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ROB BONTA
Attorney General of California 
P. PATTY LI
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
ANNA FERRARI
CHRISTINA R.B. LÓPEZ
Deputy Attorneys General
JOHN D. ECHEVERRIA
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 268843

455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000 
San Francisco, CA  94102-7004 
Telephone:  (415) 510-3479 
Fax:  (415) 703-1234 
E-mail:  John.Echeverria@doj.ca.gov

Attorneys for Defendant Rob Bonta, 
in his official capacity as Attorney General 
of the State of California 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

WESTERN DIVISION 

STEVEN RUPP; STEVEN 
DEMBER; CHERYL JOHNSON; 
MICHAEL JONES; 
CHRISTOPHER SEIFERT; 
ALFONSO VALENCIA; TROY 
WILLIS; and CALIFORNIA RIFLE 
& PISTOL ASSOCIATION, 
INCORPORATED, 

Plaintiffs, 
v. 

ROB BONTA, in his official capacity 
as Attorney General of the State of 
California; and DOES 1-10, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE 

COMPENDIUM OF HISTORICAL 
LAWS  

VOLUME 1 OF 7 

Courtroom: 8A 
Judge: Hon. Josephine L. Staton 
Action Filed:   April 24, 2017 
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INDEX  

Appendix 
1 No. 

Year of 
Enactment 

Historical Laws Compendium 
Page  

DANGEROUS WEAPONS LAWS 

1  1383   7 Rich. 2, ch. 13 (1383) 2 

2  1396   20 Rich. 2, ch. 1 (1396) 3 

3  1541   33 Hen. 8, ch. 6 §§ 1, 2, 18 (1541) 4-7 

4  1606   4 Jac. 1, ch. 1 (1606)  8 

5  1686   The Grants, Concessions, and Original 
Constitutions of The Province of New 
Jersey 289–90 (1881) (1686) 

9-11 

6  1689   English Bill of Rights of 1689, 1 Wm. & 
Mary 2d Sess., ch. 2, § 6 

12-15 

7  1730   William Livingston (Editor), The Laws of 
New York 199 (1752), ch. 560, § 20 

16-23 

8  1750   1750 Mass. Acts 544, ch. 17, § 1 24-27 

9  1765   1 William Blackstone, Commentaries 139, 
ch. 1 (1765) 

34-43 

10  1771   1763–1775 N.J. Laws 346, ch. 539, § 10 28-33 

11  1771   Acts and Laws of His Majesty’s Province of 
New-Hampshire 9–10 (1771), ch. 6, § 2  

44-48 

12  1786   1786 Mass. Acts 87, ch. 38 49-53 

13  1788   1788–1801 Ohio Laws 20, ch. 6 54-60 

14  1792   Collection of All Such Acts of the General 
Assembly of Virginia, of a Public and 
Permanent Nature, as are Now in Force 

61-63 
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187 (1803), ch. 103, §§ 8–9  

15  1797   1 Del. Laws 104 (1797), ch. 43, § 6 64-68 

16  1798   1798 Ky. Acts 106, ch. 54, § 5.  69-71 

17  1799   1799–1800 Miss. Laws 44 72-73 

18  1799   Charles Nettleton (Editor), Laws of the State 
of New Jersey 474 (1821), § 2  

74-77 

19  1801   1801 Tenn. Laws 259–60, ch. 22, § 6 78-81 

20  1804   J. Steele (Editor), Laws of the Arkansas 
Territory 521 (1835), § 3 [Slaves] 

82-84 

21  1804   1804 Ind. Acts 108, § 4 85-87 

22  1804   1804 Miss. Laws 90, § 4 88-91 

23  1805   1805 Mass. Acts 111–13, ch. 81 92-96 

24  1809   Virgil Maxcy (Editor), Laws of Maryland, 
with the Charter, the Bill Of Rights, the 
Constitution of the State, and Its 
Alterations, the Declaration of 
Independence, and the Constitution of the 
United States, and Its Amendments 465 
(Vol 3, 1811), § 4 

97-99 

25  1812   William Littell (Editor), Statute Law of 
Kentucky; with Notes, Praelections, and 
Observations on the Public Acts 64 (1812–
1816), ch. 89 

100-101 

26  1813   1812 La. Acts 172, 174, § 1 102-105 

27  1814   1814 Mass. Acts. 464, ch. 192, §§ 1–2 106-108 

28  1816   Lucius Q.C. Lamar, editor, A Compilation of 
the Laws of the State of Georgia, Passed 

109-111 
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by the Legislature since the Year 1810 to 
the Year 1819, Inclusive. Comprising all 
the Laws Passed within those Periods, 
Arranged under Appropriate Heads, with 
Notes of Reference to those Laws, or Parts 
of Laws, which are Amended or Repealed 
to which are Added such Concurred and 
Approved Resolutions, as are Either of 
General, Local, or Private Moment. 
Concluding with a Copious Index to the 
Laws, a Separate one to the Resolutions 
599 (1821), div. 10, § 19 

29  1818   Henry S. Geyer, Editor, A Digest of the Laws 
of Missouri Territory 374 (1818) § 3 
[Slaves] 

112-113 

30  1820   1820 Ind. Acts 39, ch. 23, § 1 114-116 

31  1821   Revised Statutes of the State of Maine 683 
(1840), tit. 12, ch. 159, § 5 

117-118 

32  1821   Revised Statutes of the State of Maine 709 
(1840), tit. 12, ch. 169, § 16 

119-122 

33  1831   1831 Ind. Rev. Stat. 192, ch. 26, § 58 123-126 

34  1835   John P. Duval (Editor), Compilation of the 
Public Acts of the Legislative Council of 
the Territory of Florida, Passed Prior to 
1840 423 (1839), ch. 860 

127-129 

35  1835   Theron Metcalf (Editor), Revised Statutes of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Passed November 4, 1835 to which are 
Subjoined, as Act in Amendment Thereof, 
and an Act Expressly to Repeal the Acts 
Which are Consolidated Therein, both 
Passed in February 1836 750 (1836) ch. 
134, § 16 

130-133 
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36  1837   1837 Ala. Laws 7, No. 11, §§ 1, 2 134-135 

37  1837   William McK. Ball (Editor), Revised 
Statutes of the State of Arkansas, Adopted 
at the October Session of the General 
Assembly of Said State, A.O. 1837 280 
(1838), ch. 44, div. 8, art. 1, § 13 

136-139 

38  1837   1837 Ga. Laws 90–91, §§ 1–5 140-142 

39  1837   1837 Miss. Laws 290–92, § 6 143-147 

40  1837   1837 Miss. Laws 294, § 5 148-151 

41  1837   1837–1838 Tenn. Pub. Acts 200, ch. 137, 
§ 1 

152 

42  1837   1837–1838 Tenn. Pub. Acts 200–201, 
ch. 137, § 2 

152-154 

43  1837   1837–1838 Tenn. Pub. Acts 201, ch. 137, 
§ 4 

154 

44  1838   1838 Fl. Acts 36, No. 24, § 1 155-156 

45  1838   1838 Va. Acts 76–77, ch. 101, § 1 157-169 

46  1839   1838 Ala. Acts 67, § 1 160-162 

47  1839   1839 Miss. Laws 385–86, ch. 168, § 5 163-168 

48  1840   1840 Miss. Laws 180–81, ch. 111, § 5 169-174 

49  1841   1841 Ala. Laws 148–49, ch. 7, § 4 175-178 

50  1841   1841 Miss. Laws 51–52, ch. 1, § 1 179-181 

51  1842   Henry A. Bullard & Thomas Curry 
(Editors), 1 A New Digest of the Statute 
Laws of the State of Louisiana, from the 
Change of Government to the Year 1841 

182-183 
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252 (1842), § 59 

52  1845   Mason Brayman (Editor), Revised Statutes of 
the State of Illinois: Adopted by the 
General Assembly of Said State, at Its 
Regular Session, Held in the Years A.D. 
1844–45,  176 (1845), § 139 [Criminal 
Jurisprudence] 

185-186 

53  1847   The Revised Statutes of the State of Maine, 
Passed October 22, 1840, 709 (1847), tit. 
12, ch. 169, § 16  

187-189 

54  1847   1846–1847 N.C. Sess. Laws 107, ch. 42 190-192 

55  1849   1849 Cal. Stat. 245, div. 11, § 127 193-195 

56  1850   S. Garfielde (Editor), Compiled Laws of the 
State of California: Containing All the 
Acts of the Legislature of a Public and 
General Nature, Now in Force, Passed at 
the Sessions of 1850–51–52–53, 643–44 
(1853), ch. 125, div. 4, §§ 40–41 

196-198 

57  1850   S. Garfielde (Editor), Compiled Laws of the 
State of California: Containing All the 
Acts of the Legislature of a Public and 
General Nature, Now in Force, Passed at 
the Sessions of 1850–51–52–53, 663–64 
(1853), ch. 125, div. 11, § 127 

199-202 

58  1850   William A. Richardson (Editor), General 
Statutes of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts: Enacted December 28, 
1859, to Take Effect June 1, 1860, 816 
(1873), ch. 164, § 10 

203-206 

59  1850   1850 Mass. Gen. Law, ch. 194, § 1, as 
codified in Mass. Gen. Stat. 816 (1873), 
ch. 164, § 10 

207 
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60  1850   1850 Mass. Gen. Law, ch. 194, § 2 as 
codified in Mass. Gen. Stat. 816 (1873), 
ch. 164 § 11 

207 

61  1850   1850 Miss. Laws 43, ch. 1, § 1 208-211 

62  1851   1851 Pa. Laws 382, No. 239, § 4 212-214 

63  1852   1851–1852 Ala. Laws 3, ch. 1, § 1 215-219 

64  1852   1852 Haw. Sess. Laws 19, § 1 220-221 

65  1852   1852 N.M. Laws 67, § 1  222-223 

66  1854   1853 Ky. Acts 186, ch. 1020, §§ 1, 2 224-225 

67  1854   1854 Miss. Laws 49–50, ch. 1, § 1 226-228 

68  1854   1854 Wash. Sess. Law 80, ch. 2, § 30 229-230 

69  1855   1855 Cal. Stat. 152–53, ch. 127, §§ 1–3 231-232 

70  1855   William H. R. Wood (Editor), Digest of the 
Laws of California: Containing All Laws 
of a General Character Which were in 
Force on the First Day of January, 1858, 
334 (1861), art. 1904  

233-235 

71  1855   1855 Ind. Acts 153, ch. 79, §§ 1–2  236-239 

72  1855   1855 La. Acts 148, ch. 120, § 115 240-241 

73  1856   1856–1857 Miss. Laws 35 – 36, § 3, art. 10 242-245 

74  1856   1855–56 Tenn. Pub. Acts 92, ch. 81. §§ 1–2 246-247 

75  1856   Tex. Penal Code ch. 14, arts. 611–12 (1857) 248-249 

76  1858   1858 Neb. Laws 69, ch. 1, § 135  250-251 

77  1859   1859 Ind. Acts 129, ch. 78, § 1. 252-253 
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78  1859   1859 Ky. Acts 245, ch. 33, § 23  254-265 

79  1859   1859 N.M. Laws 94–96, §§ 1–5 256-260 

80  1859   1859 Ohio Laws 452, § 210 261-264 

81  1859   1859 Wash. Sess. Laws 109, ch. 2, § 30 265-266 

82  1860   1860 Ga. Laws 56, No. 63, § 1 267-269 

83  1861   1861 Nev. Stat. 61, § 35 270-271 

84  1862   1862 Colo. Sess. Laws 56, § 1 [Concealed 
weapons] 

272-273 

85  1863   C. B. Pierce, Charter and Ordinances of the 
City of Leavenworth, with an Appendix 45 
(1863), § 23 

274 

86  1863   William H. Bridges (Editor), Digest of the 
Charters and Ordinances of the City of 
Memphis, Together with the Acts of the 
Legislature Relating to the City, with an 
Appendix 190 (1863), art. 3, § 3  

275-278 

87  1864   Theodore H. Hittell (Editor), The General 
Laws of the State of California, from 1850 
to 1864, Inclusive 261 (1872), § 1585 [§ 1]  

279-280 

88  1865   1864 Mont. Laws 355, § 1 [Deadly 
weapons] 

281-282 

89  1865   Henry McEwan (Editor), Acts, Resolutions 
and Memorials Passed at the Several 
Annual Sessions of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of Utah 59 
(1866), ch. 22, tit. 8, § 102 

283-284 

90  1866   Montgomery H. Throop (Editor), Revised 
Statutes of the State of New York, Vol. 3, at 

285-286 
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2512 (1882), ch. 716, §§ 1–2 

91  1866   1866 N.C. Sess. Laws 30 & 33–34, ch. 21, 
§ 1, sched. A(11) 

287-292 

92  1867   1866–1867 Ala. Laws 260 & 263, ch. 2, 
§ 2(10) 

293-297 

93  1867   1867 Colo. Sess. Laws 229, § 149 298-299 

94  1867   William H. Bridges (Editor), Digest of the 
Charters and Ordinances of the City of 
Memphis, from 1826 to 1867, Inclusive, 
Together with the Acts of the Legislature 
Relating to the City, with an Appendix, 44 
(1867), §§ 4746, 4747, 4753, 4757 

300-302 

95  1867   William H. Bridges (Editor), Digest of the 
Charters and Ordinances of the City of 
Memphis, from 1826 to 1867, Inclusive, 
Together with the Acts of the Legislature 
Relating to the City, with an Appendix, 50 
(1867), § 4864  

303-305 

96  1868   Wade Keyes & Fern Wood (Editors), Code 
of Alabama 883 (1876), ch. 3, § 4111 

306-308 

97  1868   W. A. Blountet al. (Editors), The Revised 
Statutes of the State of Florida 782–83 
(1892), tit. 2, art. 5, § 2423 

309-310 

98  1868   W. A. Blountet al. (Editors), The Revised 
Statutes of the State of Florida 782–83 
(1892), tit. 2, art. 5, § 2425 

309-310 

99  1868   1868 Fla. Laws 95, ch. 7, § 10 311-314 

100  1868   James F McClellan (Editor), A Digest of the 
Laws of the State of Florida: From the 
Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Twenty-Two, to the Eleventh Day of 

315-317 
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March, One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Eighty-One, Inclusive 403 (1881), § 13 

101  1869   1869 Minn. Laws 50–51, ch. 39, §§ 1–3 318-320 

102  1869   1868–69 N.M. Session Laws 72–73, ch. 32, 
§§ 1–3 

321-327 

103  1869   1869–70 Tenn. Pub. Acts 23–24, ch. 22, § 2 328-333 

104  1869   1869 Wash. Sess. Laws 203–04, ch. 2, § 32 332-335 

105  1870   1870 Ga. Laws 421, tit. 16, ch. 285, §§ 1–3 336-339 

106  1870   1870 La. Acts 159–60, § 73 340-343 

107  1870   1869–1870 Tenn. Pub. Acts 28, ch. 13, § 1 344-346 

108  1870   1870 Tex. Gen. Laws 63, ch. 46, § 1 347-350 

109  1871   John H. Cherry (Editor), Digest of the Laws 
and Ordinances of the City of Little Rock 
168 (1882), §399  

352 

110  1871   1871–1872 D.C. Laws, Part II, 33, ch. 25 354 

111  1871   1871 Miss. Laws 819–20, ch. 33, art. 3, § 1 357 

112  1871   Everett W. Pattinson (Editor), Revised 
Ordinance of the City of St. Louis 491 
(1871), art. 2, § 9 

362 

113  1871   Order of the Board of Aldermen. Ordinances 
of Jersey City, Passed By The Board Of 
Aldermen since May 1, 1871, under the 
Act Entitled “An Act to Re-organize the 
Local Government of Jersey City,” Passed 
March 31, 1871, and the Supplements 
Thereto 41 (1874), §§ 1–4 

364-366 

114  1871   1871 Tex. Laws 25, ch. 34, § 1 367-370 
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115  1871   1871 Tex. Laws 25, ch. 34, § 3 367-370 

116  1872   1872 Md. Laws 57, ch. 42, § 246 371-373 

117  1872   Gilbert B. Scolfield (Editor), Laws, 
Ordinances and Rules of Nebraska City, 
Otoe County, Nebraska, 36 (1872), No. 7, 
§ 1 

374 

118  1873   Wade Keyes & Fern Wood (Editors), Code 
of Alabama, 1876, 883 (1877), ch. 3, 
§ 4110  

375-377 

119  1873   A.H. Bissell (Editor), Statutes at Large of 
the State of Minnesota 993 (Vol. 2, 1873), 
ch. 54, §§ 64–65 

378-380 

120  1873   M.S. Bonnifield & T.W. Healy (Editors), 
Compiled Laws of the State of Nevada. 
Embracing Statutes of 1861 to 1873, 
Inclusive, 563 (Vol. 1, 1873), §§ 35–36 

381-383 

121  1873   Seymour D. Thompson & Thomas M. Steger 
(Editors), Compilation of the Statute Laws 
of the State of Tennessee, 125 (Vol. 2, 
1873), ch. 9, art. 2, § 4864 

384-386 

122  1874   1874–1875 Ala. Laws 41, § 102, pt. 27 387-389 

123  1874   Harvey Bostwick Hurd (Editor), Revised 
Statutes of the State of Illinois. A.D. 1874, 
360 (1874), ch. 38, § 56 

390-392 

124  1874   1874–1875 Va. Acts 282–83, ch. 239, § 6, 
sched. B(18) 

393-396 

125  1875   1875–1876 Ala. Acts 46, Rev. Code, ch. 1, 
§ 1(5) 

397-400 

126  1875   1875–1876 Ala. Acts 82, Rev. Code, ch. 9, 401-404 
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§ 7(15) 

127  1875   1874–1875 Ark. Acts 156, § 1 405-408 

128  1875   Compiled and Revised Laws of the Territory 
of Idaho, 354 (1875), § 133  

409-410 

129  1875   1875 Ind. Acts 62, ch. 17, § 1  411-413 

130  1875   1875 Mich. Pub. Acts 136, ch. 97, § 1 414-416 

131  1875   1875 Pa. Laws 33, ch. 38, § 1 417-419 

132  1876   1876–77 Ala. Code 882, § 4109 420-422 

133  1876   Wade Keyes (Editor), Code of Alabama 
1876 882 (1877), ch. 3, § 4109 

423-426 

134  1876   Wade Keyes (Editor), Code of Alabama 
1876 901 (1877), ch. 6, §  4230 

427-430 

135  1876   1876 Colo. Sess. Laws 304, § 154 431-432 

136  1876   1876 Ga. L. 112, ch. 128, § 1 433-435 

137  1876   Consider H. Willett, Laws and Ordinances 
Governing the Village of Hyde Park 
[Illinois] Together with Its Charter and 
General Laws Affecting Municipal 
Corporations; Special Ordinances and 
Charters under Which Corporations Have 
Vested Rights in the Village. Also, 
Summary of Decisions of the Supreme 
Court Relating to Municipal Corporations, 
Taxation and Assessments, 64 (1876), § 39 

436-437 

138  1876   John W. Blake et al. (Editors), Revised 
Statutes of Wyoming in Force January 1, 
1887, 306 (1887), § 1027 

438-440 

139  1877   Edward O. Wolcott (Editor), Ordinances of 441 
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Georgetown [Colorado] Passed June 7th, 
A.D. 1877, 100 (1877), § 9 

140  1877   Revision of the Statutes of New Jersey: 
Published under the Authority of the 
Legislature; by Virtue of an Act Approved 
April 4, 1871, 304 (1877), § 2  

442-443 

141  1877   G.C. Moody (Editor), Revised Codes, 1903, 
State of South Dakota 1150 (1903), 
§§ 470–471. 

444-446 

142  1877   Revised Ordinances Of Provo City [Utah], 
Containing All The Ordinances In Force 
On the First Day of February, A.D. 1877, 
and the Rules and Order of Business of 
Provo City Council 106–07 (1877), ch. 6, 
§ 182  

447-450 

143  1878   1878–1879  Ala. Laws 437, ch. 314, § 14 451-459 

144  1878   1878 Miss. Laws 175, ch. 46, § 1 460-463 

145  1879   William S. Thorington (Editor), Code of 
Ordinances of the City Council of 
Montgomery [Alabama] 225 (1888), Pen. 
Code, Ch. 43, § 5188 

464-465 

146  1879   Charter and Revised Ordinances of Boise 
City, Idaho, in Effect April 12, 1894, 118–
19 (1894), § 36 

466 

147  1879   La. Const. of 1879, art. III 467-468 

148  1879   1879 Mont. Laws 359, div. 4, § 23 469-471 

149  1879   1879 N.C. Sess. Laws 231, ch. 127, §§ 1–5 472-474 

150  1879   1879 Tenn. Pub. Acts 135–36, ch. 46, §§ 1–
6 

475-477 
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151  1879   W.A. Milliken and John J. Vertrees 
(Editors), Code of Tennessee, Being a 
Compilation of the Statute Laws of the 
State of Tennessee, of a General Nature, in 
Force June 1, 1884, 1060–61 (1884), 
§ 5533 

478-481 

152  1880   Michael A. Daugherty, et al. (Editors), 
Revised Statutes and Other Acts of a 
General Nature of the State of Ohio: In 
Force January 1, 1880, 1633 (Vol. 2, 
1879), tit. 1, ch. 5, § 6892 

482-484 

153  1880   1880 S.C. Acts 447–48, No. 362, § 1 485-488 

154  1881   1880–1881 Ala. Laws 38–39, ch. 44, § 1 489-494 

155  1881   1881 Ark. Acts 191–92, ch. 96, §§ 1–2 493-495 

156  1881   1881 Colo. Sess. Laws 74, § 1 496-498 

157  1881   1881 Del. Laws 716, ch. 548, § 1 499-502 

158  1881   1881 Ill. Laws 73, §§ 1, 4 503-505 

159  1881   1881 Ill. Laws 73, § 2 503-505 

160  1881   1881 Ind. Acts 191, ch. 37, § 81 508-509 

161  1881   1881 Ind. Acts 191, ch. 37, § 82 508-509 

162  1881   Revised Statues of the State of Indiana, 
Embracing the Revision of 1881 and All 
General Laws Enacted Subsequent to That 
Revision 366 (1881), § 1957  

506-507 

163  1881   J. H. Johnston (Editor), Revised Charter and 
Ordinances of the City of Boonville, Mo. 
91 (1881), No. 17, art. 1, § 6  

510-513 
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164  1881   Guy A. Brown (Editor), Compiled Statutes 
of the State of Nebraska, Comprising All 
Laws of a General Nature in Force July 1, 
1881, 666 (1881), ch. 5, § 25 

514-515 

165  1881   David E. Baily & John D. Hammond 
(Editors), General Statutes of the State of 
Nevada. In Force. From 1861 to 1885, 
Inclusive, With Citations of the Decisions 
of the Supreme Court Relating Thereto, 
1077 (1885), § 4844 

516-518 

166  1881   William K. McAlister (Editor), Ordinances 
of the City of Nashville, to Which are 
Prefixed the State Laws Chartering and 
Relating to the City, with an Appendix, 
340–41 (1881), ch. 108, § 1 

519-521 

167  1881   Code of Washington, Containing All Acts of 
a General Nature, Revised and Amended 
by the Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of Washington, During the 
Eighth Biennial Session, and the Extra 
Session, Ending December 7, 1881, the 
Constitution of the United States, and the 
Amendments Thereto, the Acts of Congress 
Applicable to the Territory of Washington, 
and the Naturalization Laws 181 (1881), 
ch. 73, § 929 

523-525 

168  1881   Richard A. Ballinger (Editor), Ballinger’s 
Annotated Codes and Statutes of 
Washington, Showing All Statutes in 
Force, Including the Session Laws of 1897 
1956 (Vol. 2, 1897), § 7082 

526-529 

169  1881   1881 Wash. Sess. Laws 76, ch. 6, § 34, 
pt. 15 

530-532 

170  1882   1882–1883 Ga. Laws 37, ch. 18, § 2, pt. 18 533-536 
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171  1882   S. J. Quincy (Editor), Revised Ordinances of 
the City of Sioux City, Iowa 62 (1882), 
Public Safety, § 4 

537-539 

172  1882   W. P. Murray (Editor), Municipal Code of 
Saint Paul, Comprising the Laws of the 
State of Minnesota Relating to the City of 
Saint Paul, and the Ordinances of the 
Common Council, Revised to December 1, 
1884 289 (1884) art. 18, § 1 

540-542 

173  1882   1882 W. Va. Acts 421–22, ch. 135, § 1 543-545 

174  1883   1882–1883 Ga. Laws 48–49, No. 93, § 1 548-551 

175  1883   E. R. E. Kimbrough & W. J. Calhoun 
(Editors), Revised Ordinances of the City 
of Danville, Illinois 179 (1892), § 23  

546-547 

176  1883   1883 Kan. Sess. Laws 159, ch. 105, §§ 1–2 552-553 

177  1883   1883 Mo. Laws 76, Concealed Weapons, § 1 554-556 

178  1883   1883 Wash. Sess. Laws 302, ch. 6, § 29, 
pt. 15 

557-559 

179  1883   1883 Wis. Sess. Laws 713, ch. 6, § 3, pt. 56 560-563 

180  1884   1884–1885 Ga. Laws 23, ch. 52, § 2, pt. 18 564-567 

181  1884   The Revised Statutes of the State of Maine, 
Passed August 29, 1883, and Taking Effect 
January 1, 1884 928, (1884), ch. 130, § 10 

568-570 

182  1884   John Prentiss Poe (Editor), The Maryland 
Code: Public Local Laws, Adopted by the 
General Assembly of Maryland March 14, 
1888, Including Also the Public Local Acts 
of the Session of 1888 Incorporated 
Therein 522–23 (Vol. 1, 1888), ch. 187, 

571-574 
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§ 742 

183  1884   1884 Vt. Acts & Resolves 74, No. 74. § 1 575-577 

184  1884   John W. Blakeet al. (Editors), Revised 
Statutes of Wyoming, In Force January 1, 
1887, Including the Declaration of 
Independence, the Articles of 
Confederation, the Constitution of the 
United States, the Organic Act of 
Wyoming, and All Laws of Congress 
Affecting the Territorial Government 297 
(1887), § 983 

578-580 

185  1885   W. A. Blountet al. (Editors), The Revised 
Statutes of the State of Florida 782 (1892), 
tit. 2, art. 5, § 2421 

581-583 

186  1885   1885 Mont. Laws 74–75, § 1 584-587 

187  1885   George R. Donnan (Editor), Annotated Code 
of Criminal Procedure and Penal Code of 
the State of New York as Amended 1882–
85 172 (1885), § 410 

588-589 

188  1885   Charter and Ordinances of the City of 
Syracuse, as Revised in 1885, and as 
Amended from 1885 to 1893 Inclusive, 
Together With Special Legislative 
Enactments Affecting the City of Syracuse 
331 (1894), ch. 27, § 5 

590-593 

189  1885   1885 Or. Laws 33, §§ 1–2 594-596 

190  1886   1886 Ala. Laws 36, No. 4, § 5, pt. 17 597-606 

191  1886   Isham White (Editor), Laws and Ordinances 
of the City of Denver, Colorado 369 
(1886), § 10 

607 

192  1886   1886 Ga. Laws 17, tit. 2, § 2, pt. 18 608-609 
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193  1886   1886 Md. Laws 602, ch. 375, § 1 610-612 

194  1886   John Prentiss Poe (Editor), Maryland Code: 
Public Local Laws, Adopted by the 
General Assembly of Maryland March 14, 
1888, Including Also the Public Local Acts 
of the Session of 1888 Incorporated 
Therein 468–69 (Vol. 1, 1888), art. 27, ch. 
375, § 30 

613-615 
 

195  1886   1886 Md. Laws 315, ch 189, § 1 616-619 

196  1887   A. S. Hazelton & Frank J. Capell (Editors), 
Compiled Ordinances of the City of 
Council Bluffs Iowa 203–04 (1920), § 75 

620-622 

197  1887   O. P. Ergenbright (Editor), Revised 
Ordinances of the City of Independence, 
Kansas, Together with the Amended Laws 
Governing Cities of the Second Class and 
Standing Rules of the City Council 162 
(1887), § 27 

623-629 

198  1887   Laws of the State of Michigan Relating to 
the Public Health in Force in the Year 
1890 145 (1889), § 1 

630-631 

199  1887   1887 Mont. Laws 549, § 174 632-634 

200  1887   Acts of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of New Mexico, Twenty-Seventh 
Session 55 (1887), ch. 30, § 1 

635-639 

201  1887   The Code of Virginia: With the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution of 
the United States, and the Constitution of 
Virginia 897 (1887), § 3780 

640-642 

202  1888   1888 Ga. Laws 22, ch. 123, § 2, pt. 17 643-655 
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203  1888   John Prentiss Poe, The Baltimore City Code, 
Containing the Public Local Laws of 
Maryland Relating to the City of 
Baltimore, and the Ordinances of the 
Mayor and City Council, in Force on the 
First Day of November, 1891, With a 
Supplement, Containing the Public Local 
Laws Relating to the City of Baltimore, 
Passed at the Session of 1892 of the 
General Assembly, and Also the 
Ordinances of the Mayor and City 
Council, Passed at the Session of 1891–92, 
and of 1892–1893, Up To the Summer 
Recess of 1893 522–23 (Vol. 1, 1888), 
§ 742 

656-659 

204  1888   John Prentiss Poe (Editor), The Maryland 
Code: Public Local Laws, Adopted by the 
General Assembly of Maryland March 14, 
1888, Including Also the Public Local Acts 
of the Session of 1888 Incorporated 
Therein 1457 (Vol. 2, 1888), § 99 

660-662 

205  1888   George Brooks Young (Editor), General 
Statutes of the State of Minnesota in Force 
January 1, 1889 1006 (Vol. 2, 1888), 
§§ 333–34 

663-665 

206  1888   Joseph Lippman (Editor), The Revised 
Ordinances Of Salt Lake City, Utah, 
Embracing All Ordinances of a General 
Nature in Force December 20, 1892, 
Together With the Charter of Salt Lake 
City, the Amendments Thereto, and 
Territorial Laws of a General Nature 
Applicable to Salt Lake City, and the 
Constitution of the United States 283 
(1893), § 14 

666-667 

207  1889   1889 Ariz. Sess. Laws 16, No. 13, § 1 668-670 
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208  1889   1888–1889 Idaho Sess. Laws 23, § 1 671-672 

209  1889   George Brooks Young (Editor), General 
Statutes of the State of Minnesota in Force 
January 1, 1889 1006 (Vol. 2, 1888), 
§ 334 

673-674 

210  1889   Laws of the City of Johnstown, Pa., 
Embracing City Charter, Act of Assembly 
of May 23, 1889, for the Government of 
Cities of the Third Class, General and 
Special Ordinances, Rules of Select and 
Common Councils and Joint Sessions 86 
(1897), No. 2, § 12 

675-679 

211  1890   Charter and Ordinances of the City of New 
Haven, Together With Legislative Acts 
Affecting Said City 164 (1890), § 192 

680-682 

212  1890   1890 Ga. Laws 38, ch. 131, § 2, pt. 16 683-685 

213  1890   890 La. Acts 39, ch. 46 686-688 

214  1890   John Prentiss Poe (Editor), The Baltimore 
City Code, Containing the Public Local 
Laws of Maryland Relating to the City of 
Baltimore, and the Ordinances of the 
Mayor and City Council, in Force on the 
First Day of November, 1891, With a 
Supplement, Containing the Public Local 
Laws Relating to the City of Baltimore, 
Passed at the Session of 1892 of the 
General Assembly, and Also the 
Ordinances of the Mayor and City 
Council, Passed at the Session of 1891–92, 
and of 1892–1893, Up To the Summer 
Recess of 1893 297–98 (1893), § 742A 

689 

215  1890   W. J. Connell (Editor), The Revised 
Ordinances of the City of Omaha, 
Nebraska, Embracing All Ordinances of a 

690-692 
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General Nature in Force April 1, 1890, 
Together With the Charter for 
Metropolitan Cities, the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the 
State of Nebraska 344–45 (1890), § 10 

216  1890   Will T. Little et al. (Editors), The Statutes of 
Oklahoma, 1890, 475–76 (1891), §§ 18–
19 

693-696 

217  1890   Will T. Little et al. (Editors), The Statutes of 
Oklahoma, 1890, 495–96 (1891), art. 47, 
§§ 1–2, 10 

697-700 

218  1890   General Laws Relating to Incorporated 
Towns of Indian Territory 49 (1890), No. 
11, § 3 

701 

219  1891   Jener W. Nielson (Editor), Charter and 
Ordinances of the City of Fresno, 
California 52 (1916), No. 221, § 8 

703-705 

220  1891   Iener W. Nielson (Editor), Charter and 
Ordinances of the City of Fresno, 
California 58 (1916), No. 221, § 53 

706-708 

221  1891   1891 Mich. Pub. Acts 408–09, No. 257, § 15 709-712 

222  1891   1891 N.D. Laws 193–94, ch. 70, § 1 713-716 

223  1891   John A. Warth (Editor), Code of West 
Virginia (Third Edition) 915–16 (1891), 
ch. 148, § 7 

717-720 

224  1892   1892 Ala. Laws 183, No. 95 721-723 

225  1892   1892 Ga. Laws 25, ch. 133, § 2, pt. 16 724-727 

226  1892   Albert R. Heilig (Editor), Ordinances of the 
City of Tacoma, Washington 333–34 
(1892), No. 134 

728-731 
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227  1893   1893 Ariz. Sess. Laws 3, § 1 732-735 

228  1893   Revised Statutes of the State of Delaware, of 
Eight Hundred and Fifty-Two, As They 
Have Since Been Amended, Together with 
the Additional Laws of a Public and 
General Nature, Which Have Been 
Enacted Since the Publication of the 
Revised Code of Eighteen Fifty-Two, to the 
Year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Ninety-Three, to Which Are 
Added the Constitutions of the United 
States and of this State, the Declaration of 
Independence, and Appendix 987 (1893), 
ch. 548  

736-738 

229  1893   1893 N.C. L. 468–69, ch. 514 739-742 

230  1893   1893 R.I. Pub. Laws 231, ch. 1180, § 1 743-746 

231  1893   Claude Waller (Editor), Digest of the 
Ordinances of the City of Nashville, to 
Which are Prefixed the State Laws 
Incorporating, and Relating to, the City, 
With an Appendix Containing Various 
Grants and Franchises 364–65 (1893), 
§ 738 

747-749 

232  1893   A. McMicken (Editor), The Revised 
Ordinances of the City of Rawlins, Carbon 
County, Wyoming 131–32 (1893), § 1 

750 

233  1895   The Revised Codes of the State of North 
Dakota, 1895, Together with the 
Constitution of the United States and of the 
State of North Dakota With the 
Amendments Thereto 1259 (1895), § 7094 

751-753 

234  1895   The Revised Codes of the State of North 
Dakota, 1895, Together with the 
Constitution of the United States and of the 

754-756 
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State of North Dakota With the 
Amendments Thereto 1293 (1895), 
§§ 7312–13 

235  1895   Charter and Ordinances of the City of 
Barre, Vermont 53 (1904), ch. 16, § 18 

757-758 

236  1896   Penal Laws of the Hawaiian Islands, 1897, 
Compiled From the Penal Code of 1869 
and the Session Laws of 1870 to 1896 
Inclusive 251 (1897), ch. 54 

759-761 

237  1896   1896 Miss. L. 109–10, ch. 104 762-765 

238  1896   General Laws of the State of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations to Which Are 
Prefixed the Constitutions of the United 
States and of the State 1010–11 (1896), ch. 
282, §§ 23–24, 26 

766-769 

239  1896   Rose M. Denny (Editor), The Municipal 
Code of the City of Spokane, Washington, 
Comprising the Ordinances of the City 
(Excepting Ordinances Establishing Street 
Grades) Revised to October 22, 1896 309–
10 (1896), No. A544, § 1  

770-772 

240  1897   William L. Martin (Editor), The Code of 
Alabama, Adopted by Act of the General 
Assembly of the State of Alabama, 
Approved February 16, 1897 1137 (Vol. 1 
1897), § 27 

773-776 

241  1897   Charles S. Shepherd (Editor), The General 
Ordinances of the City of Saint Joseph (A 
City of the Second Class) Embracing All 
Ordinances of General Interest In Force 
July 15, 1897, Together With the Laws of 
the State of Missouri of a General Nature 
Applicable to the City of St. Joseph 508 
(1897), § 7 

781-782 
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242  1897   1897 Tex. Gen. Laws 221–22, ch. 155 787-790 

243  1897   Richard A. Ballinger (Editor), Ballinger’s 
Annotated Codes and Statutes of 
Washington, Showing All Statutes in 
Force, Including the Session Laws of 1897 
1956–57 (Vol. 2, 1897), § 7084 

783-786 

244  1898   1898 Ga. Laws 60, No. 106 795-797 

245  1898   The Charter of Oregon City, Oregon, 
Together with the Ordinances and Rules of 
Order 259 (1898), § 2 

798 

246  1899   Fred F. Barker (Editor), Compilation of the 
Acts of Congress and Treaties Relating to 
Alaska From March 30, 1867, to March 3, 
1905 139, ch. 6, § 117 

800 

247  1899   Compiled Ordinances of the City of 
Fairfield, Clay County, Nebraska 34 
(1899), No. 20, § 1 

789 

248  1899   Theodore Harris (Editor), Charter and 
Ordinances of the City of San Antonio. 
Comprising All Ordinances of a General 
Character in Force August 7th 220 (1899), 
ch. 22, § 4 

803 

249  1900   William H. Baily (Editor), The Revised 
Ordinances of Nineteen Hundred of the 
City of Des Moines, Iowa 89–90 (1900), 
§ 209 

804-806 

250  1900   1900 N.Y. Laws 458–59, ch. 222, § 1 807-810 

251  1901   1901 Ariz. Sess. Laws 1251–53, §§ 381, 
385, 390 

811-815 

252  1901   1901 Utah Laws 97–98, ch. 96, §§ 1–3 816-818 
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253  1903   W. F. Wilson (Editor), Wilson’s Revised & 
Annotated Statutes of Oklahoma 643 
(1903), ch. 25, art. 45, § 583 

819-821 

254  1903   G. C. Moody et al. (Editors), The Revised 
Codes, State of South Dakota 1150 (1903) 
§§ 470, 471 

822-825 

255  1905   1905 Ind. Acts 677, ch. 169, § 410 826-828 

256  1905   1905 Ind. Acts 687, ch. 169, § 448 829-832 

257  1905   1905 Ind. Acts 687–88, ch. 169, § 449 829-832 

258  1905   1905 N.J. Laws 324–25, ch. 172, § 1 833-836 

259  1908   1908 N.Y. Laws 242, ch. 93, § 1 837-840 

260  1908   1908 R.I. Pub. Laws 145, ch. 1572, § 1 841-843 

261  1909   1909 Idaho Sess. Laws 6, No. 62, § 1 844-846 

262  1909   1909 S.D. Sess. Laws 450, ch. 240, §§ 21–
22 

847-849 

263  1909   1909 Wash. Sess. Laws 972–73, ch. 249, 
§ 265 

850-853 

264  1909   1909 Wash. Sess. Laws 973, ch. 249, § 266 850-853 

265  1911   1911 N.Y. Laws 442, ch. 195, § 1 854-859 

266  1911   1911 N.Y. Laws 442–43, ch. 195, § 1 854-859 

267  1912   1912 Vt. Acts & Resolves 261, No. 201, 
§ 17 

860-863 

268  1913   1913 Fla. Laws 117, ch. 6621, § 8 864-866 

269  1913   1913 Haw. Sess. Laws 25, Act 22 867-868 
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270  1913   1913 Iowa Acts 307, ch. 297, §§ 1, 2  869-873 

271  1913   1913 N.Y. Laws 1627–30, ch. 608, § 1 874-879 

272  1915   1915 N.H. Laws 180–81, ch. 133, pt. 2, § 18 880-883 

273  1915   1915 N.D. Laws 96, ch. 83, §§ 1–3, 5 884-886 

274  1917   1917 Cal. Stat. 221, ch. 145, § 1 887-892 

275  1917   1917 Cal. Stat. 221, ch. 145, § 2 887-892 

276  1917   1917 Cal. Stat. 222, ch. 145, § 5 887-892 

277  1917   Hugh McIndoe, Editor, Joplin Code of 1917 
550 (1917), art. 67, § 1201 

895-896 

278  1917   1917 N.C. Sess. Laws 309, ch. 209, § 1 897-898 

279  1917   1917 Or. Sess. Laws 807-08, ch. 377, § 7 899-905 

280  1920   1920 N.J. Laws 67, ch. 31, § 9 906-916 

281  1923   1923 Cal. Stat. 696, ch. 339, § 1 917-925 

282  1923   1923 Mo. Laws 241–42, § 17 926-929 

283  1923   1923 S.C. Acts 221 930-932 

284  1923   1923 Vt. Acts & Resolves 127, No. 130, § 1 933-934 

285  1925   1925 Nev. Stat., ch. 47, § 1 935-937 

286  1925   1925 Or. Laws 42, ch. 31, §§ 1–2 938-940 

287  1925   1925 W. Va. Acts 25–30, ch. 3, § 7, pt. a 941-951 

288  1925   1925 W. Va. Acts 30–31, ch. 3, § 7, pt. b 941-951 

289  1925   1925 W. Va. Acts 30–31, ch. 3, § 7, pt. b 941-951 
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290  1927   1927 Cal. Stat. 938, ch. 552, §§ 1–2 952-954 

291  1927   1927 Ga. Laws 83, No. 398, § 2, ¶ 86 955-957 

292  1927   1927 Ind. Acts 469, ch. 156, § 1 958-961 

293  1927   1927 Ind. Acts 469, ch. 156, § 2 958-961 

294  1927   1927 Iowa Acts 201, §§ 1–2 961-964 

295  1927   1927 Md. Laws 156, ch. 117, § 388-B 965-967 

296  1927   1927 Mass. Acts 416, ch. 326, § 5 968-972 

297  1927   1927 Mass. Acts 413, ch. 326, §§ 1–2 968-972 

298  1927   1927 Mich. Pub. Acts 888–89, No. 372, § 3 973-980 

299  1927   1927 Mich. Pub. Acts 888–89, No. 372, § 3 973-980 

300  1927   1927 N.J. Laws 180–81, ch. 95, §§ 1–2 981-984 

301  1927   1927 N.J. Laws 742, ch. 321, § 1 985-995 

302  1927   1927 N.J. Laws 743, ch. 321, § 2 985-95 

303  1927   1927 R.I. Pub. Laws 256, ch. 1052, §§ 1, 4, 
5, 6 

996-1003 

304  1927   1927 R. I. Pub. Laws 256, ch. 1052, §§ 1, 4, 
7, 8 

996-1003 

305  1927   1927 R.I. Pub. Laws 256, ch. 1052, §§ 1, 3 996-1003 

306  1929   1929 Ind. Acts 139, ch. 55, § 1 1004-1006 

307  1929   1929 Mich. Pub. Acts 529, No. 206 1007-1010 

308  1929   1929 Mich. Pub. Acts 529, No. 206 1007-1010 

309  1929   1929 Mo. Laws 170 1011-1012 
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310  1929   1929 Neb. Laws 673–74, ch. 190, §§ 1–2 1013-1016 

311  1929   1929 Pa. Laws 777–78, No. 329, §§ 1, 4 1017-1019 

312  1929   1929 Pa. Laws 777–78, No. 329, § 3 1017-1019 

313  1929   1928–1929 Wis. Sess. Laws 157, ch. 132, 
§ 1 

1020-1024 

314  1931   1931 Del. Laws 813, ch. 249, § 1 1025-1027 

315  1931   1931 Ill. Laws 452–53, Machine Guns, 
§§ 1–2 

1028-1031 

316  1931   1931 Ill. Laws 454, Machine Guns, § 7 1028-1031 

317  1931   1931 Mich. Pub. Acts 671, ch. 37, § 236 1032-1035 

318  1931   1931 N.Y. Laws 1033, ch. 435, § 1 1036-1038 

319  1931   1931 N.D. Laws 305-06, ch. 178, §§ 1–2 1039-1042 

320  1931   1931 S.C. Acts 78, No. 58, § 1 1043-1046 

321  1932   An Act To Control The Possession, Sale, 
Transfer And Use Of Pistols And Other 
Dangerous Weapons In The District Of 
Columbia, To Provide Penalties, To 
Prescribe Rules Of Evidence, And For 
Other Purposes, 47 Stat. 650 (1932), ch. 
465, §§ 1, 8 

1047-1052 

322  1932   1932 La. Acts 337–38, No. 79, §§ 1–2 1053-1057 

323  1933   1933 Cal. Stat. 1170, ch. 450, § 2 1058-1061 

324  1933   1933 Fla. Laws 623, ch. 16111, § 1 1062-1065 

325  1933   1933 Haw. Sess. Laws 117, No. 120, § 2 1066-1069 

326  1933   1933 Kan. Sess. Laws 76, ch. 62, §§ 1–3 1070-1074 
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327  1933   1933 Minn. Laws 231–33, ch. 190, §§ 1–3 1075-1078 

328  1933   1933 N.Y. Laws 1638–39, ch. 805, §§ 1, 3 1079-1082 

329  1933   1933 Ohio Laws 189–90, No. 64, § 1 1083-1087 

330  1933   1933 Or. Laws 489, ch. 315, §§ 3–4 1088-1091 

331  1933   1933 Or. Laws 488, ch. 315, § 2 1088-1091 

332  1933   1933 S.D. Sess. Laws 245–47, ch. 206, 
§§ 1–8 

1092-1095 

333  1933   1933 Tex. Gen. Laws 219–20, ch. 82, §§ 1–
4, 6 

1096-1098 

334  1933   1933 Wash. Sess. Laws 335–36, ch. 64, 
§§ 1–5 

1099-1101 

335  1933   1931–1933 Wis. Sess. Laws 245–47, ch. 76, 
§ 1, pts. 164.01–164.06 

1102-1106 

336  1933   1931–1933 Wis. Sess. Laws 778, ch. 359, 
§ 1 

1107-1110 

337  1934   National Firearms Act of 1934, 48 Stat. 1236 
(1934) 

1111-1116 

338  1934   1934 N.J. Laws 394–95, ch. 155, §§ 1–5 1117-1120 

339  1934   1934 S.C. Acts 1288, No. 731, §§ 1–6 1121-1124 

340  1934   1934 Va. Acts 137–39, ch. 96, §§ 1–7 1125-1129 

    GUNPOWDER STORAGE LAWS 

341  1783   1782–1783 Mass. Acts 120, ch. 46 1131-1133 

342  1784   1784 N.Y. Laws 627, ch. 28 1134-1138 

343  1792   Thomas Greenleaf (Editor), Laws of the 1139-1142 
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State of New York, Comprising the 
Constitution, and the Acts of the 
Legislature, since the Revolution, from the 
First to the Fifteenth Session, Inclusive 
191–92 (1792) 

344  1821   1821 Me. Laws 98, ch. 25, § 1 1143-1146 

345  1823   The Act of Incorporation, and the 
Ordinances and Regulations of the Town 
of Marietta, Washington County, Ohio 17–
18 (1837) 

1147 

346  1836   1836 Conn. Acts 105, ch. 1, § 20 1148-1153 

347  1851   Joseph E. Gary (Editor), Laws and 
Ordinances Governing the City of Chicago 
239 (1866), ch. 11, § 1 

1154-1155 

348  1858   Henry John Horn (Editor), The Charter and 
Ordinances of the City of St. Paul, 
Together with Legislative Acts Relating to 
the City, and the State Constitution, in an 
Appendix 113 (1858), ch. 21, §§ 1–5 

1156-1159 

349  1881   1881 Wash. Sess. Laws 76, ch. 6, § 34, 
pt. 15 

1160-1163 

350  1917   An Act To Prohibit the Manufacture, 
Distribution, Storage, Use, and Possession 
in Time of War of Explosives, Proving 
Regulations for the Safe Manufacture, 
Distribution, Storage, Use, and Possession 
of the Same, and for Other Purposes, 40 
Stat. 385 (1917), ch. 83 

1164-1170 
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A.D.1883. 7° Ric. II. c. 12-16. 

uj. 

xilij. 

force & ~e en toutz pointz ; et outre ceo est auxint 
aaentuz q ai aacun alien eit purc:lw:ez ou desore pur­
chace ucun benefice de Seinte Esgliae Dignitc ou 
autre & en ppre psone p)igne poaaesaion dicelle ou 
loccupie de fait, deinz mesme le Roialme, aoit il a 10n 
c;,eps "pre, ou al oeps dautri sanz especiale congie du 
Roi, aoit ii compria en· mesme lestatut, & outre ceo 
encourge en toutz pointz tielx peines & forfaiture 
come sont ordeignez p un autre estatut fait en lan uv" 
del regne luy noble Roi E. aiel nre l' le Roi qore est, 
contre ceux qi purchacent pvisiona dabbeies ou Priories ; 
et enoutre au fyn q tielx licences ne se facent desorc 
enavant, le Roi voet & comande a toutz sea lieges & 
autres qils lour abatiegnent de cy enavant de luy prier 
dascuna tiela licences doner; et ai voet auxi le Roi luy 
mesmea abstiegner de doner ascune tiele licence, durantea 
lea guerres honpris au Cardinal de Naples ou a autre 
especiale psone a qi le Roi aoit p especiale cause tenuz. 

Item est ordeignez & assentuz & le Roi defende q 
desoremes nutt home chivache deinz le Roialme armez, 
encontre la forme de lcstatut de Norhamptoi'i aur ce 
fair, ne ove5<h lancegay deinz mesme le Roialme, les 
queux lancegayes aoient de tout ouatez deinz le dit 
Roialme come chose defendue p nre l' le Roi sur peine 
de forfaiture dicelx lancegaiea armures & au?s herneys 
quelconqes es mayna & possession de cell~y qi les port'a 
deaore deinz mesme le Roialme contre cestz estatut 
& ordinances aanz especiale congie de Roi nre I'. 
· Item es briefs de p)munire fai! est assentuz & ac­

cordez q ceux Va qucux tielx briefa sont portez, & qi 
eont de ~nt hors de Roialme & sont de bone fame 
& aient faitz lo' geQaix atto'nes devant lo' deptir, q le 
Chaunceller [DenglePre '] pur le temps esteant, p 
ladvis des Justices purra g"ntier q mesmes lea psones 
purront apparoir & respondre & faire & resceivre ce q 
la ley demande, p lo' gdtalx atto'nea avantdiz siavant 
come es autres cas & quereles ; et ceux psones qi decy 
enavanc paueront p licence nre l' le Roi & soient 
aux.int de bone fame, q a lo' requeste le dit Chaunceller 
p ladvis des Justices lour purra g"ntier defaire lo' ge~ 
alx atto'nes en la Chancellerie p patent du Roi devant 
lo' passer, [a re!J>Ondre'] sibn es ditz brief, de f>)munire 
fa~, come en au't1s quereles en quel cas toutes voies soit 
ex~ mencion [faite 1] des briefs & quereles de p)mu­
nire fai!; et celle patente enai faite, purront des lora les 
ditz atto'nes en ab,ence de lo' Meistres, respondre p 
eux & au't'a atto'nes desouz eux, devant quelcon<h juge 
du Roialme & faire & resceivre el dit cas, aiavant come 
en nutt autre cas nientcontresteant ascun estatut fait a 
connie avant ces heures. 

Item aur la grevouse pleinte qest faite dea meyn­
teno's des quereles & chaumpto's ; est ordeignez & 
assentuz q lestatutz ent faitz en les ans du regne le 
Roi Edward aiel nre dit l' le Roi primer & quan, et 
auxint en Ian Je nre I' le Roi qore est primer, aoient 
tenuz & gardez & duement executz en toutz pointz, 

Item est aasentuz & le Roi defende estroitement q 
decy enavant nulle paone aliene ou denszein de quel­
con(h estat ou condicion qil soit amesne ou envoie ou 
face amesner ou envoier p 't're ou p meer hon du 
Roialme Dengle?re as ascunes pties Descoce en prive 
ne en appt ascune mable dumure de blee de brees· ne 
dautre vitaille ou dautre refresshchement queconq, sur 
peine de forfaiture de meames !es vitailles armures & 
des autres chosea avantdites enaemble avC\: lea niefl 
vesseulx charettes & chivalx qi les portent ou amement, 
ou de la Oroie value dicellea, ai enai ne 10it q le 

1 • 1 Interlined on the Roll. 

Force and Elf ea in all PointJ ; and moreover it is 
uaented, That if any Alien have purchased, or from 
henceforth shall purchase any Benefice of Holy Church, 
Dignity, or other Thing, and in his proper Penon take 
Posaeasion of the same, or occupy it himself within the 
Realm, whether it be to his own proper Use, or to the 
Use of another, without especial Licence of the King, 
he shall be comprised within the same Statute ; and 
moreover shall incur all Pains and Forfeitures in all 
Points as is before ordained by another Statute made 
the Five and twentieth Year of the noble King Edward 
the Third, Grandfather to our Lord the King that now 
ia, 1Againft them that purchase Provisions of Abbeys or 
Priories ; and to the Intent that such Licences shall 
not be from henceforth made, the King willeth and 
commandeth to all his Subjects and other, that they 
shall a.b6tain them from henceforth to pray him for any 
such Licence to be given ; and also the K.ing himself 
will refrain to give any such Licence during the Wars, 
except to the Cardinal of Naples, or 10 some other 
special Person to whom the King is beholden for a 
special Cause. 

ITEM, It is ordained and assented, and also the King 
doth pr0hibit, That from henceforth no Man shall ride 
in Harness within the Realm, contrary to the Ferm of 
the Statute of Northampton thereupon made, neither 
with Launcegay within the Realm, the which Launce­
gays be clearly put out within the said Realm, as a 
Thin~ prohibited by our Lord the King, upon Pain of 
Forfe11ure of the said Launcegays, Armours, and other 
Harness, in whose Hands or Possession they be found 
that bear them within the Realm, contrary to the Sta­
tutes and Ordinances aforesaid, without the King's 
special Licence. 

ITEM, In Writs of Pra:munire facia.a, It is assented 
and agreed, That they against whom such Writs be sued, 
and w_ho at this Time be out of the Realm, and be of 
good Fame, and have made their general Attumies be­
fore their departing, that the Chancellor of England for 
the Time being, by the Advice of the Ju,tices, may 
grant, that the ~me Persona may appear to answer, to 
do, and to receive that Thlng which the Law demandeth, 
by their general Atturnies aforesaid, as well as in other 
Causes and Quarrels ; and those Persona which from 
henceforth shall pass by the King's Licence, and be of 
good Fame, that at their Request the Chancellor, by 
the Advice of the Justices, may grant to them to make 
their general Atturniei; in the Chancery by the King's 
Patent, before their Passage, to answer as well in the 
said Writs of Pra::munire facias, aa in c,ther Writs and 
Plainta ; in which Case express Mention ,hall be made 
at all Times of th~ Writs and Plaints of Pra:munire 
facias; and thia Patent so made, the said Atturnies 
from hencefonh, in Absence of their Masters, may an­
swer [for them, and make '] other Atturnies under 
them, before any Judge of the Realm, [10 '] do and 
receive in the said Case as much as in any other Case 
or Matter, notwithstanding any Statute made to the 
contrary heretofore. 

ITEM, For the grievous Complaint that is made of 
Maintainera of Quarrels, and Champertors ; It is or­
dained and assented, That the Statutes thereof made in 
the First and Fourth Years of King Edward, Grandfather 
to our Lord the King that now is, and also in the First 
Year of our Lord the King that now is, shall be holden 
and kept, and duly executed in a.II Points. 

ITEM, It is assented, and the King straitly defendeth, 
That from henceforth no Person, .Alien nor Denizen, of 
whatsoever Estate or Condition that he be, ahall carry 
nor aend, nor do to be ca.med nor aent, by Land nor 
by Sea, out of the Realm of England, to any Parts of 
Scotland, privily nor apertly, any Manner of Armour, 
Com, Malt, or other Viauals, or any other refreshing, 
upon Pain of Forfeiture of the same Vifluals, Armours, 
and other Things aforesaid, together with the Ships, 
Vesaela, Carts, and Horses whlch shall bring or carry 
the same, or of the very Value of the same, except so it be 
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20 Ric. 2, 93, ch. 1 (1396)
|
First, whereas in a Statute made the Seventh Year of the Reign of the King that now is, it is ordained and assented, That no
Man shall ride armed within the Realm, against the form of the Statute of Northampton thereupon made, nor with
Launcegays within the same Realm, and that the said Launcegays shall by utterly put out within the said Realm, as a Thing
prohibited by the King, upon Pain of Forfeiture of the same Launcegays, Armours, or any other Harness, in the Hands and
Possession of them that bear them, form henceforth within the same Realm against the same Statutes and Ordinances
without the King’s special License. Our Lord the King, considering the great clamour made to him in this present
Parliament, because that the said Statute is not holden, hath ordained and established in the said Parliament, That the said
Statutes shall be fully holden and kept, and duly executed; and that the said Launcegayes shall be clear put out upon the Pain
contained in the said Statute of Northampton, and also to make Fine and Ransom to the King. And moreover, that no Lord,
Knight nor other, little nor great, shall go nor ride by Night nor by Day armed, nor bear [Sallet] nor Skull of Iron, nor [of]
other Armour, upon the pain aforesaid; save and except the King’s Officers and Ministers in doing their Office. And
Moreover, the King will and hath ordained, that the statute made the First Year of his Reign, of Liveries of Hats, shall be
holden and kept upon the pain contined in the same Statute, and upon Pain to be imprisoned, and make Fine and Ransom of
the King.
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832 

VI. 
Proviso u to 
Penona whoat 
Wives wear 
Velvets, &c. 
[Stt § I.J 

vu. 
Proviso for 

kiII~t~g;;:e::c. 

VIII. 
Cart-Horses and 
Sumpter-Horses, 

Recital of Stat. 
1-s H.V[U. c. 17. 
against shooting 
with Crolli-buwa 
and Hand-guns : 

Violation thereof; 

Penalty on Persona, 
having lesa than _.,oo. per Annum, 
keeping or using 
Cross-bows, &c. 
"'110. 

II. 
Length of 
Hand-guns, &c. 
to be kept, 

Those of leSB 
Length may be 
~ized and 
oestroyed by 
Persons haYJng 
,£100. a Year. 

33° HEN. VIII. c. 5, 6. A.D.1541-2-. 

ANO be it 1>vyded and enacted by au~tie aforesaid, that if the Wif of any pson ·~ psons were any velvet in the 
lynyng or other part of her gowne other then in the cwfes or purfels of suche gownl!, or ellf were any velvet in her 
kyrtell or were any peticote of silke, that then the husbande of c!Jy suche Wiif shall fynde one stoned horse of the 
stature above in this acte resyted, or shall incurre the abovesaide penaltie and forfaiture of tenne poundes to be levyed 
and rec~ed.as is afore declared~ Provyded also that this Acte or any thing therin conteyned shall not extende to 
charge any pson or poons whose Wif or Wiffes shall were any of the apparell or thingf above rehersed during the 
tyme such Wif or Wyffes shalbe devorsyd from her or ther husbonde or husbondes, or shall willingly ·absent her self 
from her said husbound and duringe suche absence shall were any of the apparell or other thyngf afore resyted : 
Provyded alwaies that heires wtin age being wardes whose landes tent(' and hereditamentf amount to the yerely value of 
CC ti. shall not be compelled by auc'tie of this acte till they ciime to ther full age to kepe any horses, althoughe the 
wiifes of suche heires w'in ag.e were any gowne of Sylke or any Frenche hood or Bonet of Velvet w' any habilyment 
past or egge of Gold Perle or Stone or any chayne of gold about ther nekkf or in ther plettf or in any apparell of ther­
bodie; Any thing in this .Acte to the contrary notw'stonding. 

PaovvDED also that if all or any the horses kept by vertue· of this acte shall happen to be kyllyd maymyd or lost in 
the lvice of the Kingf warres, That then in ePy suche case the owners of suche horse or horses so kyllyd maymed 
pisshed' or lost in the warres shall have libtie, by the space of twoo yeres next after suche chaunce of kylling maymyng 
pisshing or losing ther horses, to Dvide other horses in the stede and place of the horses so kylled maymed pisshed 
or lost in the Warres, w'out any daunger losse or penalcie of this acte; Any thing in this acte to the contrary therof 
notw'stonding. 

PaovvDED also that cart horses or sumpter horses shall not be takyn reputed or reckned for any suche horses 
whiche any pson is or shalbe bounden to kepe by vertu of this acte. 

CHAPTER VI. 

AN AcTfI toncerninge Crosbowes and Handguns. 

