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Byfaws

ARTICL
Narne
The natne of this organization is the National
Rifle Association of Arnerica.

ARTICLE II

Purposes And Objectives

The purposes and objectives of the National
Rifle Association of Arnerica are:

To protect and defer1ci the Constitution
of the Linited States, especiaffy with reference
to the God-given inalienable right of the
individual Arnerican citizen guaranteed by
such Constitution to accluirc- possess. collect,
e×hibit transport, carry. transfer ownership
of. and enjoy the right to use. keep and bear
arrns. in order that the peop/c rnay exercise
their individual rights of scIf-preservation and
defensa of farnify persorL and property. and
to serve in the tnilltia of aff Jaw-abiding rnen
and warnen for the defense of the Republic
and the indivic/ual liberty of the citizens of our
cornrnunitios. our states and our g reat nation :

2. To prornate public safety. faw and order.
and the national defense:

3. To train enernbers of faw or1forcernent
agencies. the artned forces. the National
Guard. the Enifitia, and people of good repute
in rnarkstnanship and in the safe handling and
efficient use of srnaff arrns;

& To foster. prornate and support the

shooting sports, including the advancernent
of arnateur and junior cornpetitions in

inarksinanshifM at the local, state- regional,
national, internatfonal. and Olyinpic /cvels;

5, To prornote hunter safety and to protnote
and defend hunting as a shooting sport for
subsistence. and as a viable and necessary
rnethodof fostering theprofMagation, growth and
conservatiorL and wise use of our renewable
wildlife resources.

The Association rnay take all actions
necessary and proper in the furt herar1ce of
those purposes and objectives.
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I it aemwies on the m rectors or
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requ n Unember approval onder the applicable
statt te;
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ution reenmmending the sale. I excharme

er d !spO illort O Or s t.t dli the

cÎplovees or

ulate seen mbe e n policy

tion by the foil Board oxtor

Nection 1 N acancies in the Executive
C½ntmittee.

uearwy in the Executiw t omminee may

Nection 4. lectings of the Exceutis e

Ommittee.

(a) Meetings of the Executive Comrnittee
will be I1e/ct on t/1e call of the Presiclent.
reasonable notice being given.
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Article VIII. Sec. 1

b he xecati e Council sh eribrrn such

by hese isy an or tw the Pre den e u ive

Chumiltee tw the E1oard of Director .

tite B d a Directors ami the I ceu1 e Coune 1

0wtion 3. Removal
n!>er of the Exectetite ( it max

A RTIC L E V III

INIomination anci Election Procactures (For
Ellectiion of Director by tihie Mail EBallot)

Section Nomi ating Commiittee.

(a) At cach regular mooting of the
Board of Directors next following the
Annual IV1eeting of IV1embers, the Board
shall elect. by secret batiot. a Ivorninating
Committee which shall be responsible for
nomination of Directors. rnembers of the
Executive Corrrmittee. and officers who are
to be elected at the next annual rneeting
of members or at a subsequent rneeting
of the Board of Directors. a
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Article Vill. S 1

T /1e Non,inatincy
Committee shall also serve as an apt eals
board of first resort by rnembers seeking
to contest a ruling by tile Secretary of the
Association as to the validity of a petition
for nomination of a candidate to elected
office in the Association.

(b) The Nominating Cornrnittee shall
be composed of nine mernbers entitled
to vote- no rnore than six of whom shall
be members of the Board of Directors
or Executive Councit Nominations for
election to the Nominating Committee
shall be made from the floor. Following the
close of nominations for rnembership on
the Nominating Committee. each Director
present at the meetir1g shall receive one
ballot Iisting the norninees. on which he is
entitled to cast r1ot more than one vote for
each of nine nominees. of whorn not rnore
than six may be mernbers of the Board
of Directors or the Executive Council. Aff
norninees for the Nominating Committee
shall be voted on together. with the nine
receiving the greatest number of votes
being elected: provided. however. that no
more than six nominees who are rnambers
of the Board of Directors or Executive
Council shall be elected. In case of a tie

for the last vacancy. a run-off vote shalf
be conducted between the nominees tied.
A Director whose terrn expires at the end
of the ensuing year shall not be cligible
for election to the Nominating Committee.
Notwithstanding any other farovision of
these Bylaws. no person elected to the
Nominating Comrnittee shall be eligible for
election as a Director during the tenure of
the Nominating Committee to which he was
elected: nor shall any officer be a member
or ex officio rnember of the Nominating
Committee.

