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1 DECLARATION OF RICHARD MINNICH
2 1. I, Richard Minnich, am an officer and the Treasurer of Plaintiff
3 | California Rifle & Pistol Association, Incorporated (CRPA). | make this declaration
4 | of my own personal knowledge and, if called as a witness, I could and would testify
5 | competently to the truth of the matters set forth herein.
6 2. CRPA is a non-profit membership organization incorporated under the
7 | laws of the state of California, with headquarters in Fullerton, California CRPA is
8 | incorporated in the state of California and headquartered in Fullerton, California.
9 3. Founded in 1875, CRPA seeks to defend the Second Amendment and
10 | advance laws that protect the rights of individual citizens. CRPA works to preserve
11 | the constitutional and statutory rights of gun ownership, including the right to self-
12 | defense, the right to hunt, and the right to keep and bear arms. CRPA is also
13 | dedicated to promoting the shooting sports, providing education, training, and
14 | organized competition for adult and junior shooters. CRPA’s members include law
15 | enforcement officers, prosecutors, professionals, firearm experts, parents, youth,
16 | and grandparents, and other members of the public.
17 4, Through this lawsuit, CRPA represents not only its own interests as an
18 | organization formed for the express purpose of promoting and advocating for the
19 | lawful purchase, possession, and use of firearms and related products to disseminate
20 | information to like-minded individuals, but also the interests of its members,
21 | including youth under the age of 18 and their parents and firearms trainers, who
22 | support and promote the right to keep and bear arms for lawful purposes.
23 5. CRPA is the state association for the National Rifle Association and as
24 | the state affiliate, one of the main charges is to conduct state-wide competitive
25 | shooting matches and name state champions in all disciplines of shooting sports.
26 6. CRPA is also known for its reporting of current and political events in
27 | the state as they relate to Second Amendment issues, providing sound information
28 | and content to members, their top-notch training courses for new and experienced
2
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1 || shooters, and hosting and sponsoring shooting events across the state for all ages.
2 7. CRPA supports and sponsors junior teams who shoot and qualify for
3 | national competition by providing for travel costs, shooting jerseys, ammunition,
4 | and entry fees. CRPA would continue to sponsor and support youth shooting teams
5 | but for the passage of AB 2571, which prohibits CRPA from advertising,
6 | marketing, or arranging for the placement of any communication concerning
7 | firearms and related products that promote the use of such products—
8 | communications that are necessary to the sponsorship and support of junior
9 | shooting teams.
10 8. CRPA operates a stellar training division where people of all ages are
11 | able to train in firearm safety and handling. We offer training courses in pistol, rifle,
12 | shotgun, protection of the home, and the state Hunter’s Education course. Since the
13 | passage of AB2571, no one under the age of 18 may participate in these courses
14 | because they necessarily involve speech concerning firearms and related products,
15 | including recommendations about specific products and discussions and instruction
16 | promoting the possession and use of firearms. We have canceled at least one
17 | hunter’s education course because most of the registered participants were under 18
18 | years of age. Youth with a dream of hunting with their parents or grandparents may
19 | not be able to realize this dream because providers of hunter’s education courses
20 | and basic firearm courses like CRPA are unable to provide the training lest they
21 | violate AB 2571 and risk hefty fines. But for the passage of AB 2571, CRPA would
22 | continue offering firearm safety, handling, and hunting courses to those under the
23 | age of 18 years.
24 9. CRPA produces and distributes The Firing Line, an award-winning
25 | magazine for all its paid members and members of the general public. This
26 | magazine includes informative articles, political speech, advertising for products
27 | and services for gun owners, and celebrates the shooting sports. On a regular basis,
28 | alarge portion of the magazine is devoted to the celebration of youth shooting
3
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1 | teams and competitive shooting. A true and correct copy of California Firing Line
2 | (July/August 2022) is attached hereto as Exhibit 22.
3 10.  California Firing Line magazine also includes traditional
4 | advertisements for firearms and related products. To be clear, CRPA’s traditional
5 | advertising of such products is not designed or intended to encourage minors to
6 | unlawfully buy firearms themselves. Rather, they are intended for an audience of
7 | firearms-savvy minors who may want to ask their parents to lawfully purchase
8 | firearms and related products for the minor’s lawful use.
