (ll)and t~elve 12) .west; thence 
uorth to where the township line, dividing townships 
seventeen (17) and eighteen (18) crosses the same; tllence 
east by said lirie to the point on said line where.the section 
line between section thirty-three (38) .nd section thirty­
four (34) joins it in township eighteen (18) north, range 
eleven (11) west; thence north by said line dividing town­
ship• eighteen (18), nineteen (19), twenty (20), and twenty­
one (21), raoge eleven (11), in the middle, to the Missouri 
State line. · . 

SEc. 2. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with 
the provisions of this act be and they are hereby repealed, 
and that this act take effect and be in force from and after­
its 1,assage. 

Approved February 16, 1875. 
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ACTS OF ARKANSAS. 156 

AN Af!f entltlecl an ae& to proldlll\. the earr,in1 of 1lde-va1, ncl dller lleedi, 

SaOTJa• 
weapou, 

1. Penalt, for ~lq weapoDli HM.PtiODI to -·· 
2. DilP«!Al of lnu colledecl uaer thll ae&. 
3, Pe11alt1 or lutl- of the Peace for 11on-obllrn11ce of thll act. 
f, P111alt, 011 other ollloen. 
5. Co111ietlq law, repealed aad thla ae\ iD force 11l11et, dart .it.r .....-. 

Be it enacted by 'the General Assembly of the State of .Arkansas: 
SECTION 1. That any person who shall wear or carry 

any ,Pistol of any kind whatever, or any dirk, botcher or 
bow,e knife, or a sword or a l,pear in a cane, braB8 or metal 
knock!, or razor, as a weapon, shall be adjudged goiJty of 
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, in the county 
in which said offense shall have been committed, shall be 
fined in any sum not less than twenty-five nor more than 
one hundred dollal'P, to be recovered by presentment or 
indictment in the Circuit Court, or before any Ju1tice of 
the Peace of the county wherein such offense shall have 

. been committed ; Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall be so construed aa to prohibit any penon-wearing or 
carrying any weapon aforesaid on his own premises; or to 
prohibit persons traveling through the country ,carrying such 
weapons while on a journey with their bag~, or 
to prohibit any officer of the law wearing or car- [ •t~6 ] 
ryiog 1uch weapons when engaged in th~ discharge 
of b1a official duties, or any person summoned liy any soch 
officer to assist in the execution of any legal proceBS, or any 
·private person legally authorized to execute any legal pro­
ceee to tiim directed. 

810. 2. That the fines collected by an1 officer, under 
and by virtue of this act, shall be immediately paid into 
the county treasury by the officer collecting the·same2 and 
he shall take from the Treasurer duplicate rece!pts there­
for, one of which he shall file in the Clerk's office of hie 
county; and the County Treasurer shall hold the fines col­
lected and paid over 88 aforesaid 88 part and parcel of the 
.s-~hool fund of his county, and shall be responsible on hie 
official bond for the safe-keeping and disbursement of the 
same. 

SEo. 8. That any Justipe of th~ Peace in this State, 
who, from his own knowledge or from legal information 
received, knows, or hae reasonable grouuds to believe, any 
person guilty of the offense in section one, of this act de­
scribed, and shall fail or refuse to proceed against auch 
person, shall be adjudged guilty of a 11onfe88ance in office, 
and upr,n conviction thereof sllall be fined in any sum not 
less than twenty-five nor more than three hundred dollars, 
to be recovered by presentment or indictment in the Circuit 
Court of the couuty wherein such oft'ense shall have been 
committed, and shall moreover be removed from office. 
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157 ACTS ·OF ARKANSAS. 

8Bo, 4. That any 81,eriff, Coroner, Constable, or any 
police officer, of any city in this State, who may hava per­
sonal knowledge of the ·commission of the offense, in the 
first section of this act described, and shall fail or .refqse to 
arrest such offender and bring him to trial, ehall be ad. 
judg~ guilty of a nonfeasance in offi~, a.nd UP!?D convl~­
tion thereof, shall be punished as provided for Justices of 
the Pe~e in the foregoing section of this act, , 

Ssc. 5. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with 
this act are hereby repeal~d, and that this act take effect 
and be in force ninety days after its passage. 

Approved February 16, 1875. 

( ~157 l 0 " AN A Ct to enoour .. e Mlnla1. and Ma111lfaoturlD1 In tbe State ot. Ar-
. UDIU," ". 

PIIAIIBLI, 
Saor1~ . . · 

I. What ca_pltal ma:r be esempt rrom tuaU011; limit; bow old oorporatlo111 ma, 
• · · · '"""• bea,atot aot. . . . , · · 

2. Statement ~olrecl bt peno111 wllbl111 to anll tbem■el yea of pr0Yl1lo111 of act; d•u ot Allellor. · · , · 
3. ProoNcll1111 wla•• Au•■or bellen■ property ii not ~lit esempt ucllr'aet, . 
t. Act 111 toree fro• ,......, . 

JVBBREAP."The Constitution of the State. of Ar.kaosa11, 
article te!:i, section three, provides that the. General ABBem­
bl:f may, by general.law, exempt from taxation for a term 
of seven years from the ratification of said. Constitution; 
the capital . invested in any and all kinds of minirg and 
manufacturing business in this State, under such regula­
tions and restrictione as may be prescribed by law ; there-
fu~ ... 
Be it enacted by the General, Assembly of the Staie.of Arkansas: 

S.10T10N 1. All ca~ital which is or may hereafter be 
invested •vd exclusively used in the manufacture of.cotton 
and woolen ~ode, yl;\rn, farming impl~ments, tanneries, 
cotton seed 011, in mining and smelting furnaces, shall be 
exe~pt from taxation for a period of seven years from and 
after the thirtieth day of October, ei~hteen hundred and 
seventy-four, the date of the ratification of said Constitu­
tion; Providtd, That .the capital invested in such manu­
facturing establishments shall exceed two thousand dol­
lars ~82,000); and, Provided further, That no person, CQr­
poration or compan,Y having prior to the paesage of this 
act, invested capital m any such manufacturing enterprise 
in this State shall be entitled to the exemption herein pro­
vided for, unless the capital stock so invested shall be in­
creased twenty-five per centum of its value, as determined 
by the last annual assessment. 

SEo. 2. All {>ersoos desiriug to avail tbemtielves of the 
provisions of this act shall annually, at the time provided 
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ACTB. OF ARKANSAS. 168 

d:>y law for the assessment of real · and personal property 
throughout the State, present to the :AsseBBor_ of the county 

· where said capital is so used, :a list of the property souglit 
to be exempted, together with a sworn statement of at lea.et, 
two persons, that the said property is actually engaged and 
exclusively used in manufacturing or mining, as aforesaid. 
The Assessor shall, thereupon, assess the said property 
in the usual manner, makmg a note upon the 
mar-*gin of the assessment-books of said exemp- [ *158 ] 
tioo, and file the sworn statement in .the office of 
the County Clerk, whereupon the property i,n said list shall 
be exempt froDi an taxes for the current year. 

SEc. 8. · Whenever any Assessor shall be of opinion that 
the property.claimed as exem~tfrom taxation is really not so 
exempt, he shall give notice m writing to the person, com­
pany _or corporation, or to th~ir supel'intend·ent, that he will 
apply to the County Court, ten days or more after the eer­
vi~e ~f t~e n~tice, ~or le~ve to c,1,nceJ such. ex~mption, or 
so much thereof as 1s stlbJect to taxation;· and 1f, upon tlie 
hearing, the court shall be of the opinion that the property 
is not exempt from ta~_atioli within: the meaning and intent 
of this act, it may order the Aeseseor to ·cancel such ex­
emption, or so much thereof as is in the opinion ~f the 
court subject to taxation, and the tax as originally assessed 
as. hereinbefore provided, together with. fifty per centum 
penalty and.the cost~ of the suit, shall be collect~d as ot?er 
taxes are,. 

Seo. 4; · This act shall take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage. · 

Approved February 16, 1875. 

SICTIOII 
AN ACT to protect the culture of Fhb, 

1, Penalt:, for taklnr llah (rom prlnte 11onde, without owners' consent, 
2. Owner mast alve notice of hie Intention to cultivate llah, 
3, Act in force from pa.ee1111e, . . 

Be it enacted by the G~neral Assembly o_f the State .of Arkansas : 
SECTION 1. That 1f any person shall take fish from any 

inclosed or artificial Jake or pond of water belonging to 
any other person, without the consent of the owner, he 
shall be deemed guilty of a miedem(,anor, and upon con­
viction thereof shall be fined in the sum of one hundred 
dollars, or be imprisoned in the county.jail not more than 
thirty day~. 

SEc. 2. That before any person shall ha, e the benefit of 
thi1J act, he shall first ~ive notice of his intention to breed 
or cultivate fish in said inclosed or artificial lake or pond 
of water; he shall post up three or more notices 
in the precinct of said incloeed or *artificial lake [ *159 ] 
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160 ACTS OF ARKANSAS. 

or pond of water of hie intention, warning all persons not .., 
to take fish from the same. 

S:sc. 8. Thie act take effe Jt and be in force from and 
after its passage. . 

Approved February 16, 1875. 

AN ACT to prevent lotterlea in thi1 State. 
SaoTJo:ir. 

1. Penalty for keepiq an ollc• for the Hllin1 of lottery Ucketl. 
2, Penalt:r for aelhna.■ame, 
3. Act in force alzt7 d1111 from pauase. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Arkansas : That any person or pel'Bone shall here­
after keep an office, room or place for the sale or disposi­
tion of lotter,r tickets, gift concert tickets or like devices 
in this State, he, 11he or they shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and liable to indictment, and, on conviction 
for such offeQse, shall be :fined in a sum not less than fifty 
dollars ($50), nor more than five, hundred d1,llars ($500); 
wiih costs of prosecution. 

SEc. 2. If any person shall vend, sell, or otherwise dis­
pose of any lottery ticket, gift conce~ ticket, or like device 
in this State, he, she or the1 shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and liable to rndictment, and, on conviction 
thereof, fined in a sum not lees than fifty dollars ($50), nor 
more than five hundred dollars ($500), and shall stand com­
mitted to jail until the fine and costs are paid . 

. Sxc. 3. Thie act ehall be in force and take. effect sixty 
days after its passage. 

Approved February 17, 1875. 

{ q160 l q AN ACT to re1ulate the colleatlou or count,_ taxes for the ,ear elsht"u 
launclred and 1event1-foar (11174). 

SICTIOII . 
1. Collectors prohibited from collectln1 mon than one per cent. for coant, pur­

pose,; certain countie■ excepted. 
I. Collectors to make reduction on tas-booka where e:i:ce■■ la !Hied and to ha'l'e 

credit for ■ame. 
3. Act in force from paHace, and conftlcUn1 aotl repealed. 

Be it P.nacted by the Gene>"alAssembly of tlie State of Arkansas: 
SECTION 1. That the collectors of the several counties 

of this State be and are hereby prohibited from collecting 
more than one-half of one per cent. for general county 
purposes, or more than one-half of one per cent. to pay 
10debtedness existing at the time of the ratification of the 
present Constitution of the State, being in all one per 
cent. of the assessed valuation of the property of the 
county; Provided, That the counties of Pulaski, Dorsey, 
Crittenden, Lonoke, Lawrence, Lincoln, Van Buren and 
Perry be excepted from the provisions of this Slit. 
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ACTS· OF ARKANSAS. 161 

Ssc. 2. That should the tax-books of any county when 
turned over to the Collector, show that more than one per 
centum has ·been levied for county purposes, the Collector 
of such county is hereby directed· and required to make 
the reduction in his settlement with the taxpayer, and the 
County· Courtl are hereby required to give such Collector 
or Collectors credit for such reduction in the final settle­
ment with the County Courts. 

Ssc. 3; That this act take effect. and be in force from 
and after its passage, and all acts and parts of acts in con-
Sict with this act be and are repealed. . 

Approved February 19, 1875. 

AN ACT &o rellen tll, taspa"l'I or tbla State, and ,ur,e■d tbe eaforoem111t of tli1 
eollectlo11 of ta:111 for tbe Jean el1bte111 bandrecl and NHDtJ-tb?ff nm> 
and elsbtND bandred and 1n1nt:,-f.isr \1117,). 

P•OYJIO. 
8SOTI01' 

1. Sal• of propert:, Cor 11011-pa:,m,nt of taxu 1a1pendtd. 
2. Sberll', and Collector1 reqalrtd to tile d11lngaent l11t1 wltb tbe Coant, Clerk. 
3. DtllDqlllDt llatl of 18i3 and 187' to be lncladed 111 tu-book1 for 1875, witb PID· 

all:, of tlfteln per eentam. 
,. Coallletlnr aet11a1pend.ct, and tbl■ act In force for 0111 ,ear, 

W BBRBAS, · The people are in a bankrupt.and im­
poveriibed *condition, brought about by the enor- [ *161 ] 
moue taxes unjustly imposed upon them for the 
last fl. ve ( 5) years ; and, · 

Weuus, In consequence of the extreme dry weather 
the crops are unusually short, and in many parts of the 
State almost an entire failure, and the people are unable to 
i>_ay their taxes; therefore, 
Be it enacted by the General .Assembly of the State of .Arkansas: 

. 81CTION 1. That the sale of all property, both personal 
and·rea], for the non-payment of taxes· for the years eigh­
teen hundred and seventy-three (1873) and eighteen hun­
dred and se,·enty-four (1874) be and the same are hereby 
suspended for the period of one year from and after the 
thirty-first (31st) day of March, eighteen hundred and sev­
enty-five (1875), and the several Sheriffs and Collectors of 
reYenue are hereby restrained from making sales of prop­
erty, either personal or real, for said period of one year, for 
the non-payment of taxes for the years eighteen hundred 
and eetenty-three (1873) and eighteen hundred and seventy­
four (1874). 

8£0. 2. That if any person or persons shall fail to pay 
their taxes for the years eighteen hundred and seventy­
three (187-'I) and eighteen hundred and seventy-four (1874), 
within the time now prescribed by law, it shall be the duty 
of the Sherifts and Collectors of the several counties to 
make out a true and perfect list of such delinquent taxes, 
and file the same in the office of the County Clerk of the 
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L 135 J 

CHAPTER XCV. 

AN ACT to change the day in which the Criminal Docket shall be 
taken up for l\1arshall County, Tennessee. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Tennessee, That an Act passed March 22nd, 1877, 
entitled, "An Act to repeal the Act establi8hing a Crim­
inal Court in the counties of Williamson, Maury, Giles 
and Marshall," be so amended that Section 5 of said Act 
shall hereafter read, that the Criminal Docket shall be 
taken up on the second Monday of the term of court, in­
stead of the first Thursday of the term, as heretofore fixed 
by said Act, and that the second Monday of the term shall 
be the day on which the criminal part of said term of 
court shall commence for said Marshall County hereafter. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That this Act take ef­
fect from and after its passage, the public welfare re­
quiring it. 

Passed March 14, 1879. 
H. P. FOWLKES, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Approved March 17, 1879. 

J. R. NEAL, 
Speaker of the Senate. 

ALBERTS. MARKS, 
Governor. 

CHAPTER XCVI. 

AN ACT to Prevent the Sale of Pistols. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General AssP-mbly of 
the State of Tenne.ssee, That it shall be a misdemeanor for 
any person to sell, or offer to sell, or to bring into the 
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State for the purpose of selling, giving away, or other­
wise disposing of belt or pocket pistols, or revolvers, or any 
other kind of pistols, except army or navy pistol; Pro-

S"!9af plsto1avided that this Act shall not be enforced against any per-
fodlidllen. sons now having license to sell such articles until the 

expiration of such present license. 
SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That any person guilty 

of a violation of this Act, shall be subject to presentment 
or indictment, and on conviction, shall pay a fine of not 

Peaali¥, less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dollars, 
and be imprisoned at the discretion of the court. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Criminal and Circuit Judges, and other Judges 

Jttdges to whose courts have criminal jurisdiction, to give this Act 
ellage. specially in charge to the grand jury at each term of the 

court. 
SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 

of the grand juries to send for witnesses, in all cases where 
, they have good reason to believe, that the provisions of 

pe'!~ Ju r Y this Act have been violated. And upon satisfactory evi­
dence of its violation, they shall make presentments of the 
same without a prosecutor. 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That all laws and parts 
of laws in conflict with this Act be, and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That this Act shall take 
effect from and after its passage, the public welfare re­
quiring it. 

Passed March 14, 1879. 
H.P. FOWLKES, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
J. R. NEAL, 

Speaker of the Senate. 
App~oved March 17, 1879. 

ALBERT S. MARKS, 
Governor. 

CHAPTER XCVII. 

AN ACT to amend the Law Taxing Wagons. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State· of Tennessee, That sub-Section 38 of Section 553a 
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ACTS OF ARKANSAS. 191 

buildings and grounds shall hereafter be used excltii,ively for 
State purposes, the title to the same being in the State. 

SEc. 2. That this act take effect and be in force thirty days 
-after its passage, allowing that time for said county to vacate 
:said rooms, &c. 

Approved, April 1st, 1881. 

No. XCVI. 

• AN ACT To Preserve the Public Peace and Prevent Crime. 

'bECTION 

I Carrying of certain weapons constituted a misdemeanor; proviso, excepting 
officers, and persons journeying. 

2 Carrying such weapons otherwise than in the hand, a misdemeanor. 
3 Selling or disposing of such weapons, a misdemeanor. 
4 Violation of act punish~ble by fine from $,50 to $200. 
5 Justices of the Peace knowing of violations of provisions of act and refusing 

to proceed, to be· fined and re>noved. 
6 Same penalty denounced any other officer knowing of Stich offense. 
·7 Violators of act how proceeded against. 
8 Conflicting laws repealed; act in force 90 days alter passage. 

Eeit enacted by the General Assernbly of the State of Arkansas: 

SECTION 1. That any person who shall wear or carry, in 
any manner whatever, as a weapon, any dirk or bowie knife, 
·or a sword, or a spear in a cane, brass or metal knucks, 
razor, or any pistol of any kind whatever, except such pistols 
as ai:e used in the army or navy of . the United States, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor ; Provided, That officers, whose duties 
req.uire them to make arrests, or to keep and guard prisoners, 
·together with the persons summoned by such officers, to aid 
them in the discharge of such duties, while actually engaged 
in such duties, are exempted from the provisions of this act. 
P1·ovided, further, That nothing in this act be so construed as 
to prohibit any person from carrying any weapon when upon s. 

journey, or upon his own premises. 
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192 ACTS OF ARKANSAS. 

SEC. 2. Any person, excepting such officers, or persons on 
a journey, and on his premises, as are mentioned in section one 
of this act, who shall wear or carry :my such pistol as in [is] 
us.ed in the army or navy of the United States, in any manner­
except uncovered, and in his hand, shall be deemed guilty of a, 

misdemeanor. 
SEC. 3. Any person who shaJ.l sell, barter or exchange, or­

otherwise dispose of, or in any manner furnish to any person 
any person any dirk or bowie knife, or a sword or a spear in a 
cane, brass or metal knucks, or any pistol, of any kind whatever, 
except such as are used in the army or navy of the United 

• States, and known as the navy pistol, or any kind of cartridge, 
for any pistol, or any person who shall keep any such arms or 
cartridges for sale, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor . 

. SEC. 4. Any person convicted of a violation ot any of the 
provisions of this act, shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars. 

SEC. 5. Any justice of the peace in this State, who, from 
his own know]c·dge, or from legal information, knows, or has 
reasonable grounds to believe, any person guilty of the viola­
tion of the pr~visions of this act, and shall fail or refuse to 
proceed against such person, shall be deemed guilty of a non­
feasance in office, and upon conviction thereof, shall be pun­
ished by the same fines and penalties as provided in section 
four of this act, and shall be removed from office. 

SEC. 6. Any officer in this State, whose duty it is to make 
arrests, who _may have personal knowledge of any person car­
rying arms contrary to the provisions of this act, and shall fail 
or refuse to arrest such person and bring him to trial, shall be 
punished, as provided in section four of this act. 

SEc. 7. All persons violating any of the provisions o{ this 
act may be prosecuted in any of the courts of this State, hav­
ing jurisdiction to try the same. 

SEC. 8. All laws or parts of laws, in conflict with the pro­
visions of this act are hereby repealed, and this act to take 
effect and be in force ninety days after its passage. 

Approved, April 1st, 1881. 
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ACTS OF ARKANSAS. 191 

buildings and grounds shall hereafter be used excltii,ively for 
State purposes, the title to the same being in the State. 

SEc. 2. That this act take effect and be in force thirty days 
-after its passage, allowing that time for said county to vacate 
:said rooms, &c. 

Approved, April 1st, 1881. 

No. XCVI. 

• AN ACT To Preserve the Public Peace and Prevent Crime. 

'bECTION 

I Carrying of certain weapons constituted a misdemeanor; proviso, excepting 
officers, and persons journeying. 

2 Carrying such weapons otherwise than in the hand, a misdemeanor. 
3 Selling or disposing of such weapons, a misdemeanor. 
4 Violation of act punish~ble by fine from $,50 to $200. 
5 Justices of the Peace knowing of violations of provisions of act and refusing 

to proceed, to be· fined and re>noved. 
6 Same penalty denounced any other officer knowing of Stich offense. 
·7 Violators of act how proceeded against. 
8 Conflicting laws repealed; act in force 90 days alter passage. 

Eeit enacted by the General Assernbly of the State of Arkansas: 

SECTION 1. That any person who shall wear or carry, in 
any manner whatever, as a weapon, any dirk or bowie knife, 
·or a sword, or a spear in a cane, brass or metal knucks, 
razor, or any pistol of any kind whatever, except such pistols 
as ai:e used in the army or navy of . the United States, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor ; Provided, That officers, whose duties 
req.uire them to make arrests, or to keep and guard prisoners, 
·together with the persons summoned by such officers, to aid 
them in the discharge of such duties, while actually engaged 
in such duties, are exempted from the provisions of this act. 
P1·ovided, further, That nothing in this act be so construed as 
to prohibit any person from carrying any weapon when upon s. 

journey, or upon his own premises. 
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192 ACTS OF ARKANSAS. 

SEC. 2. Any person, excepting such officers, or persons on 
a journey, and on his premises, as are mentioned in section one 
of this act, who shall wear or carry :my such pistol as in [is] 
us.ed in the army or navy of the United States, in any manner­
except uncovered, and in his hand, shall be deemed guilty of a, 

misdemeanor. 
SEC. 3. Any person who shaJ.l sell, barter or exchange, or­

otherwise dispose of, or in any manner furnish to any person 
any person any dirk or bowie knife, or a sword or a spear in a 
cane, brass or metal knucks, or any pistol, of any kind whatever, 
except such as are used in the army or navy of the United 

• States, and known as the navy pistol, or any kind of cartridge, 
for any pistol, or any person who shall keep any such arms or 
cartridges for sale, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor . 

. SEC. 4. Any person convicted of a violation ot any of the 
provisions of this act, shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars. 

SEC. 5. Any justice of the peace in this State, who, from 
his own know]c·dge, or from legal information, knows, or has 
reasonable grounds to believe, any person guilty of the viola­
tion of the pr~visions of this act, and shall fail or refuse to 
proceed against such person, shall be deemed guilty of a non­
feasance in office, and upon conviction thereof, shall be pun­
ished by the same fines and penalties as provided in section 
four of this act, and shall be removed from office. 

SEC. 6. Any officer in this State, whose duty it is to make 
arrests, who _may have personal knowledge of any person car­
rying arms contrary to the provisions of this act, and shall fail 
or refuse to arrest such person and bring him to trial, shall be 
punished, as provided in section four of this act. 

SEc. 7. All persons violating any of the provisions o{ this 
act may be prosecuted in any of the courts of this State, hav­
ing jurisdiction to try the same. 

SEC. 8. All laws or parts of laws, in conflict with the pro­
visions of this act are hereby repealed, and this act to take 
effect and be in force ninety days after its passage. 

Approved, April 1st, 1881. 
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18 PART I.-TITLE 2.-TAXES AND PUBLIC DEBT. 

General Tax Act for 1895 and 1896. 

TITLE II. 

_ TAXES AND PUBLIC DEBT. 

·ACTS. 

General Tax Act for 1895 and 1896. 
Creation of Sinking Fund to Retire State Bonds .. 
M,urner of Entering on Digest Names of Colored Tax-payers. 

(,E~ERAL TAX ACT FOR 1895 AND 1896. 

No. 151. 

An Act to levy and collect a tax for the support of the State gov­
ernment and the public institutions, for educational purposes in 
iustructiDg children in the elenwntary branches of an English 
education only; to pay the interest on the public debt, and to pay 
maimed Confederate soldiers and widows of Confederates such 
amounts as are allowed them by law for each of the fiscal years 
eighteen hundred and ninety-fi,·e and eighteen hundred and 
ninety-six; and to prescribe what persons, professions, and prop­
erty are liable to taxation; to prescribe the methods of receiving 
and collecting said taxes; to prescribe the method of ascertain­
ing the property of this State Rubject to taxation; prescribe 
additional questions to be propounded to tax-payers, and to pro­
vide penalties and forfeitures for non-payment of taxes, and for 
other purposes. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
~J~;'i~~em Georgia, That the Governor be authorized and empowered, with the 
tax. assistance ot the Comptroller-General, to assess and leyy a tax on 

the taxable property of this State for each of the fiscal years eigh-
teen hundred and ninety-five and eighteen hundred and ninety­
six of two mills and r30°0 ths of a mill, and the Governor be, and is, 
hereby authorized and empowered, by and with the assistance of 

Ad valo- the Comptroller-General, to assess and levy, in addition to the fore­
!~i:'~f;~~~ going general State tax, a tax of one mill and one-half of a mill 
poses. for each of the years eighteen hundred and ninety-five and eigh-
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PART !.-TITLE 2.-TAXES AND PUBLIC DEBT. 

General Tax Act for 1895 and 1896. 

teen hundred and ninety-six on all of the taxable property of this 
State, for the purpose of raising the funds necessary to meet the 
appropriations of this General Assembly for educational purposes 
in instructing children in the elementary branches of an English 
-educ::ition only. 

SEC. II. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That, in Specific 
d 1. . l d l l . d 1 taxes. a c 1t10n to t 1e a va orem tax on rea estate an persona prop-

-erty, as required by the Constitution and provided for in the pre­
<:eding section, the following specific taxes shall be levied and col­
lected for each of said fiscal years eighteen hundred and ninety-
five and eighteen hundred and ninety-six. 

19 

First.-Upon each and every male inhabitant of the State, be- Poll tax. 
tween the ages of twenty-one and sixty years, on the days fixed for 
return of property for taxation, a poll tax of <me ($1) dollar, which 
shall be for educational purposes in instructing children in the 
-elementary branches of an English education only; p1·ovided, this ~~ii~E-~m 
tax shall not be demanded of blind persons, nor of crippled, poll tax. 

maimed, or disabled Confederate soldiers, relieved of such taxes 
under and by authority of an Act approved July 23, 1883. 

Second.-U pon every practitioner of law, medicine, or dentistry, Lawyers, 
presidents of each of the banks of the State, each agent or firm a~~W;f~. 

. . 1 d h . I r h 'd f I fco,pora-uegotiatrng oans an c argrng t 1ere1or, t e pres1 ents o eac 1 o tion presi-
h 'J d · 'd f h f I l I dents loan t e rm roa compames, pres1 ents o eac o t 1e expre,,s, te egrap 1, agents, etc. 

telephone, electric light, and gas companies doing business in this 
State, and in case the presidents of any s11Ch companies do not re-
side in this State, then, in such case, upon the ;;uperintendent or 
general agent of such companies who may reside in •this State, ten 
($10) dollars, and no muuicipal corporation or county authorities 
shall levy any additional tax on said professions either as a license 
fee or otherwise. · 

T hfrd.-Upou every daguerrean, ambrotype, photographic, and P~,tgic 
similar artist, ten ($10) dollars in each county in which they m:iy !,tfsts. 
-carry on business; provided, this tax shall not be required of any ex- Exemption 
Confederate soldier. 

Foul'lh.-U pon every person carrying on the business of anc-~e~~-tion­
tioneer, for pay or compensation, twenty-five ($25) dollars for each 
-county in which they may carry on such busiuess. 

Fift.h.-U pon every keeper of a pool, billiard, or bagatelle table, fl;;ttf1_
01 

kept for public use, whether in a bar-room, hotel, or other public ~:~~ieli~ 
place, twenty-five ($25) dollars for each table. tables. 

Sixth.-U pon every keeper of anv other table, stand, or place KceJ?ers of 
for the prrformance of any game or 'play; and upon the keeper oftf~~~~etc. 
any flying-horses, or any other game or play, unless kept for exer-
cise or amusement not prohibited by law, and not kept for gain, 
<lil'ectly or indirectly, twenty-five ($25) dollars in each county. 
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20 PART !.-TITLE 2.-TAXES A:ND PUBLIC DEBT. 

General Tax Act for 189.i and 1896. 

~~:~rl~sof Sevenlh.-Upon f'Very keeper of a ten-pin alley, or alley of like 
alley,, etc. character, kept for public play, and upon every keeper of a shooting­
Shoot\ng gallery, twenty-five ($25) dollars for each place of business. 
galleries. E" hth U ] " d f' · 'i_q .- pon every trave mg ven or o patent or proprietary 
Peddlers. 1 • · · ] • ] I memcrnes, specia nostrums, Jewe ry, paper, soap, or ot 1e1· merchan-

dicie, fifty ($50) dollars in each county where they may offer such 
articles for sale. 

Nintli.-Upon every local insurance agent or firm of agents, or Local in-
surance insurance broker or firm of brokers doing business in this State, 
ogents. ten ($10) dollars for each county in which they shall solicit busi-
Agentsof ness; and upon every agent of a matrimonial, natal, or nuptial com­
~~~;;, pany, one hundred ($100.00) dollars for each county in wbich they 
~~~panies, sball do business; and upon every travf'ling or special or general 

. agent of life, fire, accident, or other insurance company doing busi-
Travelhng, . I. S fifi $50) cl ]] I. I . l l 'd special, or ness 111 t 11s tate, ty ( o ars, w 11c 1 sa1c tax must 1e pa1 
general !11· I l' • cl h 11 h I · l f' f surnncc 1eiore sa1 agents s a e aut 1onze( to act as agents or any o 
agents. their companies. Said tax shall be paid by said companies to the 

Comptroller-General, and shall be in addition to tbe license lee r~­
quired of insurance companies by the Act approved October 24, 
1887. The recei11ts ot the Com11troller-General for the J)ayment License of 

such of this tax, together with his certificate, as provided by said Act, 
agents. approved October 24, 1887, shall constitnte the license for said 

agents to transact bnsinees for their companies as designated by said 
Exemption certificates; pl'Ovided, this tax shall not be required of agents of 
trom. assessment lifo insurance companies or mutual aid societies; pro­

vided further, that railroad ticket agents selling accident insurance-
tickets shall not be deemed illsurauce agents in the sense· of this 
section, and this section shall not apply to railroad ticket agents 
selling accident insurance tickets, and that railroad tieket agents 
who sell accident ins11rance tickets shall not be required to pay the 
said tax; provided fw·ther, that this ta~ shall not be required of 
agents of ind11strial life insurance companies writing what are 
known as industrial life insurance premiums, •On wbich are payable, 
in weekly instalment,,, not exceeding $1.05 per week. 