WHERE in the Parliament holden at Westin the fyftenthe daye of Januarie in the twenty fyve Y ere of the 
Kinges most gracious Raigne, and there contynued and kepte untill the. thirtieth daye of Marche then next 

ensuynge, amonge diVse and sondrie holsome and lawdable Act(' Statutf and ordyn•ncf one Statute and Ordyn"nce 
was made and ordeyned for the avoydinge and eschewinge of shotinge in Crosbowes and Handguns; synce the 
makinge of whiche Acte . di?se malicious and evill disposed psons not only p)sumynge wilfullye and obstynatlye the 
vfofac6n and breach of the saide Acte, but also of their malicious and evill disposed myndes and purposes have 
wilfully and shamefully comytted ppetrated and done di~se detestable and shamefull murthers roberies felonyes ryott(' 
and routf with Crosbowes little shorte handguns and little hagbuttf, to the great pill and contynuall feare and daunger 
of"the King(' most lovinge subject(', and also di?se Kepers of Forest(' Chases and Parkf aswell of our saide Soveraigne 
Lorde as other his Nobles and Comons and diVse Gentlemen Yomen and Servingmen nowe of late have layde aparte 
the good and laudable excise of the longe bowe, whiche alwaye heretofore hathe bene the suertie savegarde and 
contynuall defence of this Realme of Englande, and an inestimable dread and terror to the Enemyes of the same, 
and nowe of fate the saide evill disposed psons have used and yet doe daylie use to ryde and goe in the Kingt highe 
W'ayes and elswhere, havinge with them Crosbowes and little handguns, ready furnished with Quarrellf Gunpowder 
fyer & touche to the great pill and feare of the Kingf most lovinge Subjectf: Foa REFORMACON wherof be it 
enacted ordeyned and established by the Kinge our Soveraigne Lorde the Lordes spuall and temporall and the Comons 
in this p}sent Parliament assembled and by thauctoritie of the same, in maner and fourme followinge That ys to saye ; 
that noe pson or psons of what estate or degree he or they be, excepte he or they in their owne right or in the right of 
his or their Wyeff(' to his or their owne uses or any other to the use of any suche pson or psons, have landes tent(' 
fees annuyties or Officf to the yerely value of one hundred pound(', from or after the laste daye of June next •comynge, 
shall shote in any Crosbowe handgun hagbutt or demy hake, or use or kepe in his or their houses or elswhere any 
Crosbowe handgun hagbut or demy hake, otherwise or in any other manner then ys hereafter in this ~sent Acte declared, 
uppon payne to forfeyt for everie tyme that he or they so offendinge cont"rie to this Acte tenne poundes. 

AND furthermore be· it cnacced by thauctoritie aforesaide that no pson or psons, of what estate or degree soever 
he or they be, from or after the saide laste daye of June shall shote in carye kepe use or have in his house or els where 
any handgune other then suche as shalbe in the stock and gonne of the Ienghe of one hole Yarde, or any hagbutt or 
demyhake other then suche as shalbe in the stock and gune of the lenghe of thre quarters of one Yarde, uppon payne to 
forfeyt for everie tyme that he or they shall carie use or have anye suche Gun being not of the lenghe of one whole 
Yarde or hagbutt or demyhake. beinge not of t!te lenghe of thre quarters of a Yarde, Tenne pound(' sterlinge. 
And that it shalbe laufull to everie pson and psons, web have landes tent(' fees annuyties or officf to the yerelye 
value of one hundred pound(' as ys aforesaide, to seise and take everie suche Crosbowe, and also everie handgun 
beinge in stock and gune shorter in lenghe then one whole Yarde and everie hagbutt and demyhake beinge shorter 
in lenghe then thre quarters of a Yarde, or any of them ; · from the Kepinge or possession of everie suche Offendor 
contrie to the forme of this Acte, and the same Crosbowe or Crosbowes to kepe and reteyne to his or their owne 
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1Se: and also the same handguns hagbuttt' and demyhakt' so seised and taken within twenty dayes next after the 
same seisure or takinge to breake and distroye, upon peyne of fourtye Shillingt' for everie Gune so seised and not 
broken and destroyed, and the same so broken and destroyed to kepe & reteyne to his or their owne use. 

AND be it further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that noe pson or psons, other then suche as have land{' tentf 
rentt' fees annuyties or Offict' to the yerely value of one hundred Poundt' as ys aforesaide, from or after the saide laste 
daye of June, shall carrie or have, in his or their Jomey goinge or ridinge in the King{' highe waye or elswhere, any 
Crosbowe bent or Gune charged or furnished withe Powder fier or touche for the same, Except it be in tyme and 
Service of W arre, upon payne to forfeyt for everie suche Offence tenne pound{'; this p)sent Acte or any thinge therin 
conteyned to the contr"ie notwithstandinge. 

AND be it further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that no pson or psons from the saide laste daye of June 
shall in anywise shote in or withe anye handgune demyhake or hagbutt at any thinge at lardge, within any Cittie 
Boroughe or Markett Towne or within one quarter of a myle of anny Cittie Boroughe or Markett Towne, excepte it 
be at a Butt or Banek of earth in place convenient, or for the defence of his pson or house, upon payne to 
forfeyte for everie suche Shott tenne poundes ; this p)sent Acte or anny thinge therin conteyned to the contrarie 
notwithstandinge. 

AND be it further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that noe pson or psons of what estate or degre soever he or 
they be, shall from or after the saide laste daye of June comaunde any of his or their servauntf to shote in any 
Crosbowe handgune hagbutt or demyhake of his or their saide Masters or of any other psons, at any deare fowle or 
other thinge excepte it be only at a butt or bank of Earth or in the tyme of Warre as ys abovesaide, upon ·payne to 
forfeyt for everie suche offence tenne pound(' : The one moytie of all w<h forfeytures and penalties in this plsent Acte 
above specified shalbe to the Kinge our Soveraigne Lorde his heires and Successors, and thother moytie thereof to the 
partie that will sue for the same by bill playnt accon of Debte or Informac6n in anny of the King{' Court(.' of Recorde 
in whiche suyte noe Essoyne oteccon nor ·wager of )awe shalbe allowed. 

PROVIDED alwaye and be it enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that it shalbe laufull from henceforthe to all Gentlemen 
Yeomen and Servingemen of everie Lorde or Lord(' spuall or temporall and of all Knightt' Esquiers and Gentlemen, 
and to all the Inhabitaunt(' of Citties Boroughes and Markett Townes of this Realme of Englande, to shote withe any 
handgune Demyhake or hagl;mtt at anye butt or bank of Earth onlye in place convenient for the same, so that everie 
suche handgune Demyhake or hagbutt be of the se~all lenghes aforesaide and not under; and that it shalbe laufull 
to everie of the saide Lorde and Lord{' Knight(' Esquiers and Gentlemen, and the lnhabitauntf of everie Cittie 
Boroughe and Markett Towne, to have and kepe in everie of their houses any suche handgune or handgunes of 
the Ienghe of one whole Yarde, or any hagbutt or Demyhake of the lenghe of thre quarters of a Yarde as ys 
aforesaide and not under, to thintent to .use and shote in the same at a butt or banke of Earthe onlye, as ys 
abovesaid, wherbye they and everie of them by thexcise thereof in forme abovesaid may the better ayde and assist 
to the defence of this Realme when nede shall requyre ; this p)sent Acte or any thinge therein conteyned to the 
contr"ie notwithstandinge. 

AND be it further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that it shalbe laufoll to everie pson and psons whiche dwelleth 
and inhabiteth in anye house standinge and being sett distant twoo furlongt' from any Cittie Boroughe or Towne, to 
kepe and have in his saide house for the onelye defence of the same handgunes hagbutt(' and demyhakes beinge of the 
severall lenghes aforesaide and not under, & to use and ex&ise to shote in the same at any butt or bancke of earthe 
nere to his house and not otherwise; Any thinge conteyned in this Acte to the contr•ie notwithstandinge. 

AND furthermore the King(' most lovinge Subjectt' the Lordes spuall and temporall and the Comans in this p)sent 
Parliament assembled, most humblye doe beseche the King{' Majestie that it be further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, 
that all ires patent(' Fraternyties, and also all other placard(' lycences and bill(' assigned heretofore had made or signed 
by his Highnes or by any other authorised by his Highnes ires patent(' under his Great Seale to give licence and placarde 
to shote in Crosbowes & handgunes or any of them, shalbe from and after the saide laste daye of June frustrate voyde 
and of none effecte. 

AND also that it may be further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide that the saide Statute made in th~ saide xxv'h 

Y ere of the King{' most gracious Raigne, and all other Statutt' heretofore made and ovided for thavoydinge and restreynt 
in shotinge of Crosbowes and handguns or for any of them, or for the usinge and kepinge of the same, be from 
henceforth utterlie voyde and of none effecte : Provided alwayes that cverie ocesse suyte or Informac6n conceaved 
comenced and nowe dependinge for any Offence done contr"ie to the forme of the saide Statute made in the said xxv'h 

Y ere of the King(' moste noble Raigne, or of any other Statute made (') pvyded for and conceminge the shotinge in 
Crosbowes and handguns, not repealed, and for the kepinge of the same, shalbe as good and effectual! to the 
parties that have comenced the ( •) and shall stande and be in suche forme effecte and condicon as if this Acte had 

never bene made. 

III. 
Penalty upon 
u_n~ualified Person, 
nding, &c. with 
Guns charged, &c. 

IV. 
None shall shoot at 
large in Cities, &c. 

V. 
None shall order 
their Servants to 
shoot at Deer, &c. 
with Hand.guns. 

Application 
of Penalties. 

VI. 
Shootin11 at Butt, 
wi1h Hand-guns 
allowed. 

VII. 
Hand-guns allowed 
out of Cities for 
Defonce of House~, 
&c, 

VIII, 
Patents, &c. to 
shoot in Crossbows, 
&c. declared void. 
[Bu1m § XIV.] 

IX. 
2s H.VlII. c, 17, 
&c. repealed ; 

Except as to Suits 
depending. 

PROVIDED also that this Acte or any thinge therin conteyned be not in any wise hurtfull or p)judiciall to any pson Proviso f~; Persona 

or psons nowe beinge or that hereafter shalbe appoynted by the King{' Highnes, to kepe receyve or take any Crosbowes ~:~P~!;;{r:sbows, 

or Handguns that shalbe forfeyted or taken within the precinae or lit>tye of the Kingt' forrestf park('. or ch aces, but Foreats : 

that he or they may laufully kepe and reteyne the same Crosbowes or Handguns from tyme to tyme untiil suche tyrne 
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XI. 
Proclamation of 
the Aa in each 
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XII. 
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liable to Penalty 

,~;r:; c¾:st'!s, 
&c, 

xm. 
Offenders may be 
arrested by any 
Peraons. 

XIV. 
Licencea, if given, 
(Stt ~ VIII.) 
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to obey such 
Regulations. 

xv. 
Recovery a11d 
Application of 
Penalties. 

XVI. 
Penalty on Jurors 
charged to enquire 
into Offences, who 
ehall conceal the 
1ame, zos. 
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a$ the further pleasure of the King{' Highnes in that behalfe be to efJy suche pson shewed & declared : Provided also 
that this Acte extende not to the makers of Crosbowes or Handguns, but that they may laufully kepe Crosbowes and 
Handguns Hagbutt(.' and Demyhak.es in their houses, and shott in the same onlye for provinge & assayinge of them at 
a butt or bank of earthe in the place convenient and not otherwise, so that the saide Handguns Hagbutt(.' & Demyhak.(' 
be of the sefJaU lenghes in Stock and Gune as ys above lymitted : Provided also that this Acte nor any thinge therin 
conteyned extende not or be pljudiciall to any Marchaunt(.' whiche have or shall have any Crosbowes Handguns 
Hagbutt(' and Demyhakf or any of them to sell within this Realme and to none other use, so that the same Handguns 
Hagbutt(' and Demyhakf be of the sefJall lenghes in Gune and Stocke as ys above lymitted and not under. 

PROVIDED also that noe manner of parson rune in any daunger or take hurte by reason, of any penaltye or forfeiture 
conteyned in this Acte untill suche tyme as pclamacon be made of the same Acte, within the Countye where the partie 
that shall or maye offende cont"rie to this Acte.dwelleth, by the space of twentye dayes nexte after the makinge of the 
saide 11clamac6n. 

PROVIDED also that yf any manner of pson bringe or cause to be brought withe him into his lodginge or in or to 
any other mans house any Crosbowe or Handgune, that then the penaltye and forfeyture, yf any suche be 0r hereafter 
shalbe forfeited by reason of this Acte, to rune and be onely upon the bringer of the saide Crosbowe and Handgune 
and not to the owner of the same lodginge or house, yf the saide [howner '] of the said lodging or house cause thes aide 
bringer thereof to take & carrie awaye the saide Crosbowe or Handgune agayne withe him at his departinge; anye 
thinge in this Aae made to the cont"rie notwithstandinge. 

AND be it also enacted by thauctoritie of this plsent parliament that if any pson or psons, from or after the laste daye of 
June next comynge, see or fynde any pson or psons offendinge or doinge cont"rie to the forme and effecte of this Acte, 
that then it shalbe laufull to everie suche pson or psons pceyvinge fyndinge or seinge anye suche pson or psons so 
offendinge cont•rie to the fourme of this acte, to arrest and attache eVy suche offendor or offendors and to bringe or 
convey the same to the next Justice of Peace of the same Countye where the said offendor or offendors shalbe founde 
soe offendinge ; .;And that the same Justice of Peace upon a due exiacon and proeff thereof before him had or made by 
his discrecon shall have full power and aucthoritie to sende or comytt the same offendor or offendors to the next Gaole, 
there to remayne till suche tyme as the saide penaltye or forfeyture shalbe trulye contented and. paide by the saide 
offendor ; the one moytie of the same penaltye to be paide to the King(' Highnes and thother moytie thereof to the 
fir&t bringer·or conveyer of the saide offendor to the same Justice of Peace. 

AND be it further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that yf any pson or psons doe at any tyme hereafter obteyne 
gett or purchase, of the King(' Majestie his heires or successors, any placarde licence or bill assigned to shote in any 
Crosbowe Handgun Hagbutt or Demyhake cont•rie to the tenor purporte and effecte of this p)sent acte, that then there 
shalbe conteyned in everie suche placarde licence and bill assigned, at what beast(' fowles or other thinges the saide 
pson or psons so obteyninge any suche placarde licence or bill assigned shall shote, withe any Crosbowe Handgune 
Hagbutt or Demyhake, or els that everie suche placarde licence and bill assigned hereafter to be obteyned gotten or 
purchased shalbe clerely voyde frustrate and of none effecte: And also that everie suche pson or psons so obteyninge 
any suche placarde licence or bill assigned, before they shote in any suche Crosbowe Handgun Hagbutt or Demyhake, 
in any suche manner or forme as shalbe mencioned in any suche placarde licence or bill assigned, shalbe bounden in 
the King(' Courte of Chauncerie by recognizaunce in the some of twenty pound(.' to the King(.' use withe and upon 
condicon that he so obteyninge or havinge the saide licence placarde or bill assigned, shall not shote in any Crosbowe 
Handgune Hagbutt or Demyhake at any other beast(' or fowles then in any suche placarde licence or bill assigned 
shalbe conteyned and specified, and els all suche placardes licencf and bill(' assigned so hereafter to be made to any 
pson or psons not beinge so bounden by recognizaunce in the Courte of Chauncerie as is aforesaide, to be utterlie 
voide and of none effecte. 

AND be it further enacl:ed by thauctoritie aforesaide, that it shalbe laufull to all Justic(' of Peace in their sessions and 
to all Stewardes and Baylieff(' in their seVall leet(.' and lawe dayes to enquyre heare and determyne eVy suche offence 
after the saide laste daye of June to be corriytted and done cont•rie to the tenor of this {>)sent Acte; So that alwayes noe lesse 
fyne then tenne poundes be assessed upon everie suche p)sentment and conviccon made accordinge to the due course of 
the lawe; the same fyne so by the same Justicf of Peace upon everie suche p)sentment and conviccon made before them 
in their Sessions, to be payde and levyed onely to the King(' use ; and the one moytie of everie fyne to be assessed by 
the Stewardf or Baylyfff of any leete or lawe daye, upon everie plsentment and conviccon before them, to be payde and 
levyed to the use of the Kinge our Soveraigne Lorde, and ( •) the other moytie the one halfe to the owner of the saide 
leete or lawe daye by distresse or accon of debte, and thother halfe of the same seconde moytie of the same fyne, to be 
to the partie that will pursue for the same in any of the Kingf Court(' by bill playnte informacon or accon of debte, in 
the whiche none Essoyne 11teccon nor wager of lawe shalbe allowed. 

AND be it further enacted, that yf any Jurie beinge swome and charged to enquyre for the Kinge our SofJaigne Lorde 
before anye Justicf of the Peace or Steward(' of leetf or lawdayes, of any offencf comytted or done cont"rie to this 
p)sent Acl:e, doe wilfullie conceale any of the same off enc(', that then the saide Justic(.' Steward(.' or Bayliff(.' before whom 
any concealment shalbe had and done, shall have auctoritie by vertue of this p)sent Acte from tyme to tyme to chardge 
and sweare an other Jurie of twelve or mo good and substantiall honest psons to enquire of everie suche concealment, 
and if any suche concealment be founde and presented by the saide Jurie so chardged to enquyre of the same, that 

1 owner O. • of O. 
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then everie one of the saide fyrste J urie that so did conceale the same, shall leese and forfeyt for everie suche 
concelement of e~ suche offence twenty shilling(' ; All whiche forfeytures and penaltyes of twentye shilling(' for everie 
such concealment of everie suche offence so found and p)sented before the same Justic(' of Peace shall holye be levyed and 
payde to the King(' use, and the moytie of all the same forfeytures and penaltyes of twenty shilling(', so founde and 
j>}sented before the Steward(' or Bayliff(' of any leete or lawdaye, shalbe levied and paide..to the use of the owner of the 
saide leete or lawdaye by distresse or accon of debte, and thother moytie thereof to be to the partie or parties that will 
sue for the same by acc6n informac6n bill or playnte in any of the Kingf Court(', in the whiche acc6ns informac6ns 
bill(' or playntf ilo wager of !awe essoyne nor ~tecc6n shalbe allowed. 

PROVIDED alwaies and be it enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that yf any pson or psons hereafter in any parte do 
offende or do contr"ie to the purvewe and remedy of this Acte, whereupon cause of Acc6n for the same offence shalbe 
geven to the Kinge his heires or successors or to any other pson or psons that will sue by vertue of this Acte for the 
punyshment of the saide offence or forfeytures, that yf the Kinge our Soveraigne Lorde his heires or successors within 
one yere next and ymediatlye afler suche offencf and forfeytures had and made do not pursue their acc6n or acc6ns so 
given by this Acte or cause exaiacon upon suche default(' and offencf to be had and made before their counsaile, or 
other p)sentmentf thereof to be had accordinge to the meanynge of the same Acte, and everie other pson whiche hereafter 
by vertue of this Acte maye have accon or accons suyte or informacon upon this Statute within halfe a yere next and 
ymediatlye after suche offencf or forfeitures had and made do not comence their suytf informac6n accons or plsentmentf 
of and upon the said forfeytt' by acc6n or otherwise as in this plsent Acte ys lymited and declared, that then aswell the 
Kinge our SoVaigne Lorde his heires and successors, after one yere next after suche offencf and forfeytf had and 
made yf no suyte in his or their name be taken by accon or otherwise as ys before explssed before the same yere 
ended & de\'myned, as everie other pson after halfe yere next after like Offencf had and done in the fourme 
aforesaide yf noe suyte thereupon be taken by none of them in fourme above declared, be utterly excluded and 
debarred of their saide suytf accons Informacons and exaiacons to them g-yven by vertue of the saide Acte, and 
the partyes and eVy of them so offendinge shalbe of all suche Offencf and forfeytf clerely dischardged an<l quytt ; 
Any thinge in this Acte comprised to the cont"rie notwithstandinge. 

PaovmED alwayes and be it enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide that this plsent Acte ne any thinge therin conteyned 
shall in anywise extende or be pljudiciall unto the Kingf Subject(' resident or inhabitinge nere unto the Coastf of the 
Sea in any parte of this Realme, their houses bemge not above fyve myles distant from the same Costf, nor also to 
any of the saide Subject(' inliabitinge within twelve myles of the borders of Scotlande, nor to any the Kingf Subject(' 
Inhabitauntf' of the Towne and Marches of Callice, nor to any of the Inhabit"untf of the Isles of Jersey Gernesey 
Anglesey and the Isles of Weight and Man, but that it shalbe laufull for everie of the saide Inhabitauntf' at 
all tymes hereafter to have excise and use their handguns hagbuttf and' demyhakes of the Ienghes abovesaide 
within the lymytt(' and Isles abovesaide,. so that it be at noe manner of Dere heron Shoveler fesant partriche 
Wild Swanne or Wilde Elke or any of them ; this p)sent Acte or any thinge therin conteyned to the contr"ie 
notwithstandinge. 

PnovIDED also that this Acte ne any thinge therin conteyned be in anywise hurtfull or p)judiciall to any ~v"nte 
or pson that hereafter, from the saide laste daye of June, shall bend beare carrie charge use or assaye anye Crosbowe 
or any handgun demyhake or hagbutt of the lenghes abovesaide, by the comaundment of his Lorde [and'] Master so 
that the saide ~v•nte or pson doe not shote at any fowle Dere or other Game of what K ynd or nature soever they 
be; nor also to any suche ~v•nte pson or psons that shall after the saide last daye of June beare or convey any Crosbowe 
handgun hagbutt or Demyhake of the lenghes aforesaide to any place or places, by the comaundment of his Jorde 
or master that maye shote by auctoritie of this Acte, to be amended repayred delyvered or assayed ; so that the 
saide Servaunte or other pson so bringinge or conveyinge the saide Crosbowe handgun hagbutt or demyhake have 
redye to shewe to e~y pson requiring the sight thereof one licence in Writinge sealed or subscribed by his saidc 
Lorde or Master to carrie and convey the same Crosbowe handgun hagbutt or demyhake to thintent to be amended 
repayred assayed or delivered as ys aforesaide. 

PROVIDED alwaies that this Acte or any thinge conteyned therein shall not extende to any Owner of any Shippe, for 
having or kepinge of any handgun hagbutt or demyhake of the se~all lenghes in this Acte explssed or under, 
only to be had and occupied within their Shippe or other Vessell, or for the carriage and recarriage of them or any of 
them on lande, or kepinge of them for the on lye excise and occupyinge of them within their saide Shippe or Vessell ; 
Anye thinge in this Acte to the contr"ie in any wise notwithstandinge. 

1 or O. 
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For promoting 
Union between 
England and 
Scotland, ctrtain 
Engli,h Acu 
ttptaled; -riz. 
4- H. V. It. 2, c. 7· 
Ldten of Marque, 
1gainst the Scott, 

33 H. Vlll. c. 6. 
§ 18. Crou-Bowt, 
&c. on the Borders. 

JI, 
Repeal of certain 
other Engli1h 
Acts,"17 .. 
7 Ric.IJ, C, 16. 
lmp0rtation 
of Arms, &c. 
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31 H.VI. c. 3. 
March L aw ; 
7 H. VII. c. 6. 
Scotchmen leaving 
England; 
13 H.VIII. c. 16. 
1 Eliz. c. 7· 
exporting Hone• 
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2,3 P.&-M. C.J . 

1) Eliz. c, 4· 
letting Landt 
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of all other 
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The Effect of thi1 
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A uunnce with 
Engli1h; 
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Tttn;- J11,. II. 
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England. 

Tnnf, Jae. Ill. 
Rc,uting Ed. IV.; 
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T-,,. Ja,, fTl . 
Marriage of 
Bordcrcu; 
Englillh holding 
Land in Scotbnd, 
&c. 

4° JAc. I. c. 1. A.D.1606-7, 

CHAPTER I. 

AN ACT for the utter abolicion of all memory of Hostilitie and the Dependances thereof beweene England and 
Scotland, and for the repressinge of occasions of Discord and Disorders in tyme to come. 

FOR the honour weale and good of theis two mightie famous and auncient Kingdomes of England and Scotland, 
and for the furtheraunce and advancement of the happie Union already begun in his Majesties Royall peon: 

BE it enacted by the Kinges most excellent Majestie w" the Assent of the I.orde Spiritual! and Temporall and the 
Comons in this plsent Parliament assembled and by the Authoritie of the same, That one Act made in the fowrth 
yeere of the Reigne of King Henrie the Fifth, whereby it is enacted, that ires of Marte or Reprisall be granted 
against the People of Scotland, in case where the Subjecte of England have beene spoyled and have complayned and 
not receaved Redresse, shall for soe much thereof as soe concerneth the People of Scotland, be utterlie repealed and 
made void : And also that one Proviso conteyned in an Act made in the three and thirteth yeare of the Reigne of 
Kinge Henry the Eighte, by which Proviso the Kinge Majesties Subjecte inhabitinge within Twelve Myles of the Borden 
of Scotland are allowed and pmitted to use Crossebowes Handgunns Hackbuttf or Demyhakes, or to use or 
keepe in bis or their Howses or elswhere any such Crossebowes Handgunes Hackbu11e and Demyhakes, for soe 
much of the said Proviso as soe con@neth such as shall inhabite within Twelve Miles of the said late Bordero, 
shalbc utterlie repealed and made void. 

AN o be it further enacted by the Authoritie aforesaid, That theis other Statutes hereafter followinge, That is to 
say, One Act made in the seaventh yea re of the Raigne of Kinge Richard the Second, whereby it is enacted, That noe 
Armour Victual! or other Refreshment be caried into Scotland, uppon paine of seizure or forfeiture; And one other 
Act made in the one and thirteth yeere of the Rcigne of Kinge Henry the Sixt, wherebie it is enacted, That March 
Lawe be not used.out of the Circuit of the Counties of Norrhumtiland Cumberland and WestJiland or the Towne of 
Newecastle; And one other Statute made in the seventh yeere of the Reigne of Kinge Henry the Seaventh, whereby 
it is enacted, That Scottishmen should avoyde out of the Realme of England within a tyme plfixed ; And one other 
Statute made in the three and twenteth yeere of the Reigne of Kinge Henrie the Eighte ; And a like Statute made in 
the fir,;t yeere of the Reigne of the late Queene Elizabeth, whereby the conveying• of Horses out of England into 
Scotland is made Felonic ; And one other Statute made in the second and third yeeres of the Reigne of Kinge Philip 
and Queene Mary ; And the like Statute made in the three and twenteth yeere of the Reigne of the late Queene 
Elizabeth, wherebie it is enacted, That noe I.andes or Tenemente be lett to Scottishmen uppon the Borders ; ahalbe 
utterlie abrogated repealed and made void : And if there had appeared any other Statute of this Realme of 
England, wherein any thinge is ordeyned enacted or established expresly and by Name against Scottishmen as 
Enimyes, or Scotland as an Enemye Countrye, to the Kinge of this Realme or the State of the same, ,'lee should 
for soe much of them as had soe con&ned Scotrishmen or Scotland have utterly abrogated and adnulled the 
same, seinge all Enmitie and Hostilitie of former tymes betweene the two Kingdomes and People is nowe 
happily taken away, and under the Goverment of his Majestie, as under one Parent and Head turned into 
fra?nitye or brotherlie Frindship. 

PaovIDED nevertheles and be it enacted by the Authoritie of this plsent Parliament, That none of the Articles 
Brauncbes or Clauses abovesaid in this Act before conteyned and explssed, shall take effect or be in force or in any 
wise be deemed or expounded to take effect or be in force to any intent construcc6n or purpose until theis Act(' 
of Parliament of the Realme of Scotland hereafter followinge, That is to say, One Act made in the tyme of James 
the First, Kinge of Scotland, by which it was enacted, That all psons remayning in England without the King(' License 
did comytt Treason ; One other Act made in the tyme of the said Kinge James the First, wherebie any Assurance with 
Englishe men for takinge eteccion from them for Landes or Goode, is Treason; One other Act [in') the same King(' 
tyme, inhibiting all buyinge and scllinge of Englishe Goode forbidden, under payne of Escheate; One other Act made 
in the tyme of James the Second, Kinge of Scotland, that none should passe into England in tyme of Warre w"out 
Licence, under payne of Treason ; One other Act made in the Reigne of the saide Kinge James the Second conteyninge 
that noe Englishman come intu Scotland without conduct, and that noe Scottishman sit under Assurance w .. them; 
One other Acte of the oame Kinge rymc, That noe Scottishman supply Barwick or Roxburgh, under paine of 
Treason; One other Act made in the ryme of the said Kinge James the Second, That all men be ready for Defence of 
the Realme against England ; Two Acre made in the tyme of James the Third, King of Scotland, for resisting Kinge 
Edward the Fourth; One other Act made in the tyme of the said King James the Third, con@ning the upholding of 
Barwicke and Garisons upon the Borders ; One Act made in the Reigne of Mary late Queene of Scotland, by which it 
was enacted, That Scottishmen are charged to leave Assurance w,. Englishmen ; One other Acte made in the tyme of 
the saide Queene Marie, conPninge assured Scotrishmen assisting• the English Armye; One Act made in the Parliament 
of Scotland, in the tyme of the most happie Reigne of our most gracious Soveraigne Lord the Kinge that nowe is, 
conteyninge that the Scottish Borderers are discharged to marry English Borderers Daughters; And lastlye one other 
Act made in the tyme of our said Sovercigne Lorde the Kinge, injoynioge the Warden to putt in a Bill the Names of 
all Englishmen that occupie I.ande in Scotland and seeke Redresse accordinge to the Treaties; shall by Act of 
Parliament of the said Realme of Scotland be utterlie repealed frustrate and made voide ; And until! alsoe the said 
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Back to full view

Bill of Rights [1688]

Bill of Rights [1688]

1688 CHAPTER 2 1 Will and Mar Sess 2

An Act declareing the Rights and Liberties of the Subject and Setleing the Succession of the Crowne.

Whereas the Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Comons assembled at Westminster lawfully fully and freely representing all the Estates of the People of this Realme did upon the
thirteenth day of February in the yeare of our Lord one thousand six hundred eighty eight present unto their Majesties then called and known by the Names and Stile of William and
Mary Prince and Princesse of Orange being present in their proper Persons a certaine Declaration in Writeing made by the said Lords and Comons in the Words following viz

The Heads of Declaration of Lords and Commons, recited.

Whereas the late King James the Second by the Assistance of diverse evill Councellors Judges and Ministers imployed by him did endeavour to subvert and extirpate the Protestant
Religion and the Lawes and Liberties of this Kingdome.

Dispensing and Suspending Power.

By Assumeing and Exerciseing a Power of Dispensing with and Suspending of Lawes and the Execution of Lawes without Consent of Parlyament.

Committing Prelates.

By Committing and Prosecuting diverse Worthy Prelates for humbly Petitioning to be excused from Concurring to the said Assumed Power.

Ecclesiastical Commission.

By issueing and causeing to be executed a Commission under the Great Seale for Erecting a Court called The Court of Commissioners for Ecclesiasticall Causes.

Levying Money.

By Levying Money for and to the Use of the Crowne by pretence of Prerogative for other time and in other manner then the same was granted by Parlyament.

Standing Army.

By raising and keeping a Standing Army within this Kingdome in time of Peace without Consent of Parlyament and Quartering Soldiers contrary to Law.

Disarming Protestants, &c.

By causing severall good Subjects being Protestants to be disarmed at the same time when Papists were both Armed and Imployed contrary to Law.

Violating Elections.

By Violating the Freedome of Election of Members to serve in Parlyament.

Illegal Prosecutions.

By Prosecutions in the Court of Kings Bench for Matters and Causes cognizable onely in Parlyament and by diverse other Arbitrary and Illegall Courses.

Juries.

And whereas of late yeares Partiall Corrupt and Unqualifyed Persons have beene returned and served on Juryes in Tryalls and particularly diverse Jurors in Tryalls for High Treason
which were not Freeholders,

Excessive Bail.

And excessive Baile hath beene required of Persons committed in Criminall Cases to elude the Benefitt of the Lawes made for the Liberty of the Subjects.

Fines.

And excessive Fines have beene imposed.

Punishments.

And illegall and cruell Punishments inflicted.

Grants of Fines, &c. before Conviction, &c.

And severall Grants and Promises made of Fines and Forfeitures before any Conviction or Judgement against the Persons upon whome the same were to be levyed. All which are
utterly directly contrary to the knowne Lawes and Statutes and Freedome of this Realme.

Recital that the late King James II. had abdicated the Government, and that the Throne was vacant, and that the Prince of Orange had written Letters to the Lords and
Commons for the choosing Representatives in Parliament.

Previous Next: Provision
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And whereas the said late King James the Second haveing Abdicated the Government and the Throne being thereby Vacant His [ Hignesse] the Prince of Orange (whome it hath
pleased Almighty God to make the glorious Instrument of Delivering this Kingdome from Popery and Arbitrary Power) did (by the Advice of the Lords Spirituall and Temporall and
diverse principall Persons of the Commons) cause Letters to be written to the Lords Spirituall and Temporall being Protestants and other Letters to the severall Countyes Cityes
Universities Burroughs and Cinque Ports for the Choosing of such Persons to represent them as were of right to be sent to Parlyament to meete and sitt at Westminster upon the two
and twentyeth day of January in this Yeare one thousand six hundred eighty and eight in order to such an Establishment as that their Religion Lawes and Liberties might not againe
be in danger of being Subverted, Upon which Letters Elections haveing beene accordingly made.

The Subject’s Rights.

And thereupon the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons pursuant to their respective Letters and Elections being now assembled in a full and free Representative of this
Nation takeing into their most serious Consideration the best meanes for attaining the Ends aforesaid Doe in the first place (as their Auncestors in like Case have usually done) for
the Vindicating and Asserting their auntient Rights and Liberties, Declare

Dispensing Power.

That the pretended Power of Suspending of Laws or the Execution of Laws by Regall Authority without Consent of Parlyament is illegall.

Late dispensing Power.

That the pretended Power of Dispensing with Laws or the Execution of Laws by Regall Authoritie as it hath beene assumed and exercised of late is illegall.

Ecclesiastical Courts illegal.

That the Commission for erecting the late Court of Commissioners for Ecclesiasticall Causes and all other Commissions and Courts of like nature are Illegall and Pernicious.

Levying Money.

That levying Money for or to the Use of the Crowne by pretence of Prerogative without Grant of Parlyament for longer time or in other manner then the same is or shall be granted is
Illegall.

Right to petition.

That it is the Right of the Subjects to petition the King and all Commitments and Prosecutions for such Petitioning are Illegall.

Standing Army.

That the raising or keeping a standing Army within the Kingdome in time of Peace unlesse it be with Consent of Parlyament is against Law.

Subjects’ Arms.

That the Subjects which are Protestants may have Arms for their Defence suitable to their Conditions and as allowed by Law.

Freedom of Election.

That Election of Members of Parlyament ought to be free.

Freedom of Speech.

That the Freedome of Speech and Debates or Proceedings in Parlyament ought not to be impeached or questioned in any Court or Place out of Parlyament.

Excessive Bail.

That excessive Baile ought not to be required nor excessive Fines imposed nor cruell and unusuall Punishments inflicted.

Juries.

That Jurors ought to be duely impannelled and returned . . . 

Grants of Forfeitures.

That all Grants and Promises of Fines and Forfeitures of particular persons before Conviction are illegall and void.

Frequent Parliaments.

And that for Redresse of all Grievances and for the amending strengthening and preserveing of the Lawes Parlyaments ought to be held frequently.

The said Rights claimed. Tender of the Crown. Regal Power exercised. Limitation of the Crown.

And they doe Claime Demand and Insist upon all and singular the Premises as their undoubted Rights and Liberties and that noe Declarations Judgements Doeings or Proceedings
to the Prejudice of the People in any of the said Premisses ought in any wise to be drawne hereafter into Consequence or Example. To which Demand of their Rights they are
particularly encouraged by the Declaration of this Highnesse the Prince of Orange as being the onely meanes for obtaining a full Redresse and Remedy therein. Haveing therefore an
intire Confidence That his said Highnesse the Prince of Orange will perfect the Deliverance soe farr advanced by him and will still preserve them from the Violation of their Rights
which they have here asserted and from all other Attempts upon their Religion Rights and Liberties. The said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons assembled at Westminster
doe Resolve That William and Mary Prince and Princesse of Orange be and be declared King and Queene of England France and Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging to
hold the Crowne and Royall Dignity of the said Kingdomes and Dominions to them the said Prince and Princesse dureing their Lives and the Life of the Survivour of them And that the
sole and full Exercise of the Regall Power be onely in and executed by the said Prince of Orange in the Names of the said Prince and Princesse dureing their joynt Lives And after
their Deceases the said Crowne and Royall Dignitie of the said Kingdoms and Dominions to be to the Heires of the Body of the said Princesse And for default of such Issue to the
Princesse Anne of Denmarke and the Heires of her Body And for default of such Issue to the Heires of the Body of the said Prince of Orange. And the Lords Spirituall and Temporall
and Commons doe pray the said Prince and ( ) Princesse to accept the same accordingly.

New Oaths of Allegiance, &c.

And that the Oathes hereafter mentioned be taken by all Persons of whome the Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy might be required by Law instead of them And that the said
Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy be abrogated.

Allegiance.

I A B doe sincerely promise and sweare That I will be faithfull and beare true Allegiance to their Majestyes King William and Queene Mary Soe helpe me God.

Supremacy.

I A B doe sweare That I doe from my Heart Abhorr, Detest and Abjure as Impious and Hereticall this damnable Doctrine and Position That Princes Excommunicated or Deprived by
the Pope or any Authority of the See of Rome may be deposed or murdered by their Subjects or any other whatsoever. And I doe declare That noe Forreigne Prince Person Prelate,
State or Potentate hath or ought to have any Jurisdiction Power Superiority Preeminence or Authoritie Ecclesiasticall or Spirituall within this Realme Soe helpe me God.
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Acceptance of the Crown. The Two Houses to sit. Subjects’ Liberties to be allowed, and Ministers hereafter to serve according to the same. William and Mary declared
King and Queen. Limitation of the Crown. Papists debarred the Crown. Every King, &c. shall make the Declaration of 30 Car. II. If under 12 Years old, to be done after
Attainment thereof. King’s and Queen’s Assent

Upon which their said Majestyes did accept the Crowne and Royall Dignitie of the Kingdoms of England France and Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging according to the
Resolution and Desire of the said Lords and Commons contained in the said Declaration. And thereupon their Majestyes were pleased That the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall
and Commons being the two Houses of Parlyament should continue to sitt and with their Majesties Royall Concurrence make effectuall Provision for the Setlement of the Religion
Lawes and Liberties of this Kingdome soe that the same for the future might not be in danger againe of being subverted, To which the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and
Commons did agree and proceede to act accordingly. Now in pursuance of the Premisses the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons in Parlyament assembled for the
ratifying confirming and establishing the said Declaration and the Articles Clauses Matters and Things therein contained by the Force of a Law made in due Forme by Authority of
Parlyament doe pray that it may be declared and enacted That all and singular the Rights and Liberties asserted and claimed in the said Declaration are the true auntient and
indubitable Rights and Liberties of the People of this Kingdome and soe shall be esteemed allowed adjudged deemed and taken to be and that all and every the particulars aforesaid
shall be firmly and strictly holden and observed as they are expressed in the said Declaration And all Officers and Ministers whatsoever shall serve their Majestyes and their
Successors according to the same in all times to come. And the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons seriously considering how it hath pleased Almighty God in his
marvellous Providence and mercifull Goodness to this Nation to provide and preserve their said Majestyes Royall Persons most happily to Raigne over us upon the Throne of their
Auncestors for which they render unto him from the bottome of their Hearts their humblest Thanks and Praises doe truely firmely assuredly and in the Sincerity of their Hearts thinke
and doe hereby recognize acknowledge and declare That King James the Second haveing abdicated the Government and their Majestyes haveing accepted the Crowne and Royall
Dignity [ as] aforesaid Their said Majestyes did become were are and of right ought to be by the Lawes of this Realme our Soveraigne Liege Lord and Lady King and Queene of
England France and Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging in and to whose Princely Persons the Royall State Crowne and Dignity of the said Realmes with all Honours
Stiles Titles Regalities Prerogatives Powers Jurisdictions and Authorities to the same belonging and appertaining are most fully rightfully and intirely invested and incorporated united
and annexed And for preventing all Questions and Divisions in this Realme by reason of any pretended Titles to the Crowne and for preserveing a Certainty in the Succession thereof
in and upon which the Unity Peace Tranquillity and Safety of this Nation doth under God wholly consist and depend The said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons doe
beseech their Majestyes That it may be enacted established and declared That the Crowne and Regall Government of the said Kingdoms and Dominions with all and singular the
Premisses thereunto belonging and appertaining shall bee and continue to their said Majestyes and the Survivour of them dureing their Lives and the Life of the Survivour of them
And that the entire perfect and full Exercise of the Regall Power and Government be onely in and executed by his Majestie in the Names of both their Majestyes dureing their joynt
Lives And after their deceases the said Crowne and Premisses shall be and remaine to the Heires of the Body of her Majestie and for default of such Issue to her Royall Highnesse
the Princess Anne of Denmarke and the Heires of her Body and for default of such Issue to the Heires of the Body of his said Majestie And thereunto the said Lords Spirituall and
Temporall and Commons doe in the Name of all the People aforesaid most humbly and faithfully submitt themselves their Heires and Posterities for ever and doe faithfully promise
That they will stand to maintaine and defend their said Majesties and alsoe the Limitation and Succession of the Crowne herein specified and contained to the utmost of their Powers
with their Lives and Estates against all Persons whatsoever that shall attempt any thing to the contrary. And whereas it hath beene found by Experience that it is inconsistent with the
Safety and Welfaire of this Protestant Kingdome to be governed by a Popish Prince ... the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons doe further pray that it may be
enacted That all and every person and persons that is are or shall be reconciled to or shall hold Communion with the See or Church of Rome or shall professe the Popish Religion

... shall be excluded and be for ever uncapeable to inherit possesse or enjoy the Crowne and Government of this Realme and Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging or
any part of the same or to have use or exercise any Regall Power Authoritie or Jurisdiction within the same [ And in all and every such Case or Cases the People of these
Realmes shall be and are hereby absolved of their Allegiance] And the said Crowne and Government shall from time to time descend to and be enjoyed by such person or persons
being Protestants as should have inherited and enjoyed the same in case the said person or persons soe reconciled holding Communion or Professing ... as aforesaid were
naturally dead [ And that every King and Queene of this Realme who at any time hereafter shall come to and succeede in the Imperiall Crowne of this Kingdome shall on the first
day of the meeting of the first Parlyament next after his or her comeing to the Crowne sitting in his or her Throne in the House of Peeres in the presence of the Lords and Commons
therein assembled or at his or her Coronation before such person or persons who shall administer the Coronation Oath to him or her at the time of his or her takeing the said Oath
(which shall first happen) make subscribe and audibly repeate the Declaration mentioned in the Statute made in the thirtyeth yeare of the Raigne of King Charles the Second
Entituled An Act for the more effectuall Preserveing the Kings Person and Government by disableing Papists from sitting in either House of Parlyament But if it shall happen that such
King or Queene upon his or her Succession to the Crowne of this Realme shall be under the Age of twelve yeares then every such King or Queene shall make subscribe and audibly
repeate the said Declaration at his or her Coronation or the first day of the meeting of the first Parlyament as aforesaid which shall first happen after such King or Queene shall have
attained the said Age of twelve yeares.] All which Their Majestyes are contented and pleased shall be declared enacted and established by authoritie of this present Parliament and
shall stand remaine and be the Law of this Realme for ever And the same are by their said Majesties by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spirituall and Temporall and
Commons in Parlyament assembled and by the authoritie of the same declared enacted and established accordingly

Editorial Information
The Bill of Rights is assigned to the year 1688 on legislation.gov.uk (as it was previously in successive official editions of the revised statutes from which the online version is derived)
although the Act received Royal Assent on 16th December 1689. This follows the practice adopted in The Statutes of the Realm, Vol. VI (1819), in the Chronological Table in that volume
and all subsequent Chronological Tables of the Statutes, which attach all the Acts in 1 Will and Mar sess 2 to the year 1688. The first Parliament of William and Mary (the Convention
Parliament) convened on 13th February 1689 (1688 in the old style calendar - until 1st Jan 1752 the calendar year began on March 25th). It appears that all the Acts of that Parliament
(both sessions) were treated as being Acts of 1688 using the old method of reckoning, according to which, until 1793, all Acts passed in a session of Parliament with no specified
commencement date were deemed to be passed in the year in which that session began (see Acts of Parliament (Commencement) Act 1793 (c 13)). The Short Titles Act 1896 (c. 14)
gave to chapter 2 of 1 Will and Mar sess 2 the title "The Bill of Rights", without attributing it to any calendar year. In the Republic of Ireland, the Short Titles Act 1896 (c 14) has been
amended to add "1688" to the short title of The Bill of Rights as it continues to have effect there (see Statute Law Revision Act 2007, Act of the Oireachtas No 28 of 2007, s 5(a)).

Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: Highnesse O. [O. refers to a collection in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge]

Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: and O. [O. refers to a collection in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge]

interlined on the Roll.

annexed to the Original Act in a separate Schedule.

annexed to the Original Act in a separate Schedule.

Textual Amendments

Words repealed by (E.W.) Juries Act 1825 (c. 50), s. 62 and (N.I.) Statute Law Revision Act 1950 (c. 6), Sch. 1

Words in s. 1 omitted (26.3.2015) by virtue of Succession to the Crown Act 2013 (c. 20), s. 5, Sch. para. 2(a) (with Sch. para. 5); S.I. 2015/894, art. 2

Words in s. 1 omitted (26.3.2015) by virtue of Succession to the Crown Act 2013 (c. 20), s. 5, Sch. para. 2(b) (with Sch. para. 5); S.I. 2015/894, art. 2

Words in s. 1 omitted (26.3.2015) by virtue of Succession to the Crown Act 2013 (c. 20), s. 5, Sch. para. 2(c) (with Sch. para. 5); S.I. 2015/894, art. 2

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

Short title "The Bill of Rights" given by Short Titles Act 1896 (c. 14), Sch. 1

Act declared to be a Statute by Crown and Parliament Recognition Act 1689 (c. 1)

X4

F2

F3
X5

F4
X6
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C3 S. 1 amended by Accession Declaration Act 1910 (c. 29), s. 1
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J oHN° MoNTGoM·ERlE, Efq; Governor.' ·I93 
4th GEORGE II~ 

C H A P. DLIV. A. D, 173o, 
,, ' ~ 

An ACT for the Ju,-ther continuing the Currency of the Bills -of. Credit Jlruck 
and iffued in the Year One'l'boufand Se'lien Hundred and Twenty, to theValueof SeEe C,hadp. s11:3z.,, 

':1/~ d f Pl J • h r:r'· h · · d xpirc I O( Five Thoufan Oun'ces o ate, uur.mg t e "J. tme t erem menttone • s,p1rmbrrt 1733• 
Pafs'd the 17th of Od:ooer, 1730; 

C HA P. DLV, 
An ACT for the better cleqring, regulating, and further laying outpublick continued by 

Hig~rr.vays in Kings Count.,v1 ~ens County, Richmond County, and Orange Chap. 581. 

County. Pafs'd the 29th of Od:ober, 1730. 

C H A P. DLVI. 
An A.CT for naturalizing Herman·Winkler, and othe,-·. the Perfom dherein Private, 

mentioned. 
Pafs'd the 29th of October, 1730, 

0 
C H A P, bLVII, .Expired at 

1
t111l 

.An ACT to prevent the Dejlruc!:ion of Sheep, by Dogs, in the Citj and County of ::£i0:{ at;r ~~! 
Albany, the _County efVVefichefl:er, /he County ef Suffolk, ~ens County, Kings 29th of oaobe~,, 

County, Richmond County, and Orange County. cFti ~~t rr1
• 

Pafs'd the ~9th of October, 1730. 7~4. or Y ap, 

. C H A · P, . DLVIIf. · . . E;pircd at the 

.An .A:CT far the Relief of info/vent Dehtors wtthin the Colony of New-:oYork, lnd of the firft 
· · 'h R•r.i a l Ji ;t,. ~1-· h · p ~n · ' Scffions after the wtt ejpec;~. ta t'Je mpr!Jonment (!J t etr etjOJZS. :zgth of oaoi,r 

. , Pafs'd the 29th of October, 1730, 1731. , 

C H A P. Dtl:X. o 0 

.lhz ACT to prevent th, taking or ie'IJjing on Specialties, more than the principal Rcp~aled by tho 
JJ.1terefl and Cefls qf Suit, and ot~er Purprfes therein mentioned. King, tht: 1 zth of 

Pafs'd the 29th of Od:ober, 1730 , .Augufl, 1 7 3 1 
•· 

C H A P. DtX. . 
~1n A.C 'r far tbe n:ore · ejfeEtual preventing and punijhing the 

Confptracy_ and Infurrelltonof Negroes and other S!a'IJes; for the better regulati11g 
· them,. and for 'repealing the Acts the,-ein mentioned, relating thereto . 

.Jo Pafs'd the 29th of Od:ober, 1730. 

WHEilEAS ma.ny Mifchicfs have been occafion~d by . the . too• great 
Liber,ty allowed to Negro and other Slaves; and that fome of the 

,f\cts relating thereto, arc expired, and others not fully anfwering the good 
Purpofes thereby intended, the General Affembly therefore pray It may be 
enacted; · 

r,c~mblc, 

I. inn be it <ZBnaltell by /Jt's Excei/encj the G01Jernor, the Council, mid the 
Gmeral AJ!emb!y, and it is hereby Enalled by the Autbcrity ef the fame, That no 
l'crfon · or Perfons do hereafter, throughout this Colony, prefume to trade or ro!c~~~fi,;n ~f{~ 
traffick with any Slave or Slaves, either in buying or felling,' without Leave Slaves. 
and Confent of the: Mailer or Mifirefs of fuch Slave or Slaves, on Forfeiture of 
tr~hle the Value of th.c Thing-or Things traded for, and alfo the Sum of Five 
Pormds, current lawful Money, to the Mafi:er or Miftrefs of fuch Slave or Slaves, 

C .c c · · for 
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4th GE.ORGF. II. 
l\, µ. I Jl<>, 

-.......-v--v 

Penalty an Pcr­
fon3 for !tiling 
llrong Liquor, to 
SlaHi, 

Slaves may be 
P'J n ifhed by their 
MallcrJ or 
Ow.ncrs. 

Not :ibovc three 
Sfa vcs to meet 
together. 

E31\ Town and 
Manoi, may ap­
point a common 
Whipper for their 
Sl.vc,. 

LAWS of NEW-TORK. 

for each Offence; to be recover.ed .jf frich Perfun or Perfons fo trading, contra .. 
ry to the true Intent and Meaning of this A~, by Acl:ion of Debt, in any Court 
of Reco_rd within this Colony, where fuch Sum or Sums ~s cognizable; and all 
Contracts and Bargains made with any Slave or Slaves, fhall be utterly void. 

II. ·· AND whereas, . notwith.fl:and1ng fundry Law's paffed heretofore in this 
Colony, for the Pnrpofes above mentioned, feveral evil-difpofed Perfons, having 
Nothing in View but their private Gain1 do clandeilinely trade and trf!ffick with 
Slave5 .: For Remedy \.':hP.rcof, 'JJ3e it flEnafteb by the A1_1thority aforefaid, That 
if any Perfon or PcriGus within this Colony, £hall, from and after the Publica­
tion of this AB:> foil :my Rum cir otber Strong Liquor, ,to any Negro, Indian, 
or Mulatto SJ.we or · Slaves, er fhall buy or take 'in . Pawn from them, any 
\Vares,' Mcrchandizes, Appare11 Tools, Inftru~ents, or any other Kind of 
Goods whatcvcr1 and 1l1all thereof be ·accufed by the Ma1ler or Mifi:refs of fuch. 
Slave or Slaves, or by any other Perfon or Perfons, before any one Jufiice of 
the Pence in the City or County where the Offender '£hall dwell or refide, fhall 
fol'feit and pay the Sum of Fortj Shillings for every (uch Offence, to be recove­
red ,vith Cofts, before the fa1d Jufrice of the Peace, or before any other 
Juft~ce dwelling where fuch Offence.ii, committed ; who is hereby firictly 
required and dirccced to hear, and finally to determine the fame ; unlefs the 
Pe,rfon or Perfons accufcd, as abovef.'lid, do take his, her, . or . their corporal 
Oath, (which Oath the faid Jufl:ice is .hereby impowered to adminifter) That 
he, lhc, or they, have not, either by themfclves, or 'by any other .Perfon · or 
Perfons on his, her, or their Behalf, directly or indirectly, fold, bought or 
taken in Pawn any of the Thing or Things of which he, ilie, or they- il1all be 
accufcd, in Manner as aforefaid; which Forfeiture !hall be one Half to the 
Informer, the other Half for the Pqor of the City·, Town, Manor, or Precinct 
where fuch Offence is committed; and upon Non-payment of the above-men.;; 
tioned P~nalty, th_e offending Party or Parties, fhall be, by the faid Juil:ices, 
c0111mitted to the common Goal, there to remain for the Space of twenty Days,. · 
unlefs the faid Penalty be fooner paid. · 

-·. 

III. ·atlll 6eit tUJtbe1 '1!:l1affeb /Jy tht fame Atfthor,ty, That hereafter it iball 
and may be lawful for any Maller or IY.Iiftrefs to puni{h his, her, or their Slave 
or Slaves, for theirCrimes.and fi>Jfences, at Difcretion,. not extending to Life 
or Limb, .. . . '· . . 

IV. AND forafmuch as the Number ,of Sfovts 1A die Cities of New:.:lork and 
Albany, as 'alfo · within the' Jeveral Counties, ·. J"o'wns aiid Manbrs ·· ,vithin thi& 
Colony, dQth daily 1ncreafe, und that they have been often-times gililty of con­
federating together in running away ;· and of other. ill and dangerous Prall:ices : 
1Se it tb~efou~ Qfnaftell by the aforcfaid .Authority, Th:it it {11all not hereafter 
be lawful for ab?v'; three Slaves to meet together at any Time, nor at any 
other Place, than when it (hall happen they meet in fome fervife Imploymcnt,. 
,for their Mafi:ers or Mifi:reifes Profit, and by their Mafi:ers or ·Jvliftre1fos Con­
fent, upon Penalty of being whipt upon the naked B:ick, at the Di{cretion of 
any one Juftice of the Peace, not exceeding forty La{hes for each pifcnce. · 

V. tinb be- it (1.mbtt ®naitelJ bJ the fame Ar,thority, 'That it l11nll and may .i 

be lawful hereafter, for every City, Town and Manor within this Colony, to· 
h:ive and appoint_~ co1nmon Whipper for thr.Ji- Slaves; and for his Salary; it 
{hall and may be lawful for any City, Town, or Manor within this Colony, at. 
tl~cir Common-Coum;:il or '!own-Meeting:, to agree upop fuch Sum to be paid 
him, by the Ma.fie1· pr M1ftrefs ,of Slaves, not exceeding the Sum of <J'hree 
~hi/lings per Head, for all fuch Slaves a.s ihall be whipt, as aforefaid ; and upon 

· Ncglecl: 
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JoHN MoNTGOMERI·E, Efq; ··Governor. - 195 
• I ' 

• · . · ' . . _ . 4th G EORGB II~ 
Neglett or }\efofal of the Mafier or Mtfl:refs, to pay the Sum fo agreed upon, A.D. 1730• · · · 

as above, that then. fuch Slave or Sl:i:ves fuall be. committed until Payment be '- r-y,,.._; 
made, with Cofis. And in Cafe any Slave !hall prefu;ne to a1fault or ftrike· any __ .. 
Chriftian or Jew, it {hall be in the Power of any twoJuftices of the Peace, si!~~1r~~;n.~. of 
who, by tq.is Act, are hereunto authorifed; to commit.fuch Slave or Sla~ei to a white Ma~~ in; 
Prifon, nqt exceeding fourteen Days for one Fact, and to inflict fuch other 
corporal Puniihme'nt, not extending to Life or Limb, upon him, her or them, 
fo offending, as to the faid Jufiices ihall feem meet and reafonable. 

VI. 9nl1 be it' fU!tbei ~aftetl' 6y the Authority eforefaid, That no Perfon 
or Perfons w hatfoever, do hereafter employ, harbour, conceal or entertain other 
Men's Slave or Slaves, at their Houf~, Out::-houfe, or Plantations, without the 
Confent of his, h~r; or their Ma{h;r or Miftrefs, upon the Forfeiture of .Rive 
Pounds for every twcnty.;four Hours, "( and fo proportionably for a lefs Time 
they are fa concealed or entertained) tQ the faid Mafter or Miftrefs ~f fuch Slave 
or Slaves, fo that the Penalty for entertaining fuch Slave, dd not exceed ,the 
Value off uch, Slave. And if any Perfon or Perfons. whatfoever, ili?ll be found 
guilty of harbouring, ~ntertaining, orconccaling of any Slave or. Slaves, or 
affill:ing to the conveying him, her, or them away 3 if fuch Slave fhall happen 
to be loft, dea,d; or otherwife deftroyed, 'fuch Perfon or Perfons fo harbouring,· 
entertaining, concealing, affifting, or conveying them away, {hall be alfo liable 
to pay the Value of fuch Slav~ or Slaves, to the Mafier or Miftrefs; to oe re.; 
covered by Action of Debt, in any Court of Record • 

Penalty . for 
entertaining of 
Slave,. 

. . VII. AND whereas it often happens, that through the Lenity of the Mafter; 
or Perfon under whofe· Care the .faid Negroes dr Slaves areJ the Perfons fd · 
entertaining and dealing with them, are forgiven, and not brought to condign 
Punilhment, to the very great Hurt, not only of the faid Maficrs., but of otner 
his Majefty's liege People, owning Negroes and other Slaves : 115e ft tberefote 
Enafte'O by the Allthotity afirefaid, That if any Mafter. or Miftrefs, or Pepon Penaity on . 
under whofe Care -:my Negro .or other Slave is, fuall forP-iYe, make up., com.:. Mhnncr~, &,. if 

d . ·• L . . k h I r. qc· fid . ' . h . t ey compound poun. , comp_ror~,Je, or receive o~ ta e any ot er or e1s . on 1 erat1on t aq 1s for. chci~ slavt1 
by th1s· Allprefcr1bcd1 fhall fo,-fe1t double the Sum the fa1d Perfon or Perfons Crime,. 
fo entertainingj ought _to have forfeited ; to be · recovered in any Court of 
Record within this Colony, by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint or lnformation, 
wherein there {hall be no Effojn, Protection, Wager of Law, or any tnore than 
one Imparlance allowed, one Half therc;of to any'Perfon that 1hall fue far the 

' fame, the at.her Half to his Majefry, hii. Heirs and Succe1fors, for and towards 
defr~ying the public~C~arge of the City, Town, Borough, Manor or Precinct 
in which the Mafier, Miihefs, or Perfon under whofe Care the faid Negroes 
,or other Slaves are, cloth dwell .or inhabit. · _ . _ · 

VIII: 'loe it airo. ftittbet <lfnatten /;y the .fame Authority, That if d~y Perfon 
0r Perfons knowing of fuch Ente~taine'rs of Slave or &laves, and does not clif- Penalty on 
1:ovcr the fame to the Mafi:er, M1ftrefs, or Perfon undei,- ,whofe Care the fa1d Pcrfo~s that do 
Slave or SlavPs a:re, or to fome one Jufi:ice of the Peace, or being fufpecl:ed to nhot d,fcove~ thoic 
• 'I" • • . · d t at ,ntcrtam 
know, upon Complamt, ,doth not d1fcover the fanie, or upon Ten er of a:n Oath Slaves, 
before any JuHice of the Peace, before whom: fuch Complaint ihall · come, · 
(who is hereby authorifed to adminiftcr the fame) !hall refufe to t..tke fuch 
Oath, and purge him; her, or thcmfelves ; the faid -Perfon or _Perfons fo 
nc•~lell:ing or rcfofing to difcover or take the· faid Oath, !hall forfeit the Sum 
o{ Forty 8bil/ingr, to be immedia.tcly, after Conviction, levied upon his, ~~r 
or their Goods.and Chattels, . to the Ufe of the Pt:rfon or P..~rfons who thall m-
form or compiain; and in Cafe there be no Ooo·ds and-Chattels, th~n the Body 
of the Perfoh or Perfons offending, {hall be complitted to Go·a}, till he, 1he, or · 
·they p;y ·:.md fatisfy the faid Sum of Forty Shillings; and ·Charges accruing 

. ~hereon> 

 Compendium of Laws 
Page 0019

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 49 of 213   Page ID
#:11468



LAWS .. of -?{EW-TORK. 

4th GEORGE n. d 'f. fi . d • th t p .fc p r. h b. th A.D. , 730. thereon; an 1 1ta terwar s appear, a any er on or er1ons, w 0 1 y c 
~ Directions in this Act, are in any Cafe obliged to purge him, or her, or them .. 

felves by their _Oath, _hav~ fworn f~lfely; fuch Perfon or Perfons. fo offen~ing; 
fl1all incur the like Pams and Penalties as thofe who are found guilty, of willful 
Perjury, and be profecuted accordingly. 

