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ROB BONTA o

Attorney General of California

P. PATTY LI

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

ANNA FERRARI

CHRISTINA R.B. LOPEZ

Deputy Attorneys General

JOHN D. ECHEVERRIA

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 268843 _
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 510-3479
Fax: _ﬁ415) 703-1234 .
E-mail: John.Echeverria@doj.ca.gov

Attorneys for Defendant Rob Bonta,

in his gfﬁcial ca

of the State of California

acity as Attorney General

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
WESTERN DIVISION

STEVEN RUPP; STEVEN
DEMBER; CHERYL JOHNSON,;
MICHAEL JONES;
CHRISTOPHER SEIFERT;
ALFONSO VALENCIA; TROY
WILLIS; and CALIFORNIA RIFLE
& PISTOL ASSOCIATION,
INCORPORATED,

Plaintiffs,
V.

ROB BONTA, in his official capacity
as Attorney General of the State of
California; and DOES 1-10,

Defendants.

Case No. 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE
COMPENDIUM OF HISTORICAL
LAWS

VOLUME 1 OF 7

Courtroom: 8A

Judge: Hon. Josephine L. Staton
Action Filed: April 24, 2017
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Assembly of Virginia, of a Public and
Permanent Nature, as are Now in Force

INDEX
Appendix Year of Historical Laws Compendium
1 No. |Enactment Page

DANGEROUS WEAPONS LAWS

1 1383 7 Rich. 2, ch. 13 (1383) 2

2 1396 20 Rich. 2, ch. 1 (1396) 3

3 1541 33 Hen. 8,ch.6§§ 1,2, 18 (1541) 4.7

4 1606 4 Jac. 1, ch. 1 (1606) 8

5 1686 The Grants, Concessions, and Original 9-11
Constitutions of The Province of New
Jersey 289-90 (1881) (1686)

6 1689 English Bill of Rights of 1689, 1 Wm. & 12-15
Mary 2d Sess.,ch. 2, § 6

7 1730 William Livingston (Editor), The Laws of 16-23
New York 199 (1752), ch. 560, § 20

8 1750 1750 Mass. Acts 544, ch. 17, § 1 24-27

9 1765 1 William Blackstone, Commentaries 139, 34-43
ch. 1 (1765)

10 1771 1763—1775 N.J. Laws 346, ch. 539, § 10 28-33

11 1771 Acts and Laws of His Majesty’s Province of 44-48
New-Hampshire 9-10 (1771), ch. 6, § 2

12 1786 1786 Mass. Acts 87, ch. 38 49-53

13 1788 1788—-1801 Ohio Laws 20, ch. 6 54-60

14 1792 Collection of All Such Acts of the General 61-63
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187 (1803), ch. 103, §§ 8-9

15 1797 1 Del. Laws 104 (1797), ch. 43, § 6 64-68
16 1798 1798 Ky. Acts 106, ch. 54, § 5. 69-71
17 1799 1799—-1800 Miss. Laws 44 72-73
18 1799 Charles Nettleton (Editor), Laws of the State 74-77
of New Jersey 474 (1821), § 2
19 1801 1801 Tenn. Laws 259-60, ch. 22, § 6 78-81
20 1804 J. Steele (Editor), Laws of the Arkansas 82-84
Territory 521 (1835), § 3 [Slaves]
21 1804 1804 Ind. Acts 108, § 4 85-87
22 1804 1804 Miss. Laws 90, § 4 88-91
23 1805 1805 Mass. Acts 111-13, ch. 81 92-96
24 1809 Virgil Maxcy (Editor), Laws of Maryland, 97-99
with the Charter, the Bill Of Rights, the
Constitution of the State, and Its
Alterations, the Declaration of
Independence, and the Constitution of the
United States, and Its Amendments 465
(Vol 3, 1811), § 4
25 1812 William Littell (Editor), Statute Law of 100-101
Kentucky; with Notes, Praelections, and
Observations on the Public Acts 64 (1812—
1816), ch. 89
26 1813 1812 La. Acts 172,174, § 1 102-105
27 1814 1814 Mass. Acts. 464, ch. 192, §§ 1-2 106-108
28 1816 Lucius Q.C. Lamar, editor, A Compilation of 109-111

the Laws of the State of Georgia, Passed
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by the Legislature since the Year 1810 to
the Year 1819, Inclusive. Comprising all
the Laws Passed within those Periods,
Arranged under Appropriate Heads, with
Notes of Reference to those Laws, or Parts
of Laws, which are Amended or Repealed
to which are Added such Concurred and
Approved Resolutions, as are Either of
General, Local, or Private Moment.
Concluding with a Copious Index to the
Laws, a Separate one to the Resolutions
599 (1821), div. 10, § 19

29 1818 Henry S. Geyer, Editor, A Digest of the Laws 112-113
of Missouri Territory 374 (1818) § 3
[Slaves]
30 1820 1820 Ind. Acts 39, ch. 23,8 1 114-116
31 1821 Revised Statutes of the State of Maine 683 117-118
(1840), tit. 12, ch. 159, § 5
32 1821 Revised Statutes of the State of Maine 709 119-122
(1840), tit. 12, ch. 169, § 16
33 1831 1831 Ind. Rev. Stat. 192, ch. 26, § 58 123-126
34 1835 John P. Duval (Editor), Compilation of the 127-129
Public Acts of the Legislative Council of
the Territory of Florida, Passed Prior to
1840423 (1839), ch. 860
35 1835 Theron Metcalf (Editor), Revised Statutes of 130-133

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Passed November 4, 1835 to which are
Subjoined, as Act in Amendment Thereof,
and an Act Expressly to Repeal the Acts
Which are Consolidated Therein, both
Passed in February 1836 750 (1836) ch.
134,816
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1
36 1837 1837 Ala. Laws 7, No. 11,8§§ 1, 2 134-135
2
3 37 1837 William McK. Ball (Editor), Revised 136-139
Statutes of the State of Arkansas, Adopted
4 at the October Session of the General
5 Assembly of Said State, A.O. 1837 280
(1838), ch. 44, div. 8, art. 1, § 13
6
7 38 1837 1837 Ga. Laws 90-91, §§ 1-5 140-142
8 39 1837 1837 Miss. Laws 290-92, § 6 143-147
? 40 1837 1837 Miss. Laws 294, § 5 148-151
10
i1 41 1837 1837-1838 Tenn. Pub. Acts 200, ch. 137, 152
§1
12
42 1837 1837—-1838 Tenn. Pub. Acts 200201, 152-154
13 ch. 137, § 2
14
43 1837 1837-1838 Tenn. Pub. Acts 201, ch. 137, 154
16
17 44 1838 1838 Fl. Acts 36, No. 24, § 1 155-156
18 45 1838 1838 Va. Acts 7677, ch. 101, § 1 157-169
19 46 1839 | 1838 Ala. Acts 67, § 1 160-162
20
47 1839 1839 Miss. Laws 385-86, ch. 168, § 5 163-168
21
29 48 1840 1840 Miss. Laws 180-81, ch. 111, 8§ 5 169-174
23 49 1841 1841 Ala. Laws 148-49,ch. 7, § 4 175-178
24100 50 1841 | 1841 Miss. Laws 51-52, ch. 1, § 1 179-181
25
26 51 1842 Henry A. Bullard & Thomas Curry 182-183
(Editors), 1 A New Digest of the Statute
27 Laws of the State of Louisiana, from the
73 Change of Government to the Year 1841
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252 (1842), § 59

52

1845

Mason Brayman (Editor), Revised Statutes of
the State of lllinois: Adopted by the
General Assembly of Said State, at Its
Regular Session, Held in the Years A.D.
1844—45, 176 (1845), § 139 [Criminal
Jurisprudence]

185-186

53

1847

The Revised Statutes of the State of Maine,
Passed October 22, 1840, 709 (1847), tit.
12, ch. 169, § 16

187-189

54

1847

1846—-1847 N.C. Sess. Laws 107, ch. 42

190-192

55

1849

1849 Cal. Stat. 245, div. 11, § 127

193-195

56

1850

S. Garfielde (Editor), Compiled Laws of the
State of California: Containing All the
Acts of the Legislature of a Public and
General Nature, Now in Force, Passed at
the Sessions of 1850-51-52-53, 64344
(1853), ch. 125, div. 4, §§ 4041

196-198

57

1850

S. Garfielde (Editor), Compiled Laws of the
State of California: Containing All the
Acts of the Legislature of a Public and
General Nature, Now in Force, Passed at
the Sessions of 1850-51-52-53, 663—64
(1853), ch. 125, div. 11, § 127

199-202

58

1850

William A. Richardson (Editor), General
Statutes of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts: Enacted December 28,
1859, to Take Effect June 1, 1860, 816
(1873), ch. 164, § 10

203-206

59

1850

1850 Mass. Gen. Law, ch. 194, § 1, as
codified in Mass. Gen. Stat. 816 (1873),
ch. 164, § 10

207
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60 1850 1850 Mass. Gen. Law, ch. 194, § 2 as 207

codified in Mass. Gen. Stat. 816 (1873),

ch. 164 § 11
61 1850 1850 Miss. Laws 43, ch. 1, § 1 208-211
62 1851 1851 Pa. Laws 382, No. 239, § 4 212-214
63 1852 1851-1852 Ala. Laws 3, ch. 1, § 1 215-219
64 1852 1852 Haw. Sess. Laws 19, § 1 220-221
65 1852 1852 N.M. Laws 67, § 1 222-223
66 1854 1853 Ky. Acts 186, ch. 1020, §§ 1, 2 224-225
67 1854 1854 Miss. Laws 49-50, ch. 1, § 1 226-228
68 1854 1854 Wash. Sess. Law 80, ch. 2, § 30 229-230
69 1855 1855 Cal. Stat. 152-53, ch. 127, §§ 1-3 231-232
70 1855 William H. R. Wood (Editor), Digest of the 233-235

Laws of California: Containing All Laws

of a General Character Which were in

Force on the First Day of January, 1858,

334 (1861), art. 1904
71 1855 1855 Ind. Acts 153, ch. 79, §§ 1-2 236-239
72 1855 1855 La. Acts 148, ch. 120, § 115 240-241
73 1856 18561857 Miss. Laws 35 — 36, § 3, art. 10 242-245
74 1856 185556 Tenn. Pub. Acts 92, ch. 81. §§ 1-2 246-247
75 1856 Tex. Penal Code ch. 14, arts. 611-12 (1857) 248-249
76 1858 1858 Neb. Laws 69, ch. 1, § 135 250-251
77 1859 1859 Ind. Acts 129, ch. 78, § 1. 252-253
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78 1859 1859 Ky. Acts 245, ch. 33, § 23 254-265
79 1859 1859 N.M. Laws 94-96, §§ 1-5 256-260
80 1859 1859 Ohio Laws 452, § 210 261-264
81 1859 1859 Wash. Sess. Laws 109, ch. 2, § 30 265-266
82 1860 1860 Ga. Laws 56, No. 63, § 1 267-269
83 1861 1861 Nev. Stat. 61, § 35 270-271
84 1862 1862 Colo. Sess. Laws 56, § 1 [Concealed 272-273
weapons |
85 1863 C. B. Pierce, Charter and Ordinances of the 274
City of Leavenworth, with an Appendix 45
(1863), § 23
86 1863 William H. Bridges (Editor), Digest of the 275-278
Charters and Ordinances of the City of
Memphis, Together with the Acts of the
Legislature Relating to the City, with an
Appendix 190 (1863), art. 3, § 3
87 1864 Theodore H. Hittell (Editor), The General 279-280
Laws of the State of California, from 1850
to 1864, Inclusive 261 (1872), § 1585 [§ 1]
88 1865 1864 Mont. Laws 355, § 1 [Deadly 281-282
weapons |
89 1865 Henry McEwan (Editor), Acts, Resolutions 283-284
and Memorials Passed at the Several
Annual Sessions of the Legislative
Assembly of the Territory of Utah 59
(1866), ch. 22, tit. 8, § 102
90 1866 Montgomery H. Throop (Editor), Revised 285-286

Statutes of the State of New York, Vol. 3, at
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2512 (1882), ch. 716, §§ 12

91

1866

1866 N.C. Sess. Laws 30 & 33-34, ch. 21,
§ 1, sched. A(11)

287-292

92

1867

1866—-1867 Ala. Laws 260 & 263, ch. 2,
§ 2(10)

293-297

93

1867

1867 Colo. Sess. Laws 229, § 149

298-299

94

1867

William H. Bridges (Editor), Digest of the
Charters and Ordinances of the City of
Memphis, from 1826 to 1867, Inclusive,
Together with the Acts of the Legislature
Relating to the City, with an Appendix, 44
(1867), §§ 4746, 4747, 4753, 4757

300-302

95

1867

William H. Bridges (Editor), Digest of the
Charters and Ordinances of the City of
Memphis, from 1826 to 1867, Inclusive,
Together with the Acts of the Legislature
Relating to the City, with an Appendix, 50
(1867), § 4864

303-305

96

1868

Wade Keyes & Fern Wood (Editors), Code
of Alabama 883 (1876), ch. 3, § 4111

306-308

97

1868

W. A. Blountet al. (Editors), The Revised
Statutes of the State of Florida 782—83
(1892), tit. 2, art. 5, § 2423

309-310

98

1868

W. A. Blountet al. (Editors), The Revised
Statutes of the State of Florida 782—83
(1892), tit. 2, art. 5, § 2425

309-310

99

1868

1868 Fla. Laws 95, ch. 7, § 10

311-314

100

1868

James F McClellan (Editor), 4 Digest of the
Laws of the State of Florida: From the
Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and
Twenty-Two, to the Eleventh Day of

315-317




Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE Document 152 Filed 05/26/23 Page 10 of 213 Page ID

O© &0 39 O »n =~ W NN =

N NN N N N N N N M= e e e e e e e
0 I O L AN WD = O O 0N NN DN WD = o

#:11429

March, One Thousand Eight Hundred and
Eighty-One, Inclusive 403 (1881), § 13

101 1869 1869 Minn. Laws 50-51, ch. 39, §§ 1-3 318-320
102 1869 1868—69 N.M. Session Laws 72—73, ch. 32, 321-327
§§ 1-3
103 1869 1869—70 Tenn. Pub. Acts 23-24, ch. 22, § 2 328-333
104 1869 1869 Wash. Sess. Laws 203—-04, ch. 2, § 32 332-335
105 1870 1870 Ga. Laws 421, tit. 16, ch. 285, §§ 1-3 336-339
106 1870 1870 La. Acts 15960, § 73 340-343
107 1870 1869—1870 Tenn. Pub. Acts 28, ch. 13, § 1 344-346
108 1870 1870 Tex. Gen. Laws 63, ch. 46, § 1 347-350
109 1871 John H. Cherry (Editor), Digest of the Laws 352
and Ordinances of the City of Little Rock
168 (1882), §399
110 1871 1871-1872 D.C. Laws, Part II, 33, ch. 25 354
111 1871 1871 Miss. Laws 819-20, ch. 33, art. 3, § 1 357
112 1871 Everett W. Pattinson (Editor), Revised 362
Ordinance of the City of St. Louis 491
(1871),art. 2,§ 9
113 1871 Order of the Board of Aldermen. Ordinances 364-366
of Jersey City, Passed By The Board Of
Aldermen since May 1, 1871, under the
Act Entitled “An Act to Re-organize the
Local Government of Jersey City,”” Passed
March 31, 1871, and the Supplements
Thereto 41 (1874), §§ 1-4
114 1871 1871 Tex. Laws 25, ch. 34, § 1 367-370

10




Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE Document 152 Filed 05/26/23 Page 11 of 213 Page ID