Emigrant 'lenih.-Upon each emigrant agent or employer or employee of 
agents. such agents doing business in this State, the sum of five hundred 

do-liars for each county in which such business is conducted. 
Elei:enth.-Upon e;ery traveling vendor using boats for tbe pur-

veodors f' 11' d I . . I . b ]' . f' usingboatspose o se mg goos on tie nvers or waters w1t1111 t e 11111ts o 
Tax to be tbis State, the sum of fifty ($50.00) dollars in each county where­
~i~'t:~id they may sell their wares, and said tax shall be a lien on the boat 
contents. and its contents, without regard to the ownership thereof. 
Hineraat Tweljth.-U pon all itinerant lightning-rod dealers or agents, the 
~~~~~~1frs sum of fifty ($50.00) dollars for each and eYery county in which 
or agents. they operate. 
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Thfrteenth.-UfJOn all shows and exhibition,; (exce1Jt such asShows_9:nd · exh1b1t1ons 
histrionic, musical, operatic, and elocutionary), including the side-
shows accompanying circus companies, fifty ($.50.00) dollars in each 
,and every eity or town of five thousand inhabitants; forty dollars 
in cities or towns of four thousand and under five thousand iuhabi-Taxtohe 
tauts, and thirty dollars in towns of less than four thousand inhab- ~Ji~!fi~n­
itarits; said tax, s0 collected, shall be for educational purposee. al purposes 

Fow·teenth.-Upon every circus company, or others giving an Circus . 
I 'b' . b h . h' l d . l . . cornpa111es, ex 11 1tion eneat or wit Ill a canvae enc osure, a vertisef rn pnnt etc. 

or by 1xtrade, or in any manner whatsoever as a circus, menagerie, 
hippodrome, spectacle, or show implying a circus, three hundred Tax to he 
{lo liar,:; each day it may exhibit in the State of Georgia; said tax ~J~~}f[00_ 

shall be for edueational purposes. al purposes 
Fifteenth.-Upon all dealers in spirituous or malt liquors, intoxi- ~iq1or 

~ating bitters, or brandy fruits or domestic wines, whether dealing ea ers. 
iu any or all thereof, one hundred dollars for each place of busi-
ness in each county where the same are sold; provided, that parties 
engaged in the manufacture of spirituous or malt liquors under 
license by the government, who are prohibited by any local law 
from selling the 1:ame iu the county where manufactured, shall not 
be subject to this tax unless they carry on the business of retailing 

· -0r wholesaling such spirituous or malt liquors in some other county 
where the sale is not prohibited; provided, this tax shall not relieve 
such dealers from any local tax or prohibitory law in reference to 
the retail of spirituous or intoxicating liquors, nor be required of 
those who sell by wholesale spirits manufactured of apples, peaches, 
grapes, blacklwrries, or other fruits grown Oil their own lands when 
slild in quantities not less than five gallons_; provided, that nothing F;xernfr' 
in this act shall be construed as to levy a tax on dealers in domPstic i~~'.s rom 
wines manufactured from grapes or berries purchased by or grown Tax to he 
on lands owned, leased, or reuted by said dealer,· said tax shall be u]ed fot_r euuca ion-
for educational purposes. . al purposes 

Sixteenth.-Upou all dealers in pistols, toy pistols shooting car-D_ealersin 
'd · 1 'fl ·a d' l b . l . l pistols and tr1 ges, p1sto or r1 e cartn ges, 1r ,s, ow1e- nuves, or meta other 

knucks, twenty-five dollars for each place of busine.,s in the weapons. 
countv where the same are sold. 

Sev~nteenth.-Upon every individual or firm, or his or their -p
1
ea

1
Iers il~. . u ures. 

agents, engaged Ill the business of selling or buying through regu-
larly organized stock and cotton exchanges, or boards of trade, 
farm products, sugar, coffee, and salt and meat, railroad stocks and 
bonds, and stocks and bonds of all kinds, not intended for bona fide 
sale and delivery, but for future deli,·ery (commonly called "fu­
tures"), one thousand dollars each per annum for each county where Exem _ 
such business is carried on ; provided, that this tax shall not be de- lions fro:n 
manded of any cotton warehouseman, dealer in cotton, or any pro-
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vision broker who takes orders iu the regular course of their trade, 
only for the actual and bona fide delivery of cotton and other pro­
duce so ordered, and where, by the terms of the contract, it is not 
left to the option of the party so ordering, or the party taking such 
order, to avoid the delivery of the produce or products by paying 
the difference in the market price of such produce or products at 
the time of delivery; providedfw·tlier, that such cotton warehouse­
man, dealer in actual cotton, or any provision broker does not carry 
on the bnsiness of buying" futures" in connection with his or their 
other business, and upon every individual or firm, or his 01· their 
agents, engaged in a like bnsiness, when they take orders, on their 
own account and determine the loss or gain between them and their 
patrons by market reports received from any ,;ource whatever, and 
whose business is generally denominated "bucket shops," the sum 
of ten thousand dollars. 

Peddlers of Eighteenth.-U pon every peddler of stoYes or ranges for cooking 
stoves or 1rnrposes, the sum of one hundred dollars in every countv in which ranges. J 

such peddler may do business; and upon each traveling vendor of 
Peddlers of patent churns and patent fences, the sum of ten dollars in each 
churns and • h • } I f!f' I · 1 c I fences county In w 1c 1 t 1ey ouer sue 1 arhc es 1or sa e. 
Packing Nineteenth.-U pon all packing-houses or dealers doing business 
houses. in this State, whether carried on by the owners thereof or by their 

agents, fifty dollars ($50) in each county where said business is car­
ried on. 

Keepers Twentieth.~Upon every person or firm, for himself or agent for 
!~fehiibil: resident or non-resident owner;;, who keeps or holds for hire or sale 
I
1
iabr1d t any billiard, pool, .or other table of like character, fifty ($50) dol-a es,ec. 

lar,, for each county in which such person or firm does business. 
clock Twe11ty-fi1·st.-'-U pon each peddler of clocks, one hundred dollars 
peddlers. in each county of the State in which said peddler may do business. 
Itinerant Twenty-second.-U pon all itinerant doctors, dentists, opticians, or 
~~~W;~, specialists of any kind doing business in this State, ten dollars for 
etc. each C;)unty in which they may do business; provided, the provi­
~xemp- sions of this paragraph shall not apply to persons whose fixed place 
t10ns from. f b . . . f h. s d h . cl h o usmess Is 111 a county o t 1s tate an ave pa1 t e tax re-

quired by paragraph 2 of section 2. 
Brewing Twenty-thi1·d.-Upon all brewing comimnies, two hundred dollars. 
companies. 

Twenty-fourth.-Upon ead1 pawn-broker, fifty dollars for each 
Pawn-
brokers. place of business. 
Commer· Twenty-fifth.-Upon all mercantile and collecting agencies, com­
~J!;_"gen- mercial agencies, and all other agencies of like character, fifty dol-

lars in every county where they have established an office. 
G 

I 
SEC. III. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 

ta';.
0

;~furns the taxes provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 of section 2 of this Act, 
shall be returned to the tax-receiver in the county of the resi-
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dence of the persons liable to suP-h tax, and shall, by the receiver 
of tax-returns, be entered upon his digest of taxable property, and 
that the taxes provided for in paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25 of section 
2 of this Act shall be returned and paid to the tax-collectors of the 
counties where such vocations are carried on. 

23 

SEC. IV. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That ~~ke!:\o 
the taxes provided for in paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, whhomand 

_ _ , . • w en taxes 
14, lo, 16, I 1, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 2-!, and 25 of sect1011 2 of this to be paid. 
Act shall be paid in foll for the fiscal years for which they are levied 
to the tax-collectors of the counties where such vocations are carried 
on at the time of commencing to do business specified in said para-
graphs. Before any person taxed by paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, Registra-
10, 11, 12, 1:1, 14, 1.5, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25tioi~of 
of section 2 of this AP-t shall be authorized to carry on said business, busmess. 
they shall go before the ordinary of. the county in which they pro-
pose to do business and register their names, place of business, and 
at the same time pay their taxes to the tax-collector, and it shall be 
the duty of said ordinary to immediately notify the Comptroller-
Geuera~ and the tax-?ollectn_r. Any i~e.rson failing to register wi!h Failure to 
the ordrnary, or, havmg registered, failing to pay the tax as berem register !,O 

· d I II b l" bl · l" f" • d d pay busi-reqmre , s rn e 1a e to inc 1ctment or mis emeanor, an , on ness tax. 

conviction, shall be fined not le!ls than double the tax, or be im­
prisoned as prescribed by section 4310 of the Code, or both, in the 
discretion ot the comt. One-halt" of said fine shall be applied to 
the payment of the tax, and the other to the fund of fines and for­
feitures for use of officers of court. 

SEC. V. Be it further enacted by tbe authority aforesaid, That all Tax on in-
c • d I • • • b l l • surauce 1ore1gu an 10me rnsurance comparnes, or msurance ro ;;:er,, p acmg companies 
insurance on property in this State, doing business in this State, or brokers. 
shall pay one p"e1· centmn on all premiums in money or otherwise 
received by them; J)l"ovidecl, this shall not include return premiums E 

on cancelled policies; provided fttrfher, that this shall not apply to ti~~~f;om. 
mutual, co-operative, or assessment fire companies organized for 
mutual protection against losses by fire, and receiving no premiums 
other than the assessment of its own members; and in addition to 
the tax imposed by this Act upon the gross receipts of such insur-
ance com1mnies, all such companies doing brokerage business in this 1 nsurance 
State, such as discounting notes, bills, drafts, or exchange, lendingcol_llpanies 

. d . b . . . b k . domg money, or Ill any manner orng a usmess pertammg to an mg bro~erage 
or brokerage business, shall be taxed upon the capital so employed busmess. 
in the same manner and at the same rate as other moneyed capital 
in the hands of private individuals is taxed . 

. SEC. VI. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all :{~~;~~lee 
foreign and home fi?elity guarantee companies, or other companies ~i~panies 
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PART I.-TITLE 2.-TAxEs AND Pi:mLrc DEBT. 
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furnishing bonds, or similar associations doing business in this State, 
shall pay one per centum on all premiums, in money or otherwise, 
received by them, and the agents, general or special or local, as the 
case may be, of said companies shall make returns to the Comp­
troller-General on the same terms and in the same manner as in­
surance companies. 

SEC. VII. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
Lhe president of all building an<l loan associations or other associa­
tions of like character shall be required to return to the tax-receiver 
of the county where such associations are located, at its true market 
Yalue, the stock of such associations owned by the stockholders 
thereof' (upon which, as shown by the books of such association, 
110 advance has been made or money borrowed thereon by the in­
dividual stockholders therein), to be taxed as other moneyed capital 

E 
. in the hands of private individuals is taxed; pl'ovided, that no tax 

xempt,on I 11 l . d f b ']d' d I . . b 'd from. s 1a )e reqmre o m rng an oan associations to e pat 
upon any portion of their capital which has been loaned or ad-
vanced to a shareholder upon real estate, upon which real estate 
tax is payable by said shareholders; und provided further, that the 

b
Th\s t

1
~x to taxes required by this section shall be in lieu of all other taxes and 

e 1n 1en . • • • . • 
of others. licenses, whether State, county or mumc1pal, agarnst said assoma-

tions, except a business license by the town or city in which the 
principal office of any such association is located, and except a fee 
required to be paid the State Treasurer by th(' Act approved Oc­
tober 19, 18!11. 

Returus of SEC. VIII. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
c_orpora• the presidents of all manufacturing and other incorporated companies, 
tzons, other I . h h 'I ] . l I I h than ~•ii· or t 1e1r agents, ot er t an ra1 roac, rnsurance, te ('grap 1, te ep one, 
road, msur- I • 1 I · I JI b · ] ance, ex- express, s eeprng anc pa ace car compames, s rn e reqmrec to re-
~~~~ai:f.;~. turn all 1heir property whatever of their respective companies at its 

trne market valne to the tax-recei\·er of the county where the same 
is located, or where the principal business of each company is lo­
cated, to be taxed for State and county purposes as other property 
in this State is taxed; save and except that all canal or slack-water 

canal or navigation companies shall make, through their respective executive 
slack-water ffi kl Id · · f } t th naYigation o cers or stoc 10 ers ID possess1011 o t rn same, returns o e tax-

ompanies. receiver of each county in which the same is located, or through 
which the same shall pass, in whole or in part, of the right of way, 
locks and dams, toll-houses, structures, and all other real estate 
owned or used by the company or the stockhol<lers thereof; pro­
vided, this Act shall not make subject to taxation any property of 

. ·canal or navigation companies which is not subject to taxation by 
Questions h ] f I . S . . Th 'd t f to be an- . t e aws o t 11s tate as uow ex1strng. e presr en o every 

;':e~\~~:ls manufacturing company shall be required to answer under oath, in 
f!cfu~'i'i~ addition to those now provided by law, the following questions: 
companies. 
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Fir.st.-vVhat is the value of raw material on baud on the day 
fixed for return of property for taxation? 

Second.-What is the ya\ue of manufactured goods or articles on 
hand on the day fixed for the return of property for taxation? 

Thircl.- ,vhat amount of money, bonds, notes, accounts, and 
-choses in action of every kind did you own on the day fixed for 
return of property for taxation? 

Fow·th.-"rhat other property of every kind did your company 
own on the day fixed for the return of property for taxation? 

And such company shall be taxed upon its entire property so 
ascert!lined. 

25 

SEc;. IX. Be it further enacted bv the authority aforesaid, That Tax on . 
11 . . l d" • "J d . d . compames a persous or compames, rnc u rng rat roa compames, 0111g au doing ex-

I l b . 1 I . h bl. h £' • press or express or te egrap 1 usrness anc c rnrgrng t e pu 1c t ere1or, 111 telei,raph 
this State, shall pay two and one-half pe1" centum on their gross busmess. 
receipts, and all persons, or the superintendent or general agent of 
each telegraph or express company, or the president of each rail-
road company doing such business in this State, shall make a quar- Returns of. 
terly return, nuder oath, as follows : 

On the last day of March, June, September, and December, in 
each year, to the Comptroller-General, showing a full account of 
their gross receipts during the quarter ending on such date; and 
said taxes herein leYied upon such gross receipts as shown by said 
quarterly returns shall be paid by the respective persons or com-
1:ianies to the Comptroller-General at the same time of making such 
returns; the gross receipts herein named shall be construed to mean 
the full amount of all money recei,·ed from all business done within 
this State. If any person, superintendent, agent, or president, as 
the case may be, whose duty it is to make returns nuder this para- Failure to 
graph, shall fail to do so within thirty days after the time herein ~tJ;n. 
required, such person, superintendent, agent, or president shall be 
liable to indi0tment, and upon conviction shall be punished as pre-
scribed in section 4310 of the Code of 1882. 

Second.-That each telephone company shall pay a tax of one Tax on 
d II £' J J h · b ·. h • I telephone o ar 1or eac 1 te ep one station or ox wit rnstrnments comp ete, companies. 
rented or used by their subscribers, and the superintendent or gen-
eral manager of the company, shall make returns, under oath, and Returns of. 
payments to the Comptroller-General on the elates named in the 
first paragraph of this section. 

Thii-d.-That each non-resident person or corripany, whose steepiag­
sleeping-cars are run in this State, shall be taxed as follows: As- cars. 

certain the whole number of miles of railroads over which such 
sleeping-cars are run, and ascertain the entire value of all sleeping-
cars of such ·person or company, then tax such sleeping-cars at the 
regular tax rate imposed upon the property of this State, in the 

\ 
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same proportion to the entire value of such sleeping-cars, that the 
length of the lines in this State over which such cars run bears to 
the length of the lines of all railroac1s o\'er which such sleeping-cars 

Returns of. are run. The returns shall be made to the Comptroller-General by 
the president, manager, gen_eral agent, or person in control of such 
cars in this State. The Comptroller-General shall frame such ques­
tions as will elicit the information sought, and answers thereto sball 
be made under oath. If the officers above referred to in control of 

Failure to 
make 
proper 
return. 

such sleeping-cars shall fail or refuse to answer, under oath, the 
questions so propounded, then the Comptroller-General shall obtain 
the information from such sources as he may, an<l he shall assess a 

Failure to double tax on such sleeping-car.;:. If the taxes.herein provided for 
pay tax. are not paid, the Comptroller-General shall issue executions against 

the owners of such cars, which may be levied by the sheriff of any 
county in this State upon the sleeping-car or cars of the owner who 
has failed to pay these taxes. 

sewing- SEC. X. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
:~~~~1es every sewing-machine company selling or dealing in sewing-
0rcte11.Iers. machines, by itself or its agents in this State, and all wholesale and 

Lists of 
agents. 

Tax on 
agents. 

retail dealers in sewing-machines selling machines manufactured by 
companies that have not paid the tax required herein, shall pay two 
hundred dollars for the fiscal year, or fractional part thereof, to be­
paid to the Comptroller-General at the time of commencement of 
business, and said companies or dealers shall furnish the Comptroller-
General a list of ageuts authorized to sell machines of their manu­
facture, or under their control, and shall pay to said Comptroller­
General the sum of five dollars for each of said agents for the fical 
year, or fractional part thereof, for each county in which said agent 

Agent's may do business for said company. Upon the payment ot said ad­
certificate ditional sum, the Comptroller-General shall issue to each of said 

agents a certificate of authority to transact business in this State, 
and such companies., dt>alers, and agents, having paid the _taxes 

Exemption required herein, shall be exempted from any county or corporation 
!~~~ty or tax for Eelling said sewing-machines. Before doing business under 
fi'iJ'~~~- this act, all sewing-machine agents shall be required to reg­
Registra- ister their names with the ordinaries of those counties in 
tiontsof t which they intend to 011erate and exhibit to said ordinaries ageu , e c. 

their license from the Comptroller-General, and to keep such 
license posted on their Yehicles or at their places of business. 

Tax for ,vholesale or· retail dealers in sewing-machines shall be required to 
eachmanu- h ·a d l . f, I f: f . h. facture of pay t e tax prov1 e rnrem or eac 1 man u acture o sewmg-mac mes 
machines. sold by them, except the manufacture of such companies as have paid 
Lien on the tax required by this Act. All uusold sewing-machines belonging 
~':isiJ?nes. to sewing-machine companies, dealers, or their ~gents, iu possession 
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of said companies, dealers, their agents, or others, shall be liable to 
seizure and sale for payment of such fees, lieense, and tax. Any per- P It, r 
son who shall violate the provisions of this section shall be liable vf~1:1i~nt:-

. d' f . l d . . b II I. of this to 1n 1ctment or a misc emeanor, an on conv1Ct10n s a oe section. 
punished as prescribed in section 4310 of the Code. None of the 
provisions of this section shall apply to licensed auctioneers selling ;;~~~p­
second-hand sewing-machines, or to officers of the law under legal 
process, or to merchants buying and selling machines on which a 
license tax has been paid, as herein provided, and who keep the said 
machines and sell and deliver them at their places of business, such 
sales not being on commission. , 

SEC. XI. Be it further enacted bv the authority aforesaid, That Tax on ' • bank stock 
no tax shall be asses':led upon the capital of banks or of banking asso- • 
ciations organized under the authority of this State or of the -United 
States, and located within this State; but the 'shares of the stock-
holders of such bank or banking associations, whether resident or 
non-resident owners,shall be taxed in the county where such bank or 
banking associations are located, and not elsewhere, at their true and 
full market value at the same rate provided in this Act for taxation 
of moneyed capital in the hands of private individuals; pl'ovided, 
that nothing in this section contained shall be constrned to relieve 
such banks or banking associations from the tax on property owned 
by them and provided for in section 8 of this A.ct. 

SEC. ~II. Be it fu~·ther enacted ~y the _authori!y afo_resai~l, That ~~\~i~! or 
the president of all railroad com pa mes doing busrness rn this State companies. 
shall make returns to the Comptrnller-General in the manner pro-
vided by law for the taxation of the property, of the gross receipt or 
net income of such rail roads, and shall pay the Comptroller-General Payment of 
h h. I h . . b tax t e tax tow 1c 1 sue property or gross rPce1pts or net rncome may e 

subject according to the provisions of this Act and the laws now of 
force relating to the tax on railroads; and, on failure to make returns Failure to 
or refusal to pay tax, said companies shall be liable to all the pen- ~'~~eo~e~ay 
alties now provided by law, and the Comptroller-General is hereby tox. 

required, npon failure of such companies to make returns, or if 
made and not satisfactory to said officer, to proceed against such . 
companies as provided in secticn 826(d) of the Code of 1882. 

SEC. XIII. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That Corpora-
h . cl l } f l l . cl . t10ns to t e pres1 entauc principa agents o al t1e111corporate compamesmakere-

1 · · d I • cl l tnrns to 1ere1n ment10ne , except sue 1 as are reqmre to ma ,e returns to comp.• 
h · f J · • b )1 k h C General t e tax-receivers o tie counties, s a ma e returns tot e omp-ctc ' 

troller-General, under the rules and regulations provided by law 
for such returns, and subject to the same penalties and the modes of 
procedure for the enforcement of taxes from companies or persons 
required by law to make returns to the Comptroller-General. 
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SEC. XIV. Be it forthet· enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
~~~ii!~ g; any person or company, resident of this State, who is the owner of 
vessels, etc. a vessel, boats, or water-craft of any description, shall answer under 

oath the nurnberof vessels, boats, and other water-crafts owned by them 
Returns of and the value of each, and make returns of tbe same to the tax­
.and tax on.receiver of the cou uty of the residence of such person or company, 

and the same shall be taxed as other property is taxed. 
~~1~e!:\0 SEC. XV. Be it further enacted by the authority·aforesaid, That 
returns for in returning property for taxes, all property shall be returned at its 
Rd valorem I . • ] 1· f" 
tax. va ue; promissory notes, accounts, JUC gments, mortgages, 1ens o 

all kinds, and all choses in action shall be given in at their value, 
whether solvent or partially solvent. Every person shall return for 
taxes all _jewelry and other property of f'very kind owned by his 
wife and minor children, unless the members of his family or her 

Add . . 
1 

family return their property for taxation. In addition to the ques-
1t10na . d d l I . . ,iuestions hons now propoun e to tax-payers JV tie tax-receivers, questions 

fnr to be I f . I } 11 f:amed by s ml! be ramed by the Co111 ptroller-Genera to reac 1 a property 
~~:::,i;;;-1 upon which a tax is imposed by this Act, and especially the fol-

lowing questions: 
Especially. Ffr8t.-The number of horses, mules, oxen, cows, sheep, hogs, 

goats, and of all other animals upoi1 which a tax is imposed by law, 
and state tbe value of each. 

Second.-The kind and value of property owned by the wife and 
minor children of the tax-payer and not returned for taxes by the 
owner thereof. 

T!tfrd.--Whether solvent or partially solvent, give the value ot 
your bonds, stock of non-resident companies or corporations, or of 
companies or corporations in this State whose capital stock is not 
returned by the presirl.ent of such company or corporation, all notes, 
accounts, judgments, mortgages, liens, and other choses in action of 
every kind, whether such bonds, stocks, notes, etc., are held by the 

xo tax-payers in Georgia, or held by some other person for him either 
i~c1:0c:;i~1

1~t in or out of this State. There shall be no deduction from the 
~1

1
\~~e~t value of property returned for taxes on account of any indebtedness 

tax-payer. of such tax-payer. 
-Oath of SEC. XVI. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
~!~~~g the oath to be administered to all persons making returns of their 
ieturn. taxable property shall be the oath required under the Act of Octo-

ber 20, 1885, to be attached to the printed list furnished under saicl 
Act and presented .to each tax-payer_; p,-ovicled, that non-residents, 
females, and sick persons may subscribe the oath herein required 
before any person autbori7,ed by law to administer oaths, and cause 
same to be deli\·ered to the tax-recein~r. 
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PART !.-TITLE 2.-TAXES AXD PUBLIC DEBT. 

General Tax Act for 1895 and 1896. 

SEC. XVII. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That ~ir~,s to 

the Comptroller-General is authorized and empowered to order the be received 

tax-receivers of this State to commence receiving the returns of 
taxable property immediately after the first day of April of each of 
the years eighteen hundred and ninety-five (1895) and eighteen 
hundred and ninety-six (1896), and that the Comptroller-General ~~;;tob~ 
is empowered a11d required to cause- the taxes to be collected and paid. 

paid into the State treasury by the 20th of December of each of 
the years 1895 and 1896. 

SEC. XVIII. Be it further eiiacted by the authority aforesaid, Exemp­

That blind persons, Con federate soldiers, and all other persons ,;o' de- t~'.~~ of 

formed by nature as to render them unfit for manual labor, relie\'ed by ti{Jfe~;: 
the proviso in paragra1)h 1, section 2, from the na)'ment of the tax and 

• • . • r-- persons 
<les1gnated rn that paragraph, shall be relieved also from the pay- deformed. 

ment of the taxes designated in paragraphs 6, 7, 8, and 11 of sec-
tion 2, if carrying on and dependent upon the kinds of business 
designated therein; p1'ovided, that before any person shall be enti-
tled to the benefit of any of the exemptions provided for in this 
section, he shall go before the ordinary of the county in which be 
proposes to carry on business, and make and file an affidavit setting 
torth the facts that he is entitled to such exemption, that he is pro-
prietor of the business he proposes to conduct, and is conducting 
the same for himself, and i1ot for others. 

SEu. XIX. Be it further enacted by the authority aforeHaid, That Dav for 

immediately after the first day of March of each of the years 1895 making 

and 1896, the Governor, Comptroller-General, and State Treasurer i,'::~Ji~ed. 
shall fix a day between January the 1st and April the 1st of each 
of the years 1895 and 1896, as a day for making a return of taxes, 
mstead of April 1st, which day shall not be fixed until :March 1st 
of each of the years 1895 and 1896, as provided by Act apprond 
December 20, J 893. 

SEC. XX. Be it further enacted by the authority aforel:'aid, That 
all laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act be, and the same 
are, hereby repealed. 

Approved December 18, 1894. 
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GENTmAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 479 

'l'AXES-PROVIDING FOR 'l'HE LEVY OF OCCUPATION 
TAXES. 

H. B. No. 41 CnA1•rnn XVIII. 

An Act providing for the levy nnd ccillection of nn occupntion tnx upo11 indi­
vidunls, eompnnies, corporntions nnd nssoeintions pursuing nny of tlw O\!cupn· 
tions, viz.: express companies; -telcgrnph nnd wireless telegraph; gns; electric 
light, electrfo power or water works, or wntor nnd light plnnt business; col­
lecting ngency buHiness; commercinl ngency business, commercial reporting 
crc>dit agency businc8s; business of foreign corporntions owning stock cnrs, 
refrigerntor nm) fruit cnrs, tnnk cnrs, coal cars, furniture cars, common box 
nnd llnt cnrs, nnd leasing, renting or chnrging milenge for the use of such 
cnrs within the State of 'fcxns; · business of owning, operating, lensing or 
renting pipo line or pipe lines; sleeping enr, pa Ince cnr, dining cn.r business; 
life insurance husir1ess, fire insurance busincgs, fire nnd marine insuranru 
l111sincss, mnrinc, marine nnd inlnnd insurance eompnny husines~, life nml 
accident, life nnd he'llth, nccidcnt, credit, title, stenm boiler, live i,tocl; nnd 
rnstinlty insurance lmsincss, surety nnd guaranty insurance company l111si­
tll'Rs, lmsim•~s of wholesnle dealers in conl oil, nnpth11, benzine nm\ ,1thor 
mineral nilR refined from petroleum, nnd defining wholeRnle deniers; whole­
snle clistrilmtors or wholcsnle deniers in spirituous, vinous or rnnlt liquors, 
or rneclientcd bitter.s cnpnble of producing intoxication, nm\ defining wholo­
snle distributors nnd deniers; the business of street rnilwny companiri!, t.he 
businesR of internrhnn, trolley, trnction or electric street rnilwny companies, 
thr husinesR of whole~nle nntl retnil dealing in pistols, the business of owning 
or operating or controlling n telephone business; tho business of publishinl-(, 
pl'inting nnd selling text hooks or lnw books, or eitller; the business of own­
ing, controlling, mnnnging or lensing oil wells, the business of owning, ron­
trolling, rnonnging or op!!rnting nny terminal rnilwny company or terminal 
rnilwny; nnd providing for the levy nml collection of nn occupation tux on 
individuals, compnnies, fil'ms, corpomtions nnd nssocintfons who hegin tho 
pursuit of nny such occupation tnxed herein on or after. the beginning dnte 
of the quarter ns fixed herein; nnd providing for penalties for violntjon of 
the provi!1ions of this Act; nnd giving the State Revenue Agent nuthol'ity to 
assist in the enforcement of the pro~isions of this Act; nn<l repealing nil Jnws 
and pnrts of lnws in conflict herewith; nnd to exempt nil persons, nssocintions 
of persons, firms and corporations upon whose business an occntpntion · tux is 
lterein levied from the opomtion of the Act, approved April 17, lOOli, of the 
'Pwenty-ninth Legislnture, being Chnpter 146 thereof, providing for the taxa­
tion of the intangible nssets of certain corporations, nssociations and indi­
viduals, nnd to repenl nl\ Seotions of the Act approved April 17, IOOli, of the 
Twenty-ninth Lcgislnture, being Chapter 148 thereof, imposing an occupa• 
tion tnx upon tho occupn·tions herein tnxcd, preserving nil llnbilities, oblign• 
tions nncl penalties incurred or flxcc\ under Chapter 148, Acts 20th Lcgislnturo, 
npprovcd April 17th, 1005, nnd nil cnuscs of action aml suit~ arising chere• 
under, nnd to declare an emergency. 

Re if enacted b.lJ the Le,qislature of the State of Texas: 
S1m·r10N 1. Each nnd every individual, company, corporation or as­

i;ociation doing an express business by rnilroarl or water, in this• State, 
shall, on vr before the first day of March, 1908, and annually thereafter, 
make a report to the Comptroller of Public Accounts unrler oath, of the 
incliviclual or of the president, treasurer or superintendent of such com­
pany, corporation or association, showing· the amount of gross receipts 
from charges and freights within this State paid to or collected by such 
incliYi<lual, company, corporation or association on account of money, 
p:oods, merchnnclisc or other character of freight carried within this 
State rluring the twelve months next preceding. Snid individuals, eo111-Compendium_Rivas 
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•180 GENERAL LA \VS OF 'l'EXAS. 

panics, corporntions or associations, nt the time of making said report, 
shall pay to the 'l'rensurer of the State of 'l'exas an occupation tax for 
the year beginning on said elate, equal to two ancl one-half per cent of 
said gross receipts as shown by said report. 

SEC. 2. Each and every indiviclnnl company, corporation or associa­
tion owning, operating controlling or managing any telegraph lines in 
this State or owning, operating, controlling or managing what is known 
as wireless telegraph stations, for the transmission of messages, or aero­
grams, and charging for the transmission of sueh messages or aero­
grams, shall, on or before the first day of July, 1907, ancl quarterly 
thereafter, make a report to the Comptroller of Public Accounts under 
oath of the individual, or of the president, treasurer or superintendent 
of such companies, corporation or association showing the gross amount 
received from all business withirt this State during the preceding quar­
ter in the payment of telegraphic or aerograms charges, including the 
amount received on full rate messages and aerograms ancl half rate 
messages, and aerograms, ancl from the lease or use of any wires or 
equipment within the State during said quarter. Said individuals, com­
panies, corporations and associations, at the time of making said report, 
shall pay to the 'l'reasurer of the State of Texas an occupation tax for 
the quarter beginning on said date equal to two and three-fourths per 
cent of said gross receipts, as shown by said report. 

Sim. 3. Each and every individual, company. corporation, or asso­
ciation, owning, operating or managing or controlling any gas, electric 
light, electric power or water works or water and light plant, within 
this State and charging for pas, electric lights, electric power or water, 
shall on or before the first day of July, l!Jv'i, and quarterly thereafter 
make a report to the Comptroller of Public Accounts under oath of the 
individual or of the president, treasurer or superintendent of such com­
pany, corporation or association, showing the gross amount received from 
the business done within this State in the payment of charges for gas, 
electric lights, electric 11owcr and water for the quarter next preceding. 
Said individual, company, corporation or association, ,at the time of 
making said report for any town or city of ten thousand inhabitants and 
less than twenty-five thommnd inhabitants, shall pay to the Treasurer 
of the State of Texas an occupation tax for the quarter beginning on 
said date, equal to one-fourth of one per cent of said gross receipts, 
as shown by said report, and for any town or city of twenty-five thou­
sand inhabitants or more, the said individual, company, cor_poration or 
association, at the time of making said report, shall pay to the Treasurer 
of the State of Texas an occupation tax for the quarter beginning on 
said date, an amount equal to one-half of one prr cent of said gross 
receipts as shown by said report, Provided, that nothing herein shall 
apply to any gas, electric light, electric power or water works, or water 
and livht plant within this State, owned by any city or town. 

SEO. 4. Each and every individual, company, corporation or associa­
tion, owning, operating, managing or controlling any collecting agency, 
commercial agency, or commercial reporting credit agency within this 
State, anrl charging for collections made, or business done or reports 
mane, shall. on or hcforc the firBt day of ,July, l!J0'i, and quarterly 
thereafter, make a report to the Comptroller of Pnhlic Accounts unclcr Compendium_Rivas 
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GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 481 

onth of the individual or of the president, treasurer, or superintendP.nt of 
such company, corporation or nssocintion, showing from business done 
within this State the gross nmount received in the payment of charges 
for collections made nnd business done and reports mnde during the 
quarter next preceding. Such individuals, companies, corporations or 
associations nt the time of making snid report, shall pny to the Treas­
urer of the State of 'l'cxns nn occupation tnx for the quarter beginning 
on snid clnte equal to one-hnlf of one per cent of said gross receipts ns 
shown by said repprt. 

SEc. 5. Ench nnd every individual, company, corporation or asso­
ciation, residing without the Stnte of 'l'exns, or incorporated under the 
lnws of nny other Stnte or Territory, or nation, nnd owning stock cnrs, 
refrigerntor and fruit cars of nny kind, tnnk curs of any kind, coal cnrs 
-of any kind, furniture curs or cornmon box cnrs and flnt cars, nnd 
lensing, renting or charging mileage for the use of such cars, within 
the State of Texas shall, on or before the first clay of July, 190?', and 
quarterly the.renfter, make a report to the Comptroller of Public Ac­
<:ounts under oath of the individual, or of the president, treasurer or 
superintendent of such company, corporation or association, showing the 
.amount of gross receipts from such rentals, or mileage, or from other 
sources of revenue received from business done within this Sfote, dur­
ing the quarter next preceding. Said individuals, companies nnd cor­
porations, and associations, at the time of making said report, shall 
pay to the 'l'reasurer of the Stnte of Texas an occupation tax for the 
quarter beginning on said date equal to three per cent of said gross 
receipts as shown by said report. . 