FILED: NEW YORK COUNTY CLERK 03/20/2023 11:41 PM INDEX NO. 451625/2020

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1595 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 03/20/2023



. . .

Article VIll. Sec 2
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Article VIll. Sec 2
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to sin: nu1 ber oEsuch x neaix ceci e ;he largest

he u_4es cast: and 11 tiec t e e cered to

I11 he ( )ÈÌ Ï G OUT¤al ith n d añer suc11

announcenient

Sec!ion 3d Nomiinntion of Directors lay etition.

(a) In addition to such persons as are
selected by the Norninating Corninittee as
farovided in Section 2 of this Article, an
individual cjualified to hold office rnay be
norninated for Director by petition of the
ryretrebers

(b) Any rnernber ( sponsor ) may
circulate a petition calling for the
nornination of a clualified mernber for
the office of Director. A petition shall be
valid only if received by the Secretary not
enorc than 45 days after the announced
date of the eneeting of the Notninating
Corninittee to select nominees for the
office of Director. A petition rnay consist
of inultiple pages, but aft pages rnust be
submitted by the proposed norninee. The
Secretary shall prescribe the forrnat of the
petition and furnish forms upon rectuest.

No petition for nornination of a person
for the office of Director shall contain the
name of rnore than one proposed nominee.
nor shall a petition be subrnitted to the
Secretary which contains the narne ofrnore
than one proposed norninee per sheet. No
petition for nomination of a person for the
office of Director shall be valid without the
proposed norninees written perrnission
filed with the Secretary on or before
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Articia Vii Sec. 3

the last day for subinission of petitions.
The petition rnay contain a brief resurne
afMproved by the proposed norninee. The
narne of a sponsor(s) shall be indicated on
each sheet of the petition. The petition rnust
bear the original handwritten signatures.
narnes. nMernbership identification nun1bers.
addresses and date of signing of a
nurnber of inernbers eligible to vote that
is not fess than O.5% of the nurnber of
valid ballots cast in the rnost recent rnail
ballot election of directors. which nurnber
shall be provided by the Secretary to any
rnernber upon request. Each petition shall
indicate the proposed traininee's principal
city and state of residerace, and not rnore
than five petition norninees shall be frorn

any one state during any one year. In the
event there are petitions for inore than five
proposed norninees frorn one state¬ the five
proposed norninees who have the greatest
nurnber of signatures or, the petition shall
be norninated: provided, however, that in

case of ties. the Norninating Cornrnittee
shall select by sat arnong those having the
sarne nurnber of petition signatures. In no
event shali the date of signing be prior to
the adjournrnent of the inost recent annual
inecting of rnernbers.

(c) The Secretary shall irnrnediately
deterrnine the validity of all petitions
receivod and the eligibility of alf signatorie s
ter verta.

(d) In the event the petition shall have
been found invalid. the Secretary shall

irninediately notify the proposed norninee
and the sponsor(s) stating the reasons
for such ruling. The proposed notninee or
a sponsor rnay appeal this ruling to the
Ivorninating Cornrnittee in writing within
fourteen days of such notice. If the petition
is ruled valid by the Norninating Corninittee .
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Article VIII. Sec 4

the proposed norninee shall be certified
as a norninee. if the petition is denied by
the Norninating Cornrnittee. the profMosed
nonjinee or a sponsor tnay appeal to the
Board of Directors who shall act on the
appeaf at the next Board tnecting. If said
Board rules the petition valid. the proposed
nornineo shall be declared a norninee for
the next annual election of Directors.

(e) On the official ballot for the election
of Directors, no persons norninated by
petition nor by the Norninating Corninittee
shall be so designated. Nothing contained
in this section shaf{ prohibit publication of
the Report of the Narninating Con1rnittee
in any copy of the Association s official

journals; nor prohibit any candidate frorn

designating the inathod or rnethods of
nornination in his or her biographical
sketch: 11or prohibit paid advertisernents
frotn containing such inforrnation.

(f) All applicable rules of Section 2 of this

Article shall apply equa/Iy to ali nominees,
whether selected by petition or Norninating
Corninittoo.