O© &0 39 O »n =~ W NN =

N NN N N N N N N M= e e e e e e e
0 I O L AN WD = O O 0N NN DN WD = o

#:11430

115

1871

1871 Tex. Laws 25, ch. 34, § 3

367-370

116

1872

1872 Md. Laws 57, ch. 42, § 246

371-373

117

1872

Gilbert B. Scolfield (Editor), Laws,
Ordinances and Rules of Nebraska City,
Otoe County, Nebraska, 36 (1872), No. 7,

§ 1

374

118

1873

Wade Keyes & Fern Wood (Editors), Code
of Alabama, 1876, 883 (1877), ch. 3,
§ 4110

375-377

119

1873

A.H. Bissell (Editor), Statutes at Large of
the State of Minnesota 993 (Vol. 2, 1873),
ch. 54, §§ 64-65

378-380

120

1873

M.S. Bonnifield & T.W. Healy (Editors),
Compiled Laws of the State of Nevada.
Embracing Statutes of 1861 to 1873,
Inclusive, 563 (Vol. 1, 1873), §§ 35-36

381-383

121

1873

Seymour D. Thompson & Thomas M. Steger
(Editors), Compilation of the Statute Laws
of the State of Tennessee, 125 (Vol. 2,
1873), ch. 9, art. 2, § 4864

384-386

122

1874

1874—-1875 Ala. Laws 41, § 102, pt. 27

387-389

123

1874

Harvey Bostwick Hurd (Editor), Revised
Statutes of the State of Illinois. A.D. 1874,
360 (1874), ch. 38, § 56

390-392

124

1874

1874—1875 Va. Acts 282—83, ch. 239, § 6,
sched. B(18)

393-396

125

1875

1875-1876 Ala. Acts 46, Rev. Code, ch. 1,
§ 105)

397-400

126

1875

18751876 Ala. Acts 82, Rev. Code, ch. 9,

401-404

11
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§ 7(15)
127 1875 1874—1875 Ark. Acts 156, § 1 405-408
128 1875 Compiled and Revised Laws of the Territory 409-410
of Idaho, 354 (1875), § 133
129 1875 1875 Ind. Acts 62, ch. 17, § 1 411-413
130 1875 1875 Mich. Pub. Acts 136, ch. 97, § 1 414-416
131 1875 1875 Pa. Laws 33, ch. 38, § 1 417-419
132 1876 187677 Ala. Code 882, § 4109 420-422
133 1876 Wade Keyes (Editor), Code of Alabama 423-426
1876 882 (1877), ch. 3, § 4109
134 1876 Wade Keyes (Editor), Code of Alabama 427-430
1876 901 (1877), ch. 6, § 4230
135 1876 1876 Colo. Sess. Laws 304, § 154 431-432
136 1876 1876 Ga. L. 112,ch. 128, § 1 433-435
137 1876 Consider H. Willett, Laws and Ordinances 436-437
Governing the Village of Hyde Park
[1llinois] Together with Its Charter and
General Laws Affecting Municipal
Corporations; Special Ordinances and
Charters under Which Corporations Have
Vested Rights in the Village. Also,
Summary of Decisions of the Supreme
Court Relating to Municipal Corporations,
Taxation and Assessments, 64 (1876), § 39
138 1876 John W. Blake et al. (Editors), Revised 438-440
Statutes of Wyoming in Force January 1,
1887, 306 (1887), § 1027
139 1877 Edward O. Wolcott (Editor), Ordinances of 441

[\
o0

12
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Georgetown [Colorado] Passed June 7th,
A.D. 1877,100 (1877), 8§ 9

140

1877

Revision of the Statutes of New Jersey:
Published under the Authority of the
Legislature; by Virtue of an Act Approved
April 4, 1871,304 (1877), § 2

442-443

141

1877

G.C. Moody (Editor), Revised Codes, 1903,
State of South Dakota 1150 (1903),
§§ 470-471.

444-446

142

1877

Revised Ordinances Of Provo City [Utah],
Containing All The Ordinances In Force
On the First Day of February, A.D. 1877,
and the Rules and Order of Business of
Provo City Council 10607 (1877), ch. 6,
§ 182

447-450

143

1878

1878—1879 Ala. Laws 437, ch. 314, § 14

451-459

144

1878

1878 Miss. Laws 175, ch. 46, § 1

460-463

145

1879

William S. Thorington (Editor), Code of
Ordinances of the City Council of
Montgomery [Alabama] 225 (1888), Pen.
Code, Ch. 43, § 5188

464-465

146

1879

Charter and Revised Ordinances of Boise
City, ldaho, in Effect April 12, 1894, 118—
19 (1894), § 36

466

147

1879

La. Const. of 1879, art. III

467-468

148

1879

1879 Mont. Laws 359, div. 4, § 23

469-471

149

1879

1879 N.C. Sess. Laws 231, ch. 127, §§ 1-5

472-474

150

1879

1879 Tenn. Pub. Acts 135-36, ch. 46, §§ 1-
6

475-477

13
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151 1879 W.A. Milliken and John J. Vertrees 478-481

(Editors), Code of Tennessee, Being a

Compilation of the Statute Laws of the

State of Tennessee, of a General Nature, in

Force June 1, 1884, 1060—61 (1884),

§ 5533
152 1880 Michael A. Daugherty, et al. (Editors), 482-484

Revised Statutes and Other Acts of a

General Nature of the State of Ohio: In

Force January 1, 1880, 1633 (Vol. 2,

1879), tit. 1, ch. 5, § 6892
153 1880 1880 S.C. Acts 447-48, No. 362, § 1 485-488
154 1881 1880—1881 Ala. Laws 38-39, ch. 44, § 1 489-494
155 1881 1881 Ark. Acts 191-92, ch. 96, §§ 1-2 493-495
156 1881 1881 Colo. Sess. Laws 74, § 1 496-498
157 1881 1881 Del. Laws 716, ch. 548, § 1 499-502
158 1881 1881 I1l. Laws 73, §§ 1, 4 503-505
159 1881 1881 I1l. Laws 73, § 2 503-505
160 1881 1881 Ind. Acts 191, ch. 37, § 81 508-509
161 1881 1881 Ind. Acts 191, ch. 37, § 82 508-509
162 1881 Revised Statues of the State of Indiana, 506-507

Embracing the Revision of 1881 and All

General Laws Enacted Subsequent to That

Revision 366 (1881), § 1957
163 1881 J. H. Johnston (Editor), Revised Charter and 510-513

Ordinances of the City of Boonville, Mo.
91 (1881), No. 17, art. 1, § 6

14
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Page ID

164

1881

Guy A. Brown (Editor), Compiled Statutes
of the State of Nebraska, Comprising All

Laws of a General Nature in Force July I,
1881, 666 (1881), ch. 5, § 25

514-515

165

1881

David E. Baily & John D. Hammond
(Editors), General Statutes of the State of
Nevada. In Force. From 1861 to 1885,
Inclusive, With Citations of the Decisions

of the Supreme Court Relating Thereto,
1077 (1885), § 4844

516-518

166

1881

William K. McAlister (Editor), Ordinances
of the City of Nashville, to Which are
Prefixed the State Laws Chartering and

Relating to the City, with an Appendix,
34041 (1881),ch. 108, § 1

519-521

167

1881

Code of Washington, Containing All Acts of
a General Nature, Revised and Amended
by the Legislative Assembly of the
Territory of Washington, During the
Eighth Biennial Session, and the Extra
Session, Ending December 7, 1881, the
Constitution of the United States, and the
Amendments Thereto, the Acts of Congress
Applicable to the Territory of Washington,
and the Naturalization Laws 181 (1881),
ch. 73, § 929

523-525

168

1881

Richard A. Ballinger (Editor), Ballinger’s
Annotated Codes and Statutes of
Washington, Showing All Statutes in
Force, Including the Session Laws of 1897
1956 (Vol. 2, 1897), § 7082

526-529

169

1881

1881 Wash. Sess. Laws 76, ch. 6, § 34,
pt. 15

530-532

170

1882

1882—1883 Ga. Laws 37, ch. 18, § 2, pt. 18

533-536

15
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171 1882 S. J. Quincy (Editor), Revised Ordinances of 537-539
the City of Sioux City, lowa 62 (1882),
Public Safety, § 4
172 1882 W. P. Murray (Editor), Municipal Code of 540-542
Saint Paul, Comprising the Laws of the
State of Minnesota Relating to the City of
Saint Paul, and the Ordinances of the
Common Council, Revised to December 1,
1884 289 (1884) art. 18, § 1
173 1882 1882 W. Va. Acts 421-22, ch. 135,§ 1 543-545
174 1883 1882—-1883 Ga. Laws 48-49, No. 93, § 1 548-551
175 1883 E. R. E. Kimbrough & W. J. Calhoun 546-547
(Editors), Revised Ordinances of the City
of Danville, Illinois 179 (1892), § 23
176 1883 1883 Kan. Sess. Laws 159, ch. 105, §§ 1-2 552-553
177 1883 1883 Mo. Laws 76, Concealed Weapons, § 1 554-556
178 1883 1883 Wash. Sess. Laws 302, ch. 6, § 29, 557-559
pt. 15
179 1883 1883 Wis. Sess. Laws 713, ch. 6, § 3, pt. 56 560-563
180 1884 1884—1885 Ga. Laws 23, ch. 52, § 2, pt. 18 564-567
181 1884 The Revised Statutes of the State of Maine, 568-570
Passed August 29, 1883, and Taking Effect
January 1, 1884 928, (1884), ch. 130, § 10
182 1884 John Prentiss Poe (Editor), The Maryland 571-574

Code: Public Local Laws, Adopted by the
General Assembly of Maryland March 14,
1888, Including Also the Public Local Acts
of the Session of 1888 Incorporated
Therein 522-23 (Vol. 1, 1888), ch. 187,

16
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§ 742

183

1884

1884 Vt. Acts & Resolves 74, No. 74. § 1

575-577

184

1884

John W. Blakeet al. (Editors), Revised
Statutes of Wyoming, In Force January 1,
1887, Including the Declaration of
Independence, the Articles of
Confederation, the Constitution of the
United States, the Organic Act of
Wyoming, and All Laws of Congress
Affecting the Territorial Government 297
(1887), § 983

578-580

185

1885

W. A. Blountet al. (Editors), The Revised
Statutes of the State of Florida 782 (1892),
tit. 2, art. 5, § 2421

581-583

186

1885

1885 Mont. Laws 74-75, § 1

584-587

187

1885

George R. Donnan (Editor), Annotated Code
of Criminal Procedure and Penal Code of
the State of New York as Amended 1882—
85 172 (1885), § 410

588-589

188

1885

Charter and Ordinances of the City of
Syracuse, as Revised in 18835, and as
Amended from 1885 to 1893 Inclusive,
Together With Special Legislative
Enactments Affecting the City of Syracuse
331 (1894),ch. 27,8 5

590-593

189

1885

1885 Or. Laws 33, §§ 1-2

594-596

190

1886

1886 Ala. Laws 36, No. 4, § 5, pt. 17

597-606

191

1886

Isham White (Editor), Laws and Ordinances
of the City of Denver, Colorado 369
(1886), § 10

607

192

1886

1886 Ga. Laws 17, tit. 2, § 2, pt. 18

608-609

17
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193

1886

1886 Md. Laws 602, ch. 375, § 1

610-612

194

1886

John Prentiss Poe (Editor), Maryland Code:
Public Local Laws, Adopted by the
General Assembly of Maryland March 14,
1888, Including Also the Public Local Acts
of the Session of 1888 Incorporated
Therein 468—69 (Vol. 1, 1888), art. 27, ch.
375, § 30

613-615

195

1886

1886 Md. Laws 315, ch 189, § 1

616-619

196

1887

A. S. Hazelton & Frank J. Capell (Editors),
Compiled Ordinances of the City of
Council Bluffs lowa 203-04 (1920), § 75

620-622

197

1887

O. P. Ergenbright (Editor), Revised
Ordinances of the City of Independence,
Kansas, Together with the Amended Laws
Governing Cities of the Second Class and
Standing Rules of the City Council 162
(1887), § 27

623-629

198

1887

Laws of the State of Michigan Relating to
the Public Health in Force in the Year
1890 145 (1889), § 1

630-631

199

1887

1887 Mont. Laws 549, § 174

632-634

200

1887

Acts of the Legislative Assembly of the

Territory of New Mexico, Twenty-Seventh
Session 55 (1887), ch. 30, § 1

635-639

201

1887

The Code of Virginia: With the Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution of
the United States, and the Constitution of
Virginia 897 (1887), § 3780

640-642

202

1888

1888 Ga. Laws 22, ch. 123, § 2, pt. 17

643-655

18
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Page ID

203

1888

John Prentiss Poe, The Baltimore City Code,

Containing the Public Local Laws of
Maryland Relating to the City of
Baltimore, and the Ordinances of the
Mayor and City Council, in Force on the
First Day of November, 1891, With a
Supplement, Containing the Public Local
Laws Relating to the City of Baltimore,
Passed at the Session of 1892 of the
General Assembly, and Also the
Ordinances of the Mayor and City
Council, Passed at the Session of 1891-92,
and of 1892—1893, Up To the Summer
Recess of 1893 522-23 (Vol. 1, 1888),

§ 742

656-659

204

1888

John Prentiss Poe (Editor), The Maryland

Code: Public Local Laws, Adopted by the
General Assembly of Maryland March 14,
1888, Including Also the Public Local Acts
of the Session of 1888 Incorporated
Therein 1457 (Vol. 2, 1888), § 99

660-662

205

1888

George Brooks Young (Editor), General

Statutes of the State of Minnesota in Force
January 1, 1889 1006 (Vol. 2, 1888),
§§ 333-34

663-665

206

1888

Joseph Lippman (Editor), The Revised

Ordinances Of Salt Lake City, Utah,
Embracing All Ordinances of a General
Nature in Force December 20, 1892,
Together With the Charter of Salt Lake
City, the Amendments Thereto, and
Territorial Laws of a General Nature
Applicable to Salt Lake City, and the
Constitution of the United States 283
(1893), § 14

666-667

207

1889

1889 Ariz. Sess. Laws 16, No. 13, § 1

668-670

19
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Page ID

208

1889

1888—1889 Idaho Sess. Laws 23, § 1

671-672

209

1889

George Brooks Young (Editor), General
Statutes of the State of Minnesota in Force
January 1, 1889 1006 (Vol. 2, 1888),

§ 334

673-674

210

1889

Laws of the City of Johnstown, Pa.,
Embracing City Charter, Act of Assembly
of May 23, 1889, for the Government of
Cities of the Third Class, General and
Special Ordinances, Rules of Select and
Common Councils and Joint Sessions 86
(1897), No. 2, § 12

675-679

211

1890

Charter and Ordinances of the City of New
Haven, Together With Legislative Acts
Affecting Said City 164 (1890), § 192

680-682

212

1890

1890 Ga. Laws 38, ch. 131, § 2, pt. 16

683-685

213

1890

890 La. Acts 39, ch. 46

686-688

214

1890

John Prentiss Poe (Editor), The Baltimore
City Code, Containing the Public Local
Laws of Maryland Relating to the City of
Baltimore, and the Ordinances of the
Mayor and City Council, in Force on the
First Day of November, 1891, With a
Supplement, Containing the Public Local
Laws Relating to the City of Baltimore,
Passed at the Session of 1892 of the
General Assembly, and Also the
Ordinances of the Mayor and City
Council, Passed at the Session of 1891-92,
and of 1892—1893, Up To the Summer
Recess of 1893 297-98 (1893), § 742A

689

215

1890

W. J. Connell (Editor), The Revised
Ordinances of the City of Omaha,
Nebraska, Embracing All Ordinances of a

690-692

20
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General Nature in Force April 1, 1890,
Together With the Charter for
Metropolitan Cities, the Constitution of the
United States and the Constitution of the
State of Nebraska 34445 (1890), § 10

