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§ 32310. Prohibition on manufacture, import, sale, gift, loan,..., CA PENAL § 32310

 © 2023 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 1

KeyCite Red Flag - Severe Negative Treatment
 Unconstitutional or Preempted Held Unconstitutional by Duncan v. Becerra, 9th Cir.(Cal.), Aug. 14, 2020

West's Annotated California Codes
Penal Code (Refs & Annos)

Part 6. Control of Deadly Weapons (Refs & Annos)
Title 4. Firearms (Refs & Annos)

Division 10. Special Rules Relating to Particular Types of Firearms or Firearm Equipment (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 5. Large-Capacity Magazine (Refs & Annos)

Article 1. Rules Governing Large-Capacity Magazines (Refs & Annos)

West's Ann.Cal.Penal Code § 32310

§ 32310. Prohibition on manufacture, import, sale, gift, loan, purchase,

receipt, or possession of large-capacity magazines; punishment

Effective: November 9, 2016
Currentness

(a) Except as provided in Article 2 (commencing with Section 32400) of this chapter and in Chapter 1 (commencing with Section
17700) of Division 2 of Title 2, any person in this state who manufactures or causes to be manufactured, imports into the state,
keeps for sale, or offers or exposes for sale, or who gives, lends, buys, or receives any large-capacity magazine is punishable
by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year or imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170.

(b) For purposes of this section, “manufacturing” includes both fabricating a magazine and assembling a magazine from a
combination of parts, including, but not limited to, the body, spring, follower, and floor plate or end plate, to be a fully functioning
large-capacity magazine.

(c) Except as provided in Article 2 (commencing with Section 32400) of this chapter and in Chapter 1 (commencing with Section
17700) of Division 2 of Title 2, commencing July 1, 2017, any person in this state who possesses any large-capacity magazine,
regardless of the date the magazine was acquired, is guilty of an infraction punishable by a fine not to exceed one hundred dollars
($100) per large-capacity magazine, or is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100)
per large-capacity magazine, by imprisonment in a county jail not to exceed one year, or by both that fine and imprisonment.

(d) Any person who may not lawfully possess a large-capacity magazine commencing July 1, 2017 shall, prior to July 1, 2017:

(1) Remove the large-capacity magazine from the state;

(2) Sell the large-capacity magazine to a licensed firearms dealer; or

(3) Surrender the large-capacity magazine to a law enforcement agency for destruction.

 A-1
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§ 32310. Prohibition on manufacture, import, sale, gift, loan,..., CA PENAL § 32310

 © 2023 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 2

Credits
(Added by Stats.2010, c. 711 (S.B.1080), § 6, operative Jan. 1, 2012. Amended by Stats.2012, c. 43 (S.B.1023), § 107, eff. June
27, 2012; Stats.2013, c. 728 (A.B.48), § 1; Stats.2016, c. 58 (S.B.1446), § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2017; Initiative Measure (Prop. 63, §
6.1, approved Nov. 8, 2016, eff. Nov. 9, 2016).)

Editors' Notes

VALIDITY

For validity of this section, see Duncan v. Becerra, S.D.Cal.2019, 366 F.Supp.3d 1131, affirmed 970 F.3d 1133; Duncan v.
Becerra, C.A.9 (Cal.)2020, 970 F.3d 1133, rehearing en banc granted, opinion vacated by Duncan v. Becerra, 9th Cir.(Cal.),
February 25, 2021, 988 F.3d 1209.

For an order enjoining implementation and enforcement of subdivisions (c) and (d) of this section, as enacted by Initiative
Measure (Prop. 63, approved Nov. 8, 2016, eff. Nov. 9, 2016), see Duncan v. Becerra, S.D.Cal.2017, 265 F.Supp.3d 1106,
affirmed 742 Fed.Appx. 218, 2018 WL 3433828.

LAW REVISION COMMISSION COMMENTS

2010 Addition

Section 32310 continues former Section 12020(a)(2) without substantive change.

For circumstances in which this section is inapplicable, see Sections 16590 (“generally prohibited weapon”), 17700-17745
(exemptions relating to generally prohibited weapons), 32400-32450 (exceptions relating specifically to large-capacity
magazines).

See Section 16740 (“large-capacity magazine”). See also Sections 17800 (distinct and separate offense), 32315 (permit for
possession, transportation, or sale of large-capacity magazines between dealer and out-of-state client), 32390 (large-capacity
magazine constituting nuisance). [38 Cal.L.Rev.Comm. Reports 217 (2009)].

Notes of Decisions (35)

West's Ann. Cal. Penal Code § 32310, CA PENAL § 32310
Current with Ch. 1 of 2023-24 1st Ex.Sess, and urgency legislation through Ch. 888 of 2023 Reg.Sess. Some statute sections
may be more current, see credits for details.

End of Document © 2023 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 16740. Large-capacity magazine defined, CA PENAL § 16740

 © 2023 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 1

West's Annotated California Codes
Penal Code (Refs & Annos)

Part 6. Control of Deadly Weapons (Refs & Annos)
Title 1. Preliminary Provisions (Refs & Annos)

Division 2. Definitions (Refs & Annos)

West's Ann.Cal.Penal Code § 16740

§ 16740. Large-capacity magazine defined

Effective: January 1, 2012
Currentness

As used in this part, “large-capacity magazine” means any ammunition feeding device with the capacity to accept more than
10 rounds, but shall not be construed to include any of the following:

(a) A feeding device that has been permanently altered so that it cannot accommodate more than 10 rounds.

(b) A .22 caliber tube ammunition feeding device.

(c) A tubular magazine that is contained in a lever-action firearm.

Credits
(Added by Stats.2010, c. 711 (S.B.1080), § 6, operative Jan. 1, 2012.)

Editors' Notes

LAW REVISION COMMISSION COMMENTS

2010 Addition

Section 16740 continues former Sections 12020(c)(25) and 12079(b) without substantive change. [38 Cal.L.Rev.Comm. Reports
217 (2009)].

Notes of Decisions (3)

West's Ann. Cal. Penal Code § 16740, CA PENAL § 16740
Current with Ch. 1 of 2023-24 1st Ex.Sess, and urgency legislation through Ch. 888 of 2023 Reg.Sess. Some statute sections
may be more current, see credits for details.

End of Document © 2023 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 46. Assignment of judges; panels; hearings; quorum, 28 USCA § 46

 © 2023 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 1

United States Code Annotated
Title 28. Judiciary and Judicial Procedure (Refs & Annos)

Part I. Organization of Courts (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Courts of Appeals (Refs & Annos)

28 U.S.C.A. § 46

§ 46. Assignment of judges; panels; hearings; quorum

Effective: August 6, 1996
Currentness

(a) Circuit judges shall sit on the court and its panels in such order and at such times as the court directs.

(b) In each circuit the court may authorize the hearing and determination of cases and controversies by separate panels, each
consisting of three judges, at least a majority of whom shall be judges of that court, unless such judges cannot sit because
recused or disqualified, or unless the chief judge of that court certifies that there is an emergency including, but not limited to,
the unavailability of a judge of the court because of illness. Such panels shall sit at the times and places and hear the cases and
controversies assigned as the court directs. The United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit shall determine by rule
a procedure for the rotation of judges from panel to panel to ensure that all of the judges sit on a representative cross section
of the cases heard and, notwithstanding the first sentence of this subsection, may determine by rule the number of judges, not
less than three, who constitute a panel.

(c) Cases and controversies shall be heard and determined by a court or panel of not more than three judges (except that the
United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit may sit in panels of more than three judges if its rules so provide), unless
a hearing or rehearing before the court in banc is ordered by a majority of the circuit judges of the circuit who are in regular
active service. A court in banc shall consist of all circuit judges in regular active service, or such number of judges as may be
prescribed in accordance with section 6 of Public Law 95-486 (92 Stat. 1633), except that any senior circuit judge of the circuit
shall be eligible (1) to participate, at his election and upon designation and assignment pursuant to section 294(c) of this title
and the rules of the circuit, as a member of an in banc court reviewing a decision of a panel of which such judge was a member,
or (2) to continue to participate in the decision of a case or controversy that was heard or reheard by the court in banc at a time
when such judge was in regular active service.

(d) A majority of the number of judges authorized to constitute a court or panel thereof, as provided in paragraph (c), shall
constitute a quorum.

CREDIT(S)

(June 25, 1948, c. 646, 62 Stat. 871; Pub.L. 88-176, § 1(b), Nov. 13, 1963, 77 Stat. 331; Pub.L. 95-486, § 5(a), (b), Oct.
20, 1978, 92 Stat. 1633; Pub.L. 97-164, Title I, § 103, Title II, § 205, Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 25, 53; Pub.L. 104-175, § 1, Aug.
6, 1996, 110 Stat. 1556.)
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§ 46. Assignment of judges; panels; hearings; quorum, 28 USCA § 46

 © 2023 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 2

CHIEF CIRCUIT JUDGE (FIFTH CIRCUIT): ORDER
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY UNDER 28 U.S.C. § 46(B)

By order of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit dated January 8, 2007 and entitled “Order Vacating a
Declaration of a Judicial Emergency under 28 U.S. Code, Section 46(b)”, the Declaration of a Judicial Emergency because of
a shortage of judges and a growing workload, set out in a previous order of the Court dated September 28, 1999 and entitled
“Order Declaring an Emergency Under 28 U.S.C. § 46(b)”, is no longer needed and is hereby vacated.