NeetWu -4. IElection of C ne Director at Annual
lecting of I\Ternbers,

()ne Director sha I be elected 16r a one-x car

be chtwen only frorn t hose perm>ils w he w ere
norninated as candidates Em cIceton thrector n

2ual Nicering of Niember . Init rbiled m
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Article iX Sec 7

ARTICLE IX

Removal of Association Officials by Recall

ecti<ni l. Petitima the Remmal hs Recals.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
these Bylaws. any voting inernber of the
Association ( sponsor") enay in a single
petition call for the rernovaI of one officer.
or Director, for good cause, in the inanner
hereinafter provided. For the purposes of
this Article good cause'~

is set forth in
Article ill. Section 11(b) of these Byfaws.

scenious 2. Procetiure.

(a) Not fess than 270 days prior to

any AnnLral IVIeetirrg of IV1ernbers of the
Association. any inernber entitled to
vote (the "sponsor") rnay subrnit to the
Secretary of the Association a petition in

writing which ca/Is for or proposes such
removal.

(b) In order to be valid:

(1) Such petition for rernoval shall
be in writing. notarized, ar1d signed in

handwriting by the sponsor. and rnust be
received by the Secretary no fater than the
deadlino sf>ccified in subsection (a) of this
section.ItshalIdistinctlydescribe the cause
for which the person s rernoval frorn office
is sought. and except for a petition based
upon a conviction for an offense which
farohibits the person frorn possessing or
receiving firearrns under federal faw, or in
cases of newly discovered evidence which
could not have been discovered carfier
with due diligence, shall be based solely
on facts, events and transactions that
shall have occurred not rnore than three
years prior to the filing of the petition. No
petition shall be filed or considered with
respect to the same facts or transactions
as an earlier filed petition for the resnovaI
of the sarne person, or if it contains willful
false statornents or rnisrepresentations or
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Article IX. Sec 2

if it is cornpletely without inerit under law
(including these By/awsL or if it is filed
to harass or rnaliciously injure another.
to disrupt the orderly operation of the
Association irl pursuit of its goals. or for

any other isnproper purpose.

(2) The petition shal/ contain the
narnes.addresses.tnernbershipidentificatfor1
nurnbers. original handwritten sigr1atures
and dates of signing of a nurnber of
inernbers eligible to vote that is not less
than 5% of the r1urnber of valid ballots cast
in the rnost recent inail baffot election of
directors. which nurnber sha/I be provided
by the Secretary to any inernber upon
recguest A petition nMay consist of inultiple

pages. but aff pages inust be subrnitted by
the sponsor.

(3) At feast three states of the LJnited
States of Arnerica shall be represented on
the petition by the signatures of no fewer
than 100 resider1ts of each such state. as
reflected by each signor s last address of
record furnished to the Secretary.

(4) Such petition shalf contain no
signature for which the date of signing is

prior to the adjournn1ent of the Inost recent
Annual DAeeting of IViernbers.

(5) Such petition shall clearly state that
it inay be withdrawr1 by the sponsor without
notice to. or approval by. the signatories.

(c)(1) The Secretary shalf rule a petition
invalid if it fails to cornply with any
provision of section (1) of this article or of
subsections (a) or (b) of this section.

(2)/ntheeventapetitionisruledinvalid
by the Secretary. he shall irnrnediately
notify the sponsor of the petition and the
person whose rernovaf is sought stating
the reasorls for such ruling. The sponsor
rnay appeal this ruling to the Cornrnittee on
Hearings. by a written notice that rnust be
received by the Secretary within 21 days of
the Secretary's ruling. The Cornrnittee on

35
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Artick íX oc. P

Hearings shall rneet within 10 days to hear
such an appeal. The party not prevailing in
the appeal to the Cornn ittee on Hearings
inay appeal within 10 days of the ruling
by the Cornrnittee on Hearings. to the
Executive Conanjittee. which shall hold a
conference telephone rnecting within 10
days to act on the appeal. and the decision
of that body shaff be final.