IX. AND whereas there are manyNegroes, Indians and Mulattoes, who have 
formerly been manumitted, and made free within this Colony, by their Mailers 1 

or Owners; .and it ; " found by Experience, that they entertain, barb.our, fop- . 
port, and encourage Negro, . Indiatl and Mulatto Sl~V'es,, to t~e gre~t Da_mag

1

e 
and Detriment of the Mailers or Owners of Slaves, and of other of his MaJeily $ 

liege Subjects within this Colony ; 'Jl3e it tbe.refo:e ®naften by the Authority 
. aforefaid, That if any Negro, Indian or Mulatto, made, or born frc~:, or to be 

I1cna1tf on free made free hereafter, iliall knowingly and wittingly entertain any Slave or Slaves 
· Ncgro:s, 5&1 '· 

th
at abfonting himfelf or themfelves, from his, her or their Mafters or Mifireffei 

entertam aves, • d fi 'fj d ,: r. 'd · 1 · h Service, without Leave fidl: given an 1g111 1e , as a1ore1ai , ·or WJt 1out t e 
Mafi:er, or Perfon under whofe Care the faid Slave is, be prefont; the .faid 
N1!gro, Indian or Mulatto, fo offonding, fhall be forthwith apprehended, and. 
forfeit the Sum of 'I'm Pounds, for every Night or Day they aro fo entertained, 
to the Mafter or Miftrefs of fuch Slave or Slaves ; to be recovered by Action 
of Debt, as aforefaid. · . : · 

. :X. {tnll be it fmtbet ~naftell by. tbe Jame Authority, 'i'hat if any Ma1for ot 
Miftrefs, i11all manumit and fot at Liberty, any Negro, Indian or Mulatto Slave; 

Slaves that ~re and fuch Mafier' or Mifirefs, fo manumitting and Jetting at Liberty, or any other 
~e:,~;i~/hall give fofficient Perfon_, ~or and on Behalf_ of ~uch Ne~ro, !tidian or Mulatto Slave\, 

fhall do and enter mto a Bond unto his MaJefty, his Hem and Succeffors, with 
two Sureties, · in a Sum not lefs than 'J'rzvo Hundred Pound!, at the General 
Seffions of the Peace, for the County where fuch Negro, Indian or Mulatto 
Slave, £hall live or rcfide, to keep ' and fave fuch Negro, Indian or Mqlatto 
Slave, from becon1i11g or being any Charge to the City, Town, Parifl1 or Place 
Within this Colony, where 4e, fhe or they, fl1all at any Time after fuch Manu­
miilion, live; the faid Negro, Indian or Mulatto, fhall be free, accordin(T to 
·fu,ch Manumiffion of the Mafter or ~iftrefs, fo manu~itting and fetting at 
Liberty, fuch ~lave or Slaves : And 1£ any Negro, lnchan or lVIulatto Slave, 
{hall have been made free,. or hereafter' {hall b~ made free, by the Will or 
Tefiament of any Perfon deceafed 3 that then~ if any Executor or Executors, 
of any Perfon or Perfo~ deceafed, or on their Neglect or Refuful, any other 
fuflicient Perfon, for and on the Behalf of fuch Negro, Indian or Mulatto Slave 
t'hall and do enter into fuch Security, as aforeiaid, at the General Seffio~s of 
the Peace for the County, where fuch Negro, In~ian or Mulatto Slave, iliaH 
live or re.fide, to keep and fave foch Negro, Indian or Mulatto Slave, from 
becoming or being ;.my Charge to the City, Town, Paria1 or Place within 
this Colony, where he, 1he or they, {hall at any Time after fuch Manumiffion 
Jive ; the faid Negro, Indian or Mulatto Slave, flutll be free 1 accordin<r to th~ 
true Intent and Meaning of the Will or Teftamenf of any Perfon or cl'erfoni 
deceafed: And if Security be not given in Manner aforefaid, fuch Manumitlion 
or Deviie, as before mentioned, 1hall be void, and of none Effect . any Ufa go 
or Cufi:om to the contrary notwithftanding. ' · ' 

XI. AND whereas Slaves are the Property of Chriffians · or Jews, and rnn­
~ot, without ~re.at Lofs or Det~iment to their Mafi:ers or Mi/1:rclfos, be fobjectcd 
mall Cafes cr!mm~l, t.o. the ftnct Rules of t~1e Laws of England; 15c it QEnattcr, 
/Jy the Authonty qj"or~/md, !hat hereafter, if any Slave or Slaves, by Theft or 
other Trcfpa~s, {hall dammf~ any Perfon or Perfons, to the Value of Five Pqmds, 
or under,; tl1e Maile~ ~~ Mift~efi,. o~ ~itch Slave or SlavesJ {hall be liable to 

make 
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--~------------------------------JoHN MoNTGOMERIE, Efq; Governor. 1 97 
4thGEORGE II~ 

make Satisf'acl:ion fat' fhcii' Damages, to the Party injured i,to be recovered by A. D. 1730. 

All.ion of Debt, in arty Court having · Jurifdiction and Cognizance of Pleas to ';:h~~of 
that Value ; and the Slave or ~laves £hall receive corporal Punifhment, at the Slaves fuall make 
·Difcretion, of any. one Jufiice of the . Peace, and imme.diately thereafter ( the good the Trefpaf-

th h f r. h • 11.. ) b fes · thr.ir SI.ayes Mafter · or Minrefs having firft · p~id' e C arges o 1uc Pummment . e commit. 

permitted· to attend his or . her Ma.fler or Miftrefs's Service, without further 
Punifume11t. · · : 

XII. ttnb be it futtbet dEnaftetl hy th/Authority aforefaid. That hereafter no 
_Slave or Slaves fhall be allowe~ as Etid~n~e or ~vidences, fo any Matter, Caufe, s,!;!d~:~e r~f be 
br Thing whatfocver, excepting m··Cafes of Plotting or Confed~racy among allowed, cxccpc 
;themfelves, either to run away, kill or deftroy their Maftcr, Miftrefs, or any :igainft other 
other Perfon J' or burning ofHoufos, Bame,' Barracks, or Stacks of Hay, or of SlaVei, 

Corn; or the killing of their Mafter or Mifireffes Cattle or Horfes; and that 
only againft one another; in which Cafes the Evidence of one Slave £hall be 
allowed good_ againft anothe:r· Slave, · 

XIII. a'.nll he it futtbet QEnafte'b by the fame Authority, That all and every 
Negro, India~; or othcr·Slave or Slaves, who, after the Publication of this Act, 
lhall murder or otherwife kill, unlefs by Mifadvenhire, · or in the Execution of Trial nnd Pun­
Jull:ice, or confpire or attempt the Death of any of his Majefty's liege People, !~a7en~

0
~

11
~\

1:\·ca 
not being Slaves ; or fhall attempt_ or commit any Rape, on any of the faid Murder, &,. 
Subjects ; or ihall willfully burn any Dwelling-Houfe, Barn, Stable, Out-houfe, 
Stacks of Corn or Hay; or fhall willfully mutilate, mayhem, or difmember any 
of the faid Subjects, not being Slaves, as aforefaid; or ihall willfully murder 
any Negro~ Indian, or Mulatto Slave; within this Colony; and £hall thereof be 
convicted before three or more of his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace, for the 
County where fuch Faff thall be committed1 one whereof to be of the §1.gorumj 
.who are hereby authorifed to hear and <letermine the fame, in Conjunttion 
with five of the principal Freeholders of the County, without a Grand Jury, 
feyen of whom agreeing, thall put their Judgment in Execution, accord~ng to 

-this Acl: ; or before any Court of Oyer and Terminer, or general Goal-Deli­
'very; he; ihe, or they, fo offending, fhall fuffer the fains · of Death, in fuch 
Manner, and with fuch Circumftances, as the Aggravation or Enormity of their 
Crimes~ in the Judgment of the J uftices of thofe Courts ,aforefaid, or as in the 
Judgment of feven of the faid Jufiices and Freeholders, ihall merit aud require, 

XlV. 15e ft (uttbet <renattelJ by the .Authority qforefatd, That.upm Com .. 
plaint made to any· one Juftice of the Peace, againft any Negro, Indian, or On Complaint, 
Mulatto Slave or Slaves, who have1 or are fuppofed to have comlnitted any one J~llice may 

f l M d R M h I I'. ct'. C r • . ' . d . commit Slaves to 
o t 1e ur crs, apes, ay ems; niurre tons or omp1rac1es, ment10ne m Goal, and with · 
this Act, the faid Juftice is in~mcdiate1y to iifue his Warrant to the next orhcr Juflices and 

Conftable, to apprehend the fa1d Offender or Offenders, and for iln or any ~::dcholdeTrs. plrJio-
. p r b fc h' h . E 'd d ·r. to ria or Pcrion or enons to come e ore 1m, t at can give i_v1 ence; an 1 , upon high Crime,. 

Examination, it appears, that the Slave or Slaves apprehended, are guilty, he 
ihall comntit him, her, or them to Prifon ; and alfo £hall certify to the two 
next Jufiices of the Peace, the faid Caufe, and require thetn, by Virtue of this 
Act, to affociate themfelves to him ; whi~h the faid J uftices are hereby required 
to do ; and they, fo afiociated, are to iffue their Summons to five Freeholders, . 
acquainting them with the Cau{e, and appointing '. them·the Time and Place 
the fame ihall be heard and determined ; at which Time and Place, the Jufi:iccs 
arc hereby impowcred to appoint fome Perfon' to profecute the faid Offender 
or 'Offenders ; and the Pcrfon fo appointed, !hall prefer an Accufation in 
Writing, fpccifying the Tinie, Place, and Nature of the Offence, :i.s near a~ 
conveni(!ntly may be ; to which Accufation the Offender or Offenders £hall be 
obliged to plead ; and µpon Refufal to plead, the like Judgment ihall be given 
againfl: fuch Shive or Slaves, fo accufed, as if co~vicled by Verdict or Confeffion; 

D d d and 
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._.:_ _____________ , _________ .,.._. ___ ...,..,., _________ _ 
LA,W~ .of ·NE/JY..rORJ(. 

4th GEORGE 11· 
A. D. , no. and upon-pleading thm-qtd, · the Ji10:ic.es lhall-_pr.9Ceed to Trial; in ~onjun4iof). 
~ with the faid Freeiolders, fo fumm.on(:d, as aforeiaid; to which freeholder~ 

no peremptory Challenge fhall be: 11llpwed; and if, up.')n hearing the Matter> 
(the faid Freeholders bein~ firft fworn ~y thefaid J1.dHces,. to judge according 
to Evidence) they 1hall ad Judge fuch Slav:e or Slaves, gmlty of the O.ff~nc~ 
complained of, they lha,.ll give Senten~e of D_eat~ µp~n him, her, or ~hem, a~ 
aforefaid ; ard, by their Warrant, caufe immediate Execution to be done l>y 
the comm~n or any othe;i Executioner, · in .f utb ~anner as they ihall think fit .. 

xv. ll:)~ot1iDeb alb.laps, ant, ft fs btreb~ (uttbef~nafte1J bj- tbe Ailfhoritj 
. qforefaid, .. That if any Mafter or Miftrefs of any Sl~ve or . Sla_ves, be .inclined 

. 5J\':s TY ~~ to have his, her, or their Slave or Slaves, tried . by · a Jury of twelve Men, · it 
:~; ~~Icr u;:ra:c !hall be granted ; fuch Ma1ler or Mi!l:refs paying the Charge o~ 'the fame, .. .no~ 
it. exceeding Nine Shillings to the Jury ~ and in fuch C;ffe there !hall a Prece_P,~ ,be 

ifTueu by the Juftices, to the next Conftable, to fu~mon a Jury 9f twelve 
Men, who lhall be f worn to try according to Evidence ; . and the J uflices .-fhall 
proceed to Trial, by the faid Jury, fummoned and fworn, is aforefaid, without 
a Grand Jury, to which Jurors no peremptory Challenge lhall be allowed. . , 

XVI. Qn'D be it fUttbe1 ~naften by the Authority aforefaid, That the Charge 
How the c_h:ll'f.e of profecuting and executing of Negroes and other Slaves, in Manner before 

S
0

1
r _rro~Lcutmbi; expreili!d, !hall be paid and defrayed by the City or County wl1ere fuch • Neg· ro 

• a\Ci ,~ 10 Cl • d d d b 1· 'd .tr. IT. • 
defrayerJ. or Slaves {hall be convicted an execute , an e :u , aueued . and levied in 

the fame Manner as the publick and neceJfary Charge of fuch City. or County~ 
are, or ufed to be. raifed1, and to be diftributed by the Order-and Direction-of 
the J ufiices hereby impowered to hear and determine the Crimes of fuch Negro 
or other Slaves, offending, .as afor.cfaid, fo as that the faid Charge · !hall not 
exceed the Sum of 'lbree Pounds, current Money of this Colony,. for each 
Con.viilion and Execution . . 

XV~I. 0nb be it futtbet ~naltetJ by, the. .A11thority aforcfaiJ, That the Owner· 
Hn\', the Owners or Owners of a Slave or Slaves, fo executed, i~ the City and County of 4/bany., 

of the Sl~m m• or in any of the other Counties within this Colony," ~all be paid·for the fame, 
cu!~d, arr to be in the like Manner as the Charges for Profecution and Execution is, by this Act, 
pai • directed to be affeffed, levied, and paid ; Provided the Value of fuch Slave does 

not exceed the Sum of Twenty-five PoundJ, current Money of this Colony. -

. .. XVIII. ann {le it futtbei (1];na~eb by the fame Authority, 1:hat· i~ the_ qty 
How the Charge a~d Cou?ty of New-Yor_k; the Ju{hces of _the teace of the fa1d ,City, for the 

cf the Trial of Time bemg, or the maJor Part of them, do ta,;.~ dfcfrual Care, m Cafe fuch 
Sl~~cs_ fhall ~e Conviction and Execution happen within their J urifdiEtion, that fuch Charge, 
:•~,,;.;!~_city as abovefaid, be raifed, levied, and collected in the fame Manner as is directed 

in an Act, entitled, An Act for fettling a l'ffinijlry, and roiji,,g n Mt1iliM1ance 
for them in the City of New-York, County of Richmond, Weftcheftcr, a11d 
.~ens County, patfed in the fifth Year of their late Majefi:ies, King WILLIAM 

and ~~en MARY ; and that the fame !hall be paid into the Hands of the 
Trcafurer or Chamberlain of the fuid City, for the Time being, who is hereby 
required to pay the fame by_ Order an_d Direction of the Juilices hereby im­
powered to hear and determme the Cnmes of fuch Slave or Slaves, offending► 
as aforefaid, fo as the Charge of each Conviction and Execution .!hall not e~­
ceed the Sum of Three Potmdi, current ·Money of this Colony. 

Sims executed XIX. anti be it rurtbcr ~naftc-1) by the fame Authority, That the Owner or 
in 1hc City of Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves, which 1hall happen to be executed by Virtue 
~;b:;;:J•rot;~w of this Act, in the City and County of New-York, !hall be paid for the fame, ;,ind 

the Money fi1all be aifeifod, collected and paid, as in and by thisAct, the Jufiices 
of the Peace for the faid City and County, are direcl:cdand impowcred to levy, 

pay 
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~-~--, . .; •· . --- - . . . 
XX. SnD be. it fu1tber: '¢'18.~~D byn- tb~ .Af1thor_ity, afaryaid, ~hat it 1hall 

not be lawful , for any Slave or-:Sla\les,•th have or ufe any Gun, P1ftol, Sword, Penalty SI 
Cli>.P, or any oth~r l{inci;'ofWe,apoQ wha,ifo.ever, bu~ in the Prefence qr, ~y the that carr;~r~:~s 
l,)irea.forq:ifhis2. her, . or thei{ M_after·. qr M.iftrefs, an,Un thc;ir o.wn Ground, . . 
qij',Pe.nalty of being whipt fo~_the fame, 'i~ the Pifcr~ti<?n· of the Jµftice 'of the 
Peace," before whom ftich Cooiplaint fila~l come, ,<;>r µpqn the Yiew of the faid 
Ju{l;i:q:, not exc~eding tw~_ntf~a~e.~ ori the bare .Back, 'for ·eve;y fuch Offence • 

. XXL antJ. be.it fu1tber ~natteD ~y.Jhc....dutkor:ity..qforefaid, .. That .every foch 
Jufi:ice of the Peace, Confr~~l~, .AJfeffo~, Sollf~O(, o: any other Of?~er, as do Penalty on Of-
11eglecl, delay~ or. refufe the feveraJ ·Duties and Services he.reby enJorned to _be Jlcc!s that neglc~ 
refpecl:ively done and performed by them,· iball, for ev~ry fuch Offence, . forfeit 1hq1I' Duly• 

the Sum of Forty Shillings : Arid every Freeholder, furnriloned, · as ·aforeCaid, 
and neglecting _or _ _r~fu~ng · tq farye, · iliall forfeit · the Sum. of"l,µienty .Shil!tng s ; 
w hkh Pemi.ltfor Penalties .: 1hall ··be recovered before any two J uftices of the 
Peace, dwelling in the City or · County · where fuch Neglect, Delay, or Refufal 
lhall happen; to be levied !JP_.!pe . G~ds: ?nc}. · Chattels of the Olfender, by _a. 
C.oQft;iQle,, by,11/ai;rant fr~~ _fu,ch Ju~1c~:;} _ who are ,her~by imp.owered and 
directed,· upon ··foch Neglecli Delay,•, or Refufal, to iff'ue ; their Warrant for 
lcvyin_g t~~J~r1_1e, J ~nd ~me Half of fuch · Penalty .lhall be for the Ufe of the 
Profoc:ntor;-'an,t the·other.Ha1f for the Ufe of the Poor of the Place where 
f uch. Penalty _Qlall l?e levied. - . . . . ,. . , . 
' XXII. AJID for preventing Doubts, S~ruples, or Co,tfµfwµ~) (;:OD~~r.ning the 
{everal Acts. of Gen oral .A:{f~{Tlbl Y· heretofore pa1fed, . in ).\c;lat\qp.:. tg. Slaves, 'la~ 
ft®n!lften by the ·.Authority aforefaid, That all and everythefo)lowing Acl:s, and , 
every Claufe, Article and ':fhing th:er~in, . or in th~ .Acts for the Continuance Mh repeatecl~ 

. or Revival thereof, £hall, after the P~b_li~a~i<m of thi~ ,Aa, be, and are hereby 
,rep_ealed, and made null and , void, _'Ihat is to fay ; iin i\cl:, entitled, . II .dl,1 Afr 
for regulating _Slaves, pa~eq in the firft Y:"ear of the late ~een ANNF. ; an Ace, 
¢i1titled, t An. Act for preventing the Confp. ir,acy ,of Sla'Ver, , faffed in the. f~venth 
Year of the [aid ~een; § An Attfor .preventmg, f11pprf!ft_ng, andpunifhmg tht: 
ConJPiracy and 111.furreElion qf Negroes, and other Slavei; pa1fed in the eleventh 
Year of her faid _ Jate Majcffy. ; a11d an Act, entitled, . ·r An AB: for explainintr 
and rendering more fffec!tial, an AEJ of the' General 4/Jembly of this Colony, . entitled, 
An Acl for preventing, foppreffing, and punifhing the Confpiracyand Infurrec­
tion of Negroes and other ~laves, pa1fed in the * third Y car of King GEORGE -

the Fidl:. 

c · H A P. DLXI. · . 
An ACT to defray the Charge of viflualling ~is Majejly's :f'roops pofled at Ofwego:i 
. and for other the Purpojes therein mentioned. · 

Pafs'd the 29i:h of Ottober, 1730. 

C H A·-P. DLXU. 

Obfol~1,; 

A11 ACT fir paying Richard Brndley, Efq; One Hundred and FiftY. Pounds; 
and Henry Beckman, FJq; the Stttn ~f Seventeen Pounds Ten Shillings, for Print•; 
the Co1!filleratk11, ,md bohe J.1mmer therrin mmtio11ed. 

Pars1d the 29th' of October, I 730~ 
C H A P, 
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ACTS 
PASSED AT THE SESSION BEGUN AND HELD AT BOSTON, 

ON THE THIRTIETH DAY OF l\IAY, A. D. 1750. 

CIIAPTER 1. 

AN ACT FOR IMPOWERING THE PROVINCE TREASllRER TO BORROW 
THE suir OF FIVE THOUSAND POUNDS, FOR APPLYI~G THE SAME TO 
DISCHARGE THE DEETS OF THE PTIOYINCE AND DEFREY THE 
CHARGES OF GOVERNMENT, AND FOR l\IAKING PROVISION FOR THE 
REPAYMENT OF THE SUM SO BORROWED. 

Be it enc1ctecl by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council ancl House of Rep-
rese11tatives, • 

[SECT. 1.J That the treasurer of this proYince be and hereby is Treasurer em­

impowerecl to borrow from such person or persons as shall appear ready f.i:£~~0tg r~~r­
to lencl the same, a sum not e:s:ceecling firn thousand pounds in Spanish the pro~ince. 

mill'd dollars ; and the snm so borrowed shall be n stock in the treas-
ury, to be· npplyed for defreying the charges of this gowrnment in 
manner ns in this net is after clirectecl, nncl for eYery sum so borrowed, 
the treasurer shall give a receipt of the form following; viz.,-

Province of the l\fassachusC'tts Bay, day of 17 , received F~rm ofhi~ re-
from the sum of pounds, for the use and service of ceipt for said 
the Province of the l\Iassachnsetts Bay ; and in behalf of snicl Pro·dnce, I do money. 
hereby promise and oblige myself nntl my successors in the ofiice of treasurer, 
to repay the said , bis heirs or assigns, on or before the tenth 
day of June, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-two, the aforesaid sum of 

pounds, with interest for the same, at and after the rate of six 
per cent per annum. "\Vitness my hand, , Treasurer. 

-and no receipt shall be given for any sum less than fifty pounds; and 
the treasurer is hereby directed to use bis discretion in borrowing said 
sum at such times as that be may be enabled to comply with the draughts 
that may be made on the treasury in pursuance of this net. 

Ancl be U further enacted, 
[SECT. 2.] That the aforesaid snm of five thousand pounds shall be £1_,750 appro­

issuecl out of the treasury in manner and for the l)nrposes followinO' · pnated f?r forts • ~ • • , :::, ' and garrisorn,. 
viz., the sum of seventeen hundred and fifty pounds, part of the afore-
said snm of five thousand pounds, slrnll be applyed for the service of the 
several forts and garrisons within this province, pursuant to such orders 
and grants as are or shall be made by this court for those purposes ; 
and the further sum of one thousand pounds, part of the nfores[licl sum of £~,ooo for com­
five thousand pounds, shall be npplyecl for the purchasing provisions missary's store1>. 

and the commissary's necessary disbursements for the service of the 
several forts and garrisons within this province, pursuant to such grants 
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544 PROVINCE LAWS.-1750-51. [CHAPS. 16, 17.] 

Ancl whereas there are sometimes contingent and unforeseen charges 
that demand prompt payment,-

Be it furthe1' enact eel, . 
£100 forcontin- [SECT. 16.J Tb.at the sum of one hundred pounds, being the remain-
gent charges. • h · ] f h 1 • h 1 rng part oft e aforesau snm o seven t ousanc eig t hunc red ancl sixty 

pounds, be applied to pay such contingent charges, and for no other 
purpose whatsoever. 

Proviclecl alwaJJS,-
Rcmainder t? [SECT. 17.J That the remainder of the sum which shall be brought 
be and remain , b h • · 1 h '-
as a stock in the mto the treasury y t e tax aforesatc , o,·er and abm·e w at s!iall he 
treasury. sufficient to pay off the benefit tickets as aforesaid, shall be ancl remain 

as a stock in the treasury, to be applied as the general court of this 
province shall hereafter order, and to no other purpose whatsoever ; any 
thing in this act to the contrary notwithstanding . 

.Ancl be it further enacted, 
Money to be [SECT. 18.J That tlie treaimrer is hereby directed and orclerecl to pay 
~~tti:1~~~~~: the sum of eight thousand and ten ponnds, as aforesaid, ont of such 
priations. appropriations as shall be c1irectec1 to by warrant, and no other, upon 

pain of refunding all such sum or sums as he shall otherwise pay ; ancl 
the secretary to whom it belongs to keep the muster-rolls an<l accompts 
of charge, shall lay before the house of representatiYes, when they direct, 
such muster-rolls and accompts after payment thereof. 

And be it further enacted, 
Directors' al- [SECT. 19.J That the directors or managers by this act appointed, 
~;ci~nb; \i~e shall have such allowances for their services as the general court shall 
general court. hereafter order, and in case of the death, refusal or incapacity of at-

Governor's 
grant. 

Preamble. 

tendance of any one or more of said managers, the vacancy shall be 
fill'd up by the governour and council. [Passed February 8; published 
February 16, 1750-51. 

CHAPTER 16. 
AN ACT FOR GRANTING THE SUM: OF THREE HUNDRED POUNDS, FOR 

THE SUPPORT OF HIS HONOUR THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOUR AND 
COlI:MANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and House of 
Representctt ives, 

That the snm of three hundred pounds be and hereby is granted unto 
his most excellent majesty, to be paicl out of the pnblick treasury to his 
honour Spencer Phips, Esq[r]., lieutenant-governour and commander-in­
chief in and over his majesty's province of the Massachusetts Bay, for 
bis past services, and further to enable him to manage the publick 
affairs of the province. [Passecl February 15 ;* published February 16, 
1750-51. 

CIIAPTER 17. 
AN ACT FOR PREVENTING AND SUPPRESSING OF RIOTS, ROUTS AND 

UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLIES. 

WHEREAS the provision already made by law bas been found insuffi­
cient to prevent routs, riots and tumultuous assemblies, and the evil 
consequences thereof; wllercfore,-

• See the note to this chapter, post. 
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[3o SEss. J PROVIN"CE LAWS.-1750-51. 

Be U enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council ancl Ilo1tse of 
Representatives, 

545 

[SECT. 1.J That from and after the publication of this act, if any Offieersto_ make 

t b b f t l L . , l . b l b proclamut10n persons, o t e num er o we ve or more, uemg arm < wit c u s or when persons 

other weapons, or if any number of persons, consisting of fifty or ~~~e~0~~ti~ 1Y 
upwards, whether armed or not, shall be unlawfully, riotously or 

• tumultuously asselllbled, any justice of the peace, field ofl1eer or cap­
tain of the militia, sheriff of the county or nmlersheriff, or any con­
stable of the town, shall, among the rioters, or as near to them as he 
can safely come, command silence while proclamation is making, and 
shall openly make proclamation in tllese or the like words:-

Our sovereign lord the king chargeth and commandeth all persons being Form of the 
assembled, immediatel.v to disperse themselves, and peaceably to depart to proclamation. 
their habitations, or to their lawl'ul business; upon the pains contaiEcd in the 
act of this province maue in the twenty-fourth year of his ma_icsty King 
George the Second, for preventing and suppressing of riots, routs and un-
lawful assemulies. God save the king. 

And if such persons so unlawfully assembled, shall, after proclama­
tion macle, not disperse themselves within one bonr, it shall be lawful 
for every such officer or officers, and for such other persons as he or 
they shall command to be assisting, to seize such persons, and carry 
them before a justice of the peace; and if such person shall be killed 
or hnrt by reason of_ their resisting the persons so dispersing or seizing 
them, the said officer or officers and their assistants shall be indemni­
fiecl ancl held guiltless. 

[SECT. 2. J And all persons who, for the space of one hour after Pena)ty for dis 
proclamation made as aforesaicl,-or to whom proclamation ought to obedience. 

have been made, if the same bad not been hindred,-shall unlawfully, 
routously, riotously and tumultuously continue together, or shall wil-
fully let or binder any such officer, who shall be known, or shall openly 
declare himself to be such, from making the said proclamation, shall 
forfeit all their lands and tenements, goods and chattles, to bis majesty· 
( or such a part thereof as shall be adjudged by the justices before whom 
such offence shall be tried), to be applied towards the support of the 
government of this province; and shall be whipt thirty-nine stripes on 
the naked back at the publick whipping-post, and suffer one year's 
imprisonment, and once every three months dnring said imprisonment 
receive the same number of stripes on the naked back at the publick 
whipping-post as aforesaid. 

[~ECT. 3.J And if an_y such person or persons, so riotously assem­
bled, shall demolish or pull clown, or begin to demolish or pull clown, 
any dwelling-house or other house parcel thereof, any house built for 
publick uses, any barn, mill, malt-honse, store-house, shop or ship, he 
or they shall suffer the same pains and penalties as are before provided 
in this act. 

Ancl be it fm·ther enacted, 
[SECT. 4. J That this act shall be read at every general sessions of This act to be. 

th d t th · · · t· O' f b t ·tb· th· readattheanm­e peace, an a e anmve1saiy mee ln 0 0 eac own, WI lil lS versary meeting 
province, annually; and no person shall be prosecuted for any offence of the towns 

l • 1 · b d • b' 1 and general contrary to t ns act, un ess prosecution e commence wit rn twe ve sessions of the 
months after the offence committed. peace. 

Proviclecl always,- . 
[SECT. 5.J That where there shall appear any circumstances to miti- Judges empow­

gatc or alleviate any of the offences against this act, in tbe judgment fl:~~0nfs\~~nt 
of the court before which such offence shall be tried, it shall and may of whipping, in 

be lawful for the judges of such court to abate the whole of the pun- case. • 

69 
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546 

Continuance of 
the act. 

PROVINCE LAWS.-1750-51. [CHAPS. 18, 19.J 

ishment of whipping, or such part thereof as they shall judge proper ; 
anything in this act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

[SECT. 6.J This act to continue and be in force for the space .of 
three :rears from the publication thereof, and no longer. [Passed and 
published February 14, 1750-51. 

CHAPTER 18. 

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT, INTITLED "AN ACT TO PREVENT 
DAMAGE BEING DONE ON THE BEACH, HUMOCKS AND MEADOWS 
BELONGIXG TO THE TOWN OF SCITUATE, LYING BETWEEN THE 
SOUTHERLY END OF TUE 'THIRD CLIFT,' SO CALLED, AND THE 
MOUTH OF THE NOUTH RIVER.'•' 

Preamble. WHEREAS in and by an act made and passed in the twenty-third year of 
1u9.5o, chap. l 4. his present majesty's reign, in titled "An Act to preYent damage being 

done on the beach, humocks aml meadows belonging to the town of 
Scituate, lying between the southerly end of the 'Third Clift,' so called, 
and the mouth of the North Ilfrer ," the penalt[y J [ie Js for turning or 
driving neat cattle, horse-kirnl, sheep or goats npon such beach, hum­
ocks or sedge-ground mljo[y][i]ning to said beach, to feecl thereon, are 
to be recovered from him or them that shall so drive said cattle, horse­
kind, sheep or goats, or from the owner or owners of them that shall 
so order them to be driYen; and it is found, by experience, that proof 
thereof can seldom be obtained, whereby the good end and design of 
sairl act in a great measure is dcfeated,-

Be it therefore encictecl by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and 
House of RPpresentCltives, 

Neatcattle:md [SECT. 1.J Tl.lat if any neat cattle, horse-kind, sheep or goats shall 
other creatures 
to be impound- be found feeding on said beach, bu mocks, meadows or sedge-ground 
~d if found feed- aclJ'oynincr to said beach it shall and may be lawful for any J)erson to 
mg on the • o , • 
meadows, &c. impound the same, such person to observe the rules and directions in 

the said act prescribed in case of impounding; and the owner or own­
ers of them shall forfeit and pay to the impouncler one shilling a head 
for all neat cattle and horse-kind, and twopence for every sheep or 
goat; and the said penalt[y][ie]s or forfeitures shall be paid, before 
the creatures, which shall or may be impounded by virtue of this act, be 
discharged or released by the pound-keeper. 

Provided, nevertheless,-
Rates to be paid [SECT. 2.J The owner or owners of the creatures so impounded 
for such im. 
pounded crcat. may, if they think fit, replevie such creutures, on condition the_y give 
ures. sufficient bond, with one or more snret[y][ie]s, to prosecute such re-

rreamblt 

plevin to effect before some justice of the peace in the same county, 
within fifteen days from the date of such replevin, and to pay all such 
forfeitures and costs as shall be awarded or adjudged against them. 
[Passed February 8; published February 16, 1750-51. 

CHAPTER 19. 

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO BENJAMIN CRABB THE SOLE PRIVI­
LE[DJGE OF MAKING CANDLES OF COARSE SPERl\1AC.iETI OYL. 

WHEREAS Benjamin Crabb, of Rehoboth, in the county of Bristol, 
has represented to this court that be, anrl no other person in the prov-
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WILLIAM FRANKLIN, Efquire, GovERNOR. · 343 

At a GENERAL AssEMBLY held at 
Burlington from the Twentieth Day of November to the 
Twenty-firfi: Day of December I 7 7 r, in the Twelfth Year 
of the Reign of King George the Third, the following 
Laws were paffed. 

S E S S I O N THE F O U R T H. 

C H A P. DXXXIX. 

An A C T to continue and amend an Atl, entitled, An Act: 
for better fi'ltling and regulating the Militia ef this Cofo.,, 
1~ qf New-Jerfey; far the repelling lnvqjions, and Juppre} 

Jing l1ifurreclions and Rebellions.* . 
PaffedDec. 21, 1771. 

W H ER EA S the AB: paffed in the Nineteenth Year of the Reign 
of our late Sovereign Lord King George the Second, entitled, 

.An Acl: for better fettling and regulating the Militia ~f this Col01~y of 
New-Jerfey; for the repellinl{ lnvajions, and .Ji,ppr{f/}iug i1yurreclions and 
Rebellions, will expire at the End of this Sduon of Aifembly; 

Preamble:. 

Sec1. r. BE IT ENACTED by the Governor, Council and General Ajfam- Liinitatio:H 

hfr, an!, it is hei-cby Enacted by the Aut~oriZ1' of the· fame, That the faid 
Acl:, entitled, .An Acl for better fettling and regulating the Militia of 
this Colony qf New-Jerfey; for the repelling lnvefzons, mzd.fupprl(/Jing In-

jurrellions and R.~bellions,* fl1all be, and hereby is continued, and every 
Article and ClauCe therein contained {hall be and remain in full F'orce, 
from the Publication hereof, to the fidl: Day of May which will be in 
the Year of our Lord One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Seventy-feyen, 
and from thenct to the End of the next Sefuon of the General Aifembly 
of this Colony1 and no longer. 

2. AND \V HERE AS it has been a Cufl:om of late, in fome of 
the Counties of this Colony, to choofe the Militia Officers Confl:ables ; 
for preventing the fame for the Future, BE IT EN ACT ED ~y the Autho- commlffion• 

1 ity eforefaid, That, during the Continuance of this Act, it £hall not be ~~t~:t:~t
0

• 

lawful for any Court of General ~arter-Seffions of the Peace, or for fen Confia• 

any of the: Inhaqitants of this Colony, at their annual Town-meetings, bles. 

to appoint or choo!e any commifiioned Officer, while in Commiilion, 
to be a Confl:able; any Law, Ufage or Cufiom to the contrary not­
withf\:anding. 

• C H A P. DXL. 

An A C T far the Prefarvation if Deer and other Game, and 
to prevent trefpqjfing -with Guns. 

· Faffed Dec. 21, 1771. 

W H ERE AS the Laws heretofore paffed in this Colony. for the Preamble, 

Prefervation of Deer and other Game, and to prevent tre(paif- · 
* Chap. CC. mg 
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344 XII GEORGE III. A. D. 17-71. 

ing with Guns, Traps and Dogs, have, by Experience, been found in­
fofficient to anfwer the falutary Purpofes thereby intended; Therefore, 

No Perfon to Sea. I. BE IT ENACTED l~y the Governor, Council and General 41- , 
~~tla~d?~:t femb(y ef this Colo1~y ef New-Jerfey, ancl' it is hereby Enatled by the Au­
his own, ex- thority ef the fa_me, That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall prefume, at 
cept, &c. l h f G any Time after t 1e Publication ereo , to carry any un ori any 

Lands not his own, arid for which the Owner pays Taxes, or is in his 
]awful Poffeffion, unlefs he hath Licenfe or Permiffion in Writing from 
the Owner or Owners or legal Po.fTe:lfor, every fuch Perfon fo offending, 
and convicl:ed thereof, either upon the View of any Jufiice of the Peace · 
within this Colony, or by the Oath or Affirmation of one or more vVit­
neffes, before any Jufiice of the I>eace of either of the Counties, Cities 01~ 

· Towns-corporate of this Colony, in which the Offender or Offenders 
may be taken or refide, he, fhe or they, fhal1, for every fuch Offence, for­
feit and pay to the Owner of the Soil, or his Tenant in Poffeffion, the 

Pcnaltr, Sum of Forty Shillings, with Cofis of Suit ; ,vhich Forfeiture fh~ll 
and may be fued for and recovered by the Owner of the Soil, or Te­
nant in Poffeffion, before any Jufl:ice of the Peace in this Colony, for 
the Ufe of fuch Owner or Tenant in Poffeilion. 

No Pcrfon to 
dri\'e Deer or 
other Game, 
except, &ic. 

Penalty. 

Penalty on 
Non-Refi­
dcnts. 

Penalty f.,r 
killing, &c. 
Deer out of 
Scafon, 

What lhall 
be Evidence 
~f fuc~ ~ill'." 
mg, Oc, 

2, AND BE IT ENACTED by the Authority aforefaid, That if any 
Perfon fhall prefume, at .any Time after the Publication. of this Act, 
to hunt or watch for Deer with a ·Gun, or fet in any Dog or Dogs to 
drive Deer, or any other Game, on any Lands not his own, and for 
which -the Owner or Poffeffor pays Taxes, or is in his lawful Poffeffion, 
unlefs he hath Licenfe or Permiilion in \Vriting from fuch Owner or 
Owners or Jegal Poffeffor ; every fuch Perfon fo offending, and . being 
convicl:ed thereof in Manner aJorefaid, !hall, for every fuch Offence, 
forfeit and pay to the Owner of the Soil, or Tenant in Poffeffion, the 
Sum of Forty Shilling-s, with Cofis of Suit; provided, that nothing 
lierein contained fhall be conihued to e~tend . to prevent any Perfon 
carrying a Gun upon the King's Highway in this Colony. 

3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority aforejaid, That 
if the Perfon or Perfons offending againfi this Act be Non-Refidents 
of this Colony, he or they ihall forfeit and pay for every fuch Offence 
Five Pounds, and fhall forfeit his or their Gun or Guns to any Perfon­
or Perfons who {hall inform and profecute the fame to Effecr, before 
any Jufiice of the Peace in any County of this Colony, wherein the 
Offender or Offenders may be taken or apprehended. .. 

4. AND BE IT ENACTED ~Y the Authority aforefaid, That if any 
Perfon or Perfons fhall kill, defiroy, hunt or take any Doe, Buck, 
Fawn, or any Sort of Deer whatfoever, at any other Time or Seafon, 
except only between the firfi: -Day of September antl the fidl: Day of 
January yearly and every Year, he, £he ' or they fo offending, :£ha11 for­
feit and pay the Sum of Forty Shillings for each and every Offence ; 
to be foed for, recovered and-applied as. hereafter is directed. 

5. AND, for the better and more effecl:ual convitl:ing of Offenders 
againfi: this Act, BE IT ENACTED by the Authority aforefaid, That any 
and every Perfon or Perfons in whofe Cuftody fball be found, or who· 
. · · . . fhall · 
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WILLIAM FRANKLIN, Efquire, GovERNOR. 345 

{hall expofe to Sale, any green Deerikins, or frefh Venifon killed at 
any Time after the firfi Day of Janumy, and before the firft Day of 
September aforefaid, and fhall be thereof convicl:ed by the Oath or 
Affirmation of one or more credible \,Vitne!fes, {hall be deemed guilty 
of offending againfl: this Acl, and be fubjecl:ed to the Penalties of kill­
ing Deer out of Seafon. 

6. AND vVHEREAS great Numbers of idle and diforderly Ptr­
fons make a Practice of hunting on the wafie and unimproved Lands 
in this Colony, whereby their Families are neglecl:ed, and the Publick 
is prejudiced by the Lofs of their Labour, BE IT T .HEREFORE EN- Who may 

ACTED by the Authori~y efore/aid, That, from and after the firil Day ~~;;0~:Jm• 
of January next, no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever ( except foch Perfons Lands. 

as are by the Laws of this Colony qualified to vote for Reprefentatives 
in General Affembly, in Right of their Freeholds, and their Sons being 
of the Age of eighteen Years or upwards, and living -withtheir Pa1~ent 
or Parents, or being Freeholders) ihall, on any Pretence whatever, hunt 
on the wafie and unimproved Lands in this Colony ; and if any P~r-
fon or Perfons, not qualified as aforefaid, £hall prefume to hunt as 
aforefaid, he or they fo offendingihall forfeit and pay, for every fuch 
Offence; the Sum- of Twenty Shillings; to be recovered by Action of Penaltyon 

Debt, with Coils, by any Perfon who fhall foe for the fame; to be ap- Olfc
nd

ers. 

plied one Half to the Profecutor, and the other Half to the Ufe of the 
Poor of the Townfhip or Precinct where the Facl: was committed. 

7. AND BE IT ENACTED by the Authorityaforefaid, That if any Per- Pen_altyfn 

fon or Perfons within this Colony fhall fet any Trap or other Device tt~ni:;
1

raps, 

whatfoever, larger than what is ufually and commonly f~t for Foxe~ 
and Mufkrats, foch Perfon, fetting fuch Trap or . other Device, £hall 
pay the Sum of Five Pounds, and forfeit the Trap or other Device, 
ihall foffer three Months Imprifonment, and {hall alfo be liabJe to make 
good all Damages any Perfon foall fofiain by fetting fuch Trap or other 
Device, and the Owner of fuch Trap or other Device, or Perfon to 
whom it was lent, fhall be efieemed the Setter thereof, unlefs it fhall 
be proved, on Oath or Affirmation, what other Perfop fet the fame, or 
that fuch Trap or other Device was lofl: by faid Owner or Perfon to 
whom it was lent, and a bfol utel y out of his Power ; and if the Setter Penalty on :i. 

of the Trap or other Device be a Slave, and .it be his own voluntary Acl:, ~Iahe {~tting 

he !hall ( unlefs the Mailer or Mifirefa ihall pay the Fine) in Lieu of foch &~. rap, 

Fine, be publickly whipped ,vith thirty Lafhes, and committed till 
the Cofts are paid; and that the faid Trap or other Device £hall be broken 

. and defl:royed in the View and Prefence of the Juftic:..: of the Peace 
before whom they are brought: And if any Perfon or Perfons i11all have Pena)ty on 

Poifeffion of, or there fhall be found in his or their Houfe, any Trap ¥1~tgd"~.ch 
or Traps, Device or Devices whatfoever, for taking of I?eer, 'fuch Per- ' 
fon or Perfons {hall be fobjecled to the fame Penalty as if he or they 
were convicl:ed of fetting fuch Trap or Traps, or other Device. 

8. AND, for encouraging the Defirucl:ion of fuch Traps and De- R~~•ard for 

vices, BE IT EN ACT ED by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon ~~~?&r. 
:lhall feize any Trap or other Device for the taking Deer, and {hall car- ' 
ry fuch Trap or other Device to any Magiftrate of the County 
where fuch Trap or Device ·was feized, fuch Perfon £hall be entitled to 

4 Cl an 
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XII G E O R G E III. A . . D. 1 7 7 1. • 

an Order from the faid Magifirate to the Collecl:or of fuch County, to 
pay him the Sum of Ten Shillings, out of any Money in his Hands raifed 
for the Ufe of the County; which Sums {hall be allowed to foch Col­
leclor on the Settlement of his Accounts. 

l,'e1~altyon_a 9. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED ~y the Authority afor'![aid, That 
~t~~:;:~~~ig every Smith or other Artificer, who {hall hereafter make or mend any 
r~ch Trap, fuch Trap or other Device aforefaia, he fhall forfeit and pay the Sum 
oc. of Forty Shilling.r; and the Perfon carrying fo.ch Trap or o~her Device 

to the Artificer aforefaid, :!hall forfeit and pay the Sum of 17..ve11~1' 
Shillings;· And every Perfon who iliall bring into this Colony any 
fuch Trap or Device· as aforefaid fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of 
For~y Shillings. And if . the Perfon who !hall carry the fame ·to the 
Smith or Artificer fhall be fo poor as that he {hall not be able to pay the 

Penalty on 
bringing 
fuch Trap, 
&c. into the 
Colony. 

Forfeiture aforefaid, he fhall be committed to the common Gaol, un­
til he {hall prove who is Owner of foch Trap or Device, or who deli­
vered the fame to him; and in foch Cafe the Forfeiture aforefaid Ihall 
be levied 011 the Goods, or in Failure of Goods, on the Body of the 
Owner of fuch Trap or Device, or the ·Perfon who delivered the fame 
to_ the Pauper, and the Trap or Device {hall be forfrited and defiroyed. 

~en_a1tyfor 10. AND WHEREAS a moil: dangerous Method of fetting Guns 
kttmg loa<lcd h I ·1 d · h" p · B E ·· Guns. as too muc 1 preva1 e . m t 1s rovmce, E IT N ACT ED by the Au-

thority aforefaid, That ifany Perfon or Per(ons within this Colony [hall · 
prefume to fet any loaded Gun in fuch Manner as that the fame fhall 
be intended to go off ~r difc~arge itfelf, _orb~ difcharged by any String, 
Rope, or other Contnvance, fuch Perfon or. Perfons [hall ·forfeit and 
pay the Sum of Six Pounds ; and on Non-payment thereof iliall -be 
committed to the common Gaol of the County for fix Months. 

Application 
of Pcnaltics. 

Jurifdiclion 
given to one 
Magifirntc. 

This Acl: not 
to affect 
Parks. 

Penalty on 
Magifirate 
ncgkcting 
hi8 Duty. 

I 1. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authori~r aforefaid, That 
the Fines and Forfeitures in this Acl: expreifed, and not particularly 
appropriated, fhall be paid, one Half to the Profecutor, . and the other 
Half to and for the U fe of the Poor of the Town, Precincl: or Difiricl 
where the Offence is committed ; and that the Execution of this Act' 
and every Part thereof, {hall be within the Cognizance and J urifdic~ 
tion of any one Magifirate or Juftice of the Peace, without any Re­
ference to the Act for Trial of finall Caufes in this Colon_y. 

12. AND BE IT ENACTED, ·That nothing in this Law:fhall be con­
ftrued, to extend to refl:rain the Owners of Parks, or of tame Dee,;, from 
killing, hunting or driving their o_wn Deer. · 

13. AND BE IT ALSO ENACTED by the Authority aforefaid, That if 
any Jufl:ice of the Pea,ce or other Magifirate, within this . Province, 
ihall have Information of any Perfons offending againfl: this Acl, in 
killing Deer out of Seafon, fetting and making Traps, Non-Refidents 
killing Deer, and Perfons fetting of Guns, and . fhall noi: profocute 
the _ fame to Effecl: within two Months after fuch Information, he {hall 
forfeit and pay the Sum or Sums to which the Offender againft this 
Act would have been liable. · 
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'1VILLIAM FRANKLIN, Efquire, GovERNOR. 347 

14. AND BE IT ENACTED by the Authori~y afor4aid, That the Jnf- This Act to 
tic,s at every nuarter-Seffions of the Peace £hall caufe this Ad: to be be publiflied 

. . ~ • • • and executed, 
pubhckly read; and give m Charge to the Grand-Jury to particularly 
inquire and preient all Perfons for killing Deer out of Seafon, fetting 
or making Traps, and all Non-Refidents killing, defiroying, hunting 
and taking· any Sort of Deer, and all Perfons ietting of Guns; _and, 
upon Conviction for either of the faid Offences, the fa.id Jufiices fhall 
fet and impofe the Fines and Penalties herein before-mentioned, with 
Coils of Suit. 

15. AND BE IT f,NACTE,D by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Appealgh·en 

Perion or Perfons whatfoever, whether the Accufecl or Accufer, Plaintiff ft~~:.xt ser­
or Defendant, ihall think themfelves aggrieved by any of the J udg-
ments given by the fa.id Jufiices or other Magifl:rates, for any Suit 
commenced by Virtue of this Acl:; then it £hall and may be lawful 
for foch Per!on or Perfons to app~al, on giving fuflicient Security for 
the l◄orfeitures and Cofl:s, to the next Court of General ~arter-Seffions, 
}1eld for fi..1ch County where fqch Judgment ihall be given; which Court 
is hereby empowered to hear and determine a.11 and every fuch Appeal 
or Appeals. 

16. AND · BE IT ENACTED by the Authotity aforejaid, That if any Penalty for 

Perfon or Perfons, within this Colony, £hall, after the Publication of this watc~ingin 

l · 1 G' · · J fc d L d · l · H th
e Night Acl, watc 1 wit 1 a · un, on any unmc o e an wit 1m two . un- near a Road. 

dred Yards of any Road or Path, in the Night Time, whether the faid 
Road is laid out by Law or not, or ihall ftand or fiation him or them-
fel ves upon or within two Hundred Yards of any Road as aforefaid, 
for {hooting at Deer driven by Dogs, he or they fo offending, fhall, on 
Conviction, forfeit and pay the Sum of Five Pounds for every fuch Of-
fence ; to be recovered by Action of Debt, or Prcfontment of the 
Grand-Jury as aforefaid, and pay all Damages. 

17. PROVIDED ALWAYS, That the fixth Secl:ion of this Ad !hall Nottoaftccl 

not be confirued to affed any Native Indian; and that nothing in this t;;::1~e~;;:,, 
. Act {hall be conftrued to prevent the Inhabitants of Ejjex, Bergen, Mor- .MorriJ or 
ris and Sidfex, from making, having in their Houfes, or fetting Traps Sr!/Je.Y, 

of five Pounds \Veight or more for Bears, \Valves, Foxes, or any other 
wild Bcafis, Deer only excepted. 

18. AND BE IT FuR Ti-IER EN ACTED by the .Authorizy aforefaid, That !3-epealof 

f L d · l · C J ,c. h p fi · f D d FcrmerLaws. all armer aws ma e m t 11s o ony 1or t e re ervat1on o eer an 
other Game, and to prevent trefpatling with Guns, · and regulating the 
Size of Traps, f11all be, and they are hereby repealed. 

C H A P. DXLI. 

An ACT declaring the River Delaware a common Highway, 
and for improving the Navigation in the Jaid River. 

Paffed Dec. 2 r, · I 77 I~ 

W HEREAS the improving the Navigation in Rivers is of great Preamble .. 

Importance to Trade and Commerce; AND WHEREAS the River 
Delaware · 
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COMMENTARIES

ON THE

LAWS OF ENGLAND.

BOOK THE FIRST.

OF THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS.

CHAPTER THE FIRST.

OF THE ABSOLUTE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS.

THE objects of the laws of England are fo very numerous and extenfive, that, in order to confider them with any tolerable eafe and perfpicuity, it will be neceffary to
diftribute them methodically, under proper and diftinct heads ; avoiding as much as poffible divifions too large and comprehemive on the one hand, and too trifling and
minute on the other ; both of which are equally productive of confufion.

NOW.

.P 118

The RIGHTS OF PERSONS.

BOOK I.

Ch. 1.

NOW, as municipal law is a rule of civil conduct, commanding what is right, and prohibiting what is wrong ; or, as Cicero d, and after him our Bracton b, has
expreffed it, fanctio jufta, jubens honefta et prohibens contraria ; it follows, that the primary and principal objects of the law are RIGHTS, and WRONGS. In the
profecution therefore of thefe commentaries, I fhall follow this very fimple and obvious divifion ; and fhall in the firft place confider the rights that are commanded, and
fecondly the wrongs that are forbidden by the laws of England.

RIGHTS are however liable to another fubdivifion ; being either, firft, thofe which concern, and are annexed to the perfons of men, and are then called jura
perfonarum or the rights of perfons ; or they are, fecondly, fuch as a man may acquire over external objects, or things unconnected with his perfon, which are ftiled jura
rerum or the rights of things. Wrongs alfo are divifible into, firft, prvate wrongs, which, being an infringement merely of particular rights, concern individuals only, and
are called civil injuries ; and fecondly, public wrongs, which, being a breach of general and public rights, affect the whole community, and are called crimes and
mifdemefnors.

THE objects of the laws of England falling into this fourfold divifion, the prefent commentaries will therefore confift of the four following parts : 1. The rights of
perfons ; with the means whereby fuch rights may be either acquired or loft. 2. The rights of things ; with the means alfo of acquiring and lofing them. 3. Private wrongs,
or civil injuries ; with the means of redreffing them by law. 4. Public wrongs, or crimes and mifdemefnors ; with the means of prevention and punifhment.

WE are now, firft, to confider the rights of perfons ; with the means of acquiring and lofing them.

.{FS}

11 Philipp. 12.

b l. 1. c. 3.

.{FE}

NOW

.P 119
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the rights of perfons that are commanded to be obferved by the municipal law are of two forts ; firft, fuch as are due from every citizen, which are ufually called civil
duties ; and, fecondly, fuch as belong to him, which is the more popular acceptation of rights or jura. Both may indeed be comprized in this latter divifion ; for, as all
focial duties are of a relative nature, at the fame time that they are due from one man, or fet of men, they muft alfo be due to another. But I apprehend it will be more
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clear and eafy, to confider many of them as duties required from, rather than as rights belonging to, particular perfons. Thus, for inftance, allegiance is ufually, and
therefore as the duty of the magiftrate ; and yet they are, reciprocally, the rights as well as duties of each other. Allegiance is the right of the magiftrate, and protection
the right of the people.

PERSONS alfo are divided by the law into either natural perfons, or artificial. Natural perfons are fuch as the God of nature formed us : artificial are fuch as created
and devifed by human laws for the purpofes of fociety and government ; which are called corporations or bodies politic.

THE rights of perfons confidered in their natural capacities are alfo of two forts, abfolute, and relative. Abfolue, which are fuch as appertain and belong to particular
men, merely as individuals or fingle perfons : relative, which are incident to them as members of fociety, and ftanding in various relations to each other. The firft, that is,
abfolute rights, will be the fubject of the prefent chapter.

BY the abfolute rights of individuals we mean thofe which are fo in their primary and ftricteft fenfe; fuch as would belong to their perfons merely in a ftate of nature,
and which every man is intitled to enjoy whether out of fociety or in it. But with regard to the abfolute duties, which man is bound to perform con-

fidered
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fidered as a mere individual, it is not to be expected that any human municipal laws fhould at all explain or enforce them. For the end and intent of fuch laws being
only to regulate the behaviour of mankind, as they are members of fociety, and ftand in various relations to each other, they have confequently no bufinefs or concern
with any but focial or relative duties. Let a man therefore be ever fo abandoned in his principles, or vitious in his practice, provided he keeps his wickednefs to himfelf,
and does not offend againft the rules of public decency, he is out of the reach of human laws. But if he makes his vices public, though they be fuch as feem principally
to affect himfelf, (as drunkennefs, or the like) they then become, by the bad example they fet, of pernicious effects to fociety ; and therefore it is then the bufinefs of
human laws to correct them. Here the circumftance of publication is what alters the nature of the café. Public fobriety is a relative duty, and therefore enjoined by our
laws : private fobriety is an abfolute duty, which, whether it be performed or not, human tribunals can never know; and therefore they can never enforce it by any civil
fanction. But, with refpect to rights, the café is different. Human laws define and enforce as well thofe rights which belong to a man confidered as an individual, as thofe
which belong to him confidered as related to others.

FOR the principal aim of fociety is to protect individuals in the enjoyment of thofe abfolute rights, which were vefted in them by the immutable laws of nature ; but
which could not be preferved in peace without that mutual affiftance and intercourfe, which is gained by the inftitution of friendly and focial communities. Hence it
follows, that the firft and primary end of human laws is to formation of ftates and focieties : fo that to maintain and regulate thefe, is clearly a fubfequent confideration.
And therefore the principal view of human laws is, or ought always to be, to explain, protect, and enforce fuch rights as are

abfolute,
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abfolute, which in themfelves are few and fimple ; and, then, fuch rights as are relative, which arifing from a variety of connexions, will be far more numerous and
more complicated. Thefe will take up a greater fpace in any code of laws, and hence may appear to be more attended to, though in reality they are not, than the rights
of the former kind. Let us therefore proceed to examine how far all laws ought, and how far the laws of England actually do, take notice of thefe abfolute rights, and
provide for their lafting fecurity.

THE abfolute righs of man, confidered as a free agent, endowed with difcernment to known good from evil, and with power of choofing thofe meafures which
appear to him to be moft defirable, are ufually fumed up on one general appellation, and denominated the natural liberty of mankind. This natural liberty confifts
properly in a power of acting as one thinks fit, without any reftraint or control, unlefs by the law of nature : being a right inherent in a us by birth, and one of the gifts of
God to man at his creation, when he endued him with the faculty of freewill. But every man, when he enters into fociety, gives, up a part of his natural liberty, as the
price of fo valuable a purchafe ; and, in confideration of receiving the advantages of mutual commerce, obliges himfelf to conform to thofe laws, which the community
has tough proper to eftablifh. And this fpecies of legal obedience and conformity is infinitely more defirable, than that wild and favage liberty which is facrificed to obtain
it. For no man, that confiders a moment, would wifh to retain the abfolute and uncontrolled power of doing whatever he pleafes; the confequence of which is, that every
other man would alfo have the fame power ; and then there would be no fecurity to individuals in any of the enjoyments of life. Political therefore, or civil, liberty, which
is that of a member of fociety, is no other than natural liberty fo far reftrained by human laws (and no farther) as is neceffary and expedient for the general advantage of
the publick c. Hence we may collect that the law, which reftrains a

.{FS}

c Facultas ejus, quod cuique facere libet, nifi quid jure prohibetur. Inft. 1. 3. 1.

.{FE}

Q
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man from doing mifchief to his fellow citizens, though it diminifhes the natural, increafes the civil liberty of mankind : but every wanton and caufelefs reftraint of the
will of the fubject, whether practiced by a monarch, a nobility, or a popular affembly, is a degree of tyranny. Nay, that even laws themfelves, whether made with or
without our confent, if they regulate and conftrain our conduct in matters of mere indifference, without any good end in view, are laws deftructive of liberty : whereas if
any public advantage can arife from obferving fuch precepts, the control of our private inclinations, in one or two particular points, will conduce to preferve our general
freedom in others of more importance ; by fupporting that ftate, of fociety, which alone can fecure our independence. Thus the ftatute of king Edward IV d, which forbad
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the fine gentlemen of thofe times (under the degree of a lord) to wear pikes upon their fhoes or boots of more than two inches in length, was a law that favoured of
oppreffion ; becaufe, however ridiculous the fafhion then in ufe might appear, the reftraining it by pecuniary penalties could ferve no purpofe of common utility. But the
ftatute of king Charles II e, which prefcribes a thing feemingly as indifferent ; viz. a drefs for the dead, who are all ordered to be buried in woollen; is a law confiftent
with public liberty, for it encourages the ftaple trade, on which in great meafure depends the univerfal good of the nation. So that laws, wen prudently framed, are by no
means fubverfive but rather introductive of liberty ; for (as Mr Locke has well obferved f) where there is no law, there is no freedom. But then, on the other hand, that
conftitution or frame of government, that fyftem of laws, is alone calculated to maintain civil liberty, which leaves the fubject entire mafter of his own conduct, except in
thofe points wherein the public good requires fome direction or reftraint.

THE idea and practice of this political or civil liberty flourifh in their higheft vigour in thefe kingdoms, where it falls little

.{FS}

d 3 Edw. IV. c. 5.

e 30 Car. II. ft. 1. c. 3.

f on Gov. p. 2. § 57.

.{FE}

fhort
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fhort of perfection, and can only be loft or deftroyed by the folly or demerits of it's owner : the legiflature, and of courfe the laws of England, being peculiarly
adapted to the prefervation of this ineftimable bluffing even in the meaneft fubject. Very different from the modern conftitutions of other ftates, on the continent of
Europe, and from the genius of the imperial law ; which in general are calculated to veft an arbitrary and defpotic power of controlling the actions of the fubject in the
prince, or in a few grandees. And this fpirit of liberty is fo deeply implanted in our conftitution, and rooted even in our very foil, that a flave or a negro, the moment he
lands in England, falls under the protection of the laws, and with regard to all natural rights becomes eo inftanti a freeman g.

THE abfolute rights of every Englifhman (which, taken in a political and extenfive fenfe, are ufually called their liberties) as they are founded on nature and reafon,
fo they are coeval with our form of government ; though fubject at times to fluctuate and change : their eftablifhment (excellent as it is) being ftill human. At fome times
we have feen them depreffed by overbearing and tyrannical princes; at others fo luxuriant as even to tend to anarchy, a worfe ftate than tyranny itfelf, as any
government is better than none at all. But the vigour of our free conftitution has always delivered the nation from thefe embaraffments, and, as foon as the convulfions
confequent on the ftruggle have been over, the balance of our rights and liberties has fettled to it's proper level; and their fundamental articles have been from time to
time afferted in parliament, as often as they were thought to be in danger.

FIRST, by the great charter of liberties, which was obtained, fword in hand, from king John ; and afterwards, with fome alterations, confirmed in parliament by king
Henry the third, his fon. Which charter contained very few new grants ; but, as fir Edward Coke h obferves, was for the moft part declaratory of the

.{FS}

s Salk. 666.

h 2 Inft. proem.

.{FE}

Q 2

principal
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principal grounds of the fundamental laws of England. Afterwards by the ftatute called confirmatio cartarum I, whereby the great charter is directed to be allowed as
the common law ; all judgments contrary to it are declared void ; copies of it are ordered to be fent to all cathedral churches, and read twice a year to the people ; and
fentence of excommunication is directed to be as conftantly denounced againft all thofe that by word, deed, or counfel act contrary thereto, or in any degree infringe it.
Next by a multitude of fubfequent corroborating ftatutes, (fir Edward Coke, I think, reckons thirty two k,) from the firft Edward to Henry the foruth. Then, after a long
interval, by the petition of right ; which was a parliamentary declaration of the liberties of the people , affented to by king Charles the firft in the beginning of his reign.
Which was clofely followed by the ftill more ample conceffions made by that unhappy prince to his parliament, before the fatal rupture between them ; and by the many
falutary laws, particularly the habeas corpus act, paffed under Charles the fecund. To thefe fucceeded the bill of rights, or declaration delivered by the lords and
commons to the prince and princefs of Orange 13 February 1688 ; and afterwards enacted in parliament, when they became king and queen : which declaration
concludes in thefe remarkable words ; “and they do claim, “demand, and infift upon all and fingular the premifes, as their “undoubted rights and liberties.” And the act of
parliament itfelf l recognizes “all and fingular the rights and liberties afferted “and claimed in the faid declaration to be the true, antient, and “indubitable rights of the
people of this kingdom.” Lartly, thefe liberties wee again afferted at the commencement of the prefent century, in the act of fettlement m, whereby the crown is limited to
his prefent majeft's illuftrious houfe, and fome new provifions were added at the fame fortunate aera for better fecuring our religion, laws, and liberties ; which the
ftatute declares to be “the birthright of the people of England,” according to the antient doctrine of the common law n.