CHIEF CIRCUIT JUDGE (FOURTH CIRCUIT): ORDER
REGARDING PERFORMANCE OF JUDICIAL DUTIES

Pursuant to the authority set forth in 28 U.S.C. § 46(c) and 28 U.S.C. § 294(c), all senior circuit judges in this circuit are
hereby assigned to perform all judicial duties in any case, or in the decision of any matter, such as a motion or any other
procedural or administrative matter, which has been properly assigned to them, whether in the ordinary course of business or
otherwise. Any senior circuit judge who undertakes the performance of any official duties pursuant to this designation consents
to participate (except upon absence from duty station or the like) in the consideration of the same until terminated, including,
but not exclusively, participation in in banc consideration of the matter.

ENTERED this 31st day of March, 1993.

SAM J. ERVIN, III

CHIEF CIRCUIT JUDGE

Notes of Decisions (65)

28 U.S.C.A. § 46, 28 USCA § 46
Current through P.L. 118-21. Some statute sections may be more current, see credits for details.

End of Document © 2023 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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A.D.1883. 7° Ric. II. c. 12-16. 

uj. 

xilij. 

force & ~e en toutz pointz ; et outre ceo est auxint 
aaentuz q ai aacun alien eit purc:lw:ez ou desore pur
chace ucun benefice de Seinte Esgliae Dignitc ou 
autre & en ppre psone p)igne poaaesaion dicelle ou 
loccupie de fait, deinz mesme le Roialme, aoit il a 10n 
c;,eps "pre, ou al oeps dautri sanz especiale congie du 
Roi, aoit ii compria en· mesme lestatut, & outre ceo 
encourge en toutz pointz tielx peines & forfaiture 
come sont ordeignez p un autre estatut fait en lan uv" 
del regne luy noble Roi E. aiel nre l' le Roi qore est, 
contre ceux qi purchacent pvisiona dabbeies ou Priories ; 
et enoutre au fyn q tielx licences ne se facent desorc 
enavant, le Roi voet & comande a toutz sea lieges & 
autres qils lour abstiegnent de cy enavant de luy prier 
dascuna tiela licences doner; et ai voet auxi le Roi luy 
mesmea abstiegner de doner ascune tiele licence, durantea 
lea guerres honpris au Cardinal de Naples ou a autre 
especiale psone a qi le Roi aoit p especiale cause tenuz. 

Item est ordeignez & assentuz & le Roi defende q 
desoremes nutt home chivache deinz le Roialme armez, 
encontre la forme de lcstatut de Norhamptoi'i sur ce 
fair, ne ove5<h lancegay deinz mesme le Roialme, les 
queux lancegayes aoient de tout ouatez deinz le dit 
Roialme come chose defendue p nre l' le Roi sur peine 
de forfaiture dicelx lancegaiea armures & au?s herneys 
quelconqes es mayna & possession de cell~y qi les port'a 
deaore deinz mesme le Roialme contre cestz estatut 
& ordinances aanz especiale congie de Roi nre I'. 
• Item es briefs de p)munire fai! est assentuz & ac

cordez q ceux Va qucux tielx briefa sont portez, & qi 
eont de ~nt hors de Roialme & sont de bone fame 
& aient faitz lo' geQaix atto'nes devant lo' deptir, q le 
Chaunceller [DenglePre '] pur le temps esteant, p 
ladvis des Justices purra g"ntier q mesmes lea psones 
purront apparoir & respondre & faire & resceivre ce q 
la ley demande, p lo' gdtalx atto'nea avantdiz siavant 
come es autres cas & quereles ; et ceux psones qi decy 
enavanc paueront p licence nre l' le Roi & soient 
aux.int de bone fame, q a lo' requeste le dit Chaunceller 
p ladvis des Justices lour purra g"ntier defaire lo' ge~ 
alx atto'nes en la Chancellerie p patent du Roi devant 
lo' passer, [a re!J>Ondre'] sibn es ditz brief, de f>)munire 
fa~, come en au't1s quereles en quel cas toutes voies soit 
ex~ mencion [faite 1] des briefs & quereles de p)mu
nire fai!; et celle patente enai faite, purront des lora les 
ditz atto'nes en ab,ence de lo' Meistres, respondre p 
eux & au't'a atto'nes desouz eux, devant quelcon<h juge 
du Roialme & faire & resceivre el dit cas, aiavant come 
en nutt autre cas nientcontresteant ascun estatut fait a 
connie avant ces heures. 

Item aur la grevouse pleinte qest faite des meyn
teno's des quereles & chaumpto's ; est ordeignez & 
assentuz q lestatutz ent faitz en les ans du regne le 
Roi Edward aiel nre dit l' le Roi primer & quan, et 
auxint en Ian Je nre I' le Roi qore est primer, aoient 
tenuz & gardez & duement executz en toutz pointz, 

Item est aasentuz & le Roi defende estroitement q 
decy enavant nulle paone aliene ou denszein de quel
con(h estat ou condicion qil soit amesne ou envoie ou 
face amesner ou envoier p 't're ou p meer hon du 
Roialme Dengle?re as ascunes pcles Descoce en prive 
ne en appt ascune mable dumure de blee de brees· ne 
dautre vitaille ou dautre refresshchement queconq, sur 
peine de forfaiture de mesmes !es vitailles armures & 
des autres chosea avantdites enaemble avC\: lea niefl 
vesseulx charettes & chivalx qi les portent ou amement, 
ou de la Oroie value dicellea, ai enai ne 10it q le 

1 • 1 Interlined on the Roll. 

Force and Elf ea in all PointJ ; and moreover it is 
uaented, That if any Alien have purchased, or from 
henceforth shall purchase any Benefice of Holy Church, 
Dignity, or other Thing, and in his proper Penon take 
Posaeasion of the same, or occupy it himself within the 
Realm, whether it be to his own proper Use, or to the 
Use of another, without especial Licence of the King, 
he shall be comprised within the same Statute ; and 
moreover shall incur all Pains and Forfeitures in all 
Points as is before ordained by another Statute made 
the Five and twentieth Year of the noble King Edward 
the Third, Grandfather to our Lord the King that now 
ia, 1Againft them that purchase Provisions of Abbeys or 
Priories ; and to the Intent that such Licences shall 
not be from henceforth made, the King willeth and 
commandeth to all his Subjects and other, that they 
shall a.b6tain them from henceforth to pray him for any 
such Licence to be given ; and also the K.ing himself 
will refrain to give any such Licence during the Wars, 
except to the Cardinal of Naples, or 10 some other 
special Person to whom the King is beholden for a 
special Cause. 

ITEM, It is ordained and assented, and also the King 
doth pr0hibit, That from henceforth no Man shall ride 
in Harness within the Realm, contrary to the Ferm of 
the Statute of Northampton thereupon made, neither 
with Launcegay within the Realm, the which Launce
gays be clearly put out within the said Realm, as a 
Thin~ prohibited by our Lord the King, upon Pain of 
Forfe11ure of the said Launcegays, Armours, and other 
Harness, in whose Hands or Possession they be found 
that bear them within the Realm, contrary to the Sta
tutes and Ordinances aforesaid, without the King's 
special Licence. 

ITEM, In Writs of Pra:munire facia.a, It is assented 
and agreed, That they against whom such Writs be sued, 
and w_ho at this Time be out of the Realm, and be of 
good Fame, and have made their general Attumies be
fore their departing, that the Chancellor of England for 
the Time being, by the Advice of the Juatices, may 
grant, that the ~me Persona may appear to answer, to 
do, and to receive that Thlng which the Law demandeth, 
by their general Atturnies aforesaid, as well as in other 
Causes and Quarrels ; and those Persona which from 
henceforth shall pass by the King's Licence, and be of 
good Fame, that at their Request the Chancellor, by 
the Advice of the Justices, may grant to them to make 
their general Atturniei; in the Chancery by the King's 
Patent, before their Passage, to answer as well in the 
said Writs of Pra::munire facias, aa in c,ther Writs and 
Plaints ; in which Case express Mention ,hall be made 
at all Times of th~ Writs and Plaints of Pra:munire 
facias; and thia Patent so made, the said Atturnies 
from hencefonh, in Absence of their Masters, may an
swer [for them, and make '] other Atturnies under 
them, before any Judge of the Realm, [10 '] do and 
receive in the said Case as much as in any other Case 
or Matter, notwithstanding any Statute made to the 
contrary heretofore. 

ITEM, For the grievous Complaint that is made of 
Mainta.inera of Quarrels, and Champertors ; It is or
dained and assented, That the Statutes thereof made in 
the First and Fourth Years of King Edward, Grandfather 
to our Lord the King that now is, and also in the First 
Year of our Lord the King that now is, shall be holden 
and kept, and duly executed in a.II Points. 

ITEM, It is assented, and the King straitly defendeth, 
That from henceforth no Person, .Alien nor Denizen, of 
whatsoever Estate or Condition that he be, ahall carry 
nor aend, nor do to be ca.med nor sent, by Land nor 
by Sea, out of the Realm of England, to any Parts of 
Scotland, privily nor apertly, any Manner of Armour, 
Com, Malt, or other Viauals, or any other refreshing, 
upon Pain of Forfeiture of the same Vifluals, Armours, 
and other Things aforesaid, together with the Ships, 
Vesaela, Carts, and Horses whlch shall bring or carry 
the same, or of the very Value of the same, except so it be 

35 

wbothallwo 
bt liabk to 
the Prnalcin 
ohs Ed.Ill. 
ll.J, C.U. 