Si;;c, 6. Each and every individual, company, corporation or nsso­
dntion whether incorporated under the laws of this State or of any 
other State or Territory, or of the United Stntes, or of any foreign 
nation, which owns, managQS, operates, lenses or rents any pipe line 
or pipe lines within this State, whether such pipe line or pipe lines 
be used for transmission of oil, natural or artificial gas, whether such 
-oil or g11s be for illuminating or fuel purposes, or for steam, for heat 
-or power, or for any other purpose, and whether sueh pipe line or 
pipe lines be used for the transmission of articles by pneumatic or 
•other power, shall, on or before the first· day of July, HIO'l', and quar­
terly thereafter, pay ·to the State of Texas nn occupation tnx equal 
-to two per cent of its gross receipts if such pipe line or pipe lines 
lie wholly within this State; and if such pipe line or pipe lines lie 
.partly within and p11.rtly without the State, such individuals, com­
panies, corporations nnd associations shall pay a tax equal to two per 
·cent of such proportion of its gross receipts, as the length of such line 
or lines within the State bears to the whole length of such line or 
lines; provided, that if satisfactory evidence is submitted to the Comp­
troller of Public Accounts 11t any time prior to the date fixed by this 
section for the payment of the tax herein imposed, that any other 
proportion more fairly represents tho proportion which the gross re­
·ceipts of nny pipe line or pipe lines for any quarter, within this State 
bears to its total gross receipts, it shall be his duty to collect for such 
-quarter from every such pipe line or pipe lines a tax equ11l to such 
,other proportion of two per cent of its total gross receipts. 

31 
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482 GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 

For the purpose of determining the amount of such tax, the indi­
vidual or the president, treasurer or superintendent of such company, 
association or corporation, shall, on or before the first day of July, 
1007, ancl quarterly thereafter, make a report to the Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, under oath of the individual, or of the president, 
treasurer or superintendent of such company, corporation or associa­
tion, showing the gross receipts of such pipe line or pipe lines from 
every source, whatsoever, for _ the quarter next preceding, and shall 
immcdi11tely pay to the State 'l'remmrer an occup!ltion tax for the 
quarter beginning on said date, calculated on the gross receipts so re­
ported. 

Sim. 7. Every sleeping car company, polncc car company, or dining 
car company, doing business in this State, and each individual, com­
pany, corporation or association leasing or renting, owning, controll­
ing or manai:{ing any palace cars, dining cars, or sleeping cars within 
this State for the use of the public, for which any fare is charged, shall, 
on or before the first day of July, 1007, and quarterly ~hereafter, re­
port to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, under oath of the indi­
vidual, or of the president, treasurer OT superintendent of such com­
pany, corpomtion or association, showing the amount of gross receipts 
earned from any and all sources whatcve~ within this State, except 
from receipts derived from buffet service, during the quarter next pre­
ceding. Sahl incli viduals, companies, corporations and. associations, at 
the time of making said report shall pay to the Treasurer of this State 
of 'rexas an occupation tax for the qnarter beginning on said date 
~qual to five per cent of said gross receipts as shown by said report. 

The tax herein provided for shall be in lieu of all other taxes now 
levied upon sleeping car, palace car. or dining car companies, except 
the tax of 25 cents on the one hundred dollars of the capital stock of 
such car companies, as provided by the act.jof the Twenty-third Legisla­
ture, Chapter 102. 

Sim. 8. Every life, fire, fire and marine, marine, and marine inland 
insurance company, and every life and accident, life and health, acci­
dent, credit, title, steam boiler, live stock, fidelity, guaranty, surety, 
nnd casualty company and all other .'insurance companies doing busi­
ness in this State, except fraternal life and domestic benevolent life 
insurance companies, at the time of filing its annual statement, shall 
report to the Commissioner of Insurance and Banking the gross amount 
of premiums received in the State, upon property located in the Stater 
nml from persons residing in this State, during the preceding year: 
and each of such companies shall pny an annual tax upon such gross 
premium receipts as follows: Each life insurance company shall pay 
a tux of three per cent of such gross premiums; all other companies 
enumerated above shall pay a tax of two 1>er ·cent of such gross 
premiums; provided, that any company doing life insurance business 
in connection with any other class of insurance enumerated shall pay 
the same tax upon the gross receipts from life insurance of a com­
pany conducting n purely life insurance business; and the gross 
premium receipts are understood to be a premium receipt repo_rted to 
the Commissioner of Insurance und Banking by the insurance com-
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GENERAL LAWS OF 'J.1EXAS. 483 

panies upon the sworn statement of two principal officers of such com-
panies. , 

Upon rcccint by him of sworn statements showing tho gross premium 
receipts by such companies, the Commissioner shall certify to the Stn.te 
Treasurer tlie amount of taxes due by each company, which tax shall 

· be paid to the State Treasurer for tho use of the State, on or before 
the first of M arr.h following, whose receipt shall be eviclcn.ce of the 
payment of such taxes, and no insurance company shall receive a per­
mit to do business in this State until such taxes are paid. But anJ 
life insurance company that shall comply with the terms ancl proviijions 
of the Act passed by the Regular Session of the Thirtieth Legislature 
of this State, approved April 24th, 1907, requiring the investment and 
deposit of 75 per cent of the reserve apportioned on account of poli­
cies of insurance written upon the lives of citizens of this State, shall 

• })RY an annual tax of one per cent upon its gross receipts so long as 
said investments and deposits are madCI as provided in said Acts. And 
that if any such insurance company shall have as much as one-fourth 
of its entire assets, as shown by said sworn statement, invested in any 
or all of the following securities: real estate in the State of Texas. 
bonds of this State or of any county, incorporated city or town of this 
State, or other property in this State in which by law such companies 
may invest their funds, then the annual tax. of any such companies shall 
be one per cent of its said gross premium receipts; and if any such 
company shall invest as aforesaid as much as one half of its assets, then 
the annual tax of such company shall be one half of one per cent of 
its gross premium receipts, as above defined, and provided further that 
no occupation tax shall be levied on insurance companies h\,rein sub• 
jected to u gross premium receipt tax, by any cour,ty, city or town. 
Provided also that all mutual fraternal benevolent associations, now or 
hereafter doing a life insurance or a life and accident insurance busi­
ness in this State under the lodge system and on the assessment plan, 
whether organized under the laws of this State, or a foreign state or 
country, are exempt from the provisions of this section .. 

Any life insurance company heretofore or hereafter engaged in writ­
ing policies upon the lives of citizens of. this State that shall cease 
writing such policies of insurance but shall continue to be engaged in 
collecting premium or renewal premiums upon such policies shall re­
port under oath annually as provided above to the said Commissioner 
of Insurance of thi~ State the gross amount of premiums so collected 
and shall pay to the Stnte thereon the three per cent (3%) gross re­
ceipts tax above provided for. · And any such life insurance company 
shall constitute and appoint the said Commissioner of. Insurance of 
this State its duly authorized agent and attorney in fact for the pur­
pose of accepting service for it or being served with citation in any 
suit brought against it in any court in this State in like manner as 
is provided by law for companies engaged in doing every character of 
insurance business in this . State, and such appointment and agency 
shall be continued and kept in force so long as such company continues 
to collect premiums of insurance from citizens of this State, and fail­
ure to.make such report and pny such tax or to make and keep up the 
appointment of the agency ns herein provided shall subject such com-
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484 GENEUAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 

pany to a penalty for each year of $5,000 and in addition in a sum 
equal to double the amount of such tax for such year which penalty 
may be recovered by the State in a suit brought in the name of the 
State, under the direction of the said Commissioner of Insurance by 
the proper officer in the District Court of Travis County. · 

'1.1he taxes aforesaid shall constitute all taxes and license fees col­
lectable under the laws of this State against any such insurance com­
panies, arid no occupation or other taxes shall be levied on or collected 
from any insurance company by any county, city or town, but this act 
shall not be construed to prohibit the levy and collection of State, 
County and municipal taxes upon the real and personal property of 
such companies. Provided, that this shall not relieve agents from pay­
ing an occupation tax. Provided further that purely co-operative or 
mutual fire insurance companies carried on by the members thereof, 
solely for the protection of their own property and not for profit shall· 
be exempt from the provisions of this bill. 

SEO. 9. Each and every individual .company, corporntion or asso­
ciation created by the laws of this State or uny other State or nation,' 
which shull engage in his own name or in the name of others, or in 
the name of its representatives, or agents, in this State in the busi­
ness of wholesale,dealers in coul oil, naptha, benzine or any other min­
eral oils refined from petroleum, shall, on or before the first day of 
July, 1907, and quarterly thereafter, muke a report to the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts, under oath of the individue.l, or of the president, 
treasurer or s,iperinten.dent of such company, corporation or association, 
showing the gross amount collected and uucollectecl from any and all 
sales made within thh State of an.7 of said articles during the quarter 
next preceding. Said individuals, companies, corporations and asso­
ciations, at the time of muking said report; shall pay to the 'rreasurer 
of the State of Texas an occupation tax for the quurter beginning on 
said date equal to two per ceut of said gross receivts and amonnt un­
collected from said sales as shown by said report. 

A wholesule dealer within the meaning of this section is any indi­
vidual, company, firm, partnership, corporation or association who buys 
any of the articles hereinbdore mentionecl either in hio own name or 
in the name of others, or in the name of their representative or ugent 
and sells sume either in his name or in the name of others, or in the name 
of their representatives or ugents, to uny• person, firm, corporation or 
association to be sold again. 

SEO. 10. Each and every individual, company, corporation or asso­
ciution owning operating or controlling any interurban, trolley, traction 
or electric street railway in this State and charging for transportation 
on said railway shall, on or before the first day of July, 1907, and 
quarterly thereafter mnke a report to the Comptroller of Public Ac­
counts, uncl,er 011th of the individual or of the president, treasurer or 
superintendent or such company, corporation or association, showing the 
amount of gross receipts from said chargeR for transportation o:n said 
ruilway paid to or uncollected by said inrlivicluals, company, corpom­
tion or association for the quarter next preceding. Said inclividuali 
compuny, corporation or association, at the time of making said report 
if in or if connecting any town or city of less than twenty thousand Compendium_Rivas 
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inhabitants, shall pay to the Treasurer of the State as an occupation 
tax for ~he quarter beginning on said date equal to one-lialf of one 
per cent of. said gross receipts as 1:1hown by said report; if in a city 
of more than twenty thousand inhabitants, said individual, company or 
corporation or association, at the time of making said report, shall pay 
to the Treasurer of the State of Texas an occupation tax for the quar­
ter beginning on said date equal to three-fourths of one per cent of 
said gross receipts as shown by said report. Provided that in ascer­
taining the population of any city or town, the same shall be ascer­
tained by the last United States census, and provided further that 
where any interurban railroad shall connect any town· having a popu­
lation of more than 20,000 with another of a less population, that 
it shall be liable for the taxes measured by the population of the largeRt 
town. Provided, further, that the provisions of this Act shall not apply 
to any street railway or traction company wholly within any town of 
less than ten thousand inhabitants. 

SEO. 11. Each and every individual company, corporation or asso­
ciation created by the laws of this State or any other State, who shall 
engage in his own name or in the name of others, or in the name of 
its reprr.sentatives or ag-ents in this State in the business of a whole­
sale dealer or a wholesale distributor of spirituous vinous or malt 
liquors or medicated bitters. capable of producing intoxication, shall 
on or before the first clay of July, 1007, and quarterly thereafter, make 
n report to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, under oath of the indi­
vidual, or of the president, treasurer or superin_tendent of such com­
pany, corporation or association, showing the gross amount collected 
and un-collected from any and all sales made within this State of 
any of said articles during the quarter next preceding. Said individ­
uals, companies, corporations and associationt:1, at the time of making 
said report shall pay t0 the '11reasurer of the State of Texas, an occu­
pation_ tax for the q•mrter beginning on said date, equal to one half 
of one per cent of said gross receipts from said sale as shown by said 
report. 

A wholesale dealer or distributor, within the meaning of this Sec­
tion, is ,my individual, company, association or corporation selling any 
of the articles hercinbefore mentioned eitRer in his own or in the name 
of others or in the name of its representatives or agents to retail deal­
ers, or who deliver on consignment to 'their agents for retail. 

SEC. 12. Each and every individual, company, corporation or asso-· 
eiation created by the laws of this State or any other State who shall 
engage in his own name or in the name of others, or in the names oi 
its representatives or agents in this State in the business of a whole­
sale or retail dealer of pistols shull, on or before the first day of July, 
1007, ancl quarterly hereafter, make a report to the Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, under oath of the individual or of the president, 
treasurer or superintendent of snicl company, corporation or associa­
tion, showing the gross amount collectecl and uncollected from any and 
all sales made within this State of all fire arms during the quarter 
next preceding. Such inclivicluals, companies, corporations and asso­
ciations, at the time of making said report, shall pity to the Treasurer 
of the State of Texas an occupation tax for the quarter beginning on, Compendium_Rivas 
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said date~ equal to 50 per cent of said gross receipts from sales of all 
firearms as shown by said report. 

SEO. 13. Each ancl every individual company, corporation or asso­
ciation, whether incorporated under the laws of this State or any other 
State or nation, engaged ln publishing, printing, or selling text books 
used in tho schools of this State, or law books of any character, or 
owning, controlling or managing any such business, as text books or 
lnw books purchasers, within the State or out of it, ancl having State 
agencies within this Stato for the purpose of selling any book or books 
to be usecl in any of the schools of this State, or any law books shall 
on or before tho first clay of July, 1907, and quarterly thereafter, make 
a report to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, under oath of tho 
individual or of the president, Treasurer or Superintendent of such 
company, eorporntion or association, or of the person owning control­
ling or managing any such business, showing the gross amount received 
from such business 4one within this. State from any and all sourccA 
during the quarter next preceding. Said individuals, companies, cor­
porations ancl associations at the time of making said report shall pay 
to the Treasurer of the State of 'l'cxas an occupation tax for the quarter 
beginning on said date, equal to one per cent of said gross receipts, 
as shown hy said report. 

SBC. J.l. Each and every individual company, corporation or asso­
ciation owning, operating, managing or controlling any telephone lino 
or lines or any telephones within this State, and charging for the use 
of the same shall, on or before the first day of July, 1907, ancl quar­
wrly thereafter, make a report to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
t1 :1,Jcr oath of the individual, or of the President, 'rreasurer or Super- . 
i11tondent of such company, corporation or association, showing the grosA 
amount rcr.chccl from all business within this State during the pre­
ceding quarter, in the payment of charges for the use of its line or 
lines, telephone and telephones, and from the lease or use of any wires 
or equipment within this State during said quarter. Said individuals, 
companies, corporations and associations, at the time of making saiil 
report, shall pay to the Treasurer of the State of Texas an occupation 
tax, for tlw quarter beginning on saicl date, equal to one and one-half 

- per cent of said gross receipts, as shown by said report. 
SEC. 15. Each and every incliviclual, company, corporation or asso­

eiation, whether incorporated under the laws of this or any other State 
'Or 'fcrritory. or of the United States, or any foreign country, which 
owns, controls, manages or leases any oil well within this State, shall, 
on or before the first clay of July, 1907, and quarterly thereafter, make· 
a report to the Comptroller of Public Accounts under oatJi of the indi­
vidual, or of the President, 'freasurer or Superintendent of such com­
pany, corporation or association, showing th11 total amount of oil pro­
duced during the quarter next preceding and the average market value 
thereof during said quarter. Said individuals, companies, corporation,; 
and associations, at the time of making said report, shall pay to the 
Treasurer of the State of Texas an occupation tax for the quarter be­
ginning on said elate, equal to one half of one per cent of the total 
amount of all oil "proclucecl, at the average market value thereof, as 

,shown by said report. 
Compendium_Rivas 
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SEo. 16. Each and every individual, company, corporation or asso­
ciation, whether incorporated under the laws of this or uny other State 
or 'I.1erritory or of the United States, or any foreign country, which 
owns, controls, manages or lenses any terminal companies, or any rail­
road doing a terminal business. within this Stnte, shnll, on or before 
the first dny of April, 1907, and quarterly thereafter, make a report 
to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, under onth of· the individual, 
or of tlte President, 'l'rensurer or Superintendent of such company, cor­
poration or association showing the totnl amount of. its gross receipts 
from all sources whatever within tliis State during the quarter next 
preceding, nnd the average market vnlue thereof during snicl quarter. 
Snid individuals, companies, corporations ancl associations, at the time 
of making said report, shall pay to the 'l'rensurer of the State of 'l'exns 
an occup.ation tax for the quarter beginning on snid date equal to one 
per cent of the total amount of its gross receipts from all sources what­
ever aG shown by said report. 

SEO. 17. If any individual, company, corporation firm or associa­
tion, in this Act mentioned, shall begin .aml engage in any business 
for which there is an occupation tax herein imposed, on or nfter the 
beginning clay of the quarter for which said tax is imposed, then, and 
in nll such cnses, the amount of such tux for suicl beginning quarter 
Rhnll be and is hereby fixed at the sum of fifty dollars, payable to the 
treasurer of the State of 'l'exas, in advance, but for the next succeeding 
quarter, and all other succeeding quarters, the tax shall be determined 
by reports to the comptroller of Public Accounts of the business fo1· 
the preceding quarter, or part thm·tJof, as herein otherwise in this Act 
providcff, and reports and payments of such tax shall be made subject 
to all other nrovisions of this Act. 

SEO. 18. ·Any person, company, corporation or association, or any 
receiver or receivers, failing to make report for thirty clays from the 
datu when said report is required by this Act to be mnde, shall forfeit 
and pay to the State of Texas a penalty of not exceeding one thousand. 
dollars. 

Srm. 19. Any person, company, corporntion or association or any 
receiver or receivers failing to pay any tax for thirty days, from the 
date when said tax is required by this Act to be paid, shall forfeit and 
pay to the State of 'l'cxas a penalty of ten per cent upon the amount 
of such tax. • 

SEo. 20. 'l'hc penalties provided for by this Act shall be recovered 
by the Attorney General in a suit brought by him in the name of the 
State of 'l'exns, and venue and jurisdiction of such suit is hereby con­
ferred upon the courts of 'l'ravis County, 'l'exns. 

SEo. 21. No individual, company, corporation or association, fail­
ing to pay all taxes imposed ·by this Act sbnll receive a permit to do 
business in this Stnte, or continue to do businesR in this State until 
the tax hereby imposed is paid. The receipt of the Treasurer of the 
State of Texns, shall be evidence of the payment of such tax. 

SEO. 22. Except as herein stated all taxes levied by this Act shall 
he in addition to all ot~er taxes now levied by law, provided that noth­
ing herein shall he construed ns authorizin!! nny county or city to levy 
an occupation tax on the occupations and business taxed. by this Act. 
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SEO. 23. If for any reason the Comptroller of Public Accounts is 
not satisfied with any report from any such person, company, corpora­
tion, co partnership or association, he may require additional or sup­
plemental reports containing information and data upon such matters 
as he may need or deem necessary to ascertain the true and correct 
amount of all taxes due by any such person, firm, or corporation. 

Every statement or report required by this Act, shall have affixed 
thereto the affidavit of the President, vice-president, secretary or treas­
urer of the person, corporation, co-partnership or aseociation, or one 
of the persons or members of the partnership, making the same to the 
effect that the statement is true. 'l'he Comptroller shall prepare blanks 
to be usccl in making the reports required by this Act. 

SEO. 24. If the Comptroller has reason to believe, or does believe, 
that any individual company, corporation, association, receiver or re­
ceivers, subject to the provisions of this Aet, has made a false return 
or has failed or omitted to make a full return of gross receipts, 
or other statemllnt of business done, required by any of the pro­
visions of this Act, he shall report the same in writing to the Gov­
ernor and it shall be the duty of the Governor to immediately require 
the Revenue Agent of the State of Texas to examine any books, papers, 
documents, or other records or evidence showing or tending to show 
such unlawful Act or omission. Said Revenue Agent shall check the 
l'cport made with such books, papers, doc\tments or other records or 
evidence, and make his report to the Comptroller, and if it appears 
from said report that any false or incorrect return has been made, or 
that any individual, or the president, treasurer or superintendent of 
any company1 corporation or association, or any member of any 
firm required by this Act to make reports, has failed or omitted to 
ma.ke a full return, as required by law,· then the Comptroller shall 
notify such individual, or the president, treasurer or superintendent 
o-f any company, corporation or association, or receiver or receivers of any 
eompany, corporation or association or any member of any firm, to 

'make forthwith an additional or supplemental report, and if any such 
individual or the president, treasurer or superintendent of any company, 
corporation or as:iociation, or any member of a firm, or any receiver or 
receivers of any company, corporation or association making said origi­
nal report, spall fail or refuse to make said additional or supplemental 
report Ire shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, nnd on conviction shall. be 
fi.ned in any sum not less than two hundred nor more than five hundred 
dollars and venue of such prosecution is hereby fixed in Travis County, 
'fexas. 

If it appears from the report of the State Revenue Agent, or if the 
Comptroller has reason to believe or docs believe that any individual, 
or any president, treasurer or superintendent of any company, corpora­
tion or association, or any receiver of any corporation or association or 
any nembcr of any firm, has wilfully and deliberately made a false 
report, the Comptroller shall report the matter to the Grand Jury of 
Travis County, Texas, for its action, and V(;;llUe of any offense arising 
out of such transaction is hereby fixed in Travis County, Texas. Said 
State Revenue Agent, in the performance ancl discharge of the duties 
imposed upon him by this Section, shall have the right to examine, 
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150 ARMED IN AMERICA 

public order and sense of security, which it is one of the first objects of the 
common law, and ought to be of the law of all regulated societies, to preserve 
inviolate-and they lead almost necessarily to actual violence. Nor can it for 
a moment be supposed, that such acts are less mischievous here or less the 
proper subjects of legal reprehension, than they were in the country of our 
ancestors. The bill of rights in this State secures to every man indeed, the 
right to "bear arms for the defence of the State." While it secures to him a . 
right of which he cannot be deprived, it holds forth the duty in execution of 
which that right is to be exercised.169 

Gaston's opinion, although written decades after the Statute of North­
ampton was replaced in American statute and ordinance books, coincides with 
how the Statute was traditionally understood and applied. Gatson viewed 
the Statute as permitting individuals to carry weapons for lawful purposes 
such as "business or amusement," but restricting .preparatory armed carriage 
in public places.170 To state this differently, Gatson foresaw instances where a 
person might carry weapons for transport to a residence or location for repair, 
hunting, or to attend a militia muster. It was for this reason that Gatson found 
that the act of carrying weapons by itself constituted no crime per se. To be in 
violation of the Statute required a bit more. The question that needed to be 
asked before the Statute was deemed applicable was: "Why was the person 
carrying the weapon?" If the carrying was for a lawful purpose, there was no 
violation.171 But if the person was merely carrying weapons among the public 
concourse in a preparatory fashion, they could be in violation of the statute.172 

Looking at the Antebellum Era as a historical whole, the important 
takeaway is that there were two conceptions as to whether the right to arms 
embodied a right to preparatory armed carriage. While Northerners, by and 
large, did not recognize a right to preparatory armed carriage, particularly as it 
pertained to public places, many Southerners perceived such a right as being 
embodied within either the Second Amendment or their respective state con­
stitution's "bear arms" provision. But as the United States came out of the 
Civil War and into the Reconstruction Era, Southerners began to assimilate 
Northern ideas and attitudes on the right to arms, the law, and armed car­
riage.173 The South's gradual embrace of Northern ideas and attitudes can 
be largely attributed to the increase of lawlessness and violence within their 
communities. 174 Southern lawmakers initially responded by modifying their 
respective constitutions.175 The Southern states of Georgia, Texas, Tennessee, 
Missouri, L ouisiana, North Carolina, Mississippi, and Kentucky, as well as the 
states of Colorado, Idaho, Utah, and Montana, adopted express constitutional 
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language reinforcing the legislature's authority to regulate armed carriage, par­
ticularly weapons that could be concealed.176 

This was followed by state and local governments introducing and enacting 
new laws that curtailed the practice of carrying dangerous weapons in public 
places.177 In Texas, for example, Article I, section 13 of the 1869 state constitu­
tion stipulated that "every person shall have the right to keep and bear arms, 
in the lawful defence of himself or the State, under such regulation as the 
legislature may prescribe."178 Subsequently, relying on this very constitutional 
provision, Texas governor Edmund J. Davis urged the Texas legislature to pass 

new armed carriage restrictions, stating: 

I would, in this respect of prevention of crimes, call your attention to the pro­
visions of section thirteen of the Bill of Rights, on the subject of bearing arms. 
The legislature is there given a control over the privileges of the citizen, in this 
respect, which was not in the old constitution. There is no doubt that to the 
universal habit of carrying arms is largely to be attributed the frequency of 
homicides in this State. I recommend that this privilege be placed under such 
restrictions as may seem to your wisdom best calculated to prevent the abuse 
ofit. Other than in a few of the frontier counties there is no good reason why 
deadly weapons should be permitted to be carried on the person. 179 

New armed carriage laws were even passed within those states that did not 
maintain a police power or regulatory proviso in their constitution.180 Even­
tually, these laws were subjected to constitutional challenges but were gener­
ally upheld by the courts as a constitutional exercise of police power. Com­
paring and contrasting these Reconstruction Era court decisions with their 
Antebellum Era counterparts reveals a noticeable shift in legal language and 
doctrine. Recall that during the Antebellum Era some Southern courts held 
that legislatures could prohibit the concealed carriage of dangerous weapons 
but could not outright prohibit their open carriage. However, these courts 
were generally silent as to whether state and local governments could regulate 
any aspect of open carriage- that is, in what manner, if at all, could the state 
and local governments restrict the open carriage of dangerous weapons. Did 
it matter whether the law restricted carriage in private, public, or both? The 
courts began gradually providing the answers, and through the process there 
developed a constitutional consensus that state and local governments could 
restrict the carrying of dangerous weapons in public places. 181 

Take, for instance, the Georgia Supreme Court, which had previously 
held in Nunn v. State that the Georgia legislature could not prohibit the car-Compendium_Rivas 
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152 ARMED IN AMERICA 

riage of arms openly but left open whether the legislature could regulate any 
facet of open carriage.182 Nearly three decades after Nunn was decided, the 
court addressed the matter in Hill v. State. At the heart of the case was an 
1870 Georgia law that prohibited any person from carrying "any dirk, Bowie­
knife, pistol or revolver, or any kind of deadly weapon, to any court of justice 
of any election ground or precinct, or any place of public worship, or any 
other public gathering ... except militia muster grounds."183 By the time the 
Georgia Supreme Court was presented with Hill, the court had become cogni­
zant of the growing problem of Southern violence and was "at a loss to follow 
the line of thought that extends the guarantee to the right to carry pistols, 
dirks, Bowie-knives, and those other weapons of like character, which, as all 
admit, are the greatest nuisances of our day."184 The court then proceeded to 
curtail its pronouncement in Nunn.185 The court rationalized that any right to 
carry weapons could not supersede the right to peacefully assemble, vote, and 
worship in the public concourse "unmolested' by terror, or danger, or insult."186 

For it to be the other way around-that is, for the right to carry arms to be 
the equivalent of the rights to peacefully assemble, vote, and worship-would 
mean the "whole scheme of law and order, and government and protection, 
would be a failure, and that the people, instead of depending upon the laws and 
the public authorities for protection, were each man to take care of himself, 
and to be always ready to resist to the death, then and there, all opposers."187 

In Andrews v. State, the Tennessee Supreme Court arrived at virtually the 
same conclusion.188 At issue was a law that prohibited the carriage of a "dirk, 
sword-cane, Spanish stiletto, belt or pocket pistol or revolver" in both public 
and private.189 As it pertained to the carriage of such arms in private, the court 
concluded the law was unconstitutional because it would have punished indi­
viduals who purchased such weapons and carried them to their residence.190 

In other words, the court held the law was unconstitutionally broad because 
it needlessly intruded into the right to keep and maintain such weapons.191 

However, as it pertained to the armed carriage in public, the court found the 
law to be a constitutional exercise of government police power. 192 

Even in Texas, known for its firearm-toting frontier way of life, the law 
of the land was that state and local governments could restrict the carrying of 
dangerous weapons in public. Relying on a combination of precedent, con­
temporaneous legal commentary, and the historical genesis of the Statute of 
Northampton, the Texas Supreme Court concluded that the state's armed car­
riage law did not violate the right to arms.193 The court reasoned that, if any­
thing, armed carriage restrictions promoted liberty: "It is useless to talk about 
personal liberty being infringed by laws such as that under consideration. The 
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world has seen too much licentiousness cloaked under the name of natural or 
personal liberty; natural and personal liberty are exchanged, under the social 
compact of states, for civil liberty."194 

Then there was the Missouri Supreme Court case of State v. Reando. The 
issue before the court was the constitutionality of an 1874 Missouri law that 
prohibited the concealed carriage of any firearms or dangerous weapons into "any 
church or place where people have assembled for religious worship, or into any 
schoolroom or into any place where people may be assembled for educational, 
literary or social purposes, or to any election precinct, on any election day, or into 
any court room, during the sitting of court, or into any other public assemblage 
of persons met for other than militia drill."195 The law was constitutionally chal­
lenged on the grounds that it violated Article I, section 8 of the 1865 Missouri 
Constitution, which provided the "right of the citizens to bear arms in defence of 
themselves and the lawful authority of the State."196 Judge Elijah H. Norton, who 
had previously served as a delegate to the 1861 Missouri Constitutional Conven­
tion and was considered the father of the 1875 Missouri Constitution, upheld 
the law as a constitutional exercise of government police power.197 While Norton 
recognized that the court was only faced with a constitutional challenge to a 
concealed carriage restriction, he noted that the practice of carrying dangerous 
weapons habitually, whether open or concealed, was so repugnant to the "moral 
sense of every well-regulated community" that society would be "shocked by any 
one who would so far disregard it, as to invade such places with fire arms and 
deadly weapons."198 Judge Norton then concluded his opinion by noting that all 
rights, including the right to arms, could be subjected to reasonable regulation in 
the interest of the public good. This was particularly the case whenever freedom 
of action was seen as negatively impacting the community at large: 

The statute in question is nothing more than a police regulation, made in the 

interest of peace and good order, perfectly within the power of the legislature 

to make. Such, or similar statutes, have been upheld in all the States, so far as 

we have been able to ascertain .... 

The right to keep and bear arms necessarily implies the right to use them, 

and yet acts passed by the legislature regulating their use, or rather making it an 

offense to use them in certain ways and places, have never been questioned .... 

The constitution protects a person in his right of property, and instances 

are numerous where the legislature has assumed to regulate and control it. 

A person has a right to own a mischievous or dangerous animal; yet under 

our statute, if the owner thereof, knowing its propensities, unlawfully suffer 

it to go at large or shall keep it without ordinary care, and such animal while Compendium_Rivas 
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Figure 5.1 Unrelated-adult homicide rate in New Hampshire and Vermont, 
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Figure 5.2 Unrelated-adult homicide rates in rural Illinois, 1820-1900 (per 
100,000 adults per year). 
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military service. As their hold on power strengthened in the 1790s, 
they abolished other unpopular wartime acts and implemented uni­

versal male suffrage and a volunteer militia-measures that proved 
widely popular. The legitimacy of government was rebuilt that way in 
every state, step by step.7 

The Revolution had undermined fellow feeling in the North, espe­

cially among white Protestants, in ways that would take a generation to 
repair. Patriotic feeling did not really began to flourish until the 1820s 

and early 1830s (Figure 2.1), and many northerners still questioned 
the legitimacy of the central government and the character of the men 

who ran it. But the Revolution also fostered a belief in the unique 
promise of the new nation that seemed to help suppr~ss homicide. 
America would be a country where everyone had a chance to be eco-
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Figure 5.3 Urban homicide rates in the northern United States, 1797-1900 
(per 100,000 adults per year). 

Compendium_Rivas 
Page 061

Case 3:17-cv-01017-BEN-JLB   Document 122   Filed 11/10/22   PageID.10452   Page 66 of 113



296 • INTIMATE HOMICIDE IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

more likely than marital or romance murders to have been provoked 
by at least one of the factors that correlate with homicides among un­
related adults. Letitia Blaisdell was an _extreme example of someone 
who was dissatisfied with her position in life and turned to murder be­
cause she desperately wanted to be as rich as her relatives were. But 
many native-born Protestants appeared to feel increasing levels of dis­
satisfaction with their economic progress, and their frustrated expecta­
tions were beginning to produce higher homicide rates not only in the 
society at large, but within their own families. 

