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Letitia James Wins Democratic Race For NY Attorney
General
By Stewart Bishop

Law360 (September 13, 2018, 11:39 PM EDT) -- Democratic voters in New York state on Thursday
picked New York City public advocate Letitia "Tish" James as their nominee to be the next attorney
general of the Empire State over Fordham Law School professor Zephyr Teachout and U.S. Rep. Sean
Patrick Maloney.

The preferred choice of New York Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo and the state party, James
enjoyed strong support from unions and a broad swath of New York's political class. She will go on to
face Republican bankruptcy attorney Keith H. Wofford, a Ropes & Gray LLP partner who co-manages
the firm's New York office, in the November general election.

In a statement on Twitter following her victory late Thursday, James said, "Tonight, we rewrite the
history of generations of New Yorkers who have been treated differently simply because of their
gender, the color of their skin, the language they speak, the God they pray to, the people they love,
or the zip code they come from."

James, the first African American woman to be elected to citywide office in New York City, made a
name for herself as a public advocate and previously served for 10 years on the city council
representing a Brooklyn district. She also is the former head of the Brooklyn Regional Office of the
New York State Attorney General's office, and began her legal career as a public defender.

During the primary campaign, James, like her rivals, vowed to challenge the policies of President
Donald Trump, as well as champion causes including tenants' rights, women's reproductive health
care access, immigrants' rights and criminal justice reform.

James made waves during the runup to Thursday's vote when she told The New York Times in an
interview that "it's really critically important that I not be known as the 'Sheriff on Wall Street,'" in
reference to former New York Attorney General and Governor Eliot Spitzer's moniker. She later
walked back the remark and has vowed to use New York's powerful Martin Act to pursue investor
abuses.

New York's political machinery in May kicked into high gear when New York Attorney General Eric
Schneiderman resigned unexpectedly in the wake of a report by The New Yorker detailing his alleged
physical abuse of four women.

The Democratic-controlled Legislature had first interviewed candidates to take over until the election,
ultimately choosing Barbara Underwood, the state's former solicitor general.

Polls in New York closed at 9 p.m. EDT, and James maintained an early lead that never evaporated
over Teachout, her nearest rival, as well as Maloney. A fourth candidate, Verizon vice president of
government affairs and former Cuomo administration official Leecia Eve, gained little traction with
voters. The AP called the race for James at 10:30 p.m. on Thursday night.

Teachout enjoyed strong support from progressive politicians such as former presidential candidate
and U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., as well as rising Democratic star Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, a
democratic socialist who in June bested longtime U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley in the primary for his seat
representing parts of Queens and the Bronx. An anti-corruption crusader, Teachout in 2014 took on
Cuomo for the Democratic Party nomination for governor of New York and later ran against
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Republican U.S. Rep. John James Faso Jr. for New York's 19th Congressional District. Both challenges
were unsuccessful.

Cuomo on Thursday easily defeated primary challenger and former "Sex and the City" actor Cynthia
Nixon, who ran to Cuomo's left, for the Democratic nod for governor. Cuomo will face Republican
Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro in the general election.

--Editing by Pamela Wilkinson.
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