The King'• 
Licrncr1 to 
thrcontnry 
1h&ll not bt 
uked for. 

XIII. 
No Man1hall 
ride armrd 
contrary 10 
the Sututr 
i Edw. III. 
chapter 3. 

XIV. 
For enabling 
Partica out uf 
thr Rralm 
to appoint 
Attornica 
inWriu or 
Pnmuoitt. 

xv. 
Sta1u1ca 
I Edw, Ill. 
ltlt. I. C. I ♦, 

4E.lll c.11; 

1 Ric.11.c 4; 
againll Main
tenanct, &c. 
confirmed. 

XVI. 
No Armour 
or ViAual 
,hall bt arnt 
into Scotland 
without 
Licencr of 
tbt King 1 
on Pain or 
Forfriturr 
thmuf. 
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832 

VI. 
Proviso u to 
Penona whoat 
Wives wear 
Velvets, &c. 
[Stt § I.J 

vu. 
Proviso for 

kiII~t~g;;:e::c. 

VIII. 
Cart-Horses and 
Sumpter-Horses, 

Recital of Stat. 
1-s H.V[U. c. 17. 
against shooting 
with Crolli-buwa 
and Hand-guns : 

Violation thereof; 

Penalty on Persona, 
having lesa than 
_.,oo. per Annum, 
keeping or using 
Cross-bows, &c. 
"'110. 

II. 
Length of 
Hand-guns, &c. 
to be kept, 

Those of leSB 
Length may be 
~ized and 
oestroyed by 
Persons haYJng 
,£100. a Year. 

33° HEN. VIII. c. 5, 6. A.D.1541-2-. 

ANO be it 1>vyded and enacted by au~tie aforesaid, that if the Wif of any pson ·~ psons were any velvet in the 
lynyng or other part of her gowne other then in the cwfes or purfels of suche gownl!, or ellf were any velvet in her 
kyrtell or were any peticote of silke, that then the husbande of c!Jy suche Wiif shall fynde one stoned horse of the 
stature above in this acte resyted, or shall incurre the abovesaide penaltie and forfaiture of tenne poundes to be levyed 
and rec~ed.as is afore declared~ Provyded also that this Acte or any thing therin conteyned shall not extende to 
charge any pson or poons whose Wif or Wiffes shall were any of the apparell or thingf above rehersed during the 
tyme such Wif or Wyffes shalbe devorsyd from her or ther husbonde or husbondes, or shall willingly ·absent her self 
from her said husbound and duringe suche absence shall were any of the apparell or other thyngf afore resyted : 
Provyded alwaies that heires wtin age being wardes whose landes tent(' and hereditamentf amount to the yerely value of 
CC ti. shall not be compelled by auc'tie of this acte till they ciime to ther full age to kepe any horses, althoughe the 
wiifes of suche heires w'in ag.e were any gowne of Sylke or any Frenche hood or Bonet of Velvet w' any habilyment 
past or egge of Gold Perle or Stone or any chayne of gold about ther nekkf or in ther plettf or in any apparell of ther
bodie; Any thing in this .Acte to the contrary notw'stonding. 

PaovvDED also that if all or any the horses kept by vertue· of this acte shall happen to be kyllyd maymyd or lost in 
the lvice of the Kingf warres, That then in ePy suche case the owners of suche horse or horses so kyllyd maymed 
pisshed' or lost in the warres shall have libtie, by the space of twoo yeres next after suche chaunce of kylling maymyng 
pisshing or losing ther horses, to Dvide other horses in the stede and place of the horses so kylled maymed pisshed 
or lost in the Warres, w'out any daunger losse or penalcie of this acte; Any thing in this acte to the contrary therof 
notw'stonding. 

PaovvDED also that cart horses or sumpter horses shall not be takyn reputed or reckned for any suche horses 
whiche any pson is or shalbe bounden to kepe by vertu of this acte. 

CHAPTER VI. 

AN AcTfI toncerninge Crosbowes and Handguns. 

WHERE in the Parliament holden at Westin the fyftenthe daye of Januarie in the twenty fyve Y ere of the 
Kinges most gracious Raigne, and there contynued and kepte untill the. thirtieth daye of Marche then next 

ensuynge, amonge diVse and sondrie holsome and lawdable Act(' Statutf and ordyn•ncf one Statute and Ordyn"nce 
was made and ordeyned for the avoydinge and eschewinge of shotinge in Crosbowes and Handguns; synce the 
makinge of whiche Acte . di?se malicious and evill disposed psons not only p)sumynge wilfullye and obstynatlye the 
vfofac6n and breach of the saide Acte, but also of their malicious and evill disposed myndes and purposes have 
wilfully and shamefully comytted ppetrated and done di~se detestable and shamefull murthers roberies felonyes ryott(' 
and routf with Crosbowes little shorte handguns and little hagbuttf, to the great pill and contynuall feare and daunger 
of"the King(' most lovinge subject(', and also di?se Kepers of Forest(' Chases and Parkf aswell of our saide Soveraigne 
Lorde as other his Nobles and Comons and diVse Gentlemen Yomen and Servingmen nowe of late have layde aparte 
the good and laudable excise of the longe bowe, whiche alwaye heretofore hathe bene the suertie savegarde and 
contynuall defence of this Realme of Englande, and an inestimable dread and terror to the Enemyes of the same, 
and nowe of fate the saide evill disposed psons have used and yet doe daylie use to ryde and goe in the Kingt highe 
W'ayes and elswhere, havinge with them Crosbowes and little handguns, ready furnished with Quarrellf Gunpowder 
fyer & touche to the great pill and feare of the Kingf most lovinge Subjectf: Foa REFORMACON wherof be it 

enacted ordeyned and established by the Kinge our Soveraigne Lorde the Lordes spuall and temporall and the Comons 
in this p}sent Parliament assembled and by thauctoritie of the same, in maner and fourme followinge That ys to saye ; 
that noe pson or psons of what estate or degree he or they be, excepte he or they in their owne right or in the right of 
his or their Wyeff(' to his or their owne uses or any other to the use of any suche pson or psons, have landes tent(' 
fees annuyties or Officf to the yerely value of one hundred pound(', from or after the laste daye of June next •comynge, 
shall shote in any Crosbowe handgun hagbutt or demy hake, or use or kepe in his or their houses or elswhere any 
Crosbowe handgun hagbut or demy hake, otherwise or in any other manner then ys hereafter in this ~sent Acte declared, 
uppon payne to forfeyt for everie tyme that he or they so offendinge cont"rie to this Acte tenne poundes. 

AND furthermore be· it enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide that no pson or psons, of what estate or degree soever 
he or they be, from or after the saide laste daye of June shall shote in carye kepe use or have in his house or els where 
any handgune other then suche as shalbe in the stock and gonne of the Ienghe of one hole Yarde, or any hagbutt or 
demyhake other then suche as shalbe in the stock and gune of the lenghe of thre quarters of one Yarde, uppon payne to 
forfeyt for everie tyme that he or they shall carie use or have anye suche Gun being not of the lenghe of one whole 
Yarde or hagbutt or demyhake. beinge not of t!te lenghe of thre quarters of a Yarde, Tenne pound(' sterlinge. 
And that it shalbe laufull to everie pson and psons, web have landes tent(' fees annuyties or officf to the yerelye 
value of one hundred pound(' as ys aforesaide, to seise and take everie suche Crosbowe, and also everie handgun 
beinge in stock and gune shorter in lenghe then one whole Yarde and everie hagbutt and demyhake beinge shorter 
in lenghe then thre quarters of a Yarde, or any of them ; · from the Kepinge or possession of everie suche Offendor 
contrie to the forme of this Acte, and the same Crosbowe or Crosbowes to kepe and reteyne to his or their owne 
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1Se: and also the same handguns hagbuttt' and demyhakt' so seised and taken within twenty dayes next after the 
same seisure or takinge to breake and distroye, upon peyne of fourtye Shillingt' for everie Gune so seised and not 
broken and destroyed, and the same so broken and destroyed to kepe & reteyne to his or their owne use. 

AND be it further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that noe pson or psons, other then suche as have land{' tentf 
rentt' fees annuyties or Offict' to the yerely value of one hundred Poundt' as ys aforesaide, from or after the saide laste 
daye of June, shall carrie or have, in his or their Jomey goinge or ridinge in the King{' highe waye or elswhere, any 
Crosbowe bent or Gune charged or furnished withe Powder fier or touche for the same, Except it be in tyme and 
Service of W arre, upon payne to forfeyt for everie suche Offence tenne pound{'; this p)sent Acte or any thinge therin 
conteyned to the contr"ie notwithstandinge. 

AND be it further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that no pson or psons from the saide laste daye of June 
shall in anywise shote in or withe anye handgune demyhake or hagbutt at any thinge at lardge, within any Cittie 
Boroughe or Markett Towne or within one quarter of a myle of anny Cittie Boroughe or Markett Towne, excepte it 
be at a Butt or Banek of earth in place convenient, or for the defence of his pson or house, upon payne to 
forfeyte for everie suche Shott tenne poundes ; this p)sent Acte or anny thinge therin conteyned to the contrarie 
notwithstandinge. 