216 1890 Will T. Little et al. (Editors), The Statutes of 693-696
Oklahoma, 1890, 475-76 (1891), §§ 18—
19
217 1890 Will T. Little et al. (Editors), The Statutes of 697-700
Oklahoma, 1890, 495-96 (1891), art. 47,
§§ 1-2, 10
218 1890 General Laws Relating to Incorporated 701
Towns of Indian Territory 49 (1890), No.
11,83
219 1891 Jener W. Nielson (Editor), Charter and 703-705
Ordinances of the City of Fresno,
California 52 (1916), No. 221, § 8
220 1891 Iener W. Nielson (Editor), Charter and 706-708
Ordinances of the City of Fresno,
California 58 (1916), No. 221, § 53
221 1891 1891 Mich. Pub. Acts 408-09, No. 257, § 15 709-712
222 1891 1891 N.D. Laws 193-94, ch. 70, § 1 713-716
223 1891 John A. Warth (Editor), Code of West 717-720
Virginia (Third Edition) 915-16 (1891),
ch. 148, § 7
224 1892 1892 Ala. Laws 183, No. 95 721-723
225 1892 1892 Ga. Laws 25, ch. 133, § 2, pt. 16 724-727
226 1892 Albert R. Heilig (Editor), Ordinances of the 728-731

City of Tacoma, Washington 333-34
(1892), No. 134

21
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Page ID

227

1893

1893 Ariz. Sess. Laws 3, § 1

732-735

228

1893

Revised Statutes of the State of Delaware, of
Eight Hundred and Fifty-Two, As They
Have Since Been Amended, Together with
the Additional Laws of a Public and
General Nature, Which Have Been
Enacted Since the Publication of the
Revised Code of Eighteen Fifty-Two, to the
Year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Ninety-Three, to Which Are
Added the Constitutions of the United
States and of this State, the Declaration of
Independence, and Appendix 987 (1893),
ch. 548

736-738

229

1893

1893 N.C. L. 468-69, ch. 514

739-742

230

1893

1893 R.I. Pub. Laws 231, ch. 1180, § 1

743-746

231

1893

Claude Waller (Editor), Digest of the
Ordinances of the City of Nashville, to
Which are Prefixed the State Laws
Incorporating, and Relating to, the City,
With an Appendix Containing Various
Grants and Franchises 364—65 (1893),
§ 738

747-749

232

1893

A. McMicken (Editor), The Revised
Ordinances of the City of Rawlins, Carbon
County, Wyoming 131-32 (1893), § 1

750

233

1895

The Revised Codes of the State of North
Dakota, 1895, Together with the
Constitution of the United States and of the
State of North Dakota With the
Amendments Thereto 1259 (1895), § 7094

751-753

234

1895

The Revised Codes of the State of North
Dakota, 1895, Together with the

Constitution of the United States and of the

754-756

22
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State of North Dakota With the
Amendments Thereto 1293 (1895),
§§ 7312-13

235

1895

Charter and Ordinances of the City of
Barre, Vermont 53 (1904), ch. 16, § 18

757-758

236

1896

Penal Laws of the Hawaiian Islands, 1897,
Compiled From the Penal Code of 1869
and the Session Laws of 1870 to 1896
Inclusive 251 (1897), ch. 54

759-761

237

1896

1896 Miss. L. 109-10, ch. 104

762-765

238

1896

General Laws of the State of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations to Which Are
Prefixed the Constitutions of the United
States and of the State 101011 (1896), ch.
282, §§ 23-24, 26

766-769

239

1896

Rose M. Denny (Editor), The Municipal
Code of the City of Spokane, Washington,
Comprising the Ordinances of the City
(Excepting Ordinances Establishing Street
Grades) Revised to October 22, 1896 309—
10 (1896), No. A544, § 1

770-772

240

1897

William L. Martin (Editor), The Code of
Alabama, Adopted by Act of the General
Assembly of the State of Alabama,
Approved February 16, 1897 1137 (Vol. 1
1897), § 27

773-776

241

1897

Charles S. Shepherd (Editor), The General
Ordinances of the City of Saint Joseph (A
City of the Second Class) Embracing All
Ordinances of General Interest In Force
July 15, 1897, Together With the Laws of
the State of Missouri of a General Nature
Applicable to the City of St. Joseph 508
(1897),§ 7

781-782

23
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Page ID

242

1897

1897 Tex. Gen. Laws 221-22, ch. 155

787-790

243

1897

Richard A. Ballinger (Editor), Ballinger’s
Annotated Codes and Statutes of
Washington, Showing All Statutes in
Force, Including the Session Laws of 1897
195657 (Vol. 2, 1897), § 7084

783-786

244

1898

1898 Ga. Laws 60, No. 106

795-797

245

1898

The Charter of Oregon City, Oregon,
Together with the Ordinances and Rules of
Order 259 (1898), § 2

798

246

1899

Fred F. Barker (Editor), Compilation of the
Acts of Congress and Treaties Relating to
Alaska From March 30, 1867, to March 3,
1905 139, ch. 6,§ 117

800

247

1899

Compiled Ordinances of the City of
Fairfield, Clay County, Nebraska 34
(1899), No. 20, § 1

789

248

1899

Theodore Harris (Editor), Charter and
Ordinances of the City of San Antonio.
Comprising All Ordinances of a General
Character in Force August 7th 220 (1899),
ch.22,84

803

249

1900

William H. Baily (Editor), The Revised
Ordinances of Nineteen Hundred of the
City of Des Moines, lowa 89-90 (1900),
§ 209

804-806

250

1900

1900 N.Y. Laws 458-59, ch. 222, § 1

807-810

251

1901

1901 Ariz. Sess. Laws 1251-53, §§ 381,
385,390

811-815

252

1901

1901 Utah Laws 97-98, ch. 96, §§ 1-3

816-818

24
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253 1903 W. F. Wilson (Editor), Wilson’s Revised & 819-821
Annotated Statutes of Oklahoma 643
(1903), ch. 25, art. 45, § 583
254 1903 G. C. Moody et al. (Editors), The Revised 822-825
Codes, State of South Dakota 1150 (1903)
§§ 470,471
255 1905 1905 Ind. Acts 677, ch. 169, § 410 826-828
256 1905 1905 Ind. Acts 687, ch. 169, § 448 829-832
257 1905 1905 Ind. Acts 687-88, ch. 169, § 449 829-832
258 1905 1905 N.J. Laws 324-25,ch. 172, § 1 833-836
259 1908 1908 N.Y. Laws 242, ch. 93, § 1 837-840
260 1908 1908 R.I. Pub. Laws 145, ch. 1572, § 1 841-843
261 1909 1909 Idaho Sess. Laws 6, No. 62, § 1 844-846
262 1909 1909 S.D. Sess. Laws 450, ch. 240, §§ 21— 847-849
22
263 1909 1909 Wash. Sess. Laws 97273, ch. 249, 850-853
§ 265
264 1909 1909 Wash. Sess. Laws 973, ch. 249, § 266 850-853
265 1911 1911 N.Y. Laws 442, ch. 195, § 1 854-859
266 1911 1911 N.Y. Laws 442-43, ch. 195, § 1 854-859
267 1912 1912 Vt. Acts & Resolves 261, No. 201, 860-863
§ 17
268 1913 1913 Fla. Laws 117, ch. 6621, § 8 864-866
269 1913 1913 Haw. Sess. Laws 25, Act 22 867-868

25
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270 1913 1913 Towa Acts 307, ch. 297,8§§ 1, 2 869-873
271 1913 1913 N.Y. Laws 1627-30, ch. 608, § 1 874-879
272 1915 1915 N.H. Laws 180-81, ch. 133, pt. 2, § 18 880-883
273 1915 1915 N.D. Laws 96, ch. 83, §§ 1-3, 5 884-886
274 1917 1917 Cal. Stat. 221, ch. 145, § 1 887-892
275 1917 1917 Cal. Stat. 221, ch. 145, § 2 887-892
276 1917 1917 Cal. Stat. 222, ch. 145, § 5 887-892
277 1917 Hugh McIndoe, Editor, Joplin Code of 1917 895-896
550 (1917), art. 67, § 1201
278 1917 1917 N.C. Sess. Laws 309, ch. 209, § 1 897-898
279 1917 1917 Or. Sess. Laws 807-08, ch. 377, § 7 899-905
280 1920 1920 N.J. Laws 67, ch. 31, § 9 906-916
281 1923 1923 Cal. Stat. 696, ch. 339, § 1 917-925
282 1923 1923 Mo. Laws 241-42, § 17 926-929
283 1923 1923 S.C. Acts 221 930-932
284 1923 1923 Vt. Acts & Resolves 127, No. 130, § 1 933-934
285 1925 1925 Nev. Stat., ch. 47, § 1 935-937
286 1925 1925 Or. Laws 42, ch. 31, §§ 1-2 938-940
287 1925 1925 W. Va. Acts 25-30,ch. 3, § 7, pt. a 941-951
288 1925 1925 W. Va. Acts 30-31,ch.3,§ 7,pt. b 941-951
289 1925 1925 W. Va. Acts 30-31,ch.3,§ 7, pt. b 941-951

26
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290 1927 1927 Cal. Stat. 938, ch. 552, §§ 1-2 952-954
291 1927 1927 Ga. Laws 83, No. 398, § 2, 9 86 955-957
292 1927 1927 Ind. Acts 469, ch. 156, § 1 958-961
293 1927 1927 Ind. Acts 469, ch. 156, § 2 958-961
294 1927 1927 Towa Acts 201, §§ 1-2 961-964
295 1927 1927 Md. Laws 156, ch. 117, § 388-B 965-967
296 1927 1927 Mass. Acts 416, ch. 326, § 5 968-972
297 1927 1927 Mass. Acts 413, ch. 326, §§ 1-2 968-972
298 1927 1927 Mich. Pub. Acts 888—-89, No. 372, § 3 973-980
299 1927 1927 Mich. Pub. Acts 888—-89, No. 372, § 3 973-980
300 1927 1927 N.J. Laws 180-81, ch. 95, §§ 1-2 981-984
301 1927 1927 N.J. Laws 742, ch. 321, § 1 985-995
302 1927 1927 N.J. Laws 743, ch. 321, § 2 985-95
303 1927 1927 R.1. Pub. Laws 256, ch. 1052, §§ 1, 4, 996-1003
5,6
304 1927 1927 R. I. Pub. Laws 256, ch. 1052, §§ 1, 4, 996-1003
7,8
305 1927 1927 R.1. Pub. Laws 256, ch. 1052, §§ 1, 3 996-1003
306 1929 1929 Ind. Acts 139, ch. 55, § 1 1004-1006
307 1929 1929 Mich. Pub. Acts 529, No. 206 1007-1010
308 1929 1929 Mich. Pub. Acts 529, No. 206 1007-1010
309 1929 1929 Mo. Laws 170 1011-1012

27
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310 1929 1929 Neb. Laws 673-74, ch. 190, §§ 1-2 1013-1016
311 1929 1929 Pa. Laws 777-78, No. 329,88 1, 4 1017-1019
312 1929 1929 Pa. Laws 777-78, No. 329, § 3 1017-1019
313 1929 1928-1929 Wis. Sess. Laws 157, ch. 132, 1020-1024

§1
314 1931 1931 Del. Laws 813, ch. 249, § 1 1025-1027
315 1931 1931 I1l. Laws 452—-53, Machine Guns, 1028-1031

§§ 12
316 1931 1931 Ill. Laws 454, Machine Guns, § 7 1028-1031
317 1931 1931 Mich. Pub. Acts 671, ch. 37, § 236 1032-1035
318 1931 1931 N.Y. Laws 1033, ch. 435, § 1 1036-1038
319 1931 1931 N.D. Laws 305-06, ch. 178, §§ 1-2 1039-1042
320 1931 1931 S.C. Acts 78, No. 58, § 1 1043-1046
321 1932 An Act To Control The Possession, Sale, 1047-1052

Transfer And Use Of Pistols And Other

Dangerous Weapons In The District Of

Columbia, To Provide Penalties, To

Prescribe Rules Of Evidence, And For

Other Purposes, 47 Stat. 650 (1932), ch.

465,88 1,8
322 1932 1932 La. Acts 337-38, No. 79, §§ 1-2 1053-1057
323 1933 1933 Cal. Stat. 1170, ch. 450, § 2 1058-1061
324 1933 1933 Fla. Laws 623, ch. 16111, § 1 1062-1065
325 1933 1933 Haw. Sess. Laws 117, No. 120, § 2 1066-1069
326 1933 1933 Kan. Sess. Laws 76, ch. 62, §§ 1-3 1070-1074

[\
o0

28




Case 8:17-cv-00746-JLS-JDE Document 152 Filed 05/26/23 Page 29 of 213 Page ID

O© &0 39 O »n =~ W NN =

N NN N N N N N N M= e e e e e e e
0 I O L AN WD = O O 0N NN DN WD = o

#:11448

327 1933 1933 Minn. Laws 231-33, ch. 190, §§ 1-3 1075-1078
328 1933 1933 N.Y. Laws 1638-39, ch. 805,88 1,3 1079-1082
329 1933 1933 Ohio Laws 189-90, No. 64, § 1 1083-1087
330 1933 1933 Or. Laws 489, ch. 315, §§ 34 1088-1091
331 1933 1933 Or. Laws 488, ch. 315, § 2 1088-1091
332 1933 1933 S.D. Sess. Laws 245-47, ch. 206, 1092-1095
§§ 1-8
333 1933 1933 Tex. Gen. Laws 219-20, ch. 82, §§ 1- 1096-1098
4, 6
334 1933 1933 Wash. Sess. Laws 335-36, ch. 64, 1099-1101
§§ 1-5
335 1933 1931-1933 Wis. Sess. Laws 24547, ch. 76, | 1102-1106
§ 1, pts. 164.01-164.06
336 1933 1931-1933 Wis. Sess. Laws 778, ch. 359, 1107-1110
§1
337 1934 National Firearms Act of 1934, 48 Stat. 1236 | 1111-1116
(1934)
338 1934 1934 N.J. Laws 394-95, ch. 155, §§ 1-5 1117-1120
339 1934 1934 S.C. Acts 1288, No. 731, §§ 1-6 1121-1124
340 1934 1934 Va. Acts 137-39, ch. 96, §§ 1-7 1125-1129
GUNPOWDER STORAGE LAWS
341 1783 17821783 Mass. Acts 120, ch. 46 1131-1133
342 1784 1784 N.Y. Laws 627, ch. 28 1134-1138
343 1792 Thomas Greenleaf (Editor), Laws of the 1139-1142

29
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State of New York, Comprising the
Constitution, and the Acts of the
Legislature, since the Revolution, from the
First to the Fifteenth Session, Inclusive
191-92 (1792)

344

1821

1821 Me. Laws 98, ch. 25, § 1

1143-1146

345

1823

The Act of Incorporation, and the
Ordinances and Regulations of the Town
of Marietta, Washington County, Ohio 17—
18 (1837)

1147

346

1836

1836 Conn. Acts 105, ch. 1, § 20

1148-1153

347

1851

Joseph E. Gary (Editor), Laws and
Ordinances Governing the City of Chicago
239 (1866),ch. 11, § 1

1154-1155

348

1858

Henry John Horn (Editor), The Charter and
Ordinances of the City of St. Paul,
Together with Legislative Acts Relating to
the City, and the State Constitution, in an
Appendix 113 (1858), ch. 21, §§ 1-5

1156-1159

349

1881

1881 Wash. Sess. Laws 76, ch. 6, § 34,
pt. 15

1160-1163

350

1917

An Act To Prohibit the Manufacture,
Distribution, Storage, Use, and Possession
in Time of War of Explosives, Proving
Regulations for the Safe Manufacture,
Distribution, Storage, Use, and Possession
of the Same, and for Other Purposes, 40
Stat. 385 (1917), ch. 83

1164-1170

30
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20 Ric. 2, 93, ch. 1 (1396)

First, whereas in a Statute made the Seventh Year of the Reign of the King that now is, it is ordained and assented, That no
Man shall ride armed within the Realm, against the form of the Statute of Northampton thereupon made, nor with
Launcegays within the same Realm, and that the said Launcegays shall by utterly put out within the said Realm, as a Thing
prohibited by the King, upon Pain of Forfeiture of the same Launcegays, Armours, or any other Harness, in the Hands and
Possession of them that bear them, form henceforth within the same Realm against the same Statutes and Ordinances
without the King’s special License. Our Lord the King, considering the great clamour made to him in this present
Parliament, because that the said Statute is not holden, hath ordained and established in the said Parliament, That the said
Statutes shall be fully holden and kept, and duly executed; and that the said Launcegayes shall be clear put out upon the Pain
contained in the said Statute of Northampton, and also to make Fine and Ransom to the King. And moreover, that no Lord,
Knight nor other, little nor great, shall go nor ride by Night nor by Day armed, nor bear [Sallet] nor Skull of Iron, nor [of]
other Armour, upon the pain aforesaid; save and except the King’s Officers and Ministers in doing their Office. And
Moreover, the King will and hath ordained, that the statute made the First Year of his Reign, of Liveries of Hats, shall be
holden and kept upon the pain contined in the same Statute, and upon Pain to be imprisoned, and make Fine and Ransom of
the King.
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Bill of Rights [1688]

1688 CHAPTER 2 1 Will and Mar Sess 2

An Act declareing the Rights and Liberties of the Subject and Setleing the Succession of the Crowne.