9 11. Produced six times per year, the production schedule of California
10 | Firing Line magazines is such that it is usually already in production and to the
11 | printer one-to-two months before it is mailed out to members. When AB 2571
12 | passed and took effect immediately as an “urgency” statute, CRPA’s July/August
13 | edition was already being sent out to the audience of regular readers. There is no
14 | way to stop the distribution, and this places CRPA at great risk of being in violation
15 | of AB2571. The inability to stop the distribution of a publication that was lawful on
16 | June 30, but not on July 1, has potentially grave consequences for a group like
17 | CRPA who did nothing wrong. Future magazines will have to be greatly modified
18 | at great cost to CRPA and to the readership. But for the enactment and enforcement
19 | of AB 2571, CRPA would continue to produce California Firing Line magazine
20 | and celebrate all facets of the gun culture, including youth in the shooting sports.
21 12. CRPA also regularly plans, advertises, markets, promotes, sponsors,
22 | hosts, facilitates and/or participates in recreational events and shooting
23 | competitions specifically for youth or where youth are extremely likely to be in
24 | attendance and where youth lawfully use, handle, observe, or otherwise possess
25 | firearms, ammunition, and/or firearm parts. The programs regularly involve
26 | signage, flyers, discussions, branded merchandise and giveaways, and other
27 | communications depicting minors enjoying or otherwise encouraging minors to
28 | possess and use lawful firearms for lawful purposes, including hunting, recreational
4
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1 | and competitive shooting, and firearm safety programs. We also widely distribute
2 | printed and electronic communications promoting these events and programs.
3 | These communications regularly include images and/or depictions of minors
4 | handling or “using firearm-related products.” An example of one such
5 | communication, an advertisement of the Youth Enhancement Program’s Youth
6 | Expo (which was cancelled in light of the passage of AB 2571) is attached hereto as
7 | Exhibit 23.
8 13.  Just this last week, for example, CRPA sponsored a Youth Outdoor
9 | Adventure Day at Raahauge’s Shooting Range. This is an annual event where
10 | thousands of kids attend and have the opportunity to kayak, fish, shoot archery,
11 | throw axes, climb rock walls, watch cowboy action shooting, participate in clay
12 | shooting, target shooting, and more. CRPA also hands out information on becoming
13 | ayouth member of the organization and the Constitution. These types of events are
14 | essential to teaching Kids about gun safety and responsibility under the watchful eye
15 | of trained safety officers. For many kids, this is the first experience they have with
16 | firearms.
17 14.  We also use CRPA-branded merchandise and giveaways (or “swag”),
18 | including but not limited to hats, t-shirts, stuffed animals, coloring and activity
19 | books, stickers, pins, and buttons, to promote the organization and solicit
20 | memberships and/or financial support, as well as to spread pro-gun messages and
21 | slogans. A true and correct copy of the CRPA website landing page for the CRPA
22 | Online Store is attached hereto as Exhibit 24. A true and correct copy of the CRPA
23 | website landing page for the CRPA Online Store, Patches, is attached hereto as
24 | Exhibit 25. A true and correct copy of the CRPA website landing page for the
25 | CRPA Online Store, Apparel, is attached hereto as Exhibit 26. A true and correct
26 | copy of the CRPA website landing page for the CRPA Online Store, Miscellaneous,
27 | is attached hereto as Exhibit 27.
28 15.  CRPA has a junior membership for youth under the age of 21 can join
5
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1 | CRPA and receive information on their constitutional rights as gun owners in
2 | California. We have approximately 25 kids currently under this junior membership.
3 | Plans have been underway to develop content and information that youth would
4 | engage with more than standard member offerings. Plans to roll out the new CRPA
5 | Student Membership have been underway for several months with the roll out
6 | planned for September 2022. Time and resources have already gone into preparing
7 | materials for this membership. Students who are part of youth shooting teams have
8 | already signed on as ambassadors to help bring the content to their classmates and
9 | friends. If AB 2571 is allowed to stand, this would end the student membership,
10 | development of that content by youth for youth, and silence their voice. But for AB
11 | 2571 being signed into law, CRPA would continue with the promotion of the
12 | student membership and roll out this fall.
13
14 | declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
15 | Executed within the United States on July 22.
: DA
17
18 iC a?H‘Minni'ch \L
19 Declarant
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
6
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