AND be it further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that noe pson or psons of what estate or degre soever he or 
they be, shall from or after the saide laste daye of June comaunde any of his or their servauntf to shote in any 
Crosbowe handgune hagbutt or demyhake of his or their saide Masters or of any other psons, at any deare fowle or 
other thinge excepte it be only at a butt or bank of Earth or in the tyme of Warre as ys abovesaide, upon ·payne to 
forfeyt for everie suche offence tenne pound(' : The one moytie of all w<h forfeytures and penalties in this plsent Acte 
above specified shalbe to the Kinge our Soveraigne Lorde his heires and Successors, and thother moytie thereof to the 
partie that will sue for the same by bill playnt accon of Debte or Informac6n in anny of the King{' Court(.' of Recorde 
in whiche suyte noe Essoyne oteccon nor ·wager of )awe shalbe allowed. 

PROVIDED alwaye and be it enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that it shalbe laufull from henceforthe to all Gentlemen 
Yeomen and Servingemen of everie Lorde or Lord(' spuall or temporall and of all Knightt' Esquiers and Gentlemen, 
and to all the Inhabitaunt(' of Citties Boroughes and Markett Townes of this Realme of Englande, to shote withe any 
handgune Demyhake or hagl;mtt at anye butt or bank of Earth onlye in place convenient for the same, so that everie 
suche handgune Demyhake or hagbutt be of the se~all lenghes aforesaide and not under; and that it shalbe laufull 
to everie of the saide Lorde and Lord{' Knight(' Esquiers and Gentlemen, and the lnhabitauntf of everie Cittie 
Boroughe and Markett Towne, to have and kepe in everie of their houses any suche handgune or handgunes of 
the Ienghe of one whole Yarde, or any hagbutt or Demyhake of the lenghe of thre quarters of a Yarde as ys 
aforesaide and not under, to thintent to .use and shote in the same at a butt or banke of Earthe onlye, as ys 
abovesaid, wherbye they and everie of them by thexcise thereof in forme abovesaid may the better ayde and assist 
to the defence of this Realme when nede shall requyre ; this p)sent Acte or any thinge therein conteyned to the 
contr"ie notwithstandinge. 

AND be it further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that it shalbe laufoll to everie pson and psons whiche dwelleth 
and inhabiteth in anye house standinge and being sett distant twoo furlongt' from any Cittie Boroughe or Towne, to 
kepe and have in his saide house for the onelye defence of the same handgunes hagbutt(' and demyhakes beinge of the 
severall lenghes aforesaide and not under, & to use and ex&ise to shote in the same at any butt or bancke of earthe 
nere to his house and not otherwise; Any thinge conteyned in this Acte to the contr•ie notwithstandinge. 

AND furthermore the King(' most lovinge Subjectt' the Lordes spuall and temporall and the Comans in this p)sent 
Parliament assembled, most humblye doe beseche the King{' Majestie that it be further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, 
that all ires patent(' Fraternyties, and also all other placard(' lycences and bill(' assigned heretofore had made or signed 
by his Highnes or by any other authorised by his Highnes ires patent(' under his Great Seale to give licence and placarde 
to shote in Crosbowes & handgunes or any of them, shalbe from and after the saide laste daye of June frustrate voyde 
and of none effecte. 

AND also that it may be further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide that the saide Statute made in th~ saide xxv'h 

Y ere of the King{' most gracious Raigne, and all other Statutt' heretofore made and ovided for thavoydinge and restreynt 
in shotinge of Crosbowes and handguns or for any of them, or for the usinge and kepinge of the same, be from 
henceforth utterlie voyde and of none effecte : Provided alwayes that cverie ocesse suyte or Informac6n conceaved 
comenced and nowe dependinge for any Offence done contr"ie to the forme of the saide Statute made in the said xxv'h 

Y ere of the King(' moste noble Raigne, or of any other Statute made (') pvyded for and conceminge the shotinge in 
Crosbowes and handguns, not repealed, and for the kepinge of the same, shalbe as good and effectual! to the 
parties that have comenced the ( •) and shall stande and be in suche forme effecte and condicon as if this Acte had 
never bene made. 

III. 
Penalty upon 
u_n~ualified Person, 
nding, &c. with 
Guns charged, &c. 

IV. 
None shall shoot at 
large in Cities, &c. 

V. 
None shall order 
their Servants to 
shoot at Deer, &c. 
with Hand.guns. 

Application 
of Penalties. 

VI. 
Shootin11 at Butt, 
wi1h Hand-guns 
allowed. 

VII. 
Hand-guns allowed 
out of Cities for 
Defonce of House~, 
&c, 

VIII, 
Patents, &c. to 
shoot in Crossbows, 
&c. declared void. 
[Bu1m § XIV.] 

IX. 
2s H.VlII. c, 17, 
&c. repealed ; 

Except as to Suits 
depending. 

PROVIDED also that this Acte or any thinge therin conteyned be not in any wise hurtfull or p)judiciall to any pson Proviso f~; Persona 

or psons nowe beinge or that hereafter shalbe appoynted by the King{' Highnes, to kepe receyve or take any Crosbowes ~:~P~!;;{r:sbows, 

or Handguns that shalbe forfeyted or taken within the precinae or lit>tye of the Kingt' forrestf park('. or ch aces, but Foreats : 

that he or they may laufully kepe and reteyne the same Crosbowes or Handguns from tyme to tyme untiil suche tyrne 
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for Maiten 
of Crosabows, 8cc. 

and Merchant■ 
dealing therein. 

XI. 
Proclamation of 
the Aa in each 
County. 

XII. 
Hou1~keepers not 
liable to Penalty ,~;r:; c¾:st'!s, 
&c, 

xm. 
Offenders may be 
arrested by any 
Peraons. 

XIV. 
Licencea, if given, 
(Stt ~ VIII.) 
shall specify at 
what Heasts, &c. 
the Party licensed 

::r1 :~~~e~:~; 
to obey such 
Regulations. 

xv. 
Recovery a11d 
Application of 
Penalties. 

XVI. 
Penalty on Jurors 
charged to enquire 
into Offences, who 
ehall conceal the 
1ame, zos. 

gg O HEN. VIII. c. 6. A.D.1541-i. 

a$ the further pleasure of the King{' Highnes in that behalfe be to efJy suche pson shewed & declared : Provided also 
that this Acte extende not to the makers of Crosbowes or Handguns, but that they may laufully kepe Crosbowes and 
Handguns Hagbutt(.' and Demyhak.es in their houses, and shott in the same onlye for provinge & assayinge of them at 
a butt or bank of earthe in the place convenient and not otherwise, so that the saide Handguns Hagbutt(.' & Demyhak.(' 
be of the sefJaU lenghes in Stock and Gune as ys above lymitted : Provided also that this Acte nor any thinge therin 
conteyned extende not or be pljudiciall to any Marchaunt(.' whiche have or shall have any Crosbowes Handguns 
Hagbutt(' and Demyhakf or any of them to sell within this Realme and to none other use, so that the same Handguns 
Hagbutt(' and Demyhakf be of the sefJall lenghes in Gune and Stocke as ys above lymitted and not under. 

PROVIDED also that noe manner of parson rune in any daunger or take hurte by reason, of any penaltye or forfeiture 
conteyned in this Acte untill suche tyme as pclamacon be made of the same Acte, within the Countye where the partie 
that shall or maye offende cont"rie to this Acte.dwelleth, by the space of twentye dayes nexte after the makinge of the 
saide 11clamac6n. 

PROVIDED also that yf any manner of pson bringe or cause to be brought withe him into his lodginge or in or to 
any other mans house any Crosbowe or Handgune, that then the penaltye and forfeyture, yf any suche be 0r hereafter 
shalbe forfeited by reason of this Acte, to rune and be onely upon the bringer of the saide Crosbowe and Handgune 
and not to the owner of the same lodginge or house, yf the saide [howner '] of the said lodging or house cause thes aide 
bringer thereof to take & carrie awaye the saide Crosbowe or Handgune agayne withe him at his departinge; anye 
thinge in this Aae made to the cont"rie notwithstandinge. 

AND be it also enacted by thauctoritie of this plsent parliament that if any pson or psons, from or after the laste daye of 
June next comynge, see or fynde any pson or psons offendinge or doinge cont"rie to the forme and effecte of this Acte, 
that then it shalbe laufull to everie suche pson or psons pceyvinge fyndinge or seinge anye suche pson or psons so 
offendinge cont•rie to the fourme of this acte, to arrest and attache eVy suche offendor or offendors and to bringe or 
convey the same to the next Justice of Peace of the same Countye where the said offendor or offendors shalbe founde 
soe offendinge ; .;And that the same Justice of Peace upon a due exiacon and proeff thereof before him had or made by 
his discrecon shall have full power and aucthoritie to sende or comytt the same offendor or offendors to the next Gaole, 
there to remayne till suche tyme as the saide penaltye or forfeyture shalbe trulye contented and. paide by the saide 
offendor ; the one moytie of the same penaltye to be paide to the King(' Highnes and thother moytie thereof to the 
fir&t bringer·or conveyer of the saide offendor to the same Justice of Peace. 