(d) In the event that the petition is ruled
valid by the Secretary. the person whose
rernova1 is sought. and the sponsor of
the petition. shall be notified irnrnediatofy.
The person whose rernoval is sought
shall have the right, upon written request
received by the Secretary within 10 days
of the Secretary's rLiling, to inspect the
petition, and to appeal the Secretary s
ruling. in writing. to the Cornrnittee on
Hearings within 21 days of such ruling. The
Con3n ittoo on Hoarings shallrncet within 10
days to hear such an appeal. The party not
prevailing in the appeal to the Corninittee
on Hoatings inay appeal within 10 days of
the ruling by the Cornrnittee on Hearings. to
the Executive Corninittee. which shall hold
a conference telephone rneeting within 10
days to act on the appeal. and the decision
of that body shall be final.

(c) If, after all appeafs. the petitiors is
ruled valid:

(1) A Hearing Board shall be elected as
prescribed in Article 111, Section 11(d).

(2) The Hearing Board shall schedule
and conduct a hearing as soon as possible
at a tirne and place deterrnined by the
Secretary. The hearing shall be conducted
in accordance with Article //f, Section
11(d)(8). The Hearing Board shall rnake

a cornplete record of all testinMony and
exhibitspresented.and within 21 days of the
date of the hearing shall prepare a written
opinion, or a majority opinion and rninority
view. and a recorninendation concerning a
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dis[Mosition of the petition. AII proceedings
under this subsection shall be confidential.

(f) At the tirne the Secretary rnails out
printed ballots to each tnernber of record
entitled to vote for the election of Directors.
as provided in Article VIII. Section 2(e),
he shall also enclose the printed recall
ballot contairjing the narne and office for
each such person whose resnoval was
the subject of a valid petition, together
with a copy of the recornrnendation of the
Hearing Board including the rninority view
if the recon1tnendation is not unanitnous.
Statesnents not exceeding five hundred
words inay also be enclosed in the n1ailing
by the sponsor of the petition for recall and
by each person whose rernoval was the
subject of a valid petition. The recall ballot
shall state as follows:

Sha/I (narne of office-hoicter) be
rarnoved frorn rnernbership on the
Board of Directors?'~(or other specific
office in the Association),

(g) In the recall voting procedure.
the applicable provisions of Article VIII.

Section 2. paragraphs (f). (g). (h). (i) (j). and
(k) of these Bylaws shall apply to the use
and authentication of prescribed official

baffat forens. their validation. the counting
of votes. and the announcernent of results.

(h) If a rnajority of votes cast on the recall
ballot by rnernbers of record entitled to
vote shall call for the rernovaI of an officer
or Director, the resnoval sha/I be effective

itntnediately upon certification of the
results of a inail baffat recall procedure by
the Corninittee on Elections.

(i) In any event, the Secretary shall

itnrnediately notify the person whose
rernoval was petitioned and voted upon as
to the results of a rnail recall ballot. shall

sirnultaneously inforrn the officers and
Directors of the Association of such results
and whether a resulting vacancy exists. and
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shalf cause the results of such recall vote
to be fMublished in an official publication of
the Association as soon as possible.

(j) At any stage of the proceedings under
this Article. the sponsor of a petition tnay.
with the written cor1sent of the person
against whorn the recaff petition was
directect withdraw the petition or otherwise
ternjinate the fMroceedings provided for
under this Article by so requesting in
writing. At the written request of the person
against whorn the petition was directed.
an announcernent of the withdrawal or
terrnination shall be published forthwith in
the official journal of the Association.

ectiven 3. I illing of Vacancies ( reated tu
Reinoval 4)f ( )tiace-Holder In Nensbership.

in the ovent an officer or Director is
rarnoved by recall vote of the inetnbershifx
the vacancy shalf be fi1Ied fMursuant to the
provisions of Article V, Section 4 for officers
and Article IV. Section 2 for Directors;
providect however. that no person rernoved
frorn office by the rnernbership shall be
returned to that office by the Board of
Directors acting under this provision,

ARTICLE X

National Rifle Association institute for
Legislative Action

Section 1. Narne and Funcr�on.

The IWational Rifle Association Institute
for Legislative Action shall have sole
responsibility to adrninister the legislative,
legal, inforrnational and fund raising
activities of the Association relating to
the defenso or furtherance of the right to
keep and bear arrns. in accordance with the
objectives and policies establishec) by the
Board of Directors.
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ARTCLE XI

Standing and Special Cornmittees of the
Association.