.{FS}

i 25 Edw. I.

k 2 Inft. proem.
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l 1 W. and M. ft. 2. c. 2.

m 12 & 13 W. III. c. 2.

n Plowd. 55.

.{FE}

THUS
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THUS much for the declaration of our rights and liberties. The rights themfelves thus defined by thefe feveral ftatutes , confift in a number of private immunities ;
which will appear, from what has been premifed, to be indeed no other, than either that refiduum of natural liberty, which is not required by the laws of fociety to be
facrificed to public convenience ; or elfe thofe civil privileges, which fociety hath engaged to provide, in lieu of the natural liberties fo given up by individuals. Thefe
therefore were formerly, either by inheritance or purchafe, the rights of all mankind ; but, in moft other countries of the world being now more or lefs debafed and
deftroyed, they at prefent may be faid to remain, in a peculiar and emphatical manner, the rights of the people of England. And thefe may be reduced to three principal
or primary articles ; the right of perfonal fecurity, the right of perfonal liberty ; and the right of private property : becaufe as there is no other known method of
compulfion, or of abridging man's natural free will, but by an infringment or diminution of one or other of thefe important righs, the prefervation of thefe, inviolate, may
juftly be faid to include the prefervation of our civil immunities in their largeft and moft extenfive fenfe.

I. THE right of perfonal fecurity confifts in a perfon's legal and uninterrupted enjoyment of his life, his limbs, his body, his health, and his reputation.

1. LIFE is the immediate gift of God, a right inherent by nature in every individual ; and it begins in contemplation of law as foon as an infant is able to ftir in the
mother's womb. For if a woman is quick with child, and by a potion, or otherwife, killeth it in her womb ; or if any one beat her, whereby the child dieth in her body, and
fhe is delivered of a dead child ; this, though not murder, was by the antient law homicide or manflaughter o. But at prefent it is not looked upon in quite fo

.{FS}

o Si aliquis mulierem praegnantem percufferit, vel ei venenum dederit, per quod fecerit abortivam ; fi puerperium jam formatum fuerit, et maxime fi fuerit animatum,
facit bomicidium. Bracton. l. 3. c. 21.

.{FE}
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.P 126

The RIGHTS OF PERSONS.

BOOK I.

Ch. 1.

atrocious a light, though it remains a very heinous mifdemefnor p.

AN infant in ventre ftatute mere, or in the mother's womb, is fuppofed in law to be born for many purpofes. It is capable of having a legacy, or a furrender of a
copyhold eftate made to it. It may have a guardian affigned to it q ; and it is enabled to have an eftate limited to it's ufe, and to take afterwards by fuch limitation, as if it
were then actually born r. And in this point the civil law agrees with ours s.

2. A MAN'S limbs, (by which for the prefent we only underftand thofe members which may be ufeful to him in fight, and the lofs of which only amounts to mayhem
by the common law) are alfo the gift of the wife creator ; to enable man to protect himfelf from external injuries in a ftate of nature. To thefe therefore he has a natural
inherent right ; and they cannot be wantonly deftroyed or difabled without a manifeft breach of civil liberty.

BOTH the life and limbs of a man are of fuch high value, in the eftimation of the law of England, that it pardons even homicide if committed .{FE} defendendo, or in
order to preferve them. For whatever is done by a man, to fave either life or member, is looked upon as done upon the higheft neceffity and compulfion. Therefore if a
man through fear of death or mayhem is prevailed upon to execute a deed, or do any other legal act ; thefe, though accompanied with all other the requifite folemnities,
are totally void in law, if forced upon him by a well-grounded apprehenfion of lofing his life, or even his limbs, in café of his non-compliance t. And the fame is alfo a
fufficient excufe for the commiffion of many mifdemefnors, as will appear in the fourth book.

.{FS}

p 3. Inft. 90.

q Stat. 12 Car II c. 24.

r Stat. 10 & 11 W. III. c. 16.

s 2id in imtelliguntur in rervum natura effe, cum de eorum commode agatur. Ff. 1. 5. 26.

t 2 Inft. 483.

.{FE}

The
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The conftraint a man is under in thefe circumft nces is called in law durefs, from the Latin durities, of which there are two forts ; durefs of imprifonment, where a
man actually lofes his liberty, fo which we fhall prefently fpeak ; and durefs per minas, where the hardfhip is only threatened and impending, which is that we are now
difcourfing of. Durefs per minas is either for fear of lofs of life, or elfe for fear of mayhem, or lofs of limb. And this fear muft be upon fufficient reafon ; “non,” as Bracton
expreffes it, 'fufpicio cujuflibet vani et meticulofi bominis, fed talis qui poffit “cadere in cirum conftantem ; talis enim debet effe metus, qui in .fe “contineat vitae
periculum, aut corporis cruciatum u.” A fear of battery, or being beaten, though never fo well grounded, is no durefs ; neither is the fear of having one's houfe burnt, or
one's goods taken away and deftroyed ; becaufe in thefe cafes, fhould the threat be performed, a man may have fatisfaction by recovering equivalent damages w: but
no fuitable atonement can be made for the lofs of life, or limb. And the indulgence fhewn to a man under this, the principal, for of durefs, he fear of lofing his life or
limbs, agrees alfo with that maxim of the civil law ; ignofcitur ei qui fanguinem fuum qualiter redemptum voluit x.

THE law not only regards life and member, and protecs every man in the enjoyment of them, but alfo furnifhes him with every thing neceffary for their fupport. For
there is no man fo indigent or wretched, but he may demand a fupply fufficient for all the neceffities of life, from the more opulent part of the community, by means of
the feveral ftatutes enacted for the relief of the poor, of which in their proper places. A humane provifion ; yet, though dictated by the principles of fociety,
difcountenanced by the Roman laws. For the edicts of the emperor Conftantine, commanding the public to maintain the children of thofe who were unable to provide
for them, in order to prevent the murder and expofure of infants, an inftitution founded on the fame principle as our

.{FS}

u l. 2. c. 5.

w 2 inft. 483.

z Ff. 48. 21. 1.

.{FE}

founding
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founding hofpitals, though comprized in the Theodofian code y, were rejected in Juftinian's collection.

THESE rights, of life and member, can only be determined by the death of the perfon ; which is either a civil or natural death. The civil death commences if any
man be banifhed the realm z by the procefs of the common law, or enters into religion ; that is, goes into a monaftery, and becomes there a monk profeffed : in which
cafes he is abfolutely dead in law, and his next heir fhall have his eftate. For, fuch banifhed man is entirely cut off from fociety; and fuch a monk, upon his profeffion,
renounces folemnly all fecular concerns : and befides, as the popifh clergy claimed an exemption from the duties of civil life, and the commands of the temporal
magiftrate, the genius of the Englifh law would not fuffer thofe perfons to enjoy the benefits of fociety, who fecluded themfelves from it, and refufed to fubmit to it's
regulations a. A monk is therefore accounted civiliter mortuus, and when he enters into religion may, like other dying men, make his teftament and executors ; or, if he
makes none, the ordinary may grant adminiftration to his next of kin, as if he were actually dead inteftate. And fuch executors and adminiftrators fhall have the fame
power, and may bring the fame actions for debts due to the religious, and are liable to the fame actions for thofe due from him, as if he were naturally deceafed b. Nay,
fo far has this principle been carried, that when one was bound in a bond to an abbot and his fucceffors, and afterwards made his executors and profeffed himfelf a
monk of the fame abbey, and in procefs of time was himfelf made abbot thereof ; here the law gave him, in the capacity of abbot, an action of debt againft his own
executors to recover the money due c. In fhort, a monk or religious is fo effectually dead in law, that a leafe made even to a third perfon, during the life (generally) of
one who afterwards becomes a monk, determines by fuch his entry into religion : for

.{FS}

y l. 11. t. 27.

z Co. Litt. 133.

a This was alfo a rv'e in the feudal law, l. 2. t. 21. defat effe miles feculi, qui factus eft miles Chrifti ; nec beneficium pertinet ad cum qui non debet gerere officium.

b Litt. §. 200.

c Co. Litt. 133 b.

.{FE}
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which reafon leafes, and other conveyances, for life, are ufually made to have and to hold for the term of one's natural life d.

THIS natural life being, as was before obferved, the immediate donation of the great creator, cannot legally be difpofed of or deftroyed by any individual, neither by
the perfon himfelf nor by any other of his fellow creatures, merely upon their own authority. Yet neverthelefs it may, by the divine permiffion, be frequently forfeited for
the breach of thofe laws of fociety, which are enforced by the fanction of capital punifhments ; of the nature, reftrictions, expedience, and legality of which, we may
hereafter more conveniently enquire in the concluding book of thefe commentaries. At prefent, I fhall only obferve, that whenever the conftitution of a ftate vefts in any
man, or body of men, a power of deftroying at pleafure, without the direction of laws, the lives or members of the fubject, fuch conftitution is in the higheft degree

 Compendium of Laws 
Page 0038

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 68 of 213   Page ID
#:11487



6/20/22, 3:22 PM Avalon Project - Blackstone's Commentaries on the Laws of England - Book the First - Chapter the First : Of the Absolute Rights o…

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/blackstone_bk1ch1.asp 6/10

tyrannical : and that whenever any laws direct fuch deftruction for light and trivial caufes, fuch laws are likewife tyrannical, though in an inferior degree ; becaufe here
the fubject is aware of the danger he is expofed to, and may by prudent caution provide againft it. The ftatute law of England does therefore very feldom, and the
common law does never, inflict any punifhment extending to life or limb, unlefs upon the higheft neceffity : and the conftitution is an utter ftranger to any arbitrary power
of killing or maiming the fubject without the exprefs warrant of law. “Nullus liber homo, fays the great charter e, ali- “ quo modo deftruatur, nifi per legale judicium parium
fuorum aut “per legem terrae.” Which words, “aliquo modo deftruatur,” according to fir Edward Coke f, include a prohibition not only of killing, and maiming, but alfo of
torturing (to which our laws are ftrangers) and of every oppreffion by colour of an illegal authority. And it is enacted by the ftatute 5 Edw. III. c. 9. that no man fhall be
forejudged of life or limb, contrary to the great charter and the law of the land : and again, by ftatute 28 Ed. III.

.{FS}

d 2 Rep. 48. Co. Litt. 132.

e c. 29.

f 2 Inft. 48.

.{FE}
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c. 3. that no man fhall be put to death, without being brought to anfwer by due procefs of law.

3. BESIDES thofe limbs and members that may be neceffary to man, in order to defend himfelf or annoy his enemy, the reft of his perfon or body is alfo entitled by
the fame natural right to fecurity from the corporal infults of menaces, affaults, beating, and wounding ; though fuch infults amount not to deftruction of life or member.

4.THE prefervation of a man's health from fuch practices as may prejudice or annoy it, and

5. THE fecurity of his reputation or good name from the arts of detraction and flander, are rights to which every man is intitled, by reafon and natural juftice ; fince
without thefe it is impoffible to have the perfect enjoyment of any other advantage or right. But thefe three laft articles (being of much lefs importance than thofe which
have gone before, and thofe which are yet to come ) it will fuffice to have barely mentioned among the rights of perfons ; referring the more minute difcuffion of their
feveral branches, to thofe parts of our commentaries which treat of the infringement of thefe rights, under the head of perfonal wrongs.

II. NEXT to perfonal fecurity, the law of England regards, afferts, and preferves the perfonal liberty of individuals. This perfonal liberty confifts in the power of loco-
motion, of changing fituation, or removing one's perfon to whatfoever place one's own inclination may direct ; without imprifonment or reftraint, unlefs by due courfe of
law. Concerning which we may make the fame obfervations as upon the preceding article ; that it is a right ftrictly natural ; that the laws of England have never
abridged it without fufficient caufe ; and , that in this kingdom it cannot ever be abridged at the mere difcretion of the magiftrate, without the explicit permiffion of the
laws. Here again the language of the great charter g is, that no freeman fhall be taken or imprifoned

.{FS}

g c. 29.

.{FE}
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but by the lawful judgment of his equals, or by the law of the land. And many fubfequent old ftatutes h expreffly direct, that no man fhall be taken or imprifoned or
detained without caufe fhewn, to which he may make anfwer according to law. By 16 Car. I. c. 10. if any perfon be reftrained of his liberty by order or decree of any
illegal court, or by command of the king's majefty in perfon, or by warrant of the council board, or of any of the privy council ; he fhall, upon demand of his counfel, have
a writ of habeas corpus, to bring his body before the court of king's bench or common pleas ; who fhall determine whether the caufe of his commitment be juft, and
thereupon do as to juftice fhall appertain. And by 31 Car. II. c. 2. commonly called the babcas corpus act, the methods of obtaining this writ are fo plainly pointed out
and enforced, that, fo long as this ftatute remains unimpeached, no fubject of England can be long detained in prifon, except in thofe cafes in which the law requires
and juftifies fuch detainer. And, left this act fhould be evaded by demanding unreafonable bail, or fureties for the prifoner's appearance, it is declared by 1 W. & M. ft. 2.
c. 2. that excefive bail ought not to be required.

OF great importance to the public is the prefervation of this perfonal liberty : for if once it were left in the power of any, the higheft, magiftrate to imprifon arbitrarily
whomever he or his officers thought proper, (as in France it is daily practiced by the crown ) there would foon be an end of all other rights and immunities. Some have
thought, that unjuft attacks, even upon life, or property, at the arbitrary will of the magiftrate, are lefs dangerous to the commonwealth, than fuch as are made upon the
perfonal liberty of the fubject. To bereave a man of life, of by violence to confifcate his eftate, without accufation or trial, would be fo grofs and notorious an act of
defpotifm, as muft at once

.{FS}

h 5 Edw. III. c. 9. 25. Edw. III. Ft. 5. c. 4. and 28 Edw. III. 4. 3.

.{FE}
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convey the alarm of tyranny throughout the whole kingdom. But confinement of the perfon, by fecretly hurrying him to gaol, where his fufferings are unknown or
forgotten ; is a lefs public, a lefs ftriking, and therefore a more dangerous engine of arbitrary government. And yet fometimes, when the ftate is in real danger, even this
may be a neceffary meafure. But the happinefs of our conftitution is, that it is not left to the executive power to determine when the danger of the ftate is fo great, as to
render this meafure expedient. For the parliament only, or legiflative power, whenever it fees prper, can authorize the crown, by fufpending the babeas corpus act for a
fhort and limited time, to imprifon fufpected perfons without giving any reafon for fo doing. As the fenate of Rome was wont to have recourfe to a dictator, a magiftrate
of abfolute authority, when they judged the republic in any imminent danger. The decree of the fenate, which ufually preceded the nomination of this magiftrate, “dent
operam confu- “les, nequid refpublica detrimenti capiat,” was called the fenatus confultum ultimate neceffitatis. In like manner this experiment ought only to be tried in
cafe of extreme emergency ; and in thefe the nation parts with it's liberty for a while, in order to preferve it for ever.

THE confinement of the perfon, in any wife, is an imprifonment. So that the keeping a man againft his will in a private houfe, putting him in the ftocks, arrefting or
forcibly detaining him in the ftreet, is an imprifonment i. And the law fo much difcourages unlawful confinement, that if a man is under durefs of imprifonment, which we
before explained to mean a compulfion by an illegal reftraint of liberty, until he feals a bond or the like ; he may alledge this durefs, and avoid the extorted bond. But if a
man be lawfully imprifoned, and either to procure his difcharge, or on any other fair account, feals a bond or a deed, this is not by durefs of imprifonment, and he is not
at liberty to avoid itk. To make imprifonment lawful, it muft either be, by procefs from the courts of judicature, or by warrant from fome

.{FS}

i 2. Inft. 5 9.

k 2 Inft. 482.

.{FE}
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legal officer, having authority to commit to prifon ; which warrant muft be in writing, under the hand and feal of the magiftrate, and exprefs the caufes of the
commitment, in order to be examined into (if neceffary) upon a babeas corpus. If there be no caufe expreffed, the goaler is not bound to detain the prifoner l. For the
law judges in this refpect, faith fir Edward Coke, like Feftus the Roman governor ; that it is unreafonable to fend a prifoner, and not to fignify withal the crimes alleged
againft him.

A NATURAL and regular confequence of this perfonal liberty, is that every Englifhman may claim a right to abide in his own country fo long as he pleafes ; and not
to be driven from it unlefs by the fentence of the law. The king indeed, by his royal prerogative, may iffue out his writ ne exeat regnum, and prohibit any of his fubjects
from going into foreign parts without licence m. This may be neceffary for the public fervice, and fafeguard of the commonwealth. But no power on earth, except the
authority of parliament, can fend any fubject of England out of the land againft his will ; no not even a criminal. For exile, or tranfportation, is a punifhment unknown to
the common law ; and, wherever it is now infticted, it is either by the choice of the criminal himfelf, to efcape a capital punifhment, or elfe by the exprefs direction of
fome modern act of parliament. To this purpofe the great charter n declares that no freeman fhall be banifhed, unlefs by the judgment of his peers, or by the law of the
land. And by the babeas corpus act, 31 Car. II. c. 2. (that fecund magna carta, and ftable bulwark of our liberties) it is enacted, that no fubject of this realm, who is an
inhabitant of England, Wales, or Berwick , fhall be fent prifoner into Scotland, Ireland, Jerfey, Guernfey, or places beyond the feas ; (where they cannot have the benefit
and protection of the common law ) but that all fuch imprifonments fhall be illegal ; that the perfon, who fhall dare to commit another contrary to this law, fhall be
difabled from bearing any office, fhall incur the penalty of a praemunire, and be incapable of receiving the king's pardon :

.{FS}

l 2 Inft. 52. 53.

m F. N. B. 85.

n cap. 29.

.{FE}
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and the party fuffering fhall alfo have his private action againft the perfon committing, and all his aiders, advifers and abettors, and fhall recover treble cofts ;
befides his damages, which no jury fhall affefs at lefs than five hundred pounds.

THE law in is this refpect fo benignly and liberally conftrued for the benefit of the fubject, that, though within the realm the king may command the attendance and
fervice, of all his liegemen, yet he cannot fend any man out of the realm, even upon the public fervice : he cannot even conftitute a man lord deputy or lieutenant of
Ireland againft his will, nor make him a foreign embaffador o. For this might in reality be no more than an honorable exile.
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III. THE third abfolute right, inherent in every Englifhman, is that of property : which confifts in the free ufe, enjoyment, and difpofal of all his acquifitions, without
any control or diminution, fave only by the laws of the land. The original of private property is probably founded in nature, as will be more fully explained in the fecund
book of the enfuing commentaries : but certainly the modifications under which we at prefent find it, the method of conferving it in the prefent owner, and of tranflating it
from man to man, are entirely derived from fociety ; and are fome of thofe civil advantages, in exchange for which every individual has refigned a part of his natural
liberty. The laws of England are therefore, in point of honor and juftice, extremely watchful in afcertaining and protecting this right. Upon this principle the great charter
p has declared that no freeman fhall be diffeifed, or divefted, of his freehold, or of his liberties, or free cuftoms, but by the judgment of his peers, or by the law of the
land. And by a variety of antient ftatutes q it is enacted, that no man's lands or goods fhall be feifed into the king's hands, againft the great charter, and the law of the
land ; and that no man fhall be difinherited, nor put out of his franchifes or freehold,

.{FS}

o 2 Inft. 47.

p c. 29.

q 5 Edw. III. c. 9. 25 Edw. III. ft. 5. c. 4. 28 Edw. III. c. 3.

.{FE}
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unlefs he be duly brought to anfwer, and be forejudged by courfe of law ; and if any thing be done to the contrary, it fhall be redreffed, and holden for none.

SO great moreover is the regard of the law for private property, that it will not authorize the leaft violation of it ; no, not even for the general good of the whole
community. If a new road, for inftance, were to be made through the grounds of a private perfon, it might perhaps be extenfively beneficial to the public ; but the law
permits no man, or fet of men, to do this without confent of the owner of the land. In vain may it be urged, that the good of the individual ought to yield to that of the
community ; for it would be dangerous to allow any private man, or even any public tribunal, to be the judge of this common good, and to decide whether it be
expedient or no. Befides, the public good is in nothing more effentially interefted, than in the protection of every individual's private rights, as modelled by the municipal
law. In this, and fimilar cafes the legiflature alone, can, and indeed frequently does, interpofe, and compel the individual to acquiefce. But how does it interpofe and
compel ? Not by abfolutely ftripping the fubject of his property in an arbitrary manner ; but by giving him a full indemnification and equivalent for the injury thereby
fuftained. The public is now confidered as an individual, treating with an individual for an exchange. All that the legiflature does is to oblige the owner to alienate his
poffeffions for a reafonable price ; and even this is an exertion of power, which the legiflature indulges with caution, and which nothing but the legiflature can perform.

NOR is this the only inftance in which the law of the land has poftponed even public neceffity to the facred and inviolable rights of private property. For no fubject of
England can be conftrained to pay any aids or taxes, even for the defence of the realm or the fupport of government, but fuch as are impofed by his own confent, or
that of his reprefenatives in parliament. By the ftatute 25 Edw. I. c. 5 and 6, it is provided, that the king

fhall
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fhall not take any aids or tafks, but by the common affent of the realm. And what that common affent is, is more fully explained by 34 Edw. I. ft. 4. cap. 1. which
enacts, that no talliage or aid fhall be taken without affent of the arch-bifhops, bifhops, earls, barons, knights, burgeffes, and other freemen of the land r : and again by
14 Edw. III. ft. 2. c. 1. the prelates, earls, barons, and commons, citizens, burgeffes, and merchants fhall not be charged to make any aid, if it be not by the common
affent of the great men and commons in parliament. And as this fundamental law had been fhamefully evaded under many fucceeding princes, by compulfive loans,
and benevolences extorted without a real and voluntary confent, it was made an article in the petition of right 3 Car. I, that no man fhall be compelled to yield any gift,
loan, or benevolence, tax, or fuch like charge, without common confent by act of parliament. And, laftly, by the ftatute 1 W. & M. ft. 2. c. 2. it is declared, that levying
money for or to the ufe of the crown, by pretence of prerogative, without grant of parliament ; or for longer time, or in other manner, than the fame is or fhall be granted,
is illegal.

IN the three preceding articles we have taken a fhort view of the principal abfolute rights which appertain to every Englifhman. But in vain would thefe rights be
declared, afcertained, and protected by the dead letter of the laws, if the conftitution had provided no other method to fecure their actual enjoyment. It has therefore
eftablifhed certain other auxiliary fubordinate rights of the fubject, which ferve principally as barriers to protect and maintain inviolate the three great and primary rights,
of perfonal fecurity, perfonal liberty, and private property. Thefe are,

1. THE conftitution, powers, and privileges of parliament, of which I fhall treat at large in the enfuing chapter.

.{FS}

r See the hiftorical introduction to the great charter, & c. fub anno 1297 ; wherein it is fhewn that this ftatute de talliagio non concedendo, fuppo ed to have been
made in 34 Edw. I, is in reality nothing more than a fort of tranflation into Latin of the confirmatio cartarum, 25 Edw. I, which was originally publifhed in the Norman
language.

.{FE}
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2. THE limitation of the king's prerogative, by bounds fo certain and notorious, that it is impoffible he fhould exceed them without the confent of the people. Of this
alfo I fhall treat in it's proper place. The former of thefe keeps the lcgiflative power in due health and vigour, fo as to make it improbable that laws fhould be enacted
deftructive of general liberty : the latter is a guard upon the executive power, by reftraining it from acting either beyond or in contradiction to the laws, that are framed
and eftablifhed by the other.

3. A THIRD fubordinate right of every Englifhman is that of applying to the courts of juftice for redrefs of injuries. Since the law is in England the fupreme arbiter of
every man's life, liberty, and property, courts of juftice muft at all times be open to the fubject, and the law be duly adminiftred therein. The emphatical words of magna
carta s, fpoken in the perfon of the king, who in judgment of law (fays fir Edward Coke t) is ever prefent and repeating them in all his courts, are thefe ; “nulli
“vendemus, nulli negabimus, aut differemus rectum vel juftitiam : “and therefore every fubject,” continues the fame learned author, “for injury done to him in bonis, in
terries, vel perfona, by “any other fubject, be he ecclefiaftical or temporal without any “exception, may take his remedy by the courfe of the law, and “have juftice and
right for the injury done to him, freely with- “out fale, fully without any denial, and fpeedily without delay.” It were endlefs to enumerate all the affirmative acts of
parliament wherein juftice is directed to be done according to the law of the land : and what that law is, every fubject knows ; or may know if he pleafes : for it depends
not upon the arbitrary will of any judge ; but is permanent, fixed, and unchangeable, unlefs by authority of parliament. I fhall however juft mention a few negative
ftatutes , whereby abufes, perverfions, or delays of juftice, efpecially by the prerogative, are reftrained. It is ordained by

.{FS}

s c. 29.

t 2 Inft. 55.

.{FE}

S

magna

.P 138

The RIGHTS OF PERSONS.

BOOK I.

Ch. 1.

magna carta u, that no freeman fhall be outlawed, that is, put out of the protection and benefit of the laws, but according to the law of the land. By 2 Edw. III. c. 8.
and 11 Ric. II. c. 10. it is enacted, that no commands or letters fhall be fent under the great feal, or the little feal, the fignet, or privy feal, in difturbance of the law ; or to
difturb or delay common right : and, though fuch commandments fhould come, the judges fhall not ceafe to do right. And by 1 W. & M. ft. 2 : c. 2. it is declared, that the
pretended power of fufpending, or difpenfing with laws, or the execution of laws, by regal authority without confent of parliament, is illegal.

NOT only the fubftantial part, or judicial decifions, of the law, but alfo the formal part, or method of proceeding, cannot be altered but by parliament ; for if once
thofe outworks were demolifhed, there would be no inlet to all manner of innovation in the body of the law itfelf. The king, it is true, may erect new courts of juftice ; but
then they muft proceed according to the old eftablifhed forms of the common law. For which reafon it is declared in the ftatute 16 Car. I. c. 10. upon the diffolution of the
court of ftarchamber, that neither his majefty, nor his privy council, have any jurifdiction, power, or authority by Englifh bill, petition, articles, libel (which were the courfe
of proceeding in the ftarchamber, borrowed from the civil law) or by any other arbitrary way whatfoever, to examine, or draw into queftion, determine or difpofe of the
lands or goods of any fubjects of this kingdom ; but that the fame ought to be tried and determined in the ordinary courts of juftice, and by courfe of law.

4. IF there fhould happen any uncommon injury, or infringement of the rights beforementioned, which the ordinary courfe of law is too defective to reach, there ftill
remains a fourth fubordinate right appertaining to every individual, namely, the right of petitioning the king, or either houfe of parliament, for the

.{FS}

u c. 29.
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redrefs of grievances. In Ruffia we are told w that the czar Peter eftablifhed a law, that no fubject might petition the throne, till he had firft petitioned two different
minifters of ftate. In café he obtained juftice from neither, he might then prefent a third petition to the prince ; but upon pain of death, if found to be in the wrong. The
confequence of which was, that no one dared to offer fuch third petition ; and grievances feldom falling under the notice of the fovereign, he had little opportunity to
redrefs them. The reftrictions, for fome there are, which are laid upon petitioning in England, are of a nature extremely different ; and while they promote the fpirit of
peace, they are no check upon that of liberty. Care only muft be taken, left, under the pretence of petitioning, the fubject be guilty of any riot or tumult ; as happened in
the opening of the memorable parliament in 1640 : and, to prevent this, it is provided by the ftatute 13 Car. II. ft. 1. c. 5. that no petition to the king, or either houfe of
parliament, for any alterations in church or ftate, fhall be figned by above twenty perfons, unlefs the matter thereof be approved by three juftices of the peace or the
major part of the grand jury, in the country ; and in London by the lord mayor, aldermen, and common council ; nor fhall any petition be prefented by more than two
perfons at a time. But under thefe regulations , it is declared by the ftatute 1 W. & M. ft. 2. c. 2. that the fubject hath a right to petition ; and that all commitments and
profecutions for fuch petitioning are illegal.

5. THE fifth and laft auxiliary right of the fubject, that I fhall at prefent mention, is that of having arms for their defence, fuitable to their condition and degree, and
fuch as are allowed by law. Which is alfo declared by the fame ftatute 1 W. & M. ft. 2. c. 2. and is indeed a public allowance, under due reftrictions, of the natural right
of refiftance and felf-prefervation, when the fanctions of fociety and laws are found infufficient to reftrain the violence of oppreffion.

.{FS}

w Montefq. Sp. L. 12. 26.
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IN thefe feveral articles confift the rights, or, as they are frequently termed, the liberties of Englifhmen : liberties more generally talked of, than thoroughly
underftood ; and yet highly neceffary to be perfectly known and confidered by every man of rank or property, left his ignorance of the points whereon it is founded
fhould hurry him into faction and licentioufnefs on the one hand, or a pufillanimous indifference and criminal fubmiffion on the other. And we have feen that thefe rights
confift, primarily, in the free enjoyment of perfonal fecurity, of perfonal liberty, and of private property. So long as thefe remain inviolate, the fubject is perfectly free ; for
every fpecies of compulfive tyranny and oppreffion muft act in oppofition to one or other of thefe rights, having no other object upon which it can poffibly be employed.
To preferve thefe from violation, it is neceffary that the conftitution of parliaments be fupported in it's full vigor ; and limits certainly known, be fet to the royal
prerogative. And, laftly, to vindicate thefe rights, when actually violated or attacked, the fubjects of England are entitled, in the firft place, to the regular adminiftration
and free courfe of juftice in the courts of law ; next to the right of petitioning the king and parliament for redrefs of grievances ; and laftly to the right of having and ufing
arms for felf-prefervation and defence. And all thefe rights and liberties it is our birthright to enjoy entire ; unlefs where the laws of our country have laid them under
neceffary reftraints. Reftraints in themfelves fo gentle and moderate, 23 will appear upon farther enquiry, that no man of fenfe or probity would wifh to fee them
flackened. For all of us have it in our choice to do every thing that a good man would defire to do ; and are reftrained from nothing, but what would be pernicious either
to ourfelves or our fellow citizens. So that this review of our fituation may fully juftify the obfervation of a learned French author, who indeed generally both thought and
wrote in the fpirit of genuine freedom x; and who hath not fcrupled to profefs, even

.{FS}
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in the very bofom of his native coglifh is the only nation in the world, where political or civil liberty is the direct end of it's conftitution. Recommending therefore to
the ftudent in our laws a farther and more accurate feach into this extenfive and important title, I fhall clofe my remarks upon it with the expiring wifh of the famous
father Paul to his country,

“ESTO PERPETUA !”
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'femporary L A W' S of t'1e Provine~ 

*************"***************************~*'* 
CH AP. V. 

An Act for reviving an Act r. 

l'afs'd 29th • 1 d A Ad • _1d • · A' d. • 1 d A of GEo. 2, ent1tu e , n ..n.c~ tn aa, ttton to an c~, ent1tu e , n 
AB, for eflablijhing Courts oj publick Jujl.ce within this 
Province, made and pajs' d in the fevente~nth rear of His 
prefant Majefly' s Reign. 

WHEREAS the he/ore recited act is expired, the (rune bei1::;: 
temporary, and the fame ba,ving been found very bene-/ic.rd 

~reamble. whil/l in force, and it appearing nectjfary that tbe Jame foou!d be 
rervived: 

BE IT ENACTED by bis ExcELLENCY tbe Gov ER NOR, CouNcn,_ 
and ASSEMBLY, That the before recited acl:, and all and fin~ 

gular the paragraphs, claufes, articles, directions and powers in the 
faid acl: contained, 1hall be, and hereby are revived, re-ena¢led, di­
recl:ed and ordered to abide and remain in full force, and according­
ly to be exercif ed, pracl:if ed and put in execution for and during 
the fpace of twenty years from the paffing hereof, and no longer. 

J:()'.(r.t::,:(~~:,:(J'l.:*.*»::r.ot:◊.:.~:~~~~:A:«:~%.~rJ.:~(j:~o.::~:~:!&:».:~o.::«:«:?&.:SS>~~~:~f~).'t'.: 

CH A P. VI. 

Pafs'd 2jth An AB: for preventing a11d 
ef GEo, 

2
• fuppreffing of Riots, Routs, and unlawful Affemblies. 

§ .. J. BE IT EN ACTED hy the Gov ER No R, CouNcn, and 
AssEMBLY, and by tbe AunrnRITY of tbe/ame, IT IS 

hereby ENACTED and ORDAINED, That if three perfons or more, 
. 1hall affemble themfelves with an intent to do any unlawful ad, 

Rtoters ~p- again ft the perfon of another, or againfi: f everal pcrfons, with force 
on conv1c- d . 1 k"Il b d d h r l .. tion to pay an v10 ence, as to 1 , eat, woun , or o any ot er per1ona InJU-
50_ I. or :e- ry, or again:ft his, her or their efi:ate or poiTefiion wr,mgfolly, or to 
~e~ve thaty do any other unlawful aet with force or violence againfi th:: peace, 

npes, or to the manife:ft terror of the people, and being required and cCJm-
manded by any magifirate, field officer, captain of the militia, ihe­
riff, felecl:-man orconfiable (in the town or parifh to which fuch officers 
refpecl:ively in the exercife of their offa:e are limi~ed,) hy proclama­
tion to be made in the king's name, in the form herein after direcl:­
ed, to dif perfe and peaceably depart to their habitations or lawful 
bufinefs, 1hall not fo difperfe and depart: or being fo aifembled, 1hall 
do any unlawful act, with force and violence, againfi the perfo:1 of 
any one or more, or againfi: his, her or their efiate or poife-Bion, or 
againfi: the public peace, order or intereft, in manner as aforefai.J, 
ani fhall be thereof convicl:ed by dne rourfe of law, either before 
the court of general feffions of the peace, or fuperior court of judi-

cature 
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of NE W-H AMP SH I R E. 9 

cature, every fuch offender fhall forfeit and pay for every fuch of ... 
fence, not exceeding the fum of fifty f,ounds, :rnd in default of pay­
ing the fame, within twenty four hours after fentence, :!hall be whipt 
on the naked back at fome publick place, not exceeding thirty frripes, 
according to the circmnllances aggravating or extenuating the of-
fence ; and ihall pay the legal cofis of profe(:ution, .1nd fhall frand The 01111 .. 

committed rill f entence performed. And the form and ord,2r of n~r of mak. .. 
the proclamation to be made as aforcfaid, fhall be as follows, name- ing i:rocla• 
ly, the officers aforefaid, or any of them, ihall among; or as near matwn, 

.as they, or any of them can fafely, come to the faid rioters and 
command filcnce to be kept while proclamation is making, and fhall 
then with a loud voice, openly make proclamation in thefe or the 
like words ; "Our fovereign Lord the King clur_;et!1 and command .. 
" eth all perfons, being here affembled, immediately to difperfe 
" themfelves, and peaceably to depart to their habitations, or to 'the fornt 

" their lawful bufinefs, upon the pains contained in an act of this ~fa~:/{~~: 
" province, made in the twenty-feventh year of his Majefiy King 
" GEORGE the fecond, for preventing and fupprefiing of riots, 
" routs, and unlawful aifemblies. 

GOD Jave the KING. 

And if any three or more of the per1ons fo unlawfully and rio- If h . 
touily ~{fernb~ed, ihall continue to~ether, and not dif pe~fe them- m )e ~~1f1! 
felves 1mmed1ately after proclamat10n made as aforefa1d, It fhall be continue af 
lawful for the officers aforefaid, or any of them, ( within their re- ter ~roc~a­
f pecl:ive limits as aforefai;:l,) to command affifiance, and to feize ma~on ~s 

fuch rioters, or any of them, and immediately to carry them be- ::/f,! :: ... 
fore fome jufiice of the peace for this province, who fuall demand prehended 
and take of each of them, fufficient fecurity for his or her appear- ?ef?re a. , 
ance before, and abiding and performing the fentence of the next Jufhce, &c,. 
court of general fef1ions of the peace, or foperior court of judica-
ture, (accordini as the nature and circumfiances of the ca{e may 
require, on his or her offence,) and to fiand committed till fuch Penaltyon 
fecurity ihall be given. And all perfons of age and ability, are here- thofe who 
by required to aid and afi1fl: foch officer or officers, being thereunto ~eJut to~= 
commanded as aforefaid, to feize and apprehend foch riotor or ri- ;et \nef~~­
otors, and carry and keep him, her or them in cufiody, before a ing riotors, 
jufiice as aforefaid, and to convey him, her or them to the com- &c. 
mon goal, in default of giving fecuricy as aforefaid, on paiLl. of for-
feiting and paying the furn of twenty pounds, for every infrance f~n;tty for 
of refufing or negletting to give fuch ail and affifiance. , And P~~cf:;:f_ 
when three or more perfons fhall be fo unlawfully and riotonfiy tion to be 
affembled as aforefaid, and they or any of them, fhall prevent and mad:, a!1d 
h. d l . . b d £ r 'd d h f continuing m er proc amat10n to e ma e as a ore1a1 , an t ree or more o together af'°' 
them fhall continue together after fuch hindrance and impediment, terwards. , 
thev and every of th,:-m, :fhall be liable to the fame pains and pe-
nalties aforefaid, upon conviction as is above directed. 

§. 2. ANo BE IT further ENACTED, That if twelve perforts orPen~fhltyand. 

b . d . h I ' h 'f pum ment more, emg arme wit c uos, or ot er weapons ; or 1 fifty per- for high-
fons or more, whether armed or not, :fhall be unlawfully, riotouily, handed ri•. 
tumultuouily or routeroufiy affembled, any of the officers afotefaid, ot!, &c. 

C -- --- - fuall 
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10 7'emporary LA IP S of tbe Province 

f'hall make proclamation, in manner and form aforefaid ; and if 
fuch perfons, fo unlawfully a«imbled, !hall not thereupon imme­
diately difperfe themfelves, ,i:.>xidin~ to faid procbm:uio!l, each of 
them and every one whofha!! wilfolly hinJer any fo:h officer (who 
fhall be known, or £ball openly declare himfelf to be fuch) from 
making the faid proclamation, :fhall forfeit and pay a fine not ex­
ceeding the furn of jive hundred pounds, at the difcretiort of the 
faid fuperior court, ( which only :fhall have cogni:z;ance of the of­
fence ) confidering the aggravations attending the fame, and ihall 
be whipt thirty firipes on the naked back at the publick whipping­
pofr, and fuffer twelye mo·nths imprifonment, and once every rhree 
months, during faid twelve months, receive the fame number of 
flri pes as aforefaid. · 

The fuperi.. Pr~vided tzevert 'hele(s' rt fhaII b.e in th~· po,ver of faid COti:t, it 
or court's thev pdg~ proper, upon c0nfidenng all circumfiances, to remit or 
pow.er to mitiga,te the punifhment of w?ipping in fuch cafes. A~d in cafe 
re~_it ~r any norers fhall, when: fo notouflv aff'embled, demolrih or pull 
~~ 'g;r;o- down, or begin to demolifh or pull down, any dwelling houfo, or 
ral punith- other houfe, or any part thereof, any houfe built for public ufe, 
ment. any barn, fhop, or fuip, or ot.her veffel, or any part thereof, or 

wound, maim, or do any bodily hurt or injury to any perfon, fuch 
riotors, or tbofe of them who iball be apprehended, fhalf make 

Such rioters good all damages to the party or parties damnified or injured, upon 
liable to an- an action of trefpafs profecuted for the fame, and ihall alfo fuffer 
fwer all da- the refpective pains and penalties infli1:ted by thi" act, accordin6 as 
mages, &c. the fact iliall come under one or the other of the caf es herein pro-

vided againft. And if any perfo-n or perfons fball refcue any pri­
foner or prifoners convicted of any crime, out of his M..1je-ffy's 

Penalty on goal, or out of the cufiody of any offi:er or officers aforefaid, or 
re~cufors of any under or deputy fheriff, fuch offender or offenders, fhall be 
~. r!fo~erls or Ji.able to, and foffer the pains and penahes which fuch prifoner or ... nm1na s. 

JJrifoners ihould have foffered, if he, the or they had nor been fo 
refcued. But in cafe fuch refcous fball be made bc:fore conviction 
of the perfon or perfons fo in prifon or cuftody, l1'-', fhe, or they 

Wh~t the committing the fame, fhall be liable to, and foffer all or a1y of the 

fl
pun

1
1

1
fhb· m_ent pains and penalties aforefaid, infli6l:ed on riotorc, ,v hen,· the num-

1a e m b . 1 fifi f r .d . d' r • f cafe the re- er amounts to twe ve, or ty as a ore1a1 , at tue ucret1on o the 
fcous be faid foperior court, ( which only fuall have cognizance of the of-• 
mad~b~fore fence, ) havino- re()"ard to the circumfiances a rcrra\'a:ino- or alleviat-
conv1chon. . · . 0 0 0~ o 

Officers 
power to 
cc •~0 rnand 
ailiftance, 

mg the cnme. 

And any of faid officers 1hall hereby luve power to command 
Jfli!' ance in this cafc, as in manner aforcfaid, and the pe: fon or 
perfons (being capable) who fball refufc t:) give the fame, beini 
thereto required or commanded as aforefaicl, i'hall be k1hle to the 
fame pains and penalties, as for refufing to give aid and aHi11-ance 
in the cafe aforefaid .. 

If any riot• And in cafe any of the rioters in this a~ mentioned or defcrib-
er, or refcu- d .t'L 11 b l ''l d h b ( f 1 · firi· ers fhall be e., ma e rn e or urt y r.~.t.Jn o t 1c1r re: 11tmg the perfon or 
:bi:edin re- perfons endeavouring to difperfo th~m, or a:t•:;.·11ptin_; to ftiz~ and 

apprehend 

 Compendium of Laws 
Page 0047

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 77 of 213   Page ID
#:11496



of NE W-H AMP S R 1 R E. 

apprehend them or any of thern, the faid officers and their a!H~- ~~~e~t1~· 
ant~, and every of them, fhall b~ wholly indcmnifi.;d and held fuch officerg 
guiltlefs ; as alfo in the cafe of a refcous aforefaid. fhall be held 

guiltlefs. 

Pro't1ided nevert bel((s, N ot1'iing in this acl fhall be confl:rued to 
extend to :my number of perfons, at any time aff'embled, or affcm-
bling, for any lawful defign or purpofe, nor to any thing- that foch Thi,:tcr not 
perfons fball do, which is or fhall be neceffary to and for their own to extend 

defence. A::cl if any of the otficcn, afore.faid, Dull malicioufly or I° Pt1~ons 

canfclefsly make proclamation in manner and form aJorefaid, a- aafil;:bkd. 
gainfl: any perfons lawfully affembled, or caufe any perfons to be 
apprehended wrongfully, under CC>lour or pretence of their being Penalty .o~ 
· · h' l · d · , f h" ,a. r h f any malictd rioters, wit 111 t 1e meanmg an rnt~nt o · t 1s a,.;ir, every 1uc · o - ous officer. 

ficer fhall forfeit and pay the fom of one hundred pounds, and !hall &c. 
be liable to an action of trcfpafs on the cafe, to be profecuted by the 
party or parties f) malicioufly and caufelefsly compl_ained of, and to 
pay all damages thereby fufiained, and do11,1ble cofis to be taxed 
with fuc;h damages. 

All fines and forfeitures arifing by this act? to b~ for hi~ Majefiy's Application 
ufe:, towards the fu pport of his government m, this province. of the fines. 

This Jct to be read at the opening the courts aforefaid, at every Tohbe read 
. A d r . at t e open• term. and at every annual town meetmg. n no pro1ec:ut10n ing the 

fuall be foftained for an\' offence herein prohibited, after one year court. &c. 
from the time of commiting the fact. 

This aet to continne and be in force for the term of three years L. • • _ 
I mutation: and no onger. , 

~~*~~~~~~~~~~~*~**~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

C H A P. VII. 

An Act to promote the lncreaf e 
of Sheep. 

Pafs'd 30th 
of GEo.2. 

W 'Fl E RE AS the increefe of jheep would be of 'Very great far.:. 
'Vice to all pis Majefly' s fuhjet1J in this pro'Vince ; but by the 

neg/ea of many perfons who keep foeep to take proper care of their 
rams, who .fuffer them to-run at large with ewes at all feafons of the Preamble ... 
year (which is found by experieQce to he 'Very prejudicial to the in-
creaje of foeep,) hy the yeaning of lambs in an unfztitable feafan : By 
•u:hich }beep arc rather deflroyed than increafed: 

For preventing of which, 

BE IT EN ACTED by the GovERNoR, CouNc1L, and ASSEMBLY, 

That from and after the publication of chis act:, no ram fhall Rams not 
be fuffered to go at large within this province, from the tenth day to run at 
of Augu/i, to the fifreenth day of November annually, on the penalty large, &c~' 

· of twentyjhllings for each ram, and for every time any fhall be found 
out of the owner's inclofure, between the day~ aforefaid to be paid 

by 
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PASSED BY TIIE GENERAL COURT OF Jl.A SS. l('JICSETTS : 

BEGUN AND llELD AT EOSTO~ IN THE COUNTY OF 
SUFFOLK, ON WEDXESDAY THE THIHTY-FIRST DAY OF 

.,1/.Ar, AX .. YO DO .. lll.VI, 178ti. 

178G. - Chapter 1. 

[ May Session, ch. l.] 

AN ACT FOR NATURALIZING ROBERT MORRIS AND JA MES Clzap. 1. 
ALEXANDER. 

TVhenas Robert ::\lorris anrl James A1exnnder, ?"esidents Preamble. 

,£n Shrewsbury, in the cmmty nf , :von:ester, have peti-
tioned the General Court, that tlwy may 1Je natitral?"zed, 
and ue thereuy entitled to all the rights, liue1·ties and p1·iv-
,£le9es nf fi·ee citizens r1f tltis Oommomcea1th: 

Be 1·t euacte(l by the Senate and ]louse of Representa­
tives. in Gene1·al Oow·t assemuled, and U!J the authority 
of the smne, That the snicl Ravert .LlfmTis and James RolJ ei-t Jlorri.~ 

Al d tl • t } . } 0 tl f' ]} . and J m11e,Y A lP~· -exan e1·, upon lell' [l {lllg t le a lS O [l eg1:1nce ~111 dPr natural -

and nbjnrntion, reqnirecl by the Constitntion of this Com- ized . 

monwealth, before two Jnstil-es of the Pence, slrnll he 
deemed, adjudged and tnken to he free citizens of this 
Commonwealth, to :111 intent1:-1, constructions and purposes, 
as if they the said Robe1·t 1'Iorris and James Alexande1·, 
had been inhabitants of the territory now the Common-
wealth aforesnid, at the time of making the present form 
of civil government. 

<... 

Ancl it i'.s further enacted, That the J nstices before Certifi cate to 

whom the saine Oaths sha1l he taken, shall retnrn a cer- be returned. 

tificnte thereof, into the Secretary's office; and the Secre-
tary is hereby directed, to record the same in a book to 
be kept for that purpose. June 5, 1786. 
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1786. - CHAPTER 38. 87 

ART. Sixti'eth. The Field Officers of each and every Field-officers to 

R • l } } · t • 11 l 1 • appoint persons egm1ent, S Ul. UJ)pOlll some SUlta) e person, 10 ongmg to receive llnes, 

to such Regiment, to receive such tines ns may arise within &c. 

the s:1mc, for any breach of any of the foregoing articles; 
and shall direct the same to be properly applied to the 
relief of such sick, wounded or necessitous soldiers as 
belong to such regiment; and such person shall account 
with such Officer for all fines received, and the npplication 
thereof. 

ART. Sixty Fil-st. All crimes nut capital, and all dis- Qrimes_notmen-

1 l I l . } Offi l '-' Id" b t1oned m these on ers anc ueg ecb;, w 11c 1 cers anc. 00 1ers may e articles, may be 
"} f t 1 • 1• f d l l "l't 1• taken cogni-gm ty o , o t le preJUC ice o goo ore er nnc mt I ary c IS- zance of. 

cipline, tho' not mentioned in the foregoing articles, are 
to he taken cognizance of hy a genernl or regimental 
Court martini, according to the na1nre and degree of the 
offence, nnd be punished at their discretion. 

ART. Si'xt!} Second. ,v1ienever any Officer or soldier Any officer or 

l 11 I d f . } . f } . d . soldier, accused s rn >e accuse o a cnp1ta cnme, or o rnvmg use v10- of a crime pun-

1 •tt ·1 fl' • th ishable by the ence or comm1 e< any o ence agumst e per~on or known laws of 

property of the good people of this or either of the United the laud -

t;tates, such as is punishable by the known laws of the 
land, the commanding officer and officers of every regi-
ment, troop or party, to which the person or persons so 
accused shall helong, are hereby required, upon applica-
tion dnly ma<le by or in behnlf of the party or parties 
injured, to use his utmost endeavonrs to deliver over such To be delivered 

. l t I c· . ] l\,r . d over to the civil accusec person or persons o tie 1v1 1ag1strate, an magititrnte. 

likewise to be aiding and assisting to the Officers of Jus-
tice in apprehending and securing the person or persons 
so accused, in order to hring them to trinl. And if any 
commanding Officer or Officers shall willfully neglect, or 
shall refuse npon the application aforesaid, to deliver over 
such nccused person or persons to the Civil 1\Iagistratc, or 
to he aiding and assisting to the Officers of Justice in 
apprehending such person or persons, such officer or offi-
cers so offending, shall he cashiered. October 24, 1786. 

1786. - Chapter 38. 
[September Session, ch, 8.) 

AN ACT To PREVENT RouTs, RIOTS, AND TUMULTuous ASSEM- Cha:p. 38 
BLIES, AND EVIL CONSEQUENCES THEREOF. • 

TV!zereas the provision already made by Law, for the Preamble. 

preventing 1·outs, riots and tumultuous assembli·es, ancl the 
evil consequences thereof, has been found insufficient: 
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88 1786. - CHAPTER 38. 

Be it therefore enacted uy tlw Senate ancl 1--Iouse of Rep-
resentatives, in General Court assemuled, ancl by t!te au­

Proclamation to tlwrit,1 nif the same that from and after the 11uhlicntion of 
Le made amoug • •' . • ' 
rioters. this Act, it any penwns to the number of twelve, or 

more, being armed with cluhs, or other weapons; or if any 
number of persons, consisting of thirty or more, ohnll Le 
unln wfully, rontously, riotously or tumultuously nssem 
bled, nny Justice of the Peace, Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff 
of the County, or ConstnLle of the Town, shall among the 
rioters, or us near to them ns he can snfely eome, Com­
mand Silence, while Proclamation is making; and shall 
openly make Proclamation, in these or the like words: 

Co)DIONWEALTII OF 1.lfassach1tsetts. 

Form. By virtue of An Act of this Commonwe:ilth, made an<l 

If the persous 
assemuled do 
not disper~e, 
- officers em­
powered, &c:. 

passed in the year of OUR LOHD, One thonsnn<l seven 
hundred and eighty six, entitled, "An ACT for suppress­
ing routs, riots, and tumultuous assemblies, and the evil 
co~1sequences thereof," I am directed to charge and com­
mand, and I do accordingly chnrge and communJ, all per­
sons, being here assembled, immediately to disperse them­
seh'es, and peacenhly to depart to their ha hitations, or to 
their lawful business, upon the pains intlicted hy the snid 
ACT. 

GOD Save the CO;\L\ION\YEALTH. 

And if such persons, assembled as aforesaid, shnll not 
disperse themselves within one hour after proclnnrntion 
made, or attempted to he made, ns aforesaid, it shn11 he 
lawful for every such officer to command sufficient nid, 
and he sha11 seize such persons, who shall he had before a 
.Justice of the Pence; and the aforesaid ,Jnstice of the 
Pence, Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff, is hereby fnrther empow­
ered, to require the nid of n sufficient nnmher of persons 
in arms, if any of the persons assembled ns nforesnid slrn11 
appear armed : And if any sneh person or persons shall 
he ki11cd or wonnded, by 1·enson of his or their resisting 
the persons endenvonl'ing to disperse or seize them, the 
said Jnstice, Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Constable and their 
nssistants, shall be indemnified and held g·niltless. 

And be i't fm·ther Enactecl, that if n1~y person, heing 
commanded hy sneh .Tu:::-tice, ~heriff, Deputy Sheriff or 
Constable, as afol'esai,l, slrnll refuse or neglect to afford 
thE:' nssistnnce required, an<l slrnll be convicted thereof 
upon the oath of either of the said Officers, so command-
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1786. - CHAPTER 38. 89 

in(r or other ]eo·a] evidcnec he shall forfeit and 1)3.V a sum Pe~atty fol' ~e-
i:-' r. ' .J ft181lll{ to ll881Bt 

not less than fo1'ty shillings, nor exceeding te11 pounds, to the Sher_iff or 

I l t. . ]' t t t t l fi tl otherofhcer. >e recovcrc( uy llH 1c men ., or presen men , Je ore ie 

Supreme Judicial Court, or any Conrt of General Sessions 
of the Pence, acconling to the aggravation of the Offence ; 
to he pnid into the Publie Trca:-mry, for the use of the 
Commonwealth. 

And Be ,£t fu1'tlter enacted that all 11ersons who for the Punishment for 
• ' • ' unlawfnlly con-

s pnce of one hour after Proclamat10n made, or attempted tinuiug together 

l ] f ·a I 11 I f II I . ouehourafter to )e lll:l( e, tl~ U Ol'eSaI , S lU lll1 :l\\' ll J, l'OUtOUS y, rIOt- proclamation 

ous ly and tnmnltuously continue together, or shall will- ma<1e. 

fully Jct, or hinder, nny such Officer, who shall be known, 
or shnll openly clecJare himself to lie such, from making-
the said Proclamution, shaJI forfeit all their lnnds, tene-
ments, goods and clrnttcb, to this Commonwealth, or such 
part th~reof as shall be adjudged by the Justices, before 
whom such Offence slrnll he tried, to he applied towards 
the support of the Government of this Commonwealth; 
and shall be whipt thirty nine stripes on the naked bnck, 
at the Public whipping-post, aurl sn ll'er imprisonment for 
a term not exceedi ng· twelve months, nor less tlrnn six 
months; and once e'very three months during the said 
imprisonment, receive the same number of stripes on the 
naked IJack, at the public whipping post ns :tfore~aid. 
And if any such pers~m or persons, so riotously assembled, 
shall demolish or pull clown, or begin to demolish or pnll 
down, any dwelling- house, or other house, or parccll 
thereof; any house, built for public ui;cs; any barn, mill, 
malt house, store house, 8hop or ~hip, he or they shall 
suffer the same pains and penalties, as nre before provi(lecl 
in this Act. 

Provided alway.~, that where the1'e shall appear any cir- PruviHo, 

cnmstances, to mitigate or alleviate :my of the offences 
ngainst this Act, in the judgment of the Court, before 
which such offence shnll be tried, it ~hall and may he law-
ful, for the Justices of such Court, to abate the whole of 
the punishment of whipping·, or snch part thereof, as they 
shall judge proper; any thing in this Act, to the coutrnry 
notwith standing. 

And be itj'urther enaclf,d thnt this Act shall be read at Ti.mes when 
' ' this ·ict i;hall be 

the 01wning of every Conrt of General Sessions of the react: . 

Pca<'e, hy the Cle1'k of the sni<l Court, and at the :rnniver-
sary meeting of ench town, within this Commorl\vcalth, hy 
the town Clerk thereof, in 1.Warch or Ap1·il, annually : 
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90 1786. - CHAPTER 39. 

And no person shall be prosecuted, for any offence con­
trary to this Act, unless prosecution he commenced within 
twelve months after the offence committed. 

October 28, 1786. 

1786. - Chapter 3H. 

[September Session, ch. 9.) 

C l 39 AN ACT, PROVIDING FOR THE l\IORE EASY PA Yl\IENT OF THE ,iap. . 

Preamble. 

SPECIE TAXES, ASSESSED PREVIOUS TO THE YEAR ONE 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOUR. 

TV!zereas it appew·s front a statenient of t!te Tl'easw·y, 
That t!te1'e /s a considerable swn in specie, due on the out 
stanclinf! Taxes, assessed p1'evious to tlrn yea,· one thousand 
seven lrnnd1·ed and eir;hty fow·: And whe,.eas .from, t!te 
great scm·city of cash, it ,£s expedient, that some more easy 
ancl convenient nwde should ue adopted, fm· the speedy com­
pleating the collections thereof, than the nwde heretofore 
pnwtised: 

Be it the1·efo1·e e11actecl, oy the Senate and House of 
Rep1·esentatives, in Genentl Goul't Assembled, and by au­

Towns, &c. that tlwrity of the samP, That the inhabitants of the several 
are deficient, T D' • d I 1 · b" C permitted to owns, 1stncts, an ot 1er p aces, m t 1s ommon-
pay the balances l ti I l fi . t . t} t f ti • l due, in the spe- weu 1. w lO are c e cien m 1C paymen o 1C sa1c 
~~e;r~!s~1~cles Taxe~, be, and they are hereby pennittecl to pay all the 

balances clne on the several specie Taxes which were 
assessed previous to the year one thousand seven hun­
dred and eighty fonr, (including the balances which 
remained clue on the Beef Taxes) either in cash, or in the 
severnl species of articles hereinafter expressed, in the 
manner, at the several places, and the prices hereinafter 
enumerated, nnd establishecl at each, - to wit: 

A~ticles re- At a Store or other convenient 11lnce to he ap11ointed 
ce1ved at the ' ' 
town of Boston. in the Town of Boston, the following articles, nt the 

respective prices annexed thereto viz. 
Good merchantable Beef, at twenty shillings per hun­

dred. 
Good harrelled Beef, well salted and pncked, aecording 

to Law, at two pounds eight shillings per barrel. 
Good merchantable Pork, at four pence per pound. 
Good barrelled Pork, in barrels of two hundred and 

twenty pounds each, well packed and suited, at three 
pounds fifteen shillings per barrel. 
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LAWS 
OF THE 

TERRITORY 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

NORTH-WEST OF THE RIVER OHIO; 

PASSED AT THE FIRST SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, BEGUN AND HELD AT 

ClNCINNATI, ON MONDAY, THE SIXTEENTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, A: D. ONE 

THOUSAND, SEVEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-NINE; 

ALSO, 

CERTAIN LAWS ENACTED BY THE GOVERNOR AND JUDGES OF THE TERRITORY, FROM 

THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE GOVEltNMENT TO DECEMBER, ONE THOUSAND, 

SEVEN HUNDRED AND NlNETY TWO j 

WITH AN APPENDIX 

CONTAINING RESOLUTIONS, THE ORDINANCE OF CONGRESS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF 

THE TJl,RRITORY, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, AND THE LAW 

RESPECTING FUGITIVES. 

VOL I. 

Published by Authority. 

CINCINNATI, 

FROM THE PRESS OF CARPENTER & FlNDLAY, 

PRINTEltS TO THE TERRITORY, 

MDCCC. 
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ACTS 

PUBLISHED BY THE 

GO V E R NO R AND J U D G E S 

OF THE 

TERRITORY 

OF THE 

U N I T E D S T A T E S, 

NORTH-WEST OF THE RIVER OHIO, 

FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT, TO DECEMBER, 

ONE THOUSAND, SEVEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-TWO. 

Compendium of Laws 
Page 0056

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 86 of 213   Page ID
#:11505



OATHS, 1788 321 

ACTS, &c. 
CHAPTER I. 

A LAW respecting Oaths of Office, published hy his excellency 
Arthur St. Clair, esquire, governor of the Territory of the 
United States, north-west of the river Ohio, and by the honor­
able Samuel Holden Parsons, and James Mitchell Varnum, 
esquires, judges, at the city of Marietta, in the Territory afore­
said, upon the second day of September, in the thirteenth year of 
the independence of the said United States, and of our Lord one 
thousand, seven hundred and eighty-eight. 

Every person 
appointed to 
civil offices 
to take oath, 

EVERY person appointed to any civil office in the territory, and 
commissioned by the governor, shall, previously to his entering 

upon the exercise of his office, take the following oath, viz. I, A B, 
being appointed to the office of do solemnly swear, that I 
will well and truly execute the duties of my said office, according to or 

the best of my skill and understanding, without fraud or partiality. 
So help me God. 

Any person appointed, as aforesaid, conscientiously scrupulous of affirmation, 

taking an oath, shall make the following affirmation, previously to 
entering upon the duties of his office, viz. I, A B, being appointed to 
the office of do solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and 
affirm, that I will well and truly execute the duties of my said office, 
according to the best of my skill and understanding, without fraud 
or partiality; and this I declare and affirm under the pains and penal-
ties of perjucy. 

[6] 
And that all oaths of office, or declarations and affirmations pre- before the 

scribed as aforesaid, shall be taken before the governor, or such person governor. 

or persons as shall by him be appointed and commissioned for that 
purpose, and certified upon the commission of the person taking the 
same. And in case of the absence of the governor, the said oath, or 
declaration and affirmation may be taken before, and certified by 
either of the judges of the territory. 

AR. ST. CLAIR, 

SAML. H. p ARSONS, 

J AMES M. VARNUM. 
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What offences 
shall 

be deemed 
treasonable. 