AND be it further enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that yf any pson or psons doe at any tyme hereafter obteyne 
gett or purchase, of the King(' Majestie his heires or successors, any placarde licence or bill assigned to shote in any 
Crosbowe Handgun Hagbutt or Demyhake cont•rie to the tenor purporte and effecte of this p)sent acte, that then there 
shalbe conteyned in everie suche placarde licence and bill assigned, at what beast(' fowles or other thinges the saide 
pson or psons so obteyninge any suche placarde licence or bill assigned shall shote, withe any Crosbowe Handgune 
Hagbutt or Demyhake, or els that everie suche placarde licence and bill assigned hereafter to be obteyned gotten or 
purchased shalbe clerely voyde frustrate and of none effecte: And also that everie suche pson or psons so obteyninge 
any suche placarde licence or bill assigned, before they shote in any suche Crosbowe Handgun Hagbutt or Demyhake, 
in any suche manner or forme as shalbe mencioned in any suche placarde licence or bill assigned, shalbe bounden in 
the King(' Courte of Chauncerie by recognizaunce in the some of twenty pound(.' to the King(.' use withe and upon 
condicon that he so obteyninge or havinge the saide licence placarde or bill assigned, shall not shote in any Crosbowe 
Handgune Hagbutt or Demyhake at any other beast(' or fowles then in any suche placarde licence or bill assigned 
shalbe conteyned and specified, and els all suche placardes licencf and bill(' assigned so hereafter to be made to any 
pson or psons not beinge so bounden by recognizaunce in the Courte of Chauncerie as is aforesaide, to be utterlie 
voide and of none effecte. 

AND be it further enacl:ed by thauctoritie aforesaide, that it shalbe laufull to all Justic(' of Peace in their sessions and 
to all Stewardes and Baylieff(' in their seVall leet(.' and lawe dayes to enquyre heare and determyne eVy suche offence 
after the saide laste daye of June to be corriytted and done cont•rie to the tenor of this {>)sent Acte; So that alwayes noe lesse 
fyne then tenne poundes be assessed upon everie suche p)sentment and conviccon made accordinge to the due course of 
the lawe; the same fyne so by the same Justicf of Peace upon everie suche p)sentment and conviccon made before them 
in their Sessions, to be payde and levyed onely to the King(' use ; and the one moytie of everie fyne to be assessed by 
the Stewardf or Baylyfff of any leete or lawe daye, upon everie plsentment and conviccon before them, to be payde and 
levyed to the use of the Kinge our Soveraigne Lorde, and ( •) the other moytie the one halfe to the owner of the saide 
leete or lawe daye by distresse or accon of debte, and thother halfe of the same seconde moytie of the same fyne, to be 
to the partie that will pursue for the same in any of the Kingf Court(' by bill playnte informacon or accon of debte, in 
the whiche none Essoyne 11teccon nor wager of lawe shalbe allowed. 

AND be it further enacted, that yf any Jurie beinge swome and charged to enquyre for the Kinge our SofJaigne Lorde 
before anye Justicf of the Peace or Steward(' of leetf or lawdayes, of any offencf comytted or done cont"rie to this 
p)sent Acl:e, doe wilfullie conceale any of the same off enc(', that then the saide Justic(.' Steward(.' or Bayliff(.' before whom 
any concealment shalbe had and done, shall have auctoritie by vertue of this p)sent Acte from tyme to tyme to chardge 
and sweare an other Jurie of twelve or mo good and substantiall honest psons to enquire of everie suche concealment, 
and if any suche concealment be founde and presented by the saide Jurie so chardged to enquyre of the same, that 
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then everie one of the saide fyrste J urie that so did conceale the same, shall leese and forfeyt for everie suche 
concelement of e~ suche offence twenty shilling(' ; All whiche forfeytures and penaltyes of twentye shilling(' for everie 
such concealment of everie suche offence so found and p)sented before the same Justic(' of Peace shall holye be levyed and 
payde to the King(' use, and the moytie of all the same forfeytures and penaltyes of twenty shilling(', so founde and 
j>}sented before the Steward(' or Bayliff(' of any leete or lawdaye, shalbe levied and paide..to the use of the owner of the 
saide leete or lawdaye by distresse or accon of debte, and thother moytie thereof to be to the partie or parties that will 
sue for the same by acc6n informac6n bill or playnte in any of the King(' Court(', in the whiche acc6ns informac6ns 
bill(' or playntf ilo wager of !awe essoyne nor ~tecc6n shalbe allowed. 

PROVIDED alwaies and be it enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide, that yf any pson or psons hereafter in any parte do 
offende or do contr"ie to the purvewe and remedy of this Acte, whereupon cause of Acc6n for the same offence shalbe 
geven to the Kinge his heires or successors or to any other pson or psons that will sue by vertue of this Acte for the 
punyshment of the saide offence or forfeytures, that yf the Kinge our Soveraigne Lorde his heires or successors within 
one yere next and ymediatlye afler suche offenc(' and forfeytures had and made do not pursue their acc6n or acc6ns so 
given by this Acte or cause exaiacon upon suche default(' and offenc(' to be had and made before their counsaile, or 
other p)sentment(' thereof to be had accordinge to the meanynge of the same Acte, and everie other pson whiche hereafter 
by vertue of this Acte maye have accon or accons suyte or informacon upon this Statute within halfe a yere next and 
ymediatlye after suche offencf or forfeitures had and made do not comence their suyt(' informac6n accons or plsentment(' 
of and upon the said forfeytt' by acc6n or otherwise as in this plsent Acte ys lymited and declared, that then aswell the 
Kinge our SoVaigne Lorde his heires and successors, after one yere next after suche offenc(' and forfeyt(' had and 
made yf no suyte in his or their name be taken by accon or otherwise as ys before explssed before the same yere 
ended & de\'myned, as everie other pson after halfe yere next after like Offenc(' had and done in the fourme 
aforesaide yf noe suyte thereupon be taken by none of them in fourme above declared, be utterly excluded and 
debarred of their saide suyt(' accons Informacons and exaiacons to them g-yven by vertue of the saide Acte, and 
the partyes and eVy of them so offendinge shalbe of all suche Offenc(' and forfeyt(' clerely dischardged an<l quytt ; 
Any thinge in this Acte comprised to the cont"rie notwithstandinge. 

PaovmED alwayes and be it enacted by thauctoritie aforesaide that this plsent Acte ne any thinge therin conteyned 
shall in anywise extende or be pljudiciall unto the King(' Subject(' resident or inhabitinge nere unto the Coast(' of the 
Sea in any parte of this Realme, their houses bemge not above fyve myles distant from the same Costf, nor also to 
any of the saide Subject(' inliabitinge within twelve myles of the borders of Scotlande, nor to any the King(' Subject(' 
Inhabitaunt(' of the Towne and Marches of Callice, nor to any of the Inhabit"untf of the Isles of Jersey Gernesey 
Anglesey and the Isles of Weight and Man, but that it shalbe laufull for everie of the saide Inhabitaunt(' at 
all tymes hereafter to have excise and use their handguns hagbutt(' and' demyhakes of the Ienghes abovesaide 
within the lymytt(' and Isles abovesaide,. so that it be at noe manner of Dere heron Shoveler fesant partriche 
Wild Swanne or Wilde Elke or any of them ; this p)sent Acte or any thinge therin conteyned to the contr"ie 
notwithstandinge. 

PnovIDED also that this Acte ne any thinge therin conteyned be in anywise hurtfull or p)judiciall to any ~v"nte 
or pson that hereafter, from the saide laste daye of June, shall bend beare carrie charge use or assaye anye Crosbowe 
or any handgun demyhake or hagbutt of the lenghes abovesaide, by the comaundment of his Lorde [and'] Master so 
that the saide ~v•nte or pson doe not shote at any fowle Dere or other Game of what K ynd or nature soever they 
be; nor also to any suche ~v•nte pson or psons that shall after the saide last daye of June beare or convey any Crosbowe 
handgun hagbutt or Demyhake of the lenghes aforesaide to any place or places, by the comaundment of his Jorde 
or master that maye shote by auctoritie of this Acte, to be amended repayred delyvered or assayed ; so that the 
saide Servaunte or other pson so bringinge or conveyinge the saide Crosbowe handgun hagbutt or demyhake have 
redye to shewe to e~y pson requiring the sight thereof one licence in Writinge sealed or subscribed by his saidc 
Lorde or Master to carrie and convey the same Crosbowe handgun hagbutt or demyhake to thintent to be amended 
repayred assayed or delivered as ys aforesaide. 

PROVIDED alwaies that this Acte or any thinge conteyned therein shall not extende to any Owner of any Shippe, for 
having or kepinge of any handgun hagbutt or demyhake of the se~all lenghes in this Acte explssed or under, 
only to be had and occupied within their Shippe or other Vessell, or for the carriage and recarriage of them or any of 
them on lande, or kepinge of them for the on lye excise and occupyinge of them within their saide Shippe or Vessell ; 
Anye thinge in this Acte to the contr"ie in any wise notwithstandinge. 

1 or O. 

835 

XVII. 
Limitation of 
Proaecutions ; 
One Year to the 
King, and Half a 
Year to others, 

XVIII. 
Proviso for 
Inhabitants near 
the Sea Coasts, 
Scotland, Calais, 
Jersey, &:c. 

XIX. 
Proviso for 
Servants under 
Orders of their 
Masters, 

xx. 
Proviso for 
Owners of Ships, 
&c. 
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ACTS 
PASSED AT THE SESSION BEGUN AND HELD AT BOSTON, 

ON THE THIRTIETH DAY OF l\IAY, A. D. 1750. 