WHEN IT COMES TO GUN CONTROL,
CALIFORNIA IS THE BEST AT
PASSING UNCONSTITUTIONAL
LAWS THAT DO NOTHING

BY CHUCK MICHEL
CRPA PRESIDENT & GENERAL COUNSEL

fter the horrific

events of the past

couple of weeks
where deranged and evil
people sought to do evil
against the innocent,
California Governor Gavin
Newsom is taking advantage
of tragedy to advance his

anti-gun-owner agenda. He
at it again, falsely promising that
more laws that criminals ignore are

going to stop evil and make us safer.

Newsom refuses to deal with crime
run rampant and mental health
issues that are more prevalent after
the past two years of government-
imposed quarantine.

GUNS SAVE LIVES.
GUN CONTROL FAILS.

The Governor claims that more
gun control works, but we know
from the statistics that he is playing
with the numbers. Lies, damn lies,
and false statistics! California has
the most and the strictest gun laws
in the country. Yet last year Califor-
nia was home to 5 of the 27 mass
shootings in the country. In 2019
California saw 2,945 people killed

by gun violence and 1,586 of those
killed were from suicide (gun control
studies like to keep suicide and
violent acts combined, but suicide
should be noted separately for accu-
racy). In looking at these numbers,
in 2019 fewer people died from “gun
violence” than from suicide in the
state. In 2020, firearm deaths were
not even in the top ten leading caus-
es of death in California. Meanwhile,
armed citizens are stopping crimi-
nals with guns across the country.
Governor Newsom claims that in

California the gun violence rates are
lower because of all of the strict gun
laws in the state. He demanded that
legislators send more gun control
legislation to his desk to sign in an
obvious attempt to please his base
and politicize an issue that no one is
actually willing to address.

But an honest look at homicide
data shows that homicides are on
the rise in California not on the
decline. Crimegrade.org reviews dif-
ferent types of crime rates for each
state. California currently has an
“F"” rating meaning that “the rate of
violent crime is higher than the av-
erage U.S. state. California is in the
21st percentile for safety, meaning
79% of states are safer and 21% of
states are more dangerous.”

So, gun control is not working as
well as Governor Newsom claims.

NOW FOR A RECKONING

Our hopes have been fulfilled in
the form of a new opinion from the
Supreme Court of the United States
in New York State Rifle & Pistol Associ-
ation v. Bruen. We get lots of ques-
tions about what this opinion really
does. | mean, we thought that Heller
and McDonald would be the cases to
give the Second Amendment back
its teeth, right? Those cases are over
a decade old and were instrumental
in establishing specific rights and
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Training
Opportunities

I've been a member and contributor
of CRPA for many years. 'm grateful for
the services they provide, impressed
by the successes they've had, and
appreciate their leadership in defending
gun rights in California and elsewhere.
The magazine is great, very informative.
But we're missing some opportunities.

The reason we even need an
advocacy organization is because of a
general public distrust of gun owners,
and fear of the damage they sometimes
inflict on society. No organization can
eliminate psychotics, of course, but gun
owners have a duty of competence
to ourselves and our buddies in the
foxholes with us. Effective use of
firearms is challenging for everyone,
both for the mechanical skills and the
mental controls to make sure we do it
right. Using a firearm is like a surgeon
using a scalpel. It's not something that
comes naturally, and it requires good
training initially and continuing. We have
a large community of firearms trainers,
but their quality varies. We have very
few standards, so competence varies.
We have no way to know who is
competent and who is not.

I'm concerned that CRPA seems
to be starting to compete with the
firearms training industry. The erratic
quality and curriculum in the firearms
training industry might make that
seem necessary, but it is likely to be
counterproductive. It will drive business
away from the many trainers we rely
on for coaching current owners and the
increasing numbers of new gun owners.
We need that industry to perform well.
CRPA does not compete in firearms
manufacturing, or ammo, or holsters,
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MEMBERS'’ VOICES

or any of the other products shooters
need. CRPA does sneak into clothing
and bags and such for marketing
purposes, but not direct competition
with important firearms industries.
Except for training.

Available training is not all good
quality. It's pretty much like any other
education service - we can geta
college degree from a premier school
or a lesser one. The skills acquired
can vary a lot. The curriculum varies
between schools, and the quality of the
instructors varies. CRPA might provide
another beneficial service by helping to
begin developing standards for firearms
skills and training. NRA provides a
number of certifications of firearms
trainers. CRPA should work with them
to develop a standard curriculum and
sequence of training, from novices to
advanced skills, and certification for
instructors qualified to provide it. That
way we can know which instructors are
good, and that their training will provide
necessary skills.