322 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 

CHAPTER II. 

A LAW respecting Crimes and Punishments, published by his excel­
lency Arthur St. Clair, esquire, governor, and the honorable 
Samuel Holden Parsons, and James Mitchell Varnum, esquires, 
judges of the territory of the United States, north-west of the 
river Ohio, at the city of Marietta, the sixth day of September, 

in the thirteenth year of the independence of the United States, 
and of our Lord, one thousand, seven hundred and eighty-eight. 

Treason. 

IF any person belonging to, residing in, or protected by the laws of 
this territory, shall levy war against the United States, or against 

this territory, or shall knowingly and wilfully aid or assist any enemies 
at w ar against the United States, or this territory, by joining the 
armies or fleets of such enemies, or by enlisting, persuading or pro­
cu ring others to join said fleets or armies, or by furnishing such 
enemies with arms, or ammunition, or provisions, or any other articles 
for their aid or comfort, or by carrying on a treasonable and treach­
erous correspondence with them, or 

[7] 

shall form, or be any way concerned in forming any combination, plot 
or conspiracy for betraying the United States, or this territory, into 
the hands or power of any foreign enemy, or shall give or attempt to 
give or send any intelligence to any such enemy for said purpose, the 
person or persons so offending shall be deemed guilty of treason, and, 
upon conviction thereof, shall suffer the pains of death, and shall, 
moreover, forfeit all his, her or their estate, real and personal, to this 
territory. 

Murder. 
If any person or persons shall, with malice aforethought, kill or 

Murder. slay another person, he, she, or they, so offending, shall be deemed 
guilty of murder, and, upon conviction thereof, shall suffer the .pains 
of death. 

Manslaughter. 

If any person or persons shall wilfully kill or slay another person, 
Manslaughter. without malice aforethought, he, she, or they, so offending, shall be 
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CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTSJ 1788 323 

deemed guilty of manslaughter, and, upon conviction thereof, shall 
be punished as at the common law hath heretofore been used and ac­
customed. Provided neverthelessJ That lf any person in the just and 
necessary defence of his own life, or the life of any other person, shall 
kill or slay another person attempting to rob or murder in the field 
or highway, or to break into a dwelling house, if he cannot with safety 
to himself, otherwise tak:e the felon or assailant, or bring him to jus­
tice, he shall be holden guiltless. 

Burglary. 

If any person or persons shall, in the night season, break open and 
enter any dwelling house, shop, store or vessel, in which any person or 
persons dwell or reside, with a view and intention of stealing and 
purloining therefrom, he, she or they, so offending, shall be deemed 
guilty of burglary, and, 

[8] 

upon conviction thereof, shall be whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine 
stripes, and find sureties for good behaviour for a term not exceeding 
three years; and upon default of sureties, shall be committed to gaol 
for a term not exceeding three years, or until sentence be performed. 

If the person or persons, so breaking and entering any dwelling­
house, shop, store or vessel, as aforesaid, shall actually steal and pur­
loin therefrom, he, she or they, so offending, upon conviction thereof, 
shall, moreover, be fined in treble the value of the articles stolen; one 
third of such fine to be to the territory, and the other two thirds to 
the party injured. 

If the person or persons so breaking and entering any dwelling­
house, shop, store or vessel as aforesaid, shall commit, or attempt to 
commit any personal abuse, force or violence, or shall be so armed with 
any dangerous weapon or weapons as clearly to indicate a violent 
intention, he, she or they, so offending, upon conviction thereof, shall, 
moreover, forfeit all his, her or their estate, real and personal, to this 
territory, out of which, the party injured shall be recompenced as 
aforesaid, and the offender shall also be committed to any gaol in 
the territory for a term not exceeding forty years. 

And if the death of any innocent person should ensue from the 
breaking and entering any dwelling house, shop, store or vessel, as 

Burrlary, 
what crimes 
deemed, 

how punished; 

and fined. 

Forfeiture 
on persona 
hreakinr 
houses, &c. 

What cases 
deemed wilful 
murder. 
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What crimes 
deemed 
rob-

Lerry, and 
how punislaed. 

Robbery, 
how punished. 

Fines on 
unlawful 
assemblies 
&c. 

324 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 

aforesaid, in any of the instances aforesaid, the person or persons so 
breaking and entering shall be deemed guilty of wilful murder. And 
all persons aiding and assisting in break:ing and entering any dwelling 
house, shop, store or vessel as aforesaid, or in any of the crimes con­
sequent thereupon, as before pointed out, shall be deemed principals. 

Robbery. 

If any person or persons shall unlawfully and forceably take from 
the person of another in the 

[9] 

field or highway, any money, goods or chattels, he, she or they so 
offending, shall be deemed guilty of robbery, and upon conviction 
thereof, shall suffer as in the first instance of burglary. 

Whoever shall commit such robbery with personal abuse or vio­
lence, or be armed, at the time with any dangerous weapon or 
weapons, so as clearly to indiciate an intention of violence, he, she or 
they, so offending, upon conviction thereof, shall moreover suffer as 
in the second instance of burglary. And in case any person or 
persons robbing or attempting to rob, as aforesaid, shall kill or slay 
any person or persons defending him, her or themselves, or others, or 
his, her or their property against such robber or robbers, or person or 
persons, attempting to rob, or in pursuing and endeavoring to 
apprehend and secure such person or persons so robbing or attempting 
to rob, he, she or they, so offending, shall be deemed guilty of wilful 
murder. And all aiders and abettors in any robbery as aforesaid, 
and in any of the crimes consequent thereupon, as before pointed out, 
shall be deemed principals. 

AR. ST. CLAIR, 

SAML. H. PARSONS, 

]AMES M. VARNUM. 

Riots and unlawful Assemblies. 

If three or more persons shall assemble together with intention to 
do any unlawful act, with force and violence, against the person or 
property of another, or to do any other unlawful act, against the 
peace and to the terror of the people; or, being lawfully assembled, 
shall agree with each other to do any unlawful act as aforesaid, and 
shall make any movement or preparation therefor, the persons so 
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A 

C,.O L~LEC Tl ON 
91 

· ALL StJCH 

ACTS 
OF THE . 

GENERJ1.L ASSEMBLY 

OF .A PUBLIC AND P~MANENT N,1\TURE, AS 

ARE NOW IN FORCE; 

WITH 4 

NEW AND COMPLETE INDEX, 

' . 
TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED THE DECLARATION OF RIGHT~, 

AND CONSTITUTION, OR pORM OF GOVERN1\.1ENT. :, ' . 

. PUBLISHED.PURSUANT TO AN ACT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
JlASS)ij). ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH I;>AY OF JANUARY, ONE 

THOUSAN:t> EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWO. 

ll IC~ MON D11 

l'RIN7:$/1 ~ s.4MUEI. PLBAS4NTS11 1uN. .AN& Jtl1'"If¥:t-ll.ACE'ii 
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IN TJIB SEVENT~eNTlJ YEAl OP TH
0

B COMMONWEALTH. 187 
• f ~· • 

I, ft,. Jl, ,, f-r.y_tar, that 1llJ ,.,.ov11I i~to 1/:1 SJ all ofV~inia, '!'1"' rcvil,b IJU"n-
1111I ,f"9~ll1g .t · , /,i,t.usfar /rl·t1t11/~11g th, /"'h.,r ,,,,,.,._,'!II•• of j/4w,, •or 

IH,,a, J huP't- <VJllb 11111t11J faves, •u11lb •11 1111111:1011 of ftll1Rg ,h,111, 110•· ·.·a.,, 
11•.i ef th1 jlt.l'WI '.w/Jicb I DI/Wt IJroagbt •111ith 1111, lmn ,-.,:r1idfto111 Afri.;a, or 
4UJ of tb, Well In~ ljlq11ds,fo,e1 th, firjl "11:.1 ifNovemller, O'III tho14/t1,1l,i P"'"' And oJ cltisen, daim.r 
budr1d 1111//l'UtRIJ•'igiJt •• So 4el.p me GOD. • . in(l.flnc1 b7 <lefce11,1 
Nor to any ~rfons claim1q.g {laves by deCcent, mam.age or devife; nor to II> 1Y dcvile, !tr marriage,.or 
c:~tl¥ns of this Commouwea.l th, being now the actual owners of {laves withiq. any bcin,: now the owner, 
of the Unitcd'States and removing fqch hid1er; not to traveller& anJ od1~rs & ren1oving th(m from 
JQ.aking a tranfient itay, and bcinguig ilaves for neceffiµ-1 .~tteQdanc;!=, and c.1rry- another tlate, Pd- tra• 
in g them out again. a , , •e~len ~•rr1i11g them 

V. NO ne;ro or mulatto.fh:ill ~ a w~tnc[s~ except io pleas of the Gom- : r ¢~ aegrou 
monwealth ag?,µdtneg1~ or mula.ttoes, or 10 ~ml pleas, where negroes o: mu- or mulattoQ m;i1 or 
lattoes alone lball be pa.ties, " t • 11117 aot be witndl'e,. 

VI. NO Jl;.ve fi).all go {rom the t,nemc;nts of his mafter or otl)er~on with Sin" not to go from 
wh.om ho lives~ wit4out a pa.is, fr fome le~tc;r or to~en, whereb1 it may_ appear home~ Jl'\lbo\l.t plS'ca. 
that he is prcx;eeding by authority from h1s matler, employ~r• or pverteer: lf 
ll~ does, it {hall be lawf~l for any perfon to aperehend and carry him before a 
J~ce of the Peace, to be .bJ his order p'1nilbt:d with tripos, or IIOt,. iQ hia cijt,,. 
C;l'C':tJQD. a 

y.u. AND if any Rave fhall prefume to coine and be upon the ~ntation Commr .ca the plm- · · 
J>f any ~top. whatfoeyer, withont leave in writing from his or her ownei:, or tationa of ochen lrith.­
ov~rfeer~ no~ being fent upou l.awf\11 hufinef,, it fhal1 be lawful for. th~ owni:r or ,>ut lcaT,: from ~ 
ov:erfeer of fuch pfantation, to give or order fucll fl.ave t~p la!h:s op, Jµs or her ~•ller•~ maJ fie "hi1• 
-~ ~ck for every fuch u$:nce. /, ,ed.· .. ·• -

VIII. N;q negro or mul .. ti:o whatfoe\·er lhall keep or carr, anr gwi, pow. ll~ 111d ~tt.ocl 
4.~r, Qiot1 club, or other wea~ ."~hatfoev::r, .o!lc~,five or defemive, b!lt alt Jn(j JNt to keep or &..arr7 
every gqn, weapon, and aomiun1t1.on fc,und 111 the poffi:llion or cuftody of any arma. 
pegro or 1Dul-,tto, may be fei:Ged by' iny per(on, and upon due propfthcreof 
made before ~ny J~ftice of the Peace of the Countr or <;:orporation wµ.ereJucl). 
feizur9 .tliall be, ffiall by his order be forfeited to the fcizor for his GWQ Jif~; an<J.. 
Jgoreoyer, every fuch o~endt;r lhall Juve and rece~~ b1 orde.t"C!lffuch Jultis:e', 
~ number of lafhes not·exteeding t.'urty-~qe~ .9A his or her bare ~k, we},J. 
bjid o,, for erery fuch Qffenc~. /, • :·• . . 

IX. Pf:.OY(DED 'f#'Vt~tbel,fs, That ev~ry free negJO Qr niulatto, bei~g a Jitctpt ~e l}•lnr c:a 
h.oufe-keeper, may be _permittetl to keep ono g.m, powder !lud lhot ; and all ne- tho fn¥!ue!$ J~fed · 
iroes. all4 mulattoe:i, bond or free, livin.g at any frontier plant:uj~, may l?e bJ th• JULlicu of thJ 
perm1~ed to keep anJ ufe gun:i, pQwder, fllot, a.nd weapons, <iifenuvc or deten- pnq:. 
R"e, b1. licenfe. from a Jwb.ce of. P~1;e 'of the County wherein fa~p plantacjon 
J1es, to be obtained upon the appijca.uon of free negro..s. pr mula~oes; gr of ~4~ 
P,w11ei-s of fuch as are fiave.s, 6. . 

X. ·'.EVERY pe~fqn Qptc;r thaµ • negro, of wliofc; graqd-fat4ers !ii-I' grand- Whe ftt•ll he '1~ It 
-'?Others any QD" is~ or Qp,11 l\ .. ve ~en .a. negr9, altho'1g4 all his OtP,er progi:ni- mlllaii~i. 
Jors, cxceet thJt defcending from lhe negro. !ha\l have l>een white perfom1, iµall 
1le det;l!,e<;l a mi,datto ; anc;I fo ~yery Cuen perlQn who JhalJ J1~ye o~~ fo!lrlh, pars 
or more of ~ro blo~d.. fbJ.11.i:i. like maq11~r be deen~ed i.~ulatt?-. , · 

){I.· ~IQ fS, rqu,ts, unlawful 11,{l'CII\bl~, trefpalfe~ anq f lr(itµ0Us fp~~lle, P11aift&mcnt of aavee ., 
lzy a· fl.a ye or flaves, ~ll be ·{>qqifbed wi~ flfj p~s. at t4e difcrcµon of~ J uni~~ of for riou, unlawf"I ,(,. 
tlie_Pe~e. a~d ~~ who wUJ~ may aprre4en4 ~ ~ry b.im. 4~. or qieqi, ~- kmhliesl f~tip~ 
f{>re filch ~u!ti~«;. d , · , fp,c:c:lies• Ii<, 

Xll. AND to prer.enl .the inc.onvenien~es ariung froD1 the m~ting~ of No perfon fh,IJ perm·, 
qa.vt:s, £, it f¥rtb.-r tlla/11(, Tl\at if a:si.r ma1tcr, mitlr~fs, ~ O.v<.T1cer pf a fa- the ftl'fCI .,. otlaen tG 
Jl!ily, fhall k,!~wingly perm~t or {uffct any Ra,ve 41ot belonging ti) him of qer, to r~mam Oil mt fl~~ 
~~ and re.uuun upon his or her p1antat1041 above four hours a.~ any on1; timea ~M• 
WI~Jlout. l~aVfr or the owner or overfecr oI f~ch ~l\VC, he or {he (o perp-,\tting, 
ll;iall _forfeit and pay three dollars for tV!=ry iuc~ offc=r.~c -~ and eyery Q\\ ner or 
oyc;rie:er ~fa p~a1'tatiol\t w~o ipaU fu permit or f u&i:r 0101 e t~an ~ye neg roes Of 
il.lves, otlier U1an J1is or· her o~ n1 tQ De and, rem:.ir. upon his or her plant .. tfoq 
or quartt.r a:t any ~ne time. lhlL!l forfeit and P" r 911.c do.\lar for e:1~h \.egro o~ 
1{ave abov~ th.atriamher; w~kh 4i,df~veral fori~itures ~Qe to the intorru~r, 
~~ rt:c;:ot•erab{e with cofts, bef4?re ~y Jull~c~ of l'~te of*e t;ounty <,f Corpo .. 
ration where J~ch offi:nce' lhal.\ be com~itteq. , . 

f•l 1:8/>, ~h .. 77,ftr. ,., 3. t Ab,,:<'!,·'1:•(~of ~:.fefs. 1Ro-:,, ~',-70;_ ,;~ 
g,-011 or •~lattJll, -/Jq14j or frH, •r1 by tb(¥ "~' me.It l,3al <u?it11-:ffs ag,1i11ji t•f~ . 
l)lb.r. t";'.Z9, '7ff.~.('h,31,/«. 177 18, ~~,- <(h ;s.,. ,-~~ f~t, (4i ~l,,\-h\Ht • 

• ~·,. ~· ~r) .u~ G,·o. 2: (b. 31,f;,, .1~. • ' 
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101 

C H ., P. 
JLII. 
~ 

Ton j,,A,,r, anJ 
t,c lrrrh<i!Jen 
1 m-owr • rd 1u 

Ir y' all otfC'nCt'I 

1om1n111ed by 
'N &=un, 6...:. 

"' 

L1\\\!S OF THE STATE 

Suifex counry, undrr the penalty of Ten Shilli~~• 
and 1he \\car to he deftro,ed by the order of any Jui-
tice of d1t taid county. · · 

C H A P. XLIII. ;1. 

S B E ir e11ar1ed i,r tbe ho11or,1l·k Pn-
F.CTIOS J. . • , . . rnd: (,ordo:r, ,1q. L1n,1,·1za111 <,o-

'L'tmor of !Ix ro11mio of .V r.c-Cajilt', Ke111, ,md S1!lfc·x, upo'f 
De/au:,,,.,, m,J prrr..:i11i",' of I',w~l.>·lr.:ani,1, I~\· a11d 'lt.'itb rht 
mh,:iu ,md ronjent of th~ Retre.fe111ati~·,·.< of th-: fr,w11c11 of 
tb( /aid cum;lrh, i,, Ge11ercJ/ A.iJ~mb~-.· met, and~,· tlH 1J1ttl•o-
1i1_,. fl/ the famt, That from and :lfter the publication ot 
this atl, it Hull :ind may be lawful for two J ufiicc-; 
of the Peace of this go,·crn,·11.?nt, who lhall be parucu­
\arly commiffionatcJ by the ( jon·rn0r tor thac tcr\'icc 
\\·ithin the rctpl·tti\·e counties thcareof, and fix vf the 
moft fubflant ial frct:holdcrs of lhc neighbourhood, (11} 
to hear, examine, try and dctc.:rminc all fuch l)tfencc:~ 
committed hy any Ncgro or ~1 ula1to fla\·cs withi1, this 
go,·crnmenc, which faid freeholders fhall he by war­
rant, under the hands and lt·als of th«: rc:lj)efti\·c juf­
ticcs, commiffion:ucd a!'> afurdailt, l\iredell to Come 
Confiahle of the faid co-.mty. he fommoncd to ap­
pear .1c fuch ciml' and plaCL· a~ the laid Jut1iccs lhall 
appoint, which i~id freeholder~ the faid Jutlices lhall 
foi~mnly fa·ear or aacfi wdl and rruly w gi,·c t,1t:ir 
aflifiancc andjudg:ncnt togt:thcrwith the laid jufiin:'-. 
upon the trial of t'uch N,groc:~ or l\1ulattoe:,; \\hid1 
fr~eholdr.rs, or any four ot them. ht·ing quJ.lifit:J :1, 
aforcfaid, f11aH hol<.i a ~ourt at the Coun-Houfr in tiw 
faid refpetli,·c councics where the t·rimc ij commit• 
ccd, for the hearing, trying. tlctermining a!1ll. l·nn-

\'admg 

( 11) C.n much of 1!.i, all u gi.c, puwu 10 ,;it 1v.o :Loll,ce, and h frrehoi!rr, to 
try, dct~rminC' and , otn1tt any ila•c lor • er 1111r r.,n,lhabft ~1th durh, " rr-p<'Jlc ,I 
by an a1 r~tr,d 1-cbruary 3,1, 1 ;l'y. ,b:tp. •q~ I,, ar.d ,,,., li,CIC <lucltcJ '" 
be by j11 ,y III rhe Court ul (,rnl'r•f Q:01•ri-~r1li.,r, "' ,!--.. l'r.,r '01 , ,, .. ' •"' 

IOU,.li .. ; the upco\:e ,.i u11l hi be 
I 

J . l ·., 11 c ;. · .,,,, ·:, ~ .... , .. ,. 1. 
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U F D E L A l\' A R E. 

i'ic1ing of fuch Nc.-gro or ~c.-gr<xs, vr 1'1ulatto tlu es, 
as thall be before: them charged or accufed of com­
miHing any murder, manila1.:gia~cr, buggery~ burg­
lary, robbery. rape. attt:mpr~ of rape, or any other 
high and ht:inous offence~, committed, acted or done 
in any the refpectivc (OUnt!cs witl1in this gon:rn-
mcnr, a~ afordaid. 

CRAP. 
X LIii. 
~ 

SECT. 2. A11d bt ii j,,rrbrr e11,1tlc-d ~r thr rn,tborit_\· Who may w. 

c1ford11iJ That it fh:111 and mav he l.iwful for the ,unorcoadcma. 
'/ '. :J ' • • ~~ord1q 10 

f:ud court of iutlice~ and frcd1okl<.·~ a~ aforcfaid, ro ,hm n-14rocr. 
· • f · . I . I · · " and .-rdr, n .. 

CXllllJnC, try, ll"lr, _1uugc, uctc:rmmt:, con,;1~l, ac- cu1eon &c. 

(JUic or ,:ondcmn, an.·ording to their l'\·i<lcnce, anr ' 
Nt"gro ,Jr ~l·groc\, tlr 1\1ubtto flan·~, for auy the 
c~im(s or dit>m:c~ aforci:1id, or any other high or ca-
p1tal offenn·,, upon due proof to thc:rn made:, rn pro­
nounl.'c tuch juJg1m:lll or frntcnn: :is is agret."ahlc to 
law, and t hl" nat urc of t hc otfcnn·, and to order ex -
ccuti0n of the faid judgml"nt •.>r tcmcnce acc()rdrngly, 
or ot hen, iii: to .irquit, fH•c.- and difrhargt· fuch Ne-
gro or ~l'grul':,, or '.\lul:itto flan•,;,, in cit~ the c\'i­
dcnrc ,t.:111 rn,c be fuliicicm for ·1 n,m icl ion dal·rt:in. 

~J-TT. 3· _,fod be• it fm tlxr tJ/fl."lc-J, That upon thl· !'>lavmondrm11. 

c-01nittion of anv Nl·gro or i\luLuw 1b,·,:. ),don{!- ~~•0
•,

0
•~• iu .. . •• ~ -N~-

ing to anr of thl· inhabi1:1nt~ of thi-; go\'nnmcnr, tor 1.-01h1rd1of1hr 

any c1pi1.:1l r1ulc for whid1 t hl· plrt)' ronvic1cd fha11 ;;~~:;,'L'."th
r 

lufl~·r lh·ath, the faid juilicl's and frccholdi..·rs, before 
,'110111 t hcv wen: ronridcd, fh:1II immedi:.udv \"alue 
I hr faid flan· or flan:s. and in cafc tht· 1'e~ro or 
i\lulanu fl:tn· lh:ill be put to lk:11h, that th~ l\H,-

thinh of du: :1pprai1rcl value uf fod1 flan~ fo t·x~rut-
nl, !hall lh· p:ud 10 illl· ma.lkr nrowucr of furh flan: 
I,~· r he Coum y Trt·alura out of rhc- puhlir lcvr, to hr 
r:.iit'l·d in the fanw m:rnnn ;1, the ruu111,· l~vir~. 

Su· 1. 4. :111,/ !,,. 11 j1,11b,., r11,1,'fr,I 1,;, rbt nurboritr s·,t,,tr,, , •. .!c 

,r. · / ·r1 1 1· 1 .... , , · · thr (tnlrn.r I:, 
{I} ( I 1'/il:1 , 1:\t \\" ll'l'l' ll(" 1 :"' l'gro Or ,.._ l ' ~l"l>t'", llf t,: e1ct1&tcJ, 

J\iubtto fl :l\l'" llull hC' ,·01,\ i,t, anti foch _iudgmc.-nt 
or l~ntt>nn· lhlll hr prnnnunrnl hy thl' rctiwl"ti,·l' juf-
tirl', and freeholder, :1-; :it',>r:-!aid, and a warrant hy 
them, ur ~nv four of !In m, ,1111.: of wliid1 w hl' one 
that l:11 upo,·, tl1l· trill, ti~rwd, frall·d :ind dl·li,crcd 
co d1t: H ijl,h Sh<.·riff of r hr county where t hl' faL·l wa'.') 
fl)lllll\ittnl, t,,r the CXl."nlli , >n nf t'uch Nq;rn or ~1u-
latlo, th<: L.1111~ fliall be duh· ~-x~<.:utnl, or c.1uii·d to be-, 

l~uly 
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. ~ --. 1Wl~i~;~~t;~,;~!r~l~l:!X~t~1:i1ij!~i&~~&ii.~; 
to ~4 _;my-·,~o~g~rur th~fP.C?~ .9r ptli;~,t:;:_:)1n.dAL-~,Il,y:9,f, 

.. _theJa:icl.ju(Ht.es ·or· fre~_hplders}~egle4t 'of.tiftife '.{9:4p 
_· th_eir~ dµ}y herein; ; tli~y m't1r be, liable :toJpfJ_1\~1\9Y 
the -JU_ll;1ces ,at the1t next Court of Gepe,ral .warter 
Seffions of the fame . _to be held for the f.qid FO~iity, 

P~naJiy O!}. juf. inaJ)y,(u_m no~ exceedihg F i,ve Pounds, for=t4e:µfo 
~:cr\s~;{i1c~~~- of the Go.vernor _tqwargs .t~efuppo_rt o.f, govern.w~n-~, _ 
~heir duLyhere- to be ley1ed,hy d1(he1~ . ·and• fale .of the goocls antl 
111

• - chattels of Juth juftic~$ of fr.~el1ol{iers fo:·refti[ing· =as · 
aforefaid. . . · · ·· · · · · ·· 

J>unilhment of 
~aves attempt­
ing to commit 
J~pf:S; 

S1;:cT. 5. · And be_ it fia·thq enaEted by tl;e authority ; 
aforefaid, .That .if any Negr9:, qrJVIulAttt;>:flave:-v,itHi11:·. 

rthis governhl~nt~ _ ib~~l.atte1np~ t9.co.n~rn.1t a .Tape pn a . 
white woman or-i:n~1d; :they {hall be :tnecl m mani1er : 
aforefaid, a~d {hall :be ,Pu.niil1ed,. by fliriding ''fo11r ­
hours in t\lc. pillory at the Court-Houfe on fom~-

-court day, with both his ears .nailed to the pillory,. 
and before he be taken down froni the fame,· foall-­
ha v~ both his ears_ c:ut offdofe to his head. Aµd if any· 

. . Negro or M ·ulatto fla_ve . £hall be con vier before t\vo 
01' .convitl,ed of J uH:ices of.the Peace i"n this government, of Healing, _ 
!\e;}lii>g, «c. orJraudule9tly rn~i1~g or caiTying· away any goods; 

living or dead, the mafter or owner of fuch N egro or -
Mul~tto flave, if fuch goods · ihall not ]?e · found, 
£hall mak~ fatisfaction to the party wrqriged, artd pay 
allcofts ~ to be levied by , diftrefs and f ale of th~-fai.d -
l'l.lafter's or own~r's goo_ds and chattels, ~_nd theN C'? 

~rd?r.lVI~latto, [o offending, _to _be .whipped;as _t~1e {~id 
Juft1ces iliall ~dJudge andappomt. . · __ · - _ 

J>uni(l_iRie'nt of • , . SECT~ 6 .. And be it further enaEled by the authority 
f:;e:

0
· c!:;t1.1·• pforejaid, , That if_ any _N~gr~.or --~lll~tto •• flave ~1aU_ 

arms, _kc_. - p~eiume to carry aily,_.~uns; f\.vords, p1ftcls, f?~Jmg;.. 
· pieces, clubs; . or othet . arms and • \1/eapohs _ ,vhatfo~. 
~ver, without his maft:er's f pecial licence· for the fairiei 
a.nd b~-~o~vicl:ed thereof,b~fore · a Magi6:r~t~,JJe, fl1all 
be,whipt.w1th twenty;--one laihes, upon his' ~~r~ back~ 

J.lunifluncnt -?f , Sll:CT~ -i And bt!itfi1rther enacfrd by the au(hority 
rn~:;:;a:~eetng pforefaid~ . That _if any .~ egroes, ·above the number of: 

- · - · - 'ftxJi:n one company1 ·not belonging to o_ne myner, lhaJt 
· meet together, aQd upon no lawful bufinefs of,iheir 
-m#t~rs ?F 9wp.er~~ _ a,ijcf peing 1 <;onyi¢ce~f d}ere9f, hf 

- · · · · - - . - - -· . : -Jhe 
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0 F D E L A ,v A R E. 

the \'iew of one Juftice of the Peace, or the teftimony 
of one cn~dible witnds, foch Negro or Negroes' fo of­
frn<lrng iliall be pubiicly whipped ar the difcretion 
of~e J uflice oft he Peace, not exceeding twenty-one 
lal~s, each Negro. 

C H A P. XLIV, a. 

A11 ACT a.~ai,!fl adulte1:,· m,J fonzirntio11. (a) 

I~ 0 R ! he prelerYation of Yirtut" and chat1icy 
◄ among the people of rhis gov<.»rnml'nr, and to 

prcn·nt the heinous fins of aJultery and fornication. 

C II AP. 
X Lill. 
~ 

SlCTION I. iJ E it e,,aflt·d b·r the ho11ora/J/t Patrick Penalty nfconi .. 

Gor,lo,,, ejq. L,oamalll Go•i.:trno,· of the ((iltllfi<'S of N fW- lllltun,a,hihery, 

C,!/;/e, Kt'111, and SuJJe.,·, upo11 Delaware, and pror.:ince 
of Ptmif.vl-.. ,.,,,;,,, l~v ""'' 'ZC'irb the' adi·i.-e a11d ro11fc·11t nf Jhe 
Rt':r,'fo1/t1ti-~·rj </ tht'frto11,,1 of tht_llliJ t"omrtieJ, in General 
AJFo;. b~,· 111,·1, 011,i i~r I hr ,111/ b(Jri~r of 1h,•_f a111t, That whofo-
t' \ l'r fhall commir'tdultcry. and hl.'thcrcof ieg:ilJy con-
\·ici.l tl, thall forfeit and pay the fum of Fifty Pounds, 
Oill' nll>il't\' thereof ro 1hr ul~ t)f the G ~·l'rnor for the 
fuppon ot' govt·rnmcm, and t hl: ot hcr moit·ty to l he." 
ulc of the poor of the (OU n\ \' Where the fame is \:0111 · 

miul"d, or othcrwilc to ht· publicly whipr with rwcn-
,y-onc lathe~ on his or hl',· hack, well laid on. at t hl' 
common whipping pofl, at the dedion of thl" parry 
c·.>n\·idc<l. 

SECT. 2. Pro-:.:i.lt'd fl/7.un,·.r, That the tcllimony of 
either of tht· panic~ concerned in committing the .Hlul­
tcry, (hall noc be hirliricnt rn c01wid the 01ht·r, with­
out funh<:r c,·idl'nn·, thal tliall at lcat1 amoun~ to 
,·iolcnt preti.1mption. 

SEC r. J· Ail/ "" it _f,otbc1 flltrt1ed ~\' tb( {11(//,l)rt/\' l't'.'~!,iu nn 

afur4rid, That if any pcrllm {hall commit furnil.ltion, Imm.tun. 

and--it~ llwrcof lcp,ally con\·id, foch pcrfon or prrl~m,; 
fl1all n:c<.'in: t wcncy-onc.: lathe, on hi-, or ht-r b:irl' hack, 

"di 

, · J ,' !-rr an all '-•;-1':rmrntJry hr,~,, raR,J hbrJiry qrh, r ·y6. rlup, 1 ,s. 
"htrrb~ Blolll~ of t!,c r1onboas Ill ',., .act arc rrru1 .. 4 •.. J ••1•pi•d 
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· · C -·j-o·s ·~ 

Jtt:i!f ro 1fa#.J~ · he· k11.o,,·~tti',1ur. ,;c 11~".~ifr; \,p :,o· tH~ . 
dat~ J>f'foch1~,r.('011nt, : a1fi1_1 ,ih~f~d\·_!;r;· Ii~~ _:n:~~ddiit 
of t'.ee11 recei Vt'cl; [hall b,e f~id{lt'af e,i , ~-,HI: (lcoihj,nr~ 
ect by·the ·atH~hol; \,·hh tlic .li.O.<tk~ _9t\hJl' .-:oince, ! be-

1 
. 

f · · I 11 l I' 1· · l ' ·• 1· · fl Tclw• tt _Qre the, nccon.nt•f la . ie .pnl t:( ; ; ape. lt t 1e -rcg1 e1; r., .. ~, h: ~k-
Qhhe,la1,,l o{hc;b, fhall nt 1.t11)'1 lUit.e fo~,1-~to iuccount uiuiuctl, . 
nccordi11~ to the dire l\tio1io .;o_f this rk1, ,.fut . the · 
{pate of{i.,c. ,mpnths,he lht!ll r.~.-fcit a,rid i1ayt11e ·f~1m Prna!t 
?f tWC) thoufon_d :p';lu1_1,tis I to _he 1·ecovffCcJ,by. -~~o.tJ~n · for fa:l m1, t~ 
m .the,nn1\i~ ot the p;o,·r.rnor for :thc tim~:. br:_mg, 111• rc ni\<lr · :l-e­
any ~-0\ll't of: record I . by:. the ritforney . gei'1ei·al ' Oil count; 
t\>irty,dttyR j,re"iio,1<; notice i :ind iiFa11.t:aCe~ ol· 1110• ' 
tions f0r lll!lll~Y cluf' from lhc regiUcr; ,lhe:. o'IJUJ . How re.;. 

L d · 0 11 1 · t I · 1 · f l · · · co\·cr,,l>le. JJ1·0,,,t11 , . 1~ · 1e ,>1 t ,e,c entnnt. · •. · ,·, ! ,· · · 

~ 4. 411d ~c itj11rt/,1:r, f:!l_il{led, rh~t cxn· rlcceiving. . 
e:ach ftirvey into the rcgHli;r's orlicc the· fees ena- Itc_r.i,ncr 
}>lilhcd l?Y/ilw th:it will .accr,uc· ou the f~t1':; :.'incl~1~1~·-~Yci~~\1;~;

1
:~blc 

rng the 1lh1111~ the g1·.a11t : d,c:~;cµpon!- {hall-b.e· _p_.ud 1:\·1.:,:its ariy • 
cfown ; and Hthc r~g1Hcr {!iall tre<l1t {\HY ,JH'r.1011, fo.:s . 
he f11nll account for the ,frcscft, · cl ,·dhec:j in .the' 
fome ,. tmit1ne1· ,h if they had,_lieen rc·r,•hed: ._:· 
. § s. ;W 1'erens in fume i1 iflirnccs, gl'ams. have illu- . _. . 
in the nrimcs_of pcrftllls wl)o. _\,·<.•i·c ·ilcccnC~:cl. pdor Wl~r~ a · 
tu thednteofthc orn11t , t\lld · caf'es of the fame 11:i- r.nu,t ,nu~, 
t11rc _~11ay:h~1~1?c/in fntuic, .·. Bi: ii ,1i1,ned\ llfot: iit ~r.11:~ ~;~;e­
n.ti . fuch cafcl1, the l:m1l c_onv_eyed, Iha\( ll('li·end to la:id lh:111 
the heil· 1 h~irs or devil~<;~, i1r the . f:.tll ;(' m:~nn'cr .. as ud.1.:ritl &c. 
it,vo~1lcldC1, harH.hc grant Jfii1ed fo'tl1e -Jife tin'ie 
t)ffuch (h:°cedeh~. . · . .. : •' . . . . _.:· ,: .·. • . s. (5. ✓11,J b:! itji1rtl1e1· h1af!.,:d,_Thnt· tljcY ~oinp,oll- . 
Hon '1itoney ; due ori fe tOem'ci)c'..riglfts ·.1•r·i111tecl .to . Co~ po!i­
c_<m,liti poor' pe~t"on!I, here_afl,c~-. to b~ .r~l·t,rn!!f 'ti>'. ;i0

:~ . : : '.
0.:·:Y 

th_e rcgHler_'s oflice, lie Mii:lin fJfo,cie ~t>:iH~'i-¢gj{lcr, Jlic~~i::~l U1 
ii)ti.J h)' h'ii)l j~:\i~l : into th·e ' p\1hlic tr.ciifti1;y,' i c:?Cccpt 
,v!ier~ th<! 'rfo·ncy _hatli l>·~e~:paitl ·int~ -. thc,,trca_fury · 
of Virgi~HC- · · : · · · · · . · ' ., . . . . 
_; i 7 . . The re~iller of the hn·d office, riricl tht" fe- Tmplt.•. 

cretnrf of fl:ite, Oi:-ill fo rnilh fllel; prt!lt-s, ·honks ; ~cnt~o1,1t·· 
a1111I or!J.Cl' ncccffary in1ple11re'ms foi· th1:•1de o;'. thi:ir · !"~ a_,_10.\~~l{ _ 

faid oilicvs1 dn nccopm:·of " 'hich hehq~ :prcfc1\retl _u~\1
1~/G~,:~ 

to nn.l aµwovccl _ of hy t lic j,;ll\Cf;\'_1101', fl'iall ' hf' \Hihl ,ta1y of · 
by till' tre·afnrer, on n wnrr:111t from the n\iditor.' ' tfatc, 
'• • • , . I, , • ' 1 • 

• c· 1-1· ,\ 1>, r 1-,, · 
: ' ' • . f ., • ' • . • ' . • • 

All Al~ f{)l'f,f'.1a . i1110 Oll i/ tl•~ f".: v ,ntl,1li1;;,eftd1'_JnJ!: 
t iS.i. A V'ls'.S_~ ~ It E i. NE c Ro R's, ·Mu i;.-i. ·no £s a11d h~ o I'• . . 

ANS, . . ' --. ~ . . . . · . . 
; ·,'. - · .. : . · ·., •.. . :· ~- _; . , App_ro\'Cll Fcht111ty ~, 1 j t)~( · · : 
. . , 'i.. :B· .F: ii t!lf1q!!rl -·6y, i h,,_: c;_~tifl'~l.-.-1r1: :1:1'/:i'.11' ·:· hnt Who 01:i!J 
. : :; .. .. , . .- .. ,,o , ,prrfon!I . fJ1.all .hence! prrh , hi? tlavc>\ he dct-mc'1 
wltliin tliis co111monw'ealth, excc11t fuch "s were fo 11:m: •• 

. .. l • • 
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i>ll the r~yerillo.ch,1t~: cJ~y.,of: q1.'lµb~r, j R the i)'.C11r:.one1 
. ch<>,\ll~nd feven . J1nn.dr,e1l, an~l • ej!!lhty five, and:the, 
<ielcei1<lants.o'f the fenmlc:s of the111~ . . · 

,· . · · § 'l, ·,No ·negri(o'l; nllilatto, fhall b'e-a \\11tn'efs ex. 
In _cares c~pt itr pte,\!I oftlltl ~OUllllOI\\VCahh, nr,ui11ll negroes: 

,th~1m.~y ba or• mulattoe.11:,· o·r h, .. civil· pl ens whel'l.¾ nega·tJeli ur 
'Wltncil .. ,, 1 ·J . th· 11 b . . . . . . . . ·• · · mu attoe~ :\ .0·11e . u . e parc1es. 

· \·3· ~~Oave_!hallzo .frci'm the' ter1'e111~nt!iof his 
. . ma-Cl(,'r,qr·oth~r: p·erl'o,r whh ~vhom· lie ·lives wit hone 

Not to go. a paf~ ~·r .:ftinrl! le1tc1• ·or token', wh'e1 eb·y it 11aay np.­
frnm hom7 pen 1: tlFif·)i.e ~s p·1·?ceed itig by. aut hndty ! from his: 
"llll"houtp.ll·,.111ane·r, en1ploy~r Or ,,ved'ter j 1f he doe:i It ·fhnll be-
JcJ,, lnv1fnl Jot· a·ny pedun td ap·prcheucl nhd ca·1·ry him' · 

before··uju(lice of tlre peace, to· b•e· hy his 01·de1· pu-· 
. niaieihv.itli' fhif)c!I or n·or,in h'ii; difcrctiun'4 r ·. 

Coming · .. t4• A.riil if n·ny !lave tlf:IU 1,refome to; come ancl 
0 ·0 th;: plnn· be,:,1pd1qhe platttation· of any perfi,rr Whatfocver, 
t:.tionof o- without lciave .in writing from 11i!I 01· he·,. o,vuer, or 
tli'ers with_~ o,~erfeer, ·W>t befog. fenc upo·n );t\~foi bufiners; it 
out Ir.a~.: Ota,ll h·e lawful for th·e o\'/11 er or O\'crfeer of (uclt 
:~~ut::;~; pl_a~~a.~irin· _to ~ive .or _ or~ler fuc.h '1:l\·c, t~n lnlhes 
b.: whia)p.:d, 01rhls or her bare back, for every fuch offence. 

. . . · \ J. No ncgro, mnl:itfo, or J11clia,1 ,vl1atfo'e,·er, 
Nottn keep Chall ·keep or c:frry any gnn, powder; fhot, · cliili, 
or C'J.rt1 or othe1· v/eapo·,, whatfoe"er, offenij\'e or defenfh•e, 
ll'rtlS, but al~. a·nd eve!·Y.- 1;1111, we11pon and an)mtmitioii 

· found m the pufieflion or cullody of any ncgro, 
1nulatto, ·or' hhfjan, 111:1y" be foiz'ed:by a1'y peifc,1t' 
and •.1pon due proof.thereof made befoa·e,nny jul\ic'e 
of the pcace.ofch·e.cqllnty_ ,where fud1 .Ceiz1frp,fhall 
be, fhall lty his order.'/:be'.JorJ~ited to the: leizor for 
liis O\VO ute, athlnfore'o,·~· ... eve1'-y fuch ~ffen,Icr (hall 
have an,t·receiye b}':'Ql'der off11i:hj11flice:,a11y 1\Llll\• : 
ber of Ian1es 'not exce~ding thirty nh1qf(i11 !ti~ o'r' 
her b:u:e h:ick, .,velt)ai(I' on for every 'fiacli ofli:nce. 

. . ·• ... . . . . . . .~ . . '' ·~ . ;· ,•· ,, .. . . ' 

§ 6, ProvidednJverthel~J 1, That ever.y fr'ee negro, 
. E. t mulatto or lndi;m, helng ahoure ,keeper mny be· 

· tho rt! ,fifi\1g permitted :to keep o.ne gu ti; po ~vdet· _ and O,ot, .and 
011 t'.-01iti.:r5 all negroes, mn1attoes and rndrnn11, hond. or free,· 
lie;cnfcd by livii1gac any fr.olllier .plantation, m:iy be ·,p'c:rmitted 
j~llticc~. ot'. ro keep nn<l ule g'ttns, powder, fhot and ,trcap·ons 
tm: pc;icc, off,rnfive o.i: defenfive, by licen(e :from a jn(Hce qf 

peace or. the coun,cy wherern Cfrch pl_:m,tations lie, 
to be obrnit1ecl t)l1011 the a1lplicntion of free ne·groe1 
mulat.toes, or indians, 01· by the nwners ot'fuch,as 
are Oaves. · · . . · · 

' Riot5,' § 7: ~f?ts, ro'11ts, unlaw_fn,I ~_fi'e111bli~a, trefpalle9 
routs &c, :tn<l {eclmons fpeeches _(?y ,- :tfln.,ve dr 11aves lh!ill be 

punilhed with Rl'ipes at the difc1·cclon ofajuftice of' 

Compendium of Laws 
Page 0071

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 101 of 213   Page ID
#:11520



Bluebook 21st ed. 

LI 

DATE DOWNLOADED: Fri May 12 14:30:31 2023 
SOURCE: Content Downloaded from HeinOnline 

Citations: 
Please note: citations are provided as a general guideline. Users should consult their preferred 
citation format's style manual for proper citation formatting . 

1799-1800 1 . 

ALWD 7th ed. 
, , 1799-1800 1 . 

Chicago 17th ed. 
"," Mississippi - Sergeant's Code, Original Laws: 1-168 

AGLC 4th ed. 
11 Mississippi - Sergeant's Code, Original Laws 1 

OSCOLA 4th ed. 
11 1799-1800 1 Please note: citations are provided as a general 
guideline. Users should consult their preferred citation format's style manual for 
proper citation formatting . 

-- Your use of this HeinOnline PDF indicates your acceptance of HeinOnline's Terms and 
Conditions of the license agreement available at 
https://heinonline.org!HOULicense 

-- The search text of this PDF is generated from uncorrected OCR text. 

Compendium of Laws 
Page 0072

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 102 of 213   Page ID
#:11521



S9-ri:;ont' s Code (44] 

Mir.nissippi Territory 

.A Lo.vr for tho regulution of Slo.vos 

No slo.vc sh111l i;o from tho tenement:; of his 
master, or othor person with whom ho Jives, without 
o. pass, or some lotter or tobm, whereby it sha.11 
full~r o.ppenr tha.t he is, proccoeding by o.uthority, 
from his muster, employer or overseer; if he does 
it sho.11 be lo.w'f'ul for o.ny person to o.pprohond, and 
curry him before o. justice of tho ponce, to bo by 
his order punished by stripes or not, in his dis­
cretion. 

If any slo.v·e sho.11 presume to come, o.nd bo 
upon the plo.ntntion, of o.ny person who.tsoovor, with­
out liconce in writinG from his or her owner or 
ovorsoor, not boinf; sent upon lawful business, it 
shall bo lo.wf'ul for tho ovr.ner or overseer of such 
plo.nto.tion, to give or order such slo.ve. ten lo.shes 
on his or hor bare buck for every such offence. 

No negro, or mulatto whatsoever, sho.11 keep or 
carry any gun, powder, shot, club,. or other woo.pen 
who.tsQovor,. offensive or dofonsivo, but nll and 
every gun, weapon and runmunition found in the posses­
sion, or custody of nny negro or mulatto., mo.y be 
soizod by o.ny porson., c.nd upon due proof thoroof 
ma.do boforo uny justice of tho pea.co., of tho county 
where such seizure sho.11 bo, shall by his order be 
forfeitod to the seizor, for his 01-m uso, o.nd. more­
ovor ovory such offender shall have and receive, by 
order of such justice, o.ny number of lashes not ox­
coodinc thirty nino., on his or hor bo.ra bo.ck., woll 
lo.id on for ovary such offence. 

Provided novcrtholcss., th11t the commo.nding 
officers of leGions., mny Grant in thoir rospoctivo 
counties, permission in v.rriting to o.ny froo nogro 
or mulatto., boing a. house koopor., to curry arms and · 
ammunition., for o.~r timo, not exooedinG tvrclvo months· 
o.nd rovooc.blo o.t ploa.suro; o.nd to a.ny slo.vo or sla.vos1 
the liko priviledgo,. on npplicntion of their owner,, 
showing sufficient co.use, in tho opinion of tho so.id 
conunnnding of:f'icor, why such indulgence should be 
,:;rn11ted. Jmd tho connna.nding officers of· legions, 
shall mo.kc report to tho connna.nder in chief,. within 
ono month nftor the do.to., of all licences gra.ntod 
in pursua.nco of this lo.w. 

Digitized from Best Copy Available 

Compendium of Laws 
Page 0073

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 103 of 213   Page ID
#:11522



This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized 
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the 
information in books and make it universally accessible. 

Google~ books 
https://books.google.com 

Compendium of Laws 
Page 0074

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 104 of 213   Page ID
#:11523



/. '. -+-· 
--~ ~A- t~.). (>.. L <, I."'. '- ' 
•• - · J .. ~----

OF nu. 

STATE OF NEW-JERSEY. 

• 

atbbttb anb PublbtfJtb 

tJNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE LEGISLATURE. 
- -

• 

• !I!!- ~!!!!!!!!!!!!Bl!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!l!!!!!19!1!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!'1 

' • 
• 0 

TRENTON:· ,. 

PRINT.ED, FOR ~HE STATE, ijY JOSEPH JUSTICE. 

Digitized by Google Compendium of Laws 
Page 0075

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 105 of 213   Page ID
#:11524



LAWS OF NEW.JERSEY. 

1he money &herein directed to be made, within ninety days after t ,99. 
receivin~ such warrant, he shall, for every offence, forfeit and ---­
pay one hundred dollars, to be recovered, with costs, by action he !!hall not 

,. of debt, by the treasurer, or lhe county or township collector, as ~"::!i~!~-
• the case may require, for the use of the state, and shall also be ably to law. 

amerced by the court of common pleas of the county, to the 
amount of lhe sum in the said warrant mentioned, with interest 
and costs; which amercement shall have the force and effect of 
a judgment, whereon execution shall instantly, and without any 
f unher proceedings, be issued against the goods and chattels, 
lands, tenements, hereditaments and real estate of the sheriff so 
amerced. 

39 . . J!.ml be it ~acted, That if th~ sheriff shall not execute Sheri.fr, how 
the writ of execution agreeably to thas act, or shall not pay the to be proceed· 
money therein directed to be made, within ninety days after re .. ed again!!t, if· 
ceiving such execution, he shall, for every offence, forfeit and he sh~I ~bot 
pay one hundred dollars, to be recovered, with costs, by action ~:i.~:~{ ex!cu. 
of debt, by the treasurer, or the county or township collector, as lion ~ably 
the case may require, for the use of the state; and shall also be to law. 
amerced by the court, out of which such execution issued, to the 
amount of the sum in the said execution mentioned, with inte-
rest and costs; which amercement shall have the force and effect 
of a judgment, whereon execution shall instantly, and without 
any further proceedings, be issued against the goods and chat-
tels, lands, tenements, hereditaments and real estate of the sheriff' 
so anaerced. 

40. 11.nd be it enacted, That every act and every clause of any Former actt 
act within the purview of this act, be, and they are hereby re- repealed, but 

Pealed·, but such repeal shall not extend to or affect any assess- sucthtrepeffialt . . f d' . f no o a ec ment, tax, penalty, suat, Judgment, warrant o astress, or wnt o antecedent 
execution, made, arising, commenced, entered, or issued under tHe5, judg­

any act or clause hereby repealed; but that the same shall be !:!:~d8!;~ 
collected, prosecuted, enforced and proceeded upon, in the like cutiom. 
manner as if this act had not been made. 

See the act designating tual,le property, March 9, 1801. 

~ ACT to describe, apprehend aud punish disorderly ~~rsons. PAT. 410• 

Passed the 10th of June, 17!$. 

J. BE IT ENACTED by the Council and General ll11emhly of Who ,ball be 
,_ ,tate, and it i, hereby macud by the authority of the ,ame, adjud~ to~ 
That all paupers, who shall unlawfully return to the city or town- diionferlyptt• 
ship, from which they were legally removed, without a certificate 90119• 

&om the city or township to which they belong, or who shall 
leave their places of legal settlement; and all persons, who shall 
go about from door to ·door, or place themselves io streets, high-
ways or passages, to beg, crave charity, or collect alms, or who 
aball wander abroad and lodge in taverns, inns, beer-houses, out-
houses, houses of entertainment, markm-.houses, barns or otlfer. 

3o 
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• 

f1t LAWS OF NEW-JERSEY. 

1'799: places, or in the opea air, and not give a goed·aeeount 0£ them­
selves, or who shall wander abroad, and beg or solicit charity, 
under pretence of being or having been soldiers, mariners, or 
seafaring men, or of Joss by fire, or other casu~ty, or of loss, bJ 
the Indians, or by war, or other pretence or thing; and all per­
BOns who shalJ leave, or threaten to )eave tq.eir families to be 
maintained by the city, township or county, or to become charge­
able thereto, or wbo, not having sufficient propeny or means for 
their subsistence or support, shall live idle, or not engage in some 
honest employment, or not provide for themselves or familie~; 
and all persons who shall use, or pretepd to use, or have any skill 
in physiognomy, palmistry, or like crafty science, or who shall 
pretend to tell destinies or fortunes; and all runaway senants or 
slaves, and alJ vagrants or vagabonds, common drunkards, com­
mon night-walkers, and common prostitutes, shall be deemed 
and adjudged to be ditiorderly persons. 

i'w1ber de- .2. .fl.nil wherea., divers ill disposed persons are frequently ap-
•~riptioo of prehended, having upon them implements for house-breaking, 
disonlerlyper- or offensive weapons, or are found in or upon houses, ware­
!f9m. houses, stables, barns or out-houses, areas of houses, coaeb-

houses, smoke-houses, enclosed yards, or gardens belonging to 
houses, with intent to commit theft, misdemeanors or other of­
fences; and although their evil purposes are thereby manifested, 
the power of the justices of the peace to demand of them sure-
1ies for their good behaviour hath not been of sufficient effect to 
p_revent them from carrying their eviJ purposes into execution; 
Be it further enacted, That if any person shall be apprehended, 
having upon him or her any picklock, key, crow, Jack, biti, or 
other implement, with an intent to break and enter into any 
dwelling-house, ware-house, stab]e, barn, coach-house, smoke­
house or out-house; or shaJl have upon him or her any pistol. 
hanger, cutlass, bludgeon, or other offensive weapon, with 1nteo, 
to assault any person; or shall be found in or upon any dwel­
ling-house, ware-house, slable, barn, coach-house, smoke-house 
or out-house, or in any enclosed yard or garden, or area belong­
ing to any house, with an intent to steaJ any goods or chattels, 
then he or she shall be deemed and adjudged to be a disorderly 
person. 

Ditord rl 3. .11.nd be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of every con­
person: ~Y stable, ,nd Jawfu] for any other person, to apprehend, without 
be •J?prehend- warrant · or process, any disorder]y person of the description 
~~t°!~, aforesaid, and to take him or her before any justice of the peace 
on coavictW:., of the couo1y, where apprehended; and it saa11 be the duty of 
committed to the said justice to commit such disorderly person, when convidt­
:OeU:~rk- ed before him, by the confession of the offender, or by the oath 

or affirmation of one or more witness or witnesses, to the work­
house of the city, town or county, there to be kept at hard labor 

Juatiees to i,. 
Ille proceH 
against disor­
·derly persons. 

for any time not exceeding three caJendar months. 

4 . .llnd be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of every justice 
of the peace, of the proper county, to issue, on information, or 
hi~own view, his warrant or process to apprehend any disorderlv 
J>erson, within lhe intent and meaning of this act. ~ 
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r ,:59 , 
grants, deeds, or m:!foe conveyances not being proved :tnd regifleret'l 
:t,ithin this !lat~, it {hall and may be lawful for foch pcrfon or perfon11 
to prove and rcgifier his, her, or their grc.o~;, deeds or mHae convey• 
:aµce; • 
. . Sec. 2. Btt it enac1d, That this afl finll b•! in force until the end of • 
the next Hated feffioa of the ge!leral affemblr. 

-· C ff .. 1 p_ XXI. --· 
A1~ ACT roamend an aa, tt 11/itle:I," An alt tn af-:ertain t!1e bound1ries 

of land,and tor p::l'p:rnl.tin~ tefiimony.-rAHl!D 1rnVH1UFR 6, 1801; 
BF.it n:ac/eq P)' 1'1! Gt:;cral 1',fcm:M:,· rf the Stal! o( Tenr.rj(i1 That all 

the priviiegcs, bl!nc~ts. aod aJvantages ariling uoricr or accruing to 
~thcrs, by virtue of an aa, entitled, '' An as:\ to afc~rcain the. 
1boundarico of land, and for perprtuating tctlimnny, paffod at K:noxvit!e 
i:l the year 1799, !hall extend to the citizens rdicient fouth of Frrnch 
Broad and Ht,lllon, and bctw1;en the rivers Rig Pigeon and Tenncffec:P 
boldin~ or claiming, or that m:iy hold or claim land by right of oc; 
r.upancy, fo far as mi\y refped their rights to, or the conditional or 
boundary l~nes of their rcfp~aivc c!aims or rights of occupancy and 
·pre-emption in that traa of conntry, any thing in the provifo to th~ 
fourth fetlion of faid recited aa to the can~rary notwithltandiag 

·c H A P. XXII .. --
4'N · A Cr for the ,eflrain! of idle n,;d di(~rdcrly pe:-.fan1.-PA'JS B~ 

tnvr.r.1ehP. 13, 18,·r, 
'\/VHEREA Sit becomes nect:1l,1ry for the welfare of toe communityp 

to ll\ppro!fs w1mdP.ring, diford~rlv ':!:id idl.! pcrfons: 
Scaion 1. BE it enactd by th: Gt,1r.ral .-iffembly oj the Stale ()/ T,nm~ffee, 

That any perfon or p:rfons who have 00 :,ppareat means of fubfiflence, 
or n~glet\ applying thcmfclvcs- to fom~ honefl catI;ng for the fupport 
of themfdves and famil:cs, ever,· perf.,u fo off!oding, who lhat\ br. found 
fauntering about n.-:glectinr, his llllfinr.fs, an<l endeavoring to maintain 
hi:nfelf by gaming or other undue means, it 01aU aod may be lawful 
for anl' ju(tice ot the peace of the county wherein fuch perfon may b~ 
·tound, on due proof made, to ilfue his w~rnnt for fuch dFmding p•!rfc.o, 
.;md. caufc him ta be brourrht before faid jufiice, WRQ is hereby cmpow• 
_ered, on conviaion, to d~mand fecurity for Iii, good btbaviour, and i~ 
c~fe of refufal or negl.:a, to commit him ta the goal of the connty, for 
any term not exceeding five dayi, at the e:i:pirntion of which timi: he 
01all be fdt at liberty if nothing criminal appears ~gainll him, the fai~ 
offc:odel' paying ail charges arifing from foch imprifonment i 
and if fuch perfon flr:i.il be guilty of the like offence lrom and after the 
fp~ce of thirty days, he, fo offencliag, Hull be deemed a vagrant, and b~ 
fobjea to one m::inth's imprifonment, with all co(h ar:cruing thereon, 
:which if he neglett. or refufes to pay, he m1y be continued in prifoa. 
-until the nu:t court of the county, who may proceed to try the faicl 
offmder, and if found guilty by a verdia of a jui 7 of good and lawful 
men, faid court may proceed to hire the olf.:nJcr for any fpace of tim~ 
not e:xceeding Ii~ months, t© make fatisfaction for all cl>lh, but if fud1 
perfon or perfons fo offe.:nding, be of iii fam:, fo that he or they cann~t 
'ti_c hired for the coRs, nor give 1ufficient fecurity for the fame and his 
future goc,,J behaviour, in that cale it lhaU and may be lawful for the 
faid _c_ourt to caufe the otf!nc!c:r to rec-iv.: not exceeding thirty nine Ialh::s• 
on._!1.is b?re Qack, after w11ich he Oull be fet: at liberty, and the coll~ 
tii_f&ng thereon fu.all beocn~e a ~o~nty charge ; wnich puqi~!Xlcnt mat 
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l ~go - l 
iie foft'..t,ed ~, often ,is the ~erroit may be guilty, a!Iowing thirty ciaya 'be .. 
twet'n th" P\lni!hmr-nt :tnct tht off(!nc:e. · 

Sr.c, i. R/ it ~nacted. T!nt it lna!I not b"e lawful for any perfon or 
perCom nf HI fa'TI•e or fufpicinus cl,araclcr, to remave him or themfelves 

• from llne county to another in this Rate, without fii•n obtaining a cc:r• 
· tifi-:ate from fnrn? j11fUce qfthe pr.ac:! of {aid co11nty or c:t.ptaia of his 

.rnmoanv. lettfo(! forth hi, intention in removing, whether to fettle in 
iai,1 cn11nty. or if tr:iv~ll1nq, to (et forth his b•Jttnl!fs and ddlination. 
~"cl if' rur.1- tr-.ivrO~r fl.i,n1H be defirou. to (hy in any county longer.· 
t~1n ten (hy. he 01-111 fir!l apoly tn fome jn!Hce of f>lid county for 
J .. "ve. nn-t "bhin a certific:tte for th:v purpofe, fcttio~ tnnh the time of 
'bi'i p~rmilihn. a11rl ;f foch p~rron 01:\ll be found lniterin_g in faid 
connrv :ifter tf\e ,xoir':lfii,n of hi~ oermit. or foil to obtain the fam~ a. 
,r-"i:r:ihle tn the trn~ int~nt: :tnd meani111.? of this~~. fuch perfon or p~r• 
{o~i:: fo nff~i,ctin'!. mw h"! aor,reh'"nrierl hr anv p~rfon nr perfoos, and 
c:1.rrj,.,J befor~ fun~ ht~ir.e l"lf th~ p~::tce, 'Qthn may enquire into his 
char:irt~r ~T'\~ h1J'1<1ef, ~ anr1 n'1e him :it his difcretion. not rxceeding 
trn dnlLns : hut if faj,J tr::ivcller fh1!} b~ fonnd 1!n txamination, to be 
a p:?rfon of ill foml'!. and there is reafon to fofpecl hi'! is loitering in faid 
county for evil n11ronf.!. :wemptin11 to acqnir~ a living bv e:amhling, or 
~th-:r had m·~aices. fucl1 j!l1Hrr. rball have p')wl'!r tn r.ommit any perfon 
of lik~ cliara1 !r, until hS Oiall find ".,o:i anrJ fofficicnt fecurity for his 
sr'lo:t ~e'1wionr. fo .. a'lv time not etr:"i!edinl! ten Clays, and faid . juq,ice 
of th:- 'l~;\r.~ or i:nU!'t 0f ,h: conn~y fh:ill pr·~ceed a~ainf\ foch offe~dcr, 
in •·h ~ f,r,1~ m:7'l'1er ~, i~ herernf.:.rtt orl'f[':-ih.!rl for iiagrants. · 

S·•~. 3 Be ii t;iar.tu!, Tin~ all ~.,d ~v~n. k~~p?r or k~:p~rs, c:~hihitor. 
cir ed1ihitor;, of either of the gam:ng t;;b!l's comm·,·n!v c11lled A. B;C. 
~r R 0. 1ahle11 or faro b:ink, or of any other gaming cloth table,.or 
b::1.nk of the f.m,~. or like kind. under anv dt!nominatioq whatever, (ball 
be de(>m~d :\nd treated as a vagr:mt, and m•)rMver it fh:ill he the duty 
or '.\n,r j11dge or juf\ice of the µeace, hv warrant under his hand, to at·• 
oi--: fuch g'.lminr, table or cloth to be feiz~d and puhliclv burned or de.: 
t¼roye:!; faid w'lrr::.nt lkdl b: diretled to fom: one cn11(bhle within the 
cn1,nty, \-;,h·ifo ,1u••1 it 01;tfl ti~. forrhwith to e:.ter.nte tbe f.ime: Provir/eJ, 
Th'.\t nothing herein .;un :aiueti, fi1aH be fo confiru~d as to extend to 

· billiard ta\>!t:s~ 
Sec. 4. Be it enacttd, That it OnlI not he la·»fnl fc..,r any houfe k~ep. 

er to hubor -tny idle perfori nf the duratl:er aforcfaid, f,..,r any longer 
tiOQe than is heretofore fpccifi::d, un~cr the penalty of twentv dollar, 
fnr c?cry fuch offl!ncc, to be rcconr"d by warrant before any ju{Hc: of 
the peace of the county wher~ th-: off::nce i, committed. _-

Sec i; Re it mncled, Th,tt it fball be the duty of e11ch ju!lic"! of the 
pea,ce, 011 information bcin~ made on oath to him cit them, that there 
i~ a pe'"l""n or p~rfon!i of the aforefliu dcfcriptioo, l()itcrio~ in his or 

. their <:Ot\ntr, then and in lhat cafo he or they {hall HTue his or their 
,nrr:i~t :tr?'.l;n(l foch · per.fon or pcrfons ;1.1:rreeable to this aet: '1nd pra. 
'fJ;,/ed. ht <Jr th~v Hnll negletl o.r rcfnle fo to do, it !hall be deemed a 
mifd~l\l~1n-11· in office, for which hi! or ·they Ou.II be impeachable, a11d 
on Ca'\viai,,n h-.: f"ffiOV!d fr'lM office. 