X1Whereas the Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Comons assembled at Westminster lawfully fully and freely representing all the Estates of the People of this Realme did upon the
thirteenth day of February in the yeare of our Lord one thousand six hundred eighty eight present unto their Majesties then called and known by the Names and Stile of William and
Mary Prince and Princesse of Orange being present in their proper Persons a certaine Declaration in Writeing made by the said Lords and Comons in the Words following viz

The Heads of Declaration of Lords and Commons, recited.

Whereas the late King James the Second by the Assistance of diverse evill Councellors Judges and Ministers imployed by him did endeavour to subvert and extirpate the Protestant
Religion and the Lawes and Liberties of this Kingdome.

Dispensing and Suspending Power.

By Assumeing and Exerciseing a Power of Dispensing with and Suspending of Lawes and the Execution of Lawes without Consent of Parlyament.
Committing Prelates.

By Committing and Prosecuting diverse Worthy Prelates for humbly Petitioning to be excused from Concurring to the said Assumed Power.

Ecclesiastical Commission.

By issueing and causeing to be executed a Commission under the Great Seale for Erecting a Court called The Court of Commissioners for Ecclesiasticall Causes.
Levying Money.

By Levying Money for and to the Use of the Crowne by pretence of Prerogative for other time and in other manner then the same was granted by Parlyament.
Standing Army.

By raising and keeping a Standing Army within this Kingdome in time of Peace without Consent of Parlyament and Quartering Soldiers contrary to Law.
Disarming Protestants, &c.

By causing severall good Subjects being Protestants to be disarmed at the same time when Papists were both Armed and Imployed contrary to Law.
Violating Elections.

By Violating the Freedome of Election of Members to serve in Parlyament.

lllegal Prosecutions.

By Prosecutions in the Court of Kings Bench for Matters and Causes cognizable onely in Parlyament and by diverse other Arbitrary and lllegall Courses.
Juries.

And whereas of late yeares Partiall Corrupt and Unqualifyed Persons have beene returned and served on Juryes in Tryalls and particularly diverse Jurors in Tryalls for High Treason
which were not Freeholders,

Excessive Bail.

And excessive Baile hath beene required of Persons committed in Criminall Cases to elude the Benefitt of the Lawes made for the Liberty of the Subjects.
Fines.

And excessive Fines have beene imposed.

Punishments.

And illegall and cruell Punishments inflicted.

Grants of Fines, &c. before Conviction, &c.

And severall Grants and Promises made of Fines and Forfeitures before any Conviction or Judgement against the Persons upon whome the same were to be levyed. All which are
utterly directly contrary to the knowne Lawes and Statutes and Freedome of this Realme.

Recital that the late King James Il. had abdicated the Government, and that the Throne was vacant, and that the Prince of Orange had written Letters to the Lords and
Commons for the choosing Representatives in Parliament.
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And whereas the said late King James the Second haveing Abdicated the Governngr;tja%Q%rone being thereby Vacant His [X2Hignesse] the Prince of Orange (whome it hath
pleased Almighty God to make the glorious Instrument of Delivering this Kingdome from Popery and Arbitrary Power) did (by the Advice of the Lords Spirituall and Temporall and
diverse principall Persons of the Commons) cause Letters to be written to the Lords Spirituall and Temporall being Protestants and other Letters to the severall Countyes Cityes
Universities Burroughs and Cinque Ports for the Choosing of such Persons to represent them as were of right to be sent to Parlyament to meete and sitt at Westminster upon the two
and twentyeth day of January in this Yeare one thousand six hundred eighty and eight in order to such an Establishment as that their Religion Lawes and Liberties might not againe
be in danger of being Subverted, Upon which Letters Elections haveing beene accordingly made.

The Subject’s Rights.

And thereupon the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons pursuant to their respective Letters and Elections being now assembled in a full and free Representative of this
Nation takeing into their most serious Consideration the best meanes for attaining the Ends aforesaid Doe in the first place (as their Auncestors in like Case have usually done) for
the Vindicating and Asserting their auntient Rights and Liberties, Declare

Dispensing Power.

That the pretended Power of Suspending of Laws or the Execution of Laws by Regall Authority without Consent of Parlyament is illegall.

Late dispensing Power.

That the pretended Power of Dispensing with Laws or the Execution of Laws by Regall Authoritie as it hath beene assumed and exercised of late is illegall.

Ecclesiastical Courts illegal.

That the Commission for erecting the late Court of Commissioners for Ecclesiasticall Causes and all other Commissions and Courts of like nature are lllegall and Pernicious.
Levying Money.

That levying Money for or to the Use of the Crowne by pretence of Prerogative without Grant of Parlyament for longer time or in other manner then the same is or shall be granted is
lllegall.

Right to petition.

That it is the Right of the Subjects to petition the King and all Commitments and Prosecutions for such Petitioning are lllegall.

Standing Army.

That the raising or keeping a standing Army within the Kingdome in time of Peace unlesse it be with Consent of Parlyament is against Law.
Subjects’ Arms.

That the Subjects which are Protestants may have Arms for their Defence suitable to their Conditions and as allowed by Law.

Freedom of Election.

That Election of Members of Parlyament ought to be free.

Freedom of Speech.

That the Freedome of Speech and Debates or Proceedings in Parlyament ought not to be impeached or questioned in any Court or Place out of Parlyament.
Excessive Bail.

That excessive Baile ought not to be required nor excessive Fines imposed nor cruell and unusuall Punishments inflicted.

Juries.

That Jurors ought to be duely impannelled and returned . . . F1

Grants of Forfeitures.

That all Grants and Promises of Fines and Forfeitures of particular persons before Conviction are illegall and void.

Frequent Parliaments.

And that for Redresse of all Grievances and for the amending strengthening and preserveing of the Lawes Parlyaments ought to be held frequently.
The said Rights claimed. Tender of the Crown. Regal Power exercised. Limitation of the Crown.

And they doe Claime Demand and Insist upon all and singular the Premises as their undoubted Rights and Liberties and that noe Declarations Judgements Doeings or Proceedings
to the Prejudice of the People in any of the said Premisses ought in any wise to be drawne hereafter into Consequence or Example. To which Demand of their Rights they are
particularly encouraged by the Declaration of this Highnesse the Prince of Orange as being the onely meanes for obtaining a full Redresse and Remedy therein. Haveing therefore an
intire Confidence That his said Highnesse the Prince of Orange will perfect the Deliverance soe farr advanced by him and will still preserve them from the Violation of their Rights
which they have here asserted and from all other Attempts upon their Religion Rights and Liberties. The said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons assembled at Westminster
doe Resolve That William and Mary Prince and Princesse of Orange be and be declared King and Queene of England France and Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging to
hold the Crowne and Royall Dignity of the said Kingdomes and Dominions to them the said Prince and Princesse dureing their Lives and the Life of the Survivour of them And that the
sole and full Exercise of the Regall Power be onely in and executed by the said Prince of Orange in the Names of the said Prince and Princesse dureing their joynt Lives And after
their Deceases the said Crowne and Royall Dignitie of the said Kingdoms and Dominions to be to the Heires of the Body of the said Princesse And for default of such Issue to the
Princesse Anne of Denmarke and the Heires of her Body And for default of such Issue to the Heires of the Body of the said Prince of Orange. And the Lords Spirituall and Temporall
and Commons doe pray the said Prince and (X3) Princesse to accept the same accordingly.

New Oaths of Allegiance, &c.

And that the Oathes hereafter mentioned be taken by all Persons of whome the Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy might be required by Law instead of them And that the said
Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy be abrogated.

Allegiance.
| A B doe sincerely promise and sweare That | will be faithfull and beare true Allegiance to their Majestyes King William and Queene Mary Soe helpe me God.
Supremacy.

| A B doe sweare That | doe from my Heart Abhorr, Detest and Abjure as Impious and Hereticall this damnable Doctrine and Position That Princes Excommunicated or Deprived by
the Pope or any Authority of the See of Rome may be deposed or murdered by their Subjects or any other whatsoever. And | doe declare That noe Forreigne Prince Person Prelate,
State or Potentate hath or ought to have any Jurisdiction Power Superiority Preeminence or Authoritie Ecclesiasticall or Spirituall within this Realme Soe helpe me God.
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Acceptance of the Crown. The Two Houses to sit. Subjects’ Liberties to be alﬁ;\lg,-éiﬁ%inisters hereafter to serve according to the same. William and Mary declared
King and Queen. Limitation of the Crown. Papists debarred the Crown. Every King, &c. shall make the Declaration of 30 Car. Il. If under 12 Years old, to be done after
Attainment thereof. King’s and Queen’s Assent

Upon which their said Majestyes did accept the Crowne and Royall Dignitie of the Kingdoms of England France and Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging according to the
Resolution and Desire of the said Lords and Commons contained in the said Declaration. And thereupon their Majestyes were pleased That the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall
and Commons being the two Houses of Parlyament should continue to sitt and with their Majesties Royall Concurrence make effectuall Provision for the Setlement of the Religion
Lawes and Liberties of this Kingdome soe that the same for the future might not be in danger againe of being subverted, To which the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and
Commons did agree and proceede to act accordingly. Now in pursuance of the Premisses the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons in Parlyament assembled for the
ratifying confirming and establishing the said Declaration and the Articles Clauses Matters and Things therein contained by the Force of a Law made in due Forme by Authority of
Parlyament doe pray that it may be declared and enacted That all and singular the Rights and Liberties asserted and claimed in the said Declaration are the true auntient and
indubitable Rights and Liberties of the People of this Kingdome and soe shall be esteemed allowed adjudged deemed and taken to be and that all and every the particulars aforesaid
shall be firmly and strictly holden and observed as they are expressed in the said Declaration And all Officers and Ministers whatsoever shall serve their Majestyes and their
Successors according to the same in all times to come. And the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons seriously considering how it hath pleased Almighty God in his
marvellous Providence and mercifull Goodness to this Nation to provide and preserve their said Majestyes Royall Persons most happily to Raigne over us upon the Throne of their
Auncestors for which they render unto him from the bottome of their Hearts their humblest Thanks and Praises doe truely firmely assuredly and in the Sincerity of their Hearts thinke
and doe hereby recognize acknowledge and declare That King James the Second haveing abdicated the Government and their Majestyes haveing accepted the Crowne and Royall
Dignity [X4as] aforesaid Their said Majestyes did become were are and of right ought to be by the Lawes of this Realme our Soveraigne Liege Lord and Lady King and Queene of
England France and Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging in and to whose Princely Persons the Royall State Crowne and Dignity of the said Realmes with all Honours
Stiles Titles Regalities Prerogatives Powers Jurisdictions and Authorities to the same belonging and appertaining are most fully rightfully and intirely invested and incorporated united
and annexed And for preventing all Questions and Divisions in this Realme by reason of any pretended Titles to the Crowne and for preserveing a Certainty in the Succession thereof
in and upon which the Unity Peace Tranquillity and Safety of this Nation doth under God wholly consist and depend The said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons doe
beseech their Majestyes That it may be enacted established and declared That the Crowne and Regall Government of the said Kingdoms and Dominions with all and singular the
Premisses thereunto belonging and appertaining shall bee and continue to their said Majestyes and the Survivour of them dureing their Lives and the Life of the Survivour of them
And that the entire perfect and full Exercise of the Regall Power and Government be onely in and executed by his Majestie in the Names of both their Majestyes dureing their joynt
Lives And after their deceases the said Crowne and Premisses shall be and remaine to the Heires of the Body of her Majestie and for default of such Issue to her Royall Highnesse
the Princess Anne of Denmarke and the Heires of her Body and for default of such Issue to the Heires of the Body of his said Majestie And thereunto the said Lords Spirituall and
Temporall and Commons doe in the Name of all the People aforesaid most humbly and faithfully submitt themselves their Heires and Posterities for ever and doe faithfully promise
That they will stand to maintaine and defend their said Majesties and alsoe the Limitation and Succession of the Crowne herein specified and contained to the utmost of their Powers
with their Lives and Estates against all Persons whatsoever that shall attempt any thing to the contrary. And whereas it hath beene found by Experience that it is inconsistent with the
Safety and Welfaire of this Protestant Kingdome to be governed by a Popish Prince F2... the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons doe further pray that it may be
enacted That all and every person and persons that is are or shall be reconciled to or shall hold Communion with the See or Church of Rome or shall professe the Popish Religion
F3 .. shall be excluded and be for ever uncapeable to inherit possesse or enjoy the Crowne and Government of this Realme and Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging or
any part of the same or to have use or exercise any Regall Power Authoritie or Jurisdiction within the same [X5And in all and every such Case or Cases the People of these
Realmes shall be and are hereby absolved of their AIIegiance] And the said Crowne and Government shall from time to time descend to and be enjoyed by such person or persons
being Protestants as should have inherited and enjoyed the same in case the said person or persons soe reconciled holding Communion or Professing F4_ as aforesaid were
naturally dead [XGAnd that every King and Queene of this Realme who at any time hereafter shall come to and succeede in the Imperiall Crowne of this Kingdome shall on the first
day of the meeting of the first Parlyament next after his or her comeing to the Crowne sitting in his or her Throne in the House of Peeres in the presence of the Lords and Commons
therein assembled or at his or her Coronation before such person or persons who shall administer the Coronation Oath to him or her at the time of his or her takeing the said Oath
(which shall first happen) make subscribe and audibly repeate the Declaration mentioned in the Statute made in the thirtyeth yeare of the Raigne of King Charles the Second
Entituled An Act for the more effectuall Preserveing the Kings Person and Government by disableing Papists from sitting in either House of Parlyament But if it shall happen that such
King or Queene upon his or her Succession to the Crowne of this Realme shall be under the Age of twelve yeares then every such King or Queene shall make subscribe and audibly
repeate the said Declaration at his or her Coronation or the first day of the meeting of the first Parlyament as aforesaid which shall first happen after such King or Queene shall have
attained the said Age of twelve yeares.] All which Their Majestyes are contented and pleased shall be declared enacted and established by authoritie of this present Parliament and
shall stand remaine and be the Law of this Realme for ever And the same are by their said Majesties by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spirituall and Temporall and
Commons in Parlyament assembled and by the authoritie of the same declared enacted and established accordingly

Editorial Information

X1 The Bill of Rights is assigned to the year 1688 on legislation.gov.uk (as it was previously in successive official editions of the revised statutes from which the online version is derived)
although the Act received Royal Assent on 16th December 1689. This follows the practice adopted in The Statutes of the Realm, Vol. VI (1819), in the Chronological Table in that volume
and all subsequent Chronological Tables of the Statutes, which attach all the Acts in 1 Will and Mar sess 2 to the year 1688. The first Parliament of William and Mary (the Convention
Parliament) convened on 13th February 1689 (1688 in the old style calendar - until 1st Jan 1752 the calendar year began on March 25th). It appears that all the Acts of that Parliament
(both sessions) were treated as being Acts of 1688 using the old method of reckoning, according to which, until 1793, all Acts passed in a session of Parliament with no specified
commencement date were deemed to be passed in the year in which that session began (see Acts of Parliament (Commencement) Act 1793 (c 13)). The Short Titles Act 1896 (c. 14)
gave to chapter 2 of 1 Will and Mar sess 2 the title "The Bill of Rights", without attributing it to any calendar year. In the Republic of Ireland, the Short Titles Act 1896 (c 14) has been
amended to add "1688" to the short title of The Bill of Rights as it continues to have effect there (see Statute Law Revision Act 2007, Act of the Oireachtas No 28 of 2007, s 5(a)).

