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REPORT.

- ——

Louisiana Srare Mivnivia,
December 31, 1870.

His Evcellency H. C. Warmoth, Governor of Louisiana :

I have the honor to submit the report of our progress in organ-~
izing and arming a part of the Militia authorized by the act approved |
April 5, 1870. o

The records and papers properly pertaining to this office had
been lost or misplaced prior to my assuming the duties of Adjutant

" Greneral, so that we were without information or precedent as to the
most feasible plan, and best form, of organization for this peculiar
service. ;

The act providing for Militia organizations, and for the enroll-
ment of persons subject to military service under its provisions,
seems to contemplate organizations under a system of conseription
or draft, or at least to indicate a preference for such system, and
required collectors and assessors of taxes to return to your Excel-
lency, at the end of thirty days after its passage, correct rolls of all
persons subject to military service. It became evident early in the -
summer that these returns would not be made in time to organize
any considerable force within the year. This circumstance, con-
nected with the fact that this plan of procedure in organizing our*
forces would require a large number of staff officers to visit different
parts of the State, and their protection in some instances by armed
forces, (incurring expenses that would consume our limited appro-
priation,) induced us to give preference to the volunteer system
authorized by the law, and to adopt it as a substitute for that of con-
scription. Another reason leading to the same preference was the
seeming importance of having some military force in hand for the
preservation of quiet and order during the exciting time of our ™
approaching fall elections.

Fortunately for the service a large number of patriotic citizens
organized themselves into companies and regiments and offered
their services; were accepted and duly mustered into service.

Many of the officers and soldiers being of the class of citizens
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supposed to be in opposition to the National and State auth.olrities,
by their voluntary action in placing themselves in the position of
protectors and supporters of the law, gave greater moral tone and
effect to our organization than could have been secured by other
means—paralyzing at once the energies of such as may have been
disposed to conspire against the honor and prosperity of the State.

ORGANIZATION OF CITY TROOPS.

The First, Second and Third regiments of Infantry; regiment
of Field Artillery; a squadron of Cavalry; two independent compa-
nies of Infantry, attached to the First regiment; two companies of
Infantry, as part of the Fifth regiment, and one independent com-
pany of Infantry, City Guards, nnattached.

The First regiment of Infantry and regiment of Field Artillery are
the only complete regimental organizations; the Second and Third
lacking one company each, and the Fifth, eight, to complete the
regiment.

In the interior, the Fourth regiment has been accepted for service
with six companies: two companies in. East Baton Rouge, two in
Thibodeaus, and two in Plaquemine parishes. i

In June last a verbal understanding was made with the War
Department that the Ordnance Bureau should have two thousand
muskets deposited at Baton Rouge Arsenal, to be subject to special
requisition of your Excellency in case that you should have especial
need of them. Xarly in November representations were made by

‘ some of the citizens of Baton Rouge that they were apprehensive

b of serious trouble at that place unless a portion of the Militia could

be armed and in condition to enforce order. A special requisition

. was made therefor upon the ordnance officer at that arsenal for

. sixty muskets (the number asked for) and ammunition. The
requisition was not filled according to our understanding, owing, I
suppose, to some failure to transmit instructions from the depart-
ment in due form.

Two companies of Cavalry and two of Infantry have been mus-
tered into service at and near Monroe. 2

, ARMS.

The Infantry and Artillery troops in the city have been armed
with the Winchester and Enfield rifles. The former, a magazine
gun of the first class; the latter the ordinary mnzzle loading Enfield,
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Two Companies of Infantry, Ouachila pansh, are armed with
Enfields.

About one half of our force is composed of officers and soldiers |
who were in the military service of the Southern States during the
late civil conflict. As they could not take the test oath, the oath
prescribed by act of Congress, approved July 11, 1868, for persons
who were engaged on the side of the South during the war, was \
administered upon receiving them intc service.

It may not be amiss to remark that the custom of receiving indi-

- viduals and organizations from all elasses of able-bodied men into
military service, is almost universal, and that a compact between
the government and the individual, where the life of the individual
may be involved, is deemed of such high and sacred order as to
entitle the parties voluntarily giving their service to the same
benefits and advantages as the most privileged class of citizens.

T would respectfully suggest a partial revision of the act approved
April 5, 1870, providing for a uniformed and armed Militia; par-

- ticularly.the portion of that act providing for the payment of troops
when called into active service. The law requires that the pay rolls,
of the companies, after being duly ecertified, should be submitted to
the Finance Committee for examination and approval. We have |
no Finance Committee at this time, so that the troops cannot |
receive their pay until the meeting of the Legislature and the
organization of such committee. Meanwhile many of the men find it
necessary to change their locality, and are thus subjected to great

"inconvenience, loss of time and some expense in collecting the
amounts due them. Tt is the custom in every service to pay troops
upon the rolls certified by company and regimental commanders.
If the State troops can be paid upon the day that their service is
rendered, much inconvenience and some expense will be saved to
individuals and to the State, and such arrangement would mduce
prompt and more efficient service.

I respectfully submit returns of enrollment from the parishes so
far as heard from. The returns from the parishes of Bienville,
West Baton Rouge, Grant, Jefferson, St. Mary, and part of Orleans,
are not yet received. ‘

I also enclose a return of the organized Militia force of this State.

I am, with great respect,
Your most obd’t servant,
JAMES LONGSTRERT, V
Adjutant General,

—
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STATE OF LOUISIANA,
ApJuTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
New Orleans, July 19, 1870.

GENERAL ORDERS }\
No. 16.

I Arms and equipments that may be issued by the State, will
be duly invoiced to commanding officers of companies, who will
receipt for the same, and become responsible for the preservation
and good order unfil they are properly relieved of such responsi-
bility by order of the Governor or other proper authority.

II. Arm-racks will be constructed in the different armories with
numbers and the name of the soldier for each separate rack, where
the arms will be kept when not in service.

IIT. "A detail of one non-commissioned officer and one soldier
for each armory of more than six companies, and one non-commis-
sioned officer for other armories, will be made by commanders of
regiments and battalions.

IV. The arms shall not be taken to pieces except by armorers,
or under their supervision, and they shall make written reports to
commanders of regiments or battalions, of soldiers who fail to keep
their arms in good order.

V. Under no circumstances will the Winchester Rifle be taken
to pieces, or any part of it removed from its proper place, unless
authorized by the Division Commander, nor shall the troops parade
or drill upon the streets or public highways under arms, without
his authority.

By order of the Commander in Chief :
JAMES LONGSTREET,
Adyutant General.

STATE OF LOUISTANA,
ADJUTANT (RENERAL'S OFFICE,
New Orleans, July 20, 1870.
GENERAL ORDERS

; No. 17. }

The following is prescribed as the form of oath to be adminis-
tered to the State Militia, under the authority vested in the Com-
mander in Chief by section twenty of an act entitled ““An Aect to
Organize, Arm and Equip a Uniformed DMilitia,” etc., approved
April 5, 1870:

Ypu, each and all of you, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you

accept the civil and political equality of all men, and agree not to
attempt to deprive any person or persons on account of race, color
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