CHAPTER 7 

"All Is Confusion, Excitement 
and Distrust" 

America Becomes a Homicidal Nation 

Between the mid-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries homicide 
rates fell in nearly every Western nation. Wherever stable, legitimate 
governments took shape and people developed a strong sense of patri­
otism and national identity, homicide rates tumbled to historically low 
levels. The homicide rate in England and Wales fell twice during this 
period, after 1867 and 1884. Those drops correlate perfectly with two 
major reforms that changed the nature of the British political system. 
The 1867 Reform Act gave the vote to all men who were heads of 
households in incorporated cities and towns, adding just under a mil­
lion voters to the rolls. The 1884 act enfranchised all male household 
heads in the countryside, adding six million voters. The homicide rate 
fell abruptly after each act was passed and then decreased gradually to 
an astonishing 1 per 100,000 adults per year on the eve of World War I 
(Figure 5.11).1 Giving poor and middle-class Britons the vote reduced 
every kind of murder among unrelated adults, from rape and robbery 
murders to killings in tavern brawls and in employer-employee dis­
putes. 

Homicide rates continued to fall in Canada's core provinces after 
Canadians won the right to self-government and began to develop 
strong two-party systems and a clearer sense of identity and nationality. 
Homicide rates were extremely low in the Confederation provinces 
that achieved independence from Britain in 1867-Nova Scotia, New 
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Brunswick, Quebec, and Ontario-despite their ethnic and religious 
divisions. By the 1880s the homicide indictment rate was less than 1 
per 100,000 adults per year (Figure 5.10}. But in the 1850s and early 
1860s the western frontier of Canada was as violent as the northwest­
ern frontier of the United States. Among white settlers the homicide 
rate was at least 25 per 100,000 adults per year in British Columbia, 
and it was much higher among Native Americans. Homicide rates 
were probably also high in Newfoundland, where conflict persisted be­
tween English Protestants and Irish Catholics; and in Manitoba, where 
mixed-blood Metis twice rebelled against the central government to 
defend their land against encroachment by English and Scots-Irish set­
tlers. Because of the homicide rates in its outlying provinces, Canada 
as a whole had a higher homicide rate in the late 1920s than En­
gland and Wales, but its rate was still low by historic standards: 2.3 per 
100,000 adults per year.2 

National unification and the emergence of a strong central govern­
ment sent the homicide rate plummeting in Italy. The data from Ger­
many are far from complete, but the rate at which Germans were tried 
for homicide also fell rapidly after national unification, dropping by a 
third between the early 1880s and the beginning of World War I. Only 
France saw its homicide rate rise slightly in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. The French rate was not very high-perhaps 
a little more than 2 per 100,000 adults per year, or about the same 
as Canada's-but it was 50 percent higher under the Third Repub­
lic than it had been under the Second Empire of Louis Napoleon. 
Both regimes had representative assemblies and universal suffrage for 
men, but Louis Napoleon's constitutional monarchy was more widely 
popular and would probably have survived had it not suffered a disas­
trous defeat in the Franco-Prussian War. Conservative and moderate 
republicans governed well after 1870, but they governed from a nar­
row middle ground, and only by default, because the monarchist ma­
jority could not agree on whether to turn to a Bourbon, an Orleans, or 
a Bonaparte or to choose a strong man like former general and Minis­
ter of War Georges Boulanger. The right consolidated its power over 
the army and the Catholic Church, while the left turned to radical re­
publicanism, socialism, and anarchism, and both the right and left 
threatened to overthrow the Republic. Politics became so heated that 
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assassinations and duels among public men reappeared. This constant 
political turmoil, with ideologues of all stripes warring over what form 
the government should take, was accompanied by an elevated homi­
cide rate among unrelated adults. By World War I, France's homicide 
rate was double the rates in more politically stable and unified nations 
such as England, Wales, Sweden, and Norway.3 

It was at this time that homicide rates in the United States truly di­
verged from rates elsewhere in the Western world. In the late 1840s 
and 1850s they exploded across the nation, not only in the plantation 
South and the Southwest, where higher rates already prevailed, but 
also in the mountain South and the North, which had previously had 
extremely low rates. The least homicidal places in the Western world 
suddenly became the most homicidal. By the end of the Civil War, 
homicide rates among unrelated adults were substantially higher in 
the North than in Canada or western Europe, and higher still by one 
or two orders of magnitude in the South and Southwest. All kinds 
of homicide increased: robbery murders, rape murders, and killings 
over insults, bar tabs, card games, property disputes, and small debts. 
Ethnically and r~cially motivated murders increased, as did murders 
in the workplace and along the nation's roads, railroads, and water­
ways. Everywhere and under all sorts of circumstances, Americans, es­
pecially men, were more willing to kill friends, acquaintances, and 
strangers. 

Immigration, economic hardship, and the conquest of areas popu­
lated by Hispanic and Native peoples contributed to the rise in homi­
cide in the late 1840s and 1850s. Irish, French Canadian, German, and 
Chinese immigrants were well represented both as victims and as per­
petrators wherever substantial numbers of them worked as unskilled 
laborers; and Hispanic and Native peoples in the trans-Mississippi West 
saw their homicide rates rise because of dispossession, demoraliza­
tion, and victimization by white settlers. Yet homicide rates also surged 
among native-born Protestants, and in most areas of the country their 
rates rose as quickly as those of immigrants or ethnic minorities. 4 Many 
native-born workers, particularly African Americans, saw their stan­
dard of living decline in cities around the nation as masses of immi­
grants flooded into the country from Ireland, Germany, and French 
Canada. But native-born murder rates continued to climb even in ru-
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ral areas, where there was unprecedented prosperity in the late 1840s 
and 1850s. Immigration, war, and poverty may have contributed to the 
rise in homicide, but they did not cause it. The rise was too sudden 
and too widespread. Besides, Canadians and Europeans faced their 
own problems with immigration, war, and poverty, yet their homicide 
rates fell. 

Ultimately the increase in homicide in the United States occurred 
because Americans could not coalesce into a nation. As the country 
struggled through the wrenching and divisive changes of the mid­
nineteenth century-the crises over slavery and immigration, the de­
cline in self-employment, and the rise of industrialized cities-the pa­
triotic faith in government that most Americans had felt so strongly 
after the Revolution was undermined by anger and distrust. Disillu­
sioned by the course the nation was taking, people felt increasingly 
alienated from both their government and their neighbors. They were 
losing the sense that they were participating in a great adventure with 
their fellow Americans. Instead, they were competing in a cutthroat 
economy and a combative electoral system against millions of strang­
ers whose interests and values were antithetical to their own. 

In his inaugural address of 1853, President Franklin Pierce tried to 
restore faith in America's destiny. He saw "abundant grounds for hope­
ful confidence." The future was "boundless." It didn't look that way to 
most Americans. In 1846 the United States had embarked upon a 
war of conquest to spread slavery into Mexico, a sister republic, and 
it appeared that slaveholders and proslavery politicians would gov­
ern new territory. A flood of immigrants usurped what are now re­
ferred to as entry-level jobs, and after three decades of steady decline 
in self-employment, the promise of opportunity began to ring hollow. 
Banking monopolies and federal subsidies for special interests fos­
tered economic inequality, and politicians promoted the belief that 
government corruption was rife ( even though the government was no 
worse than it had ever been). Tenements were overflowing, but more 
mansions were being built every day. People began to wonder if de­
mocracy was a lost cause in the United States. Their fears were exacer­
bated by the failure of the European revolutions of 1848, which ended 
in class conflict, socialist uprisings, and military repression. Americans 
had once hoped, as a writer to the Southern Literary,Messengersaid, that 
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"the rotten and antiquated foundations of every despotic and exclu­
sive institution of the Old World" would "crumble into ruin." Instead, 
the United States appeared to be recreating old Europe at its worst.5 

Politics polarized along ethnic, regional, religious, class, and racial 
lines, and the national polity disintegrated as people argued about 
whether immigrants, free blacks, Catholics, Hispanics, Asians, and Na­
tive Americans should become full citizens and whether slavery would 
be allowed in the western territories. The rise in homicide coincided 
with a nationwide decline in patriotism (especially in identification 
with national political symbols) and with a loss of faith in government 
and in moderate, mainstream political parties. The proportion of new 
counties named after national heroes fell from a high of 45 percent in 
the 1820s and 1830s to only 17 percent in the 1850s and 1860s (Figure 
2.1). The Democrats failed as a national party and the Whigs failed al­
together, leaving the two-party system in ruins. Parties that were more 
aggressive ideologically took their place. The leaders of these par­
ties questioned the legitimacy of national institutions and challenged 
other Americans' morality, patriotism, and right to citizenship. They 
used extreme rhetoric to generate partisan enthusiasm, and they en­
couraged righteous and retributive violence, especially in defense of 
property or rights.6 

Aggression and vitriolic language invaded personal as well as politi­
cal relationships and turned everyday encounters over debts or minor 
offenses like trespassing into deadly ones. More people chose to pro­
tect their rights or interests by force, either because they felt that they 
could no longer count on the government to protect them or because 
they despised the government so much that they would not seek jus­
tice from it. Some even refused to recognize legal decisions that went 
against them because the government was no longer "their govern­
ment." And as more Americans became frustrated by their inability 
to achieve economic independence or anxious about preserving it, 
the heightened sensitivity about social status and respect that had 
characterized male behavior in the plantation South and the South­
west spread to other areas of the country. People responded violently 
not only to threats to their property or person but also to disrespect. 
They killed over a word, a gesture, a glance. In every region, the major­
ity of murders were everyday homicides-sexual assault murders, rob-
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bery murders, property dispute murders, and so on-with no obvious 
connection to politics. But across the nation, the areas with the great­
est political strife had the highest homicide rates. 

Homicide in the North 

Homicide rates among unrelated adults in the northern United States 
followed the arc of the nation's political history. They rose in the late 
1840s and 1850s, during the Mexican War and the Kansas crisis, re­
mained high through the Civil War, and declined in most places in the 
late 1860s and 1870s as the nation emerged from chaos and the two­
party system revived. Across the northern United States, homicide 
rates that had ranged in the 1830s and early 1840s from a low of 1 per 
100,000 adults per year in northern New England to a high of 6 per 
100,000 in New York City, rose to between 2 and 33 per 100,000 in the 
northern countryside and to between 10 and 20 per 100,000 in north­
ern cities (Figures 4.2 and 5.1-5.3).7 As with most previous surges 
in homicide, the increase affected everyone: blacks and whites, the 
native-born and immigrants, Protestants and Catholics, the rich and 
the poor. Murders of unrelated adults remained the near-exclusive 
province of men, but the rate at which women murdered and were 
murdered by unrelated adults also rose. Victimization and perpetra­
tion rates doubled or more than doubled for everyone. 

Thousands of homicides that appeared to arise out of class, ethnic, 
religious, racial, or partisan hostility had an obvious political dimen­
sion. Like the killings of blacks by Irish rioters in New York, for exam­
ple, or of German immigrants by nativists in Chicago, they were caused 
by conflicts over slavery and immigration and by the fear that the de­
cline in self-employment generated. But the great majority of homi­
cides seemed to have nothing to do with politics. They were the result 
of tavern brawls, fights over property, and other everyday disputes. Ul­
timately, however, they stemmed from the same emotions that political 
homicides did-anger about the government's failure to protect their 
interests, a decline in fellow feeling, and frustration over the declining 
opportunities for self-employment that undermined the legitimacy of 
the North's social hierarchy. 

The decline in self-employment was critical. T\-ie key to achieving 
status in the United States was economic independence, but the pro-
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portion of adult men in the North who were self-employed fell steadily 
from around three-fifths in 1815 to two-fifths by 1860 and a third in 
1880. By the mid-nineteenth century many Americans faced the pros­
pect of working their entire lives as "wage slaves." In time, the creation 
of high-paying jobs for skilled and semiskilled workers on railroads 
and in factories would make wage work more attractive, and Ameri­
cans would come to consider it honorable for a man to spend his 
life working for a corporation. That was not yet the case in the mid­
nineteenth century. Many Americans were demoralized by their fail­
ure to achieve self-employment and despondent about their children's 
chances of achieving it. It was all well and good for Abraham Lincoln 
to say that "there is no such thing as a freeman being fatally fixed for 
life, in the condition of a hired laborer," and that if a man spent his life 
working for others it was "not the fault of the system, but because of ei­
ther a dependent nature which prefers it, or improvidence, folly, or 
singular misfortune." What had been true in the 1820s was no longer 
true in the 1850s and 1860s. Critics noted that men who thought like 
Lincoln lived in frame houses, not log cabins. Labor reformer Ira 
Stewart wonder~d if Lincoln wanted to be admired because he had 
once worked with his hands, or because he no longer had to. The 
Whigs' vision of boundless opportunity was compelling to many poor 
and middle-income men, but it did not lessen their anger and anxiety 
about the difficulty of getting ahead.8 

Although real wages rose, even for the poor, working people experi­
enced their loss of economic independence as a loss of dignity, and 
they blamed the rich for trampling on their fellow citizens to get 
ahead. Strikes and other labor conflicts proliferated in coal mining 
and railroading as workers realized that they would have to fight to im­
prove their wages and working conditions or live like slaves on what 
their employers were willing to give them. 

Mass violence in coal mining and railroading took nearly 200 lives in 
the 1860s and 1870s, and as workers in small firms grew increasingly 
frustrated over their wages, working conditions, and prospects, an in­
creasing number of them murdered their employers in disputes over 
wages, firings, and arrests for disturbances in the workplace. Workers 
had become more jealous of their rights, and employers were less re­
spectful of people who worked for wages. The relationships between 
employers and employees were most volatile when they lived together, 
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as they did on ships and on most farms. George Wilson, a sailor on the 
schooner Eudora Imogene, killed both the captain and the first mate af­
ter the captain denied him shore leave in New York City. Charles 
Stockley, a hired hand in Genesee County, New York, killed his em­
ployer, John Walker, because Walker did not think Stockley was good 
enough to court his daughter.9 

The decline in self-employment would not have caused a general 
homicide problem in the northern United States, however, were it 
not for two events that shattered the American polity: the sudden 
rise in immigration from Europe and the controversy over slavery. 
Three million immigrants entered the United States in the decade af­
ter 1845. More than three-fourths settled in the North. Many of the 
new immigrants were desperately poor refugees from the potato fam­
ine of 1845-1850. Before the famine, 85 percent of all immigrants had 
worked as farmers, professionals, or skilled laborers. Afterward more 
than half worked as unskilled or semiskilled laborers. 10 

The American economy was robust in these years, but it could not 
absorb the vast number of poor immigrants who arrived in the late 
1840s and early 1850s. In cities, unemployment rose and real wages fell 
for a time for all workers, including the native-born. Anti-immigrant 
feeling ran high among native-born workers in cities. They competed 
directly against the immigrants for jobs, housing, and political power. 
Labor leaders promised to defend "our mechanics and working men 
and women, who had been sorely pressed by the unfair competition 
and combinations of pauper Europeans." Nativist politicians blamed 
the immigrants for all of society's ills: rising crime rates, alcoholism, 
disease-ridden slums, and political corruption. Immigrants were "a 
noisy, drinking and brawling rabble." They "bring the grog shops like 
frogs of Egypt upon us." Nativists demanded that the government put 
a stop to immigration or at least curb the political power of immi­
grants by requiring them to spend twenty-one years in the United 
States before they could vote. "Have we not a right to protect ourselves 
against the ravenous dregs of anarchy and crime, the tainted swarms of 
pauperism and vice Europe shakes on our shores from her diseased 
robes?"11 

Anti-Catholic feeling was even more intense. Before the mid-1840s, 
three-fourths of all immigrants had been Protestants; after 1845 two­
thirds were Catholics from Ireland, Germany, and French Canada. Mil-
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itant Protestants believed that the pope had sent the immigrants to the 
United States to subvert American democracy and establish a Catholic 
theocracy. They were afraid that the Catholic Church, "the child of Sa­
tan," was trying to extinguish liberty by "riveting Italian chains" upon 
the American people. The Catholic clergy lent credence to such fears 
by opposing the use of the Protestant Bible in public schools, demand­
ing that tax dollars be set aside to support parochial schools, and 
requiring that all church property in the hands of lay trustees be 
handed over to Rome. They also spoke about their hopes of making 
the United States a Catholic nation. In 1850 Archbishop John Hughes 
told the congregation of St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York City that 
"everybody should know that we have for our mission to convert the 
world-including the inhabitants of the United States-the people of 
the cities, and the people of the country, the officers of the navy and 
the marines, commanders of the army, the Legislatures, the Senate, 
the Cabinet, the President, and all! "12 

Such talk led to a terror campaign against Catholics that peaked in 
the late 1840s and 1850s. Militant Protestants mobbed Catholic clergy­
men, desecrated.and destroyed Catholic churches, assaulted Catholic 
voters, and ran riot through neighborhoods populated by German 
and Irish immigrants. Deadly riots broke out against Irish immigrants 
in Brooklyn and Philadelphia, against German immigrants in Chicago 
and Hoboken, New Jersey, and between German Protestants and Irish 
Catholics in Cincinnati. In the New York City Orange Riots of 1870 
and 1871, street fighting between Irish Protestants and Catholics and 
an assault by the militia on Catholic demonstrators took seventy lives. 13 

Most interethnic homicides were the result of gang fights, turf bat­
tles, or personal quarrels in which ethnicity pushed the aggressor over 
the edge. An Irish immigrant killed an English immigrant in New York 
City in 1848 simply because he was an Englishman, and he told an En­
glish bystander that he would kill him too if he interfered. In 1853 a 
deadly brawl broke out in the factory town of Rollinsford, New Hamp­
shire, when native-born boys attacked Irish boys who lived in shan­
ties behind the woolen mills. In 1863 Schyler Courier, a native-born, 
middle-aged cooper in Chillicothe, Ohio, got angry when teenaged 
German boys pelted him with snowballs. He opened fire with his shot­
gun, killing Jacob Shears. In 1861 R. T. McHaney, a Scots-Irish farmer 
in Williamson County, Illinois, learned that an Irishman passing by 
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had insulted his wife, so he got his gun, tracked the man down, and 

shot him dead.14 

The anxiety that many people felt about their prospects exacerbated 
the nativist hostility of the late 1840s and-1850s. Native-born northern­
ers who were disreputable or down on their luck were particularly un­
willing to countenance affronts from immigrants. Small indignities 
that might have been tolerated from other native-born Protestants­
being hit by snowballs or having a passerby whistle at one's wife­
became unendurable outrages when they were committed by immi­

grants. 
The controversy over immigration also affected homicide rates indi­

rectly, because it damaged mainstream political parties and left every­
one feeling victimized. When nativists entered politics on the grass­
roots level in 1853-1855, they did well, winning state and local races 
throughout the Northeast. They did poorly to the west of Ohio and 
Michigan, where immigrants were more welcome and the status of 
slavery in the western territories was more important to people wor­
ried about their economic futures; but they attracted enough support 
in the nation as a whole to undermine fellow feeling and to contribute 
to the collapse of the two-party system. 

Even more instrumental than immigration and the nativist cam­
paign against it in undermining political stability, patriotic feeling, and 
faith in government was the conflict over slavery and race precipitated 
by the Mexican War, or "Mr. Polk's War," as its opponents called it. As it 
became clear that the purpose of the war was to seize territory and cre­
ate new slave states, opposition intensified, particularly in the North. 
"Conscience" Whigs like John Quincy Adams, who were antislavery by 
conviction, accused Polk and his southern allies of trying to roll back 
"the happy progress" of Mexico, a sister republic that had abolished 
slavery, and "afflict her with what has been everywhere the shame of 
the white man, and the curse of both black and white." Moderate 
Whigs and Democrats had no quarrel with slavery where it existed, nor 
did they question the morality of the war, but they believed that the 
presence of slavery and blacks degraded white labor, and they feared 
for the future of free workers if newly acquired territories were opened 
to slavery. David Wilmot, a representative from Pennsylvania, asked in 
his famous "proviso" of 1846 that slavery and black~ be kept out of any 
territories acquired by the United States as a result of the war with 
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Mexico. "The negro race already occupy enough of this fair conti­
nent. ... I would preserve for free white labor a fair country ... where 
the sons of toil, of my own race and own color, can live without the dis­
grace which association with negro slavery brings upon free labor." Re­
gardless of their feelings about blacks, Free Soilers saw the West as 
"a new country for poor folks," where those who lacked the money to 
succeed in the East could prosper. The proslavery powers would deny 
them that opportunity. As Abraham Lincoln said, they would "cancel 
and tear to pieces even the white man's charter of freedom" in their 
"greedy chase to make profit of the negro."15 

Wilmot's proviso was defeated in Congress with the help of north­
ern expansionists, but it became increasingly apparent that a rift had 
opened between northerners and southerners and among northern­
ers themselves. Each side considered the other to have betrayed Amer­
ican ideals. Centrists like Stephen Douglas and Lewis Cass cobbled to­
gether the so-called Compromise of 1850, which admitted California 
as a free state and gave southerners the right to take slaves into the 
Utah and New Mexico territories. Southerners also got a tough new 
fugitive slave law. and the de facto repeal of the Missouri Compromise, 
which quietly opened the door to slavery in Kansas, Nebraska, and 
other northern territories. But success for Douglas and Cass came at a 
price. Opening the western territories to slavery outraged most north­
erners, failed to placate southerners, and shattered the American pol­
ity. From that time forward, neither side would accept the legitimacy 
of a government run by the other, a law passed by the other, or a legal 
decision handed down by the other. As Ralph Waldo Emerson had pre­
dicted at the beginning of the Mexican War, "the United States will 
conquer Mexico, but it will be as the man swallows the arsenic, which 
brings him down in turn. Mexico will poison us. "16 

The stage was set for a strong surge in homicides. Naturally, the con­
nection between the political rift and the homicide rate was most obvi­
ous where murders involving race and slavery were concerned. All 
sides in the slavery controversy were furious with the government, and 
among militants all feelings of kinship with and empathy for Ameri­
cans who were on the wrong side of the issue evaporated. In the North, 
the controversy began to claim lives as soon as the Fugitive Slave Law 
was enacted. Frederick Douglass, a fugitive himself, said in the fall of 
1850 that "the only way to make the Fugitive Slave Law a dead letter is 
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to make half a dozen or more dead kidnappers," and abolitionists re­
peatedly showed their willingness to do just that. Slaveowners and law­
enforcement officers were murdered in _Pennsylvania and Massachu­
setts for trying to return fugitives to slavery, and thieves were lynched 
in the Midwest for kidnapping and selling free blacks into slavery. 
Most efforts to defend fugitive slaves or free blacks ended without loss 
of life, but there were enough deaths to exacerbate hostile feelings on 
both sides of the issue.17 

The North also saw violence spawned by the campaign for equal 
rights for African Americans. Antiblack violence was not as intense 
in the late 1840s or 1850s as it would become in the 1860s and early 
1870s, after the Union committed itself to ending slavery and African 
American men won the right to vote. But militant white supremacists 
had already gained strength across the nation after the Mexican War, 
and they used violence to keep blacks in their place. Black workers 
were mobbed wherever they competed against whites for jobs, espe­
cially in northern cities. In New York City in 1847 a black laborer and a 
black tradesman were killed on their way to work by small bands of 
whites who wanted their jobs, and in 1858 a group of white paupers in 
Philadelphia killed a black man because he had a job and they were on 
relief. Black felony suspects were lynched, and black men who married 
white women were risking their lives. The California House tavern in 
Moyamensing, Pennsylvania, was owned by a black man whose wife was 
white. In 1849 the tavern was attacked and burned, and four people 
died. Such incidents were almost invariably the work of militant Demo­
crats, for whom they were an integral part of the campaign for slavery 
and white supremacy. The campaign was tremendously successful in 
the late 1840s and 1850s. Blacks lost many of the skilled and service 
jobs they had held to whites. Their health declined, and their life ex­
pectancies reached new lows.18 

Race also played a role in the increase in homicides of blacks by 
white acquaintances. Some whites murdered blacks for failing to ac­
knowledge their superior status as white men. Captain Diehl of Cleve­
land, Ohio, got into an argument with an elderly black woman, took 
offense at her tone, and shot her dead. John Thorner, a German im­
migrant who worked as a laborer for the wealthiest farmer in Ross 
County, Ohio, took a dislike to the farmer's trusted African American 
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servant, James Cotton, and during a dispute over payment for goods 
he had sold Cotton he grabbed a shotgun and killed him.19 

Racial hostility led to an increase in all kinds of murders of blacks by 
whites. For the first time since the early eighteenth century, black ho­
micide rates in the North pushed past those of whites, solely because 
of white violence against blacks. Blacks killed blacks at lower rates than 
whites killed whites, but whites murdered blacks at roughly twice the 
rate at which blacks murdered one another in rural areas and at five 
times that rate in cities.20 

Occasionally blacks responded in kind to white violence and abuse, 
further escalating the murder rate. Henry Raymond, a Philadelphian, 
threw a white man to the ground and cracked his skull when the man 
tried to interfere in a black political demonstration. Allen Nokes, an­
other Philadelphian, stabbed a white man who had insulted him with 
racial epithets. In rural areas, such murders ensured that as many 
whites were killed by blacks as blacks were killed by whites. But in cit­
ies, where the surge in interracial homicide was one-sided and politi­
cally driven, twice as many blacks were killed in interracial confronta­
tions as whites, even though defensive murders of whites by blacks 
became more common. 21 

The worst violence of the 1850s over slavery and race occurred in 
"Bleeding" Kansas, where scores lost their lives in the battle to deter­
mine whether the territory would be slave or free. It was a sign of how 
polarized the nation had become that elected officials were calling 
upon Americans to murder each other. Among them was Senator Da­
vid Atcheson of Missouri, who told southerners to "mark every scoun­
drel among you that is the least tainted with free-soilism, or abolition­
ism, and exterminate him." He promised to send enough Missourians 
into Kansas "to kill every God-damned abolitionist in the Territory." 
Militant northerners responded in kind. The New England Emigrant 
Aid Company, an abolitionist organization, armed hundreds of anti­
slavery settlers and shipped them off to Kansas. Eli Thayer, who had 
organized the company and secured its charter from the Massachu­
setts legislature, thought it "well for the Emigrant to be furnished with 
his Bible and his rifle; and if he were not protected in his rights ac­
cording to the principles of the first, let him rely upon the execution 
of the latter." Antislavery settlers were determined to "fight fire with 
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fire," as settler John Brown put it, and they did. At least 200 people 
died in the fighting. 22 

Political hatred continued to inspire murders in the North during 
and after the Civil War. Violence between Unionists and Confederate 
sympathizers was rampant, particularly in Indiana, southern and west­
ern Illinois, and southern Iowa, where many residents came from the 
South. In 1863 a southerner passing through Henderson County, Illi­
nois, was waylaid by several Union army veterans after a hotelkeeper 
informed them that the man was carrying a lot of cash. When con­
fronted, he claimed to be looking for a place to live, but the veterans 
suspected that he was buying horses for the Confederacy. They robbed 
him, whipped him, hanged him till he was nearly dead, cut off his 
hands, and left him to die. When they returned the next morning he 
was still alive, so they shot him. In Keokuk County, Iowa, a prominent 
pro-Confederate Democrat, George Cyphert Tally, was killed in the 
Skunk River War in 1863. Tally had gathered a band of southern sym­
pathizers to attack a meeting of county Republicans. Tally began the 
shooting, but the Republicans returned fire. The Democrats withdrew 
to the south of town and began to organize for another assault, but 
Governor Kirkwood sent militia units to disperse them.23 

Perhaps the worst of this type of violence occurred in Williamson 
County, Illinois, a farming area in the south-central part of the state 
that was predominantly Democratic and southern. In 1862 Confeder­
ate sympathizers began to murder local Republicans, Union soldiers 
on leave, and informants who had revealed the hiding places of the 
county's many deserters and draft dodgers. The killing persisted even 
after the war. A few Republicans responded by murdering Democrats. 
By the time the killings and the family feuds they spawned played 
themselves out in 1875, more than a score of people had been killed.24 

Political violence triggered a similar rash of homicides in south­
eastern Pennsylvania, a coal-mining area that was as divided as Wil­
liamson County during the Civil War. Most mine owners, foremen, 
and company store operators were Republicans, but the Irish miners 
were Democrats and increasingly antagonistic toward the war. They 
opposed emancipating the slaves, because they were afraid freedmen 
would move north and take their jobs, and they opposed the draft, 
which they rightly believed would fall more heavily, on poor Catholics 
like themselves than on the wealthier Protestants they worked for. At a 
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Fourth of July celebration in Carbon County in 1862, mine foreman 
F. W. Langdon berated Irish miners who were demonstrating against 
the war, and they stoned him to death. In the fall of 1863 men with 
blackened faces burst into the home of mine owner George Smith and 
shot him dead in front of his family because Smith had been entertain­
ing soldiers who had come to Carbon County to enforce the draft. An­

ger over the war, the draft, and emancipation led to a wave of mur­
ders and robberies of mine owners and their associates. Such killings 
pushed the homicide rate in coal country to 22 per 100,000 adults per 
year, a third higher than the rate in New York City.25 

Racially motivated attacks on blacks also escalated during the Civil 
War and Reconstruction as the Emancipation Proclamation, the 
Civil Rights Act, and the Fifteenth Amendment (which gave men the 
right to vote regardless of race) removed the legal barriers to racial 
equality. Militant whites blamed blacks and their white abolitionist al­
lies for the suffering caused by the war. The Democratic Valley Spirit of 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, proclaimed in the fall of 1862 that the 
abolitionists had "provoked the present war, and to prolong it to the 
'bitter end' the :r;iigger is dragged into the contest by his woolly-head at 
every turn until it has resolved itself into a war for the special benefit 
of Sambo, and his abolition admirers." Such attitudes led to deadly 
antiblack riots. In New York City in 1863, angry Democrats broke up 
the city's first draft lottery and went on a rampage against Republican 
officials, the Republican-controlled Metropolitan Police, and blacks, 
whom they blamed for the nation's problems. They burned an African 
American orphanage and killed at least thirty blacks, torturing and 
mutilating many of them. In 1871 Democrats in Philadelphia attacked 
blacks trying to cast their first ballots. Four died. But most victims of 
racially motivated violence were killed not by mobs but by individuals 
acting alone or in pairs. 26 

There is thus no question that the decline in self-employment and 
the controversies over immigration, slavery, and race were directly re­
sponsible for an increase in homicides motivated by class, ethnic, reli­
gious, racial, and political antagonism. These murders alone would 
have made the northern United States more homicidal than Canada 
or western Europe at midcentury. But the increase in such murders 
was overshadowed by an even greater increase in vigilante and preda­
tory killings and in homicides over petty differences, turf, and prop-
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erty. Most of these murderers were unaware that their behavior had 
any connection with political conflict or strains on the social hierarchy. 
But their behavior shows the impress of_ broader social and political 
forces. They were antagonistic toward others because they were anx­
ious about their jobs and about the future, and that anxiety alienated 
them from others and made them more competitive in their struggle 
for status. They were also angry at the government and estranged from 
other Americans, who they felt were indifferent or even hostile to their 

interests. 
Most of the homicides committed by northerners at midcentury 

stemmed from petty disputes. The victims and perpetrators of these 
homicides were almost exclusively men, and they came from every eth­
nic, religious, and racial group. Their quarrels took place wherever 
working-class people or middle-class people of modest means gath­
ered-in the street, in taverns and dance halls, at work, and in private 
homes. To contemporaries, the causes of these quarrels seemed insig­
nificant, but in fact men were fighting to retain their self-respect and 
their position in society. Like southerners in the postrevolutionary pe­
riod, they were anxious about their standing in the social hierarchy, so 
they fought over anything that might put them at a competitive disad­
vantage with another man or show that they could be bullied. They 
killed each other over card games, races, dogfights, wrestling matches, 
and raffles. Men were killed for claiming that another country was 
better than the United States, for throwing a watermelon rind in fun, 
for teasing a dog, for rattling a door at night and making a ribald 
speech, for frightening a horse with a lighted pumpkin, for arguing 
over whose turn it was to unload the grain. One man died because he 
reminded a friend that he had once been flogged by a Dutch woman. 27 

Any word that touched on a man's work ethic, his faith, his honesty, 
or his willingness to pay his debts could elicit a lethal response, be­
cause these qualities determined a man's social standing in the North. 
Holmes Perry, a butcher in Lebanon, New Hampshire, was murdered 
after humiliating a day laborer who did not have thirty-five cents to 
pay for meat for his family. Addis Hayes, who worked for a small gro­
cer in Philadelphia, was walking out of a tavern with friends when 
an acquaintance passed by and joked, "There goes another loafer." 
Hayes beat him to death. Jesse Kendall, the foren;ian of a road crew 
in Hillsboro, New Hampshire, slapped one of the paupers in his crew, 
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Levi Johnson, with the flat of his shovel "in jest" and told him to get 
to work. Johnson buried the blade of his shovel in Kendall's head. 
Claude Humphrey of Olmstead, Ohio, reprimanded George Hersn­
nel, a blacksmith, for working on the Sabbath, so Hersnnel stabbed 
him.28 

This heightened sensitivity also showed itself when_ remarks were 
made about men's wives. When the wife of James Snow, a hardscrabble 
farmer, hunter, and fisherman in Walden, Vermont, told peddler John 
Stanton that she had no money to buy goods, Stanton said, "I guess 
you have money, as farmers generally have plenty of it." Furious at 
the insinuation that his wife was a liar, James Snow shot Stanton in 
the face. When John Gambs, a German farm laborer in Ross County, 
Ohio, accused farmer George Thacker's wife of stealing meat from 
him, Thacker beat him to death. These men were defending a north­
ern ideal of personal and family honor-one rooted not in the domi­
nation of others, as in a slave society, but in the virtuous reputation 
needed to succeed in business in a society of free laborers and small 
businessmen. 29 

For similar re<J-sons, northerners were likely to take offense when­
ever a proprietor refused them service. The refusal to accept a man's 
money, whether at a legal or an illegal business, was an affront to his 
standing in the community. Men killed hotel clerks, boardinghouse 
operators, tavernkeepers, dance hall bouncers, and brothel owners 
when they were ejected, refused service, or denied admission. Nearly 
all of these men were drunk and rowdy at the time, or they had been 
unruly or unwilling to pay their bills at these establishments in the 
past. But they did not see their behavior as sufficient reason to refuse 
them service. Even the dishonorable killed to defend their honor. And 
tavern and brothel workers, fearing for their lives, raised the death toll 
further by killing unruly customers. 30 

An alarming number of deadly quarrels had no precipitating causes, 
or at least none that were apparent to participants or bystanders. They 
occurred on the spur of the moment on the street, at the railroad sta­
tion, in taverns and dance halls, at circuses and holiday celebrations­
anywhere men came together to amuse themselves and to drink-and 
they show the degree to which forbearance and fellow feeling had col­
lapsed among men in the North. Sometimes individuals were simply 
spoiling for a fight. In a remarkable number of cases, a half-dozen or 
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more men, some of them friends, some strangers, joined brawls that 

ended in the deaths of one or more people. 31 

During this period the North also witnessed another phenomenon 
previously confined to the slaveholding South: murders committed by 
bullies. Changing circumstances in the North produced a crop of men 
who cultivated a reputation for toughness. They challenged people for 
no reason at all, even women and strangers who had given no offense, 
and attacked their victims if they did anything other than cower in 
fear. These dominance displays usually happened in mixed company. 
Drunken bullies tried to humiliate men in front of women or humili­
ated women as a way of humiliating the men accompanying them. In 
Philadelphia Horatio Maloney walked up to a woman in a store and 
insulted her in front of her companion, Samuel Mangan. Mangan 
punched Maloney, and Maloney stabbed him to death. William Foster 
insulted two female passengers sitting near him on a streetcar in New 
York City. Avery Putnam told him to watch his mouth. Foster killed 
him.James Rodgers and his friends, spilling out of a Manhattan tavern 
at closing time, ran into a well-dressed couple, the Swansons, who 
were on their way home from a social engagement. They insulted 
Mrs. Swanson repeatedly, and when her husband tried to protect her, 

Rodgers knifed him.32 

Gang members turned menacing behavior into an art form. They 
tattooed their bodies like sailors, adopted nicknames like the "But­
cher," "Satan," and "Snake" (Snake was a Vermonter whose real name 
was Cyrus Putnam). One bare-knuckle fighter named Snatchem, who 
was a member of New York's Slaughter House Gang, won notoriety as 
the epitome of the northern bully. He was "a beastly, obscene ruffian" 
who dressed like a pirate, carried two pistols in his belt and a knife in 
his boot, and sucked blood from his victims' wounds. He described 
himself as a "kicking-in-the-head-knife-in-a-dark-room fellow," and he 
had a friend called Jack the Rat who would bite the head off a mouse 

for a dime and a rat for a quarter. 33 

This new masculine style had been taking shape in the North since 
the 1820s, but it was no longer confined to a few large cities, and the 
new toughs did not stop at fighting. Like their southern counterparts, 
they fought for the fun of it as well as for bragging rights, but from the 
late 1840s through the Civil War they killed peoplv frequently and de-
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liberately. Before this period fighting had resulted in only a few deaths 
in the North, and those were inadvertent. 