X2 Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: Highnesse O. [O. refers to a collection in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge]
X3 Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: and O. [O. refers to a collection in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge]

X4 interlined on the Roll.

X5 annexed to the Original Act in a separate Schedule.

X6 annexed to the Original Act in a separate Schedule.

Textual Amendments

F1 Words repealed by (E.W.) Juries Act 1825 (c. 50), s. 62 and (N.I.) Statute Law Revision Act 1950 (c. 6), Sch. 1

F2 Words in s. 1 omitted (26.3.2015) by virtue of Succession to the Crown Act 2013 (c. 20), s. 5, Sch. para. 2(a) (with Sch. para. 5); S.I. 2015/894, art. 2
F3 Words in s. 1 omitted (26.3.2015) by virtue of Succession to the Crown Act 2013 (c. 20), s. 5, Sch. para. 2(b) (with Sch. para. 5); S.I. 2015/894, art. 2
F4 Words in s. 1 omitted (26.3.2015) by virtue of Succession to the Crown Act 2013 (c. 20), s. 5, Sch. para. 2(c) (with Sch. para. 5); S.I. 2015/894, art. 2

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Short title "The Bill of Rights" given by Short Titles Act 1896 (c. 14), Sch. 1
c2 Act declared to be a Statute by Crown and Parliament Recognition Act 1689 (c. 1)
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S. 1 amended by Accession Declaration Act 1910 (c. 29), s. 1
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COMMENTARIES

ON THE

LAWS OF ENGLAND.

BOOK THE FIRST.

OF THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS.

CHAPTER THE FIRST.

OF THE ABSOLUTE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS.

THE objects of the laws of England are fo very numerous and extenfive, that, in order to confider them with any tolerable eafe and perfpicuity, it will be neceffary to
diftribute them methodically, under proper and diftinct heads ; avoiding as much as poffible divifions too large and comprehemive on the one hand, and too trifling and
minute on the other ; both of which are equally productive of confufion.

NOW.

P 118
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NOW, as municipal law is a rule of civil conduct, commanding what is right, and prohibiting what is wrong ; or, as Cicero 9, and after him our Bracton ®, has
expreffed it, fanctio jufta, jubens honefta et prohibens contraria ; it follows, that the primary and principal objects of the law are RIGHTS, and WRONGS. In the

profecution therefore of thefe commentaries, | fhall follow this very fimple and obvious divifion ; and fhall in the firft place confider the rights that are commanded, and
fecondly the wrongs that are forbidden by the laws of England.

RIGHTS are however liable to another fubdivifion ; being either, firft, thofe which concern, and are annexed to the perfons of men, and are then called jura
perfonarum or the rights of perfons ; or they are, fecondly, fuch as a man may acquire over external objects, or things unconnected with his perfon, which are ftiled jura
rerum or the rights of things. Wrongs alfo are divifible into, firft, prvate wrongs, which, being an infringement merely of particular rights, concern individuals only, and
are called civil injuries ; and fecondly, public wrongs, which, being a breach of general and public rights, affect the whole community, and are called crimes and

mifdemefnors.

THE objects of the laws of England falling into this fourfold divifion, the prefent commentaries will therefore confift of the four following parts : 1. The rights of
perfons ; with the means whereby fuch rights may be either acquired or loft. 2. The rights of things ; with the means alfo of acquiring and lofing them. 3. Private wrongs,
or civil injuries ; with the means of redreffing them by law. 4. Public wrongs, or crimes and mifdemefnors ; with the means of prevention and punifhment.

WE are now, firft, to confider the rights of perfons ; with the means of acquiring and lofing them.
{FS}

11 Philipp. 12.

bl.1.c.3.

A{FE}

NOwW
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the rights of perfons that are commanded to be obferved by the municipal law are of two forts ; firft, fuch as are due from every citizen, which are ufually called civil

duties ; and, fecondly, fuch as belong to him, which is the more popular acceptation of rights or jura. Both may indeed be comprized in this latter divifion ; for, as all
focial duties are of a relative nature, at the fame time that they are due from one man, or fet of men, they muft alfo be due to another. But | apprehend it will be more
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clear and eafy, to confider many of them as duties required from, rather than as rights belonging to, particular perfons. Thus, for inftance, allegiance is ufually, and
therefore as the duty of the magiftrate ; and yet they are, reciprocally, the rights as well as duties of each other. Allegiance is the right of the magiftrate, and protection
the right of the people.

PERSONS alfo are divided by the law into either natural perfons, or artificial. Natural perfons are fuch as the God of nature formed us : artificial are fuch as created
and devifed by human laws for the purpofes of fociety and government ; which are called corporations or bodies politic.

THE rights of perfons confidered in their natural capacities are alfo of two forts, abfolute, and relative. Abfolue, which are fuch as appertain and belong to particular
men, merely as individuals or fingle perfons : relative, which are incident to them as members of fociety, and ftanding in various relations to each other. The firft, that is,
abfolute rights, will be the fubject of the prefent chapter.

BY the abfolute rights of individuals we mean thofe which are fo in their primary and ftricteft fenfe; fuch as would belong to their perfons merely in a ftate of nature,
and which every man is intitled to enjoy whether out of fociety or in it. But with regard to the abfolute duties, which man is bound to perform con-

fidered
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fidered as a mere individual, it is not to be expected that any human municipal laws fhould at all explain or enforce them. For the end and intent of fuch laws being
only to regulate the behaviour of mankind, as they are members of fociety, and ftand in various relations to each other, they have confequently no bufinefs or concern
with any but focial or relative duties. Let a man therefore be ever fo abandoned in his principles, or vitious in his practice, provided he keeps his wickednefs to himfelf,
and does not offend againft the rules of public decency, he is out of the reach of human laws. But if he makes his vices public, though they be fuch as feem principally
to affect himfelf, (as drunkennefs, or the like) they then become, by the bad example they fet, of pernicious effects to fociety ; and therefore it is then the bufinefs of
human laws to correct them. Here the circumftance of publication is what alters the nature of the café. Public fobriety is a relative duty, and therefore enjoined by our
laws : private fobriety is an abfolute duty, which, whether it be performed or not, human tribunals can never know; and therefore they can never enforce it by any civil
fanction. But, with refpect to rights, the café is different. Human laws define and enforce as well thofe rights which belong to a man confidered as an individual, as thofe
which belong to him confidered as related to others.

FOR the principal aim of fociety is to protect individuals in the enjoyment of thofe abfolute rights, which were vefted in them by the immutable laws of nature ; but
which could not be preferved in peace without that mutual affiftance and intercourfe, which is gained by the inftitution of friendly and focial communities. Hence it
follows, that the firft and primary end of human laws is to formation of ftates and focieties : fo that to maintain and regulate thefe, is clearly a fubfequent confideration.
And therefore the principal view of human laws is, or ought always to be, to explain, protect, and enforce fuch rights as are

abfolute,
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abfolute, which in themfelves are few and fimple ; and, then, fuch rights as are relative, which arifing from a variety of connexions, will be far more numerous and
more complicated. Thefe will take up a greater fpace in any code of laws, and hence may appear to be more attended to, though in reality they are not, than the rights
of the former kind. Let us therefore proceed to examine how far all laws ought, and how far the laws of England actually do, take notice of thefe abfolute rights, and
provide for their lafting fecurity.

THE abfolute righs of man, confidered as a free agent, endowed with difcernment to known good from evil, and with power of choofing thofe meafures which
appear to him to be moft defirable, are ufually fumed up on one general appellation, and denominated the natural liberty of mankind. This natural liberty confifts
properly in a power of acting as one thinks fit, without any reftraint or control, unlefs by the law of nature : being a right inherent in a us by birth, and one of the gifts of
God to man at his creation, when he endued him with the faculty of freewill. But every man, when he enters into fociety, gives, up a part of his natural liberty, as the
price of fo valuable a purchafe ; and, in confideration of receiving the advantages of mutual commerce, obliges himfelf to conform to thofe laws, which the community
has tough proper to eftablifh. And this fpecies of legal obedience and conformity is infinitely more defirable, than that wild and favage liberty which is facrificed to obtain
it. For no man, that confiders a moment, would wifh to retain the abfolute and uncontrolled power of doing whatever he pleafes; the confequence of which is, that every
other man would alfo have the fame power ; and then there would be no fecurity to individuals in any of the enjoyments of life. Political therefore, or civil, liberty, which
is that of a member of fociety, is no other than natural liberty fo far reftrained by human laws (and no farther) as is neceffary and expedient for the general advantage of

the publick €. Hence we may collect that the law, which reftrains a

{FS}

C Facultas ejus, quod cuique facere libet, nifi quid jure prohibetur. Inft. 1. 3. 1.

{FE}

Q

man
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man from doing mifchief to his fellow citizens, though it diminifhes the natural, increafes the civil liberty of mankind : but every wanton and caufelefs reftraint of the
will of the fubject, whether practiced by a monarch, a nobility, or a popular affembly, is a degree of tyranny. Nay, that even laws themfelves, whether made with or

without our confent, if they regulate and conftrain our conduct in matters of mere indifference, without any good end in view, are laws deftructive of liberty : whereas if
any public advantage can arife from obferving fuch precepts, the control of our private inclinations, in one or two particular points, will conduce to preferve our general

freedom in others of more importance ; by fupporting that ftate, of fociety, which alone can fecure our independence. Thus the ftatute of king Edward IV 9, which forbad
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the fine gentlemen of thofe times (under the degree of a lord) to wear pikes upon their fhoes or boots of more than two inches in length, was a law that favoured of
oppreffion ; becaufe, however ridiculous the fafhion then in ufe might appear, the reftraining it by pecuniary penalties could ferve no purpofe of common utility. But the

ftatute of king Charles Il €, which prefcribes a thing feemingly as indifferent ; viz. a drefs for the dead, who are all ordered to be buried in woollen; is a law confiftent
with public liberty, for it encourages the ftaple trade, on which in great meafure depends the univerfal good of the nation. So that laws, wen prudently framed, are by no

means fubverfive but rather introductive of liberty ; for (as Mr Locke has well obferved f) where there is no law, there is no freedom. But then, on the other hand, that
conftitution or frame of government, that fyftem of laws, is alone calculated to maintain civil liberty, which leaves the fubject entire mafter of his own conduct, except in
thofe points wherein the public good requires fome direction or reftraint.

THE idea and practice of this political or civil liberty flourifh in their higheft vigour in thefe kingdoms, where it falls little
{FS}
43 Edw. IV. c. 5.

€30 Car Il ft. 1. c. 3.

fon Gov. p. 2. § 57.

{FE)

fhort
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fhort of perfection, and can only be loft or deftroyed by the folly or demerits of it's owner : the legiflature, and of courfe the laws of England, being peculiarly
adapted to the prefervation of this ineftimable bluffing even in the meaneft fubject. Very different from the modern conftitutions of other ftates, on the continent of
Europe, and from the genius of the imperial law ; which in general are calculated to veft an arbitrary and defpotic power of controlling the actions of the fubject in the
prince, or in a few grandees. And this fpirit of liberty is fo deeply implanted in our conftitution, and rooted even in our very foil, that a flave or a negro, the moment he

lands in England, falls under the protection of the laws, and with regard to all natural rights becomes eo inftanti a freeman 9.

THE abfolute rights of every Englifhman (which, taken in a political and extenfive fenfe, are ufually called their liberties) as they are founded on nature and reafon,
fo they are coeval with our form of government ; though fubject at times to fluctuate and change : their eftablifhment (excellent as it is) being ftill human. At fome times
we have feen them depreffed by overbearing and tyrannical princes; at others fo luxuriant as even to tend to anarchy, a worfe ftate than tyranny itfelf, as any
government is better than none at all. But the vigour of our free conftitution has always delivered the nation from thefe embaraffments, and, as foon as the convulfions
confequent on the ftruggle have been over, the balance of our rights and liberties has fettled to it's proper level; and their fundamental articles have been from time to
time afferted in parliament, as often as they were thought to be in danger.

FIRST, by the great charter of liberties, which was obtained, fword in hand, from king John ; and afterwards, with fome alterations, confirmed in parliament by king
Henry the third, his fon. Which charter contained very few new grants ; but, as fir Edward Coke N obferves, was for the moft part declaratory of the

{FS}
S Salk. 666.

N2 Inft. proem.

{FE}

Q2

principal
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principal grounds of the fundamental laws of England. Afterwards by the ftatute called confirmatio cartarum !, whereby the great charter is directed to be allowed as
the common law ; all judgments contrary to it are declared void ; copies of it are ordered to be fent to all cathedral churches, and read twice a year to the people ; and
fentence of excommunication is directed to be as conftantly denounced againft all thofe that by word, deed, or counfel act contrary thereto, or in any degree infringe it.

Next by a multitude of fubfequent corroborating ftatutes, (fir Edward Coke, | think, reckons thirty two K,) from the firft Edward to Henry the foruth. Then, after a long
interval, by the petition of right ; which was a parliamentary declaration of the liberties of the people , affented to by king Charles the firft in the beginning of his reign.
Which was clofely followed by the ftill more ample conceffions made by that unhappy prince to his parliament, before the fatal rupture between them ; and by the many
falutary laws, particularly the habeas corpus act, paffed under Charles the fecund. To thefe fucceeded the bill of rights, or declaration delivered by the lords and
commons to the prince and princefs of Orange 13 February 1688 ; and afterwards enacted in parliament, when they became king and queen : which declaration
concludes in thefe remarkable words ; “and they do claim, “demand, and infift upon all and fingular the premifes, as their “undoubted rights and liberties.” And the act of

parliament itfelf ' recognizes “all and fingular the rights and liberties afferted “and claimed in the faid declaration to be the true, antient, and “indubitable rights of the

people of this kingdom.” Lartly, thefe liberties wee again afferted at the commencement of the prefent century, in the act of fettlement ™, whereby the crown is limited to
his prefent majeft's illuftrious houfe, and fome new provifions were added at the fame fortunate aera for better fecuring our religion, laws, and liberties ; which the

ftatute declares to be “the birthright of the people of England,” according to the antient doctrine of the common law ".
{FS}
125 Edw. I.
K 2 Inft. proem.
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'1W.and M. ft. 2. c. 2.
m12&13W. lIl.c. 2.

" Plowd. 55.