CIIAPTER 1. 

AN ACT FOR IMPOWERING THE PROVINCE TREASllRER TO BORROW 
THE suir OF FIVE THOUSAND POUNDS, FOR APPLYI~G THE SAME TO 
DISCHARGE THE DEETS OF THE PTIOYINCE AND DEFREY THE 
CHARGES OF GOVERNMENT, AND FOR l\IAKING PROVISION FOR THE 
REPAYMENT OF THE SUM SO BORROWED. 

Be it enc1ctecl by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council ancl House of Rep-
rese11tatives, • 

[SECT. 1.J That the treasurer of this proYince be and hereby is Treasurer em

impowerecl to borrow from such person or persons as shall appear ready f.i:£~~0tg r~~r

to lencl the same, a sum not e:s:ceecling firn thousand pounds in Spanish the pro~ince. 

mill'd dollars ; and the snm so borrowed shall be n stock in the treas-
ury, to be· npplyed for defreying the charges of this gowrnment in 
manner ns in this net is after clirectecl, nncl for eYery sum so borrowed, 
the treasurer shall give a receipt of the form following; viz.,-

Province of the l\fassachusC'tts Bay, day of 17 , received F~rm ofhi~ re-
from the sum of pounds, for the use and service of ceipt for said 
the Province of the l\Iassachnsetts Bay ; and in behalf of snicl Pro·dnce, I do money. 

hereby promise and oblige myself nntl my successors in the ofiice of treasurer, 
to repay the said , bis heirs or assigns, on or before the tenth 
day of June, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-two, the aforesaid sum of 

pounds, with interest for the same, at and after the rate of six 
per cent per annum. "\Vitness my hand, , Treasurer. 

-and no receipt shall be given for any sum less than fifty pounds; and 
the treasurer is hereby directed to use bis discretion in borrowing said 
sum at such times as that be may be enabled to comply with the draughts 
that may be made on the treasury in pursuance of this net. 

Ancl be U further enacted, 
[SECT. 2.] That the aforesaid snm of five thousand pounds shall be £1_,750 appro

issuecl out of the treasury in manner and for the l)nrposes followinO' • pnated f?r forts • ~ • • , :::, ' and garrisorn,. 
viz., the sum of seventeen hundred and fifty pounds, part of the afore-
said snm of five thousand pounds, slrnll be applyed for the service of the 
several forts and garrisons within this province, pursuant to such orders 
and grants as are or shall be made by this court for those purposes ; 
and the further sum of one thousand pounds, part of the nfores[licl sum of £~,ooo for com
five thousand pounds, shall be npplyecl for the purchasing provisions missary's store1>. 

and the commissary's necessary disbursements for the service of the 
several forts and garrisons within this province, pursuant to such grants 
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544 PROVINCE LAWS.-1750-51. [CHAPS. 16, 17.] 

Ancl whereas there are sometimes contingent and unforeseen charges 
that demand prompt payment,-

Be it furthe1' enact eel, . 
£100 forcontin- [SECT. 16.J Tb.at the sum of one hundred pounds, being the remain-
gent charges. • h • ] f h 1 • h 1 rng part oft e aforesau snm o seven t ousanc eig t hunc red ancl sixty 

pounds, be applied to pay such contingent charges, and for no other 
purpose whatsoever. 

Proviclecl alwaJJS,-
Rcmainder t? [SECT. 17.J That the remainder of the sum which shall be brought 
be and remain , b h • · 1 b '-
as a stock in the mto the treasury y t e tax aforesatc , o,·er and abm·e w at s!iall he 
treasury. sufficient to pay off the benefit tickets as aforesaid, shall be ancl remain 

as a stock in the treasury, to be applied as the general court of this 
province shall hereafter order, ancl to no other purpose whatsoever ; any 
thing in this act to the contrary notwithstanding . 

.Ancl be it further enacted, 
Money to be [SECT. 18.J That tlie treaimrer is hereby directed and orclerecl to pay 
~~tti:1~~~~~: the sum of eight thousand and ten ponnds, as aforesaid, ont of such 
priations. appropriations as shall be c1irectec1 to by warrant, and no other, upon 

pain of refunding all such sum or sums as he shall otherwise pay ; ancl 
the secretary to whom it belongs to keep the muster-rolls an<l accompts 
of charge, shall lay before the house of representatiYes, when they direct, 
such muster-rolls and accompts after payment thereof. 

And be it further enacted, 
Directors' al- [SECT. 19.J That the directors or managers by this act appointed, 
~;ci~nb; \i~e shall have such allowances for their services as the general court shall 
general court. hereafter order, and in case of the death, refusal or incapacity of at-

Governor's 
grant. 

Preamble. 

tendance of any one or more of said managers, the vacancy shall be 
fill'd up by the governour and council. [Passed February 8; published 
February 16, 1750-51. 

CHAPTER 16. 
AN ACT FOR GRANTING THE SUM: OF THREE HUNDRED POUNDS, FOR 

THE SUPPORT OF HIS HONOUR THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOUR AND 
COlI:MANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and House of 
Representctt ives, 

That the snm of three hundred pounds be and hereby is granted unto 
his most excellent majesty, to be paicl out of the pnblick treasury to his 
honour Spencer Phips, Esq[r]., lieutenant-governour and commander-in
cbief in and over bis majesty's province of the Massachusetts Bay, for 
bis past services, and further to enable him to manage the publick 
affairs of the province. [Passecl February 15 ;* published February 16, 
1750-51. 

CIIAPTER 17. 
AN ACT FOR PREVENTING AND SUPPRESSING OF RIOTS, ROUTS AND 

UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLIES. 

WHEREAS the provision already made by law bas been found insuffi
cient to prevent routs, riots and tumultuous assemblies, and the evil 
consequences thereof; wllerefore,-

• See the note to this chapter, post. 
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[3o SEss. J PROVIN"CE LAWS.-1750-51. 

Be U enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council ancl Ilo1tse of 
Representatives, 

545 

[SECT. 1.J That from and after the publication of this act, if any Offieersto_ make 

t h b f t l L • , l . h l b proclamut10n persons, o t e num er o we ve or more, uemg arm < wit c u s or when persons 

other weapons, or if any number of persons, consisting of fifty or ~~~e~0~~ti~ 1Y 
upwards, whether armed or not, shall be unlawfully, riotously or 

• tumultuously asselllbled, any justice of the peace, field ofl1eer or cap
tain of the militia, sheriff of the county or nmlersheriff, or any con
stable of the town, shall, among the rioters, or as near to them as he 
can safely come, command silence while proclamation is making, and 
shall openly make proclamation in tllese or the like words:-

Our sovereign lord the king chargeth and commandeth all persons being Form of the 
assembled, immediatel.v to disperse themselves, and peaceably to depart to proclamation. 
their habitations, or to their lawl'ul business; upon the pains contaiEcd in the 
act of this province maue in the twenty-fourth year of his ma_icsty King 
George the Second, for preventing and suppressing of riots, routs and un-
lawful assemulies. God save the king. 

And if such persons so unlawfully assembled, shall, after proclama
tion macle, not disperse themselves within one hour, it shall be lawful 
for every such officer or officers, and for such other persons as he or 
they shall command to be assisting, to seize such persons, and carry 
them before a justice of the peace; and if such person shall be killed 
or hnrt by reason of_ their resisting the persons so dispersing or seizing 
them, the said officer or officers and their assistants shall be indemni
fied ancl held guiltless. 

[SECT. 2. J And all persons who, for the space of one hour after Pena)ty for dis 
proclamation made as aforesaicl,-or to whom proclamation ought to obedience. 

have been made, if the same bad not been hindred,-shall unlawfully, 
routously, riotously and tumultuously continue together, or shall wil-
fully let or hinder any such officer, who shall be known, or shall openly 
declare himself to be such, from making the said proclamation, shall 
forfeit all their lands and tenements, goods and chattles, to his majesty· 
( or such a part thereof as shall be acljnclged by the justices before whom 
such offence shall be tried), to be applied towards the support of the 
government of this province; and shall be whipt thirty-nine stripes on 
the naked back at the publick whipping-post, and suffer one year's 
imprisonment, and once every three months dnring said imprisonment 
receive the same number of stripes on the naked back at the publick 
whipping-post as aforesaid. 

[~ECT. 3.J And if an_y such person or persons, so riotously assem
bled, shall demolish or pull clown, or begin to demolish or pull clown, 
any dwelling-house or other house parcel thereof, any house built for 
publick uses, any barn, mill, malt-honse, store-house, shop or ship, he 
or they shall suffer the same pains and penalties as are before provided 
in this act. 

Ancl be it fm·ther enacted, 
[SECT. 4. J That this act shall be read at every general sessions of This act to be. 

th d t th • · · t· O' f b t ·th· th· readattheanme peace, an a e anmve1saiy mee In 0 0 eac own, WI In lS versary meeting 
province, annually; and no person shall be prosecuted for any offence of the towns 

l • 1 • b d • h' 1 and general contrary to t ns act, un ess prosecution e commence wit rn twe ve sessions of the 
months after the offence committed. peace. 