As nativism gained strength in the 1850s and gangs and volunteer 
fire companies became ethnically less diverse, more fights pitted the 
native-born against immigrants and Protestants against Catholics. This 
was especially true in Philadelphia, where fighting ~etween native­
born and immigrant fire companies claimed at least nine lives between 
the Mexican War and the Civil War. Yet much of the deadly violence of 
this era had little to do with American-born or immigrant status. Like 
other northerners, members of gangs and fire companies killed each 
other to defend their standing among their peers. Bill "The Butcher" 
Poole was the toughest fighter in New York City and the undisputed 
champion of its nativist gangs. He became a prime target for anyone 
who wanted to advance in the ranks of nativist toughs. He was eventu­
ally brought down by two native Tammany fighters. 34 

These homicides proliferated as the feelings and beliefs that had re­
strained lethal violence in the 1830s and early 1840s dissipated. They 
were not an explicit response to the nation's political crisis or the dis­
ruption of the North's social hierarchy, as homicides motivated by ra­
cial, ethnic, class, and political hatred were. Men who engaged in such 
violence left no evidence that they saw beyond the immediate causes 
of their violent behavior, and although law-enforcement and other 
government officials were well aware that everyday quarrels caused 
most northern homicides, they cited nativist-immigrant hostility, drunk­
enness, and the proliferation of small weapons as the causes of the in­
crease in violence. But alcohol consumption was actually one-half to 
two-thirds lower in the 1850s and 1860s than it had been in the 1820s, 
thanks to the temperance movement; and although handguns and 
knives made quarrels more deadly, together they were responsible for 
only half of all fatalities, and they were as much a response to the rise 
in homicide rates as a cause.35 

Property-related and vigilante murders were also on the rise. By 
midcentury, strong county and township governments existed every­
where in the North except in Kansas and the Pacific Northwest. Law 
enforcement and criminal courts were well established. Yet more men 
-especially farmers-were taking the law into their own hands. In­
creasingly hostile to governments that did not promote their interests, 
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they rejected or bypassed the courts and enforced their own decisions. 
Men who had been law-abiding in the 1830s and early 1840s now acted 
as if they were in a war to decide who would make and enforce the 
rules concerning life and property. 

Property-dispute murders were prompted by a wide range of issues: 
boundaries, trespassing, vandalism, crop damage, thefts of wood or 
produce, the ownership of movable property, and trades gone awry. 
The offenses in question were misdemeanors or civil matters that 
should have been ignored or decided in court or through arbitration. 
In a surprising number of cases, contentious parties did turn first 
to mediators or justices of the peace. But when legal decisions went 
against them or when they had no proof that their neighbors had bro­

ken the law, they were unable to let matters go.36 

The Plumleys and the Balches of Shrewsbury, Vermont, had feuded 
for years over insults, boundary lines, and stray livestock. In August 
1868 they were at odds again over whether the Balches should pay for 
damage their cattle had done to the Plumleys' cornfield. They agreed 
to arbitration. Three neighbors appraised the damage and ruled in fa­
vor of the Plumleys. It was the custom for the winner in such dis­
putes to provide refreshments, so Ziba Plumley went to fetch liquor. By 
the time he reappeared, it was obvious that he had already begun to 
imbibe, and the restless Balches were wandering over his field. Ziba 
had had enough. Still angry at having been crippled in a fight with a 
Balch three years before, Ziba ordered his son Horace to prod a Balch 
friend, John Gilman Jr., out of the corn at gunpoint. When the fright­
ened Gilman begged Horace to turn the rifle aside, Ziba told Horace 
to "shoot him." Horace did, and a furious gunfight broke out. The 
Plumleys hit one Balch in the arm and another in the leg, but the 
Balches found cover and returned fire. "God damn it," Ziba yelled at 
his sons, "can't you shoot straight?" The battle raged off and on un­
til the next day, when a brave neighbor walked into the line of fire, 
berated both families, and took their guns away one by one. The 
Plumleys and the Balches then surrendered to the authorities.37 

Legal proceedings often failed to contain hostile emotions in such 
disputes, now that trust in government had waned. Murder cases often 
emerged from situations in which large, powerful men who had lost 
their lawsuits would try to intimidate smaller, less powerful men. The 
smaller man would pull out a weapon, kill his tormenter, and then 
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claim self-defense. In 1860 in Warren, New Hampshire, for example, 
Vanness Wyatt's timber was hauled away by James Williams, who had a 
legal writ attaching the timber for a debt owed by Wyatt's father. Wyatt, 
a young married man with a ten-month-old child, desperately needed 
the money the timber would bring in and felt he had been bush­
whacked by the courts. He took to carrying a three-foot stick and 
following Williams around town. One day, while Wyatt was following 
Williams near the freight depot, Williams, accompanied by a friend, 
brandished a pistol and said, "Vanness now don't come near me." 
Wyatt kept following him. Williams stopped and said that if Wyatt 
"step[p]ed another step he would blow him through," and at that mo­
ment he fired. As he lay dying, Wyatt said, "I havent touched you nor 
want a goeing to." Williams said, "I know you did not but you followed 
me with a stick." Because Williams had a friendly witness to support his 
story, he got away with a claim of self-defense. He later confessed that 
he felt his reputation was at stake. As he told a friend, he "did not like 
to dodge [Wyatt] & go across lots [to avoid him] & have people laugh­
ing at him. "38 

The majority .of murders in defense of property were impulsive. 
They were committed by men who were determined to settle matters 
on the spot, without resorting to the law. Felix McCann of Sherburne, 
New York, came home drunk one day and learned that a neighbor 
who had previously killed two of his stray chickens had now killed a 
third. McCann grabbed his rifle and shot his neighbor through a win­
dow. Sylvester Cone, a farmer in Tamworth, New Hampshire, lost his 
temper early one Sunday morning when he caught two teenaged boys 
skinny-dipping in his pond. He told them to get out. They thumbed 
their noses at him. He returned with a gun and shot one of them 
dead.39 

Property-dispute murderers like Cone were often ambitious, up­
wardly mobile men, deeply concerned about money and economic 
standing. After the shooting Cone worried about his legal expenses. 
He had been saving money for a trip to the Centennial Exposition in 
Philadelphia, and he wrote to his wife from jail, promising that they 
could still make the trip if she would perjure herself and say that the 
boys had assaulted him. She was too appalled at his conduct to help 
him, and he was sentenced to life in prison. Jesse Davenport of Man­
chester, Vermont, who warned young vandals to stay away from his 
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shop and stabbed the next one who happened by, was obsessed with 
making money and wrote long letters to his mother and sister about 
his wheeling and dealing. At one point he had decided that he and his 
wife did not have enough money to provide for more than three chil­
dren, so he cut out one of his testicles, thinking that doing so would 
lessen his chances of having more. Having gone to such lengths to get 
ahead, he was not about to let neighborhood boys break his windows 
or carve their initials on his sign.40 

Property-dispute murderers were utterly convinced that they were 
within their rights to kill, even if they were defending nothing more 
than their pride, and they believed, often correctly, that their neigh­
bors would excuse them on the grounds of self-defense. Under En­
glish common law, people who were threatened had a "duty to retreat" 
if they could do so safely. They could use force only if they had their 
backs "to the wall" and could not get away from their attackers. Ameri­
can law upheld that doctrine in the postrevolutionary period, but at 
midcentury jurors,judges, and legislators in many jurisdictions moved 
away from it, arguing instead that people who were threatened had a 
right to stand their ground and even to attack preemptively if they be­
lieved that their lives were in danger. The Ohio Supreme Court finally 
ceded to lower court practice when it ruled in 1876 that a "true man" 
had a right to kill in self-defense as long as he did not initiate the hos­
tilities. He had no "duty to retreat." The Indiana Supreme Court con­
curred in 1877. "The tendency of the American mind seems to be very 
strongly against the enforcement of any rule which requires a person 
to flee when assailed." The "no duty to retreat" principle did not be­
come the law of the land until 1921, when it was upheld by the Su­
preme Court. But by the 1850s it was the de facto law in the North, up­
held by prosecutors who declined to prosecute and jurors who refused 
to convict. 41 

In the middle of the nineteenth century there was also an increase 
in vigilantism. Vigilantism had nearly disappeared in the Midwest after 
the frontier period, but it reappeared in a more virulent form in the 
late 1850s in the wake of Bleeding Kansas, as faith in government and 
in the impartiality of justice eroded. The Iowa vigilantes of the 1830s 
had been careful to follow the forms of the law, but their successors 
launched a reign of terror between 1857 and 1870,. shooting or hang­
ing at least forty-six men for murder, arson, or horse theft. These 
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men did not act because there were no sheriffs or jails. Those insti­
tutions were obviously effective by the 1850s; nineteen of the vigilan­
tes' victims were already in custody when they were dragged off. The 
vigilantes simply wanted to bypass the court system, because they no 
longer trusted it to act swiftly or severely enough to deter crime. They 
presumed guilt and demanded immediate punishment. Only nine of 
their victims were tried in lynch courts. The rest were simply put to 
death.42 

In 1857 William Barger was jailed in Clinton County, Iowa, awaiting 
trial for theft, when a mob of forty men led by a postmaster from Jack­
son County walked in and took him away. The sheriff had opened the 
cell door for the mob because he did not want them to break the lock. 
He did break the nose of one of the rioters with the butt of his gun, 
and he and a half-dozen volunteers grabbed Barger's legs as he was be­
ing hoisted into a wagon, but they lost the tug-of-war and left Barger to 
his fate. The mob made a leisurely progress through the countryside 
to a tree where previous victims had been hanged and strung Barger 
up. None of the vigilantes were charged, although the authorities 
knew them all. That was typical: none of Iowa's vigilante killers were 
ever convicted of a crime, and only one group of killers had to pay 
damages to a victim's family. 43 

AB in the frontier period, vigilantism was most common along the 
Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri Rivers, where many southerners had 
settled. But it enjoyed widespread support in the North from the 1850s 
into the 1870s, even after well-publicized incidents in which vigilantes 
executed men who turned out to be innocent, like Pleasant Anderson 
of Albia, Iowa. Anderson was accused of killing the son of a local 
financier in an attempt to steal $12,000. Like many mob victims, An­

derson was widely disliked, and the townspeople suspected him of 
committing other crimes, even though he had never been convicted of 
anything. The murder was actually committed by the president of the 
local bank, Samuel Miller.44 

Even in Vermont and New Hampshire, where no criminal suspect 
was ever killed by a mob, vigilantes forced confessions from suspects, 
whipped them, tarred and feathered them, and threatened them with 
hanging. It was common practice to gather outside jails where suspects 
in notorious crimes were being held and threaten to lynch them. Mobs 
were also sending a message to the authorities: if the suspects were not 
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punished, they would be taken by force and killed. The authorities 
obliged: between 1862 and 1882 they sent half of all the people ever 
executed in Vermont and a third of those ever executed in New Hamp­
shire to the gallows. Like the vigilantes, they made mistakes: at least 
two of the condemned were probably innocent.45 

As in property-dispute homicides, the lack of trust in government 
led to a widespread loss of faith in the criminal justice system. It was 
too weak, too slow, and too corrupt to stop crime. H. M. Mott, an Indi­
ana "regulator" who believed that lynching counterfeiters and horse 
thieves had a salutary effect on society, said in 1859 that he and his 
compatriots "felt that their natural and God-given rights had been dis­
regarded, and that the arm of the law was too weak to mete out a just 
retribution to the guilty, under the existing state of society." The editor 
of the Tamaqua Courier; a paper published in eastern Pennsylvania, 
shared Mott's views. Outraged by the murders committed by the Molly 
Maguires in the summer of 1875, he spoke out "in favor of a vigilance 
committee that will make it so hot for those who get the shooting done 
and those who harbor suspected parties that they can no longer re­
main among us .... Something must be done; that something must be 
sure, swift, and terrible. "46 

The increase in vigilante violence was also tied to skyrocketing rates 
of predatory homicides, particularly robbery murders, which were 
more closely linked than any other kind of murders to the precipitous 
decline in empathy and fellow feeling. Beginning in the late 1840s, 
even relatively nonhomicidal places like New England and the rural 
Midwest saw the rates of robbery murders rise. Very few of these mur­
ders were ever solved. In most cases there was no evidence. Most of the 
bodies, stripped of identification and badly decomposed, were found 
along roads, canals, rivern, and railroad tracks or near taverns, broth­
els, racetracks, shipyards, and factory yards. 

A small proportion of robbery murders were the work of the orga­
nized gangs that plied the streets and waterfronts of American cit­
ies. New York had its Whyos, Bowery B'hoys, Dead Rabbits, and Plug 
Uglies; Baltimore its RipRaps, Regulators, and Blood Tubs; Philadel­
phia its Bulldogs, Reedies, and Schuylkill Rangers. Some of the more 
infamous members of these gangs were rumored to have been respon­
sible for dozens of robbery murders. A few such srimes were the work 
of thrill killers, like John Capie and Carson Emos, who were caught 
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killing a randomly chosen victim in Philadelphia one Saturday night. 
Still others were the work of serial killers like Peter Bresnahan, a thief 
for whom murder was a way of making a living; or the Benders, a Ger­
man family from Kansas that killed at least twelve unsuspecting travel­
ers who accepted their invitation to stay the night.47 

The great majority of robbery murderers, however, were probably 
down-and-out laborers who preyed on targets of opportunity. Not sur­
prisingly, tramps and vagrants were widely feared. They often preyed 
on the elderly and on farmers or farm couples who lived alone. 
Charles Williams, a well-educated young immigrant from Bristol, En­
gland, had not been able to find steady work. He had been tramping 
around Vermont all winter, begging and stealing. One day, hungry and 
depressed, he stopped by a farm in Brandon to ask for a glass of milk 
and directions to the train station. He told the farmer that he hoped 
to take a train for Montreal and sail home from there. But he had no 
money for the trip, and as he cut through the woods on the way to the 
station, he ran into Frank Brasson, a fifteen-year-old farm laborer who 
was out hunting. Williams asked to look at his gun and then shot him 
with it. Apparently he hoped to sell the gun on his way north. He 
did not get far, however, and when he found himself surrounded by 
Brasson's neighbors, he turned the gun on himself.48 

Immigrants like Williams were not as profoundly alienated from so­
ciety as men who defined themselves by violence, like gang members. 
However, impoverished immigrants were more likely to kill in these 
decades than they had been before because they saw themselves not as 
prospective members of society, but as outsiders who would never have 
the success that their victims-many of whom were themselves immi­
grants or children of immigrants-enjoyed. These feelings were not 
an inevitable result of immigration or desperate poverty. There had 
been plenty of poor immigrants in the northern United States before 
the late 1840s, and there was still plenty of poverty and immigration in 
Canada, England, and other nations where robbery murders were be­
coming rare. Such feelings were the fruit of the politicized hostility 
that immigrants encountered in the midcentury North and of the per­
vasive sense that the path to self-employment and economic success 
was no longer open to working Americans. 

A similar despondency about the future may have seeped into the 
lives of native-born working men who robbed and murdered their 
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neighbors, employers, or former employers. A few of these killers had 
had difficulties with their employers, usually over poor performance 
on the job; but most killed people they knew for money. They were 
young and ambitious, estranged from their families, and had little in 
common with their victims, who were usually of a different ethnic 
group. Perry Bowsher of Ross County, Ohio, was typical of such killers; 
a young, Ohio-born farm laborer of German ancestry, he desperately 
wanted to see the world. He had no money, however, so he robbed and 
murdered an elderly Scots-Irish couple who lived a few miles from his 
home.49 

Older farm laborers usually robbed and killed their employers to 
provide for their own families. However heinous their crimes, these 
men were just trying to feed their children in a world where there were 
no safety nets. Hiram Miller, a Vermont-born French Canadian (his 
name had been anglicized) had served in the Union army, but after 
the war he had trouble finding work. He hired on with the Gowans in 
Weathersfield, Vermont, but he kept wandering off in search of more 
work, so the Gowans refused to pay him his full wages. Miller got into 
several heated arguments with them and finally quit, but after a couple 
of weeks he returned to the farm, killed them with an ax, and stole ev­
ery cent they had.50 

The attenuation of empathy and fellow feeling among northerners 
manifested itself most strikingly in the increased willingness of young 
working men to kill friends and acquaintances or to cozy up to people 
with money in order to rob and kill them. Anyone who had a substan­
tial amount of cash was a potential victim. William Pendolph, a farmer 
in Sandgate, Vermont, killed his friend Dave Kinsman because he 
thought Kinsman had $600 stashed away. He was sorely disappointed 
to find only $6.51 

Perhaps the most disturbing manifestation of alienation, however, 
was the sudden resurgence of rape murder. The number of lethal sex­
ual assaults was not great, but such murders had nearly disappeared in 
the postrevolutionary period. A young domestic servant died after be­
ing gang-raped by six young men at a neighborhood party in Sand­
gate, Vermont. Charles Scudder, a trusted hostler in Cammack, New 
York, broke into the home of Mary Robbins, tied her to her bed, bru­
talized her, cut her throat, and left her body in a.degrading position. 
William Fee and Thomas Muldoon, who worked as boatmen on the 
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Erie Canal, were wandering about on their day off when they met 
a young woman going from house to house to ask for work. They 
propositioned her, perhaps offering money, and when she refused 
they raped her, strangled her, and threw her in a ditch. Annie Morri­
son was brutalized under similar circumstances by a gang of young 
men in the woods east of Manchester, New Hampshire.52 

Like robbery murderers, rapists attacked targets of opportunity: 
women who were poor and socially isolated. They regarded these 
women with contempt and assumed they could assault them without 
sanctions. The Sandgate victim was poor, while her attacker:s came 
from respectable families. They had imprisoned her in an upstairs 
bedroom and invited other men "to go in and have a good time," and 
only two people were willing to stand up for her when she said she had 
been "wronged." Like most rape-murder victims, she was beyond the 
circle of people who mattered. By midcentury the social divide be­
tween middle-class and poor working-class women had become wider, 
and there was a growing presumption that working-class women were 
not respectable, unless they could prove otherwise. That presumption 
facilitated the return of rape murders as much as the arrogance and 
alienation of the rapists themselves. 

It was during these decades that the United States also witnessed the 
appearance of serial killers who murdered young girls and women, 
subjected them to sexual mutilation, and performed sex acts on their 
dead bodies. Such killings had never been seen in the nation before. 
They marked the outer limits of the alienated, hate-filled violence that 
pervaded American society at midcentury. Such killings reappeared at 
the same time in Europe, where they had been largely absent since 
the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, but they remained 
more common in the United States.53 

Known serial sexual killers led peripatetic lives, a symptom of their 
inability to form lasting relationships or to feel themselves part of a 
broader community. Franklin Evans was a transient who had some suc­
cess as an herbal doctor and an Adventist preacher. His second and 
third wives left him because of his violence (his first wife was supposed 
to have died of natural causes). He apparently began his criminal ca­
reer in 1850 by murdering a five-year-old neighbor girl in Derry, New 
Hampshire, although he was not convicted of that crime, because her 
body was never found. Over the next twenty years he may have killed 
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several other girls, but he was not caught until 1872, when he mur­
dered his teenaged grandniece, Georgiana Lovering. He followed her 
into the woods, raped her, strangled her, and then took a knife to her 
belly, genitals, and uterus.54 

Joseph Lapage was a lumberjack who had fled his native Quebec af­
ter raping his sister-in-law. He, too, mutilated his victims, Marietta Ball, 
a young schoolteacher from St. Albans, Vermont, and Josie Langmaid, 
a teenager from Pembroke, New Hampshire. His killings were ritual­
ized; he took the women's undergarments and hid them in various lo­
cations, cut out their reproductive organs (and probably ate parts of 
them), and cut offLangmaid's head and threw it into a swamp.55 

Most of the known sexual serial killers were from the North, the re­
gion that also had the greatest increase in rape and marital violence. 
Although by any definition these men were mentally ill, the social 
changes that swept across the mid-nineteenth-century North may have 
helped trigger and shape their violence. The disconnect that they felt 
from all females ( even those in their own families), the rage they mani­
fested in their crimes, and the indifference that they showed to the 
families of their victims testify to the attenuation of empathy in the 
midcentury North and to the resultant feeling that the laws and insti­
tutions that had bound men in the past did not bind them any longer. 
Society's preoccupation with respectability, along with the compan­
ionate ideal of marriage and romance, which they were too emotion­
ally crippled to attain, would have been both threatening and infuriat­
ing to them. They had failed in their relationships with respectable 
women, and they appear to have singled out their victims-children, 
students, and schoolteachers-because of their innocence and re­
spectability. The mid-nineteenth-century rise of misogyny and com­
mercialized sexuality may also have encouraged and confirmed their 
desire to punish and mutilate women.56 

Sexual assaults and robberies were largely responsible for the in­
crease in nondomestic homicides of women in the mid-nineteenth­
century North. Homicide rates for women remained a tenth or less of 
those for men, ranging from 0.2 per 100,000 adult women per year in 
New Hampshire and Vermont to 2 per 100,000 per year in Cleveland 
and rural Illinois. However, they were substantially higher than they 
had been in the 1820s and 1830s, when there were almost no murders 
of women by unrelated adults. Apart from robberies and sexual as-
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saults, women were killed in the same circumstances men were. Mary 
Laker, who farmed with her husband in Petersburg, New York, taunted 
her hired man, Hiram Coon, about his criminal past. Coon picked up 
an ax, held it over her head, and warned her not to say another word. 
She ignored his warning, and he split her head open. Miriam Berry, a 
widow who farmed in New Durham, New Hampshire, got into a pay 
dispute with the man who cut her wood, whom she had fired for be­
ing "disagreeable," and he shot her. In Calhoun County, Illinois, a 
Unionist mob fired on the house of a Confederate sympathizer in 
1862, killing his pregnant wife. Such violence was so pervasive that it 
was bound to claim the lives of women as well as men.57 

Far fewer women killed unrelated adults than were killed by them, 
but at midcentury women were committing murder more often than 
before. On occasion, female proprietors of taverns or brothels shot un­
ruly customers, and women sometimes pitched in with male friends or 
relatives who were involved in brawls. Eliza Rickman, for example, 
helped her brothers kill William Campbell in rural Ross County, Ohio, 
because they believed he had stolen a watch; Margaret Kelly helped 
her husband beat Rose O'Malia to death while they were drinking at 
the Kellys' home in Cleveland. Women killed unrelated adults for 
more personal reasons than men did, but female victims were killed 
for the same reasons and under the same circumstances that male vic­
tims were.58 

Northerners were at a loss about how to stem the rising tide of homi­
cides. States, counties, municipalities, and businesses spent massive 
amounts on law enforcement. The creation of the North's first mu­
nicipal police departments in the 1840s, the first private detective 
agencies in the 1850s, and the National Guard in the 1870s helped 
ensure that law and order did not break down completely and pre­
vented the return offrontierlike homicide rates, but law enforcement 
was powerless to prevent high homicide levels and in some instances 
raised them. Many officers and militiamen were killed in the line of 
duty, and they were responsible for killing many of the people who 
died during strikes, robberies, and riots. In New York City in 1849 the 
militia killed twenty-three people, including an innocent bystander, 
when it was called out to put down a riot that had broken out at the 
Astor Theater over a performance by an English actor who had dispar­
aged American audiences. In the 1850s the police gunned down a 
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dozen river pirates in an effort to break up theft rings that operated on 
the waterfront, and the river pirates retaliated, killing a number of 
watchmen and police officers. Rioters killed more than a dozen police­
men and soldiers in the draft riot of 1863. In Philadelphia at least 
seven police officers were killed in the 1850s as they tried to stop fights 
or make arrests. Similar killings occurred in New England and the 
Midwest, in both cities and the countryside.59 

The lack of professionalism among law-enforcement personnel con­
tributed to the problem. Many officers were poorly trained, and ag­
gressive or reckless men were rarely weeded out. Some officials turned 
vigilante. If they got a tip about a burglary or a jailbreak they would lie 
in wait and shoot the suspects as soon as they came within range. Occa­
sionally they would hand criminals over to vigilante groups rather than 
take them to jail. But even law-abiding members of thoroughly profes­
sional police departments, like Boston's, killed or were killed in the 
line of duty much more frequently than present-day policemen.Bo 

The high homicide rates that prevailed in this era thus affected all 
northerners, from the poorest members of society to the struggling 
middle class, and they ensnared law enforcement in a lethal web, as 
high homicide rates always do. Tasked with lowering the rates and sad­
dled with the blame when they did not fall, law-enforcement officials 
died in great numbers and often succumbed to corruption or aban­
doned their mandate entirely. Only in the late nineteenth century, 
when the political crisis eased and society began to adjust its expecta­
tions and accord higher status to men who worked for others would 
homicide rates begin to decline in the North. 

Homicide in the South 

Homicide rates did not rise everywhere in the South in the late 1840s 
and 1850s as they did in the North and the Southwest. In plantation 
counties in Georgia and South Carolina, where the debate over the sta­
tus of slavery in the territories annexed from Mexico drew whites to­
gether, rates remained steady (Figure 4.1). 61 However, southern cities 
experienced the same surge in homicides that cities elsewhere did. 
Conflict between the native-born and immigrants, disagreements over 
slavery and race relations, and frustration among workers and small 
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proprietors over the decline in proprietorship led to high rates of indi­
vidual and collective violence. 

The violence appears to have been worst in New Orleans, the most 
ethnically diverse city in the South, where desperately poor Irish and 
German immigrants clashed repeatedly with equally poor native-born 
whites. The city's homicide rate soared to 60 per 100,000 adults per 
year (Figure 7.1). In the municipal election of 1854 the police, who 
owed their jobs to the Democratic Party, escorted Democratic voters 
from poll to poll so that they could vote "early and often." In response, 
members of the nativistAmerican Party attacked the police, killing two 
Irish patrolmen and wounding Chief of Police Stephen O'Leary. The 
nativists won the election and appointed a new chief who had once 
threatened to kill every Irish person in the city. He purged the force of 
Democratic appointees, whom he called a pack of "damned Irish and 
Dutch, and a set of thieves," and replaced them with native-born Prot-
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Figure 7.1 Homicide rates in Louisiana, 1853-1900 (per 100,000 adults per 
year). Sources: Rousey (1996: 74, 93, 187n53); Vandal (2000: 21, 23). 
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CHAPTER 8 

The Modern Pattern Is Set 

Homicide from the End of Reconstruction to World War I 

After the nation fell apart over slavery, immigration, the decline in 
self-employment, and the war with Mexico, national feeling and the 
empathy, trust, and goodwill that flow from it were never as strong 
again, except for a brief period during World War II and the Cold War. 
When the Civil War was over, northern Republicans did their best to 
revive patriotism and drum up support for the federal government. 
The Reverend Henry Bellows gave it the "divine" imprimatur and de­
clared it "the great incarnation of a nation's rights, privileges, honor 
and life." With the war over, he said, Americans should unite to be­
come "a homogeneous, enlightened nation," bound together by patri­
otic feeling and a commitment to the equality of all, regardless of race, 
nationality, or previous condition of servitude. Republicans thought 
that all Americans would eventually endorse that idea. 1 They could not 
have been more wrong. 

Most Americans rejected this homogeneous vision of the Union and 
remained divided about fundamental questions like the meaning of 
equality and role of the federal government. Bitterness over the war 
and Reconstruction, anger over corruption in Congress and the Grant 
administration, and the continued politicization of racial, ethnic, and 
sectional hatred made it impossible for Americans to recover the faith 
they had once had in the federal government.2 As national allegiances 
attenuated, the proportion of new counties named for national heroes 
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fell to its lowest level in history in the last three decades of the nine­
teenth century and the first two decades of the twentieth century: 
from a high of 46 percent in the 1810s and 1820s, when the nation's 
homicide rate was low, to only 18 percent. The proportion named for 
local and regional notables-pioneers, politicians, civic leaders-rose 
from 35 percent to 54 percent (Figure 2.1). The alienation reflected in 
those figures is in all likelihood one of the fundamental reasons that 
America's homicide rate has been high for the past 160 years. 

Overall homicide rates did subside in the North, South, and South­
west in the late 1870s and early 1880s as the worst political violence 
ended, the two-party system revived, and state and local governments 
reestablished rudimentary law and order. Only the newest cattle and 
mining frontiers in the West remained extremely homicidal, with rates 
in excess of 100 per 100,000 adults per year. Rates fell in cities, small 
towns, and in the countryside. They dropped in Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, New Orleans, and San Francisco; in northern New En­
gland and the rural Midwest; in mountain and plantation counties in 
Georgia; and in ranching and mining counties in California. With rare 
exceptions, the rates remained higher than they had been before the 
Mexican War, but they were lower than they had been during the Civil 
War and Reconstruction. 

The character of America's homicide problem changed, however, in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, in ways that have en­
dured ever since. The decline in homicide continued in the Southwest 
through the first decades of the twentieth century, but not in the 
North, where rates rose gradually from the late 1890s to the eve of 
World War I, or in the rural South, where rates soared in the late 1880s 
and 1890s. In those years the South surpassed the Southwest as the 
most homicidal region in the United States. In addition, homicide 
rates among blacks surpassed those among whites in both the North 
and South. They remain higher to this day. Yet in California, homicide 
rates for blacks did not diverge from those for non-Hispanic whites. 
Blacks there were less likely than whites to kill one another in the 
1880s and 1890s. But homicide rates among the Chinese remained 
above those of Anglos in San Francisco, as did rates among the Chi­
nese and Hispanics in Los Angeles. High rates of intraracial homicide 
were thus peculiar to minorities that faced the greatest local prejudice 
and discrimination. That pattern persists today, except among the 
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Chinese, whose rate fell after World War 1.3 There are lower homi­
cide rates among non-Hispanic whites in the North, the Southwest, 
and southern cities, higher homicide rates among whites in the rural 
South, and a divergence in intraracial homicide rates between non­
Hispanic whites and the minorities that are most subject to discrimina­
tion ( overt or institutional) in each region of the country. 