Se~ 6 Bf ii tnacred, . Th1t if any perfnn or p:rfbns 01all publicly 
tide or go arm~rl to 1h: terror of the penpl~ , or privately carry any 

. dirk. l~rg_o htife. pinol or ~nv other dangerous wcap'.)U, to the tear or 
terr~<- of ur.'C' r>l'~f""'-, it (hall be ~ duty of any judz~ or j,Hti~e.,-on'hi11 
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I · 26 I ) 
·uwl'! 't'i<'"1.', or 111'.lnn the infnrm:ttinn of aay o•Jt .. r" p~rf, non l"latl1, _to 
hi~d fn~'1 p'"rf--,n. ~r- perfons. t"> .their gaod h·havi11ur ?.n,J if he ')r they 
fail to fi,i 1 fectmt,es. rorn:n1t him er them to ~oal ~nd it fuch perfon or 
p"rfon, fhall continu~ f.J to oft::d, he Qr they lhall n11t only forfeit: 
their rccn2nizar.c~, but be !fable tc> an indiament, :ind be punHhed as 
for a br:ach of the ne:ire, or ri()t at com:non law. 

Sec 7. Be it et!:zr:te:1, That if :rn-r oerfon. or o~dons: fiull unlawfutzy 
·cut nn, or clif,hle the ton~ue. p1H nnt an eve. nit a nnfo. bite or cut off 
~ nof!!, ear or lip, r.•r ctlt r.ff or di fable :inv limh or m,•m'>er, or flab any 
·pcrfon whatfoever, in doin~ fi, tn rnaim, wound or di;/i({nre in any of 
th!' m::innt"r~· hefore mentioned, foch p~rfon or perfon, fo off~nding. 
their crmnfclhrs, aiders :\ttd ab~ttm-s, k'lowin~ of, :1nrl privy to the of• 
fence. On.II be and are herehy dechred to be felflns, :w,J fh1II fuff!f as; 
bcllfe oFfelonv: Pro-vidd nevertheld,. he or th~., '11:ill he entitled to 
b!'nefit of cler~y, and b! further liable to an action cf damages to the 
pa"ty inj11red. 
· Sec 8. Be it ena{led. That all fine5 inA:a.-.d by tVs 1cr. Onll be on.:! 

halt to hi:n that wi!I fu'! for th~ fame, and the other half to th: ufo of 
the countv. 

Sec. 9 Re it enafled That a!l '"-\''q :ln ,J parts nf l:.ws, which cnme 
1rvithin the meaning and'purview nf thi~ ;i,q, are hereby repealed. 

C H A P. xxrrr. . ~ 
.AM "Af':T to autl,1ri(e t!,e fveral cour.ty cour/1 or plen1 aw! 1uarter /e(!im1-

to remit ttnrl miti!{,-ite jirzer a111 fo,/ei,'11r,:1 011 rer:og11fa.:111cer a1 th:rci1J. 
menlio111:d-(P-. 0 s'rn r. c-~ : n~R. 12 . 18,,1) 

·s· n• Bl." it enartl'd ,,,, t/..~ Genera/ . .JfT.·mhly tJ(thc Stater of1"tnneffee, 
. . . e1;1 ion t Th I . . I f • d 1· ffi • l .. , · at t .•~ •~vera conrts o p •r,1;;an quarte1 ,. JnflGrn t 11, 
;, flat'!, Ontt h:i.vt p()W~r to r,.m:• r>t miri~;it,:, aU lin~s: h~ thern i11ff:acdJ 

and all fo, <l"irnr~s 0:1 recnr:n;z rnccs . previ,1nq tri entering final jrulgm~nt­
th,.:-~r:in : Provideci. a m-ij 1ritv . nr :tn v r>nmh '. •· ri :, - 1~r~ than uine of the. 
j 1.:~•i l'.es of faid ,county b~ pr~rnc ·,;1.;;n fu,!·~ r':' .-.ii:nuce or rn:tigation 
thall hem ,de. 

Sec 2 . B:: it e,:a{lf't!, Th:n fo mn::h of :my other nft as come!; within 
the r,m:-view and m'=:ining of thi,; act is h"r-:by ri:peakcl. 
- - . ··-- c ·H AP. XX}/. --- ·- ·--·----

~ i. 1-':'T C?ncerni rig admi11ifiral'itin1 J'. .. ant~rl ·011 the e/later o.r f,erh11r 
. d;·i11e; h:!i-jl,t, _ th.•ehl f/Jc'f1fi1J11:d ·-(l'l.1S!HO NOVEMBl!P:. IO . 18:n.) 

'\tV1Ii~lt2 ,\'~ h : r~wt,>··~ rh~ courts ofp! ··a'I and qna•t~r fdfiins. cur-
. iag rh,! b.~ing of the tempJrary g :wcrnmrnt call~d Fr-anklin, g rr:~t-
ed adrninirl-rations on the c'1ates of pcr-fons who died intellate, and lu1e 

. i{foecl late.rs uf adrniniflration accordingly, in v-irtue au<l hy an:horit}' 
()f whir.h, the perfon; fo admini(\ering, have proceeded to adminifla . 
upon the goou~ 1nd drntteli;, rights and credits of their intenates ref. 
rccl:vely: .<\ncl ..,.h~r~:u it will contrihute to the peac:P. and quiet of fa. 
mili~~. that adminiftrations on fuch ct\atr.iJ fo as aforefaid gra·ntcd, be 
dee0'led and declared Vlli ,i, 

. .. . S:c 1. IJ E it enact~d by 1/,e General Jlffem!,/y o/ the Sta~, ~rTe11tuffe~. 
That all adminiflra:ions gl'anted by any o~ rhc faid courts ot pleas and 

· quarter fcffi'lns, anci _Jc~teri: of adminHlr3tion by any of the aforefoid 
_ ~ourts .ilfoecl, on the cflatc or elbtes of ~rnv perfon who died intelbte, _ 

~n,d all proceerti-ngJ in virtue of for.h lettern of :idminiaration had and 
. ~Qncl_ ~f, and con~crni11~ a~1. fm:h c:lfate, Rg_recably t_o, aud in cDnformi" 
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SLAVE& 

ifr1ike ~abner, and pu_t up the same iQ the derl{':, officr.-­
and at the court 11ouse door in. the manner and time a=1 
the clerks·aforesaid1 and.ati1,· clerk or sh~riff' neglecting 

Penalty tqr or failing-so to do, shalt forfeit and pay any sum not ex­
fatlore. ceed'ing three hundred <lollars, at the discretion of the 

court, on motion of the pros~cuting.attomey, by giving 
said clerk or shcrifften days nohce; and the amount so 
collected of the said cle rks or sheriffs shall be paicl into 
the county trea'iury for the use of said county~-/b. ap-· · 
pro'Ded Oct. 29, 1&.27. . . 

Sec. 8. The sum allowed- bJ law to deputy goalers 

0 
nnt , shall in llO'Casc he alloWtcH" such deputy except for the 

,./r-Y goa •• time he may actually have some person or persons in 
custody; and· in that event such allowance ·shalt' l>e at 
the rate only of one µundred and fifty dollars per·an:. 
oum.--Jb. approved Jwv. 3, 1825. 

SLANDER •. 
tilliwging a. Ste. 1.. It shall be and is 'her~by declared to be ac• 
person with tionable to publi:,:) 111aliciou:3Jy in an,y manner whater~ 
·.:t-dultery. er, that any person has been guilty of fornication or 
~ef\1may ,

1 
adultery and the defendant may plea:d the general issnf:· 

Ys::e ~~~r ·and give the truth of the charge in evidence for justifi-
P:r&viso. cation: Provided, That nothing in this a.ct co:1taincd· 
· shall be so construed as · to affect any·parson for any 

transaction or thing done or performed previou.~ to the 
taking effect of the samc.-L. M. T. pasurl, 00th Jan. 
18!6. 

SLAVES. 
L · . Sec. I •. No si<h.vc shall go from the tenemeats of his 
:ea.v.i1,1g·th master, or other per:<0n with whom<hc lives--without a 
110lll6 W'l • - . 
<>tit l~ue. pru;s, or· some letter or·· token whereey it may appear 

that he is proc~eding. by• authority_ from ~s master1 

employeror overseer; if h ~ does, .it shaU~ lawfo.l for 
any. pcr.5on to ap,pi-ehend and ,carry-him before a jus-

l-f,w pulll5b-tice of the peace, tfJ be :J}J his ordcrpunished with.strip" 
erl. or,'n<:>t in his discretion .. ?"·-· L. L. T. p1sset/, lst Octobd: 

1804,. · · 
Sec. 2~ If. any slave: shall pr~6 _t<t c•me, and· he-. 
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SLAVES. 52l 

Up()!) [the p)ant~tjon] of any person \Vha.~ever without Coming on 
leave in writing worn hi-, or her owner: or overseer, not a_ny planta" 
being sent upon lawful business, it s~ail b~ lawful for tion, &c. 
th.e Q,,rner Qr overs~er ~f s~~h plan~ation, to give or order Punished by 
·such slave ten lashes on his 9r her -l>ar..e . back for every stripes. 
such offence.-/b... · 

Sec. 3. No slave or mulatto whatsoever, shall keep ~ at to keep a. ._ ' 
or carry a gun, powder, shot, cl"1:~ or othc~ weaPon gun , fa_.1,c.·• .· · 
whatsoever, otfepsive or defensive; hut all and every . 
gun -weapon and ammunition foul'ld ~n the possession or Arms ~!1~ . 
custody: of any negro or 1J1Ulatto, .may bn, seized by ~~m~~1~:~ .. 
any person and upon due proC>f mad~ befor-:: any jµsti~e ed.Y 
of the peace of the district [county] where sllch seiz11re 
shall be, .shall by his order be forfeited to the seizor, 
for his own use, and moreoV;er, ev,ery . $µch offender Slave pun­
shall have and receive by order of such ju,sticc any num- ish_ed by 
ber of -lashes not e~ceeding thirty nine on his or h~r stnpes. 
bare ·back well laid on for every such offcnce.-Jb. 

Sec. 4. Every free negro or m1d~tto, being a house- Free negrci 
keeper may be pennitted to keep one gun, po'rder and may carry 
~hot; and all ~egroes Qr_ mulatto~s bond _or free, Iiv-i_~J !rf~e­
ing at anyfroQtler plantation, may be pernutted to keep groes in ca.r­
and us~ guns_, .p PW:der sh Qt a~d 'Yeapoµs, offensiv~ and tain ca see. 
defens,ve, by hcense from aJu,st1ce ofH,ie peace ofth_e 
district [county] wherein such plantatjon lies, to b~ ob-
tafo·ed upon the ~p.plication of free n~groes or m11lattoes, 
or of the owners of sqch· ~ are- slaves.-Jb. 

S~c. 5. All riots, -routs unlawful assembli~ and se- Riots-, &c. 
ditious speeches by a slave or slaves, shall b~ punish~d How punish-= 
with stripes, at the discretiGn of a justiee of the peace ~d. 
and· he who will may apprehen,d• and c~y,-him, her or 
them 'bemre such justice.-Jb. , 

Sec. 6. To prevent the inconvenience arising trQm Meetings of 
the meetings ofsl.aves, if any IDMte.i' mistress or over- slaves. 
seer of. a family shall know:i~gly per1J1it .or . suffer. any P7r5?D8 per­

slave not belonging to him or her, tp be and remain on : 1:!:~!:: " 
his or her plantation, above .four hqurs at any one time, - · 
without leave of the owner or overseer of: sucli sl~t~i, 
be Qr she so pennitting. shaUJorfeit aj).d pay three dol-
lars for every ti~ch ~.ffenee and every_ owner 9r pv~r- Or at an 
seer of a plantation, who shall so penmt or suffer more time nol 
than tive negroes or slaves, ·9ther than his or her own, more than 5, K# . 

Compendium of Laws 
Page 0084

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 114 of 213   Page ID
#:11533



Bluebook 21st ed. 

LI 

DATE DOWNLOADED: Sun May 14 19:59:22 2023 
SOURCE: Content Downloaded from HeinOnline 

Citations: 
Please note: citations are provided as a general guideline. Users should consult their preferred 
citation format's style manual for proper citation formatting . 

1804 3. 

ALWD 7th ed. 
, , 1804 3. 

Chicago 17th ed. 
11 , 11 Indiana - Laws for the Government of the District of Louisiana : 3-136 

AGLC 4th ed. 
11 Indiana - Laws for the Government of the District of Louisiana 3 

OSCOLA 4th ed. 
11 1804 3 Please note: citations are provided as a general guideline. Users 
should consult their preferred citation format's style manual for proper citation 
formatting. 

-- Your use of this HeinOnline PDF indicates your acceptance of HeinOnline's Terms and 
Conditions of the license agreement available at 
https://heinonline.org!HOULicense 

-- The search text of this PDF is generated from uncorrected OCR text. 

Compendium of Laws 
Page 0085

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 115 of 213   Page ID
#:11534



107 

~e-, \Villiam Henrr·Harrifon, governor,~and 
Thomas T. l)avis, Henry V ander Burgh, 
and· John Griffin, judges in aod o.vcr rhc 
Indiana Territory• have hereunto fet our 
hands at Vincennes, the fidt day ·of Oaober. 
one thouland 1dght hnndred wd four, and Qt 
the I ndepcoclentJeu~e of the U oi'ted Statc.s 
the twenty•ni:nh. 

WILLIA~ fI~NRY .H>tRRlSON, 
TH0\1AS TERRY DA VIS .. 
HENRY VANDER BURGH. 
JOHN GR1.FF1N~. 

A LA \\1 

E:ztit,ul ,1' J.n2, .1_·e1p~{ling Slaves. 

BE it enacted by the g.overnor .atJd jud;.. 
ges of the J ncliat}a T'errito.ry autlioi-iied .. and 
en1po vered bv an ·act of cong.rct's, to make 
·.Ia ws fot~ the dHli-i'ct of Lou1fiana, ~nd it i$ 
bereby enacted:by the aur.hority of the fame, 

S I Cl:. That no negro or m ul-.t Lt 011 fl1aJl be a 
,vitnefs. except in pleas of the Un1t.ed States 
againfl negroes or 1nulattoes, or in civil ple~s 
,vhere negroe$ alone ahall be parties. 

§ :1nd. ·And be it further en~\lted, That 
·uo fl ave (hall go, from the tenernenrs of -his 
rnafier, or other perfon witl\ whom he lives 
without a pafs, or fc1:ne Je.rter or token, 
whereby it may sppt!,1r that he is p1·oceeding 
by· authority from his mafi~r, en1pfoyer or 
overfoer if he does if lhaU be 1·a \vfui for any 
perfon ,o .ipprehend . .ind carry hin1 before a 
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Io8 

Jullice or the pe:it--e to be by his order p·u!'Jt/h,. 
ee1 with firl'pes, or not, in hh dH~i·t~t1.on. 

§ 3rd.. And be it fu,~tt1er cn:~cre(J ·r h:i1·t 
if any flavc 01nll prefu1ne to conic, arid :.be 
upon· the plantation of any pcrft,n \·Vhatfoe­
Vt:t·, without leave in writing (rotn' hh or her 
owner or· overleer. not being fu1Jt upon ·ta \r~ 
ful bufinefs1 it !hall be lawful for the o\vn-er 
or ovel"f eer off uch plantation. to •give or ar .. 
der fuch nave ttn lafhe~ o.n. hi~ . or her bare 
back for ~very fuch offenee-. . 

§ 4th. And be it further enacled, That 
no flave or 1nu1atto \vhacioever, !hall kee[l 
or carry any gun. powder, !hot, club, or O• 

ther ,ve-2pon .whatfbever, offenAve er dcfc~• 
five, but all and every gun wc'1:p.on· and an\1. 
munition foulid r~ ttie. poUetTion. or ('tJil'ody, 
of any oegro or n1u_Iatto. ~uci_y·be ·1elzc~ by 
.iny.pcrfon, and upon due p.roof ther~orn,ado 
before c\OY jullice of .the peace of the dltlrl(t 
~vhere fuch feizur.e •fhall-he, fh~-ill-"b,y 'hl~ w:de~ 
he for.{eited to- .che feizor, fo,· tus o,vn ufe11 

and n1oreove.r every fi1ch ofl'ender ihnll have 
and-r-ec.~ive by order ot'-ibch.JufHl'~ ~,,y 1~un1-
ber -0f ·tafhe~ not cxc~cding t~1rJY :nine· on 
his or her bare back, well laid pn . for · <;very 
luch offence, 

§ 5th. Aud ·be it further. ~naeted, That 
every free n~gro or n1ulatto1 being a houfe 
keeper, n1ay b~ perniitt"ed to keep one gun, 
powder and H10t ; and all negroes and mu• 
Jattoe~. bond or free, lit tog at any frontier 
plantation., may be permitted to -keep and ufc 
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( 89 ) 

uy officrr ~fore flamed fhall take ureater fees than 
are hcrc.•in before expreflerl and °limited for any 
fervict> to be done in his office. or if fuch cfficer t;~~!r~il•:i;/ 
fball charge, demand, and take any f<>es hettin ,1i1. "'• 
before afcenaint'd for fen•ices nE>t attual :y tTnder-
~d .• ~very offil~er fo offendin~ (hall forieit a1.d pay 
toth~ party injured fifty dohars, to be recov~rrd 
·in any court having competent jurifdiaion, and it 
fhall be lawful for any prrfon to rclufc payment 
()f ft"es to any officer, who will not make out a bill ~~in:~~;;, 
of paniculars fiJ. ned by him if rtquired and al- 11 •"'l1111• d, M -~ 

' ' 11.w a,a.rwL. 
fo a re~ejpt, or ifcharge, figned by him, of the 
fees paad. -

PHILANDER SMITH, Sptalur of the 
Hou_fe o/ Rtprtji ntalivrs. 

JOHN ELLIS, Prefidcnt oj tlie Ltgijla.­
tive Council. 

APPROVED, March .the 6th, 1805. 
CA TO \\:EST, Secretary of the Miff :J!ip. 

pi Territory, ofiing as Governor oj the 
fame. · 

AN ACT 

RrjjuEling Slaves. 

Sec. 1. BE it tnaEltd, /Jy the LtgijlaJive a;unal 
and Houfa of Rtprefintatives of the MiJJi.ffippi 1,r­
'rit,ory., in Ge11t'ral Ajf mzbly convrnrd, that no Dave 
be admitted a witnds agaiufi any p~rfon, in any ~-~~~a·:':, 
matter caufe or thing whatfoever, civil or crim1• -...en. 
nal, rxcept in criminal cafts, in whic:h the evidence 
of one flave fhall be ad..,_jue9 for or a.g~inil ano• 
ther flave. · . . . 

Sec. 2. And h.t it Jurt/,p- ma&d, That no 
llave ihall .go, f!om the tcneir.~'5 of.his mallcr,_~r ~,.::C';,,r. 
other perfon -,rith _whom Je laves, w1lh~~t . a : p~, ~" ,.1 .. 
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~< ': ·,Ji{:;}i~ 
i . . 

~rJom~ 1eucr. PrJ6~th, · ~vhtAreby,' jLfuay·. ~r'r,ii'f •, 
that he is proccediog by authority' from his inaf­
ter~ employ~r or overfeer ; if he does · it {hall be 
lawful fo~ a~y:: pei-fon to apprel1end a~d ca!ry him 
bd~re ~ JU~tce of the peace, . to _be by his order 
pumfhed wuh ilr1pcs, or not, m his difcretion not 
exceeding twenty ilripes. ' 

Sec. 3. .4)zd he · it further tnalltd, That if any 
tion;,)11\1,~ Dave Ihall prefume to come and be upon the plan­
~~:';-~~~•:;,:;:, tation of any perfon whatfoever, without leave in 
iu,,. ln ■ riiwr. writing from his or her owner or overfeer, not be-

ing font upon lawful bufinefa. it fha11 be lawful for 
the owu~r or overfeer of fuch plantation to oive 
or order fuch Have ten laU1es on hia or her bare 
back, for every fuch offence. 

Ser. 4. And be it .. furthlr e.na[led, That no 
Slam en,,. nave flnll keer> or carry any gun ~owdrr fl1ot cury ull"<rJ,Yf • , , , 
ort'(ftolive wh, duh, or other weapon whatfocver O enfive or de-
pgca. fitilfiV6, e~cept the tools given him to work with, 

or that he is ordered bv his maller, mifln•(1, or o• 

1 
verfe'"r to carry the fai~l articles from one place to 
anotht=r, but aJI, and every gun, weapon or am­
munition found in the pofldfton or cuHody of any 
flave:1 may be Jeized by any perfon, and upon due 
proof thereof made before any jufiice of the peace 
or the county or corporation, where fuch.feizure 
fualJ b~ made, by his order, be forfeited to the 
feizer fQr hie; own ufe ; and moreover, every fuch 
offetiider {hall have and receive by order of fuch 
juftice, any number of la{hes not c-xceeding thir­
ty nine, on his bate hack for every forh offence: 
Provi.dtd nt'f.1trtkelt/s, That any jutlicc of the peace 

'" .. ~..,, (;lro may ,granr, in his prop' er county, pc.rm_ iHion in ,,.tr IIWJ 1-~I 1• • f ~ n 
lcMtw"'i, 'Writi11g; to any {lave, on'~pp tcauon o u1s m~ _er, 
r,qll, or overleer to carry and ufe a gun and ammunmon 

within the limit, of his - faid mailer's or owner's 
·pJ~ntation~ .for a '\erm· n?t ex~el:ding one ye~r, 
arid recoverable, 'at any ume wnhm fuch term, at 
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'(\'~1~4::J·i 
fh<f difcrc.~ioh: off~!d'.Ju:flite{ '-And t? pt~v~rit ·th(! 
mco.~vemc:nce.s ~r1hng front th~ rµeeorig ot Haves, 
• - ·. -: ,. ~ - e; --~ .. ~-. - , , ~.- . • .• :,. , ..• 

. Sec. 5 . . .lJe. it further enac1ed, Th~t if ~ny ,maf.. . 
1er, miHr~f~ .. -or overfeer of a'Jaqiily -Q1all ~now~ ~~:~~:n:~·:~~: 
~ngly _pcnmt or fuffer anv fiave not bdongmg to Ofln, '" ruui:i 

him or her, to he and rc'main in or about lus or ;,~'11 
ptina-

}ler houfe or kitchen, or upon his or her plantation 
~b'ove four hours at any one 1imr, without leave 
of the owner~. or overfeer of foch Haves, he or the 
fo pcrmittii1,~1 f hall forfeit and pay Len dollars fgf 
every fuch ofl-ence, and every owner or overfeer 
of a plantation who fhnll fo permit or fuffer more 
· than five ncgrocs or flavcs, other than his or her 
own, to be and remain upon his or her plantation 
or quarter at any one time, fhafl forfeit and pay 
ten dollars for each negro or fiave above that num• 
her, which fa.id fevcral forfeiturei1 fhaJJ oe to the in­
former,; and recoverable with cofls, before any 
juUice of the peace of the county or corporation 
where fuch offence fhall be committed. Prmided 
alwaJ'S, That nothing herein contained £hall be 
conftrued to prohibit the ncgroes or flaves of one 
and the fame owner, though feated at different 
quarters, from meeting with their ownerst or over• 
feers' leave, upon any plantation to fuch owner 
belonging, nor to rdlrain the meeting of flaves on 
their owner's or overfeer's bufinefs at any public 
mill, nor to prohibittheir meeting on a'r1y mher 
]awful occafion by licence in writing from their 
owner! or ov_ei:foer, no! their going to c,Jmrch, and 
attendmg d1vme fervtce, on the Lords day, and 
between fun-rifing and fun-fetting. 

Sec. 6!,· A-nd be it .fur.thtr enofled, That .r!ots. 
,oqts, unlawful affemblies, trefpaffes, a1!~ fed1u~~~ 
fpeeches by a ~ave_or flaye.~ Ih~,11 be pum~ed ":•~r ~~::: b~: ·,::. 
firipes. not .exc(~edmg th1rty•nme, at the d~fi.:ret1on ilh~b,,. 

of. a jufiice of the peace ; · and he who w1ll.1 may 
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ACTS, 1804. - CHAPTER 81. 

other Towns within this Commonwealth are required by 
law to choose in the Months of March or April annually; 
And the Officers so chosen shall be qualified as other 
Town Officers are. Approved March 8, 1805. 

1804. - Chapter 81. 
[January Session, ch. 35.] 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE PROOF OF FIRE ARMS MANU­
FACTURED WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH. 

111 

lVllereas no provision hath been made by law for tlte Preamble. 

p1·ooj of Ffre Arms manufactured in this Commonwealth 
by which it is apprehended that many may be introduced 
into use which are unsafe and thereby the lives of the Cit-
izens be exposed, to p1·event which 

SECT. 1ST. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same That the Governor by and with Provers of fire­

the advice and consent of the Council be and he hereby ~~fn~:~.be ap­

is empowered to appoint in any part of this Common-
wealth where the :Manufacture of fire Arms is carried on, 
suitable persons to be provers of fire arms not exceeding 
two in any County who shall be sworn to the faithful dis-
charge of their trust, whose duty it shall be to prove all 
Musket Barrels and Pistol barrels which being sufficiently 
ground bored and breeched shall be offered to him to be 
proved - who shall prove the l\f usket barrels twice in 
manner following vizt. first with a charge consisting of Met~od of 

• 1 h f d f P d f provrng. one e1g 1teent part o a poun o ow er, one ounce o 
which in a five & an half inch Howitz at an elevation 
of forty five degrees will carry a twenty four pound shot, 
eighty Yards - with a ball suited to the bore of the bar­
rel - the second proof to be with a charge consisting of 
one twenty second part of the same powder with a ball 
suited to the bore of the barrel, and shall prove the pistol 
barrels once with a charge consisting of one twenty sec­
ond part of a pound of Powder, one ounc of which in a 
five and half inch Howitz at an elevation of forty five 
degrees, will carry a twenty four pound shot seventy 
Yards, with a ball suited to the bore of the barrel -
which said powder and ball it shall be the duty of the 
prover to provide - And if the said musket and pistol Proof marks 

barrels shall stand the proof aforesaid and shall in no re-
spect fail, then it shall Le the duty of the said prover to 
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112 

Fees. 

Penalty for 
not having 
arms proved. 

Penalty for 
selling or buy· 
ing arms not 
proved. 

Penalty for 
forging stamp. 

ACTS, 1804. - CHAPTER 81. 

stamp the same on the upper side and within one and an 
half inches of the breech of sai<l Larrels with a stamp 
consisting of tho initial letters of the provers name & 
over those letters the letter P. also in the line of the said 
initial letters and further np said barrel the figures desig­
nating the Year of our Lord in which the proof is made 
and over the said figures the letter 1\1. which said letters 
and figures shall be so deeply impressed on said barrel 
as that t he same cannot be erased or disfiguered and shall 

p l\[ 

be in the form following AB 1805 and when any barrels 
shall Lurst or shall in any manner fail in the proving as 
aforesaid so that in the opinion of the prover they are 
unfit for use they shall not be stamped but the said prover 
shall suffer the owner to take them away- & any prover 
so proving musket or pistol barrels as aforesaid shall be 
entitled to recieve from the owner for each musket barrel 
thirty three Cents, and for each pistol barrel twenty five 
Cents, whether the same stand proof and are Stamped or 
not. 

SEc. 2D. And be it fw·tlzer enactecl, that if any per­
son after the first day of June next shall manufacture 
within this Commonwealth any mnsket or pistol without 
having the barrels proved and stamped as aforesaid, ex­
cept such as are or may be l\1anufactured in the Armory 
of the United States, or in fulfilment of some contract 
made and entered into or that may hereafter be made and 
entered into for the Manufacturing of fire arms for the 
United States, shall forfiet and pay for every such l\iusket 
or pistol the sum of ten dollars to be recovered in an ac­
tion of Debt before any Court proper to try the same by 
any person who shall sue for and recover the sume to his 
own nse. 

SEc. 3D. And be it farther enacted that if any person 
after the said first day of J nne next, shall sell and deliver 
or shall knowingly purchase any l\1usket or Pistol which 
shall have been manufactured within this Commonwealth 
after the said first day of June next, which shall not have 
the marks of proof above reqnired the person so selling 
and the person so purchasing, shall each forfiet the sum of 
Ten Dollars, to Le recovered by action of debt before any 
Court proper to try the same to the use of any person 
who shall sue for and recover the same. 

SEC. 4TII. And be it fit1'tlte-r enactecl, that if auy per­
son, shall falsely forge or alter the stamp of any prover 
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ACTS, 1804. - CHAPTER 82. 

of Fire arms, so appointed as aforesaid impressed on any 
muskei or Pistol Barrel pursuant to this Act, and be 
convicted thereof before the Supreme Judicial Court he 
shall be punished by fine not exceeding Fifty Dollars nor 
less than twenty dollars, according to the nature and ag-
ravation of the offence. Approved llfarch 8, 1805. 

1804. - Chapter 82. 
[January Session, ch. 36.] 

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE A NUMBER OF THE INHABITANTS 
IN THE TOWN OF Lll\lINGTON, IN THE COUNTY OF YORK, 
INTO A SEPERATE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY, BY THE NAME OF 
THE FIRST BAPTIST SOCIETY IN LIMINGTON. 

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep­
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the au-

113 

tlwrity of the same, That Ebenezer Clarke, James Marrs, Persons lncor· 

Solomon Stone, vVilliam Chick, BarzilJai Small, Nathan- porated. 

iel Clark, Paul Gray, James Sawyer, John Gray, Eben-
ezer Sawyer, Jeremiah Small, Lemuel Saw,ter, Peter 
Chick, James Small, Daniel Rounds, Amos Chase, Rob-
ert Hooper, David Nason, Jonathan Nason, Daniel Small, 
Frethe Spencer, John Lord, John Sutton, Stephen vVeb-
ber, George Stone, James Lord, John Andrews, John 
Finnix, Enoch Nason, Nathaniel Adams, Benjamin Nor-
ton, Edward Norton, John Greenlaw, Amos Thompson, 
Joseph Sawyer, \Villiam Sawyer, Ebenezer vValker, vVil-
liam ,ventworth, Hurd Hubbard, James Heard, Joshua 
Durgan, Levi Cole, "\Villiam l\lanning, George Finnix, 
Isaac Small, Ezekiel Small, Jacob Small, Josiah Chase, 
Thomas Spencer, Abraham Parker, Amos Chase Junior, 
Nathan Chick, and Jonathan Nason Junior, members of 
said Religious Society, with their polls and estates, be, 
and they are hereby incorporated by the name of the corporate 

First Baptist Society in Limington, with all the privi- name. 

ledges and immunities which parishes or Religious So-
cieties in this Commonwealth are by Law intitled to, 
provided lwweve1·, that all such persons, shall be holden 
to pay their proportion of all Monies assessed in said 
town of Limington for Parochial purposes, previous to 
the passing of this Act. 

SEC. 2n. And be 1:t further enacted, that any person Method of join• 

in said town of Limington who may at any time within ing th8 society. 

one year from the passing of this Act, actually become a 
:Member of, and unite in religious worship with the said 
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464 

No'Oembe1:, 
1809. 

CHAP. 
CXXXVIII. 
~ 

10. Offot·• 
ging deeds, 
wills, bonds, 
notes, &:c. 

V. Punish­
ments of 
offonces af­
fecting the 
public pol­
ice. 
1. Of polyg­
aroy. 

LA ,vs OF MARYLAND. 

tablished within this state, or which is or may be established · 
by law in any of the United States, or any person who shall be 
in any manner concerned in the altering, forging or counterfeit­
ing. any note of any bank now e~isting within this state, or of 
any bank which may hereafter be established within this state, 
or any person who may pass within this state forged or counter­
feited note or not1.•s, knowing them to be such, purporting to 
be the genuine notes of a bank regularly constituted within this 
state by the United States, or within any of them, or any per­
son who may pass as gc::nuine any note, purporting to be a note 
of a bank which does not exist, shall be deemed a felon1 and shall 
on being duly convicted thereof, be sentenced to undergo a con­
finement in the penitentiary for a period not less than five nor 
more than ten years, to be treated as herein directed. 10th. Any 
person who shall falsely make, forge or counterfeit, or cause 
or procure to be falsely made, forged or counterfeited, or wil-

' lingly act or assist in falsely making, forging, altering or coun­
terfeiting, any deed, will, testament or codicil, bond, writing 
obligatory, bill of exchange, promissory note for the payment 
of money or property, endorsement or assignment of any bond, 
writing obligatory, bill of exchange, acquittance or receipt, for 
money or property, or any acquittance or receipt, either for 
money or property, with intention to defraud any person whom .. 
soever, or shall utter or publish as true, any false, forged, altered 
or counterft:ited deed, will, testament or codicil, bond, writing 
obligatory, bill of exchange, promisaory note for the payment of 
money or property, endorsement or assignment of any bond, 
writing obligatory, bill of exchange, acquittance or receipt for 
money or property, shall be deemed a felon, and on being thereof 
duly convicted, shall be sentenced to undeTgo a confinement in 
the said penitentiary for a period of time not less than five nor 
more than ten years, to be dealt with as herein after mentioned. 

VII. .ANn BE IT ENACTED, That the offences herein after 
mentioned, affecting the public police, shall be punished in man­
ner following; that is to say, 1st. Whosoever being married, 
shall, the first husband or wife, as the case may be, being alive; 
many any person or persons, shall undergo a confinement 
in the penitentiary for a period not less than one year nor 
more than nine years; provided, that nothing herein contain­
ed shall extend to any person whose husband or wife shall be 
oontinually remaining beyond the seas seven years together, 
or shall absent himself or herself seven years together, in any 
part within the United States, or elsewhere, the one of them 
not knowing the other to be living at that time, and if such of· 
fender be a man, his first wife shall, on his conviction, be forth~ 
with endowed of on~ third part of his real estate, which she 
shall hokl as tenant in dower, the assignment of which shall be 
made as prescribed by law in other cases of dower, and she 
shall have the like remedy for the recovery thereof; and she 
shall ~lso, on his conviction, be forthwith entitled to one third 
part of his personal estate, in the same manner as if such bus., 
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EDWARD LLOYD, EsQ.: GovEllNOR. 465 

band had died intestate and she had survived him, which third Novemher, 
part shall be divided and allotted to her in the same manner as · 1809. 
distribution is made of the personal estate of intestates • and if CHAP· 

' CXXXVIIl, the said offender be a man, he shall, on conviction, forfeit his 
claim or title as tenant by the cou,rtesy, and also all his cla~tri or ~ 
title to any estate personal or mixed, which he may have in 
right of his first wife ; and if the said offender be a woman, she 
shall on conviction, forfeit her claim to dower .of the estate of 
her first husband, and also her distributoty share of his person-
al estate, which she would be entitled to if he had died intes• 
tate, and she had survived him. 2~ Every person who shall 2. or keep­
be duly convicted of keeping any E O table, or any other kind ing E. O. or 
of ganiing table, billiard-tables excepted, at which the games of an~i~the:a__ 
Pharo, Equalitv, or any other game of chance shall be played fie bflliard 
for money, -Or of keeping any bank, and inducing or permit- tables ex­
ting any person to bet against the said bank, or of .strolling about cepted, &c. 
the country from place to place, and deriving a support and 
maintenance chiefly from horse-racing or gaming, shall be sen-
tenced to undergo a confinement in the said penitentiary for a 
period not less than three months nor more than two years, to 
be dealt with as the law directs. 3d. Every commanding offi- ... Of impot­
cer, captain or master, of any vessel, who shall be duly convict- tl0

ng felons, 
ed of wilfully importing in the same into this state, from any convicts, or 
foreign country, and not any part of the United States, any fel- slaves. ' 
on, convict, or any slave, knowing him 01· her to be such, and 
every person duly convicted'of bringing into this state, by land 
or water, any negro or mulatto from any foreign country, not a. 
part of the United States, with intent to sell and dispose of such 
negro or mulatto within this state as a slave, shall be sentenced 
to undergo a confinement in the said penitentiary for a period 
of time not less than one year nor more than five years, to be 
treated as herein after directed.~. 4th. If any person shall be 
apprehended, having upon him or her any picklock, key, crow, 
jack, bit or other in1plement, with an intent feloniously to break 
and enter into any dwelling-house, ware-house, stable or out-
house, or shall have upon him or her any pistol, hanger, 
cutlass, bludgeon or other offensive weapon, with intent 
feloniously to a~sault any person, or shall be found in or 
upon any dwelling-house, ware-house, stable or out-house, 
or in any enclosed yard or garden, or area belonging to 
any house, with an intent to steal any goods or chattels, 
every such person shall be deemed a rogue and vagabond 
and, on being duly convicted thereof, shttll be sentenced to un~ 
dergo a confinement in the said penitentiary for a period of 
time not less than three months nor more than two years, to be 

4. Ofroguetj 
and vaga­
bonds. 

treat~d as the law prescribes. 5th. Any person who has been 
conl1cted and condemned to strve and labour as a criminal, and fiv~~!i~t;. 
who may escape and be found in this state, shall be deemed a 
fugitive felon, and being thereof convicted by a duly authenti-
cated record from the court of the state in whi~h such convic-

Vor,. IlI. 59 
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XXI. YEAR OF THE c1JM:l\\ON,VEAL Tll. 

CHAPTER LXXXIX. 
~n .l1_CT to pre-ventpe·rsons in this Comntonwealth ,from 

wearing cunccaled J1.r111,s, . exctpt in certain ca.ses. . 
Approved Fel:truary S, 1813 • 

. ··BE i? enacted by tlt'e G~neral jssembl"J/ ef the Comm.Jn4 
'fileatth· of JCentucky, That any puson in. this common .. 
Wt:"alth who shall 'hereafter wt•ar a porkrt pistol, dirk, 
large knife,. or s,-ord in a canr, co11ccalcd as a weapon, 
unless whert trave-llirig on a jour11ey. shall be fined in 
any sum nof less than one. h1111dre(l,. df)Uars; ,vhich .may 
he r~cove1•C'd in any cot:trt having juri'ltliction of like 
sums, by action of debt, or on the presentment of a 
~rnrid jury; amf a jwoseC'utor in such presentment sliaU 
wot be necessary. One half of such fi.ne shall be to the 
use of the infot'mcr,. · and · the other to the use of this 
eommo·nwealth. 

"rhis act shall commence and· be in force from and ~f~ 
tei· the first d.ty of June~ 

CHA.P'rER XC • 
.1111, .9.CT to ame1id the Wi~filitfo law . 

.Approved Fehrn.wy 3, 1313. 

fh~c. 1. DE it enactell b!f tile General .!Jsscmbly rf the Persons faH­
Common:u:ea!th ef Keut·acky, 'fltat if any noll-Comiii ;~- iJ1g to per;. 
sione<I 9ffi.ret·, musician 01• pdrate, failing fo march, or form trm1·_ot' 
furnishing nn ahk-boclird substitute in liis pbce~ ,,·!:en tlutyl _c~n~id: 

1 J ] 1 I
. 1 , 11, · 1. · l . , . erec .1 u.ese.r 

nN Ewe< am aw Ci'r:y ca,·,c{f on, or ea\'111g t11c sernr.c ter·: 
without _a discharge from the propl'l' ofik cr, shall be 
C'onsidc1•ed as a tlesel't<'r, and treated as foll1nwth, to 
wit: Any person ma:: apprehend such <.k·sc1·ter, aml de-
rrcr him to the ofricer commamling such uetachmcnt, 
.,r any rccroitin~~ oUicer within this rommo,n'>cdth, aml 
take liis r·rce:iit i~H' the same; "hiclt receipt ~hall <!es .. 
cr!bc the nam{' of such deserter, mid the lcnc;th ol' tim~ 
he was t:f sez·,·e, and by who11-1he was <!eli•.·r1··.cd; ,•. hich 
receipt shall be nssignablc; and tho t·ewar1l fot· taking· 
and so dcli\'e1·in,i; such clesl'1·t~r as afo1·rnaid, shall !w a 
m·edit for a tour 01• tobrs of duty for ·the lcn;!?,·th of' time 
such de'.,ertrr ,,;,-as· hound to sctT<'; · all(! s:ifd <.l<'scrtc?' 
shall scl!•;;e out the krm of time aTotrsaid 1Jrf01 c Le shall 
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172 
gq-~eablc to the. asse_ss~H:'nt; nnd t~e said trus,~e~ 
shall at t"e end of the time for which they· were clec·., 

~ender terl, ' render · an · accoun·t · ·or ·1he sallie to the parish 
~ccount · · judge, and sh_ould any s~ms· ·9~ u~.;ppropriated~ the 
· · · ' same shall be paid into ~~~- hand;s o( · ~he; parish judge 

in trust {oi'. \li
1
~·s~c~<;:~d~a·g ~~us_t~~s, ~n(j i~ ~ase of <le• 

?enalty for fau~t of the t\'.Uli~ees whose. te~m of trine 1s thus cx­
df~a\l~t~ ; .. p~i:~d, i~ s_tial,l b_e \be ~.l.\ty'o_f \he ~a~islj judge to ~~m~_ 

~~>n them to a settl.ctnent, enter 1u,dgi:,ient and 1ss11e 
e~c~1,1,t1~,n· ror ·arrea~age_s i( 1,1ecessary • . ' . : . .· .. . 
\ .. .. I ' . • ' • • \. • • • ' •• • ~ . • ' ' l . , ' 

S~c1:, S. And. he_ it fu7'ther enacted, Tha\ ,.he trus. 
Cl~rk anci ~ee.~ sha.11. app_o\nt one clerk and one collector, whoi;e 

~~lle~tbr: ~c~m. ot· se~•~~~· ·sliall ~x_pire ~t t'1c '.-sall\C 'time· with 
· · · · · that of ·the trustees, ·which said officers shall be en. 
f~c3. titled to· such fee, as the 'said trustees may deem .pro .. 

'l?r~a.mble . . .... , ... -

.,.,er to allow ·ih'em. · ' •· c. '· ·: ,. • • • • • .. ~ " ' • • , ' 
II . ·. ' I • ,; I ' ' 

STEPH~N A. HOPKINS, 
8/u:alcer ·of the house of reftrcsentativeo .. 

"J, POYDRAS . I ,. I • • • , ' 

. . . . .. , 
' 

1 
• · ' • P.,:esid.ent of the acnate., 

,A.P.I'ROVED, March 2:tth, l ij 13. · 
. . . ·wILLiAM c. c; CLAI:BORNI>, 

Governor of the state of. Louisiana. 
~ . ·. . 

~,,..,..,..,..,..,.,,..,,.,..,.,,_:..r-r.lV".r;<l".r.r.rJ'~J".rJV'.,.,,._ .· _. . . . , .. . · .• . _,,• 

AN ACT. . ' 

<llgainst ca!IJJ.ing-~<m~i':'Ir;..d ~ue'!./!...ons, . and g_oin!f ·armed. 
• · in ft7',blic ftlac~a m an unnece~eary momier. 

•' • I •- ,. ' 

\Yhereas assassination and attempts to commit the 
same, have _.01 ·tate been· of ·such Jl'.equent occurre11co as to become a subject of serious ·alarm to the peace• 
able and well disposed inhabitants of this state; and 
whereas the same ts in . a great measure to be at.; 
.iributed . to ·the dangerous and wicked practice of 
carryi~g about in public places concealed and deadly 
iveo.po11s1 'or_goinc to the same armed in an unneces• 
~ary- mari~e~, therefore ; . · 

SzcT, 1- Be it enacted by the unate and hou~e qf 
,-epre1mitativc11 of the atate· ef Louisia11a, in general 
aasemh(y con~cned, That from and' after the passage 
of this act, any ·person who shall be fountl with any 

Penalty ~onc~aled weapon, such as a dirk,' dagger, knife, pis• 
Jor carry• tol or any other deadly · weapon ·conc·ealed in · !1is 
ing' con-· bosc>m, coat o·r in·any other pface about him that do 
ce·at~cl wea.- not'appear in· full'open vihw, ai1y person· so offending; 
~~;, . . . &haJI ·_on e;c>11~ic'tton thereof bef~r.c . auy justice ot , the 

· pea'c~, be ~UbJei:~ to pay a. tine not to exceed fifty dol~ 
4 • . . • . • . 
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173 
csctave&i) ct p~n~r spn us,tgc, d'une piastr~1-rnr c.haqqe 
".mille piastt-es, suivant le t.tl>leau des tax1is; et lps,.ite 
admlni::1trateurs, .l l'expiration du tcrmc pour Jtqtu!l 
ils auront l:te l:lus, en rendl'ont com;;ne au juge <le la Rc<lition dn 
pal'oisse, et, s'il restait en caisse des fonds disponi• compu:. 
blcs, ils sct'Ont verses entre lcs mains c!u juge cle pa• 
roisse 411i lei. gardera j ,1squ'a la nomination d'autrcs 
administrateurs, ct si lesdits admirustrnteurs, a l'cx-
.pirattori du termc pour let1ucl ils auront ete clus, lit:• . · 
gligcaient de rendre le comptc susdit, ii sera du d.e• ~eyies pou.t> 
voii- du jugc de paroisse de Jes sommcr de rcndn: e. liUt. 

leurs comptc11 et de ks poursuh'l'c en justice ct de 
lancer contre t:Ux tics m.indats d'csecution pour les 
sommes arril!t·ees, !:>'ii le jugc 1tccess~\ir,: • 

• s~cT. 3. Et il est dt> jilus dccrttt, Que lcsdits ad- Commis ct 
mrn1stratcurs uommet·on L un commts et un collcctc11r collectt:ur. 
de taxe, do11t le tern!-: l,L strvicc finii·a en mcme tcmii 
quc celni <!cs aclmi~1i~:t;·:11t ~•r~ ct qui au~orit clroit, il la Compensa .. 
compcnsuuon qur 1e:; .. ununistr~\lcurs JUgt:ront a pro• \.ion, 
)>os de lcur accorder. 
· 8TEPHEN A. HOPKINS, 

Oratiur de la Cham6u des U1'fire.~r11tan~, 
J. POYURAS, 

Approuve le 25 Mars 1813. 
\Vlll C. C. CL:\lBORNE, 

Goi:vcrncur cfr I' A tut cfr la Lvuisianc • 

.,...,,$',l'..,..,,,..,.J"J .J'.r.r.rJ.r..r.r:.r.r.rJ ...r.r..r ✓ .,..,.._,..,.,...,_,.rs, 

ACTE 
Pour difendre de /1orter ,des arme.-; caclu:c.~ ct de cc 

j1resentr:r ar11n; d'unc 111anfrre iliutilr: clans lt-J l 'll• 
d1·oit.v J1ublics. 
V11 qu'il s'est commi:i tlcrnict•cmc1;t tics assassinats Prcam~ule. 

et qu'ii <I etc CSSilj't! d'c11 C(Jffi1nctll't! tl'.1llll'C:i de ma-
ni~rc a causer de stricuscs alla1·mcs ;iux hubitans pai-
sihlcs et bicn disposes de cct ctat, ct vn qu'on cloit en 
grn11clc partic attl'ibuel' la cause tk ccs :1s:;assinats J I.\ 
coi1tume pe1·nicicww et r.01Hhn,11ablc de porter dans 
des endroits publics, des anm:s ca.chccs ct clnnr;c• 
reuses, ou de s'y rcnclre armt: d'une mani~rc i1:11tilc, 

SECT. lc1·e. IL t:st decTetc /1ar fr shwt ct /a CfJ(l/ll• 
'/Jre des Re/11·,;sentar1S de l' l!lat de In Louisiane r,:mzi,9 
en As:wmblcc Genfralc, Q11':l ch1tc1· <ie la iiass~1tion 
<le cct acte, toute pc1•:mnnc qui scm trouvec annc:c. 
d'aucunc armc cat:ht:c, teh, que poignanl, th~;m:, 
couteau, p!stolct ou toutc autre armc -mcurtricrc clans Peine~ cc:-,.. 
son habit ou ailleurs sm· lui ct qui 11c scrnnt point.os- tn·rcu ::, qu; 

.ten!libles, toutc pcrsonne cuupablc dQ ccttc contra.- P"rtcnt tie~ 
-venlion, scra, ~ur convict:r,11 du fait, dcvant un jtl!:;c- chc•~!l. en, 

·-1 • • · ! 1. , • , ' cl • :..r:ncs 
';1''.:•pcj,lX1 COll( iilJ\Uc a HHC ,\IIICUUC c.iu11l cxq: Cl'a pa;; 
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174 
How dis- fars nor less than t'lfcnty <li:;llars, one half to tlre usr, 

trihutcd. of the Sti\tc, :inti the balance to the informer; ana 
shoultl any pcr5on be convicted of bcinr,- gu:lty of a 

For the second offer,cc before any court of competent juris_dic­
!,l(Jcrii1d of- tion, shall pay a line not less than one hund red do)~ 
fc1:ct: . l:trs to be applied as aforc :;aid, anJ L~ imprisoned for 

~ time not c:icectliug six months. 

Penalty 
for s t:..bbii.i; 
&c. 

Su:;pect:. 
.!,~ r-cr~cn:; 
nnv l>c 
3(:ai·chetl. 

Fi1:c. 

S11rdics 
d the 
peace. 

Commi~­
~iene:-,. 

Sr:cT. ~- .hid h~ it fr.rther rnacted, That should 
:my person stal, or shoot: or in any way disable ano. 
thcr by s i1ch co:1:-.calecl weapons, or sltoul<l ta!:;c the 
life of .. ny person, '.J:.:. ll on rnn\'iction before any com­
pe tent co11rt s~lil'r.1· c;i.:ath, ,w s1:ch c.;t hcr punbh:neut 
:1s in tlv· oµinioa of a jury ~ball lie jq!..t. 

s~rT. :3 • • ,J.•:,l l-c it f't'"t/1 :- ;• c:rnctrd, That W1JCI! 

any officc1· ha•, :;nc•1l n;asr1n t:.> hclicrc that any person 
or p.:r<-,,115 hal'c v:eapo11,; t·unc1:alcl\ al>o11t them, fot' 
the purpu~c of committing· nrnrder, or Ill any othtr 
\\';,y urnH:d i11 ~.urh .. co;1cealt.:d nn1111c r1 c,n 1m1cf 
tlH' l't.:o: ti ... i111~ m ,1clc tn Ull}' justirc of the pcac•;, U}" 
the oath nf OliC 01· more crcil.hlc wirncsst.:S1 it sh.ill 
he the c:nt}' of ~uch ju<l~c .,ntl j11~ticc to issue :\ war­
rant :wainst ,11ch offl· ,.<lc1· .,11'1 ha ·.-•~ him !>t:::rr.Lrd, 
:mil sh~1dc! he 1,l: fo11n <l with such ,\ ,· .-.1,mh, to ::11c 
him in an;- snm 11ot cxcccuint~ fii'ty , .ollars nor 11::is 
thall twc11ty <1111!:irs, ,•.1.tl to hi111l 0•; 1.•r tu kt: .:p 1l1c 
1:cacc of the st.;tc, with such security as rn:.1.y. .l!))ii::1r 

Jll:ccg:,1 y for 011c year; unll on snch offc1:•i.:r failinf~ to 
girc gund ;\1111 ~uftidcnl f,CClll'i:r U'.,; al'o1·csaid; tl1e 
s::icl j11slicc of the pc::cc shall be ;1.u1!:orisctl to com­
mit s,1 id offc::iclcr to p1·i!;o11 for any time 11ot ~xcccc!ini; 
twe;111y dars, 

STEPliE~ A. IlOl'KI~S, 
SjiCtil:ci' rf thr /, :ms·: rf H/ffc•:u·11furi-;1c3, 

J. l'UYUHAS, 
l'ri-sidr'.'t! of tile .~r:rntc. 

_-\t>Pnov~:>, '.\hr,:~: ~j th, 18 L;. 
V! lLLl :\:\1 c. c. C: .A I BO!c,n:, 

G<-t' <.TWJ1" rf th ,· ~:;ire: nf Loui::;,wa, 

,\~! ,\CT 
1'o e.~ta!;!i::h a l ,r-:-nw ·:rnt .\111: ot" justfrr: iu ar.d J,;r 

· . t h . .' /wrish ,f St. '.li1;,11,w11 ;1. 

SECT. I. lii! it <·:1t1cr,·rl 1111 tli r snia( l' ,mt! house cf 
.,rj,rrtt:11t11ri·L•,:- ff t!,r: 1< (atr ·,f J. uai.~iaria , i:t g l'nrn~l 
n.T.•t:r.:1:!11 t"fJ•,1J1.1i•:d, Th:1t Tli '.1tna•; i;r)cll, P.n!Jcrt JJ;\• 
dony> Bc1:iumi:1 l,c ·.·:ld- J:,s ,:n': ll~::~!'i\: ,r.: :1n!l Men· 

~ , . 
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464 COMMONWEALTH FIRE ARMS. Feh. 28, 1814. 

Town inaor- county of Essex, by tbe name of Lynnfield," be, and the 
porate.i.. same hereby is incorporated into a town, by the name of 

Lynnfield, with all the powers. privileges, and immunities, 
and liable to all the duties and requisitions of other towns 
in this Commonwealth. 

[Approved by the Governor, February 28, 1814.] 

CHAP. CXCII. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled "An act to provide 
for the proof of Fire Al'ms, m;mufacturcd within this 
Commonwealth." " 

SEc. I. BE it enacted .hy tlze Senate and House of 
Representatives, i1l General Court asscmhled, and by tlzc 
autlzority of tlze same, That from and after the passing of 
this act, all musket barrels and pistol barrels, manufactured 
within this Commonwealth, shall, before the same shall be 
sold, and before the same shall be stocked, be proved by 
the pcrscn appointed according to the provisions of an act, 
entitled " An act to provide for the proof of Fire Arms, 
manufactured within this Commonwealth," to which this 

Manner of is an addition, in manner following, viz : with a charge of 
11roving, powder equal in weight to the ball which fits the bore of 

the barrel to be proved; and the powder used in such proof 
one ounce thereof in a howitzer of four and a half inch 
caliber, at an elevation of forty-five degrees, shall be of 
sufficient power to carry a twelve pound shot one hundred 
and thirty yards ; or one ounce thereof in a howitzer of 
five and a half inch caliber, at an elevation of forty-five de­
grees, shall be sufficient to carry a twenty-four pound shot 
eighty yards, and the ball used in such proof shall be suit­
ed to the bore of the barrel to be proved as aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. Be it furtlzcr enacted, That if any person or 
persons, from and after the passing of this act, shall man­
ufacture, within this Commonwealth, any musket or pis-

Restriction.i. tol, or shall sell and deliver, or shall knowingly purchase 
any musket or pistol, without having the barrels first pro\'• 
cu accord mg to the provisions of the first section of this 
act, marked and stamped according the provisions of the 
first section of the act to which this is an addition ; Qr if 
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LYNN MECHANICKS BANK. Peh. 28, 1814. 465 

any person or persons shall sell, stock or finish, or shall 
knowingly purchase any musket barrel or pistol barre_l 
manufactured within .this Commonwealth, which shall not 
have been first proved, marked and stamped according to 
the provisions aforesaid, the person or persons who shall 
so manufacture, sell and deliver, or knowingly purchase 
any musket or pistol without causing the same to be first 
proved, marked and stamped as uforcsnid, and the person 
or· persons who shall sell, stock or finish, or shall know­
ingly purchase any. musket barrel or pistol barrel, which 
shall not have been proved, marked und stamped as afore- Fdrfcitures. 
said, shall severally forfeit the sum of ten dollars, to be 
recovered by an action of debt before m1y court proper to 
try the same, by any person who shall sue for and recover 
the same, to his own use : Provided however, That the Proviso. 

foregoing provisions and penalties shall not extend to any 
muskets or pistols, or musket or pistol barrels, manufac. 
tured in any armoury of the United States, for their use, 
or in execution of any contract made 01· to be made with 
the United States, for the manufacture of fire urms. 

Ste. 3. Be it further enacted, That the second and 
third sections of the act to which this is in addition, and Sec~ions re­
also so much of the first section thereof as prescribes the pea cu. 

mode of proving musket barrels .ind pistol barrels, and the 
power of the powde~· to be used in such proof, be, ancl 
the same are hereby repealed. · 

[Approved by the Governor, February 28, 1814,.J 

CHAP. CXCIII. 

An Act to incorporate The President, Directors and Com­
pany of the Lynn Mechanicks Bank. 

SEc. I. BE it enacted by t!,e Senate and /louse of 
Representatives, in General Court assemMed, a11d by the 
autlwrity of the s.ame, That Daniel Silsbe, Joseph Fuller 
the third, J 0l111 D. Atwell, Thomas Rich, Samuel Brimble- l'crso1111 in. 
cum, Micajah Burrill, Parker Mudge, Oliver Fuller, Jon- corpoi·ated. 

athan Conner, John Alley, jr. Stephen Oliver, John 
~Judge, and Jonathan Bachellor, their associates, succes-
sors, and assigns shall be, antl hereby are crc:\tt:d a Cor-
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SINCE THE YEAR 1s10 TO THE YEAR 1819, INCLUSIVE. 

COMPRISING 

.A LL THE LAWS PASSED WITHIN THOSE PERIODS, ARRANGED UNDER APPROPRIATE HEADS, WITH NOTES OF 

REFERENCE TO THOSE LAWS, OR PARTS OF LAWS, WHICH ARE AMENDED OR REPEA.LED. 

-

TO WHICH .11.RE .11.DDED, 

SUCH CONCURRED AND APPROVED 

IBDR~®JIL ~~JE®)~~i 

. AS ARE EITHER OF GENERAL, LOCAL, OR PRIVATE MOMENT. . 

• • 
.. 

• 

CO_NCLUDING WITH ,.._ 
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· ... 
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PENAL CODE. 18 16. 

TENTH DIVISION. 

Offences against the public morality, health, and police. 

i. I~ a,ny ~~rson shall have two wives, or two husbands, at one and the same t ime, 

~ knowing of the living ~nd e~i.ste~ce of such ,vife or husband, he or she shall, on convic­

t ion, b~ sep.tenced to pay a. fine not exceedi~g five hundred dollars , and to undergo an 

i~prisonnient ~t hard'labour, in the penitentiafy, for any time n~t e_xceeding three years, 

~s th~ jury may .recommend ; "and the seco_nd marria•ge shall be -void ; but long absence 

of the wife,. or husb~nd, and no infortr].ation of the fate of such husband or wife, shall, at 

the discretiop. of the jury, be cause of a'cquittal of the person indicted. . . 

2. If any man .or woman, being unmarried, shall knowingly marry the husband or wife 

of another person, su·ch --~an· or woman shall, on co~viction, be sentenced to pay a fine 

not exceeding f:ive· hundred dollars, anq. to undergo an imprisonment at hard labour, in 

the peni-tentiary, for any tim_e not exeeeding three years, as the jury may recommend: 

but if the persons guilty of these offences are not able to pay the said fines, then the 

" punishm_ent shall be i~prisonment ,at _h~rd labou~·, in the penite11;tiaty: for a term not 

exceed~ng five years, as the j_ury-may recommend. 

3. -If.any person shall commit incestuous· fornication or adultery, or intermarry within 

the degrees of con-~anguinity · or affinity established by law, he or ~he shall·, on convic-
' ' .~ 

tion, be sente~ced to pay a fine not exceeding five hundred do)lars, and to undergo an 

imprisonment in the penitenti~ry, for a peri0d of_ t ime not exceedin$' two years, if such 

i mprisonment in the penitentiary shall be r ecommended to the court by the jury, 

4 . Any justice of the peace, µiayor, intendant , in any county, or of any city in this 

state, who of his own knbwledge, or -~n information to him on oath made, of any free 

:white wo~an havii:ig a bastarq child, which it- is probable will become chargeab_le- to the 

county or city, he may ... there~p'on ta use a · warrant, under his hand and seal , directed to 

· the she'riff or a constable of said county or city whe're the case may arise, and oblige the . ' 

offender to be brought before him, to ·g1ve secur ity to the Inferior Court of the county 

i~ the sum of one thous~nd dollars ,' for _the supp9rt and education of such child or 

c_hildren till the age of fourteen ye~r~, 9r to d iscove:i:, on oath, the father of such bastard 

child; · which being done, the ~aid justice, ~ayor, intendant or alderman, shall issue his 

warrant in like manner, to bring before him the ·person sworn · to be the father of such 

child o~ children, who, o~ refusin~ to give such security as may be required for the 

support and ·education of such child or children, until he, she or they shall arrive at 

the age of fourteen years, and also pay, or give security to pay, all expenses incurred at 

4 G 2 

595 

(No. 380.) 