Proviclecl always,- . 
[SECT. 5.J That where there shall appear any circumstances to miti- Judges empow

gatc or alleviate any of the offences against this act, in tbe judgment fl:~~0nfs\~~nt 
of the court before which such offence shall be tried, it shall and may of whipping, in 

be lawful for the judges of such court to abate the whole of the pun- case. • 

69 
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546 

Continuance of 
the act. 

PROVINCE LAWS.-1750-51. [CHAPS. 18, 19.J 

ishment of whipping, or such part thereof as they shall judge proper ; 
anything in this act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

[SECT. 6.J This act to continue and be in force for the space .of 
three :rears from the publication thereof, and no longer. [Passed and 
published February 14, 1750-51. 

CHAPTER 18. 

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT, INTITLED "AN ACT TO PREVENT 
DAMAGE BEING DONE ON THE BEACH, HUMOCKS AND MEADOWS 
BELONGIXG TO THE TOWN OF SCITUATE, LYING BETWEEN THE 
SOUTHERLY END OF TUE 'THIRD CLIFT,' SO CALLED, AND THE 
MOUTH OF THE NOUTH RIVER.'•' 

Preamble. WHEREAS in and by an act made and passed in the twenty-third year of 
1u9•5o, chap. l 4• his present majesty's reign, in titled "An Act to preYent damage being 

done on the beach, humocks aml meadows belonging to the town of 
Scituate, lying between the southerly end of the 'Third Clift,' so called, 
and the mouth of the North Ilfrer ," the penalt[y J [ie Js for turning or 
driving neat cattle, horse-kirnl, sheep or goats npon such beach, hum
ocks or sedge-ground mljo[y][i]ning to said beach, to feecl thereon, are 
to be recovered from him or them that shall so drive said cattle, horse
kind, sheep or goats, or from the owner or owners of them that shall 
so order them to be driYen; and it is found, by experience, that proof 
thereof can seldom be obtained, whereby the good end and design of 
sairl act in a great measure is dcfeated,-

Be it therefore encictecl by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and 
House of RPpresentCltives, 

Neatcattle:md [SECT. 1.J Tl.lat if any neat cattle, horse-kind, sheep or goats shall 
other creatures 
to be impound- be found feeding on said beach, bu mocks, meadows or sedge-ground 
~d if found feed- adJ'oynincr to said beach it shall and may be lawful for any J)erson to mg on the • o , • 
meadows, &c. impound the same, such person to observe the rules and directions in 

the said act prescribed in case of impounding; and the owner or own
ers of them shall forfeit and pay to the impouncler one shilling a head 
for all neat cattle and horse-kind, and twopence for every sheep or 
goat; and the said penalt[y][ie]s or forfeitures shall be paid, before 
the creatures, which shall or may be impounded by virtue of this act, be 
discharged or released by the pound-keeper. 

Provided, nevertheless,-
Rates to be paid [SECT. 2.J The owner or owners of the creatures so impounded 
for such im. 
pounded crcat. may, if they think fit, replevie such creutures, on condition the_y give 
ures. sufficient bond, with one or more snret[y][ie]s, to prosecute such re-

rreamblt 

plevin to effect before some justice of the peace in the same county, 
within fifteen days from the date of such replevin, and to pay all such 
forfeitures and costs as shall be awarded or adjudged against them. 
[Passed February 8; published February 16, 1750-51. 

CHAPTER 19. 

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO BENJAMIN CRABB THE SOLE PRIVI
LE[DJGE OF MAKING CANDLES OF COARSE SPERl\1AC.iETI OYL. 

WHEREAS Benjamin Crabb, of Rehoboth, in the county of Bristol, 
has represented to this court that be, anrl no other person in the prov-
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WILLIAM FRANKLIN, Efquire, GovERNOR. • 343 

At a GENERAL AssEMBLY held at 
Burlington from the Twentieth Day of November to the 
Twenty-firfi: Day of December I 7 7 r, in the Twelfth Year 
of the Reign of King George the Third, the following 
Laws were paffed. 

S E S S I O N THE F O U R T H. 

C H A P. DXXXIX. 

An A C T to continue and amend an Atl, entitled, An Act: 
for better fi'ltling and regulating the Militia ef this Cofo.,, 
1~ qf New-Jerfey; far the repelling lnvqjions, and Juppre} 

Jing l1ifurreclions and Rebellions.* . 
PaffedDec. 21, 1771. 

W H ER EA S the AB: paffed in the Nineteenth Year of the Reign 
of our late Sovereign Lord King George the Second, entitled, 

.An Acl: for better fettling and regulating the Militia ~f this Col01~y of 
New-Jerfey; for the repellinl{ lnvajions, and .Ji,ppr{f/}iug i1yurreclions and 
Rebellions, will expire at the End of this Sduon of Aifembly; 

Preamble:. 

Sec1. r. BE IT ENACTED by the Governor, Council and General Ajfam- Liinitatio:H 
hfr, an!, it is hei-cby Enacted by the Aut~oriZ1' of the· fame, That the faid 
Acl:, entitled, .An Acl for better fettling and regulating the Militia of 
this Colony qf New-Jerfey; for the repelling lnvefzons, mzd.fupprl(/Jing In-

jurrellions and R.~bellions,* fl1all be, and hereby is continued, and every 
Article and ClauCe therein contained {hall be and remain in full F'orce, 
from the Publication hereof, to the fidl: Day of May which will be in 
the Year of our Lord One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Seventy-feyen, 
and from thenct to the End of the next Sefuon of the General Aifembly 
of this Colony1 and no longer. 

2. AND \V HERE AS it has been a Cufl:om of late, in fome of 
the Counties of this Colony, to choofe the Militia Officers Confl:ables ; 
for preventing the fame for the Future, BE IT EN ACT ED ~y the Autho- commlffion• 
1 ity eforefaid, That, during the Continuance of this Act, it £hall not be ~~t~:t:~t

0
• 

lawful for any Court of General ~arter-Seffions of the Peace, or for fen Confia• 
any of the: Inhaqitants of this Colony, at their annual Town-meetings, bles. 

to appoint or choo!e any commifiioned Officer, while in Commiilion, 
to be a Confl:able; any Law, Ufage or Cufiom to the contrary not
withf\:anding. 

• C H A P. DXL. 

An A C T far the Prefarvation if Deer and other Game, and 
to prevent trefpqjfing -with Guns. 

• Faffed Dec. 21, 1771. 

W H ERE AS the Laws heretofore paffed in this Colony. for the Preamble, 
Prefervation of Deer and other Game, and to prevent tre(paif- • 

* Chap. CC. mg 

Digitized from Best Copy Available 
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344 XII GEORGE III. A. D. 17-71. 

ing with Guns, Traps and Dogs, have, by Experience, been found in
fofficient to anfwer the falutary Purpofes thereby intended; Therefore, 

No Perfon to Sea. I. BE IT ENACTED l~y the Governor, Council and General 41- , 
~~tla~d?~:t femb(y ef this Colo1~y ef New-Jerfey, ancl' it is hereby Enatled by the Au
his own, ex- thority ef the fa_me, That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall prefume, at 
cept, &c. l h f G any Time after t 1e Publication ereo , to carry any un ori any 

Lands not his own, arid for which the Owner pays Taxes, or is in his 
]awful Poffeffion, unlefs he hath Licenfe or Permiffion in Writing from 
the Owner or Owners or legal Po.fTe:lfor, every fuch Perfon fo offending, 
and convicl:ed thereof, either upon the View of any Jufiice of the Peace • 
within this Colony, or by the Oath or Affirmation of one or more vVit
neffes, before any Jufiice of the I>eace of either of the Counties, Cities 01~ 

· Towns-corporate of this Colony, in which the Offender or Offenders 
may be taken or refide, he, fhe or they, fhal1, for every fuch Offence, for
feit and pay to the Owner of the Soil, or his Tenant in Poifeffion, the 

Pcnaltr, Sum of Forty Shillings, with Cofis of Suit ; ,vhich Forfeiture fh~ll 
and may be fued for and recovered by the Owner of the Soil, or Te
nant in Poffeffion, before any Jufl:ice of the Peace in this Colony, for 
the Ufe of fuch Owner or Tenant in Poffeilion. 

No Pcrfon to 
dri\'e Deer or 
other Game, 
except, &ic. 

Penalty. 

Penalty on 
Non-Refi
dcnts. 

Penalty f.,r 
killing, &c. 
Deer out of 
Scafon, 

What lhall 
be Evidence 
~f fuc~ ~ill'." 
mg, Oc, 

2, AND BE IT ENACTED by the Authority aforefaid, That if any 
Perfon fhall prefume, at .any Time after the Publication. of this Act, 
to hunt or watch for Deer with a ·Gun, or fet in any Dog or Dogs to 
drive Deer, or any other Game, on any Lands not his own, and for 
which -the Owner or Poffeffor pays Taxes, or is in his lawful Poffeffion, 
unlefs he hath Licenfe or Permiilion in \Vriting from fuch Owner or 
Owners or Jegal Poifeffor ; every fuch Perfon fo offending, and . being 
convicl:ed thereof in Manner aJorefaid, !hall, for every fuch Offence, 
forfeit and pay to the Owner of the Soil, or Tenant in Poifeffion, the 
Sum of Forty Shilling-s, with Cofis of Suit; provided, that nothing 
lierein contained fhall be conihued to e~tend . to prevent any Perfon 
carrying a Gun upon the King's Highway in this Colony. 