Every gun owner needs to know
there are skills they need to have, and
additional skills they can pursue, and
where to find qualified instruction
to help them accomplish it. A basic
skills certification should provide a
diploma recognized everywhere, just
as a high school diploma does for
academic training. More advanced
skills should also provide standard
diplomas that demonstrate additional
accomplishments. We certainly don't
want new infringements on firearms
rights, but knowing who is capable of
handling them effectively and who is not
is a right everyone else should expect.

—David Watson

Thank you for this analysis of general

firearm training in California. CRPA has

been providing quality training for decades
in California, this is not a new or recent
phenomenon. In fact, our trainers are
some of the best in the state and our
training facility, built in 2016 has hosted
many groups in basic and advanced
firearm training. For years, CRPA used

the NRA curriculum that has been as a
standard across the country. While we
may still use some of these courses, CRPA
has recognized, just like you did, it seems,
that we need standardized curriculum that
is focused on the California gun owner.
Over the past year, CRPA has started to
develop our own curriculum and we are
rolling this out one course at a time as it

is reviewed and prepared by trainers with
decades of experience training in California
with state specific issues. A certificate
program is part of the CRPA vision so

that you and others can have confidence
in the training received, and to create a
standard of excellence. CRPA's goal is to
get as many people trained and confident
in the shooting sports as possible while
providing confidence to gun owners new
and experienced alike. In fact, if trainers
would like to offer CRPA courses as part of
their curriculum, they should contact the
training department at jclark@crpa.org
for more information.

SHARE YOUR
VOICE WITH CRPA

We want CRPA members’ voices to

be heard! If you have something

you would like to bring to the
attention of our California Firing

Line Executive Editor, please email
CFL@chipotlepublishing.com and be
sure to specify that it is for Members'
Voices (Letters to the Editor). We look
forward to hearing from you!

(PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONT.)

making the right to bear arms an
individual right, not a collective
one. But those cases were narrowly
interpreted to those specific issues
and how that right applies to the
states, and the courts in several
circuits like the Ninth Circuit have
taken every opportunity to limit
the Second Amendment with every
chance they get. Those cases were
not the end of the debate, just the
end of the beginning.

NYSRPA v. Bruen clarifies many of
the issues that Heller and McDonald
did not. This new opinion means
that Second Amendment cases
will no longer be viewed under a
lesser level of scrutiny than other
fundamental rights. This is a GAME
CHANGER. Now the government
has a much heavier burden to
prove their infringement is consti-
tutional. | know you have heard a
lot about this case and the eager-
ness with which those on both side
of the debate were watching, but it
really is that big.

The California Attorney General
is already reacting to the NYSRPA
ruling and its effect on concealed
carry and the current “good cause”
requirement in California. CRPA is

launching public records requests
to uncover their schemes, already
watching for shenanigans and
attempts by the sore losers to limit
your rights in creative ways since
they did not get the outcome they
were hoping for out of the Supreme
Court.

CRPA and our legal team are also
preparing numerous additional
lawsuits to file. We have a watch-
dog group of all gun control lobby
groups and the politicians they
support. As a vindictive Newsom
threatens more burdensome gun
control laws that does not work, he
will not get far without a challenge.

Please consider getting on board
with CRPA now. This is the time to
donate, join, up that membership
to one of our enhanced life levels,
and volunteer. We need new gun
owners, current gun owners, and
those who are not gun owners but
believe that constitutional values
apply to all.

Thank you for your continued
support. We have had useless laws
pushed down our throats for too
long. It's time for a 2A Reckoning!

Chuck

STATEMENT
OF CRPA'S
FINANCIAL
PRACTICES

No other pro-2A association is
more scrupulous about avoiding
financial improprieties than CRPA
and its sister, The CRPA Foundation.
Donations and membership dues
are closely monitored, budgeted,
and reinvested into fighting for the
rights of California gun owners. The
CRPA has a Finance Committee
that oversees bookkeeping and
expenses, a fully informed Board

of Directors, and accountants

that scrutinize bookkeeping and
expenses. CRPA also has a conflict
of interest disclosure and review
policy, a vendor fraud prevention
policy, an expenses review and
limitation policy and review process,
and multiple other safeguards in
place to make sure every donation
is spent wisely and frugally. CRPA's
volunteer President, Chuck Michel,
is paid nothing for his many hours
of work because he believes in the
cause and donates all of that time.
Any legal work for the CRPA or CRPA
Foundation is done at significantly
reduced, hourly, non-profit rates.