White Homicide in the North, 1877-1917 

In the last two decades of the nineteenth century, homicide rates de­
clined across the North (Figures 4.2 and 5.1-5.3), continuing a trend 
that had begun in most jurisdictions at the end of the Civil War. The 
rates bottomed out in the late 1880s or 1890s before inching up again 
in the late 1890s and early 1900s. On the eve of World War I, when a 
majority of states first met federal standards for death registration, the 
homicide rate (including family and intimate homicides) for adults of 
all races ranged from 1 to 4 per 100,000 in New England, 2 to 5 in prai­
rie states, and 3 to 8 in the industrial states. With the exception of a 
few states with very low rates-Wisconsin, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
and Maine-the North was more homicidal than Canada or western 
Europe, but less so than it had been in the mid-nineteenth century.4 

Homicide rates declined in the North in the late nineteenth century 
because of a drop in murders among unrelated whites. Labor violence 
increased, especially on railroads and docks, and around coal mines, 
steel mills, and logging camps, but it did not claim enough lives to 
have an appreciable effect on the white homicide rate. Most labor vio­
lence was instrumental, aimed at changing the behavior of employers, 
strikers, scabs, the militia, or the police, so the death toll was surpris­
ingly low. Every other kind of homicide among unrelated whites de­
creased. Property disputes, tavern brawls, sexual assaults, robberies, 
and spontaneous quarrels claimed fewer lives than they did in the mid­
nineteenth century.5 

The decline in homicides probably escaped the notice of most 
northerners. They still read articles in the newspapers each week about 
murders in saloons and on city streets, and their neighbors could still 
turn on each other with shocking suddenness in arguments over felled 
trees, trampled crops, laundry bills, or fishing spots. George Poe, a car­
riage driver in Chillicothe, Ohio, got fed up with a drunken passenger, 
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pushed him out of the rig, and kicked him to death in the street.James 
McDuffee of Rochester, New Hampshire, blasted two drunken friends 
with a shotgun when they stopped by his house one night and refused 
to go home. A readiness to get rid of people who were annoying or 
troublesome, or who refused to be bullied or intimidated, was more 
common than it had been before the Mexican War. But on the whole, 
northerners were more forbearing and less concerned about dominat­
ing others than they had been from the Mexican War through the Civil 
War, and that change was reflected in the homicide rate.6 

Robbery homicides were still a problem, especially in cities like Chi­
cago, where they accounted for a fifth of known homicides among un­
related adults. In the seven years for which reliable data are available, 
Chicago robberies and burglaries claimed the lives of 16 suspects, 6 
shopowners, 3 employees, 1 customer, 3 police officers, and 11 home­
owners. Thieves were killed trying to steal fruit, shoes, soap, beer, or 
cash; police officers were killed while trying to arrest them. Elsewhere, 
however, robbery homicides were in decline and made up a similar or 
smaller percentage of homicides among unrelated adults in the 1880s 
and 1890s than they had at midcentury. The proportion fell from 
17 percent to 10 percent in New Hampshire and Vermont and held 
steady at about 9 percent in rural Ohio and Illinois. In small towns and 
in the countryside, thieves still held up banks, waylaid travelers, in­
vaded the homes of single women, and ambushed farmers on the way 
home from market. But such encounters-like all encounters among 
friends, acquaintances, and strangers-were less deadly than they had 
been at midcentury.7 

The decline in homicide correlated with the greater sense of unity 
and purpose that emerged among northern whites after the Civil War. 
Winning the war reinforced northerners' conception of themselves 
as a group with shared values, characteristics, and goals. The politi­
cal divisions of the mid-nineteenth century receded, Republicans and 
Democrats were gradually reconciled, and the two-party system was 
restored. Election riots, ethnic riots, and religious riots nearly dis­
appeared in the late 1870s and 1880s as political parties turned their 
attention to traditional issues-tariffs, the monetary system, temper­
ance, internal improvements-and away from issues that divided 
whites like race and immigration.8 

Irish Americans were gradually assimilated into society. Second- and 
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blacks in Philadelphia, Omaha, and Chicago, and they had homicide 
rates to match. Hatred of the Chinese was so intense in these two cities 
that it played a pivotal role in securing a nationwide ban on Chinese 
immigration in 1882; and discrimination against Hispanics was so in­
tense in Los Angeles that many Mexicans went home in the 1880s and 
1890s, and few immigrants came to take their place. But where His­
panic and Chinese Californians were not forced by discrimination into 
deteriorating, crime-ridden neighborhoods, they did not kill one an­
other at higher rates than whites did. 

Ironically, African Americans did relatively well in California in the 
1880s and 1890s because they were not the focus of Anglo hatred. 
They accounted for a smaller share of California's population than 
Hispanics or the Chinese did-less than 1 percent-and they bene­
fited from the rights won during Reconstruction, especially the right 
to vote and the right to attend integrated public schools. California 
blacks were not numerous enough to gain much influence within the 
Republican Party, but because they posed less of a threat to Anglos 
than Hispanics or the Chinese did, they held on to coveted jobs in 
the service economy-domestic service, barbering, catering-and in 
some skilled and semiskilled crafts. Blacks were spared the need to get 
deeply involved in the criminal underworld in San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, and those who wanted to get involved had a hard time doing 
so, because Hispanic and Chinese criminals preferred to deal with 
their own people. AB a result, by the 1880s and 1890s blacks were no 
more likely to kill one another than Anglos were, and they did not 
murder Chinese, Hispanic, or Anglo Californians. Like everyone else, 
however, they did kill Native Americans. Blacks were still occasionally 
victimized by hostile Anglos or Hispanics, who murdered nearly half of 
all black homicide victims. Those interracial homicides pushed the to­
tal homicide rate for African Americans somewhat higher than the 
rate for Anglos.53 

The black experience in urban California is a strong indication that 
the surge in homicide among blacks in the urban North in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was not caused, as some still 
argue, by a defect in black culture or black family life or by violence­
prone migrants from the South. It was caused by political impotence, 
economic discrimination, and racial prejudice. Wherever those forces 
shut minorities out of mainstream urban society, undermined their 
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faith in government, and pushed them into criminal occupations and 
vice-ridden neighborhoods, minority homicide rates rose. Which mi­
nority had the highest homicide rate depended on which was most 
persecuted. In San Francisco, it was the Chinese, and in Los Angeles, 
the Chinese and Hispanics. 

Homicide in the South, 1872-1887 

Homicide rates declined through much of the South from the mid-
1870s to the late 1880s, just as they did in the North and the South­
west. They held steady in Virginia at 8 per 100,000 adults per year 
(Figure 5.6), but they fell drastically elsewhere as soon as white conser­
vatives returned to power in states that had been politically turbulent 
during Reconstruction. When Redeemers-the coalition of white con­
servatives who wanted to "redeem" the South from the evils of Recon­
struction-took charge in Louisiana in 1877, the homicide rate fell in 
rural counties from 89 to 35 per 100,000 and in New Orleans from 35 
to 25 per 100,000 (Figure 7.1). When former Confederates returned 
to power in Georgia in 1872, the homicide rate fell in mountain coun­
ties from 53 to 12 per 100,000 and in plantation counties from 24 to 16 
per 100,000 (Figures 4.1 and 5.5). These declines were caused by a 
sudden drop in the rates at which whites killed blacks and one an­
other. Arrest rates for homicide also fell in southern and border cities 
in the late 1870s and 1880s,just as they did in northern cities.54 

These declines were abrupt. Once conservative whites regained 
power, the need to kill blacks diminished, and antagonism among 
Unionist, moderate, and conservative whites receded. White murders 
of "uppity" blacks and black murders of overbearing whites fell off rap­
idly. So did political homicides. When former Confederates returned 
to power, white supremacists no longer felt a pressing need to enforce 
the color line violently, because they could use poll taxes, registration 
laws, felon disfranchisement laws, and gerrymandered districts to sup­
press the black vote; and blacks recognized that challenging white su­
premacy was no longer an option. The rate at which blacks murdered 
whites fell from 8.6 to 6.5 per 100,000 in rural Louisiana, from 2.4 to 
1.7 in New Orleans, and from 3.4 to zero in Edgefield County, South 
Carolina. 55 

Deadly conflicts between whites and blacks played out on a smaller, 
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more personal scale than they did during Reconstruction. A black 
sharecropper who attacked a white landowner was still a dead man. In 
1885 Jack Hopkins was shot through the window of his jail cell in 
Monticello, Georgia, before he could stand trial for stabbing his land­
lord with a knife. But violence between black sharecroppers and white 
landowners was rare, unless one tried to steal from the other. One 
morning in 1879 sharecropper Cary Ashley found his corn being har­
vested and hauled away by his landlord, Benjamin Jones. Ashley asked 
Jones what he was doing, and Jones replied that he was taking the crop 
and "would do as he damd pleased" with it. He then pulled out a pistol 
and said, ''You came here for a fuss and I'll fix you." Ashley gave up, 
but his wife Jane continued to protest. Jones said later that he didn't 
shootJane Ashley, because two other sharecroppers standing nearby 
"begged so hard" for him "not to do it," but that he had to kill Cary 
Ashley to demonstrate his right to take what he wanted from his crop­
pers. Nightriding against sharecroppers declined as whites became 
more confident of their power, but attacks by individual landlords still 
took the lives ofblacks.56 

Conflicts among whites also played out on a more intimate scale 
than they did during Reconstruction. The rate at which whites mur­
dered one another did not fall as sharply as the rate at which they mur­
dered blacks, but the conservative whites' return to power seemed to 
have a soothing effect on relations among all whites. They felt relieved 
and empowered by the restoration of a prewar-style order. Anxiety and 
anger over the standing of poor and middle-class whites in southern 
society and the nation as a whole diminished, and skeptics rallied to 
the supremacist cause. 

Political homicides among whites did not disappear, however. Defer­
ence and respect were still important to southern gentlemen, and in 
public life they were always encountering people who refused to defer 
to them. W. E. Bland, a physician, challenged one man's right to vote 
in an 1880 election in Edgefield County. The man had paid road taxes, 
but election officials had agreed that the man could not vote if he lived 
outside the town's corporate limits. A. A. Clisby, a merchant, rose to 
get a copy of the town plat. ''We will prove that he does live in the in­
corporation," he said. ''You will prove it like you prove a dam sight of 
other things," Bland retorted. Clisby then uttered,those time-honored 
words that always set off deadly violence in the South. He asked Bland 
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"if he intended to call him personally a liar." Bland jumped up and 
shouted that "he meant to call him a liar and he could construe it 
as he dammed please," and he struck Clisby in the face. Guns were 
drawn, and Bland was killed.57 

If a political official deviated from popular policy, white southerners 
were not always patient enough to wait for the next election to throw 
the miscreant out. Many of them still mistrusted government and still 
believed that taking the law into one's own hands in the service of a 
just cause was an honorable course of action. In Breathitt County, 
in the mountains of eastern Kentucky, the county court nullified a 
state railroad construction tax and returned it to citizens as "refunds," 
which went to support local schools. The decision was popular among 
the county's voters, especially farmers, who opposed tax-supported 
railroads; but when newcomer J. W. Burnett won the presidency of the 
court as a Unionist-Republican in 1878 he tried to reverse the policy, 
believing that government-subsidized transportation was the key to 
Appalachia's economic development. He failed, but the effort made 
him so unpopular that he was shot dead in the street a few days later. 
The governor had to send in troops to restore order.58 

Strictly speaking, most of the differences that whites fought over in 
the late 1870s and 1880s were personal rather than partisan. Whites 
did kill federal revenue agents, especially during the Hayes administra­
tion, when the federal government stepped up efforts to collect excise 
taxes from distillers. Hayes, a temperance man, wanted to discourage 
the liquor trade, but he also wanted to establish federal authority in 
the South without challenging the South's treatment of blacks, and 
the collection of liquor taxes enabled him to do so. Revenue agents 
quickly became the most hated figures in the South. But moonshiners 
more often turned their wrath against the friends and neighbors who 
had told revenue agents about their stills. 

Wyllis Dyar, a paid informant in the remote Gum Log and Red Hol­
low districts of Franklin County, Georgia, had been working with fed­
eral agents for six months when he was shot through the head as he re­
turned home in his oxcart. Moonshiners also attacked neighbors who 
refused to support them when they were prosecuted. Robert Woody, a 
former Confederate soldier from Gilmer County who had switched 
sides during the Civil War and had been mustered out as a lieutenant 
in the Union army, signed a petition opposing a pardon for Walter 
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Webb Findley, an unreconstructed Confederate who was in prison 
for attacking a federal revenue officer. Woody and Findley had been 
friends, but they fell out when Findley and a band of twenty men 
burned the revenue officer's barn and storehouse in retaliation for the 
destruction of fourteen local stills. A few days after his release from 
prison, Findley confronted Woody at church. They opened fire on 
each other and accidentally killed a fellow parishioner.59 

The convict labor system routinely produced homicides among 
whites in the years that followed Reconstruction. Redeemer govern­
ments used convict labor primarily to keep African Americans in their 
place and to exploit the labor of black vagrants and petty criminals, 
but poor whites were also forced to serve short sentences, and few of 
them could abide the indignity. Some were shot dead trying to escape, 
like J. W. Hammond, who made a run for it as his crew was grading 
a rail line in Gilmer County. Others, who were put out to work in 
the community, turned on their employers. Frank Sanders' time had 
been purchased by the Swillings, who owned a plantation in Frank­
lin County. Sanders killed the Swillings and their three children with 
an ax, stole their valuables, and burned their house to the ground. 
Treating white petty criminals like blacks was dangerous, since it un­
dermined efforts to forge a sense of solidarity among whites. The fact 
that the convict labor system produced so many homicides shows how 
important racial solidarity and a secure sense of mastery over blacks 
were to deterring homicide among whites. 60 

Homicide among Blacks in the South, 1872-1887 

Southern blacks lost the Reconstruction battle, and, much like former 
Confederates after their defeat in the Civil War, homicide rates among 
them rose. For the first time, blacks killed one another in the southern 
countryside at nearly the same rate as whites. In rural Louisiana, the 
annual rate at which blacks killed each other rose slightly, from 18 to 
20 per 100,000. Edgefield County, South Carolina, saw a similar in­
crease, from 5 to 7 per 100,000. But in New Orleans, blacks began to 
kill each other at three times the rate whites did. The rate soared, from 
11 to 30 per 100,000.61 

For blacks the post-Reconstruction urban experience in New Or­
leans was a disaster. Poor policing, unemployment, inferior schools, 
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political powerlessness, and dangerous neighborhoods made their 
lives hellish. They may have been the first African Americans to experi­
ence the full gamut of urban problems, because their political defeat 
was so sudden and complete. The Redeemers refused to provide pub­
lic services for blacks and laid off more than half the city's police of­
ficers, leaving the residents of poor, mixed-race neighborhoods inun­
dated with trash, deprived of access to schools, and almost completely 
defenseless against crime. The number of officers per capita fell from 
34 to 15 per 10,000-a common trend in southern cities after Recon­
struction-and the proportion of blacks on the police force fell from 
27 percent to 7 percent. Blanket arrests of striking black workers and 
of black patrons of saloons and gambling parlors were routine. White 
officers, nearly all of them Democrats, had no qualms about breaking 
up peaceful, legal meetings of black Republicans. White officers even 
killed two black Republican voters at the polls in 1883. 62 

In the 1880s white officers treated blacks brutally, and blacks lost all 
faith in them. Two white officers shot and killed a black man simply be­
cause he refused an order to "move on." When officers ran into a gang 
of whites who were mugging and stabbing a black man, they arrested 
the victim. Police Sergeant Thomas Reynolds tried to arrest teamster 
James Hawkins, a "law abiding, peaceful man" of "Christian character," 
but Hawkins' neighbors attacked Reynolds with fists and frying pans. 
Reynolds stopped the crowd by shooting the innocent Hawkins dead. 
Indifferent or corrupt officers allowed vice and crime to flourish in 
black neighborhoods, sometimes profiting by it, and black New Or­
leans descended into lawlessness. Of course, the New Orleans police 
also did a poor job of protecting whites. As one editor said, "The won­
der is that thieves don't pick up the town and carry it off. "63 The city's 
homicide rate in the 1880s was twice as high as San Francisco's, four 
times as high as Boston's, and six times as high as New York City's. 
Only Los Angeles had similar rates-for non-Hispanic whites. In New 
Orleans, blacks made up the majority of homicide victims. 

The situation was nearly as dire for blacks in the countryside at the 
end of Reconstruction. After the dispiriting defeat of the Republican 
Party, they were threatened by white vigilantes and burdened with the 
injustices of the white-dominated legal system. They also had a very 
hard time making a living, both because of low commodity prices and 
because of a crop-lien system that overcharged them for seed, tools, 
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and dry goods and underpaid them at the end of the year for their 
crops. Thousands of blacks left Louisiana and east Texas for Kansas, 
hoping to establish safe, independent communities on the prairie. 
Blacks also left other areas of the South in droves. A freedman from 
Edgefield County, South Carolina, who had been a probate judge said 
he had had enough of "the miserable county of Edgefield" after the 
Hamburg Massacre of 1876, in which white vigilantes attacked the 
county's black militia company. He helped hire a steamship to take 
freed people to Liberia. Five thousand more blacks left Edgefield and 
surrounding counties for Arkansas, where public land was available. 
'We have tried to make money and have not been able to do so. We are 
poorer now than when we began .... We have exercised all the econ­
omy we knew how to use and we are going further down hill every day. 
There is no help for us here. "64 

Under such conditions, it is not surprising that the rate at which 
blacks killed one another rose at the end of Reconstruction. Black 
men were already angry about their treatment at the hands of white so­
ciety, and they could be dangerous when friends or neighbors be­
trayed them to whites or made disparaging comments about them. 
Edgefield County saw dozens of assaults and murders that stemmed 
from such remarks. Tom Dorn asked Bill King why he had told their 
landlord, Mr. Miner, that Dorn "cursed him behind his back" every 
time Miner "called him out to work." Dorn certainly had good reason 
to curse his landlord; Miner still treated his sharecroppers as slaves 
and expected them to work his home farm without pay. Still, Dorn de­
nied having cursed him, and King denied betraying him to Miner. 
They fought, and Dorn beat King to death. 65 

Many of these murders took place at social gatherings like dances or 
suppers, because these occasions offered rivals a chance to face off in 
front of their peers. At one Sunday gathering in Edgefield County, An­
drew Harris shot a friend for "telling tales" about him. Cato Butler had 
resolved to kill Henry Turner for a similar affront, but he waited sev­
eral weeks for the right occasion: a party at which everyone in the 
neighborhood could watch Turner die.66 

Under the circumstances it seems remarkable that the homicide 
rate rose so little among rural blacks. The mindset of Aaron Bosket, an 
Edgefield County freedman who became a share.cropper after the war, 
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sheds some light on how so many blacks managed to cope with having 
their hopes for a better life dashed repeatedly. A decade after the Civil 
War, Bosket was still desperately poor. He had tried to make a living in 
the state capital, but there were no good jobs for blacks there, so he 
came home and tried farming, with little success. He and his family 
lived in a one-room shack that was not much better than slave quar­
ters. But Bosket had seen great advances in his forty years, and he be­
lieved that one day he would see more. When whites called him "boy" 
or "uncle," he didn't show his feelings. He reminded himself that de­
spite setbacks, blacks could now vote, hold office, attend school, bear 
arms, and move about freely. He just tried to "live lowly and humble" 
and have faith that God would make things better. W. E, B. Du Bois 
heard that faith in the words of every freedman he met. He noted that 
whatever happened, good or bad, their reaction was the same: God 
would "bring all things right in His own good time."67 

In Jasper County, Georgia, blacks took advantage of their new free­
dom and formed a branch of the Judson Society, a Baptist missionary 
and benevolent society that cared for the sick, buried the dead, and 
financed the education of black children. They established a school, 
staffed it with black teachers, and taught themselves and their children 
to read and write. The editor of the county's Democratic newspaper 
took note of their efforts and advised whites to emulate them. "The 
colored people are wide awake on the subject of education, and are 
taking advantage of all the chances, while the white citizens are inac­
tive and careless. Now, we think it is time for our people to wake up on 
this subject." The same editor also told whites to let go of their animos­
ity toward free blacks. "The decree of Providence has thrown us to­
gether, and it is the duty of both races to so act and cooperate as to get 
along together harmoniously. "68 

In communities across the South blacks were looking beyond poli­
tics for a way out of poverty and ignorance and searching for ways 
to coexist with whites. They formed cooperative schools and Sunday 
schools in the 1870s and 1880s, determined to progress despite the re­
fusal of Redeemer governments to support black education. "It was a 
whole race trying to go to school," as Booker T. Washington said. 69 

Their efforts may have deterred some violence within the black com­
munity, but as conditions worsened it would prove difficult to per-
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suade young blacks in particular-the majority of whom were literate 
by the end of the century-that patient resolve and trust in God were 

the solutions to their predicament. 

Homicide in the South, 1888-1917 

The uneasy political peace that had settled upon the South after Re­

construction came to an end in the late 1880s and early 1890s, when 
the southern economy faltered and whites fell to bickering among 

themselves. It was a time of opportunity in politics for blacks and 
for poor and middle-class whites. They challenged the rule of con­
servative Democratic elites at mass demonstrations, at the polls, and 

through new voluntary organizations like the Farmers' Alliance and 
the Colored Farmers' Alliance. But it was also a time of anger, alien­
ation, and bitterness. Conservative white-supremacist elites lost power 
briefly in a number of states, but they regained ascendancy in the late 

1890s and early 1900s and created a political regime that was more 
brutal, corrupt, and nakedly antidemocratic than any the nation had 
seen since slave times. The consequence of political upheaval and the 

reaction that followed was once again a rash of lynchings, vigilante kill­
ings, and everyday murders. 

The challenge to white conservatives came in part from the Republi­

can Party, which was an unstable coalition of white Unionists, black 
civil rights advocates, temperance and educational reformers, and en­
trepreneurs who believed that the party's policies on banking, trans­
portation, and other economic issues would spur the development of 
railroads, coal mines, textile mills, and lumber mills across the South. 
The Republicans were strong in the Upper South and parts of the 
Lower South. In the presidential election of 1892, they got over 30 per­
cent of the vote in most counties in North Carolina and Tennessee 

and in nearly every county in Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, and 
Missouri. They were strongest in the mountain counties of eastern 
Tennessee, eastern Kentucky, southern West Virginia, western North 

Carolina, and northern Georgia, but they had pockets of strength in 
predominantly black counties in Louisiana and along the coasts of 
Texas, South Carolina, and Georgia.70 

The Populist Party also challenged Redeemer rule. The party 
grew out of two farm groups, the Farmers' Alliance and the Colored 

l. 
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Farmers' Alliance, that wanted to emancipate farmers from the crop­
lien system and help them remain independent. In the 1880s the two 
alliances represented three million farmers, yet neither the Republi­

cans nor the Democrats would incorporate their proposals into party 
platforms. Frustrated with their inability to effect change, some mem­

bers of the alliances founded the Populist Party. 
In the South the Populists drew most of their support from farmers, 

who faced rising costs and falling prices for their crops. Many of them, 
black and white, had fallen into the ranks of tenants, sharecroppers, 

and farm laborers, and even those who were still independent were 
hamstrung by problems that were beyond their control: international 
competition, volatile markets, and lower prices for cotton and other 

commodities as efficiency and output increased. The Populists be­
lieved they could help by creating agricultural cooperatives to market 
crops on favorable terms and by forming exchanges to purchase fertil­
izer and other supplies at lower cost. They also favored establishing 
government subtreasuries that would extend credit to farmers at lower 
interest rates, and they wanted to nationalize the railroads and tele­
graph companies to eliminate price-gouging by rail barons and com­
modity speculators. The Populists realized, too, that the farmers' lot 

would never improve unless they were better educated, so they advo­
cated establishing free public schools for blacks and poor whites. 71 

The Populists did well in a few places in the presidential election 

of 1892-the upper Piedmont and eastern plantation belt in Geor­
gia, southwestern Missouri, central North Carolina, and parts of Flor­

ida, Mississippi, and Texas. Their appeal appeared to be increasing, 
and conservative Democrats considered them a real threat because so 
many of the South's dispirited farmers were flocking to them. As histo­
rian C. Vann Woodward put it, "The annual defeat of the crop market 

and the tax collector, the weekly defeat of the town market and mount­
ing debt, and the small, gnawing, daily defeats of crumbling barn and 
fence, encroaching sagebrush and erosion, and one's children grow­

ing up in illiteracy-all added up to frustration. The experience bred a 
spirit of desperation and defiance in these people. "72 

Conservative Democrats faced challenges from within as well. Al­
though white Democrats were not divided by faith or ethnicity as they 

were in the North and Southwest, they were divided by class and 
by their views on revenue laws, temperance, economic development, 
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and other political issues. The party had alienated its rural, white­
supremacist base by failing to protect moonshiners from the federal 
government, and it had collaborated_ with home-grown and foreign 

capitalists in the same way the Republican Party did, increasing taxes 
and giving away public land to subsidize railroads and other corpora­

tions. And self-employment did not die an easy death among poor and 
middle-class white supremacists in the South, because wage work and 

tenancy were associated with being black. Working alongside blacks as 
sharecroppers, railroad laborers, coal miners, or convict laborers was 

utterly humiliating for southern whites. They wanted a government 
that would help them while keeping blacks in their place. 

The Democrats had plenty of schemes to help people get rich, but 

those schemes were expensive, and they brought prosperity only to 
those few citizens who had the wherewithal to join the scramble to 
control coal, timber, and farm land. Those who were too poor or 
who lacked the entrepreneurial drive to participate became sharecrop­

pers or wage laborers. The middle ground was shrinking. By the time 
the bottom fell out of the cotton market in the late 1880s, the Demo­
crats were in disarray. The post-Reconstruction political settlement 

had finally failed, and with it went the political stability that had kept 
homicide rates in check. 73 

This political upheaval was responsible for the rash oflynchings that 

hit the South in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Ter­
rorists and vigilantes did not kill as many people as they had during 
Reconstruction, but in the 1890s and early 1900s lynchings claimed at 
least 0.24 whites and 2.4 blacks per 100,000 adults per year across 
the South. Rates for everyday homicides also rose, from 12 to 23 per 
100,000 in the mountains of north Georgia, from 16 to 30 per 100,000 
in former plantation counties in the Georgia Piedmont, from 27 to 71 
per 100,000 in South Carolina, and from 125 to 800 per 100,000 in the 
upper Cumberland of Kentucky and Tennessee (Figures 4.1, 5.5, and 

8.1). These places were more violent than most, but by the late 1920s 
and early 1930s homicide rates had reached 15 to 25 per 100,000 in 
most border states and 25 to 40 per 100,000 in the Deep South. Those 
rates were much higher than they had been before the Civil War or in 

the late 1870s and early 1880s. Arrest rates for homicide also rose in 
cities in the South and the border states between the late 1880s and 
World War I. Homicide rates held steady only in Virginia, where white 
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conservatives did not face a serious challenge from Republicans or 
Populists or dissident Democrats (Figure 5.6). The South was not as 
homicidal as it had been during the Civil War or Reconstruction, but 
in these decades the South surpassed the Southwest as the most homi­
cidal region of the United States.74 

In northwestern Georgia, the authors of the renewed violence were 
frustrated Democrats, who turned to vigilantism to express their anger 

at the federal government's revenue laws and at violations of the color 
line. Some lived in the mountains; some lived in and around Dalton, a 
railroad town of 4,000 inhabitants that served as the metropolis of the 

area. The vigilantes had prominent spokesmen, but the rank-and-file 
were below average in wealth, and, like many southern farmers, they 

were trapped by the crop-lien system and low cotton prices, and they 
could not find a commodity other than liquor that could get them 
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Figure 8.1 South Carolina homicide indictment rate and Georgia homi­
cide rates, 1885-1914 (per 100,000 adults per year). Georgia plantation 
counties: Franklin,Jasper, and Wilkes; Georgia mountain counties: Gilmer 
and Rabun. Source: South Carolina: Moore (2006: 130-131). 
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out of debt. They murdered people sporadically in the mid-1880s. In 
1885, for example, nightriders gave notice that they would protect the 
"good people" of Dalton against thieves, prostitutes, and miscegena­
tionists. They burned five suspected brothels in Dalton and killed Tom 
Tarver, a black man who lived with a white woman. In northern Geor­
gia in 1886 moonshiners killed two federal deputies and four guides 
who had been helping revenue agents, and in Rabun County in 1888 
the Hopkins brothers stoned to death a temperance man as he came 
out of a service at Mount Carmel Church.75 

The violence escalated in 1888-89, when the vigilantes decided to 
put their activities on a more organized footing. In Murray County 
they began to work through the Distillers Union; in Gilmer County, 
through the Working Men's Friend and Protective Organization; 
and in Gordon County, through the Grange. John L. Edmondson, a 
wealthy landowner who supported the vigilantes, assured the public 
that they were "all good democrats, every one of them, and they voted 
all right, too." Nevertheless, these groups felt that the party had not 
gone far enough to protect white farmers and their families, and they 
were determined to take control of their communities. They horse­
whipped prostitutes and shot three blacks in Dalton who were orga­
nizers for the Populist Party. They also used their organizations to 
settle personal scores. But most of their targets were people who inter­
fered with the moonshine business. Henry Worley had been a moon­
shiner himself, but when he was indicted for whipping an informant, 
he cut a deal with federal agents and gave up his friends. Thirty men 
grabbed him, strung him up in a tree, and told him to leave town. He 
refused, and they shot him dead in his field two weeks later.76 

The vigilantes launched at least sixty-six raids in northwestern 
Georgia between 1889 and 1894, but they could not withstand the 
combined opposition of the Republican Party, the Populist Party, the 
Farmers' Alliances, and Democratic merchants and townspeople who 
felt that lawlessness was bad for business, especially when it came to at­
tracting outside investors. With the help of federal prosecutors, the 
principal vigilantes were brought to justice and their societies forced 
underground. However, the killing continued. Moonshiners contin­
ued their reign of terror against people who cooperated with law 
enforcement. Andrew Wilburn of Rabun County fired his Winches­
ter into the home of Joseph Crumpton a few nights after his still was 
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destroyed. The bullet passed through Crumpton's body and killed 
his daughter Sallie. The Morrow brothers, who had belonged to the 
White Cap Club in Gordon County, discovered that although vigil­
antism was enjoyable, it was not very profitable. They graduated from 
killing informants to robbing trains, stores, and post offices. 77 

Ministers and temperance advocates wrestled with the moonshine 
culture, with very little success. The Reverend Jim Kimmons went on 
a crusade against moonshining in the neighborhood around Mount 
Pisgah Church in Gilmer County, and the moonshiners paid him back 
by drinking and rioting around his church on Sundays. The hostilities 
went on for five years, until Carter Lingerfelt, a teenaged moonshiner, 
returned from a few weeks in jail in Dalton. Kimmons had helped se­
cure his early release, but Lingerfelt was convinced that Kimmons 
had informed on him. He made a grand entrance into Kimmons' 
church on Christmas Eve, then waited for him by the door. When 
Kimmons emerged, flanked by his brother, words were exchanged, 
and Lingerfelt took a swing at Kimmons. Kimmons and his brother 
pulled out their guns and opened fire. The wounded Lingerfelt tried 
to run, but the Kimmons brothers went after him and shot him until 
they were sure he was dead. 78 

The revenue war took dozens of lives in northern Georgia in the 
1890s and early 1900s. It also reinforced hatred of the federal govern­
ment and bred a backcountry lawlessness that still exists today. People 
died in feuds and revenge killings, many of which had originated years 
before in disputes over liquor. Similar conflicts broke out elsewhere in 
the South, although not all of them involved moonshine. In Cumber­
land County, Kentucky, near the Kentucky-Tennessee border, battles 
erupted between Republican farmers and the descendants of Demo­
cratic planters. The planters who lived in the fertile bottomlands had 
supported the Confederacy, but the farmers who lived in the uplands 
and made up the great majority of the county's population had sup­
ported the Union. After the war the county was firmly Republican, but 
frustrated Democrats fiercely contested every election, and confronta­
tions between Republicans and Democrats were common. 79 

Cumberland County's Democratic minority could never defeat the 
white Republican majority, but some of them tried to reclaim a piece 
of the good old days by tormenting the county's blacks. Former slaves 
had purchased a colony called Coe Ridge, where they got along by 
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logging, farming, moonshining, and performing seasonal labor for 
whites. They lived without incident until the late 1880s, when young 
men from Democratic families-the_ Taylors, Shorts, Capps, Pruitts, 
Longs, and Vaughns-started to harass them. Most of the whites were 
related to a noted Confederate guerrilla, and they all lamented the 
Lost Cause. They had not prospered since the Civil War, and they re­
sented the fact that the Coe Ridge blacks were doing well. They had 
also heard a rumor that Calvin Coe, a leader of the black community, 
had courted the wife of a Taylor who had been in prison. Coe denied 
that accusation, but the Taylors and their friends were determined to 
run Coe and the other Coe Ridge blacks out of the county and reestab­
lish white supremacy.80 

The whites began by harassing the Coe Ridge children. They stole 
chestnuts that the children had gathered. They vandalized the Coe 
Ridge school and destroyed the children's books and slates. Then they 
caught some of the children and tortured them, skinning their faces 
and burning their feet. Finally, in the summer of 1888, Will Taylor, Pat 
Pruitt, Ike Short, and Charles Short hiked up the ridge to kill Calvin 
Coe. They shot at Coe and his friends, wounding Oleson Wilburn. The 
blacks did not have guns, but they charged the whites with knives. Coe 
stabbed at Taylor and knocked down his gun every time he tried to 
fire, and when Taylor refused to give up, Coe cut his throat. Coe sur­
rendered to the sheriff, claiming self-defense. He was released because 
Will Taylor's friends refused to testify: they wanted to kill Coe them­
selves. 