Section Standing Comrnjittee

The standing comrnsittees o t|he Associ tion
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N o rts Protest

Pub1 uts Polieics

Ethies hr o n
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Sport Shnoth g
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Art cle X /. Sectic 4

T n
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Pr nt. it a so ma n pens sud
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PreMdellI or the thnard o l) rectors

m ablish such swcial ec,t11 i1tees of the

M 09 17lay C dCelDed ileee 1 Ti LlmC
10 tin n u ñll ine o1 ceri oeiat:on.

)C 5pe01 ed erI or the
d recto rs.

ecti*sm 3 C onunittee Ifembers p mint I by
President.

other-sis--- prm le i in ic e

n or r elect m of memNrs at the
m n stins 0 omm trS monbers t>l the Bew±rd

ars tYU Of thC EXeCU 1 LPneIÎ tr OthCT
ttf Ille ASSOCÏatÌRn ttiti tM0d 11Q

1UU pttiOle he l'resideo s1lembership
on such moding and specHl etnumitts or the

M 13 35 Il.-My be cS1 eL|- 19 314.1 shall

he p CGSUTe O the ill O Unil >

o ament of the ne t An Meeting of
n � until 1-heir sucGes been dLill

O CheverdâStoCCUTS
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. . .

Article XIV Sec 7

ARTICLE XII

Prohibition of Prox y Voting

At all inactings of tf1c EToard of Directors
Executive Cornmittee. otfrer committees of
flle Association, and meetings of rnemA ers.

cac/1 person entitled to vote sf1all flave
a rigl11 to cast one vote on eac/1 c[uestion
presentect wf1ic/1 vote s/1a11 be cast in

person and not by proxy.

ARTICLE XIII

Corporate seal
The Association shall have a arporate seal

beariny the u orris "-Narrenal RiOe Associatton

ARTICLE XIV

Order of Business

SecMon L Order of Bessness.

Nat ion th er),

dup On O atEendi$ ( t silly 5 I 5( Í s propO½Cd
n> supplernent or supersede this arder of

ppms e nainutes
ot'

re iot m ng.

5. ReWm-3rts of ofticers
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Article XV Sec 1

ection 3. Ibking of otes at Annual Vicering of
NIeanbers.

(a) The casting of votes at the Annual
Meeting of Men1bers shall be by showing
of voting credentials. and shall be by paper
ballots on a showing of voting credentials
of one hundred rnernbers entitled to vote
recjuesting such paper balloting or upon
rectuost of the chair.

(b) PaperbafIotsatthe Annual Meeting of
Mernbersshallbecoffectedandirnrnediately
placed in custody of a certified public
accountant who shall irninediately count
thern and without unnecessary delay shall

certify the result of the count to the Chair
at the rneeting, and the paper ballots shall
thereafter be preserved by the accountant
for 180 days. and thereafter the accountant
shall deliver the baffats to the Secretary
for preservation until the adjournment of
the next Annual Meeting of Mornbers and
until such further tirnes. if any. as decided
by vote of the inernbers or. to the extentnot
inconsistent therewith, by the President.

ARTICL.E XV

Arnencfments

Nection L Aroendonents In the thmrd 4>r

Directors.

These Byfaws rnay be arnended at any
regular Inecting of the Board of Directors
by a enajority vote, provided that the
arnendtnent has been subrnitted in writing
at the previous regular ineeting of said
Board. or has been sent in writing by rnail
to every inember of the Board listed in
the inost recent Official Directory not less
than thirty days prior to the scheduled
Board meeting. To c{uality under this
Section. the proposed arnendrnent rnust
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. . .

Articic XV S 2

be recornrrrended by the Bylaws &
Resolutions Corninittee as printed in the
Bylaws & Resolutions Corninittee report to
the Board of Directors, or signed by at least
two inetnbers of the Board of Directors or
afternatively by two hundred fifty incinbers
of the Association entitled to vote.

Notice of specific arnendrnents profMosed
shall not preclude arnendr11onts being
inade frorn the floor which arc gerinarje to
the specifically jaroposed arnendinents.

Section 3. Amendments by Mail by the
NIembership.