CHOOSE THE CRPA FOUNDATION AS YOUR
PREFERRED CHARITY ON AMAZONSMILE!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com and log in.
2. Select “CRPA Foundation” as

your charity of choice.

3. Every eligible AmazonSmile purchase
will result in a donation to CRPA Foundation.

HELP CRPA PICK JEFF BEZOS' POCKET!
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HOMICIDE
FALLS

IN PHILADELPHIA AFTER
IT BECOMES MUCH EASIER
TO GET A CARRY PERMIT

BY KONSTADINOS T. MOROS

n the first few months of the pandemic, many people flocked to gun shops based on concerns
that the economic and social upheaval caused by COVID-19 shutdowns would increase
crime. Sadly, those fears ended up being justified, as there has been a well-documented surge in

violent crime across the nation. According to the FBI, homicides in the United States increased by an
astonishing 30% from 2019 to 2020, the largest single-year increase ever." The FBI has yet to release
information for 2021 yet, but we know from data in major cities that while the pace of increase has
fortunately slowed, homicide nevertheless continued its rise in 2021.2
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This surge was most pronounced
in major cities. Los Angeles, for
example, saw 350 people killed in
homicides in 2020, a 36% increase
from 2019.3 In 2021, that grim figure
rose to 397, an additional 13.5%
jump from 2020's already-high total.*
But it's not Los Angeles I'm interest-
ed in with this article, nor is it any of
California’s major cities, all of which
dealt with surges in violent crime in
the last couple of years. Instead, I'd
like to take a look at Philadelphia,
which presents us with an interesting
case study of a city dealing with the
same problems Los Angeles is, but

with a new pro-gun variable thrown
in. To their credit, the Philadelphia
police department keeps superb re-
cords of their crime data and makes
that data public with weekly updates,
making the city ideal for this sort of
examination.

In 2020, as expected given the
national surge, homicide in Phila-
delphia rose 35.5% from its 2019
level.> And similar to other cities like
Los Angeles, the trend continued in
2021, albeit at a slower pace, with
another 11.5% increase in homicide
compared to 2020. But something
else also happened part of the way

LAW & POLITICS

through 2021 in Philadelphia: it be-
came far easier to get a carry permit.
Thanks to a lawsuit suing the city for
its shutdown of its gun permit unit
(ostensibly due to the pandemic)t,
Philadelphia was forced to not only
resume processing permits, but also
to streamline the process of getting
one. The fingerprinting requirement
was removed, and the application
could be completed entirely online.
What resulted was an unprece-
dented rise in the issuance of carry
permits. As Philadelphia Magazine
explains: “From 2017 through 2020,
the number of license-to-carry ap-

1. The Hill, “Homicides up 30 percent in largest increase on record, FBI says”, September 27, 2021.

2. Council for Criminal Justice, “Homicides Continued to Increase in Major U.S. Cities in 2021, but at Slower Pace”, January 26, 2022.

3. Crosstown, “Murders in Los Angeles hit highest level in over a decade”, January 7, 2021.

4. Crosstown, “Los Angeles records 397 murders in 2021", January 10, 2022.

5. All of the data referring to Philadelphia’s crime rates that is referenced in this article is sourced from the Philadelphia police department’s “Crime Maps

& Stats” page, which links to data for several previous years as well as the current 2022 weekly reports.

6. A copy of the complaint can be found at firearmspolicy.org/philadelphia
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plications in Philadelphia held about
steady, ranging between 11,049 and
11,814 applications each year. But
in 2021, 70,789 people applied for
licenses to carry guns.”” And accord-
ing to the same article, over 90% of
those applications were approved.
Perhaps unsurprisingly given
the over six-fold increase in permit
issuance, incidents of armed citizens
defending themselves from crimi-
nals became much more common. A
simple web search will reveal plenty
of local news articles covering recent
defensive uses of firearms in the city.®
This increase is not merely anecdotal.
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According to an ABC-affiliated local
news article, “In just the first three
months of [2022], more people
have been shot in defensive shoot-
ings than in each of the last three
entire years. If defensive shootings
continue at the same rate through
the rest of the year, Philadelphia is on
track to have more than five times as
many of these incidents as last year.”
In short, law-abiding Philadelphians
are fed up with criminals terrorizing
their community, and now that the
city has been forced to make obtain-
ing a carry permit a far more reason-
able process, they are able to protect

(CREDIT)

themselves from those criminals
much more effectively.