A{FE}

THUS
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THUS much for the declaration of our rights and liberties. The rights themfelves thus defined by thefe feveral ftatutes , confift in a number of private immunities ;
which will appear, from what has been premifed, to be indeed no other, than either that refiduum of natural liberty, which is not required by the laws of fociety to be
facrificed to public convenience ; or elfe thofe civil privileges, which fociety hath engaged to provide, in lieu of the natural liberties fo given up by individuals. Thefe
therefore were formerly, either by inheritance or purchafe, the rights of all mankind ; but, in moft other countries of the world being now more or lefs debafed and
deftroyed, they at prefent may be faid to remain, in a peculiar and emphatical manner, the rights of the people of England. And thefe may be reduced to three principal
or primary articles ; the right of perfonal fecurity, the right of perfonal liberty ; and the right of private property : becaufe as there is no other known method of
compulfion, or of abridging man's natural free will, but by an infringment or diminution of one or other of thefe important righs, the prefervation of thefe, inviolate, may
juftly be faid to include the prefervation of our civil immunities in their largeft and moft extenfive fenfe.

I. THE right of perfonal fecurity confifts in a perfon's legal and uninterrupted enjoyment of his life, his limbs, his body, his health, and his reputation.

1. LIFE is the immediate gift of God, a right inherent by nature in every individual ; and it begins in contemplation of law as foon as an infant is able to ftir in the
mother's womb. For if a woman is quick with child, and by a potion, or otherwife, killeth it in her womb ; or if any one beat her, whereby the child dieth in her body, and

fhe is delivered of a dead child ; this, though not murder, was by the antient law homicide or manflaughter °. But at prefent it is not looked upon in quite fo
{FS}

© Sj aliquis mulierem praegnantem percufferit, vel ei venenum dederit, per quod fecerit abortivam ; fi puerperium jam formatum fuerit, et maxime fi fuerit animatum,
facit bomicidium. Bracton. I. 3. c. 21.

A{FE}

atrocious
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atrocious a light, though it remains a very heinous mifdemefnor P.

AN infant in ventre ftatute mere, or in the mother's womb, is fuppofed in law to be born for many purpofes. It is capable of having a legacy, or a furrender of a
copyhold eftate made to it. It may have a guardian affigned to it 9; and it is enabled to have an eftate limited to it's ufe, and to take afterwards by fuch limitation, as if it
were then actually born ". And in this point the civil law agrees with ours S.

2. A MAN'S limbs, (by which for the prefent we only underftand thofe members which may be ufeful to him in fight, and the lofs of which only amounts to mayhem
by the common law) are alfo the gift of the wife creator ; to enable man to protect himfelf from external injuries in a ftate of nature. To thefe therefore he has a natural
inherent right ; and they cannot be wantonly deftroyed or difabled without a manifeft breach of civil liberty.

BOTH the life and limbs of a man are of fuch high value, in the eftimation of the law of England, that it pardons even homicide if committed .{FE} defendendo, or in

order to preferve them. For whatever is done by a man, to fave either life or member, is looked upon as done upon the higheft neceffity and compulfion. Therefore if a
man through fear of death or mayhem is prevailed upon to execute a deed, or do any other legal act ; thefe, though accompanied with all other the requifite folemnities,

are totally void in law, if forced upon him by a well-grounded apprehenfion of lofing his life, or even his limbs, in café of his non-compliance {. And the fame is alfo a
fufficient excufe for the commiffion of many mifdemefnors, as will appear in the fourth book.

A{FS}

P 3. Inft. 90.

4 Stat. 12 Car Il c. 24.

" Stat. 10 & 11 W. lIl. c. 16.

$ 2id in imtelliguntur in rervum natura effe, cum de eorum commode agatur. Ff. 1. 5. 26.

2 Inft. 483.
A{FE}

The
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The conftraint a man is under in thefe circumft nces is called in law durefs, from the Latin durities, of which there are two forts ; durefs of imprifonment, where a
man actually lofes his liberty, fo which we fhall prefently fpeak ; and durefs per minas, where the hardfhip is only threatened and impending, which is that we are now
difcourfing of. Durefs per minas is either for fear of lofs of life, or elfe for fear of mayhem, or lofs of limb. And this fear muft be upon fufficient reafon ; “non,” as Bracton
expreffes it, 'fufpicio cujuflibet vani et meticulofi bominis, fed talis qui poffit “cadere in cirum conftantem ; talis enim debet effe metus, qui in .fe “contineat vitae

periculum, aut corporis cruciatum Y.” A fear of battery, or being beaten, though never fo well grounded, is no durefs ; neither is the fear of having one's houfe burnt, or

one's goods taken away and deftroyed ; becaufe in thefe cafes, fhould the threat be performed, a man may have fatisfaction by recovering equivalent damages W: but
no fuitable atonement can be made for the lofs of life, or limb. And the indulgence fhewn to a man under this, the principal, for of durefs, he fear of lofing his life or

limbs, agrees alfo with that maxim of the civil law ; ignofcitur ei qui fanguinem fuum qualiter redemptum voluit *.

THE law not only regards life and member, and protecs every man in the enjoyment of them, but alfo furnifhes him with every thing neceffary for their fupport. For
there is no man fo indigent or wretched, but he may demand a fupply fufficient for all the neceffities of life, from the more opulent part of the community, by means of
the feveral ftatutes enacted for the relief of the poor, of which in their proper places. A humane provifion ; yet, though dictated by the principles of fociety,
difcountenanced by the Roman laws. For the edicts of the emperor Conftantine, commanding the public to maintain the children of thofe who were unable to provide
for them, in order to prevent the murder and expofure of infants, an inftitution founded on the fame principle as our

{FS}
Ul.2.c.5.
W2 inft. 483.

ZFf. 48.21. 1.

A{FE}

founding
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founding hofpitals, though comprized in the Theodofian code Y, were rejected in Juftinian's collection.

THESE rights, of life and member, can only be determined by the death of the perfon ; which is either a civil or natural death. The civil death commences if any

man be banifhed the realm Z by the procefs of the common law, or enters into religion ; that is, goes into a monaftery, and becomes there a monk profeffed : in which
cafes he is abfolutely dead in law, and his next heir fhall have his eftate. For, fuch banifhed man is entirely cut off from fociety; and fuch a monk, upon his profeffion,
renounces folemnly all fecular concerns : and befides, as the popifh clergy claimed an exemption from the duties of civil life, and the commands of the temporal
magiftrate, the genius of the Englifh law would not fuffer thofe perfons to enjoy the benefits of fociety, who fecluded themfelves from it, and refufed to fubmit to it's
regulations 2. A monk is therefore accounted civiliter mortuus, and when he enters into religion may, like other dying men, make his teftament and executors ; or, if he
makes none, the ordinary may grant adminiftration to his next of kin, as if he were actually dead inteftate. And fuch executors and adminiftrators fhall have the fame
power, and may bring the fame actions for debts due to the religious, and are liable to the fame actions for thofe due from him, as if he were naturally deceafed °. Nay,
fo far has this principle been carried, that when one was bound in a bond to an abbot and his fucceffors, and afterwards made his executors and profeffed himfelf a
monk of the fame abbey, and in procefs of time was himfelf made abbot thereof ; here the law gave him, in the capacity of abbot, an action of debt againft his own

executors to recover the money due €. In fhort, a monk or religious is fo effectually dead in law, that a leafe made even to a third perfon, during the life (generally) of
one who afterwards becomes a monk, determines by fuch his entry into religion : for

{FS}
Y1 11.t.27.
Z Co. Litt. 133.

@ This was alfo a rv'e in the feudal law, |. 2. t. 21. defat effe miles feculi, qui factus eft miles Chrifti ; nec beneficium pertinet ad cum qui non debet gerere officium.
b Litt. §. 200.

¢ Co. Litt. 133 b.

{FE}

which
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which reafon leafes, and other conveyances, for life, are ufually made to have and to hold for the term of one's natural life d

THIS natural life being, as was before obferved, the immediate donation of the great creator, cannot legally be difpofed of or deftroyed by any individual, neither by
the perfon himfelf nor by any other of his fellow creatures, merely upon their own authority. Yet neverthelefs it may, by the divine permiffion, be frequently forfeited for
the breach of thofe laws of fociety, which are enforced by the fanction of capital punifhments ; of the nature, reftrictions, expedience, and legality of which, we may
hereafter more conveniently enquire in the concluding book of thefe commentaries. At prefent, | fhall only obferve, that whenever the conftitution of a ftate vefts in any

man, or body of men, a power of deftroying at pleafure, without the direction of laws, the lives or members of the fubject, fuch conftitution is in the higheft degree
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tyrannical : and that whenever any laws direct fuch deftruction for light and trivial caufes, fuch laws are likewife tyrannical, though in an inferior degree ; becaufe here
the fubject is aware of the danger he is expofed to, and may by prudent caution provide againft it. The ftatute law of England does therefore very feldom, and the
common law does never, inflict any punifhment extending to life or limb, unlefs upon the higheft neceffity : and the conftitution is an utter ftranger to any arbitrary power

of killing or maiming the fubject without the exprefs warrant of law. “Nullus liber homo, fays the great charter €, ali- “ quo modo deftruatur, nifi per legale judicium parium
fuorum aut “per legem terrae.” Which words, “aliquo modo deftruatur,” according to fir Edward Coke , include a prohibition not only of killing, and maiming, but alfo of

torturing (to which our laws are ftrangers) and of every oppreffion by colour of an illegal authority. And it is enacted by the ftatute 5 Edw. Ill. c. 9. that no man fhall be
forejudged of life or limb, contrary to the great charter and the law of the land : and again, by ftatute 28 Ed. III.

{FS}
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€c. 29.

f21nft. 48.
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c. 3. that no man fhall be put to death, without being brought to anfwer by due procefs of law.

3. BESIDES thofe limbs and members that may be neceffary to man, in order to defend himfelf or annoy his enemy, the reft of his perfon or body is alfo entitled by
the fame natural right to fecurity from the corporal infults of menaces, affaults, beating, and wounding ; though fuch infults amount not to deftruction of life or member.

4.THE prefervation of a man's health from fuch practices as may prejudice or annoy it, and

5. THE fecurity of his reputation or good name from the arts of detraction and flander, are rights to which every man is intitled, by reafon and natural juftice ; fince
without thefe it is impoffible to have the perfect enjoyment of any other advantage or right. But thefe three laft articles (being of much lefs importance than thofe which
have gone before, and thofe which are yet to come ) it will fuffice to have barely mentioned among the rights of perfons ; referring the more minute difcuffion of their
feveral branches, to thofe parts of our commentaries which treat of the infringement of thefe rights, under the head of perfonal wrongs.

11. NEXT to perfonal fecurity, the law of England regards, afferts, and preferves the perfonal liberty of individuals. This perfonal liberty confifts in the power of loco-
motion, of changing fituation, or removing one's perfon to whatfoever place one's own inclination may direct ; without imprifonment or reftraint, unlefs by due courfe of
law. Concerning which we may make the fame obfervations as upon the preceding article ; that it is a right ftrictly natural ; that the laws of England have never
abridged it without fufficient caufe ; and , that in this kingdom it cannot ever be abridged at the mere difcretion of the magiftrate, without the explicit permiffion of the

laws. Here again the language of the great charter 9 is, that no freeman fhall be taken or imprifoned
A{FS}
9c.29.
A{FE}
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but by the lawful judgment of his equals, or by the law of the land. And many fubfequent old ftatutes h expreffly direct, that no man fhall be taken or imprifoned or
detained without caufe fhewn, to which he may make anfwer according to law. By 16 Car. I. c. 10. if any perfon be reftrained of his liberty by order or decree of any
illegal court, or by command of the king's majefty in perfon, or by warrant of the council board, or of any of the privy council ; he fhall, upon demand of his counfel, have
a writ of habeas corpus, to bring his body before the court of king's bench or common pleas ; who fhall determine whether the caufe of his commitment be juft, and
thereupon do as to juftice fhall appertain. And by 31 Car. Il. c. 2. commonly called the babcas corpus act, the methods of obtaining this writ are fo plainly pointed out
and enforced, that, fo long as this ftatute remains unimpeached, no fubject of England can be long detained in prifon, except in thofe cafes in which the law requires
and juftifies fuch detainer. And, left this act fhould be evaded by demanding unreafonable bail, or fureties for the prifoner's appearance, it is declared by 1 W. & M. ft. 2.
c. 2. that excefive bail ought not to be required.

OF great importance to the public is the prefervation of this perfonal liberty : for if once it were left in the power of any, the higheft, magiftrate to imprifon arbitrarily
whomever he or his officers thought proper, (as in France it is daily practiced by the crown ) there would foon be an end of all other rights and immunities. Some have
thought, that unjuft attacks, even upon life, or property, at the arbitrary will of the magiftrate, are lefs dangerous to the commonwealth, than fuch as are made upon the

perfonal liberty of the fubject. To bereave a man of life, of by violence to confifcate his eftate, without accufation or trial, would be fo grofs and notorious an act of
defpotifm, as muft at once

{FS}
h'5 Edw. Ill. c. 9. 25. Edw. Ill. Ft. 5. c. 4. and 28 Edw. Ill. 4. 3.
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convey the alarm of tyranny throughout the whole kingdom. But confinement of the perfon, by fecretly hurrying him to gaol, where his fufferings are unknown or

forgotten ; is a lefs public, a lefs ftriking, and therefore a more dangerous engine of arbitrary government. And yet fometimes, when the ftate is in real danger, even this
may be a neceffary meafure. But the happinefs of our conftitution is, that it is not left to the executive power to determine when the danger of the ftate is fo great, as to
render this meafure expedient. For the parliament only, or legiflative power, whenever it fees prper, can authorize the crown, by fufpending the babeas corpus act for a
fhort and limited time, to imprifon fufpected perfons without giving any reafon for fo doing. As the fenate of Rome was wont to have recourfe to a dictator, a magiftrate
of abfolute authority, when they judged the republic in any imminent danger. The decree of the fenate, which ufually preceded the nomination of this magiftrate, “dent
operam confu- “les, nequid refpublica detrimenti capiat,” was called the fenatus confultum ultimate neceffitatis. In like manner this experiment ought only to be tried in
cafe of extreme emergency ; and in thefe the nation parts with it's liberty for a while, in order to preferve it for ever.

THE confinement of the perfon, in any wife, is an imprifonment. So that the keeping a man againft his will in a private houfe, putting him in the ftocks, arrefting or

forcibly detaining him in the ftreet, is an imprifonment i_ And the law fo much difcourages unlawful confinement, that if a man is under durefs of imprifonment, which we
before explained to mean a compulfion by an illegal reftraint of liberty, until he feals a bond or the like ; he may alledge this durefs, and avoid the extorted bond. But if a
man be lawfully imprifoned, and either to procure his difcharge, or on any other fair account, feals a bond or a deed, this is not by durefs of imprifonment, and he is not

at liberty to avoid it. To make imprifonment lawful, it muft either be, by procefs from the courts of judicature, or by warrant from fome
{FS}
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legal officer, having authority to commit to prifon ; which warrant muft be in writing, under the hand and feal of the magiftrate, and exprefs the caufes of the

commitment, in order to be examined into (if neceffary) upon a babeas corpus. If there be no caufe expreffed, the goaler is not bound to detain the prifoner . For the
law judges in this refpect, faith fir Edward Coke, like Feftus the Roman governor ; that it is unreafonable to fend a prifoner, and not to fignify withal the crimes alleged
againft him.