(a) These Bylaws rnay be atnended by
inail in conjunction with the casting of
ballots for the election of Directors by a
enajority vote of those rnernbers cjualified

to vote and voting by rnail on the proposed
Bylaws an1endinent. Proposals for changes
to be Inade by inail rnay be recornmended
by the Board of Directors or by petition of
I nel O berS.

(b) Proposals for changes in the Bylaws
to be made by inail rnay be submitted by
petition of meinbers and inust be received
by the Secretary of the Association no later
than September 1st of the year prior to the
inailing of the ballot in which the j>roposals
to be voted upon wif1 be included. Such
petitions must bear the signatures, narnes,
rnctnborship identification numbers and
addresses of a nurnber of incinbors cligible
to vote thatis nottess than5"ü of the nurnber
of valid ballots cast in the rnost recent mail
ballot election of directors. which number
shalf be provided by the Secretary to any
mornbor upor1 recjuest. The petition may be
accompanied by one supporting statement
of not more than 500 words. Signatures
on an amendrr1ent proposed by voting
rnernbers rnust be harsdwrittery. original

. . ......... ........................ ... . . . . . .............................................................................................................................
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. . .

Article XV Sec 3

signatures. and all signatures enust be sent
by the sarne person (the sponsor ). The
petition shaf/ clearly state that it enay be
withdrawn by the sponsor withoutnotice to.

or approval by. the signatories. The Board
of Directors rnay prepare a staternent of
not rnore than 500 words in response to a
proposal for change subtnitted by petition.
and such statervent inust be received by
the Secretary no later than October 1st.

(c) Proposals for changes in the Bylaws
to be rnade by rnail inay be recoininended
by the Board of Directors at any ineeting
of the BoarcL provided that the proposed
arnendrnent has been recotntnended by
the Byfaws & Resolutions Comrnittee
as printed in the Bylaws & Resolutions
Corninittee report to the Board of Directors
at the previous reguiar rneering of said
Board. or signed by at least two tnernbers of
the Board of Directors and either subrnitted
in writing at the previous regular rnecting
of said Board. or sent in writing by inail to

every n3etnber of the Board fisted in the
inost recent "Official

Directory~' not fess
than forty-five days prior to the scheduled
Board rneeting. Such proposals inay be
accornpanied by two staterner1ts. each
not inore than 500 words. one staternent
represcr1ting the rnajority view and the
other representing the rnirlority view of
the Board, and must be received by the
Secretary no later than October 1st of the
year prior to the tnailing of the baffor in

which the proposals to be voted upon will

be included.

(d) A rebuttal staternent of not inore than
250 words may be prepared by the persons
who prepared the correstMonding rnain
staternent and rnust be received by the
Secretary r1a later than October 30th.

(e) The proposed changes together
with the staternents in support and
opposition sha/I be published in the issue

47
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. . .

Articic X ca. 4

of the Official
JoL/rnal" of the Association

containing the ballot to elect Directors.
Ballots for voting on changes in the Bylaws
to be made pursuant to this section shall be
rnailed in accordance with the procedures
established under Article VIII. Section 2(e).

regarding ballots for election of Directors.
The results of balloting conducted
pursuant to this section shall be tabulated
in accordance with the procedures
established under Article V/// Section 2 (h)
(i) and (j). to the extent applicable. shall
be announced at the Annual fvteeting of
Mernbers and shall be publishcci in the

Official
Journal'' within 90 days after such

announcernent.

Sections -4. Authority to AmemI or Repean.

Any Bylaw adopted by the Board inay be
atnended or repealed either by the Board.
or by the rnernbers by rnail pursuant to

Section 2 of this Article. Any Bylaw adopted
by the inembers rnay be atnended or
repealed by the Board, unless it is adopted
in bold face italics. in which case it inay be
arnended or repealed only by the rnernbers.

by mail- and not by the Board.

ARTICt-E XVI

Amendrnents to the Certificate of
incorporation

Sectimt 1. Recomrroenclation tF she noard of
I)irec A ors.

o.n mai he BSrd of Director n th
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Article X VI. Section 2
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ARTICLE XVII

Directed Voting Prneedures of lembers

faj The mail ballot v oring procethne tlese ibed

in Article XV Section 4 a the a b

o n ced t re sha be terrned d

b The D d ing Proe & h u d

Where my prc sic o die e H
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