For having 
two wives or 
two husbands 
at the same 
t ime, offender 
how punished , 

A single per 0 

son knowingly 
marrying the 
wife or hus­
band of ano­
ther, how 
punished . · 

Incest. 

Punishment 
thereof. 

J ustices of the 
p eace, &c. 
shall compel 
the mother of 
a bastard child 
(which woutd 
probably b e­
come charge~ 
able 01 : the 
county ) to 
give security 
for its support, 
&c. or to dis­
close on oath 
the father of 
such child. 

The reputed 
father requir­
ed to _give 
security . 
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PENAL CODE. 1816. 599 

and upon his refusal or failure to give such security, he shall be committed and in- (No. 380.) 

dieted as a vagrant, and on conviction, shall be imprisoned in the penitentiary, at hard 

labour, for such period of time as the jury may recommend to the court. 

19. If any person shall be apprehended, having upon him or her any pickloc.k, key, Rogues and 
vagabonds, 
who shall be 
deemed such . 

crow, jac·k, bit or other implement, with intent feloniously to break .and enter into any 
' ' dwelling-house, ware-ho4se, store, shop, coach-hou~e, stable or out-hous~, or shall have 

upon him a~y pistol, hanger~ cutlass, bludgeon,or.~the~ offensive weap~n, with intent felo­

niously to assault ~~y person'; or shall be found in or. upon .any dwelling-house, ware-

,; house, store, shop, coach-house, ~tab}e or ou~-house~ with intent to steal any goods or 

chattels ; every .such person shall be ·deemed ; rogue and vagabond, and on conviction, 

;hall be sentenced to undergo.~n impris-~i1ment in the common jail of the county, or in 

the penitentiary, at hard la,bour, for such period of ti~e as the jury shall recommend to 

the court. · 

Their punish~ 
ment. 

20. -All other offences against the public morals, health, police or economy, shall be General 

punished by fine or ··i~prisonment i_n the common jail of the C(?Unty, at the discretion of clause. 

the court, or_ in_ the penitentiary,-in sue}) inanner, and far such period of time, as juries 

may r~co~mend. 

\ ELEVENTH DIVISION. 

, Offences committed~ by cheats and swindlers, and offences against t~e public trade. 

_1. If any person, by false-representations of his own respectability, wealth, or mercan­

tile cor.respondence and connections, shall obtain a credit, and thereby ' defraud any per­

son 9r persons of money·, goods, chattels or any valuable thing, or if any person shall 

., . ~ause or procure others. to report falsely of his honesty, respectabil(ty, ,v~alth or mer­

cantil.e character,~ and by thus ·imp~sing on the credulity of any person or persons ,obtain 

a credit, and thereby fraua.ulently get into possessi~n of goods, wares, merchandize, or 

any valuable. thing, shall be deemed . a cheat and swindler, and, on conviction, shall be 

se~tence~ to restore the pr6per~y so fraudulently obtained, if it can be done, and also to 

pay' a fine .at the . discretion of the court, and moreover to undergo an imprisonment in 

the p~nitentiary, at hard l~bour, for any period of time not exceeding three years, as the 

jury may recom~end. 

2 .. Any perso~ using ' any deceitful ' means ( other than those which have been men­

tioned in this · code) . or practices ·in matters of. fraud, shall be deemed a cheat and 

swindler, and, on· convi~t~on, shall be sente.nced to make such restitution to the party 

defr~uded and cheated as the court may direct; and also be fined, and undergo an 

Cheats and 
swindlers. 

How punish­
ed. 

General clause 
as to cheating 
an~ swindling-. 
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Poaiue.l _,_-, 
,tripes . · 

Not1o keep 

• 
SLAVES.-

tan tut1e.i on his or bet bare back for cvcty $ocll of .. 
fence. ib. ib. ib. , . , · 

Sec. s. No slave ~r _mulatto w:hatsoever, sliaU keeP,· 
or carry a gun, 1mwder, shot, clu·~ or other ·weapon 

Armsa•d am- whatsoovel', offensive or · defensive; but all and evet·y 
munitioo·may gun ~eapon and ammun-jtion. -iound in the possession_ Ol"' 

be seized. · cQStotly of nny' ne~ro or •~tllatto;. ma1 ,e· 1seized by 

~ 6,e. 

any pe;l'son and upon due proof• matl~. before any j11stic-6 
· of the peace of the·_dit;trict,[tounty'} where such seizure· 

r,haU be, sbaU by -bts 10-rdet bo forfeited to, the seizor, 
Slav~ p~isb- for bi8 own us-e, and moreover, ev-ory·su.ch offendet· ; 
~ by stripes. shall ha\'e and roc-ei'Ve by otderof such·justico'any·num­

ber of lashes not "xceeding thirty nine Qn Iris QJ" her: 
bare back w1Jl laid on f<>P every suoh offence, ib. p. 

. 1s.:.14. ib: . ' 
Fre~ negro· Sec. · 4 . E,,ery frco• negro or mulatto, bo.ing a ho,usc-
:tt~?01\e keeper m~y be pe,;-mittod to keep Otte gun, pnwtler aml 

ijhot; and aJl negroes or mulattoes bond or free, Ii\·- · 
And a11 n~- ing at any frontier plantation, may be pertnitt~ll to keep_· 
.ifo's, &o. m~y and use guns, powder shot and· weapons, ofrensi vc . ahd 
~ry_gans an defenah·e, by license from'a justice oftlio JJCaco of the ' 
e aw cues . . diRtrict [~ounty] wher<>:,n snch plantntio1t lies, to be ob­

tai-n~d upon the applicntiou of free 11egr-0eSt,or'm\1lattot:'.s, 
or ~f tbe Qwners of such as_ ai--e slaves·. L_. L: T. pt. 1. 
P· 1-4. - ; 

Ser,. 5. All riots, rout. unlawful assemblies an<l st-:Riots, roab, . ( 
&c. clitious speeches uy .a sla,·e or slavest sha l be punishe<l 

with stt·ipes, at the di~cretion of·aju!Jtice of tlic peace 
~ri~!!_ed by and ho who will may appr-e_hend and carry bim, her or 

thorn before such justice. ib. p. 15. ib. 
Mcctingsof Seo. 6 . . 1.'o p~ \lent th~ incon,•enience nrising from 
1\aves. tho meetings ofsla-ve~, ff any maste1· 111istress or oYer- · 

P«!frsons per­
,m itfi n g nny 
sJnvei to re­
main, &c. 

seer of a · family shall knowingly p0rmit o'r su,r-er any 
slave not belonging to him or her, to b·e nnd re,nain·on 
JJii,-; ,or lier plahtationp above. four hours :it 1u~yone=timc,. 
withm1t leave of the owner or o\'crsecr of• such slave, 
he OY she 60 permitting Bhfltl fm•rcit ~nd pa,y th1~ee dol-· 
lars for cYery suc!J offenrle Rnd eve-ry own er or over- ' 

Orat any time see1· of a plantati9n, who shall -so permit or suffer mol·e· 
~ot more than than five uegroes or· sta.v~s, 'Other than ltis <11• her , own,. 
0

• to be and remain upon biR· or hct· plah,~tfon,'or qt'lar t~r 
at any other time, shall to1·feit and pay one d0Ha1• ' ({)r, 
.each uegro or sla,·e·-'above that numbei·. " 'liich said se­
veral fo1·fcitureg sba11 be to the informer, ~ntl be recov.: 
e.rnble before any• justice of the p-cace ~f th-c ,Hstrict 
·[county,] with C<>sts, where sucb offenccshaM bo.com-

Dg1 d by o 

i 
I 
I 
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. CHAPTER XXITI. 

AN ACT io p'Pohibit the wea,:~ng "ofto,i~eal~ 
. ' td 1oellpm1s. . '; 1:' , • ' . · 

. ,I 

APPROV~D, January 14,, 1820. · 

SEC, 1. BE.-it en(tcted by the Ge.neml 
.Assembly of Lite State of lndiww, That 
auy perso11 wcadng· any dirk pistol Pers,: ns 

• , . l ,v.c,1r111ir con. 
sword rn <.·anc, or any other u_nlawful cc~lcd wr \lp• 
,,icapon, concealed, shall be deemed m, ind1cLii• 

guilty of a misdemeanor, and on .convic- ble 

tion thereof, by presentment or indict-
ment, shall he .finr.<I i1 any sum not ex--· 
€Ceding one htJndrC'Cl dollars, for the u!ie 
of com1ty seminaries: Provicfotl hmvP.•ve,·, Proviso 
thc\t this1 ad sha:ll not be so construed as 

. to atftct- travellers.; 

----
CHAPTER :XXJV . 

.tlN' ACT ,mJJplernent,tl· to "an aet· for tltt: 
<tppoin_tmeltl of County Su,rveyors: 

~!'PROVED, Jamiary· 14, 1820. 

lSEc. 1. B.E it enacted,:by ·the Gent.ml 
'.4rn:m,bly of the State , of htc~irinrt, 'fhat County sur­
whenevcr hereafter a11y <hspute may veyw i111er• 
arise about the division of any ·,laud e~1ed in p.ir• 
within this sta~e, wh~rciP tli~· C<1i111ty 1i1io11 Cil'cuit 
surveyor of' the county,: when'! th<! lands coui·: to 11P· . , • •. · pom,· survey·• 
lie, i'n}lY be _a party, .or m any manner 01, · 

interested, it s!mll he la w(ul for the Cir-
rmit Court on applicatjon of ei-tl.ier par-
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r-.: :zt;o.· 1 
·"lt , , 1 

ty, to nr,poirit·· ;Oll}e ·suitable person 111'. 
&'lid count.}1 ,' :wl10.se · duty. it . shall be t& 
proceed to divide the s3:me, .for .which 
!P.rvice, the .. person scf appoinfed,, :_ shall 
be entitled. to the sam~ feei as county 
surv.eyors are entitled to, for similar ser:.. 
vices. 

.. CHAPTER XXV. 

AN ACT authoriz{n.g,the arrest and $ecur-' 
ing fiegit£ves from -./,ustice.· 

AP.PROVED~ Januirry 14, 1820." 

SEc. 1. BE it enacted by the General 
. ..Assembly of the Siat.e of Indiana~ That 

Pu.~iti~ea. if any person . shall . ,commit any crime 
fr,,m 1u~nce in any of the U nifrd States, or the ter-
to be appre• • • h . f. d h 11 6 . b" llanded ritones t ereo , an s a ee mto t 1s . 

&tate, it shall be lawful for any Judge of. 
- the Supreme·or Circuit Court, or justice 

of the peace, within tbiii state, on the 
oath or affirmation of any person cbarg.:. 
irig such fugitive with a c1·imt., fo issue 

:Justice 10 is• bis warrant, and cause such fugitive to . 
sue his war- be c1rrestcd, and brought ,before him, 
l'ant :ind pro• and aftep bearing the proofs and alfega-
cct:dmgs tions for . and· against such fu"'itive if in 
th"rcon the opiniou of such Judge 01· justic;, the 

proof is evi<l.t:nt, .. or presumption strong, 
as to the guilt. q(the person charged, it 
shall be the duty of·such Judge 01· Jus-

. . . (ice, to sommit such fu,e:itive from jus·-
t,'ug,uve t~ tice to die common J"a.il of the cnunty·. 
be- comm1• ' ' 
ti:d ·• ,vhei:e such arre!-t may be made, for any 

length of time, uot cxc'eeding one month~ 
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TITLE XII.] PUBLIC PEACE. 683 
SECT. 4. Any person, guilty of unlawfully ass~mbling or of a CHAP, 159. 

riot, may alon~ b~ · indicted and convicted t.hereof; provided, it be One person 

alleged m the 111d1ctment, and proved on trial, that three or more may be convict­

persons were engaged therein ; and, if kno_wn, they must be ~j1;j!~out 
th

e 

named, or, if unknown, that fact must be alleged. 
SECT. 5. If any persons, to the number of twelve or more, any Duty ofhm~ffigis-. . f trates s er1 s, 

of them being armed with clubs or other dangerous weapons, or I &c. when there 

any persons, to the number of thirty or more, whether armed or is an ubnllawfful - . assem yo 
not, shall be unlawfully, riotously or tumultuously assembled many twelve or more 

city or town, it shall be the duty of the mayor and each of the alder- 'f82~0% I\ 1. 

men of such city, and of each of the selectmen and constables of such ' '· 
town, and every justice of the peace living in such town, and alse 
of the sheriff of the county and his deputies, to go among the per-
sons, so assembled, or as near to them, as may be with safety, and, 
in the name of the state, to command all persons, so assembled, 
immediately and peaceably to disperse; and, if the persons so 
assembled shall 11ot thereupon immediately and peaceably disperse, 
it shall be the duty of each of said magistrates and officers, to 
command the assistance of all persons then present, in arresting 
and securing in custody, the persons so unlawfully assembled, so 
that they may he proceeded with, according to law. 

SECT. 6. If any person shall refuse to assist in arresting the ~ef~sal to~ 

I f II bl d I II f , d' I s1st rn arresting 
persons so un aw u y assem e , or s ia re use irnme iate y to offenders, or to 

disperse upon being commanded so to do. as mentioned in the pre- disperse, ifd 

d. L h II b d d f. I ] ' t: I . comm:mde . ce mg sect10n, 11e s a e eeme one o suc 1 un aw,u or notous rn21, 11, § 1. 

assembly, and shall be punished by fine, not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail, not more than one year. 

SECT, 7. If any such maaistrate or other officer havin,,. notice Neglect of duty 
0 • ' . ::, by m'lc.1strates 

of any such unlawful or tumultuous assembly, m the city or town or oth~r offi-

where he dwells, shall refuse or neglect immediately to execute his cers. 

duty, in relation thereto, as provided in the fifth section of this 
chapter, he shall be punished by a fine, not exceeding three hun-
dred dollars. 

SECT. e. If any persons, so riotously or unlawfully assembled, Power of m~ 

shall, upon command as aforesaid, refuse or neglect to disperse~;~:~~; t~~:n­
without unnecessary delay, any two of the magistrates or officers, bled do not dis-­

before mentioned, may require the aid of a sufficient number of perse. 

person~, in arms or otherwise, and shall proceed in such manner as 
they may judge expedient, to suppress such rietous or tumultuous 
assembly, and to arrest and secure the persons composing the same, 
that they may be proceeded with according to law. 

SECT. 9. When an armed force shall be called out, as provided Duty ofan arm­
. h d · · I h 11 b I ,1 /' ed force if cal­m t e prece mg sections, t 1ey s a o ey sue 1 oruers 1or suppress- led out ~n such 

ing such unlawful and riotous assembly, and for arresting and dis- an occasion. 

persing the persons engaged therein, as they may receive from the 
governor, or any judge of a court of record, or the sh-eriff of the 
county, or from any two of the magistrates or officers, mentioned 
in the fifth section. 

SEc-r. 10. If, by reason of any efforts, made as before men- l~anypersonbe 

tioned, to suppress such riotou~ and unlawful assembly, or to arrest ~~1:~d~d, mag­

and secure the persons composrno- the same, who have refused to istratesandoffi-

d. th h h b O 
• • b le h cers held guilt-isperse., ong t e num er remammg e ss t an twelve, any less. 
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TITLE XII.] SENTENCE AND EXECUTION. 707 
shall place the same on file with the indictment, and subjoin to the CHAP. 168. 
record of the sentence a brief abstract of the sheriff's return on the 
warrant. 

CHAPTER 169. 
OF PROCEEDINGS FOR PREVENTION OF CRIMlcS. 

SECT. I. Of the commencement of criminal 
proceedings. 

' 2. Magistrates may require sureties 
for the peace and good behavior. 

3. Of the examination of the com­
plainant. 

·I. \ Vhen a warrant may issue. 
5. Io certain cases sureties required, 

for keeping the peace, &c. with­
out binding to appear at any court. 

6. Party to be discharged, on com­
plying. 

7. On refusal, to be committed to the 
county jail; but still entitled to a 
hearing on his appeal. 

n. Proceedings, if the complaint be 
not sustained. Costs, ifma.licious 
or frivolous. 

SECT. 9. \.Vhen party, complained of, shall 
pay costs. 

JO. Appeal to the next district court. 
11. Proceedings upon the appeal. 
12. Consequences, 1f the appellant 

fail to prosecute. 
13. Recognizance may he taken, after 

commitment. 
H. R eturn of such recognizance. 
J.3. \.Vhen magistrate may require 

sureties, without a formal com­
plaint. 

lG. Persons going armed, without 
reasonable cause. 

17. Power of court, to ~emit the pen­
alty of a recognizance. 

I 8. Sureties on recognizances may 
surrender their principals, as in 
case of bail in civil actions. 

SECTION 1. No person shall be held to answer in any court for 
an alleged crime or offence, other than contempt of court, unless 
upon an indictment by a grand jury, except in the following cases; 

First. When a prosecution by information is expressly author­
ized by statute. 

Second. In proceedings before a municipal or police court, or a 
justice of the peace. 

Third. In proceedings before courts martial. 
SECT. 2. The justices of the supreme judicial court, of the dis­

trict court, justices of municipal courts and police courts in vaca­
tion, as well as in open court; and justices of the peace, in their 
respective counties, shall have power to cause all laws made for the 
preservation of the public peace to be kept; and, in the e~ecution 
of that power, may require persons to girn security to keep the 
peace, or be of the good behavior, or both, in the manner provided 
in this chapter. 

SECT. 3. Any such magistrate, on complaint made to him, that 
any person has threatened to commit an offence against the person 
or property of another, shall examine the complainant on oath, and 
also any witnesses who are produced, and reduce the complaint to 
writing, and cause the complainant to subscribe the same. 

SECT. 4. If there should appear to such magistrate, on an exam­
ination of the facts, that there is just cause to apprehend and fear 
the commission of such offence, he shall issue a warrant under his 
band and seal, containing a recital of the substance of the com-

Of the com­
mencement of' 
criminal pro­
ceedings. 

Magistrates 
may require 
sureties for the 
peace and good 
behavior. 

Of the examin­
ation of the 
complainant. 

When a warrant 
may issue. 
1821, 7G, ~ l. 
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70S PJU.:VENTION OF CRIMES. (TITLE XII. 

CHAP. 169. plaint, and commanding the officer to whom the same may be 
---- directed, forthwith to arrest the person complained of, and bring 

him before such rnagistrnte or court, having jurisdiction of the case. 
In certain_ ca- SECT. 5. When the person, complained of, is brought before 
ses, sureties re- l . h b · d !": h" d f, h b h d quired, for t 1e magistrate, e may e reqmre , a1ter 1s e ence as een ear , 
keeping the to enter into a recoo-nizance with sufficient sureties, in such sum as 
peace, &c. 0 J f h 
without binding shall be ordered, to keep the peace towards all the peop e o t e 
to a.ppearatany state, and especially towards the person requiring the security, for 
court. - d d" b 
rn:21, 76, ~ 1. such term as the magistrate may or er, not excee mg one year, ut 
1 Fairf. 3'.,5. shall not be bound over to any court, unless he is also charged with 

some specific and other offence, for which he ought to be held to 
answer at such court. 

Party to be dis- SECT. 6. If the person complained of shall comply with the 
charged, on order of such magistrate, he shall be discharged. 
complying • 
1821, 76, ~ 1. SECT. 7. If the person shall refuse or neglect so to recogmze, 
On refus~l, to the magistrate shall commit him to the count,y jail during the period 
be committed .: h" l h · d fi d · "Jl h h ]l to the county 1or w 1c 1 e was require to n sureties, or t1 e s a so recog-
jail, but still en- nize · and the maaistrate shall state in the warrant the cause of 
titled to a hear• ' , d el h • d l r h' J · 
ing on his ap- commitment, an a so t e time an t 1e sum 1or w IC 1 security was 

1;2;· 
76 9 1 

required. The magistrate shall also return a copy of the warrant to 
' ' · the district court, next to be holden in the same county, and such 

court shall have cognizance of the case in the same ·manner, as if 

Proceedings, if 
the complaint 
be not sustain­
ed. Costs, if 
malicious or 
frivolous. 

W"hen party, 
complained of, 
shall pay costs. 

the party accused had appealed to said court. . 
SECT. 8. ·when the magistrate, on examination of the facts, 

shall not be satisfied, that there is just cause to fear the commission 
of any such offe11ce, he shall immediately discharge the party com­
plained of; and, if the _magistrate shall judge the complaint un­
founded, malicious or frivolous, he may order the complainant to 
pay the costs of prosecution, who shall thereupon be answerable to 
the magistrate and officer for their fees, as for his own debt. 

SECT, 9. When the person complained of is required to give 
security for the peace, or for his good behavior, the court or magis­
trate may further order, that the costs of prosecution, or any part 
thereof, shall be paid. by such person, who shall stand committed 
until such costs are paid, or he is otherwise discharged. 