A NATURAL and regular confequence of this perfonal liberty, is that every Englifhman may claim a right to abide in his own country fo long as he pleafes ; and not
to be driven from it unlefs by the fentence of the law. The king indeed, by his royal prerogative, may iffue out his writ ne exeat regnum, and prohibit any of his fubjects

from going into foreign parts without licence ™. This may be neceffary for the public fervice, and fafeguard of the commonwealth. But no power on earth, except the
authority of parliament, can fend any fubject of England out of the land againft his will ; no not even a criminal. For exile, or tranfportation, is a punifhment unknown to
the common law ; and, wherever it is now infticted, it is either by the choice of the criminal himfelf, to efcape a capital punifhment, or elfe by the exprefs direction of

fome modern act of parliament. To this purpofe the great charter " declares that no freeman fhall be banifhed, unlefs by the judgment of his peers, or by the law of the
land. And by the babeas corpus act, 31 Car. |l. c. 2. (that fecund magna carta, and ftable bulwark of our liberties) it is enacted, that no fubject of this realm, who is an
inhabitant of England, Wales, or Berwick , fhall be fent prifoner into Scotland, Ireland, Jerfey, Guernfey, or places beyond the feas ; (where they cannot have the benefit
and protection of the common law ) but that all fuch imprifonments fhall be illegal ; that the perfon, who fhall dare to commit another contrary to this law, fhall be
difabled from bearing any office, fhall incur the penalty of a praemunire, and be incapable of receiving the king's pardon :

{FS}
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and the party fuffering fhall alfo have his private action againft the perfon committing, and all his aiders, advifers and abettors, and fhall recover treble cofts ;
befides his damages, which no jury fhall affefs at lefs than five hundred pounds.

THE law in is this refpect fo benignly and liberally conftrued for the benefit of the fubject, that, though within the realm the king may command the attendance and
fervice, of all his liegemen, yet he cannot fend any man out of the realm, even upon the public fervice : he cannot even conftitute a man lord deputy or lieutenant of

Ireland againft his will, nor make him a foreign embaffador °. For this might in reality be no more than an honorable exile.
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I1l. THE third abfolute right, inherent in every Englifhman, is that of property : which confifts in the free ufe, enjoyment, and difpofal of all his acquifitions, without
any control or diminution, fave only by the laws of the land. The original of private property is probably founded in nature, as will be more fully explained in the fecund
book of the enfuing commentaries : but certainly the modifications under which we at prefent find it, the method of conferving it in the prefent owner, and of tranflating it
from man to man, are entirely derived from fociety ; and are fome of thofe civil advantages, in exchange for which every individual has refigned a part of his natural
liberty. The laws of England are therefore, in point of honor and juftice, extremely watchful in afcertaining and protecting this right. Upon this principle the great charter

P has declared that no freeman fhall be diffeifed, or divefted, of his freehold, or of his liberties, or free cuftoms, but by the judgment of his peers, or by the law of the

land. And by a variety of antient ftatutes 9 it is enacted, that no man's lands or goods fhall be feifed into the king's hands, againft the great charter, and the law of the
land ; and that no man fhall be difinherited, nor put out of his franchifes or freehold,

{FS}
02 Inft. 47.
Pc.29.

45 Edw. lll. c. 9. 25 Edw. IlI. ft. 5. c. 4. 28 Edw. IIl. c. 3.
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unlefs he be duly brought to anfwer, and be forejudged by courfe of law ; and if any thing be done to the contrary, it fhall be redreffed, and holden for none.

SO great moreover is the regard of the law for private property, that it will not authorize the leaft violation of it ; no, not even for the general good of the whole
community. If a new road, for inftance, were to be made through the grounds of a private perfon, it might perhaps be extenfively beneficial to the public ; but the law
permits no man, or fet of men, to do this without confent of the owner of the land. In vain may it be urged, that the good of the individual ought to yield to that of the
community ; for it would be dangerous to allow any private man, or even any public tribunal, to be the judge of this common good, and to decide whether it be
expedient or no. Befides, the public good is in nothing more effentially interefted, than in the protection of every individual's private rights, as modelled by the municipal
law. In this, and fimilar cafes the legiflature alone, can, and indeed frequently does, interpofe, and compel the individual to acquiefce. But how does it interpofe and
compel ? Not by abfolutely ftripping the fubject of his property in an arbitrary manner ; but by giving him a full indemnification and equivalent for the injury thereby
fuftained. The public is now confidered as an individual, treating with an individual for an exchange. All that the legiflature does is to oblige the owner to alienate his
poffeffions for a reafonable price ; and even this is an exertion of power, which the legiflature indulges with caution, and which nothing but the legiflature can perform.

NOR is this the only inftance in which the law of the land has poftponed even public neceffity to the facred and inviolable rights of private property. For no fubject of
England can be conftrained to pay any aids or taxes, even for the defence of the realm or the fupport of government, but fuch as are impofed by his own confent, or
that of his reprefenatives in parliament. By the ftatute 25 Edw. I. c. 5 and 6, it is provided, that the king

fhall
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fhall not take any aids or tafks, but by the common affent of the realm. And what that common affent is, is more fully explained by 34 Edw. I. ft. 4. cap. 1. which

enacts, that no talliage or aid fhall be taken without affent of the arch-bifhops, bifhops, earls, barons, knights, burgeffes, and other freemen of the land " : and again by
14 Edw. lIl. ft. 2. c. 1. the prelates, earls, barons, and commons, citizens, burgeffes, and merchants fhall not be charged to make any aid, if it be not by the common
affent of the great men and commons in parliament. And as this fundamental law had been fhamefully evaded under many fucceeding princes, by compulfive loans,
and benevolences extorted without a real and voluntary confent, it was made an article in the petition of right 3 Car. |, that no man fhall be compelled to yield any gift,
loan, or benevolence, tax, or fuch like charge, without common confent by act of parliament. And, laftly, by the ftatute 1 W. & M. ft. 2. c. 2. it is declared, that levying
money for or to the ufe of the crown, by pretence of prerogative, without grant of parliament ; or for longer time, or in other manner, than the fame is or fhall be granted,
is illegal.

IN the three preceding articles we have taken a fhort view of the principal abfolute rights which appertain to every Englifhman. But in vain would thefe rights be
declared, afcertained, and protected by the dead letter of the laws, if the conftitution had provided no other method to fecure their actual enjoyment. It has therefore
eftablifhed certain other auxiliary fubordinate rights of the fubject, which ferve principally as barriers to protect and maintain inviolate the three great and primary rights,
of perfonal fecurity, perfonal liberty, and private property. Thefe are,

1. THE conftitution, powers, and privileges of parliament, of which | fhall treat at large in the enfuing chapter.

{FS}

" See the hiftorical introduction to the great charter, & c. fub anno 1297 ; wherein it is fhewn that this ftatute de talliagio non concedendo, fuppo ed to have been
made in 34 Edw. |, is in reality nothing more than a fort of tranflation into Latin of the confirmatio cartarum, 25 Edw. I, which was originally publifhed in the Norman
language.
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2. THE limitation of the king's prerogative, by bounds fo certain and notorious, that it is impoffible he fhould exceed them without the confent of the people. Of this
alfo | fhall treat in it's proper place. The former of thefe keeps the Icgiflative power in due health and vigour, fo as to make it improbable that laws fhould be enacted

deftructive of general liberty : the latter is a guard upon the executive power, by reftraining it from acting either beyond or in contradiction to the laws, that are framed
and eftablifhed by the other.

3. A THIRD fubordinate right of every Englifhman is that of applying to the courts of juftice for redrefs of injuries. Since the law is in England the fupreme arbiter of
every man's life, liberty, and property, courts of juftice muft at all times be open to the fubject, and the law be duly adminiftred therein. The emphatical words of magna

carta S, fpoken in the perfon of the king, who in judgment of law (fays fir Edward Coke !) is ever prefent and repeating them in all his courts, are thefe ; “nulli
“vendemus, nulli negabimus, aut differemus rectum vel juftitiam : “and therefore every fubject,” continues the fame learned author, “for injury done to him in bonis, in
terries, vel perfona, by “any other fubject, be he ecclefiaftical or temporal without any “exception, may take his remedy by the courfe of the law, and “have juftice and
right for the injury done to him, freely with- “out fale, fully without any denial, and fpeedily without delay.” It were endlefs to enumerate all the affirmative acts of
parliament wherein juftice is directed to be done according to the law of the land : and what that law is, every fubject knows ; or may know if he pleafes : for it depends
not upon the arbitrary will of any judge ; but is permanent, fixed, and unchangeable, unlefs by authority of parliament. | fhall however juft mention a few negative
ftatutes , whereby abufes, perverfions, or delays of juftice, efpecially by the prerogative, are reftrained. It is ordained by

{FS}
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magna carta Y, that no freeman fhall be outlawed, that is, put out of the protection and benefit of the laws, but according to the law of the land. By 2 Edw. IIl. c. 8.
and 11 Ric. Il. c. 10. it is enacted, that no commands or letters fhall be fent under the great feal, or the little feal, the fignet, or privy feal, in difturbance of the law ; or to
difturb or delay common right : and, though fuch commandments fhould come, the judges fhall not ceafe to do right. And by 1 W. & M. ft. 2 : c. 2. it is declared, that the
pretended power of fufpending, or difpenfing with laws, or the execution of laws, by regal authority without confent of parliament, is illegal.

NOT only the fubftantial part, or judicial decifions, of the law, but alfo the formal part, or method of proceeding, cannot be altered but by parliament ; for if once
thofe outworks were demolifhed, there would be no inlet to all manner of innovation in the body of the law itfelf. The king, it is true, may erect new courts of juftice ; but
then they muft proceed according to the old eftablifhed forms of the common law. For which reafon it is declared in the ftatute 16 Car. I. c. 10. upon the diffolution of the
court of ftarchamber, that neither his majefty, nor his privy council, have any jurifdiction, power, or authority by Englifh bill, petition, articles, libel (which were the courfe
of proceeding in the ftarchamber, borrowed from the civil law) or by any other arbitrary way whatfoever, to examine, or draw into queftion, determine or difpofe of the
lands or goods of any fubjects of this kingdom ; but that the fame ought to be tried and determined in the ordinary courts of juftice, and by courfe of law.

4. IF there fhould happen any uncommon injury, or infringement of the rights beforementioned, which the ordinary courfe of law is too defective to reach, there ftill
remains a fourth fubordinate right appertaining to every individual, namely, the right of petitioning the king, or either houfe of parliament, for the

A{FS}

Yc. 29.
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redrefs of grievances. In Ruffia we are told W that the czar Peter eftablifhed a law, that no fubject might petition the throne, till he had firft petitioned two different
minifters of ftate. In café he obtained juftice from neither, he might then prefent a third petition to the prince ; but upon pain of death, if found to be in the wrong. The
confequence of which was, that no one dared to offer fuch third petition ; and grievances feldom falling under the notice of the fovereign, he had little opportunity to
redrefs them. The reftrictions, for fome there are, which are laid upon petitioning in England, are of a nature extremely different ; and while they promote the fpirit of
peace, they are no check upon that of liberty. Care only muft be taken, left, under the pretence of petitioning, the fubject be guilty of any riot or tumult ; as happened in
the opening of the memorable parliament in 1640 : and, to prevent this, it is provided by the ftatute 13 Car. II. ft. 1. c. 5. that no petition to the king, or either houfe of
parliament, for any alterations in church or ftate, fhall be figned by above twenty perfons, unlefs the matter thereof be approved by three juftices of the peace or the
major part of the grand jury, in the country ; and in London by the lord mayor, aldermen, and common council ; nor fhall any petition be prefented by more than two
perfons at a time. But under thefe regulations , it is declared by the ftatute 1 W. & M. ft. 2. c. 2. that the fubject hath a right to petition ; and that all commitments and
profecutions for fuch petitioning are illegal.

5. THE fifth and laft auxiliary right of the fubject, that | fhall at prefent mention, is that of having arms for their defence, fuitable to their condition and degree, and
fuch as are allowed by law. Which is alfo declared by the fame ftatute 1 W. & M. ft. 2. c. 2. and is indeed a public allowance, under due reftrictions, of the natural right
of refiftance and felf-prefervation, when the fanctions of fociety and laws are found infufficient to reftrain the violence of oppreffion.

{FS}
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IN thefe feveral articles confift the rights, or, as they are frequently termed, the liberties of Englifhmen : liberties more generally talked of, than thoroughly
underftood ; and yet highly neceffary to be perfectly known and confidered by every man of rank or property, left his ignorance of the points whereon it is founded
fhould hurry him into faction and licentioufnefs on the one hand, or a pufillanimous indifference and criminal fubmiffion on the other. And we have feen that thefe rights
confift, primarily, in the free enjoyment of perfonal fecurity, of perfonal liberty, and of private property. So long as thefe remain inviolate, the fubject is perfectly free ; for
every fpecies of compulfive tyranny and oppreffion muft act in oppofition to one or other of thefe rights, having no other object upon which it can poffibly be employed.
To preferve thefe from violation, it is neceffary that the conftitution of parliaments be fupported in it's full vigor ; and limits certainly known, be fet to the royal
prerogative. And, laftly, to vindicate thefe rights, when actually violated or attacked, the fubjects of England are entitled, in the firft place, to the regular adminiftration
and free courfe of juftice in the courts of law ; next to the right of petitioning the king and parliament for redrefs of grievances ; and laftly to the right of having and ufing
arms for felf-prefervation and defence. And all thefe rights and liberties it is our birthright to enjoy entire ; unlefs where the laws of our country have laid them under
neceffary reftraints. Reftraints in themfelves fo gentle and moderate, 23 will appear upon farther enquiry, that no man of fenfe or probity would wifh to fee them
flackened. For all of us have it in our choice to do every thing that a good man would defire to do ; and are reftrained from nothing, but what would be pernicious either
to ourfelves or our fellow citizens. So that this review of our fituation may fully juftify the obfervation of a learned French author, who indeed generally both thought and

wrote in the fpirit of genuine freedom X; and who hath not fcrupled to profefs, even
{FS}
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in the very bofom of his native coglifh is the only nation in the world, where political or civil liberty is the direct end of it's conftitution. Recommending therefore to
the ftudent in our laws a farther and more accurate feach into this extenfive and important title, | fhall clofe my remarks upon it with the expiring wifh of the famous
father Paul to his country,

“ESTO PERPETUA "
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fiek) (o Faf :i& he: knowcﬂi or. bclwvefh,'h vo' tib
(Hté Bf fuéhiaccount, dil’ ﬂ\nremer, his. "\ Sbefite
of fees received, Mall bE falvly ftaféd -And e dimpar:
ed by the anditor with the baaks ofihis ;olllee,: be-

Haw-it
fore the, account fhiall be palled and i the. regifter oot ok
af the, land officg, fhall at:any: time Lui Lo ;decounc um;md,

" according to the directions. of this ad, ur the
fpace of (ix monthis, he fhall forfeit and pay the fum e
of two thoufand pounis, to be recovered:by fotion- for (i} hT»g
in the. nanie of the governor for the nme bemg, i render - 16
any court of record, by the attorney general, on count E
tlnrty duys previous notice ; and wiall ¢ales of- mo. ,
tions far woney due from the regifter; Lhe Lonws. How ré..
probandi Mall lie ori the defendanr. - 00y coverable.