One hundred whites planned to attack Coe Ridge later that month 
to "finish" the settlement. All but three Coe men and three teenaged 
boys were away on the Cumberland River rafting logs, but they were 
warned of the attack by a white neighbor. They immediately bought up 
all the ammunition at the local store and set up an ambush. When the 
firing began, all but fifteen of the whites fled. The battle went on for 
nearly twenty-four hours, until the whites finally rode off, their losses 
unknown.81 

Emboldened by this victory, Calvin and Littlejohn Coe began court­
ing two white girls, Molly Ballard and Nan Anderson. The Coe Ridge 
colony had always been a place where "fallen" white women-unwed 
mothers, prostitutes, petty criminals-could find a home. But Ballard 
and Anderson were respectable young women who were simply at-
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tracted to the Coes. The couples eloped in July 1889, but they were 
caught at a station just up the line. Vince Ballard, Molly's father, am­
bushed Calvin Coe, and Bill Irvin tried to kill Littlejohn Coe, but they 
shot Oleson Wilburn and Joe Coe by mistake.82 

Ballard and his friends gave up, but the Taylors tried one more time 
to kill the Coes. On election day in November 1892 George Taylor 
walked up to Calvin Coe, put a pistol to his head, and fired. The bullet 
failed to penetrate his skull, however, and Yaller John and Littlejohn 
Coe ran after Taylor and shot him down. Yaller John, who had bent the 
barrel of his gun crushing Taylor's skull, grabbed Little John's gun 
and said to the whites who had gathered round, "Here's another one 
just as good. Do you take it up? If you do, step in his shoes. Any 
man here on the ground wants to take it up, let him step in his shoes." 
Calvin, who had just regained consciousness, asked, "did you kill the 
-- man?" ''Yes," replied Yaller John, "we landed the son-of-a-bitch in 

hell. "83 

The Coes were vindicated in the county court. Little John was ac­
quitted, and Yaller John was sentenced to two years in prison, not for 
murder but for abusing a corpse. Living in a county dominated by 
white Republicans, they had the sympathy of most whites. In most 
southern counties, blacks were not so fortunate. 

Militant Democrats also went after white Republicans and Populists 
during these years. Over 700 blacks and whites were lynched in the 
South between 1889 and 1893, the peak years for such crimes, and 
the numbers remained high for the next two decades as conservative 
whites fought for control of the South. Lynching victims were almost 
always accused of murder, attempted murder, arson, or rape, but the 
purpose of the lynchings was political. These crimes could have been 
handled by the criminal justice system, but vigilantes did not want jus­
tice to take its course: they wanted to send a message about who was re­
ally in charge to blacks and to whites whose actions they disapproved 
of. They did not lack faith in the government's ability to impose jus­
tice; they saw lynching as the only way to forestall change, maintain 
their position in society, and command respect from blacks.84 

Anyone who threatened the conservatives' social order was a poten­
tial target: black landowners, interracial couples, and Republican and 
Populist politicians. Lynchings of blacks were most common in coun­
ties with the highest proportion of whites working as tenants or farm 
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laborers. They were also common in cotton counties, where landown­
ers were determined to control and exploit black labor. When cotton 
prices were high, the number of lynchings fell, but when prices were 
low, and at times of the year when the demand for black labor was 
high, the number of lynchings rose. Lynchings were rare in counties 
along the coast of South Carolina and Georgia that were dominated by 
black Republicans and in mountain counties dominated by white Re­
publicans. They were also less common in counties where the Populist 
Party flourished. But wherever the Democratic Party was strong, white 
militants vented their frustrations without fear of retribution.85 

Much of the fight for control of the former Confederacy in the late 
1880s and 1890s was overtly political. Fort Bend County, which like 
most of east Texas was firmly within the plantation South, saw eight 
political killings in 1888-1890. The county was divided between the 
Woodpecker faction, which had the support of blacks, who made up 
85 percent of the population, and the Jaybirds, who had the support of 
most whites. It should have been impossible for whites to take over 
county government. But young white militants, led by "Red Hot" Frost, 
the owner of the Brahma Bull and Red Hot Bar, took up arms, pa­
raded through the streets of the county seat, and threatened civil war if 
the Woodpeckers did not surrender. In the weeks before the elec­
tion of 1888, a wealthy planter who had pressured blacks to vote for 
the Jaybirds was killed by a black man whom he had caught steal­
ing cotton. Spurred on by that killing, the Jaybirds ran influential 
blacks out of the county, including the county clerk, two county com­
missioners, two schoolteachers, and two successful businessmen. 
The Woodpeckers tried to make peace by electing an all-white slate 
of officeholders, but the Jaybirds were not satisfied. The feud blew 
up again in June 1889, when the county assessor, Kyle Terry, killed 
a Jaybird, Ned Gibson. The Texas Rangers were sent to keep the peace, 
but in August a full-scale battle broke out in front of the county court­
house. Red Hot Frost was killed, along with two Woodpecker law­
men and a young black girl who was caught in the crossfire. Kyle 
Terry won a change of venue to Galveston, but it did him no good. 
He was murdered in the Galveston courthouse. Woodpecker leaders 
fled, and the Jaybirds took control. One Texas Ranger summed 
up whites' satisfaction with the outcome of thei,r campaign: "The ne-
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groes thereafter stayed on the plantations, worked and kept out of 
politics. "86 

Democratic militants terrorized and murdered Populists as well in 
the last two decades of the century. In the gubernatorial election in 
Georgia in 1892, Democrats murdered fifteen Populists and threat­
ened others in an effort to keep Populist voters away from the polls. 
The Democrats won the election only because they controlled local 
election boards and committed massive voter fraud. In Hall County, in 
the Texas Panhandle, the Democratic cattlemen were pitted against 
Populist homesteaders. The governor once again sent the Texas 
Rangers to stop the killing, but the Rangers simply sided with the cat­
tle barons. In San Saba County, in the hill country, Democratic vigilan­
tes ran blacks and sheepherders out of the county in a running battle 
that took between twenty and fifty lives before it finally ended in 1896. 
In Orange County, located in the plantation belt of east Texas, Popu­
lists and Republicans together controlled the courts, the sheriff's of­
fice, and the county commissions. In 1899-1900 Democrats used every 
means at their disposal, including arson, lynching, assassination, and 
armed assaults, to cripple the Populist and Republican leadership, 
drive blacks out of the county, and restore white rule.87 

In Grimes County, another plantation county in east Texas, Demo­
crats organized the White Man's Union in 1899 to disfranchise blacks 
and restore Democratic rule. Waxing poetic, one of its members wrote 
that 

Twas nature's laws that drew the lines 
Between the Anglo-Saxon and African races, 
And we, the Anglo-Saxons of Grand Old Grimes, 
Must force the African to keep his place. 

The White Man's Union took control of the county militia unit and 
simply assassinated the county's leading black politicians:Jim Kinnard, 
a Republican who had long served as country clerk; and Jack Haynes, 
a Populist farmer. After the killings, blacks and white Populists fled the 
county by the hundreds, leaving the county's Populist sheriff, Garrett 
Scott, to fend for himself. Scott told a Union leader to "go and get 
your Union force, every damn one of them, put them behind rock 
fences and trees and I'll fight the whole damn set of cowards." But 
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Scott and the remaining Populist leaders could not protect their con­
stituents, and the Union triumphed in the election of 1900, garnering 
over 1,400 of the county's 1,800 votes (4,500 had voted in the election 

of 1898, before the terror began). The day after the election, the 
Union men rode into the county seat and started shooting. The gun 

battle lasted five days. Finally a light infantry company from Houston 
rescued the wounded sheriff and his deputies and escorted them out 
of town. The sheriff's brother and a Populist shopkeeper had been 
killed, as had the Union leader who had shot them. Similar fighting 
broke out in dozens of communities across the South where Demo­
cratic minorities tried to seize power.88 

All southern Democrats wanted to avoid federal intervention in 

elections, and some hoped to lessen the need for fraud and violence at 
the polls. In pursuit of those goals they introduced new measures to 

maintain the color line and to suppress voting by political adversaries. 
Conservatives had passed an array of state laws since Reconstruction, 
all of which were carefully worded so as not to run afoul of the Four­

teenth and Fifteenth Amendments or the Civil Rights Acts of 1866 and 
1875. Redeemers in Louisiana, for instance, had simply repealed the 

1869 law that banned segregated schools and left it to school boards 
appointed by their state superintendent of education to establish sepa­
rate schools for blacks and whites. Virginia's conservatives passed a 

poll tax that effectively disfranchised the 20-40 percent of voters in 
predominantly black counties in the Tidewater and the area south of 

the James River who failed or were unable to pay the tax. By the end of 
the century, however, militant Democrats grew bolder. Henceforth, 
in the interest of ensuring peace and racial purity, blacks would be 
segregated from whites in all public places. To "improve the tone" of 

politics-that is, to check the power of poor voters-blacks (and in 
some states poor and illiterate whites) would be permanently disfran­
chised. Militant Democrats wanted to ensure that blacks and poor 

whites would never again be able to form a political coalition.89 

Democrats passed a number of laws between 1889 and 1908 that 
brought them closer to that goal. Mississippi enacted an election law in 

1890 that required voters to live in the state for two years prior to vot­
ing (and in the election district for one year), to register four months 
before an election, to pay a poll tax of $2 for two years before an elec­

tion, and to "give a reasonable interpretation" of any passage of the 
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state constitution-requirements that made it difficult for the poor 
and transient to qualify and that allowed registrars to reject any appli­
cant they wished by applying the "understanding clause" arbitrarily. A 

Louisiana law respected the federal government's right to regulate in­
terstate commerce but required railroad companies to maintain sepa­
rate passenger cars for blacks and whites on intrastate routes. The Su­

preme Court allowed such laws to stand, the former because it did not 
bar citizens from voting on the grounds of race, color, or previous con­
dition of servitude, the latter because it merely provided separate facil­

ities as a matter of public policy and did not stamp blacks "with the 
badge of inferiority," in the words of Justice Brown in Plessyv. Ferguson 
(1896) .90 

Civil rights activists tried to overturn such laws, but Congress had 
not been able to pass a civil rights bill since 1875, thanks to lukewarm 

support among some northern and western Republicans and implaca­
ble opposition from congressional Democrats, not one of whom had 
voted for a civil rights law since 1865. When the Democrats won con­

trol of Congress in 1892, they repealed the election laws of 1870-1872, 
making it impossible for federal officials to police elections or sup­
press political terrorism in the South. With the federal government sty­

mied, southern Democrats were free to forge ahead with their agenda 
of disfranchisement and segregation.91 

Republican leaders would not get very high marks for their efforts 

to protect voters and candidates from violence and to ensure that elec­
tions were fair, and Populist leaders contributed to their party's defeat 
by fusing with the Democratic Party in the presidential election of 
1896 and giving up their platform in return for a promise to issue sil­
ver coins that could ease the credit crunch. But it is difficult to see how 
either party could have defended itself and its voters without launch­
ing another civil war, or how either party could have defeated the 
white-supremacist campaign. Too many blacks and whites still feared 
and distrusted each other, even when they had common interests, and 
too many whites were determined to kill rather than share power with 
blacks. 

The impact of the Democrats' victory on homicide rates among 
whites in the South was complex. Militant Democrats certainly con­

cocted the perfect recipe for higher homicide rates. They tolerated 
lynching and terrorism against white criminals, dissenters, miscegena-
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tionists, and moral reprobates. They humiliated poor whites by mak­
ing it more difficult for them to vote, and they crushed middle-class 
dissidents by stealing the votes they cast. They opposed policies that 
could have benefited poor and middle-class farmers and workers, and 
most of the time they were openly corrupt. Their governments were il­
legitimate in the eyes of many whites, and they made it impossible for 
many men to achieve the standing in society they felt they deserved. 
But militant Democrats accomplished one thing that had the power to 
deter homicide among whites: they created a caste society in which it 
was an honor simply to be white, and they invited poor and middle­
class whites to help them enforce caste boundaries through racial ter­
rorism. Men did not have to vote to feel the power that came from be­
ing white in a caste society, or to feel a kinship with other whites, re­
gardless of class. These factors probably explain why the homicide rate 
declined modestly among whites in the first two decades of the twenti­
eth century after peaking in the late 1880s and 1890s. 

The impact of the militant Democrats' victory on homicide rates 
among African Americans was anything but modest. The violence, the 
denial of rights, the loss of life, the destruction of the black commu­
nity's political leadership, and relegation to the bottom of the social 
hierarchy as de facto slaves left many blacks, especially young men, 
feeling angry, powerless, humiliated, and hopeless. They knew full well 
that southern governments were illegitimate, that they were supported 
by fraud, murder, and the denial of basic rights. They were also aware 
that they had been abandoned by the federal government. 

Blacks who had grown up in slavery, like Aaron Bosket of Edgefield 
County, submitted humbly to such oppression, but their sons, to whom 
slavery was but "a dim recollection of childhood," reacted very differ­
ently. Du Bois observed that they either "sank into listless indifference, 
or shiftlessness," or swaggered with "reckless bravado." Aaron's son 
Pud was one of the reckless ones. Determined to win respect by being 
"bad," he cultivated a tough, menacing exterior and demonstrated re­
peatedly that he was willing to use violence. He and his contemporar­
ies carried pistols and knives to protect themselves against white bul­
lies and predators, but they were more likely to use those weapons on 
other blacks as they fought for scraps of dignity within their communi­
ties. Too many died trying to prove their manhood at each other's 
expense. A few of them gave vent to their frustrations by going on 
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rampages against whites, which almost invariably ended in their own 
deaths.92 

On Coe Ridge, Calvin, Little John, and Yaller John Coe had reason 
to be proud of their victory over the Taylors on election day in 1892. 
They had fought bravely, and they believed that they would succeed in 
the end by being fearless, working hard, educating their children, and 
trusting in God. Younger men, however, took a different lesson from 
violence of that day and others like it. Racial oppression and the kill­
ing of innocent men like Oleson Wilson and Joe Coe convinced the 
next generation that they had no hope of changing southern society. 
The triumph of white supremacists across the South confirmed that 
conclusion and persuaded many young blacks that trying to live by 
their fathers' rules-work hard, go to school, trust in God-was point­
less.93 

Once the timber on the Coes' land was cut and the rocky soil on 
their mountain farms played out, they were forced to rely on gam­
bling, prostitution, and moonshining, and young black men soon 
learned that the way to succeed in those businesses was to intimidate 
and prey on others. They didn't wait for trouble-they went look­
ing for it, even within the black community. One Coe Ridge youth, 
Sherman Wilburn, tried to kill a teacher who had disciplined him, and 
when his father punished him for the attempt he ran away. He found 
work as a rafter guiding logs down a river, but the timber entrepreneur 
who purchased the logs from Wilburn's employer refused to keep him 
on, in violation of local custom. Two days later the man reconsidered 
and offered Wilburn the job, but Wilburn was so angry about be­
ing dismissed that he shot him. The fellow returned fire and killed 
Wilburn.94 

Another Coe Ridge youth, Jesse Coe, got into an argument with a 
riverboat captain in Celina, Tennessee, in 1896. The captain pulled a 
pistol and shot him, but Coe wrenched the pistol from the captain and 
shot him dead. He did his time in prison, and when he came home he 
was "like a wild Indian," so full of rage that even his friends shied away 
from him. He left the Ridge for Indianapolis in 1901. There he quickly 
earned a reputation as a dangerous character. He carried a pistol with 
him at all times and boasted that he would "burn" any police officer 
who harassed him. One night two police officers asked him where his 
friends were, and he shot them both dead. He fled to Coe Ridge and 
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hid in a cave for months, but a neighbor who feared reprisals from 
whites revealed his hiding place, and local law officers crept up on him 
and killed him.95 

Alienated young black men posed a problem everywhere in the 
South. Law enforcement responded by hounding young blacks, trying 
to stamp out rebelliousness when the first signs appeared. But police 
harassment drove some young black men to commit suicidal acts of ag­
gression against whites. Centuries of white violence against blacks had 
convinced them that every black man was "born under a sentence of 
death," and they resolved that if they were ever caught in a situation in 
which they felt they might be killed, they would take as many whites 
with them as they could. In 1900 Robert Charles, a young Mississip­
pian, was being bullied by a group of New Orleans police officers. He 
pulled a gun and started shooting. He killed seven whites (four of 
them police officers) and wounded twenty before he was killed. In re­
venge, white mobs killed six blacks and wounded seventy. Hundreds of 
similar incidents occurred across the South. In 1915 J. P. Williams, the 
police chief in Monticello, Georgia, raided a "blind tiger" (an illegal 
saloon) in the home of Dan and Matilda Barber. The Barbers and 
their customers jumped Williams, and they were beating him when 
Williams pulled a gun and shot Matilda Barber in the face. Dan Barber 
seized Williams' pistol, but it misfired, and he yelled to his son to bring 
his shotgun. Williams grabbed his gun again and fired twice, wound­
ing Matilda again. At that point reinforcements arrived to rescue Wil­
liams and arrest the Barbers. Matilda survived, but a lynch mob came 
to the jail that night and hanged her husband, son, and daughters. 96 

Every kind of murder increased within the black community as the 
frustration of young black men intensified. Killings occurred when 
men faced off over a debt, a card game, or a point of honor. Abe 
Banks of Franklin County, Georgia, owed Orange Rucker a quarter, 
and Rucker owed Banks a dollar. One Saturday night Rucker asked 
Banks's wife for the quarter, and, not knowing about the dollar owed 
her husband, she paid him. Banks was furious when he found out 
about the quarter. He pounded on Rucker's door at midnight, de­
manding his money, and when Rucker wouldn't open the door he 
broke it down; Rucker grabbed his gun and shot Banks. Someone 
threw a bottle during a party in Machen, Georgia,, hitting Tink Thomp­
son. Thompson had no idea who had thrown the bottle or if it had 
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been aimed at him, but he was furious at having been treated with dis­
respect. His friends told him to put away his pistol, but he worked his 
way through the crowd, determined to find the man who had hit him. 
He picked King Johnson, a section hand on the railroad, and shot him 
in the head.97 

Young men began carrying handguns everywhere-even to church. 
On the way home from a Sunday evening service in Jasper County, 
Georgia, Fred Nolley decided to make the boys walking behind him 
"hop" by firing his new, nickel-plated pistol at them. Unfortunately, his 
aim was poor, and he killed one of them. By 1905 this kind of recre­
ational shooting had become extremely popular among both blacks 
and whites in the South. They shot off their guns after church, at re­
vival meetings, at picnics, and at neighborhood dances. Unheard of 
in the rural North, the custom gave young men an opportunity to 
show off their guns, practice their marksmanship, impress women, 
and-perhaps most important-make other men lose face when they 
flinched. The authorities fined dozens of blacks and whites for carry­
ing concealed weapons at each term of the county court, but these ef­
forts had little .effect: too many men felt the need to impress others. 
When asked about the custom, they claimed that they needed guns to 
protect themselves. Arms ostensibly carried for self-defense, however, 
were used most often against friends and acquaintances.98 

Older members of the black community deplored the recklessness 
and viciousness of the new generation. To them it seemed that young 
men had lost their moral bearings, and events all too often seemed to 
confirm that belief. Katherine Curry, an elderly black woman who ran 
a kitchen in Lavonia, Georgia, had a reputation for kindness. She was 
up all hours, fed people whenever they needed a meal, and charged 
just enough to keep herself and her business going. Moot Teasley, a 
sixteen-year-old boy who chopped stovewood for her, decided that she 
must have lots of money, since her business was good, and one day he 
beat her to death, burned her body, and took all the money she had, 
which turned out to be $30. No one could explain why he did it-not 
even Teasley himself. He came from a good home, and Mrs. Curry had 
always treated him well. 99 

Segregation, disfranchisement, and lynching darkened the lives of 
young African Americans in ways that their elders could not always un­
derstand. Although the reversals of the late nineteenth and early twen-
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tieth centuries did not completely destroy a sense of progress among 
those old enough to remember slavery, they crushed the hopes of 
blacks born free or freed at an early age. They were outraged at being 
treated like slaves. They could not abide being forced back down the 
social ladder and having their destiny controlled by outside forces. 
The reversals they suffered, like the persecution and discrimination 
that minorities endured in the urban North and Southwest, fostered 
resentment and alienation, led them to divert their energies into crim­
inal enterprises, and created a heritage of anger and violence that was 
passed down through successive generations. The growing homicide 
problem among black southerners was not caused by slavery or by the 
failure of Reconstruction to create a racially egalitarian society. It was 
caused by the hopelessness and rage that the political disaster of the 
1890s and early 1900s engendered. Only the frontier, the Revolution, 
the Mexican War, and the Civil War produced conditions that were 
more conducive to homicide than those that were created by turn-of­
the-century white-supremacist governments. 

CHAPTER 9 

The Problem Endures 

Homicide from World War I to the Present 

Unfortunately, the kinds of homicide statistics that are available for co­
lonial times through the nineteenth century are not yet available for 
the twentieth c.entury. The official data gathered by state and local gov­
ernments and collated by the Census Bureau, the National Center for 
Health Statistics, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation should have 
made it relatively easy to carry the story of homicide in the United 
States down to the present day. State departments of vital statistics have 
collected data on homicides since the early twentieth century. How­
ever, the data record only the number of victims, not the circum­
stances of their deaths. The FBI has tried to address that problem 
since 1976 with its Supplementary Homicide Reports, but some law­
enforcement agencies have not reported their data to the FBI, and 
those that have reported have been reluctant to specify motive and cir­
cumstance in cases that have not been closed by arrest or conviction.1 

Thus the data cannot be used to determine rates for specific kinds of 
homicides, like marital or robbery murders, or rates for specific demo­
graphic groups, like Hispanics or the Irish. Nor can they be used to 
determine homicide rates for minorities below the national level, be­
cause before 1968 the state and local data classified African Ameri­
cans, Asian Americans, and Native Americans jointly as nonwhite. A 
comprehensive history of homicide since World War I will require the 
use of multiple sources to reconstruct individual cases, just as the his-
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and .30, and rimfire and centerfire .32, .38, and 
.41). Bird's-head-type grips predominated, and 
the shortest of barrel length was 2¼ ", the longest 
(a special order) 10". When removed, cylinder 
pins doubled as ejector rods. Of all types a 
108,000 specimen total was produced, the last 
model leaving the assembly line in 1886. 

One means of classifying the New Lines is if 
the configuration dates pre-1876 (the First Model) 
or post-1876 (Second Model). First Models are 
easy to recognize by the stop slots on the outside 
surface of the cylinder and the short cylinder 
flutes. Second Models have stop cuts on the back 
end of the cylinder and flutes running most of the . 
chamber length; some examples were fitted with 
loading gates, and usually the barrels were 
stamped with an 1874 patent date . . Quite desir­
able to the collector are pistols marked by the 
factory with special trade names, ordered by the 
prominent distributor B. Kittredge & Co., Cincin­
nati". The .22 was known as The Little Colt; the 
.30, The Pony Colt; the .32, The Ladies Colt; the 
.38, The Pet Colt; and the 041, The Big Colt. 

In 1880 a fresh variation joined the New 
Lines, known as the New House Pistol. Featuring 
such Second Model styling as long cylinder flutes 
and a loading gate, these arms are easy to identify 
from the squared-off butt profile and the standard 

Colt's cabinet of arms as photographed in the main building 
of the Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition, 1876. A potpourri 
of over 300 firearms made up this most imposing of all com· 
pany displays. Examining the original photograph under power­
ful magnification reveals that most handguns were engraved, 
their grips of ivory, ebony, pearl, or select walnut. Over the years 
some pieces remained in factory service as show guns; most 
were sold off or given away. A few are now in the Colt Collec­
tion at the Museum of Connecticut History, Hartford. The 
splendid walnut display case was broken up for lumber by an 
incredibly ignorant janitor, and only the COL T'S FIRE ARMS CO. 
and rampant-colt finial have survived. 

172 

2¼" barrel. COLT HOUSE or NEW HOUSE and the 
caliber designation are etched or stamped on the 
left side of most barrels. 

The last of the New Line variations appeared 
in 1882 under the name "New Police." Because 
of the unusual grips, embellished with a police­
and-robbe; motif, modern collectors call these 
arms the Cop and Thug. Pistols were built in a 
2¼"-barrel type without ejector, or in 4½", 5", 
and 6" lengths with ejector. The Cop and Thug 
was the only New Line variation made with ejec­
tor rods mounted on the barrels. The entire pro­
duction was of the Second Model styling, and 
standard on the left side of the barrel was the 
etched or stamped legend NEW POLICE [caliber] or 
COLT NEW [caliber]. The squared butt profile is 
another identifying detail of the Cop and Thug 
group. 

In its series of deringer and pocket revolvers 
Colt's concentrated on a market increasingly glut­
ted by cheap imitations. Stubbornly maintaining 
high quality standards, the firm was eventually 
forced to drop every model because of the suc­
cessful proliferation of cheap competitor types. 
The cartoon "Our Colt and How We Drove Him" 
was devised as a pointed rejoinder to those man­
ufacturers who were to blame for the high volume 
of inferior firearms, known today as "suicide 
specials." 

"Our Colt" is the sad tale of a gullible public rating products 
solely on price. Colt preferred to cease manufacture of pocket 
spur-trigger pistols, rather than lower quality standards. 
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CHAPTER Six 

U.S. WAR DEPARTMENT AND NAVY ORDE~ 
COLT FIREARMS S 0~ 

AND PRICES PAID THEREFOR FROM 
1841 TO 1857 INCLUSIVE 

UNITED STATES ORDERS-WAR DEPARTMENT 

1841-March 2........ 100 Carbines .......... $45 ...... . . . . . . . 
July 23 . . . . . . . . . 60 " . . . . . . . . . " ............ . 

1847-January 4 ....... 1,000 Holster Pistols .... 28 .......... 
November 2... . . 1,000 '' '' '' . . . . . . . . . · · · · 

1849-January 8 ....... 1,000 " '' 25 · · · · · ........... 
1850-February 4... . . . 1,000 " '' " .......... 
1851-May 8 .......... 2,000 " " 24 
1853- '' 26 ..... .... 1,000 '' '' '' ....... . ..... . 
1855-January 15... . . . 1,000 " " 11 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

July 27. . . . . . . . . 1,000 Belts 11 " • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

December 6. . . . . 100 " " " · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
1856-February 13. . . . . 200 " " " · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

April 21. . . . . . . . 370 " " " ............. . 
11 23 • . . . . . . . 125 Holster " " · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
'' 26. . . . . . . . 100 ,, ,, '' ............. . 
" 26. . . . . . . . 100 Belt " " ............. . 

" 29. . . . . . . . 55 Holster " " · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
May3.......... 50 ,, ,, ,, ·············· 
June 10......... 125 Belt " " · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
August 14. . . . . . 6 " " 11 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

September 19... . · 60 " ,, ,, · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
1857-January 7... . . . . 101 Rifles 

,, 7 · . . . . . . 500 Belt .... ,·, . . . . . . . ;~ ............. . 

April 13 . . . . . . . . 1 ,, ,, ,, · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

.............. 

.............. 

4,soo .oo 
2 I 700 Uf) 

28,ooo .oo 
28,ooo.oo 
25 I 000 ,()(J 
25,000 .00 
48,ooo .oo 
24,ooo oo 
24,ooo.00 
24,000 .00 
2,400 00 
4,soo.00 
s, sso. 00 
3,000 00 
2 I 400,00 
2,400 00 
1,320 00 
1,200 00 
3, OOJ 00 

14-100 
1, 4-!0 00 
5,050 ~J 

12 I 000 00 
2-1 00 May 13.. . . . . . . . 250 ,, 

" 18..... . . . . 16 " 
June 2.......... 100 ,, 

" 20 . 49. . . . . . . . . . . S, 122 50 

" 4 . · · · · · · · · . 10 " 
" 13 - · · · · · ·.. 200 " 

July 11......... 150 " 
August 12..... . . 100 ,, 

" 1 4 . · · · · · . 300 " 
" 2 O. · · · · ·. 200 " 

September 5 150 11 

November 3 · · · · · 5 
000 11 

11 
2 i: : : ~ , 300 Rifles 

17,829 

,, 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

II 

" 
II 

,, 
............ 

66 

II • , • , , • , • , , , 327 4 
" . . . . . . . . . . . 2,0.!9 00 
II • • • • • • • •.'. 20-1 ~ 
'' . . . . . . . . . . . 4,09 00 

" .. ······•·· 3,073'0 
II ••..• , • , • • • 2,0-19.00 
" . . . . . . . . . . . 6,1-17.00 
,, . . . . . . . . . . . 4,09 00 
" . . . • • . . .. . . 3,o73 sa 

18.47 11/12...... 92,395 j 

42,50 ,,,, •,,,, •• 12,1.'0'v -----416. ~6; Oi 
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i 

HANDBOOK OF COLT GUNS 

NAVY DEPARTME NT 

67 

July 10 ........ . 
1ss2- ,, " ........ . 25 Army Pistols ...... $25. 00 ....... . . .. $ 

50 Navy " " ........ . . . 
625 .00 

,, ,, ....... . 
,, ,, ........ . 
,, ,, ........ . 

56_June 16 . • · · · · · · · 
18 M y 21 ........ . 1ss7- a 

June 16. • · · · · · · · 

13 6-inch " . . . . . . 19 . 30 .......... . 
6 5-inch " ...... 18 .30 .......... . 
6 4-inch " ...... 17 .30 ......... .. 

50 Navy " ...... 18. 64½ ........ . 
50 " " ...... 19 .43½ .. . . . ... . 
30 II II II ' • ' ' ' ' ' • ' 

August 3. • • · · · · 
September 28 .... 

50 " " " · · · · · · · · · 
1,870 " " · · · · · · · • · 

1,250.00 
250.90 
109.80 
103.80 
932 . 25 
971. 75 
583 .05 
971. 75 

36 ,343 .45 -- - ---
19,979 $458 , 708 .82 
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MODEL Ci\L. RBL. RBL. Mi\RKING CYL. CYL. MARKING 
Holster 4 to 6 Patent Arms Mfg. Co. Ss Texas 36 1½ Paterson, N. J. Stagecoach 

Paterson 9, 12 Colt's Pt. 
Hold-up 

PRLCE 

$2500.00 

Belt 31 4 to Patent Arms Mfg. Co. 
Paterson 34 6 

Ss Centaur 
Paterson , N. J, 
Colt's Pt. & Horsemen 

Pocket 28 2½ to Patent Arms Mfg. Co. Paterson 31 4¾ Ss Centaur 
34 

Paterson, N. J. 
& Horsemen Colt 's Pt . 

$1250 .00 ,..., 
> t:c 

en 
.j... 

$1000 .00 tl::1 ~ 
'-c m () 

~ 
en tz 

> 
0 .,, 

;;,;, "T1 
>-j 

...; tT1 

z ;;,;, 
(j 

:;.; 0 
..., 

-< ~ ~ 
~ tT1 ,..., t"" t'1 < t"" 

► 
t'1 

t"" 

~ en 

MODEL CAL. BBL. BBL. M 'ARKING CVL. CVL. MARKING M1.sc. & V A.lUATIONS Pa..1.CE 

Walker 44 9" Address Sarni Colt, 6s Indian & No catch on loading 
Dragoon New York City Dragoon Battle. lever. No. of Army Co. 

u. s. 1847 Model U .S.M.R. Mfgd. at Whitneyville 
Colt's Patent 1847 $1500.00 

Hartford 44 7½ Address Sarni Colt, 6s Indian & Shorter lever with two 
Dragoon New York City Dragoon Battle type catches 300.00 

Colt's Patent 2nd Model-Locking bolt 
face rectangular 300 .00 ::i:: 
3rd Model-7½, 8" bbl. 