But does making carry permits so
much easier to obtain have a dark
side? Antigun advocates certainly
always predict that relaxing carry laws
will lead to “wild west” violence. And
Philadelphia’s antigun mayor has said
that the city must “reinforce broadly
that there are always options beyond
carrying a gun, and that there are
consequences if you nevertheless
choose to carry that gun or—god
forbid—use it."° So if their position is
correct, then 2022, the first complete
year in which the new carry permit

7. Philadelphia Magazine, “License-to-Carry Applications Have Skyrocketed In Philly — Even More Than You'd Think”, March 16, 2022.

8. The Heritage Foundation’s Defensive Gun Use Tracker also list several of these incidents, but not all of them. datavisualizations.heritage.org/fire-

arms/defensive-gun-uses-in-the-us/

9. 6abc, “More victims fighting back against would-be robbers in Philadelphia, data shows”, March 31, 2022.

10. City of Philadelphia, “Mayor Kenney Issues Statement as Philadelphia Reaches 500 Homicides for the Year”, November 24, 2021. www.phila.gov
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process will be in effect, should see
another dramatic rise in homicides.
According to the Philadelphia police
department’s data, that just has not
happened. Last year, by the end of
March 2021, Philadelphia had seen
117 homicides. This year, in the same
time frame, there have been 110. To
be sure, that isn't a dramatic drop, not made the problem worse, as the
representing a roughly 6% decrease. anti-gun side would have guessed it
But at minimum, it's clear that pre- would.
dictions of the expansion of carry However, there is some indication

rights leading to greater bloodshed
have not come to pass. Over 60,000
more residents of the city have carry
permits than did a year ago, and

yet homicide is slightly down. We
can't necessarily credit more citizens
carrying for the homicide rate in the
city finally falling, but it certainly has

FREEDOM

FOREVER

Give the legacy of freedom and help
protect our 2nd Amendment as part of
your planned estate strategy!

Call1(800) 305-2772 or go to crpa.org/
programs/crpa-donor-programs for
more information.
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that the increasing amount of people
getting carry permits in 2021 did slow
down the increase in the homicide
rate. Recall that in 2021 Philadelphia
saw “only” an 11.5% rise in homicide,
after an astronomic 35.5% rise in
2020. But by the middle of 2021, that
year still looked like a repeat of 2020.
Specifically, by the end of June 2021
there had been a 31.1% increase in
homicide over the same time period
in 2020. In other words, the city was
on track to nearly match 2020's pace
of increase in the homicide rate. But
then, the situation improved rapidly.
By the end of September, the homi-
cide rate was only 17.8% worse than
its prior-year pace, and as stated, it
fell further to only an 11.5% increase
by the end of the year.

It could very well be that as more
and more people got carry permits
in 2021 and local news filled up with
anecdotal examples of armed citizens
successfully defending themselves
against violent assault, criminals
began to think twice. While a lot more
data will be needed to confirm wheth-
er that is the case, the early signs
have been encouraging. For those of
us still in may-issue jurisdictions, such
as here in California, hopefully the Su-
preme Court's upcoming decision in
New York State Rifle & Pistol Association
Inc. v. Bruen results in every law-abid-
ing American being able to get a
carry permit as easily as residents of
Philadelphia now can.

Konstadinos Moros prac-

tices general civil litigation

with Michel & Associates. He

received his bachelor’s de-

gree in political science from

the University of California,

San Diego in 2011. In 2014,

he earned his Juris Doctorate from California
Western School of Law and has been practicing
law since 2015. He is an activist and advocate for
maximizing our constitutional and natural rights,
especially the right to keep and bear arms.
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BIG WIN

FOR 2A AT SCOTUS

NOW THE RECKONING BEGINS

n its first major Second

Amendment decision since

2010, on June 23rd the
Supreme Court of the United
States confirmed that the right
to bear arms extends outside
the home, and applies to all
law-abiding Americans, not
just those who convince a local
official that they have a unique

special need to carry a gun.

The Court held 6-3 in New York
State Rifle & Pistol Association v. Bruen,
that a New York state law requir-
ing applicants to prove they have a
special need - like a stalker or a death
threat - for a license to carry violates
the Second and Fourteenth Amend-
ments because it prevents law-abiding
citizens wanting to carry simply to de-
fend themselves or their families from
exercising their right to bear arms.