Appeal, to the SECT. 10. Any person, aggrieved by the order of such judge 
~~~~/istrict of a municipal or police court, or justice of the peace, in requiring 

him to recognize as aforesaid, may, on giving the security required, 

Proceedings 
upon the ap­
peal. 

appeal to the next district court in the same county. 
SECT. 11. When an appeal is taken from an order of such jus­

tice or court, the magistrate shall require such witnesses, as he may 
think necessary, to recognize for their appearance at the court ap­
pealed to ; and such court may affirm the order of the judge or 
justice, or discharge the ap-pellant, or require him to recognize anew 
with sufficient sureties, as the court may deem proper; and make 
such order as to the costs, as may be deemed reasonable. 

:,onsequences, SECT. rn. If the appellant shall fail to prosecute his appeal, 
i_f_ the appellant his recognizance shall remain in full force as to any breach of the 
fa,l to prose-) ' 
cute. · condition, without an affirmation of the judgment or order, and 

stand as a security for any costs, which may be ordered by the 
court to be paid by the appellant. 

Recognizance SECT. 13. Any person committed for not finding sureties or 
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TITLE XIL.] PREVENTION OF CRIMES. 709 

refusing to recognize, as required by the court or magistrate, may CttAP, 169. 
be discharged by any judge or justice of the peace, on giving such may be taken 
security as was required. after commit-

' . m~ 
SECT. 14, Every recognizance, taken pursuant to the foregoing Return of such 

provisions, shall be transmitted to the district court, on or before the recognizance. 

first day of the next ensuing term, and shall there be filed by the 
clerk, as of record. 

SECT. 15. Whoever, in the presence of any magistrate, men- When magis-
. d . h d . f h' h b f' f trate may re-t1one m t e secon section o t 1s c apter, or e ore any court o quire sureties, 

record, shall make any affray or threaten to kill or beat another, or without a
1
for-

. · 1 · l · h ll ma! comp amt, commit any v10 ence against 11s person or property, or s a con- &c. 

tend, with hot and angry words, to the disturbance of the peace, 
may be ordered, without process or any other proof, to recognize 
for keeping the peace, or being of the good behavior for a term, not 
exceeding three months, and, in case of refusal, may be committed 
to prison as before directed. 

SECT, 16. Any person, going armed with any dirk, dagger, Persons going 

sword, pistol, or other offensive and dangerous weapon, without a :,:~~a~~th0
ut 

reasonable cause to fear an assault on himself, or any of his family cause. 

t h l . t f h . rn21, 76, ~ 1. or proper y, may, on t e comp am o any person avmg cause to 
fear an injury or breach of the peace, be required to find sureties 
for keeping the peace for a term, not exceeding one year, with the 
right of appeal as before provided. 

SECT. 17. In a suit, on such recognizance taken in a criminal 
case, if a forfeiture is found or confessed, the court, on petition, 
may remit the penalty, or such part of it as they may think proper, 
on such terms as they may think right. 

Power of court, 
to remit the 
penalty of a re­
cognizance. 
18~1, 50, ~ 4. 

SECT. 18. Any surety in a recognizance may surrender the Sureties on re­

principal in the same manner, as if he had been his bail in a civil cognizancesd 
. . . . may surren er 

cause, and, on such surrender, shall be d1scha1"ged from all hab1hty their principals 

for any act of the principal after such surrender, which would be a :.Anii~i~tac­

breach of the recognizance; and, upon such surrender, the princi- tions. 

pal may recognize anew with sufficient surety or sureties for the 
residue of the term, before any justice of the peace, and shall 
thereupon be discharged. 

CHAPTER 170. 
OF THE POWER AND PROCEEDINGS OF JUSTICI::S OF THE PEACE IN 

CRIMINAL CASES. 

SEC'l'. I. Justices may require aid, on view, SECT. 6. Duty of justices, as to arrests, and 
without a warrant. examinations into treasons, felon-

2. Their jurisdiction. \ ies, &c. 
3. ,vhen a justice shall issue his war- 7. Trial and sentence within their ju-

rant. I risdiction. 
4. Examination, on trial, of the party: 8. Respondent may appeal; hut rc-

ac.cused. 
1 

quired to recognize. 
5. Of commitment or binding over to 9. To carry up copies of the case. 

a higher court. 
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CRIME -AND PUNISHMENT. 

probate· courts shall hold their said terms on the Mondays­
succeeding the termination of such term of the said circuit 

Proviso. _ courts, so i11terferi11g as afore!laiu: Pnviderl, .That in the 
Terms in V1- counties of Vig•), Knox and Gibson, the said courts shall 
t\Knoit oncl hold their terms on the first Mondays in February, AprU, 

· 1 son. Juue, October and December, and the second Mondays in 
August in each and every year. · _. 

Fower i~ will SEc, 56, In all cases where a power or direction is given 
to snll 15 u. in anv last will and testament ,ir codicil, to sell real estate, 
power to con- · t h' 0 111 I d t d t ·11 d vey. 1 s a >c ta rnn a~ . cons rue . as a pow~r o se an con-

. vcy; and an adm1mstrator with the will annexed, shall 
have all th_e power that the executor appointed by the will 
would have had, if he had executed the will. 

J?,m:~cdin~s . SEc. 57. All suits, pleas, plaints, bills in chancery, peti­
now mshtut- tions and proceedings, which may be pending when this 
eel ~hall pro- t t k f-"r. t . . f ti . . t t . , . 
grcss to judg- ac a cs e 1ec , m any o · 1e c~rcm cour s, 111 any way re- . 
mant, &c. . lnting to idiots, lunatics, decedents estates or last wills or· 

testaments, shall progess to final· jud~ment or d~cree in 
the circuit court where they were commenced, or are now 
pending, in the same manner as if this act had not passc~; 

P. business to and all probate business shall continue to be done and 
be done nR t t d ' t . . tl I t·. t'l th · n· & ransac e , as 1 now 1s rn 1c severa coun 1es, un 1 e 
now un 

1 
_ o. probate juclge is elected and qualified and ready to act, 

Treason. 

l\1ur<lc'r. 

Mnnslnngh" 
tllr. 

:Burglary, 

( 
I 

. CHAPTER xxvr. 
An Act relative tci Crime nncl Punishment. 

[APPROVED, FEBRUARY 101 1831.] 

SEC, 1. Be it enaclP.rl by the General 11<:sembly of the stale of 
Indiana, That every person duly convicted of treason, shall 
suffer death. 
· SEC, 2, Tbat every person of sound memory and discre­

tion, who shall 1mlawfully kill any reasonable creature in 
heing~ a11cl under the peace of this state, with 1palice afore­
thou~ht, ancl he duly convicted thereof, shall be deemed 
guilty of murder, and suffer death. 

SBc, 3. That every person, who without malice, either 
express or implied, shall unlawfully kill any other Lanother] 
person, either voluntarily upon a sudden heat, or involun­
tarilv. hut in the commission of some unlawful act, shall he 
decnH'rl gniHy of manslanghtcr, and upon conviction there~ 
of, shall he imprisoned nt hard lahor in the state prison, 
for not lcss th:-in two n·or more than twenty-one years, and 
lJe fined in a sum not cxccrcling one thousand dollars. 

SEc, 4. That ev.c1·y person, who shall in the night time 
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192 

Vending spi• 
rits without 
Jiccnro. 

CRIMF. AND :PUNISHMENT, 

SE!c. 56. That every person, not· being li~cnsed accord.­
ing to law to vend_ spiritou~ Hgu_ors by re;h~il, who muy'bar .. 
ter or sell any spmtous hquor, to be dnmk in his or her 
house, o\1t house, yard or gm·den, or who may l~artci'r ,or 
sell any such spiritous liquor,, by a less quantity than a 
quart at a time, shall he fined in any sum not lt.'8s than two, 
nor mol-e thnn twenty dollars. . 

Failing to put S~;c. 57. That if any licensed taverr~ keeper_ shaJlt di­
up list of ta- rectly or iridi rectly, risk, demand or receive, any gr~aler· 
vern ratcs,&c. price or higher rates, for any article furnished in the way 

of his lrnsineas, than may be -fixetl · and published· by him in 
bis schedule' of tavern rates, or who shall knowiugly i1e­
glect, for one whole d,iy, to keep tip in the most public room 
iri his tavern, a fair list of the aforesaid rates so by him fix­
ed rind published, he or she ·so offending, shall be fined in 
m1y sum ·not less than five dollars~ nor more than fifty dol-
lars, · · · 

Cnrryingcon- ·. SEC. 58. That every person., not' be'.ing a traveller, who 
ccnlctl wcu- shall wear or carry any dirk, pistol, sword in a cane, or oth- ·· 
pon. er dangerous weapon concealed, shall upon convict;on 

thereof, .be fined irt any sum not exceeding. one hundred · 

Aduitcry. 

dollars. . 
SEC. 59, That every person who shall li'fe in <>'pen and 

notorious adultery or fornication, shall upon conviction 
· thereof, be fined, if a male person, iu ar1y sum 11_ot exceeding 
three hu_ndred d~llars, .or:-if a female,' be imprisoned for 
any term of time not exceeding three months • . 

SEc. 60. That every persen who shall be guilty of open 
and· notorious lewdness, or of nny grossly scandnluus a11d 
public indecency, shall upon conviction thereof, be fined in 
any sum not exceeding one hundred dollars,' 

Gnming nnd SEc, 61. That every person who shall play at any game 
betting. or games for money, or other valuable consideration, or 

who shall.bet-on the !mnds or sides of such as do play, nt a 
tavern ·or place licensed to vend spiritous liquors by retniJ, 
or in any out house or appendage of the same,_shall on con­
viction t_hereof, be fined in any sum not exceeding se~enty 
nor less than ten dollars, and be rccognized.,vitb sufficient 
security, for his good behaviour for one year, which recog~ 
nizance shall be forfeited by a second offence; within the 
time aforesaid. _ 

Losing or\,,in- SEC, 62. That every person who . shall, by playing· or 
uing moncJ. betting at, or upon any game or wagc1· whatsoever, either 

. · \ lose or win any. sum of money or article of va]uQ, shall 

Dnccit in 
gnming. 

upon conviction thereof, be fined in any sum not exceeding 
\ ,Ofty dollars. · . 

S~C'. 63. Thnt if any person by fraud, . circumvention, 
dec~it or evil prnctice,'in playing at cards, dice or other 
game, or by sharing in the stakes or wager, sha11 win or 
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LAWS OF FLORIDA. 

be paid out of the appropriation by congress for the year I 834, 
being an unexpended balance in the treasury department of the 
United ,States, to Leslie A. Thompson, the sum of four hun­
dred and seventy-five dollars, beiug the amount of two warrants­
heretofore drawn in favour of Secundino J. Segui and John P. 
Booth, for services rendered the last session of the council. 

To R. Heyward, two hundred° and eighty-five dollars, being 
the amount of a draft , heretofore given to R. Dinmore, West• 
cott, &t Co., for folding and stitching the laws and journals of 
the last session of the council. 

To Samuel B. Fitzpatrick, ,a_ former clerk of the ·Legislative 
Council, the sum of one hundred and two dollars. and sixty-nine 
cen1s. 

SecT, 4. Be iL further enacted, That the governor cause to 
be audi1ed and settled the accounts of Wm. Wilson, for print• 
ing· the laws and journals of the present session of 1he council, 
and for publishing the same in the Floridian, according to the 
contract of said Wilson. 

SEcT. 5. Be it further enacted, That the governor cause to be 
audited and settled the accounts of the editors of the newspa­
pers authorized to publish.the laws of the present session, ac­
cording . to the act of congress. 

· [Approved, Feb. 14, 1835. 

C11AI'- 860. (No. 88.) An act to prevent any Person in this Territory from 
c~ying Arms secretly. 

423 

Be it' enacted by the Govr.rnor and Legislative Council of 
the Territory of F;orida, That from and after the passage of Secr_et_ anna 

h. · h JI b J f l c · b' T • proh1b1ted t 1s act, lt s a not e aw u 1or any person 10 t 1s el'ntory · 
to /:arry arms of any kind whatsoever secretly, on or about l.beir 

, persons; and if any dirk, pistol, or other arm, or weapon, ex• 
cept a common pocket-knife, sbal1 be seen, or known to be se­
creted upon the person of any one in this T erritory, such per• 
son so offending shall, on conv·ictioo, be fined oot exceeding five 
hundred dollars, and not less than fifty dollars, or imprisoned 
not more than six months, and not less than one month, at the 
discretion of the jury : Provided, however, that this law shall 
not be so construed as to pre.vent any person from carrying 
arms openly, outside of all their clothes ; and it shall be the Act tobe, 
duty of judges of the superior courts in this Territory, to give the given in 
matter contained in this act in special charge to the grand juries fharge t<> 
in •the several counties in this Texritory, at every session of the Junes. 

courts. 
[Approved, Jan. 30, 1835. 
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7 ra37. 
Treasurer of the State, to deposit in Iha 8J1i!, ol Iha Stnlr. nnd its ·r,emm to 
several branches, oil that porLion. of tho pu bile rovenue of the U oiled ~:r;,~~ ~~:. 
States, which ho has received or which he may hereafter receive, 11e enun In tho 
tho portion of Alab11m:11 in tho followin~ proporlion: Ono fifth in ll~:.~~j11;~. 

the Bank of the State at Tuscaloosa, one fifth in the Branch Bnnlc nt 
Montgomery, one fifth in the Branch Ilnnk at l\Iobi lc, one fifth in 
tho Branch ])ank 11t J)r:r.nl1ir1 and ono f!nh i11 the Brnnch Bonk ot 
Huntsville; taking thorefo1· cerlificntes of dcposite, 11nd nil laws or 
parts oflaws, oontrnvcning theJ.rovisions of this net, be and 0 10 some 
are hereby repealed: P,•ovide , That the nmaunt of the surplus rev-
enue ah-eady received an<l which may hercnftcr be received, shnll be 
deposited i_n said Bnnk oncl its Branches, in lho abovo and fo1·cgoing 
propor.tio.ns, on or before the first day of May next. 

Approved Juno 30, 1857., --•-ffo. 11,J AN ACT 
To IU?P""" tho u10 of D~wln !Cni,c,. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repi•escn-· 
iatives of Ilic Stale of .li./ahama fo General .llsstmbly conve11ed, 
Thot if an; pcll'son carrying nny lmife or weapon, known as ll1Hvie rrnally for 
Knives or Arkansnw Toolh•piclcs, or either or any knife or ·wc11pon ll':;,~{!"foivc, 
that shall in form, shape or size, rcscmhlo a Bowie Knife or Ar-
ltonsn,v Toplh-pick, on n sudden rencounter, shall cut or stab onc,th-
er with such knife, by reason of which he clic:f, it shall be ndjuilgcd 
murdel', ond the offender shnll sulfe1· tho same as if the killing had 
been by malieo aforethought. 

Sec. 2. ,B,1id be ii further e11aclerl,, Thnt for every such \\'ellpl'ln, I rr:rnr ,tll• 
seld or given,or otherwise disposed of in this Stole, the person selling, k~~ve:\Vt! b1t 
giving or disposing of the same, sh11ll pay II lox of one hundred dol- tosnd, 
lnrs, to be paid into the counly Tren~ury; and if nny person 110 selling, 
giving 01· disposing of such wcnpon, shall foil lo give in the same in 
his llstof taxable property, lio shall be subject to the pai ns and pen-
alties of perjury. Approved Juno 30, ld37. --•-(No. 12, l AN ACT 

•ro enlo!ifo tho prbon bound• in tho dilfeunt eout1tie1 in lhl, Stnte; 
Section 1. Be it c~acted hy tile Senate and House oj Rep1·csc,1• 

lalives of the Slate of Alabama in General Asscmb~11 convened, 
Th~t the several sections of an act passed in the year 1824, requiring 
the Judge of 1ho co11nty court aml commis!ilono1·s of roads anJ rov-
cnuo, to mark and lay out the bounds of prisoners, bo and the same l'ri,on ~ound• 
i• hereby repealed, and that from 011d after tho passage of this net, cnlllrgcd. 
the bounds of the different counties shall bo tho limits within which 
prisoners confiuod for <lebt shall bo restricted, on ente1·ing into bond, 
ns now required by law, to keep within the prison bounds; and 
herenfter the plaintiffs in suits shall not be compelled to pay lhe sus. 
tenance 11.nd support (!f prisoners who take the benefit of tho bounds. 

. Approved June 30, 1837, 
-.ee-

rNo. 13.1 AN ACT 
~or the relief of tbe purchuera or tbo Sixteenth Section, Town,bip four, R11n.&e 1h(, 

Weat, In tbe county orL11\fremce and for otber purpo,ee. 
Section 1. Be it enacted bu the Senate and lJr1u1e of Rcprewi­

tative3 of the State of ,B,/abama in General AssemlJly_ conven,d, 
That the Presldcmt and Directors of the :Hranc,h of tho Bank of the 
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278 CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE. [CRA.P. XLIV. 

brought before him, and on investigating the charge, he shall discharge, 
bail, or commit in default. of bail, as the case may requite. 

DIVISION VIII. 

OJ'FENCJ:9 A.6.A.INST TIIE PUBLIC PEA.CE, AffD AFF.ECTINO 

TRJ: SECUJI.ITT OT' PERSONS .&?fD PROP"EI\TT, 

b.T. I.~RIOTS, lWUTS, &:c. 

&c-ttoN 
I. Pouffllunelits for riots, &c. 
2. ()flicer to Ulllke proclapiation to dispene. 
3. On refun.l lo obey, oillccr to sammo11 

the po.'jle and arttat the olfendera. 
4. If armed, the officer may summon the 

militia. 
&. PenoM i1IDUII011'1!, to obey promptly. 
6. Taking -yiolent poaeS1011 of n,a\ esfa\41. 
7. Acla ageist publie healiJ!, monals or 

justice, or lha admio~l.nltj.011 of law. 
8. Agr4141meuts to oommit felony, and ad-

8aCTlON 

nnua t.herezo, without actual com· 
mission. 

6. Coa,spiraciea to cheat, aad adTancea 
tberato,''Wilhont actual commiaGOII, 

lO. Conspiral:ies to indict, and advances 
thereto, witbollt actual commiaaiq11. 

11. Doing any act prohibited, or faili11g to 
do1111y 11c:l requinid'by law. 

J 2. Puuiebment of misdemeaoonr, 'lll'hm not 
defloed, 

18. Wearing concealed ""'4pons. 

·SEC, l. If three or more persons assemble together, w~tb the in• 
rent, or being assembled, shall agree mutually, to assisqiach other to 
do an unlawful act, with force or violence, against the person or pro• 
party ef another, or against the peace, or to the terror of the people, and 
shall accomplish the p'urpose intended, or do any unlawffil act in fur­
therance of such purpose, in a .violent or turbulent manner; evety per­
son so offe11diag, or who shall aid or assist in doing any unlawful act, 
shall be adjudged guilty of ,a misdemeanor, and. shall be punished by 
imprisonment not exceeding one year, or by fine, bot exceedmg five 
bµndred dollars,.or both by fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of 
the court. · 

SEo. 2. Wbe11 three or more persons shall be riotously, unlawful •. 
ly or tumultuously assembled, aa speci6.ed in the last preceding sec­
tion, it shall be the duty of every judg!:l, justice of the peace, sh~rifF,. 
coroner and constable, who shall have knowledge, or be informed there­
of, to make proclamation among the persons so assembled, or llS near 
them as he can saf el)'. come, charging and commanding them immedi­
ately to disperse the~elves, and peaceably to depart to their habita­
tions or lawful business. 

Sis:c. 3. If upon such proclamatioa being made, ·the persons so 
assembled shall not immediately disperse and depart as commanded, 
or if they shall resist suah officer, or prevent the making such procla-
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CHAP. XLIV.] CRIMINAL .TURISPRUDE'NCB. 279 

mation, such officer shall command those present, and the power of 
the COU!)ty if necessary, and shall disperse such unlawful assembly, 
arrest the offenders, and take them before sorne judicial officer, to be 
dealt with according to law. · 

SEc. 1,-. If any person so assembled shall be armed, or make for­
cible resistance to the officer l!O making, or attempting to make such 

. proclaµ1ation; such .officer shall swnmon to his aid a sufficient number 
of fhe militia, or other persons in arms, to disperse such assembly, 
arrest the oifesders, an.d maintain the authority o( the law. 

SEc. 5. All militia officers and others, whQ shall be summoned 
under the provision.; of this act; shall ~ve prompt obedienbe to such 
officer. 

S&:c, 6, Every person .who shall take, or keep possession of any 
real estate by actual farce or violence, without the authority of law, or 
who being1armed with a deadly or· dangerous weapon, shall by violence 
to any person entitled to the possession, or by putting in fear of imm&­
diate danger to his person, obtain or keep possess·ion of any such real 
estate or p~opei:ty, without,. legal authority, shall on conviction be 
adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and be 6ned not less than 6fty 
dollars, .and be imprisoned not exceeding one year. 

S £C. 7. If ·8.Qy person shall co,1Dmit ar:iy act, itijurlous t!) the pub. 
lie health , or public morals, or to the perversion or obstruction of 
public ju3tice, or the due administration of the laws, he shell be 
deemed guilty,of a misdemeanor. · -

. SEc. 8. If two or' more persons shall agree and conspire to com­
mit any felony, and make so~~ advance thereto, without coll\mitting 
the (elony,_ they shall be deemed guilty of a misdemelUlor. 

SEc. 9. If two or more conspire to cheat any person out of any 
money or other property by false pretenpes 9r false tokens, and make 
some .advance thereto, they shall be deemed· g·u.ilty· of a misdemeanor. 

SEc. 10. If On(! or more pers~ms shall contrive 'end intend to haYe 
any person iodicte!i, op any false criminal charge; and make some 
advance ttiereto, although such person ~ay not be indicted, he or they 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdenteanor. 

Sl!!c. 11, Where tbe pe11formance of any act is prohibited, or the 
performance of any act is required, by any statute, and no penalty for 
the violation of such statute -is imposed, either in the same. section 
containi!]g such pi:ohibition,, or requiring such act or duty, or in any 
other section or statute, ~he doing of such prohibited l!,Ct, or the neg­
lect of such required act or duty, shall_ be deemed a misdemeanor. 

Compendium of Laws 
Page 0138

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 168 of 213   Page ID
#:11587



280 CRIMINAL JURtllPRUDENCE. [CHAP. XLIV. 

BEc. u. Every person who shall be convicted of any misde• 
meanor, the punishment of which is not defined in this or some other 
statute, shall be punished by imprisonment, not exceeding one year, 
or by fine not.exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, or by 6ne"and 
imprisonment both. 

SEc, 13. Every pel'son who sha]l wear any pistol, di.rk, butcher 
or large kllife, or a sword in a cane, concealed as a '!'eapon, unless 
upon a journey, shall be adjudged guilty of 11. !tlisdemeanor, arid upon 
conviction thereof, in the county in which the said offence shall· have 
been committed, shall be finefl in any sum not less than twentyfive 
dollars, nor more than one hundred dollars, one half to be paid into 
the county treasury, the other half to the informer, and shall also be 
imprisoned not less than one, nor more than six months. 

An, ll.-LIBEL. 

S&c'r10N 

I . Delinition of, 
i . Pu0i1bmeol of, 
3. Tb,o troth. ot the ·libel may be ginn i11 

cl'ideoce. 
( . Proclaimi11g l\ pe~n a COWllrd, for DOl 

fightuig a duel, &c. 

S1:01'(0.ft 1 

li. Publisher or prinler .reqoired to leslify. 
,. Punishment 0£ publiaber or printer re­

fv.siug to testify. 
7 . T,hefr testimony not to be ~ -,.wt 

Ule!llKlvea. 

SE\1, l. A libel i~ a malicious defamation, ex1,ressed either by 
writing, printing, or by signs or pictures, or the like, tending to blacken 
the memory of one who is dead, or to illlpeach the honesty, integrity, 
veracity, virtue or reputation, or to publish the natural defe'cts, of one 
who is-living, and thereby expose him to public hatred, cont~mpt and 
ridicule. , 

SEc. 1. Every person, whether writer, printer or publisher, con­
victed of the crime of libel, shall be fined in any sum ·not exceeding 
five thousand dollars, and may als.o be imprisoned, not exceeding one 
year, at the discretiop of the jury who shall pass on the c11se ; and 
when any such case shall be decided wlthoot the intervention o[ 11 jury, 
then at the dtscl'etion of the court. 

SEc. 3. .In alLprosecution.s for libel, under the provisions of the 
preceding sections, the truth thereof may be given in evidence in 
justification. 

S£c. 4. If any person shall, in any newspaper, handbill or other 
advertisement, written ol' printed, pubJisb or·proc]aim any other person 
as .a-toward, or use any other opprobrious or abusive language, for not 
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90 DEADLY W£Al'ONS, 

DEADLY WEAPONS. 

AN ACT to guard 11ncl protect the citizens of this Stntc, 
ngait1st the unt\iarrnntablc nn<I too prevalent use of deadly 
weapons. 

SECTION 1. Be U e1mcfctl l~IJ tlw Sc11nfl' mul Ilm1sc QJ 1lc­
prcu11/alfrcs of tile Stale of Gcorg-ia, in Gcnaal Asst·mbfy 11/f.l, 
a111l i'I is liercby rn11ctcrl by lite (//lflwdl/J of lltc .wnu:., '1' hat from 
m11l after the passage of this net, it shall 1101 lie lawful for any 
me1·chn11t, or Yencler of wares or merclmntlizc ih lhis Slate, or 
any otl1cr person or persons whntsocver, to sell, or o/for to sell, 
or to keep, or ha,·c about their pe1·son or elsewhere, any of the 
he'reinaftcr 1Jc,cl'i1Je1l weapons, to wit: llowie, 01· any other 
kind ofknirns, manufactured 11111\ so:d for the purpose of wear­
ing, or canying the same as a1•ms of o/li-uce or defence, pis­
tols, dirks, sword canes, spears, &c., shall also be contemplated 
in this act, save such pistols ns nre known null 11sed, as ho1·sc• 
man's pistols, &c. 

Sr.c. 2, A,uL be il furtltcr c11nclcd 1~1J Ilic aullwri~IJ 11/ol'csni<l, 
Thal any person 01· persons within the limits of t!:i~ State, vio­
lating the provisions of this act, c>xcepl as l:erealler exceptc>cl, 
shall, for each nncl C\'ery such offence, be deemed guilty of u 
high misdemeanor, and upon trinl n111) cvnviction thereof~ shall 
Le finer!, in a sum not cxccecli11g fi ve l11111cl1·cd dollai·s for the 
first oflbncc, nor Jess thnn one hnndrcc: dollars at the direction 
ol' the Coul't; an<l .npon n second conviction, nllll cycry after . 
conviction of n like oflence, in n sum 110~ to c'iceed one thou­
s:md JQllars, 1101· less than five hul1llrcd tlolla1·s, at the <liscrc­
tion of the Court. 

SEc. 3 . ./Jll(l be ii furl/1cr cnfll:lctl ly tl,c aullwrily ,~fnr,-.~rtid, 
That it slrnll be the duty of nll ci\'il ulliccr~, lu lw vigileut in 
cnrryin~ the pro,·isions of this act into foll cflcct, us well also as 
Grnncl ,Tu1·01·s, to nrnke presentments of eacl1 aiul every offence 
un,lcr this act, which shall come uncler their k111111 ludge. 

Srw. 4. Antl be ii f11r!l1cr cm1l'fc•1l by lite autlwril!J afi11'£'saitl, 
Tha t :ill lines :uul forfoiturcs arising unJcr thi, net, hlrnll be 
paid into the c:01111ty Treasury, to Le nppropl'inte1l to county 
purpose~: l'rm:itlctl, 1,crcrtlid1w~•, that the pro\'isiom 111' this 
act shnll not cxteud to Sheriffs, Deputy Shc1·i!is, i\Iarshnls, 
Constables, O versecl's 01· Patrols, iu actun) clisd111rgc of their 
respective dutir.;, lmt not othel'wise i Pl'(JL'idt:t/, also, thnt no 
person 01· persons, slrnll Le fou111l guilty of violatiu~ thr. before 
r~cite<l net, who shall openly wear, externally, Bowie Knives, 
Dirks, Tooth Picks, Spenrs, nnd which shall be exposed 
plainly to yiew: Aud provided, ncccrllwless, that the provis­
ious of this act shall not extend to prevent ycude1·s, or any oth-
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,DEEDS, 91 

er persons who now own nnd have for sale, nny of the aforesaid 
wenpons, before the first dn,y of March next, 

SEc, 5. Antl beitfttrtitcr cnaclc,l by lite autlwrily aforesaid, 
Thnt nll laws nn<l pnrts of lnws militating against this net, be, 
and the snmc arc, hereby repealed. 

JOSEPH DAY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

ROBERT' M. ECHOLS, 
Pt·esidcnt of the Senate. 

Assented to, 25th December, 1837. 
GEORGE R. GILl\lER, Governor. 

DEEDS. 

AN AC'l' to nclmit certain Deeds to be recorded nnd rend in 
evidence ; ancl also, to prescribe the effect of cerl\\ill other 
Deeds. 

SEOTfoN 1. .1Je it e11at:lc1l 1~1J t!tc Senate ancl ITouse of Rc­
pre.~e11fttlfrcst!(i/w State of Georgia, fo General Assc111blymct, 
mul it is !um•/,11 c,111cla,l by tlw cwtlwrillJ of tltc' same, Thnt 
from nntl after 'the pnssi11g of this act, all'Deods for lands which 
may have hcc11 recorded upon the usual proof of execution, but 
not rccor<letl within the time prescrihcd by tl1c lnws of this 
Stale, shaU lie admitted in cvi1lcnce, without fiu·ther proof; 
an<l when the originals arc lost or cleslroycd, and that being 
made jnclit:ially known lo· the Conrt, copies of the snme may be 
int1·od11ccd and reatl iu evidence, on any trial before nny Courl 
of lnw 01· equity, in this State, 

SBC, 2, All!l be it J11rtltcr cnactetl by llw autlwri~IJ aforcsai,l, 
That all Dcecls cxccutc<I, accorcling to the laws of this State, 
but not yet recorded, may ncYerthclei:s be recorded within 
twelve months from the passage of this net, npon the usual 
proof of their execution ; ancl when so rccol'l!ctl, the samt? 
01· copies thercol; when the originals arc shown to be lost or de­
stroyed, may he real! in crirlcnce withont f111·the1· proof. 

SEC, 3 . .AJ/ll be it.f11rtl1cr cnactc,l by t!tc aullwl'if!J nforcsaicl, 
That all Dcc<ls conveying lamls hereafter executed upon being 
nttc;;tecl 0 1· proved in the manner required by the laws of this 
State, shall be nclmittccl to record, al ;111y time, and nftcr being 
rccor1lcrl, shall lie received in evidence in any Court of Law 
or Eqnitj•, without further proof of the execution thereof. 

SEc. 4. Aml be if. furl11e1· cnactetl by tltc aullwrif.1/ aj'orcsaill, 
That in nJI cases where two 01· more Deeds shall hereafter be 
executed by the same per~on or petsons, convcyjng the snma 
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290 LAWS OF DO.SSISSIPPI. 

ra,r_ 10w11 any corporate city or town, or any othei~ 
,,,c,ty. bl' I . 1· town or pu 1c p ace, m t us state, and shall 

in such fight use any rifle, shot gun, sword, 
sword cane, pistol, dirk, bowie knife, dirk 
knife, or any other deadly weapon; or if any 
pe1·son shall be second or aid in such fight, 
the persons so offending shall . be fined not 
less than three hundred dollars, and shall be 
imprisoned not less than three months; and 
if any person shaH be killed in such fight, 
the person so killing the other may also be 
prosecuted and convicted as in other cases 
of murder. 

Cr.nnin § 6. Be it further enacted, That if any per­
person1s1 

1 
son shall offend against any of the provis-

c1.1mpe ec ' f 1· · I l Jl b Jo give 10ns o t us act, sue 1 person s 1a ea com-
e,·idencf, petent witness against any other person of-

fending in the same transaction, and may be 
compelled to appear and give evidence be­
fore any justice of the peace, grand jury or 
court, in the same manner as other witness­
es, but the testimony so given shall not be 
used in any prosecution or proceeding civil 
?r crirninal, agu,inst the person so testify­
~ng. 

Duty of § '7. Be it further enacted, That it shall 
graoct _ju- be the duty of all grand J·urors 1·ustices of 
rors JIIS• · - . ' , 
lice/, &c. the peace, constables, members of boards of 

county police, she1·iffs, and other peace offi­
cers, without delay, to give information 
against, and prosecute every person who 
shaH be guilty of a violation of any of the 
provisions of this act, and aJl costs and ex. • 
penses they may incur on account of the 
same, shall be paid on conviction, by the 
defendant, and if he shall be unable to pay 
the same, or be acquitted, then such cost 
and expenses shall be paid out of the state 
treasury. 

~11r1irnr · § 8. Be ·it fitrtlier enacted, That if any 
t•~I a dm1l t• 
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dueJ shal1 be fought contrary to the provis- µny dr,ht1 
. • • of the per• 
ions of this act, or if any person shall be son h, 

gui1ty of fighting in any incorporate town kilts. 

or city, or any other town or public place 
in this state, and the parties or either of 
them shall use any rifle, shot gun, sword 
cane, pistol, dirk, dirk knife, bowie knife, or 
any other <lcadly weapon, contrary to the 
provisions of this act, and either of the par-
ties combatant shall be killed, or shall die 
within ninety days of any wound received 
in any such duel or fight, the party surviving 
shall be, and he is hereby he]d churgeab]e 
with the payment of the debts of his ant!J.g-
onist so killed by him, an<l the estate of the 
party so killed shall be exhonerated from 
the payment of such debts, until the surviv-
ing party shall be first duly prosecuted to 
insolvency, and the person or persons to 
whom the combatant so killed in such duel, 
or fight, shall be indebted, may prosecute to 
judgment and execution any· n.ction of debt 
or assumpsit against such surviving party, 
which such person could have maintained 
against such part)~ so killed, an<l in his de­
claration it shall be sufficient to set forth in 
substance the description of the judgment, 
bill, bond, note, assumpsit, or account, by 
which the deceased in his life time ,vas in-
debted to the plaintiff, and to aver that the 
defendant and the deceased had fought a 
duel contrary to the provisions of this act, or 
had fought in an incotporated city or town, · 
or other to1.,vn or public place in this state; 
and had in such fight used a rifle, shot gun, 
sword, sword cane, pistol, dirk, dirk kni-f e, 
bowie knife, or other deadly weapon, con-
trary to the meaning and intent of this act, 
and that in such due) o·r fight, the defendant 
had unlawfully killed the deceased, or had 
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given the deceased, in such duel 'or tight,- a:· 
mortal wound, of which, within ninety days 
the deceased had died, and that in consider­
ation of which the def end ant had become 
bound to pay to the plaintiff the amount of 
money mentioned in such judgment, bill, 
bond, note, assumpsit, or account, and upon 
proving the same, the said plaintiff shall have 
verdict, judgment, and execution against the 
defendant, which shall_ appear to have been 
justly due, and owing from the deceased to 
the plaintiff, at the time of the commence­
ment of such suit, any law usage or custom 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Penalty § 9 B . j ' 7 d 'I'h ·r for uu!aw- • e it urfoer enacle , at l any per-
fu.iy us,ng son having, or carrying any dirk, dirk knife, 
de .dly b · 1 · r ·d ·d • h • w'"apons • . owie mite, swm , swo1 cane, 01 ot e1 

deadly weapon, shall, in the presence of 
three or more persons, exhibit the same in 
a rude, angry and threatening manner, not 
in necessary self defence, o'r shall in any 
rnannc1· unlawfully use the same in any fight 
or quarrel, the person or persons so offend­
ing, upon conviction thereof in the circuit 
or criminal court of the proper county, shall 
be fined in a sum not exceeding five hun­
dred dollars, and be imprisoned not exceed­
ing three months • 

. D1
~
1Y of § 1 O. Be it jitrther enacted, That it shall 

circuit b h d f l . d f 1 . . 
jndges, e t e uty O t le JU ges O t le Cll'CUit 

courts to give this act in charge to the grand 
jury at each term of their respective courts, 
· and that this act shall be in force and take 

To tnke effect from and after the fourth day of July, 
effect. one thousand eight hundred and thirty-

seven. 
Approved, May 13, 1837 •. 
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I.A WS 01' lUISSISSIPPl,r \ 

AN ACT to incorporate the 1ow,1 of Sharon, in the 

county of ilfaclisou, and for olhcr purposes. 

§ ·1. Be it enacted b11 tlte !eg·islalurc "f the ~'l'own. 01 

,I-' 111· . . . 1'1 l t· Sl . 1,;
11011 

m-state OJ J, 1,c;s2ss1ppz, lat t lC t01\ n O lU- coqwrntcd 

ron, in the county of :Madison be, a11<l the 
same is hereby incorporated, and tlmt the 
corporate limits of said town shalJ ll to 1 he 
four cardinal points, and form o ~ rnile and 
a half square, to be laid off in such nwdner, 
so that the centre of the tovvn of Sharon, as 
at present laid off and surveyed, shall be the 
centre of the said corporate limits. 

§ 2. Be it further enacted, That every free Votes. 

white male person having attained the age 
of twenty-one yen.rs, and shall li:we resided 
within the corporate limits of said town, 
four months, nnd twelve JJ1011tlis within this 
state next preceding an election, for town offi­
cers, shall !Jc a qualified elector and eligible 
to any town office. 

§ :3. Be it furtlwr enacted, That the quali- ~~•;!~ c:ec-' 

ficd electors of said town, are hereby au­
thorized to hold rin election in the town of 
Sharon, on the first vV cdnesday in July 
next, between the hours of ten o'clock, A. 
M., and 1our o'clock P. i\1., for the porposc 
of electing five persons, as counsellors, a 
justice, treasurer, recorder, rind constable, 
·who shall serve until the first regular annu-
al election, or until their successor shall be 
elected, and that the n.nmutl election shall be 
held in said town, in some suitable house on 
or near the public square, ou the first \,Ved­
nesday in .January, in each and every year, 
between the hours of ten o'clock in the 
morning, and four o'clock in the evening, 
and that the justice of the peace elected in 
pursuance of this act, after being commis-
sioned by the governor, shall by virtue of his-
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-office, be president of the council; and be 
entitled to all the emoluments and immuni­
ties of other magistrates of said county, and 
in case of his absence any member of the 
council may he caHed to the chair and exe­
cute the duties of the president pro fcmporc. 

G1,nHal § 4, Be it further enacted, That the pre-
powe••· sident and counsellors shall be a body cor• 

· porate and politic of the town of Sharon, by 
the name and style of the rresident and 
council of the town of Sharon, and as such 
they and their successors in office shall be 
capable of suing and being sued, of pleading 
and being impleaded, of defending and be­
ing defended, in all manner of suits and ac­
tions either in law or equity, and also re­
ceive donations, give, grant, se\1, convey 
and contract, and do any n.nd all other such 
acts which are incident to bodies corporate 
and politic. . 

By-laws. § 5. Be it further enacted, That the pre .. 
sident and council shnll have power to pass 
all necessary by-laws for the good order and 
government of said tov,:n, not inconsistent 
with the constitution and la.ws of this state, 
or the United States, whereby education and 
morality may be promoted, and the retailing 
and vending of ardent spirits, gambling and 
every species of vice and immorality may be 
suppressed, together ·with the total inhibi-_ 
tion of the odious and savage practice of 
wearjng -dirks, bowie knives, or pistols, and 
in their corporate capacity they may inflict 
a penalty on any person for a violation of 
.any such by-laws, not exceeding fifty dollars 
for any offence, recoverable with cost before 
any justice of the peace. for said county, in 
the name of the president and council, for 
the use and benefit of said town. 

Officers. § 6. Be it further e1iacted, That the COT• 
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m perform the duties enjoi1:ed on thom l>y- tl1~ sccon<l sec-
. lion of an :ict, pnsscd ut Nasln·ille, the 1 !>th of Feb;•u­
ary1 183G, chnpter XLVJll, that it slrnll be the du!y of 
the several county s11rvcyors 10 do nncl perform s:;iid serl'ices 
within their respective counties, ancl that said co11111y sur­
veyors slrnll be allowed 1he same fC>cs, and be subject to the 
snrnc· pcnnltics that saicl principal Slll'\'Cyors ,\·urc emi1lcd 10, 
a1Hl li:ihle for, i11 proccssio.1i11g 5ni<l lands, and 1h:i1 said 
r.ounty surveyor;; shall return n plat 11nd ce1·tificatc cJ each 
tract so processioned by them to the entry taker of the 
county, who sl111II forthwith record the same in his survey 
book, for which sen•icc.;; the said en!I'}' laker shall be ullowc1I 
lhi! same fees as for other sen•iccs t,f the same kind, ancl 
that s:iid sercral tracts of land shall he haLlc to nuachment 
and final judgment for all e:xpcnscs in processioning and 
rer,orcling the samo. 

JOH:-: COCKE, 
Speaker oj the llrrnsr. of Reprcsentaliv1Js. 

'i'GIUlY H. CABAL, 

Passed Jnnunry lSth, 16J8. 
Spcahcr ff the Smale. 

CHAPTZR. CXXXVII. 

:\n Act to sup11rc~~ the ~.1le ;mil u~o of Howie Kni\"l,o nl\ll Arb11sns Touth 
Picks in thi, f:tn:lu. 

Sr::r;no;-; I. Be it enuclcrl by the General Jls1-:r.mblJJ nf 

I
' • 1 , the Stnle oif Tc1t11cssec, Thnt if any mcrchnni, pr.cllnr1 ·1cw-"'11vu nc,t r, ~c . , 

,.o,~ .,, given cller, confccuoncr, g;1·ocery keeper, or other person or pcr-
.. wny sons whatsoever, s:rnll sell or oiler lo sell, ot· shall hring 

into lhis Stale, for the purpose of selling, gi\'ing 01· dispos­
ing of in nny other mnnncr whntsocvc1\ nny Bo\\'ie knife or 
knives, 01· Arlmnsns tooth picks, or n11y knife 01· weapon 
that shall in fon11, sh.,pe m size 1'Cscmble n Bowie knifo or 
any At·kansuw tooth pick, such merchant, pccllnt', jcl\'clle1·, 
confectionel', grocery keeper, 01· othel'·pcrson 01· pel'sons 
for every such Bowie lrnifo or knives, or wcnpon that shnll 
in form, shap1~ or size rcsc1nl1lc a Bowie knife or Ark~n~ns 
tooth pick so sold, given or othcnvisc clisposcd of, or offor­
cd to be sold, giv1~n or otherwise disposed of, shnll be guilty 
of n misdemeanor, ancl upon comic1ion thereof upon indict­
ment 01· p1·csc11tmc11t, shall he fined in n sum nol less than 
one hunrlred dollnrs, nor more thon five hundred dollars, an<l 
shall bo imprisoned in the county jail for a period not less 
thnn one mouth nor more thnn six months. 

Sec. 2. That if any person shall \",car any Bowie knife, 
11.'ol.ln be ii·om A k h · I I I ·r: h h II · r anso~ toot pie c, or 01 rnt. ,oue or weapon t nt s a m , 
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form, sh:ipc or size resemble a Dowie knife or :\rkans:is 
tooth pick undc1· his clothes, or keep the same concealed 
about his person, such 1:crson shnll uc guihr of a mistlcme,1• 
nor, nncl upon con\'ietiou thereof shall I,~ li11cd in a sum 
Jiol less thnn two humlrcd dolla1·57 nor lllOl'C tl1.in fil'c hun• 
drc<l <lollars, ::llCI drall he imprlsonctl in the eountr jail uot 
less tl11m thr-!c months and not more th:iu six J11(11J.ll1s. 

S1:c. !!. Th:it if ,m,· 11c1·;;011 !:hall 111alitio11:;.I)· draw 01· 1, , ,., 
I• , , 'I t•t1r.1IV('ht.lD,',\-

allcmpt to dru\\' any l>0w1c l,:ulc, a\ 1·ka11:=:a- tuo:li pick, 111; ~ ~11ifo 

01' any knilc UI' \\'Clipun Ulilt :1!1:ill in f,l!'lll, ~h:1pu or si:w l'C· 

semule a Bnwie- knife 01· 1\rkm1sas 1001h pick, from um.lcr 
his clot.hes or from a11y place of cot>~calincnt ahout his per-
;;on, for the 1wrposc of stirking, {'t1lii11g, awing, m :uthni· 
dating m1y orll\'t' person, such person sn tlrnwing; or nttcmpt• 
ing lo clrnw, ~hall he gnil1y of n folony, am! upon con\'ic• 
lion 1hc1·cof shall ho confined iu llu: jail n11rl pe11itcn1iai·y 
liousc of tliis :;1a1ri for a twriorl of ti111c 11ol ks:; th:111 titre!! 
yc:ffs, nor 11111rc tltau fire 'ye;1rs. 

Sr,,r;. 4. '.i'lmt if a11,· 1ie1·sn11 r.::rn·i!I~~ a11y !rnifo or wca-
~ • • ~ .. .. • • f'P:t:tlt\· for t;.:ln; 

pon known :r; a (:!,~me k11,k, . .\d,:m;:1,; 1no1h pick, 01· a11y 1 ... ,rc · 
knife or weapon rliat ~hnll it1 form, :-hap nr si~c 1 (''iCHJl1lc u 
Bowie k;1il'Ll, o:i a rndlh~n rc11cotn1l1:r, ::-hall cul or s1al1 ano-
thc1· pcrso11 wi;h s11t:!1 lwili•: Ill' 1rnapon, \\'lietlwl' dc:itlt en• 
sues or 11: l, sud, lh!l':Hlll so )'tali!1ir:~ <1, < 111tin~ shn!I lm 
guilty of a !::lnuy, alJ!I upon 1:01t1•i1·:ion thrreor ~hall l1c ~on-
liuu<I in tho j.1il anti pun11c111ini'r ho::-r! or this 81a1c, for LI 

pc1·iotl of time uot h:~~ 1han lhrcc ,rcurs, nor 11101·c 1hun fit~ 
tcc11 years. 

S•:c. fi. That tl1i;; :u:t sh;1ll he iu ft'rr.c from ml<! after nt1111is,e1:tlnn, 

tlw first day of' :.:nn:11 next. ,\1111 it :;hall Ii~ the d111y of tho 
several jml~es nf t!i.: circuit. cuurl:i iu thi:; :-5lnW w girc tlie 
same in' char3c lo the y:r,1111! j11ry cniry lt:1·,u of lhe respcc-
1h•c cou1·ts, a:HI any dvil c1!lk•:r who shall 111Tc;;t a11CI prose• 
cute to cm11·ictio11 anti p1111i;;l111h!11t auy pcr~nn g;uihy of nny 
of the o!lcnc:is cn111111ira1ecl i11 1hi~ a1:t1 s!i11II hi! e111i1lctl ro 
tlic scrm of lifty dollai's, tel l1<J 1:1:-w1I i11 the l,ili of e;o.~ls, and 
the .itto1·ucy ;;u1~rnl shall be c111illcrl to a Hix fol' of l\n:111y 
clollnrs in each c:1sc, when n dc1"1?11dam shall he COll\'ic:1c<l, 
11t11l no pro~ccmor ro1111ircd 011 :my prc$cnlmc11t or indict-
ment for nny of the oJfoncc" c11111nt1rntctl in I his act' . 

.JOH.'i COCK(•;, 
Speal~cr of the llo11sc nf Rcwr.se11lalives. 

TERRY H. CAHAL, 
Spcrdic,· of tl1e Scn<1tc. 

Passed Jnou:iry 27th, J 838. 
26 
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the s(nlutc o{ which this is nn :.uncndment, she shall make her 
,v1,1.w 9 ,~r, clcctioll cilh_cr of <lower 01· of a d1iltls part, within twch·c montl1s 
01•k• ' '"' • ••· after tlic J>rohall! of thc will oi· ,.,.ranting letters of auministration, tir,n of dower. o 

or she shall he confinctl lu hc1· dowiw. 
Sec. 2. '.rhnl ifa wi~ow take dower, she ,hull b~ cntitlcc.1:only 

to a lil'c estatc in the real property, to t·cturn at her dea1l1, lO U1c 
f'r.o ~lrnplc tlll• estate of her dcccnscll hushaud for distrihution; if she takes a 
111 wi,inw. childs part, sho shall have in the propc1·ty set npnrt lo her, a 

fee si111ple cstntc in the rcul property, and nu absolute title to 
the personal prnpel'ly i11cludi11g· slaves, with power to control or 
dispose oftlu~ same by will, deed 01• otherwise. 

Pnssed l~ebrunry Gth 18:38.-Approvctl 8th l!'cl1. 1838. 

l'lo. !).I. t\N AC;r irl n,lJition lo .1).11 Aot, (opprrwc,1 Jnnunry :!Olh, 1835,) e11-
lhl~1l An Act lo 1uovcn1 ony pei·aoo i11 tl,jij '.l'crritory from carrying urn1, 
1ccrn1ly. 

Section l. De it cnnctecl by the Governor nnd Lcgislntive 
Council of the '.rcrritory of ·FJoridn, 'l'hnt from nll<l nller the 

·Vunll,ra 10101 p,1ssagc of tit is net, it shall not he lawl'i1l fo1· nny person 01· per­
llcon,u. sons in this Territory lo vc11cl dirks, pocket pistols, sword canes, 

or bowie knives, until he or they shall have first p:1id to the trea­
sui·cr of thn county in whic:h hu or they iuteud to vend wea­
pons, a tax of two liu11d1·cd dollm·s per :mnum, nnd all persons 
canying snid weapons openly shall pny to the officer aforesaid 
a tax of ten dollars per nnnnm; and it shall be tl1c duty of said 
oOicer lo give the parties so paying a wrillcn cerlificale, sla-

moni,>'•1 h~w np- tin,r tltat they lia,·c co11111licd wjth the provisions ol' tllis act. Fout· 
. p,opr,a ••· o . , 

fifths ofull monrcs so collected to be npphcd by tho county 

l'c11111)•, 

com·ts to co1111ly purposes, the othct· fifth Lo be pnid to tho pros­
ecuting attorney. 

Sec. 2. De it fnrthc1· e1rncterl, That if any person shall be 
known to violate this ocl, he OJ' they so olfending, shall be sub­
ject to nn indictmcuc, nncl on conviction, to a fine of not less thnu 
two hun1l1'ctl nor exceeding five lmndrcll dollars, at the discre­
tion of the cOUl't, 

Sec. 3. De il fiu·ther cnacteil, Thnt it shall he the duty ot'the 
Ju,,~~••o ohorgo scvcr:il Judges of the Superior COlll'lS of this •rcrritory1 to give 
·c••••lJuril!V. this act in charge to the g1·a11cl jlll'iors or thch· rcspeetive dis• 

tt·icts at ench term of the comt. 
Passed 5th Fclmary, 1838.-Approved 10th.Feb. 1838. 
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'76 Free NcgroC$,-Burning in Hanil,-Concealed Weapons, 

CnAP. 00.-An AOT to prevent free p~rson1 of colour who leave the slate 
from returning lo it In cort11ln c111e8. 

( l'uml A(lrll 7, IB:kl.) 

J'roe norrn•• l . Be it tnactccl by tl1c gc11cr(ll assembly, Thal if any free pct• 
lea•lng 111to lo ho f I h I • f ti I I 11 1. • .1 •d•• .. •d not r••· son o co our, w ct 1cr in ant or n u t, s 111 go or ue sent or cnrncu 
ml11od10101urn. bcyon<l the limits of thi!I commonwcnlth for tho purposo of being 

educated, lie or eho shnll bo deemed to have cmigrnte<l from the 
eu1to, nud it ehnll nol be lawful for him or her to return to the same; 

Jn(on1• •• ,01urn• nnd if nny such person shnll return within the limits of tho slntc con• 
~fth~

0
" <l••11 trnry to the provisions of this net, he or sho being nn i11fnnt, shnll 

be hound out na nn npprenticu until the nge of twenty-one yenrs, 
by the overseers of the poor of the co1111ty or corporntion wllflre ho 
or she mny be, nud ot the expiration l)f thnt period, shnll ho sent 
out of the state ogreenbly to the provisions of 1he laws now in forco, 
or which mny herenftcr bo cnnctod to prohibiL the migrn.tion or frco 

AJuh, Ito" pun- persons of colour lo this slate ; nnd if such person !Jc on ndult, he 
J,bod. or she shnJI bo sent in like 1nn11ncr out of the commouwenhh; nnd 

if nuy pcr~on l111ving been so sent off, shnll thcrcnftor return within 
tho sune, he or she so olfoncling shall be dcult with ontl punishctl 
in the snmc mnnncr ns is or mny bu prescribed by law in relntioo 
to other persons of colour ·returning lo tho state after having been 
sent therefrom. 

Oommoncoruent. 2. 'l'his ncl sh nil be in force from nnd nfior the first <lny of August 

ll•rnln1 In h•nd 
aboli,bea, 

Commencemont, 

next. 

On Ar, 100.-An ACT nbolisliing tho puni~hment of burning in the hnnd in nil 
cnsen. 

(l'ilt1c1I Fobtuory 81 18:18.) 

1. B e it r.nactctl b!J lite gmr.rul mmubly, 'l'hnt so much of nn)' 
lnw of this commonwenlth ns nuthorizell or inllicts the puuisluncnl 
of burning in the hnud in nny cnse wh11tever I shnll be, nnd the 
some is hernhy repealed. Antl every person who mny be hcrenf1er 
convicted of nny offence within tlic benefit of clergy, sbnll bo 
puni~hcd in the mot.lo now prcscribcil by Jaw, except ouly the burn• 
ing in the linnd, 

2. This acl shnll be in force from the passing lhereof. 

C11.1.r. 101.-An ACT to prevllnl tho corrying or concealed weapons, 
[Puml i'ulnu>ry !!, 1833. J 

F•nolly for carry. 1. Be it enactecl by tlw g1;11ernl assembly, That if nny person 
In,: •u•••dod shall hercnrter l1nhitunlly or gencrnll}' keep or carry about his per• ;WU6(IODI. 

son nny pistol, ilirk, t,owio knife, or any other weapon of the like 
kind, from the use of which llie tlenth of ouy person might probn• 
bly ensue, and tho snmo be hidden or concealed from co111mon ob­
scrvntiou, nnd ho be thereof colll'icted, he shall for every such of­
fence forfeit nn<l pny tho sum of not less tlmn fifty dollars nor more 
than five hunt.Ired dullnrs, or be imprisoned in 1he common jnil for 
11 term not less thnn one moull: nor more than six months, and in 
.each instnoce nt tho discretion of the jury; nn<l a moiety of the pe• 
nnhy recovered in any prosecution under thi:; net, shnll be given to 
.ony person who mny voluntarily institute the e:ime. 

cou,1110 atcer- 2. A11rl be it furll1er c11nctal, 'J'hnl if nny person shnll hcrcnflcr 
1•1" tr mu,doro or be exnmincd in 11ny counly .,,. corporation collrl upon n chnrgc of r.tonl•• bo porpo• · , , 
ttn1od h1 conco•I- mur<lcr or felony, perpetrated by shouting, stnbbing, mnimiog, cut-
ad wupona. .ting or wounding, nnd it shall nppuar that the offence charged was 
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Concealed Weapo11s.-Ba111cs. 77 

in foct committed by nny such wenpon ns is 11bovc mentioned, nnd 
thnt the snme wns hidden or concenled from or hep! out of tho viuw 
of tho person ngninst whom it wus used, until within tho spnce of 
one half hour next preceding the commission of tho ncl , or tho in-
fl iction of tl10 wouud, which shnll ho charged to hnvo <:nuscd tho 
<lenth, or constituted the foluny, it shall bo tho duty of the exnmin• 
ing CllllrL to s1n1O thnt the fact did AO -nppcnr from tho evid1111co; 
nnd if tho court shrill dischnrge or acquit tho nccuserl, such dis- A<~11htJ1I "~ l,nr 
chnrge or nc1111illnl ehnll Im no bnr to nn indictment for the snmo !~i~;'i:)~;::,!n 
oO'enco ii\ thu impcrior court linviug jurisdiction thr.rcof, prm•irlcd 
the snmo he founll within one year thernnfter. And whether tho Offon<o 1,0,. 
nccusr.d shall he by such court sent on for further trinl or di~- ~\~~f.•d 1" 1ndlc1• 
charged, it el111ll he lnwfol to chrHge in the indictment t lmt the of-
fence wns committed in nny of the modes herein lmfore desctihcd; 
ond upon the tri:il it shnll be the <luly or the jury (if tlwy fi111l the v,,,u,,orJ,,~ 
nccused not gu iii y nf the murder ur felony) to find n l,,o whet her the " 1' 't 10 cont• n. 
ocl charged wns in fact committed 1,y the nccui;crl, though not li:lo-
niously, 111111 whether tho same wns co1111n i11ctl or tlnuc with or l,y 
means of nuy pistol, rllrlc, howie knife, or other dn11gr.ru11s wea-
pon, which wus co11ccnlerl from or lccpt out of the \·icw r)f the per• 
son on or ngnin:iL whom it was used, fur the space before 111e11tio11r.1l, 
next preceding such 113(!. thereof; nn«I if the jury find tl111t tho net t'on.lly. 
wns so cornmiucd, they shall assess n line ngninst tho accu~ed, n111l 
it shnll be lawful for the court to prouounco jutlgment us in cases of 
misdcmcnnor. 

3 . This act shall be in force from nnd nftcr the first day of June cu,nma11c,meo1. 
next. 

C11Ar, 102.-An ACT lo extend tho net for tho temporary reH~f of tho b~uks 
of thi~ common won 1th. 
( l'nuo,1 Foliruary ~u, IH:1 : .) 

l. R e it (llactr.<l by lfir. f!rncrnl ll$WIIMy, That tho first, second'•""'' ro,,tnmpn. 
I . ..... . rn ry u,lto ofbnuk■ 

nn, 5evcnth r;cc11O11!I of lhc net r,assed on the twenly•fo•irth d1ty of •• .,,,,,1.,1. 
June ei,,htcen hundrrd nml thirty-seven entitled "an net for the l:!<1opo.,t. rl,. l ll'l. 

, o . 1 ' Ar.h u•lrn 10uiun 
tempornry relief of the hanks of this cornmonwc.alth, nnil for other 1s:r1, I'!'· :1, .,, 
purposes," shall be, nnd tho samo ore hereliy continued in force till ~ 1' !!, 1' 

tho twentieth day of l\lnrah llllXI, 

2. B e it f11rtl,cr c1wctcd, Thnl so much of the provisions of the r n,1 ~r net in: 

t l"tl d ,c t . . I I, k" ·1 I f ti oru, .. rog h•nkrng nc , en I e , nu ac rncroasmg t ,c nn mg cap, u o 10 com• cnpita! ,u;vcn,lod, 
monwenlth," passr.d l\farch the twcnly-fifth, eightocn hundrr.d nnrl ~•t• 18-)().7, r11. 

thirty•sc\·cn, R!I relates lo the B,11111 of Virgini11 1 tho Farmer~ hnnl1 <iB•
7
·
1
• 

of Virginia, nnd the Bank of !hr. Vulloy of Virginia, shnll be ant! 
tho snrue is hcrehy suspended until the first 1lny of April next. 

3 . 'l'his act shnll commcnco nnd be in force from tbe p.i~:mgo Coin111o·c•m•n1. 
thereof. 

C,ur. 103.-An ACT fnrllh1r lo ex\ ~ .. ii lhu ncl for the lempomry relief of tho 
banks of lhie cotrtmonwc:iltlt. 

[1'1111011 Morch Hl, !Sa~.] 

l . B e it cnactcrl by l/,c general asscmMy, Thnt tho first, second Low, '!" tompo­

nnd s01•~nth sections of the net pnesed on the twenly-fou11h dny or,.;:;r.,•:~~~::n~~':J'.• 
June, eighteen hu11dred nud thirty-seven, cmitlc1l, "nn net fur thll 
tempornry relief of the bntrk~ of thi:i commonwc11l1h," Ile nud tho 
snmc is hereby continued in force till the r.xpiration of the present 
session of the lcgislnture, nny law to the contrary notwlthstancling, 

2. This acl shall be in force from its pnssago. commoncomtnl, 
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67 

·11J?al.,,1ppoint .111ch officer• a• they ma)' think prop~r ODd t·emove tllo 
aamo r9r_improper conduct or neglect of duty. , : , 1,, 
, ,, Sec. 2 •• A1ul be ii Jm·ll1u- e,wcled, 'l'he 111id 'rr.ustcl!& or body 
oorporate·shnll be priviledgeJ to purchnse, occept of and .. be iove■teJ Tro,tt1e■ 1111, 
With all manner or properl)', either real, .pcrsunal, or 11,ixcd, lo them bulcl i,roper11 
and ~h11ir succes!lors in office, lo have Rnd to hold the r.ame for the 
proper ·uiic and benefit of said Acaclcmy; Prr,vi,led,_ lhe whole val~o 
or. Haid property .■hall never exceed twenty thouHand doll111·11, . , . 

Sec. 3 • • !/,id be r'l /m•/l1er. enucled, , Tha~ when any vocnncy Vneanft\t~ 
m1y Gccu1· by death, resignation, or otherwise, of any of tho Trus- bow fillijd, 
tees of 11aicl Academy, the 1mrvivors or residue of said 'l'ruatocs, 
shall lill tho s:1111e in such m:inner ns i;hnll be ·pointetl out by the by• 
Jaw11 and regulations of a;:11d cor11orntioo; 11nd .thnl n mnjori,y of snid 
hoar:J· of Trustcell sh11ll be competent lo lrnrt~ar.l ull hu~i•~ess pertain, 
ing lo sahl eorporntion, and their nets shall be ns binding anJ vnlid 
ns if the wholu hon1•1l were pt·cscnl. 

Sec. 1 . • /Jmi br. it f1trlli.r.1· cnnctctl, 'rhat nll properly owned l'rnpNIJ not 
hy said 'l'ru~tee~ in their afurcs:1id corporate cnpacily, &hllll b'e and il tazabt,. 
is ho1·eby dcclltl'cd free from all tnxatiun.-

Apt>l'oveJ 'Feb. lit1 1830. 
---a, ... -

{No. 70.1 AN AC'f ' 
'1'11 dochmi Chucllul11cco Creek 1111uhllc hi11h1vny frml\ Onie' to lh.11ley, M11!1 111 th• 

t luttnty of T11llnilc1111, , , , 
Section l. Re ii c11nc/cd liy Ilic Sc11"le mid llmtsr. nf Rep,•rsen­

lalit1r.s of Ilic StaltJ 'ff ,1/abamll iii Urncrttl Assembly ('(Jlll;'IJuctl, 
'J'hnt the Chockolocco Creek from Din·ii;' to Bagll~~·s J\lill:1 in th~ 
County of Talla1lc1tri is 11crd1y cleclnred n· \lltltlic hiKhwny. . 

S1~c. !!. A""lhc it furl/u.;r ,:,wrie,I, Th~l if uny pcr111in or pcrscm~, 
11hall oh~truct the nuvi~atio11 of l'oitl crcclc, hy bu iii.l ing millilnins, fol• 
ling trccM, or iu nny 01 het· wny, r.uch per.son or 11cr11tms, _ i;lrnll fo.1;fdt 
nn1I pay the 11nm of fi,·c lrnn<lrc•l dollar:-; one ha f to the Stai.,, .11,id 
tho other half to 11ny person who mn }' sue for I he same, · reco,·crahlo 
before :rny courl of l;iw haring jnrii:diction of the same nnd 11hull nl; 
so forfeit ant.I p:1y all chrnrnp;cll which nny pcrnm or pcmions, may 1m:I• 

1:ii11 by rea~on of surh ohi1tructilln:t, recovernhlc in lilrn manner, nntl 
oil rmch ohslr11c1ions nrny h<• remo\lcu by order of the (.;uunty or 
Cil'cuit Court◄ of Tulladego cuuuty ns 11 public ,,ubancu. 

~n.> 
Appro,·cJ Feb. 11 1~30, 

[.No. 77.J AN ;(c·1• 
1'o flllllm•u lho e vil prnclwc ur c1ttr)'lng -irl:npm;• , er.rrll,•, 

Section I. /Iii ii r.11acl1.·cl b,IJ (/u; ,'}'1•11(1/i: 1111eL IJ011se ,if Rrp,·rst11• 
lath-ea ,if llw Slr1fr ,f ,:Jlalmma fa (,'cncral A.~scm/dy cun 1•em•d, 
Thul if uny pcr~on 11hall cnrry cnncculed nhoul hill person nny ~pr1•iui1 
of lire nnw,., 111· un~· 1,uwil: knilc1 Arknnsaw tooth-J'ir.lc, or 1111y oili­
er knife of lhc lil.c hintl, clirlc, or n11y other 1lcmlly wc11pon, the per• 
11011 110 offonding, ,;hnll on run,·ictian thcr('of, ~ :fore 1rny rout·t hn,•• 
ing competent jnti idiction, pay a fine not les11 thnn .fif1y uor 1:wtc 
lhon fh•c h11111lml,tlolh1rs1 lo be n~~c:1sud by the jury lt'j' lpp; 1he r.A11c1 
itnd lie impri~o11ed for n lc1·m not exceeding lhree mo11lh11, nl _1bo 
diYCrction ofrhc Ju<lge uf said c:uul't, 
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68 

· SM • .2. Anti l>e 1'1 fttrtiier ~nae/co·, That it ,hall be the tluty c.£ 
'~• \" the Ju,lgea of lbe 11everal Circuit Courlll of lhia State lo give thla 'AP.l 

•~•:,•~• ;: 1pecially in charge lo the Gran'1 Jurie11, at thu eammencement · or 
'-'I e11r.h term of eaid Court11, · · . :) , 

Sr.<i. 3. .IJ,1d be il /urll1er enacted, Thal lh~ Sccrctlll'y of St•1r 
eholl Cllll/le lhi11 act lo be p11hli11he<l fnr three months in the pnpll'l'S of 
Mobile, J\1o,;tgomcry, 1·u~cumhi11, Hunts,·ille, Vlctumpka anti Tu~­
r11loo1n1, which publi11her11 &hall Im paid out of any money in lho 
'J'1·e11,11ry not otherwise appropriated. Approved Feb. 1, l8S9. -·- . [No. 7SJ AN ACT · 

To inrorAlc lt1e town of 'lnor11nilln In tho cooaty of T,hneafoQe, 
Seel Ion 1. /le it e,iaclctl by f/u, Senate ,md /-Joust of Jiepl't11P.n­

l(l/iurs nf llu: Stair. tif .. IJlabllmll fo Ge1irrcil JJ.,.,emhly co1lvt1m(, 
lnovrporation Thnt the town or M.oot'csville, in \he county of Limestone, be a11tl 

the1111mc ia hereby incorporntcd, including 11\1 \ho territory within 
one f11ur1h of a mile in every- direction, froln the store houso of White 
nnd Oewoody in s:iid town. 

Sec 2. Am/ he il jt1rll1er e11actec(, •rhal oll free while male ·per­
'l'riutftPI tn son, of s11hl town living and residin~ wilhin the linuts of &aid incor-

11~ elrct""• poration above• he age of twe•1t;y-011c yeal's, nre hereby nuthori~ed 
to voto lur nn<I elect peraou:1 l'Csitling in said 1own, or corporulc lim­
its ns tru11loc11 of said corporntion, o m~jority of whom sholl consti­
tute II quorum to do b\Jsinciis who ore empowered to supcl'i11tcn1I the 
police of snit! town Ly passing such by-luws not contrnr} to tho lows 
of the Unitc,l States nnel of this State ns they moy think proper for 
the Government of snid town, and fur the 11~ppt'cs~ion and l'emov~l 
llf 1111i5a11ce11, within tho a hove ment!oned bound a, ies. 

Sec. :r. A,l,l be itfto·thei• emzcled, Thal soicl lruslecaor n m:ijor-
~11111 tn1:.e1. ity of them, ore hereby authorised to as:se~sauch tnxes on 1111 proper­

ty lying within the limits of' suid corporation as they moy think prop­
er, for a\l lho purpose, of a proper polico 111111 ut:cessary revenue 
thtrefor, 

Sec. 4, A1o1d lie Ufm·llier eriarlcd, That the said trustees shall 
Tr••tn, to meet on tho day next aucccedin~ the election nnd choose from 11mon~ 

t•ct f'mi• thP.ml!Clves a }>resident who 11hall prcsido nnd keep or1ler 11l nll meet-
• 111· ings of the trustees; nnd the President of ,aid trustee, ill hereby ves­

ted with all the po,.,.·era nnd privileges of n Juslicc of the peace wilh• 
in the corporole limits of suid \own, and 111.1hc 11amc lime nnd pince, 
lho said trustees shall elucl a lrensurer for tho corpornlion ond a con-

i'o ele;! Tr11• atahle, anti the soid constnble so elected 11hul\ be vested with nil the 
:~bl~. ~uu, l>0wc1•j11, privileges, 11ml duties of a constalilo within the corporate 

imits nl'oreaaid, and lo whom the 1axe11 nfo1•csai<l 11hall he given in on 
OAth, ond who shall collect and pay over the same to lhe u·casurer of 
aaill town within ten doy11 llfter the aamc i11 rollected. , 

Sec. 5. A11<l be it fur//1er etmcted, 1'hnt the election rir · 1rustee1 
sholl be helcl on the -&econd Momlay in Marrh 1839, nnJ forever 

•:1er111111• I r l I • 
11,11!'11 llehl. l ierea ter, on the sntnfl < ay in ench succecdmg yeor, rrom e even o • 

clock, A. 1\1. to four o'clock t>. M., under the direction of ll Justiee 
or tho Pence of eaid county; 1111d two house-holders or free-holden re• 
wiJiug ,vit1'in lbe limits aforesaid. 
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OF 'DffE . 

·sTATE OF .MISSISSffi>I ·:· 

'?ASSED AT 'AN ADJOURNED ·sESSION 
I . . . 

,0 F .·· ·tp ll-:E - LE GlS.'.L-'J'.\:,T URE; 
. ,. . \.. . 

-~rry OF JACKSON, 

\ . . 
FR01U1ANUARY 7, TO FEBRUARY 16, A! D. ls:19. 

I 

. JACKSON: 

B. D, : HOW.tRD, ~T.4.TE PRINTER, 

•t••····················· 
1839. 
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384 

Incorporo.­
tion. 

Limits. 

LAWS OF l\IISSISSIPPI. 

CHAP'l'ER. 168. 

AN AC'l' to. lncorporate the 'l'ow:n of Emery, in tho 
County of Holmes. 

SEc'fION l. Be it enacted, by tlw Legislature 
of the State of Mississippi, That the town of E­
mery, in the county of Holmes, be, and the 
same is hereby, incorporated,•and that the cor­
porate limits of the said town shall tun to the 
four cardinal points, and form one mile square, 
to be la.id off in such manner so that the. cen­
tre of the said town, as at present laid off and 
surveyed, shall be the centre of the said coriJo­
rate limits. 

Qnalificn- SEC. 2 • .llnd be it .further enacted, That eve-
tions of vo• 
1ors, &c. ry free white. male person, having attained the 

age of twenty-one years, and having resided in 
the state twelve months, and in the corporate 
limits of said tova1 four months next preceding 
an election for town officers, shall be a quali­
fied elector, and eligible to any town office. 

Election of SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
lOWll·O!li• l'fi d l f L 'd 1 1. i:crs,whcn. qua 1 e e ectors o sm tmvn are rnreuy au-

thorized to hold an election in the said town of 
Emery, on the first lV{onday in lVIarch next, be­
tween the hours of ten o'clock a, m. and four 
o'clock p. m., for the purpose of electing five 
persons as aldermen; also, a ma'.yor, treasurerr 

'l'ennr,fser- reco1·de1·, and constable; who shall serYe u.ntii 
viee. the ifrst regular annual election, or until their 
Annual clec- successors are duly elected and qualified ; and 
~~l~•;~'.{m that the annual election shall be held in said 

town on the first Wednesday of January jn 
each and every year, between the hours of tern 
o'clock in the morning and four o'clock in the; 
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LAWS OF rtIISSISSIPPI. 385 

tevening; and that the mayor elected in pm·stt- i\lnyor. to, be 

f• } • h } l 1. • • - l } com1mss1on-:a n CC O t us act S a ue conumss10ned )J t 10 (•rl by gol'Cr• 
, - f I l h Jl nor. ~overnor as il· ,1ust1ce o ttle peace-;· le s a D11t1r.~, &c. 

preside at each meeting of the board of mayor 
and aldermen of said town, and by virtue of his 
-0ffice shal_l have power t,o perform all su~h du-
ties, and receive like emoluments and immuni-
ties, as are performed and received by other 
magistrates in the said county; but in case of Jn alrnence 
· · b f' · f l · d l of mnvor, 11W a sence rom u.ny meeting O t 10 Sill boar( '':ho to pre-

of aldermen, any member thereof may be call- ~utc. 

eel to the chair, and execute the duties of the 
president, pro tempore. , 

SEc. 4. And be it fitrtlier enacted, That the n ody cor1111 • 
· d 1 J d . 1 11 b b d rnt,; :lfltl po-SU l mayor ilil( a ermen S la C a O y COr•• lilic-n:unc 

porate and politic, by the name and style of the alltl style. 

mayor and aldermen of the town of Emery; and, 
as such, they and their successors in office shall r1. r1h:•,·!~ee~,_ 

• 1a11111~s,~e 

be capable of sueing and berng sued, of plead-
ing and being jmpleaclcd, of defending and be­
ing' defended, in all manner of suits and actions 
either in law or equity; and also receive dona­
tions, purchase, give, grant, sell, convey, and 
contract, and do any and all other such acts as 
are incident to bodies corporate and politic. 
· SEC. 5. And be it f'urtlwr enacted, That said Powers o( J' nmvnrnml 

mayor and aldermen shall have power to pass a 1<.1er111cu. 

all necessary by-laws for the good order and 
government of said-town~ not inconsistent ,vitli 
the constitution and laws in this state and the 
United States, whereby education and morality 
may be promoted, and the retailing and vend-
ing of ardent spirits, gambling, and every spe-
cies of vice and immorality, may be suppress-
.ed, together with the total inhibition of the o-
dious and savage practice of wearing dirks and 
.bowie-knives or pistols; and in their corporate 
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386 LA \VS 01•' MISSISSIPPI. 

capacity they may inflict a fine or penalty on 
any person _for a violation of any such by-laws~ 
llOI exceeding fifty dollm:s for any offence, re­
coverable, with costs, before any justice of the 
peace for sni<l county, in the name of said cor-

. pciratiou, for tho use and benefit of s,1id town. 
~lilt['. law~, And tll:1t no la W of the state, IJOW i'n force, or 
le~.!l,wi!! 1 I f' I J ] J' · · I 
,n1.~n:1iq :10i· t,rnt 1crea l(;i' rnn.y Je prt~;.c::.m, rr:;:1 1z11w ell 1cr 
<h" •!,"l ';!iu~~, "l" i: .. i.. Jl..,- o 
1,ot10 ,•pi1Jy reta1.mp.; ot• VC!WJ11,';; Spi!'l '.. UOllS H[l10i''t-i, OJ' any 
tn 1,iwn. . · j' . • l l l , . 

•;l) t:,...'C~\ 0 . ':"1'1't'r,· ~~ i'' "llj)f" l'l '111" 1•cr,11e" 1· ~., \J\_·1 ,. (~, Cl. l J Jt:~1 1-.: _ , 1..J (t, i , .1 I t ,1 ._', \....1\. 

A111horil)• i'.) said conwntriirn; ncr :;h;ill tho f:rnid mayor 
nm. lO !Jr"! ~i• l. l . • 

':t,111n~,,11 nnd alden11c!1 have pov,·cr DY ;rny liy~lnws to nu-
1tq11,,r11rrn l . lJ .. · ·' .. ·,• •1 
,,.1r.11;,u,,1w t 1or1zD n.ny pcrr,011 to se 1'pmtuous JJq11or~. ei~ 
11po11 pPli• [ , j • ll · · I · 
tion,&c, t l•'3t.' Hl :nge 01' E:l11H.11 (}UclillltieS, 01' 10 ,!lli lOrlZO 

any spccie;s of !:nmin.~· in ;c;aid corporntion, un­
lofis upon petition, i~igned by nt 1cm)t three­
fourths of the citizens of said town. 

Di~lrict l'll SEC, G. And be 1·t fi :.1·thcr (;'/.'Cl()td, That the 
1.i1lerl In jus, } ' • ·• " 'd f' :t ., 
limu1dcon• corpora.le amts oi Sal tOWll O i\:u:ry are 
ttl.ilJk. I I d l l b 1 · . . I ,· ierc. JY .ec urcc to e a < 1stnct ent1t e( to a 

justice of the peace and constable; nnd tli'.:) said 
mn.yor and constable, when elected nnd com­

Duti(•H nnr1 missioned bv the governor, slrnll each bo sub-· 
l!lllOIUlll<:lil.> • f'., 11 I , . d . J 1 ,1ect to per ol'm a. t ,c cmt1es, an receive a • 

such profits, ris arc performed and received by1 

other justices of the peace and constables of 
this slate. 

Ma_l'nrluprc SBC, 7. And be £t further enac!cd, That the 
~,; ,·ibe,hnic~ ~ • • · 1 · · • • · 1·• 
nf lrPn,:ur r r CiUtICs, respoliSlbi 1t1es, nrlll compensat.1011, 0. 
& n•.:onlN } l l ' j J b. · 1' d · · tie 1 rensurcr an1 recorc m·, sna c prcscnue 

by the Einid rnayor and aldermen. 
'l'ownlax, . S1::c, s. Alid be ·it .further enacted, That for 

the purpm,es of revenue, the said mayor nnd 
aldermen may tnx such property as is liable to 
taxation under tho existi1w laws of this state : 

ProYi,m. Provided, such tax shall 1:ot exceed fifty c~nts 
on each white poll, fifty cents on each slave~ 
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LAWS Ol' l\[lSSISSIPPl, 

'.trnd twelve and one-half cents on every hundred 
(,lollars' worth of other personal and real estate, 
within the limits of said town. in any one year; 
and the money so .raised shaJI be appropriated, 
by the said mayor and aldermen, exclusively for 
the use and benefit of said town. 

387 

Sm;. 9. And bu ·it fiirllwr enacted, That the Citize1.1;; ex-
. . f 'd . b. d d . eu1p1 tr,,m 

ClllZCllS O Sa.! town~ SU 1ect to l'OQ UtICS, rnnd dutirJ 

l 11 l f · l } . l l . out of r.or-
S la )C exempt rom 8UC 1 ( UtlOS lCJOH( JtS porat.ion. 

corporate Jirnirs; and the said 1nayor and al- ilfov h,) m -

l I I f l I 1 • ] lea~r•I frnm 
< crmcn may re case ts 1ern rom sue 1 a.001· wit '1·· ,\'0rki1q oa . . d 1. •. I . . . I f-'fJ"et!ts)upon 
Hl Sal. llllltS, Uj)OD t 1Cl1' paying an eqt~IVa cnt p:trn~ equi-

ther.c~'or, not to exceed nine ·dollars in any one v.1 nnt 

_year. . 
Q.,,,f"' 10 A.nd 1a ,;,. +:ll)'l 11e>• e·•iactad That if:shonld b'nl 1-.,,u..,, • U u ./ 1 /, ' ' ' 1,01hecon-

from any cause the said board should not he ;'t'i1~~1~l'~i'/"~­
constituted as contemplated by this act, any ~;;1;5,ii~!t 
three citizens of said to-wn may ca]) a meeting, in:,:, &c. 

at any time, for the purposes of such election, 
by giving ten days' previous nqtice, by. adver­
tisement set up in said town; and such election va1iiJity of 

l 11 l:• I'd l 1 . l d l } }d election. s m ue as ·va 1 as t 10ug 1 it ia )een ie on 
the regular appointed days therefor. . 
' SEC. l]. And be it furtlter enacted, That when When board 

· l b l I l · · .1 f · 1 or••anizcd sale . Oare 1::tS 1cen orga111zeri, t 1e SaJC mayor m;yor m~y 

11 • . • I • • •, call 111cetlrw may ca a. rnectmg at any time, JJ g1vrng flvc 0 

days' notice ; that u majority shall constitute a Quorurh. 

quormn; that in case of a tic, the mayor shall ro~ayor1° 
· l · d l l · d b d gi,·e cnStl!lJ: give t 10 casting vote; an t mt t_1e sa1_ oar 8;>tir:j\~eti1i 

shall have power to fill all vacancies whJCh may varant,os. 

occur in their body from one annual election to 
tho next succeedi11g one. 

SEc, 12. And be 1'.t fnrthcr enacted, That this \\'h!.'n ;ict to 

act shall take effoct and be in force from and ,ako e!foct. 

.ifter its passage. 
Approved, February I 5, 1839. 
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LAWS OF MISSISSIPPI. 

words five years, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed. 

Sec. 5. Jlnd be it further miacted, That this 
act be in force fro1n and after its passage . 

. A.pproved February I 8th, I 840. 

AN ACT to incorporate the Town of H.{:!nY,.1.ndo, in 
the County of De Soto. 

179 

SF:CTION I. Be it enacted by the Legislalu?"e · 
of the Stat~ of Mi,'/Si,'lsippi, That the town or;:r:t~~~eor 
1lernando, 111 the county of De f;oto, be, and · 
the same is hereby, incorporated ancl bounded 
as follows, to wit; /'rhe whole of Section thir- Boundary 

• t h" t·h d • } t W oftoivn. teen, 1n owns 1p . ree, an range e1g 1 , est, 
and the West half of Section eighteen, town-
sh~l three, ancl ran~e seven. "'°' est. . 

! ~Aec • .2. JJc it .fu'i·tlter en;:tclcd, That every 
free ,vhite m_ale person, having attained the Q.11n1ific11.• 

age of hventy-one years, and having resided in ~f;~~0~~­
the State twelve months, and in the corporate 
li1nits of said to-wn four months next prece-
ding an election for town oflicers, shall be a 
qua1ified elector and eligible to any town 
office. 

Sec. 3. Be U furtlie1· enactecl, That the Sheriff 
of said county for the tin1e beino- is herebyn111Y or , < . , . ' t,, Sheriff to 
authorized to hold an election in said town of110'.11 first 

H d th fi t 1V1r d • J 1 t Election for ernan o, on e rs . JLOil ay Ill u y nex 'town offi-

(by giving; ten days previous notice,) between ~;,'1 w)icn, 

the hours of ten o'clock, A. JVI., and four 
o'clock, P. 1\11., for the purpose of electing five 
persons as aldermen; also, one mayor, treasu-
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180 . LAWS OF MISSISSIPPI. 

rer, recorder and constable, who shall serve 
uutif their successors are duly elected and 
qualified ; and that the annual election shall 
6e held in said tnwn on the first Monday in 
:ruly in each and every year, between the 
hours of ten o'clock in the morning ancl four 
o'clock in the evening, and that the mayor 

Mayortobe elected in pursuance of this act shall be com­
;~~;~i:d~; missioned by the Governor as a justi~e of the 
th

e pcoco. peace; he shall preside at each meeting of the 
Board of mayor and alde1·men of said town, 
and by vh:tue of his otlice shall have power to 
perfo1·m all such duties, and receive like emol­
uments and immunities as are performed and 

A 
received by other magistrates in said county ; 

bsenco or b t • f h' b f t' f themn1or U. Ill Case O IS a sence fOffi any mee Ing 0 
~~;~ylllec.the said Board of Aldermen, any member 

thereof may be called to the chair. 
Sec. 4. Be it fu1·thcr enacted, That the said 

mayor and aldermen shall be a pody c01·porate 
Nnm? "1111 and ·1)0Iitic by the na1ne ancl style of the mayor 
etyle mlaw. ' 'rT 

and alderinen of the town· of nernando ; and, 
Powers. as such, they and their successors in office shall 

be capable of suing and lJeing sued, of plead­
ing and being in1plcacled, of defending and 
being defended, in all manner of suits and ac­
tions, either in la-w or equity, and also receive 
donations, purchases, give, grant, sell, convey 
and contract, and do any and all other such 
acts as are incident to bodies corporate and 
politic. 
; Sec. 5. Be it fttrther enacted, That said ma­

Power to yor 'and a!derm. en shall have nower to pass all pa.ss hy- r 

laws, etc. necessary by-laws for tl1e good order and gov-
ern1nent of said town, not inconsistent with 
the constitution and la-ws of this State, and 
the lTnited States, whereby education and mo-

Compendium of Laws 
Page 0172

Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE   Document 152   Filed 05/26/23   Page 202 of 213   Page ID
#:11621



LAWS OP MISSISSIPPI. 181 · · 

rality may be promoted, and the retailing and 
vending ardent spirits, gambling, and every 
species of vice and immorality may be . sup­
pressed, together with the exhibition of the 
orders and savage practice of wearing dirks 
and bowie knives or pistols ; and, in their cor- ~~:~:\nJ 
porate capacity, they may inflict a fine or pen- fines. 

alty on any person ·for a violation of such by-
la vvs, not exceeding fifty dollars for any offence, 
recoverable, with costs,· before their mayor. or 
any justice of the pe~ce for said county, in the · 
name of said corporation, for the use and ben-
efit of said town. 

:. Sec. 6. Be it .further enacted, That the cor- ~orpornte 

porate limits of said town of llernando are 111111
ts. 

·hereby declared to be a district, entitled to a 
justice of the peace and constable ; and that Mnyor and 

said mayor and constable when elected and ConSlable 
• • ' to he com-

COIDIDISSIOiled by the Governor, sha11 each lJe missioned, 

subject to perform all the duties and receive 
all such profits, as are perfor1ned and received 
by other justices of the peace and constables 
of this State. 

Sec. 7. Be ilfitrthet enacted That the du- •rr~nsurcr's 
• • ' dutleR Ulld 

ties, rcspons1b1lities, and c01npensation of the c'.,mreusa• 

treasurer and recorrler, shall be· prescribed by uon. 

the said 1nayor and aldermen. 
Sec. 8. Be it fitrtlicr enacted, That for the •rown rev-

purposes vf revenue the said 1nayor and alder- enue--l~ow 
, < . lo IJe raised. 

men may tax such property as is liable to tax-
ation under the existing laws of this State; 
Provided, such tax shall not exceed fifty cents Lipiits or 

on each white poll, fifty cents .on each slave, '.l'nx. 

and twelve and one lmlf cents on every hun-
dred dollars' ·worth of personal or real estate ;\fnnncr or 

within the limits of said to1v11 in any one appropria• , , t111g money 

year ; and the money so raised shall be appro-
15 
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18.2 LAWS . OF MISSISSIPPI. 

priated by the said mayor and aldermen, ex-­
. elusively, for the use and benefit of said town~ 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That the citi­
Citlzcnsor zens of said town subiect to road dut1"es be- . 
town ex- · ' J 
empt from yond its cor~orate limits, shall be exempt from 
Road du• • h d t' d 'ts t l' • d tics. sue u 1es eyon 1 corp.ora e 1m1ts ; an 

the said mayor and aldermen may release them 
~~;:: or from such labour within said limits, upon their 
rrorn rabor. paying an equivalent therefor, not to exceed 

nine dollars 1n any one year. . 
Sec. I 0. Be it further enacted, That if from 

Should· the th ••d B •d 'h Id f b t' Ilonrcl from any Cause e Sal Oal S OU no e cons I· 
:~r iause_ tuted as contemplated by this act, any. three 
gnniz!,t_ citizens of said town may call a meeting at 
then, throe t' J' t} f h } t' b citizens any 1me 1or 1e purpose O sue e ec 1011, J 
mnv cnuse · • • t d t' b d t' 
1111 ~lcctiou g1v1ng en ays preVIOUS no ICe, J a Ver ISe-
to bc held. ment set up in said town ; and such election 

shall be as valid as though it had been held on 
the regular appointed days therefor. 

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That when 
M said Board has been organized, the said mayor 
~a~r:c:~y may call a meeting at any time by giving iive 
~:g:r;~ the days notice; that a majority sl1all constitute a 

quorum; that in case of a tie, the mayor shall 
g:ive a casting vote ; and that the said Board 
shall have power to fill all vacancies which 
may occur in their body, from one annual 
election to the next succeeding one. 

Contrnve- Sec. 12. /1.nd be -it Further enacted, ·That all 
ning acts, J 1 

rcpcnlcd. acts and parts of acts coming within the mean-
ing and purview of the provisions of this act, 
shall be null and void. 

Approved February Is, 1840, 
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ACTS 

PASSED AT TIIE ANNUAL SESSION Ol' 'l'HE 

GENERAL ASSEl\'.lBL Y, 

OF THE. 

ST ~ATE OF ALABAlVIA; 

llEGU:( AND HELD IN TIIE crrY OF TUSCALOOS,\, 0~ 'l'HE Prns·r 

l\lONDA Y Di NOYE~UIEn, 1840. 

ARTHUR r. DAGnY, GOYF.RXOR, 

J. I.. F. COTTllELI.1 PIUC:SIDF.ST OF TUE SENATE, 

S,\)(l:EI, WAI.KEil, Sl'F.AKE.ll OF THE HOUSE OF llEl'llESF.STATIV£S, 

ll, .,. DAK~ll, S1'£AKJ.m OF TUE HOUSE Oi' llEl'llEliEN'rATl\"ES. 

~tUJCi1lOOrJa: 

HALE & I'll ELA2'1 PRINTICRII, 
I I I I • I I I 

1841. 
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1841. 

Unch11rtcrcd 
honking 
componics, 

CHAPTER SEVENTH. 

Of 1.lliscellaneous Offences. 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons, or auy 
compa11y, corpomtion, or unchnrtered banking association, to mnkc, 
emit, issue, or put in circulation, any uote, bill, boud, drnft, chock, 
or post note, or paper of any name or description wlrntsocvcr, to 
auswer the purpose of rnoucy, or for general circulation, und for 
every snch note, bill, bond, draft, check, post note, or other f1nper 
~o ma<le, emitted, issued, o.r pnt in circulation, such person or per­
sons, and each and every individual of said company, corporation, 
or uuchurtcrc<l banking association, so making, issuing, emitfing, 
or 1mtting in circulation, such note, bill, bond, draft, check, post 
note, or other paper, shall be held to be guilty of u misdemeanor, 
und shall be liable to be indicteµ therefor, and, upon convictio11, 
slrnJl be fined for every such offence at the discretion of the jury 
trying the samo, not less than one lnmdred, nor more than fivo 
hnnu.red dollars, and thnt upon failnre to pay the fine, shall be im­
prisoned in the connty jnil for n term uot exceeding twelve mouthN, 

Section 2. If auy person or persons shall sign any note, Mil, 
Signini. notce bond, ,haft, check, post note, or any pnper of othc1· name or dcscrip­
~r bilis, tion whatsoever, as cashier or presideut, or nnder any other name, 

01· in the name of any company, incorporation, or unchartered 
banking nssociation, to be put in circulation to m1swer the purpo­
ses of mouey, snch president, or cashier, or other person, ·.mdcr 
any other name, so siguiug sui•l uotc, bill, bo11d, draft, check, post 
note, or paper as aforesaid, shall he dcemccl guilty of a m1sde­
meauor, n11<l shall be liable to be iu<lictcd, and, upon conviction, 
shall be fined for every snch offence, in a sum not less thun ono 
hundred, nor more than five lnmdrcd dollar<:., at the discretion of 
the jury trying the same, and the signatures of lhe person or per­
sons so charged, to the note, bond, hill, clrnft, check, post note, or 
paper aforesaid, shall he taken and held to be pl'Oof of such sigu­
mg, unless the fact of signing he deni~d on oath by the clefo11<la11t. 

Section 3. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons, with-
in the limits of this State, to pass off, issun, emit, or put in circnla­

PoRsing olfortion, any note, bill, bond, check, draft, or post note, of any incor­
circuln1ing. poration, company, or unchartered bn111d11g association; nud any 
nutes or lialle. person· or persons violating the provisions of this section, shall bu 

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, n11d shall be liable to he imlictc<l, 
and upon conviction, shall be fined for every snch note, bill, bond, 
check, draft, post note, or other paper so issued, emitted, passed off, 
or put in circulation, 11ot less than twenty, nor more tlmn one 1nm. 
clred <l?llars, nt the discretion of the jury trying i-aid offence. 

Section 4. E,·cry one who shall hereafter carry concealed about 
his person, n bowie knife, or knife or instrument llf the like kincl 
or description, by whatever name culled, dirk or a11y other deadly 
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149 1641, 

weapon, pistol 01· nny species of fire anns, or air gun, unless such Carryinr con. 
, person shall be threntencd with, or have good cause to apprehend ;c~led wtn• 
an attack, or be trnvelling, or setting out on a journey, shnll on ° 180 

conviction, l>c fined not less than fitly nor more than three hun-
drecl dollr.rs: It shall devolve on tho person setting up the excuse 
hcrn ullowcd for earrying conccn.led weapons, to make it out by 
proof, to tho satisfaction of the jury; but no excuse dmll be snHi-
cicnt to authorize the carrying of nn nir gun, bowie knife, or knife 
of the like kind or description, 

Section 5. If any person shall at the same election vote more 
than oncn for the snma candidate for tho same oHice, or for differ- Illegal \'otiug. 
cut candidates for the same ofl1ce, either in the same or in differ-
ent precincts, or vote when ho is not legally authorized so to do, 
he shall upon conviction, be adjudged guilty of n misdemeanor, 
and fi!lcd in the snm of two lnwJred dollars, nnd he impriso11cd 
iu the county jail not exceeding one year. 

Section u. Ev~ry npothecal'y, druggist, or other person, who . 
sh~ll sell and deliver any nrscni?, corr~si~o snbhmnte, pru_ssic !Y1f~1

~c~~~!~s 
acid, or other substance, ~1thcr solid or hqmd, usually denomma- <moue drng11 
tecl poisonous, without having the word 'poison,' written or prin- wi1hou1 luucl. 
~ed on u label attached to the vial, box or parcel, in wiiich tho 
same is sold, or shall sell and deliver any tartar emetic, without 
ha,,ing the trne or commot unme thereof wl'itten or printed upon 
a label attached to the via1, box or parcel containing tho same, 
slmll upon conviction, be adjudged guilty of n misdemeanor, nml 
punishccl by n fine not exceeding ,1ne hundred dollars. 

Section 7. Every apothecary-, drnggist, or other person, who . 
shall give, sell or ueliver, a11y of the drngs described in the prece- 8ielhng to 
ding section, or any other drng or medicine, poisonous in its na- 1; aves. 
turc, to any slave, without an order in writing from the owner or 
manager of such slave, designating the drug or medicine, either 
by namo, or the effect to be j1roduced by it, he or she so offemliug, 
shall on convirtion, be held guilty of n misdemeanor, and punished 
by n fiue uot cxc<'•JcJing two hnndre<l dollars, and may also be im­
prisoned not ex, ceding three months. 

Section 8. Every person who shall bny, sell or receive from nny T .,. , , .-
11 

I l . f ] . d 1 . • • I I rnu 111., 11 I save, any commoc tty o any on or c escnpt1on, wit 1out t 1c ~luvcs. 
le,l\'e or consent of the master, owner, or overseer of snch slave, 
vcrhally or in writing, expressing the articles permitted to be sol<l 
or bartered, first obtained, shall on conviction, be fined in a sum 
11ot less than ten, nor more than one hundred <lollars, und may ho 
imprisoned not more than three months. 

S<!ctiou !J. Every sheriff, coroner, constable, clerk, or justice of . . 
the peace, who shall within three days nfter demnncl mode, fail 01· ~lflicers fo,I. 

f • d II l l ) • • ) • mg to pny mo· re use to pay over uny money receive or co cctcc JY lllll Ill llS ncy cullccrcd. 
ollicial capacity, shall be deemed guilty of n misdemeanor, nnd on · 
convict ion, shall he fined in a sum not less than one half, and not 
exceeding tho entiro amount received or collected: Provided, that Pro\'iso. 
Lhc party entitled to such money, shall remain i11 the county, or 
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LAWS 

OP TIIJI 

'811 ATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 

CHAPTER 1. 

AN ACT to provide for the Revenue of the State. 

SEc1·10N 1. Be it enactecl by the Eegis­
lature of the Stale of Mississippi, That the 
following taxes shall be assessed and collect-
ed within this state, viz: an ad valorem tax w11nt pro­

of one-fourth of one per cent on all lands pcrty li~ble • to taxation. 

in this state not exempted by the ordinance 
admitting the state into the Union, or spe­
cially exe1npted by the provisions of this 
act, on all money loaned at interest by indi­
viduals, or e1nployed by them in the pur­
chase of notes, bonds, checks or bills of 
credit of any description, whatever, as secu­
rity for money ~(lvanccd, on all goods, wares 
and merchand1ze, sold by regular n1er­
chants, on all bank stock subscribed for in 
any incorporated bank in this state, which 
shall not have paid a bonus for its charter, 
or have been exempted by the provisions 
thereof, except stock subscribed for and 
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LAWS OF MISSISSIPPI.' 

owned by the state, or- some incorporated 
literary or charitable institution. An ad va­
lorem tax of two and one-half per cent. ·. on 
all merchandize sold by an auctioneer or 
transient vender of goods, an ad valorem 
tax of one per cent. on each pleasure car­
riage, watch and clock, kept for use, aml 
one dollar on each and everr Bowie Knife; 
a tax of one cent upon eacn head, of cattle 
over the number of twentv, owned by any 
one individual; a tax of five hundred dollars 
on each billiard table set up or kept for 
public use ; a poll tax of fifty cents on every 
free white male between the ages of twen­
ty-one and fifty years; of five dollars on 
each and every free colored male between 
the ages of twenty-one and fifty years, and 
of seventy-five cents on each and every 
slave betV\reen the ages of five and sixty. 

!'!~~e;? Sec. 2. Be U .further enacted, That all · 
<~om tan• land appropriated to the use of any incorpo­
t1ou, rated college, or other seminary of learning, 

or occupied by any church for public wor­
ship, or by any school house, court house or 
jail, or appropriated to the use of any poor 
house or house of correction, or belonging to 
to any public library or incorporated cha1·ita­
ble institution, shall be exempt from taxation._ 

Pisc:il year Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the 
:0':::0t;ce. fiscal year shall commence on the first day 

of March, and all taxable property brouglit 
into this state, or acquired by any individual 
between the first day of January, and the 
first day of March of each year, shall be. 
subject to pe taxed for that year, in the 
county in w·hich the same may be situated. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted) That be• 
. . ' 

... ··--·-----•':"': . ' .. ~:.~_,£.:"~·.,..,..~~----~-:...:...~.'),..-~-~---t·•,..-,.·,·;'"""&.• 
. . . 

. . . . E1mATA-page 5.~. instead of' ine per ce1t~. on each pleasure can~a 
1 ·.: ·watch and clock, kept ,for use,' -read Ll an advaloren,i tax of one~ 
I • . ; . I ...... . , 1,,;··,.,•.·;' ' ~ :nap.,' t~h and clock,,keptfocnse! 
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252 CRIM.ES AN ll OFFENCES. 
( 

put to death in pursuance of such judgment, before the whole record of 
the proceedings in such case be certified by the clerk of the same court 
under the seal thereof to the governor of this State, nor until a warrant 

· shall be issued by the governor under the seal of the State, with a copy 
of the record thereunto annexed, directed to the sheriff of the court 
wherein the said sentence or judgment was passed, commanding the said 
sheriff to cause the execution to be <lone on the person so condemned ns 
aforesaid, in all things according to the judgment against him or her; 
and it shall be the duty of the sheriff to whom such warrant shall be di­
rected, to execute the same in due form of law. 

58. SEc. II. It shall be the duty of the clerk of the court in which 
such judgment shall have been rendered, to make out a true copy of the 
record of all proceedings in such case., and to transmit the same without 
delay to the governor of this Stale, and should the said record be received 
by the governor during the recess of the senate, he may, whenever he 
shall deem the same proper, delay awarding any warrant of execution 
until the end of the next session. 

An Act Rgninst Nu,·yiug conc<'aled wc-npo11s, and going arnwtl in public vlaccs iu :m UD• 
necessary manner, appro,·ctl Ma1·ch 25, 181J. 

59. SEc. I. That from and after the passage of thi3 act, any person 
who shall be found with any concealed weapon, such as a dirk, dagger, 
knife, pistol, or any other deadly weapon concealed in his bosom, cont, or 
in auy other place about him, that do not appear in full open view, any 
person so offending, shall, on conviction thereof, before any justice of the 
peace, be subject to pay a fine not to exceed fifty dollars, nor less than 
twenty dollars, one half to the use of the State, and the balance to the 
informer; and should any person be convicted of being guilty of a second 
offence before any court of competent jurisdiction, shall pay a fine not 
less than one hundred dollars, to be applied as aforesaid, and be im­
prisoned for a time not exceeding six months. 

[ Section 2d repealed by lite 1 )tit section of tltc act of Marci, 19, 
ISIS.] 

60. Si,:c. III. When any officer has good reason to believe that ony 
person or persons have weapons conCl•aled about them for the purpose of 
committing murder, or in any other way armed in such a concealed rnn.n• 
ner, on proof thereof being ma<le to any justice of the peace. by the oath 
of one or more credible witnes~es, it shall be the duty of such judg-e and 
justice to issue a warrant against such offender and have him searched, 
and should he be found with such weapons, to fine him in n11y sum not 
exceeding fifty dollars, nor less t1ian twenty dollars, and to bind over to 
keep the pence of the State, with such security as may appear necessary 
for one year; and on such offender failing to give good and sufficient se­
curity as aforesaid, the said justice of the peace shall be authorized to 
commit said offender to prison for any time not exceeding twenty day~. 
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