::t.. 
<: Cut for shoulder stock I:, 

and had leaf sights 300 .00 tr;, 

English Model-English 0 
0 Proof marks but mfgd. at ::a;: 

Hartford 300. 00 
Little 31 3 to Address Sarni Colt 5s Indian & Straight Back Trigger Guard 0 
Dragoon 6 oct. New York City Held Dragoon Battle. No loading lever 150 .00 "?1 

Bracket marks are by Colt's Patent. 2nd Model-Stagecoach holdup ~ at both ends pin on Cy!., Round slots 150.00 0 
3rd Model-Has loading lever; t°"" 

~ 
rectangular slots 150.00 

1849 31 3 to Address Sam! Colt 5s Stagecoach Few 6 shot cyl. 50 .00 G) 

Pocket 6" New York City 6s Hold-up Wells Fargo Type 1-3" 
c::: 
<: Oct. Brackets at both Colt's Patent oct. bbl .-no loading vi 

ends plus number lever 50 .00 
Address Col. Sarni Colt 2nd type-Widened space 
New York U.S. America bet. bbl. lug & cyl. 40. 00 
Address Sarni Colt London Colt-2 British 
Hartford Ct. P.M. on cyl. and bbl. 
Address Col. Colt lug. Address Col. Colt 
London London 40 .00 
Sam1 Colt QO 

VI 
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~on L CL. BBL. 

a 36 i½ 
Belt J Oct. 
l ~l 

,.\,fODKL Bot... 

Type . ·o. 6 2 3 l-!f rd. 
Type . ·o . 6B 31 4 1-z rd. 

Type X o. :- 31 J\~ rd . 

3 1 4½ rd. 

Type. ·o. 31 -!½ rd. 

1860 

BBL- MARKING 

Address Col. Colt 
Kew York, U .S.A. 
Larger type than SA & B 

Address Col. Colt 

, ·ew York, U.S.A. 

Address Col. Colt 
London 

Addms Col. Saml 
Colt . ·ew York U.S. 

America 
Addr ml Colt 
Hartford Ct. 

ddr Col. Colt 
London 
(200,000 mfgd.) 

CYL 

rtl 

s 
fiut d 

5• 

P,1trntrd 
10, 1850 

P.ltcnff"tl Srr,t 

Out("d 10, l 14"i0 

CVL. CYL. MARJC(NC - • -

Stagecoa ch hold-up 

p IC 

n 

,!JO 00 
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\1 onFT C'A L. BBL. BBL. MARKING CYL. CYL. MARKING Misc. & VARIATIONS PRICE 00 
00 

Potier 4½ Address Col. Sarni 5s Pat. Sept. 10, Brass trigger guards ; 
1862 36 5½ Colt, New York U.S. Semi- 1850 few of iron. Frame 

6½ America. Address fluted similar to Pocket of 
rd . Sarni Colt 

Hartford, Ct. 
%" 
rebated 

Navy Caliber 50.00 

rear 

Derringer 41 2½ Colt's P. & F.A. S.S. Button right side for lock. o. l r.f . oval , Mfg. Co. Hartford , All metal frame. No. 1 & ::r: flat Ct. U.S.A. No. 1 No. 2 originally mfgd. by :i.. 
National Arms Co. 75.00 <: 

Derringer 41 2½ oval Colt's Pt. F.A. S.S. and Bought by Colt. Mfgd. 
t, 

No. 2 r.f. flat Mfg. Co. No . 2 t:t, 
1870 to 1890 50. 00 0 

Derringer 41 2½ Colt 's S.S. Mfgd. 1875 to 1912- ~ No. 3 r.f. round 
snap latch 
Type 1-Hammer spur 0 
erect 50 . 00 "l:, 

Type 2-Hammer spur ~ c urled 50 .00 0 
T y pe 3 

r< 
La rger Butt 50 .00 ~ 

Old 22 2½ ''Colt's Pat. F.A. 7s Unmarked cyl. No bbl. strap; shea th Line r.f. Mfg. Co., Hartford C) 
tri~ er 25 . 00 

~ 22 S.J\. Corm., U.S.A . T :!'.e e 1-Side rod ejector 50 . 00 c.., 
187() T ype 2-Without sMe rod 

eiector 2 5 . 00 

T2:e!:: .l-3" bbl . no r(<"C"tor 2S.00 
Tyr,r4 1,.;t,h/_nr, rjl:"rrnr :z_o; 00 

MODllL CAL. BoL. BnL. MARK'ING CVL. CVL. MAHKING Mtsc. & VAR1AT10HS P,ucu. 

House 41 3rd Colt's House Pis tol, 4s Cyl. is shape of l-las ejector rod 45.00 

Pistol r.f. Hartford, Ct. U.S.A. Cloverleaf Tlee 2-1½" oct. bbl. 40.00 

Cloverleaf Type 3-1½ rd. bbl. Brass 
"Jim Fisk" frame. Bbl. m. "Colt" and 
1871 frame m. "Pat. Sept. 18, 

1871 50.00 

Type 4---2½" rd. bbl.-5s-no ~ ejector. Rd. cyl. Bbl. m. 

~ "Patent Sept. 19, 1871, 
Colt's House Pistol. b:s Hartford, Ct., U.S.A. 35.00 C) 

Known as "Jim Fisk" because 
C) 

Jim Fisk of Erie R.R. mur-
~ 

dered b this wea on. C) 

Army 44 7½ Address Co. Saml 6s Naval Battle Right side-rod ejector; "ti 

1871 r.f. Colt, New York, 1.563" long no groove in breech por-
C"':\ (1860 U.S. America Colt's Patent tion, Brass back strap; C) 

ArmJ plus serial not cut for shoulder stock; t°'" 
type no 3½ ounces lighter than "-l 

1860 army; Transition type; 
about 5000 mfgd. rare $200. 00 Q 

c:: 
<: 
~ 
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MODEL CAL. BBL. BBL. MARKING CYL. CYL. MARKING Mrsc. & VARIATIONS PRICE \0 
0 

um 45 d 7½ Colt's' Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6s Half fluted Frame marked "Pat. Sept. 
Peacemaker rd. Co. Hartford, Ct. 18, 1871, July 2, 1872, S.A.. A.rmy U.S.A. Jan. 19, 1875, U.S." mfgd. 

for 68 yrs. and 360,000 
produced. Ejector. 7½ bbl. 
calvary; 5½-Artillery; 
4 ¾ Civilian, 3 & 4" 
Seecial 40.00 

~ 1875-Cal. 44 r.£. Henry. 

Hammer strikes top and not ~ 
center of cartridge. 1900 t:t; 
mfg_d. 40.00 0 

1878. Frontier Six Shooter ~ 
Cal: 44-40c.f. Winchester 50. 00 
~-Cal. 41 c.f., 1886- ~ 
38 & 38-40; 1887-32 & 32-20; 

1888-22; after~ designed 8 
for smokeless r-. 

New Line 40 . 00 ~ 41 2½ Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 5s S.A. r.f. rd. Co. Hartford, Ct. Half fluted Frame m. "41 Cal." plus c;) 
Pocket & serial no. 25.00 ~ c.f. U.S.A., Colt New 

"PET" Model-Cai. 38 c.f . .41." c.., 
or r.f. 30. 00 

"LADIES" model-Cal. 32 
c.f. or r.f. 25. 00 

"PONY" Model-Ca/. 30 r.£. 
with 2¼" bbl . or 1¾" 
bbl. 25.00 
"LI TTLE" MODET~Cal 22 
r.f. 2¼" bbl . 2S.00 

.MODEL CAL . BeL. BoL. MARKING CYL. CVL. MAR.KJ:NG Misc. & VARJ.A:TI.ONS PR..1.C& 

New Line 38 2½ Colt's Pat. F.A. Mfg. 5s Half fluted Side-rod ejector and 
Po/ice r.f. to Co., Hartfo.rd, Ct. loading gate. Rubber 
&Thug 6" U.S.A. (New Police grip with embossed repre-
S.A. rd. .38)" sentation policeman cap-

50.00 turing thug 

Short-barrel Model-
Cal. 38 c.£. or r.f.; 
41c.f. or r.f.-bbl. 2¼ & 

~ 2½"-no ejector grips A. with police representa• 
45.00 <: tion I::, 

Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6s % fluted Loading gate but without 
ti:, 

Lightning 38 2½ C) 
D.A. c.f. 3½ Co., Hartford, Ct. ejector 30. 00 C) 

New 4½ U.S.A. Colt D.A. 38. 41 c.f. Model-various ~ 
Model 6 bbl. lengths 30.00 

C) 
rd. Side-rod ejector model ~ 

38 c.f. 45.00 

7½ Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6s % fluted Lanyard ring in butt; 
(') 

Army 45 C) 
D.A. c.f. rd. Co. Hartford, Conn. side-rod ejector 35.00 t°"' 

U.S.A. 45 Colt Philipine Model-large 
"'i Frontier 

trigger-6" bbl. 35.00 <:) 
Variations: 3½, 4" bbl. c::: 
no ejector. 4¾, 5½, 7½ <: 
with ejector. Cal. 38-40, vi 

44-40, 38 w.c.f., 44 w.c.f., 
44 s. & \V. 35.00 

New 38 6 Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6s fluted Side swing cyl.-3 & 
Navy s. & Co. Hartford, Ct. 4½ bbls. also 1892 to 
D.A. 1. U.S.A. 1908 35.00 

1892 Model Cal. 41 s. & 1. 
Cal. 38 s. & 1.-two notches 

~ for locking bolts 35 .00 
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Mom!.L CAL. BBL. BBL. MARKING CYL. CVL. MARKING l fI~c. & VARIATIONS PRICE IC 
N 

New 38 6 Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6s fluted ide swing Cy!. 1892 35.00 
Anny d. Co. Hartford, Ct. 

1894 Model-Jocking lever D.A. U.S.A. Colt D.A. 38 
to lock cy/. 35. 00 

1896ModeJmarkedongrip 35.00 
1901 Model-has oblong 

lanyard swivel 35. 00 

1903 :\f odel-Sma/ler grip 35. 00 ;;z: 
~ 

1905 MARINE CORP MODEL ~ -Frame of butt marked 
"U.S.M.C." 25.00 tt, 

New 32 2½ Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 0 
Pocket 3½ 6s fluted Blue frame or nickeled· 0 Co. Hartford, Ct. ~ 6 U.S.A. also 32 S. & W. as wen' as 
New 32 2½ 

32 1. & s. Colt 35.00 

~ Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6s fluted 
Police ~. 6 Co. Hartford, Ct. U.S.A. 35.00 

Target Model 6" bbl. () Bisley 45 1½ Colt's Patent F.A. 35.00 0 
Mfg. Co. Hartford, 

7s ½ fluted 1895 to 1912. BISLEY is r--. 
Conn. U.S.A. Bisley English town where inter- ~ 

Model 45 Colt's national target shootings 
G) held. Side-rod ejector. Bbl. 

1 4¼, 5½ Cal. 44--40 w.c.f. 
44 S. & W. Russian, 41 1. 
38-40 w.c.f. 32-20 w.c.f. 100. 00 

TARGET MODEL-Cal. 455 
E/e}'., 44-40 w.c.f. 44 S. & W. 
special, 44 S. & \,Y. Russian, 
41 1.. 38-40 w.c.f. 32-20 
w.c.f.-7 ½ hbl. 75.00 

POCKET lvIODEL-3" bbl. 
n o side rod-cjecr-or- 40 00 

J\,rooBL CAL.. BBL. BBL • .MARX-rNG CVL. CvL. MAR'lC"JNG °M.TSC. & VA.R.'tA.T10~S Pa,cn. 

New 45 4½ Colt:'s Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6s fluted Lanyard sw--ivel. Side swing 
Service S½ Co. H artford, Ct. action. Ejec.toT rod. 44 R. 

7½ U.S.A. 44-40, 38-40 Cal. 30 . 00 

1909 U.S. ARMY MODEL 
30 00 

U S. MARL -E CORPS 
MODEL--smaller grip and 
frame butt marked, ::r: "U.S.~I.C." 30 00 :i:... 
1917 ARi\.1Y-Cal. 45 ~ automatic cartridge 30.00 ti:, 

Officers ' 38 6 Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6s fluted Officers' i\.1odel Target 0 
0 Co. Hartford, Ct. U.S.A. Also used 38 S. & \V., 
~ Cal. 22 l.r. 3- .00 

Po/ice 32 2½ Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6s fluted Also 3 Cal. 0 Positive 4 Co., Hartford , Ct. Police Positi,·e Special .,, 
6 U.S.A. bbl. 4, _,,_ 6" Cal. 32-20 

& 38 Cat. 40.00 (") 

Camp 22 10 Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. S.S. fluted 75 00 0 
l""' Perry Co., Hartford, Ct. ~ 

U.S.A. 

Detective 38 2 Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6 fluted Identical w th Police C) 
Special Co. Hartford, Ct. Positive except for c:: 

U.S.A. bbl. len~h -~S 00 <: 
(,) 

Official 22 6 Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 6 fluted .-\d,1ptrd for high speed 
Po/ice Co .. Hartford, Ct. U.S.A. cartridges 30.00 
Shooting 
Master 

38 6 Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg. 
Co., Hartford, Ct. 

6 fluted JO 00 

U.S.A. 
Bankers' 22 2 Colt's Pt. F.A. Mfg 6 fluted m oo Special Co., Hartford, Ct. 

U.S.A. \0 
w 
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£atalogu¢ llo.107 
IS THE 

LARGEST, MOST COMPLETE 

AND CONTAINS THE LOWEST PRICES 

OF ANY BOOK EVER PUBLISHED BY US OR ANY OTHER HOUSE 

IT O l'OTES T HE LOWEST W HOLESALE PRICES ON 
EVt;RYTHING, and w ill p r e ,·ent yoor store keeper at 
h o 1ne and oth ers from c h argi ng you too mud1. for good !'.". 

ALL COODS ORDERED FROM PREVIOUS CATA­
LOCUES WILL BE FILLED AT PRICES NAMED IN THIS 
OUR CATALOCUE NO. 107 UNTIL OUR CATALOCUE 
NO. 108 IS ISSUED ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

W llEREY E R TII E Rt; H AS BEEN A REDUCTION 
L..._ PRICE W:E " ' ILL G I\'E YOU TIi i~ BENE:t' IT end 
r e fund the bal ance to , ·ou. Jf an advance In price, w ,­
wlll c-h arge you t h e a <h·anc-e. 

P rices are s ubjec t to the fluctu at \'Jn or the :nal"kct 
with o ut n otice to th e pur c- h;;s -:-r ; l:Jllt uulJ \ •·n· .,.,pl .. g oo<.IN, 
su<.· h a~ !Sugar, 1''lon r , lH t> n •. "\. ' O 1 ., a ~l.i.dHo to dccltnc o r 
adva nce in price du rll , , , ,r . ,. 10. O t h e n"ise the r e 
" ' Ill be un . 11 •' u1 · 1 1 du h c·ata lngue No.108 IR IMM n ~d. 

C UA --ARG 4 C ATALOGUE ..... . 
(TH E CO:-.S UJ\lt; It'S G UIDE ) is e o mpl<>telyrevis ed twice 
a y£'a r (In :\l a r e h and S(•pt e 1ul>er) . Pl£'RRO preMen-e thl~ 
book untU l\ l a r c h, J K99, t h e u write n~ f or Catalog-uc- N o , 
108. end o~ing 1 6 cent s t o p a rtly pay p ol'itage . 
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W1tMA.lll TIHIR~ 

,,,,Dt>f It is the Policy of Our House 
to supply the consumer everything on which 
we can save him money, goods that can be 

delivered at your door anywhere In the United 
States lor less than they can be procured lrom your local 

I' 
: . dealer; and although our line covers about every-

, ' \ " -:,_. t hing t he consumer uses, there is scarcPly an article 
, l:"' but what will admit o! a saving al al least 15 per cent., 

and lrom that to 75 per cent., to say nothing o! the fact 
that our goods ar e a s a r ule o! a higher grade t han those carried by the aver­
age r etailer or catalogue house, and we earnestly believe a careful compar­
ison will convince you t hat we can furn ish you mo re a nd better goods for your 
dollar lhan you can obtain lrom any other establishment in the Uniled Stales, 

We are Able by Reason of our Enormous Output of Goods ~ifiia~:i~~;t~f!~ 
tlve manu!actnrers a nd importe rs !or snch lar_g_e_q_u_a_n_t..,.it..,.ies or merchandise 
that we can secure the lowest possible prices. To this we add the smallest per­
centage o! profit possible, a nd t hrough the medinm o! catalogues offer the 
goods to our customers, and on our economic one-small-profit plan, direct lrom 
manufacturer lo consumer, a l arge percentage o! the merchandise we handle is 
owned by t he purchaser at less than local dealers can buy in quantities. 
We EmplOY. no Agents By the aid o! our numerous catalogues onr custom­
--- --- ---• ers can deal with us direct. Thus the !armer, miner 
'll echan;c, busine15 man, in fact, anyone, can send in his or her own order and 

'<e !!lO'.lC'y, 

r. , • Te· ·'S , i; Alike to All A trial order ,will convince YO!! ol lhe saving worked by 
w as ' ' · • our economic one-small -proltl plan. I! yon wlll 
carefully read this catalogue and st:idy our prices, it will be a sale~uard against 
your paying someone. else too much mon ey. The prices we quote in this catalogue 
are the lowest wholesale cash prices which you can take advantage o! whether 
you buy ln la rge or small quantities. 

We Aim to Illustrate Honestly and CorrectlY. Eve ry Article. ~&f:.r f1s11:,0;: 
tratlons are engraved from photographs t aken directly f rom the article. Our 
Illustrations and descriptions are snch as will enable you to order intelli­
gently; 1n !act, so t hat you can tell what you are getting as well as 1! you 
were 1n our store selecting the goods yoursel! from sto,,k. 
Our Employees are Instructed to treat every i;ustomer at a distance exact!Y --- "-';..;;_=c_;,===·· as they would hke to be treated were thf'y m 
the customer's plact-; 1n !act, if you favor us with your patronage we will !eel 
under obligations to do everything In our power to merit your trade, and no 
matter how small your order may be lt will receive the same prompt and 
careful a ttention as U It were ever so large. 
We Aim to Treat Our Customers in a manner calculated to secure their per­-----=~;;._;===-=-:-==.a __ manent patronage. The unprecedented growth 
ot our business proves t hat we have succeeded in supplying the wants o! the 
people in a satisfactory manner and at lower prices than they could possibly 
secure elsewhere. 

We Deem that the Best Advertisement ~~ltgiii~r~a~!1~T! \~ 3/i;;"n~
1
\t!t~safineu~ 

lacturer and consumer closer together. The closer the relation between the manu­
facturer and consumer, t he more economy to all concerned, and in a great 
measure i t does away with the long chain o! profits in the handling of mer­
chandise. 

•:, As th'1s Catalogue may fall into the hands of some ---===-=="-· _ who are not acquainted with 
our reputation for lair and nonorab le dea ling and do 
not know o! our financial standing, would say we 
are authorized and incor porated u nder the la ws 

of the St ate of Illinois, with a cash capital and surplus of 
over $460,000.00 paid in lull. 

We Refer by Special Permission to the Metropolitan National Bank, Chicago, _ _______ German Exchange Bank, New York, to any Ex• 
press Company in Chicago, any old r el!able business house or financial lnstitu-

/0 

lion in t his city, or, if you have any friends residing in this city, write them 
and ask them concerning our house. 

On page 6 we Show a ! ac-simile copr of the letter given us by the Metro­-- -----=-- politan Nationa Bank. Such a letter would not be gi ven 
lo any concern unless t heir r eputation was beyond any question of doubt. 
Should you write !or information to any of the references given, be sure to enclose 
a t wo-cent stamp !or reply. 
We Give You this Privilege I! you have any donbt as to onr reliabilitv you 

• can send your order and money to the l\letro­
politan Nati_onal Bank, or any express company in Chicago, with Instructions 
not to t urn 1t over to us unless they know us to be thoroughly reliable and a con­
cern that will do exactly as we agree. 
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SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO. l~!'!c,), Che~pest Supply House on Earth, Chicago, CATALOGUE No, 107, 365 

DEPARTMENT OF REVOLVERS. 
WE OFFER YOU ALL THE STANO~RD MAKES OF REVOLVERS AT MANUFACTURERS' LOWEST PP.ICES. fa~:~le~g;:i~!1~~ilce0~~~ ao":rg~t~ ~

0 ~~~11~;~i;: 
added, and ownio." the re ,·oh·er for Jess m ooey than any dealer can buy iu quantities. Fo r the season of 1~9~ we ha<"e many special ba rgains to o1fer, as o ur 
eoutracls with the·ditfe rent manufacturer~ havo bt.·en so very largo that w e are able to m ake the very c losest prices, aud a comparison of ou r prices with those 
of any other conce rn wil1 con,ince you there is a sa\""iug of:?J ptr cent to 7.3 per cent. 

Ill ORDERl"'G SJW'LE RE\IQLVERS WE ADVISE SENDl.;G BY l.!AIL This can be done where enough extra is inclosed to cover postage. The postage Is one 
11 •• riU ' n " nl • cent p1er oz .. or fraction therC'of. '\\e will ship revolvers by express C. u. D .. subject t o 

examination, 011 reee ipt of ~I.OU as a gu:;rantee of good faith. You can exam hie the r evolver at the express offke, and if f ound perfectly satisfactory and ex­
actly as r opres(•nted, pay the expre~s ageut the ba1ance and express charges, and the re,-olver is yours. ,re advise sending caslJ in full, and adding enough to 
(:over postage. insurance o r r egistry fee. and have the revolver sent by n1ail. 

Double Action Revolvers . TheCenuine Harrington & Richard· 

~o. 34385 32 
or 38-calilt<'r. 
center fire, 2½ 4 in<'h 
barrel, weight~ JG oz. 

Our prtce .... "-l.37 
~o. 3-1381 ~01·3~­

caliber. center fire. 
-1½-inch bal:'r cl, 
weigbt, 16 oz. Uur price ........... 81. 70 

Xo. 31388 31 or3,-,·:iliber, ecnterfire, 
6-inc-h Uarrelt Wt·i~ht, 17 oz. 

Onr p,·ice ......................... 81.90 
These rel"oh·Pr s a re strk·tly tirst-c-la~s in E>'t'ery 

resp<'ct. Tlloq ualit v o f m,u,•rial and workmanship 
is the best .. \II 1ia:n~ ri ,lell barrels and are goocl 
shooters; a ll 5--.hot. Tuc . .;e arr• not toy~. but gooll 
guos . .Xo one c:1.n mPt·t onr }Jriet-s on the~e ,rood:-.. 

RememlK•r, .:1.00 must ae(•nmpany all rev-oh·( r 
orders to be sent L'. U. D.. halan~e to be paid at ex­
pre::,s office. 

For 20c <'Xtra we will sc•wl b,· open mail. postp:,icl. 
Fo1· 2Sc extra we will sen<I by l'C"'istered mall 

po~tpaid. ~ ' 
~o. ~ .1390 Rubhcr handle. 7-shot, 22 4 l"aliber. 

long _oi· shor t, :-itn fin~. f~tll nil'l~l·l plated, weijtLt.; 
oz., niled be:rrel. Onr pl'll'l'... . . ...... .. . . :st.37 

Postage, extra. I; !'<'uts. 

Our $!.40 Revolver. 
EACTION 

ATIC 
LIC E 

I D 

'Xo. 3439'? Forehan:I & ,va<l•worth Xew Double 
Action, Self Cockin,:- 1:e\'oher, full nkkel plated. 
ruhber stock, rifl e d lnrr<'I, safe and rc-liahle, accu­
rat€, rebonudin<:: locks, parb are intl'rchangeal>Je. 
32-caliber, 2i ; -loc h oetagun barrel. " 'eight. \:! 

ouoces. Our ~l~~f~r:·e: e·\:ti.-a·: j ~j -~;~{t~: ....... . :SJ ,-lO 

Xo. 3-1393 38-calibert 2 ½ -inch octagon barrel. 
5-shot; weight. about 15 onnces. Our price .... SJ.40 

Postac:-e, extr-d, 17 cents. 

Our $1.45 Revolver. 

~o. 34395 Fore­
hand & Wads­
'"orthSafetyham­
mer,double action 

Re\'oher, full n i c k e 1 
plated. rub l:ler stock, 
rifled h:i rre l, rcl!oondinl!" 
lock, safe, relial,Je ana 

accurate, 32-caliber, 2½-inrh octagoo 
barrel, G-shot, weight, 12"'··ounces. 

Ou~· price ................. _ ..... _._. S 1.4.; 
Xo. 34396 38-c-aJih er,2½-inch octagon b~r-

rel, 5-shot, weii:ht-, n oun("es. Our price ....... J .45 
Post.age, e xtr-.1., la c-ent-.~ 

These goods are .r;rnuine, and neu·· from tbc 
factory. Dew'l.Te of i1nit,1tion~ aud sho p-worn 
i:-oods, wbicb arc s0ld for new goods by some firms. 
\Ye handle nothing t,ut fil-st-class goods. 

Forehand Pc:-fectlon Automatic, small frame, 
rebounding loci,, positi'l'"e stop on cylinder, and ham­
mer hloCkcd. s'.lmo as in other Forehand Automatics. 
Accidental discbari?e impossible. 

:No. 34397 32-caliber,a-iu. nickeledorblued.82.90 

son Automatic Revolvers. 

Our $2.75 Automatic. 
.'io. 3-1398 This revol..-er would r e tail in any first­

class !?Un store at fr0m .•.,to.•,;. It is t Lie celc•brate<l 
n ,irrin~ton &: Rit.-har~lson .. lm1,roved auto1nati<", 
S;.·lf-l•xtr:.1t.:ting-, doub t action. ~t.,.lf cocking- t·evoh·e r, 
modl'lc·d on tlle !-mitt, .'c '\\essno patlern, bt'alltifully 
llll:kd J>hted, robber stock, as acenrate :.n•l dnrahle 
as any re\'olver on the market. aorl e<111al to the 
~u1i~h & ""c:>tson in shootin!?. \\"eight, 1-:t; ounces. 
3~-in.c-h barrel, 6-shot, 32-c-alibec, ceutet- tire. 

~~~ iI!ii9 · · s·--~h"c;t; ·3s:~~lib~·r: cl~~-t·rai · t1re~
26~1r; 

price ....... ........... ...................•...... $2. 7,i-; 
~ Po~tage, extra, 22 t'ent~. 

~o. 3-1-100 32 or 38-caliber, ii-inch barrel. Our 
price..... . ............... ..... .. ........ ....... $3.30 

Bt'wace of imitations. 

Our $2,90 Forehand Automatic. 

No. 3-1406 Tho Celebrat ed Forehand & \Vads­
worth Antomatic R evol\'er for :!!'2.90; a revoh·er 
tlJat retails at from $5.00 t o $6.00. The very 
latest impro\'ed model, automatic shell extractor, 
reb0onding loeks. double ac tion,· ,elf cocking, 
simple all<l ar<·urate, Interchangeable p a rts made 
from d rop stel'I forgings. The frame is cast steel. no 
malleable irou about it: nickel plated t11roni;hout; 
fancy robber stock, every r e.-olve r is fully war­
r antl'd, leugtb of barre l, 3¼ inches, wt-ight, l 7 
ouncei;.. entir~ length, 7¾ inc lies. T ~e fa c t that we 
sold over 13,(l()()of these re,·ol\·ersdurlni,; the last yea I' 
is e,·idencaof the general satisfaction they give. 32-
C""aliber, ~mith & \Vesson center-tire cartrid~es. 
6-shot. Our price.............................. 8~.90 

Xo. 34407 38-calil><'r, Smith & '\\esson ceat~r 
fire enrtrith;es, 5-shot. Our pril'e ............ _ .. 82.VO 

Xo, 3440<1 Either 32 or 38-caliber, with 5-iu, h 
harr,~1. Our price ........... .................... S3.60 

We ,-an furn ish these r e ,-olvers in blued finish 
when,., d<'sin•d at 50c ex tra. 

rcstage, <":t:tra, 25c; 0-inc-h barrels. ::;,!;c. 

Th,e Ivor Johnso~ Bicycle Revolver. 

~~~ .... 'l~k-
-- ~b-,\ .. ~. 

r~~ /jl ~e ~ QJ -'<!@,;"> ,r✓ ,;,.J'i 
~A . :.?}: . ...-

Made on the same prlaciple as th<' r egular aoto­
l"latic, hnt has a short barrel-2 inches in length. 
Fxpressly designed for cyclists. C'an be easily 
slipped into tlJc -pocket. nOd is a sur-e protection 
cl'!':tinst '\"'"icinus dogs and hi ghwaymen. Absolutely 
safe. Xo explosion till trigger is pulled. 32-
c-aliber only. Center-fire, 5-sbot. 

Xo. 34409 Price .. -s· ........ . ... ............. $2.93 
Postag<', extra, 16 cents, 

The Celebrated H. & R. Automatic 
Police Revolver for $3.35. 

Xothiog like it ever retailed for less 
than S5.00. 

The above illnstration, engraved 
from a photograph, will give you some 
idea of the appearance of this !?UU. It is tbe celehra• 
t .. ·d J l arringto u pclict", automatic, safc-ty bamruer 
double acti(m. self cockin~. antun1atic sht·ll extrac! 
tor, faucy rnhltc-r stock. full nickel plated. cen t e r 
fire, a'.! or 3..;, .. caliber. l'ostage, extra, 24 cents. 

:\"o. 3-1410 32-ca lihe r , U•shot, 3¼-inch barrel. 
18 oz . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . ....................... ~3.35 

.'io, 34411 38-calib8r, 5-shot, 3~,i-ioch barrel. 
:!:!oz ............................................... $3.36 

Extra for pE>arl i,.,tocks in t>lace of rubber, Sl,i6. 
Our $3.90 Forehand Hammerless. 

W e ofiE>r you at 
$3.90 a hamlllP!"l t'SS 
re,·ol\'er which has nen~•r 
hec-n retaiJetl at l<"ss than 
Sll.00 tu :SI 0,00. Xoother 
house will mee t ou r price. 

;~au~~l'f f.co~P.t!'i1~u t1!~ :1..e1~\~lial~t~ 
'Forehand & l\"adsworth n e w l'-t"°le 
h_a mmerless re,·ol..-er, made t,y Fore hand Arms Co. 
:-;o ltetter re,oh·er made. .Automatic st,ell extrac-­
lor, double action, self cocking, rel,oonding lock 
absolutely safe eatcb to lock hammer, made of best 
material, boautjfu lly finishc•d throughout. accurate 
and r eliable. :-. o revoln•r made will shoot better 
All c~n~er-fire .. nicl'ly nickel plated throog-bou1: 
uses ::.-mtlb & \\ e~s~n center-fire cartridges, 3'2 4 call­
ber,6-shot: 38-cahl>er, 5-~hut. Beware of imita­
tions. Our revolvers are genuine. 

Xo. 344 l 3 32-calih<'r, our price ............ $3,90 
Xo. 3-1-114 3S-caliber, our price............ 3,90 
\\'e c3n furnl•h the re,·oher with 5-inch barrcl 

when so tlesJretl at ............................. $4.60 
• J'o~lage, extrat 25 cents. 
The Cenuine Hopk:ns & Allen Automatlo 

Hammerless Dou:,1e-Action Revolver 
for $3.70. 

Consider our price, our li bera l terms, and onr 
C. 0. D. offer. and the fact that this r e.-olver will be 
sent by m~il on receipt of ::x extra to pay rostage. 
nod yo'! will theu ha,·~ the atlrnntages to be gained 
t,y placmg your order rn our hands. 

tif" 
'Xo. 3-1-11 !l 

Xo.3-1-119 The abo\'e illustrated re..-o]Y<'r is the 
genuine Jiopkins &- Allen automatic han1wE>rless 
double a,·tioo: high g-rade fini:--h. fine adjustments. 
Its tri:,!'g'-'r iacking de,·ke makes it ou..- of the safest 
1·e,·olve1·s to carry in tlle pockl't. Autumati<' sE>lf­
ejector. rebOunding lo,·k. safety tt·i~~er lorkin~ de­
vice, ehambered cylinder. riflc·cl \Jarrel. uiel,o l 
plated, 3~-caliber. i'mith & Wesson small frame. 5-
shot. weight 11 oz .. J,,n_gtb of hririe l 3 inc-hes, a revol­
n·r that retails at fromE,.00 tu:10.t~l. 
Um; special price ............................. $3.~0 

Po~tage. extra, 2'! c-e:nts. 
Xo. 34420 38-caliber, Smith & \\'esson smnl! 

frame,_wclght JS oz., length of \Jarrel 3% inchet ~ 
Our,1)r1ee ....................................... _.._ 3, .s O 

\Ye furnish either of the above l'e,·ol .-ers when so 
desired in blued finis h at the same price. Pearl 
handles, $2.00 ext r a. Pus ta."e. extra, 22 cents. 

Beu·are of imitations. There are n1any cheap 
re\'oh·e r~ ou the u :acket. ~, .... e keep only the genu­
ine. Guaranteed to bo esactl.r as represented. 
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