Justice Clarence Thomas wrote the
majority opinion for the Court, con-
cluding that “the constitutional right
to bear arms in public for self-defense
is not a second-class right” and struck
down New York state’s licensing
regime.

New York's law typically required

applicants for concealed carry permits
to prove they had a special need be-
yond a desire to be armed to defend
themselves and their families. That
highly subjective process deprived
most citizens of a license and led to a
corrupt system where some jurisdic-
tions, like New York City, only issued
permits to the wealthy and well-con-
nected. That recently led to scandal
and prosecutions.

So now so-called “may-issue” per-
mitting procedures like New York’s,
that allow bureaucrats too much
discretion to withhold a license, are
unconstitutional.

California’s similar system, which re-
quires applicants to establish subjec-
tive “good cause” to get a license, has
also been corrupted in practice. In the
last decade, two-thirds of California
counties thanks largely to the Peruta
decision and subsequent lobbying
and education by CRPA staff, have
moved toward “shall-issue” systems,
where self-defense is an accepted
justification (good cause) for a license.
But in those California counties that
have not moved to shall-issue, often
cronies and donors get a license, and
ordinary folks don't. Most recently,
Santa Clara County Sheriff Laurie
Smith was indicted for issuing permits
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only to campaign donors, VIPs, and
personal friends.

There is a CRPA lawsuit already in
the 9th Circuit challenging Los Ange-
les County's requirement that appli-
cants demonstrate a special need to
establish good cause to get a license.
California’s existing system is likely to
be struck down. Soon.

Sacramento politicians are already
scrambling to rewrite the law in antic-
ipation of that decision striking down
California’s good cause requirement.

Forty-three states are currently
shall-issue, and that includes several
that are politically similar to Califor-
nia, such as Oregon, Washington,
Vermont, and others. The Supreme
Court emphasized that such shall-is-
sue listening systems are acceptable,
holding that “nothing in our analysis
should be interpreted to suggest the
unconstitutionality of the 43 states’
‘shall-issue’ licensing regimes, under
a license is required, but ‘a general
desire for self-defense is sufficient to
obtain a [license].”

Over the past decades, as those 43
states moved to shall-issue systems
that accepted self-defense as an ade-
quate justification, politicians repeat-
edly predicted that the shift would
lead to “blood in the streets” and “wild

west-style violence.” California big
government politicians including sore
loser Governor Gavin Newsom were
quick to breathlessly parrot those
talking points in the wake of the New
York ruling. But this isn't an academ-
ic discussion anymore. Increased
violence simply hasn't been the result
in the 43 states, nor in the two-thirds
of California counties where licenses
are much more readily available. In
fact, violent crime typically goes down
in those jurisdictions, as criminals are
deterred from confronting victims
who might shoot back.

Significantly, the Bruen decision also
established a new standard of review
for all Second Amendment cases
going forward. As Justice Thomas ex-
plains for the Court, “[w]lhen the Sec-
ond Amendment's plain text covers an
individual's conduct, the Constitution

presumptively protects that conduct.
The government must then justify its
regulation by demonstrating that it is
consistent with the nation’s historical
tradition of firearm regulation. Only
then may a court conclude that the
individual's conduct falls outside the
Second Amendment's ‘unqualified
command.”

So, from now on, when a law affects
Second Amendment rights, lower
courts can only uphold that law if the
government can establish it is con-
sistent with the history and tradition
of firearm regulations around the
time of the adoption of the Second
Amendment (1791) or the ratification
of the 14th Amendment (1868). But
even then, the majority cautions that,
“when it comes to interpreting the
Constitution, not all history is created
equal... Historical evidence from long
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before either date may not illuminate
the scope of the right...” Analogizing to
history is allowed, within reason. For
example, a background check before
buying a gun is acceptable, because
it is consistent with the historical
tradition of preventing dangerous
people from accessing weapons. But
California’s law that requires pistols to
incorporate microstamping technolo-
gy to stamp shell casings when fired,
imposes a technology that hardly
exists even now, and has no historical
analog, and, therefore, is unlikely to
pass constitutional muster. The micro-
stamping requirement has stopped
most modern pistols from being sold
in the state, so infringement is blatant.
This new test for determining con-
stitutionality is a hard reset for Second
Amendment jurisprudence. CRPA
already has a Second Amendment
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