V 4. Aud be it further, énadled, hat on r.ecewmg :
each furvey into the regifter’ qoﬂice the fees efta.  Repifter
Blithed by Jaw that will acegue ou the fume; includ. fvcif;’l“f‘:]‘}’lf’,
ing the ilfning the grant chereppon, (hall be pzud Cronibe ;ny'
down ; and if thc:ebuicn thall erediv any pcrlun, feus.
he fhall account for the feesfo- ctcditec.; inthe
fame mavnner a» if they hiad. been received. -

§ 5. MWhereasin fume inflances, grants. hn\'cxilu- , .
in the names of perfuns who were decealed. prior  When a-
to the date of thie grant, and’ eafes of the fame na. fravt iflues
ture may. haw;wn infature, - Do it coafled, thiat in :.u.m‘ ::‘cc'
alf. fich caféds, the land conveyed, fhall defeend to Jund fhall
the heir, llens or devifeey, in“the fume. manner. as acleend &
it wonld do, had the gmnt ifiued in'the. hfe time
of fuch decedeht._

§.6. Audbe it further eirath d, Tlmt thc compoﬁ- ,
tion money dug on iettlemcuc xq,,hts ;rr.\utccl to , Compofi.
certain poor’ perfons, héréafier to be retuined to t“’;“t e

the lcglﬂcr s oflice, be p'ml in fpecie ro the' lcblﬁcr, q,,_ml
arid by him paid ‘into the’ public tidalury, . except

- wheré the fnoncy hatli beei: pmd into. the ,ncafury
of Vn‘;,mm. : : 7

.§ 7.°The regilter of the land afﬁce, and the f’e- Tmple.
cretmy of flate, fiall fovnilh fuel;, prefles, ‘looks, ments ol o«
and other neceffary implemeuts TR “theip fiee allowed,

to' repifter
fuid officest dn ncconnrof “which being prefenréd l’:.ue-
o and approdcd of' by the governor, flindl be paid tiny of
b) tlw trmmrer, on a warrant hom thc atditor, zt.m..

b i v g

S CHAPL LIV
.An AL't to reduce into ane the. Several a5 nﬁ*:’ﬂ'iug
(SLavES) Fl{!-.h Nacnons, MuLaATTORS and le-
ANS, - I

P Ap;ﬂrmcd Fc'm'mrv 8,1 ng :
§ i BF’ lf ma[:'nn’ [:_y tha Gederal A by, That o Mhalt
i no , perfons, fMhall henceforth be flaves be deepged
within this commenwealth, except fuch as were [0 flaves,
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an the {'event:centh day.of Qctpber, in theiyear.one:
thoulind fevén Jivndred and: eighty five, and. the,
delcendants of thc females of them,

- § 2.'No negruo: ‘ov mulatte, hall be-a witnefs ex.

l;,I!' F’-“E’ cept i pleas of the commonweahth, againil negroes .
vl 14 ¢ or: mulattoes; or in - eivil' pleas where ncgwes or

mulattoss aloue fhall be partiés,

§-3. Noflave fhall go ffom the ten‘ements of his-
. malterariother pmlnn with whom he lives withous
Not to go, & pafs or fume lerter ortoken, whelcby it may ap-
fron homz pear thut he is proceediny by dllthnl’lfy, from his:
wihoutpal® jnaffer, employcr or overleer ; if hé doed ir '(hall be:
e ‘ ]1wfnl for any perfon td apprebend and earry him'
' before ajuilice of tire peace to be by his order pu-<

nifhed with {tripes ornot,in kis difcretiony

Commg - §.4. And if any flave bl prefuiné to come and
on the plan- be: upon the plamatmn of any pcrﬁm whatfoever,
tation of o- withput leavé in writing from his oy hev owner, or
thers with- gverfeer, -not - betng fent upon lawful bufinels, it
out ";““" thall bie lawful for the. owner or overfeer of fuch
gt;;‘&r:x:;;; planrauon to give or order fuch flave, ten lalhes
be witipped: ou hizor her bare - back, for every fuch offence.

-§ 5. No.negro, mulatto, of Indian wlmtfoevél‘.

No:to keep (hall keep or carry any gun, powder, fhot, clab,
or  carry or other weapon whatfoever, offenfive or defcnﬁve,
arms. but all and every. gun, weapon and dmmunition
‘ found in the puﬂchun or cuitody of any negro,
mulatto, or Indiad, may be feized by any perfon’

and upon due proot’ thercof made before.any juftice

- of the peace.of the cdunty wliere fuch. feizure. thall

be, thall by his nrder,’ be’ fort'elted to the (¢izot for

liss own ufe, and moreavérevery fuch offender thall
have and receive by order o!"ﬂxchylﬂu.e any m\m-'

ber of lafhes not exceeding thirty mnc; on his ot/

her bate back, well Jaid on for évery ['uch oﬂcnce.

§ 6. Promr{edn;wrr/:e!c/.r, Thatevery free negro,
Except mulatto or Indian, helng a houle keeper may be-
‘ thofe living Permitted to Keep one guu, powder and fiot, and
on frontiers all negroes, mulattoes and mdnms, bond or freey
licenfed by living ac any frondder plantation, may be-permitred
jufkices  of 1o keep and ufe guns, powder, fhot and weapons
uie peacs. offinfive or defentive, by licenfe from a jultice of
peace of the county wherein firch’ plantations lie,
to be obtained npou the application of free negroes
mulattoes, or indians, ov by the awners of" fuch us
are flaves, _
Riots,  § 7. Riots, roits, unlawfu) aﬂ’embhes, refp'xl!es
routs e, and feditions fpeeches by a flave or flaves fhall bé
punifhed with {teipes ac the diferetlon ofajuftice of
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Pupished by {en lashes on lis or her bare back for cvery hll{.h of-
Siripee. fence. ib.ib.ib. -

Notakeep Sec. 3. No slavo or mulatto whatsoever, shall Lecp

ok or carry a gun, powder, shot, club or other weapon

- whatsoever, offensive or defensive; but all and every

munition may Sun weapon and ammunition found in the possession or

beseized.  custody of any negro or malatto, may he seized by

any person and upon due proof made before any Justice

- of the peace of the district [county} where such seizure

shall be, shall by his order be forfeited to the seizor,

$lave punish- for his own use, and mareover, every such offender ,

ed by etripes. ghall have and receive by order of such justice any num-

ber of lashes not exceeding thirty nine on his or her

bare back well laid on for every such offence. ib. p.

13-14, b, |

Free negro’ Sec. 4. Every freenegro or mulatto, being a house-

;}:‘g-"ﬁry ‘B¢ keeper may be permitted to keep one gun, powder and

e shot ; and all negroes or mulattoes bond or free, liv-

Andalipe. INE at any frontier plantation, may be permitted to keep

gro’s,&e. may and use gumns, powder shot and weapons, offensive and

Certai o i defensive, by license from a justice of the peaco of the

district [countv] wherein such plantation lics, to be ob-

tained apon the application of free negroes or mulattoes,

or of the owners of such as are slaves. L. L. 7. pt. 1.

. 14.
Riots: routs Sec. 5. All riots, routs unlawful assemblies and se-
e~ ditious speeches by a slave or slaves, shall be punished

) with stripes, at the discretion of a justice of the peace
Punished by 1 nd he who will may apprebend and carry him, her or

stripes.

i them before such justice. b, p. 15. ib,

Meetings of Sec. 6..To prﬂent the inconvenience arising ['mm
slaves. ~ the meetings of siaves, if any master mistress or over-

seer of a family shall knowingly permit or snffer any
Persons per-  glave not belonging to him or her, to be and remain on
Ming Y his or her plantation, above four hours at any one time,
main, &e.  Without leave of the owner or overseer of such slave,
he or she so permitting shall forfeit and pay three dol-
lars for every such offence and every owner or over-'
Oratany time Scer of a plantation, who shall go permit or suffer more
notmore than than five negroes or slaves, other than his or ber own,
. to be and remain upen his or her plantation, ov quarter
at any other time, shall forfeit and pay one dollar for
cach negro or slave ‘above that number, which said se-
veral forfeitures shall be to the informer, and be recov-
erable before any. justice of the peace of the district’

[county,] with costs, where such offence shatl be com-
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LAWS OF FLORIDA. 428

be paid out of the appropriation by congress for the year 1834,
being an unexpended balance in the treasury department of the
United Siates, to Leslie A. Thompson, the sum of four hun-
dred and seventy-five dollars, being 1he amount of two warrants
heretofore drawn in favour of Secundino J. Segui and John P.
Booth, for services rendered the last session of the council.

To R. Heyward, two hundred and eighty-five dollars, being
the amount of a draft heretofore given to R. Dinmore, West-
cott, & Co., for folding and stitching the laws and journals of
the last session of the council.

To Samuel B, Fitzpatrick, a former clerk of the Legislative
Council, the sum of one hundred and two dollars and sixty-nine
cents. .

Secr. 4. Be it further enacted, That the governor cause to
be audiied and settled the accounts of Wm. Wilson, for print-
ing the laws and journals of the present session of the council,
and for publishing the same in the Floridian, according to the
contract of said Wilson.

Seer.5. Beit further enacted, That the governor cause to be
audited and settled the accounts of the editors of the newspa-
pers authotized to publish.the laws of the present session, ac-
cording to the act of congress.

. [Approved, Feb. 14, 1835.

——

Cuap.860. (No.38.) An act to prevent any Person in this Territory from
; carrying Arms secretly.

Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of
the Territory of Fiortda, 'That from and after the passage of Secret amns
this act, it shall not be lawful for any person in this Termtory Prohibited
to carry arms of any kind whatsoever secretly, on or about their
persons ; and if any dirk, pistol, or other arm, or weapon, ex-
cept a common pocket-knife, shall be seen, or known to be se-
creted upon the person of any one in this Territory, such per-
son so offending shall, on conviction, be fined not exceeding five
hundred dollars, and not less than fifty dollars, or imprisoned
not more than six months, and not less than one month, at the
discretion of the jury : Provided, however, that this law shall
not be so construed as to prevent any person from carrying
arms openly, outside of all their clothes ; and it shall be the Act tobe
duty of judges of the superior courts in this Territory, to give the given in
matter contained in this act in special charge to the grand juries -“:‘;;%" o
in the several counties in this Territory, at every sessicn of the """
courts.

[Approved, Jan, 30, 1835.
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(1836). Revised Statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Passed November 4, 1835
to which are Subjoined, as Act in Amendment Thereof, and an Act Expressly to Repeal
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& Wentworth.
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which are Subjoined, as Act in Amendment Thereof, & an Act Expressly to Repeal the
Acts Which are Consolidated Therein, both Passed in February 1836 (Boston: Dutton &
Wentworth., 1836)
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Revised Statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Passed November 4, 1835 to
which are Subjoined, as Act in Amendment Thereof, and an Act Expressly to Repeal the
Acts Which are Consolidated Therein, both Passed in February 1836 (Dutton &
Wentworth., 1836

MLA 9th ed.

Revised Statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Passed November 4, 1835 to
which are Subjoined, as Act in Amendment Thereof, and an Act Expressly to Repeal the
Acts Which are Consolidated Therein, both Passed in February 1836. Boston, Dutton &
Wentworth. HeinOnline.

OSCOLA 4th ed.

Revised Statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Passed November 4, 1835 to
which are Subjoined, as Act in Amendment Thereof, and an Act Expressly to Repeal the
Acts Which are Consolidated Therein, both Passed in February 1836. Boston, Dutton &
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7 1837,

Treasurer of the State, {o deposit in the Bank ol the Stale and its Treasurer fo
several branches, all that portion of the public revenue of the United '::‘,’;,m .
States, which he has rececived or which he may hereafter receive, nsenoe in the
the portion of Alabama, in the following proportion: One filth in H:.':::L"I'::‘z_
the Bank of the State at Tusecaloosn, one fifth in the Branch Bank at
Montgomery, one fifth in the Branch Bank at Mobhile, ove fifth in
the Branch Bank at Decatur, and ong ifth in the Branch Bank at
Huntaville; taking thorefor cerlificates of deposite, and all laws or
paris of laws, contravening the provisions of this act, be and thosame
are herchy repealed: Provided, That the amount of the surplus rev-
enue already received and which may hereafier be received, shall be
deposited in said Bank and its Branches, in the above and foregoing
proportions, on or hefore the first day of May next.
Appraved June 30, 1837,

—8 @ B

No. I1.) AN ACT

To suppress tho uso of Bowle Knives.

Seclion 1. Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Represen-
{atives of lhe State of Alabama in General Jssembly convened,
That if any person carrying nny knife or weapon, known as Bowie Penalty for
Kniyes or Arkansaw Tooth-picks, or either or any kuife or weapon 'f_{;":_{,',"ﬁm“
that shall in form, shape or size, recsemhle a Bowie Knife or Ar-
konsaw Tooth-pick, on a sudden rencounter, shall cut or stab anoth-
er wilh such knife, by reason of which he dies, it shall be ndjudged
murder, and the offender shall suffer the same as if the killing had
been by malice alorethought.

Sec. 2. vInd be it further enacled, That [or every such weapon, Fersros rell.
sold or given, or otherwise disposed of in this State, the person selling, frives (e b

iving or disposing of the same, shall pay a tax of one hundred dol- taxed.

ars, to be paid into the county Treasury; and if any person so selling,
Fiving or disposing of such wespon, shall fail to give in the same in
his listof taxable property, lia shall be subject to the pains and pen-

alties of perjury. Approved June 30, 1837.
—rabD G Gem=—
[Na, 1.‘2.} AN ACT
T'o enlargo the prinon bounds in the diferant counties in thiv Stote:

a

Section 1. Be it enacted by Lhe Senale and Hpuse of Represcn-
lalives of the State of Alabama in General Assembly convened,
That the several sections of an act passed in the year 1824, requiring
the Judge of the county court and commissioners of roads and rev-
enue, to mark and lay out the bounds of prisoners, be and the same Prison bounds
is hereby ropealed; and that from and after the passage of this act, cnlarged:
the bounds of the different counties shall be the limits within which
prisoners confined for debt shall be restricted, on entering into bond,
28 now required by law, to keep within the prison bounds; and
hereafter the plaintifls in suitsshall not be compelled to pay the sus-
tenance and support of prisoners who take the benefit of the bounds.

: Approved June 30, 1837.

-1 -1 T
LNU. 13. AN ACT
or the reliel of the purchasera of tho Sixteenth Ssction, Township four, Range slx;
‘Weast, Inthe county of Lawrence and for other purposes,

Section 1. Be il enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the Stale of Alabama in General Assembly convensd,
That the Pregidentand Directors of the Branch of the Bank of the
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the stalute of which this is an amendment, she shall make her
Widow any  Clection either of dower or of a childs part, within twelve months
::‘t:':;}‘&'nxéf after the probate of the will or granting letters of administration,
or she shall be confined to her dower.
Sec, 2. That if a widow 1ake dower, she shall be entitled only
toa life estate in the real property, to return at her death, 1o the
Pen simpta sie State of hier deceased husband for distribution; if she takes a
Hwillow, childs part, she shall have in the property set npart to her, @
fee simple estate in the real property, and an absolute title to
the personal property including slaves, with power to control or
dispose of the sme by will, deed or otherwise.
Passed February Gth 1838,—Approved 8th Feb, 1838,

No. 24, AN ACT in nddition to An Aet, (npproved January D0th, 1835,) en-
titled An Act to prevent any person in this Territory from earrying urma
seerctly. 2

Secetion 1. Be itenncted by the Governor und Legislative

Council of the Territory of Florida, That from and afler the

Yenderatogor  passage of thisact, it shall not be lawlul for any person or per-

s sons in this Territory ta vend dirks, pocket pistols, sword canes,

ot howie knives, until he or they shall have first paid to the trea-

surer of the connty in which he or they intend to vend wea-

pons, a tax of two hundred dollars per anmum, and all persons

carrying said weapons openly shall pay {o the oflicer aforesaid

a tax of ten dollars per annum; and 1t shall be the duty of said

oflicer to give the parties so paying a wrilten certificate, sta-

ot ° tinge tiat they have complied with the provisions of this act. Four

' fifths of all monies so collected to be applied by the county

courts to county purposes, the other fifth to be paid to the pros-
ccuting attorney.

Sec, 2. Be it further enacted, That if any person shall be
known to violate this act, he or they so offending, shall be sub-
Jject to an indictment, and on conviction, to a fine ofnot less than
twa hundred nor exceeding five hundred dollars, at the discre-
tion of' the court.

See. 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
Judgen to chargo Several Judges of the Superior Courts of this Territory, to give
graudjuriee. — this act in charge to the grand juriors of their vespeetive dis-

tricts at each term of the court,
Passed 5th Fehuary, 1838.—Approved 10th Feb. 1838,

Tenaity.
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