3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authority aforejaid, That 
if the Perfon or Perfons offending againfi this Act be Non-Refidents 
of this Colony, he or they ihall forfeit and pay for every fuch Offence 
Five Pounds, and fhall forfeit his or their Gun or Guns to any Perfon
or Perfons who {hall inform and profecute the fame to Effecr, before 
any Jufiice of the Peace in any County of this Colony, wherein the 
Offender or Offenders may be taken or apprehended. .. 

4. AND BE IT ENACTED ~Y the Authority aforefaid, That if any 
Perfon or Perfons fhall kill, defiroy, hunt or take any Doe, Buck, 
Fawn, or any Sort of Deer whatfoever, at any other Time or Seafon, 
except only between the firfi: -Day of September antl the fidl: Day of 
January yearly and every Year, he, £he ' or they fo offending, :£ha11 for
feit and pay the Sum of Forty Shillings for each and every Offence ; 
to be foed for, recovered and-applied as. hereafter is directed. 

5. AND, for the better and more effecl:ual convitl:ing of Offenders 
againfi: this Act, BE IT ENACTED by the Authority aforefaid, That any 
and every Perfon or Perfons in whofe Cuftody fball be found, or who· 
. · · . • fball • 
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{hall expofe to Sale, any green Deerikins, or frefh Venifon killed at 
any Time after the firfi Day of Janumy, and before the firft Day of 
September aforefaid, and fhall be thereof convicl:ed by the Oath or 
Affirmation of one or more credible \,Vitne!fes, {hall be deemed guilty 
of offending againfl: this Acl, and be fubjecl:ed to the Penalties of kill
ing Deer out of Seafon. 

6. AND vVHEREAS great Numbers of idle and diforderly Ptr
fons make a Practice of hunting on the wafie and unimproved Lands 
in this Colony, whereby their Families are neglecl:ed, and the Publick 
is prejudiced by the Lofs of their Labour, BE IT T .HEREFORE EN- Who may 

ACTED by the Authori~y efore/aid, That, from and after the firil Day ~~;;0~:Jm• 
of January next, no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever ( except foch Perfons Lands. 

as are by the Laws of this Colony qualified to vote for Reprefentatives 
in General Affembly, in Right of their Freeholds, and their Sons being 
of the Age of eighteen Years or upwards, and living-withtheir Pa1~ent 
or Parents, or being Freeholders) ihall, on any Pretence whatever, hunt 
on the wafie and unimproved Lands in this Colony ; and if any P~r-
fon or Perfons, not qualified as aforefaid, £hall prefume to hunt as 
aforefaid, he or they fo offendingihall forfeit and pay, for every fuch 
Offence; the Sum- of Twenty Shillings; to be recovered by Action of Penaltyon 

Debt, with Coils, by any Perfon who fhall foe for the fame; to be ap- Olfc
nd

ers. 

plied one Half to the Profecutor, and the other Half to the Ufe of the 
Poor of the Townfhip or Precinct where the Facl: was committed. 

7. AND BE IT ENACTED by the Authorityaforefaid, That if any Per- Pen_altyfn 

fon or Perfons within this Colony fhall fet any Trap or other Device tt~ni:; 1 raps, 

whatfoever, larger than what is ufually and commonly f~t for Foxe~ 
and Mufkrats, foch Perfon, fetting fuch Trap or . other Device, £hall 
pay the Sum of Five Pounds, and forfeit the Trap or other Device, 
ihall foffer three Months Imprifonment, and {hall alfo be liabJe to make 
good all Damages any Perfon foall fofiain by fetting fuch Trap or other 
Device, and the Owner of fuch Trap or other Device, or Perfon to 
whom it was lent, fhall be efieemed the Setter thereof, unlefs it fhall 
be proved, on Oath or Affirmation, what other Perfop fet the fame, or 
that fuch Trap or other Device was lofl: by faid Owner or Perfon to 
whom it was lent, and a bfol utel y out of his Power ; and if the Setter Penalty on :i. 

of the Trap or other Device be a Slave, and .it be his own voluntary Acl:, ~Iahe {~tting 

he !hall ( unlefs the Mailer or Mifirefa ihall pay the Fine) in Lieu of foch &~. rap, 

Fine, be publickly whipped ,vith thirty Lafhes, and committed till 
the Cofts are paid; and that the faid Trap or other Device £hall be broken 

. and defl:royed in the View and Prefence of the Juftic:..: of the Peace 
before whom they are brought: And if any Perfon or Perfons i11all have Pena)ty on 

Poifeffion of, or there fhall be found in his or their Houfe, any Trap ¥1~tgd"~.ch 

or Traps, Device or Devices whatfoever, for taking of I?eer, 'fuch Per- ' 
fon or Perfons {hall be fobjecled to the fame Penalty as if he or they 
were convicl:ed of fetting fuch Trap or Traps, or other Device. 

8. AND, for encouraging the Defirucl:ion of fuch Traps and De- R~~•ard for 

vices, BE IT EN ACT ED by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon ~~~?&r. 
:lhall feize any Trap or other Device for the taking Deer, and {hall car- ' 
ry fuch Trap or other Device to any Magiftrate of the County 
where fuch Trap or Device ·was feized, fuch Perfon £hall be entitled to 

4 Cl an 
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an Order from the faid Magifirate to the Collecl:or of fuch County, to 
pay him the Sum of Ten Shillings, out of any Money in his Hands raifed 
for the Ufe of the County; which Sums {hall be allowed to foch Col
leclor on the Settlement of his Accounts. 

l,'e1~altyon_a 9. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED ~y the Authority afor'![aid, That 
~t~~:;:~~~ig every Smith or other Artificer, who {hall hereafter make or mend any 
r~ch Trap, fuch Trap or other Device aforefaia, he fhall forfeit and pay the Sum 
oc. of Forty Shilling.r; and the Perfon carrying fo.ch Trap or o~her Device 

to the Artificer aforefaid, :!hall forfeit and pay the Sum of 17..ve11~1' 
Shillings;· And every Perfon who iliall bring into this Colony any 
fuch Trap or Device· as aforefaid fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of 
For~y Shillings. And if . the Perfon who !hall carry the fame ·to the 
Smith or Artificer fhall be fo poor as that he {hall not be able to pay the 

Penalty on 
bringing 
fuch Trap, 
&c. into the 
Colony. 

Forfeiture aforefaid, he fhall be committed to the common Gaol, un
til he {hall prove who is Owner of foch Trap or Device, or who deli
vered the fame to him; and in foch Cafe the Forfeiture aforefaid Ihall 
be levied 011 the Goods, or in Failure of Goods, on the Body of the 
Owner of fuch Trap or Device, or the ·Perfon who delivered the fame 
to_ the Pauper, and the Trap or Device {hall be forfrited and defiroyed. 

~en_a1tyfor 10. AND WHEREAS a moil: dangerous Method of fetting Guns 
kttmg loa<lcd h I ·1 d • h" p • B E •• Guns. as too muc 1 preva1 e . m t 1s rovmce, E IT N ACT ED by the Au-

thority aforefaid, That ifany Perfon or Per(ons within this Colony [hall • 
prefume to fet any loaded Gun in fuch Manner as that the fame fhall 
be intended to go off ~r difc~arge itfelf, _orb~ difcharged by any String, 
Rope, or other Contnvance, fuch Perfon or. Perfons [hall ·forfeit and 
pay the Sum of Six Pounds ; and on Non-payment thereof iliall - be 
committed to the common Gaol of the County for fix Months. 

Application 
of Pcnaltics. 

Jurifdiclion 
given to one 
Magifirntc. 

This Acl: not 
to affect 
Parks. 

Penalty on 
Magifirate 
ncgkcting 
hi8 Duty. 

I 1. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the Authori~r aforefaid, That 
the Fines and Forfeitures in this Acl: expreifed, and not particularly 
appropriated, fhall be paid, one Half to the Profecutor, . and the other 
Half to and for the U fe of the Poor of the Town, Precincl: or Difiricl 
where the Offence is committed ; and that the Execution of this Act' 
and every Part thereof, {hall be within the Cognizance and J urifdic~ 
tion of any one Magifirate or Juftice of the Peace, without any Re
ference to the Act for Trial of finall Caufes in this Colon_y. 

12. AND BE IT ENACTED, ·That nothing in this Law:fhall be con
ftrued, to extend to refl:rain the Owners of Parks, or of tame Dee,;, from 
killing, hunting or driving their o_wn Deer. • 

13. AND BE IT ALSO ENACTED by the Authority aforefaid, That if 
any Jufl:ice of the Pea,ce or other Magifirate, within this . Province, 
ihall have Information of any Perfons offending againfl: this Acl, in 
killing Deer out of Seafon, fetting and making Traps, Non-Refidents 
killing Deer, and Perfons fetting of Guns, and . fhall noi: profocute 
the _ fame to Effecl: within two Months after fuch Information, he {hall 
forfeit and pay the Sum or Sums to which the Offender againft this 
Act would have been liable. • 
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14. AND BE IT ENACTED by the Authori~y afor4aid, That the Jnf- This Act to 

tic,s at every nuarter-Seffions of the Peace £hall caufe this Ad: to be be publiflied 
. . ~ . . . and executed, 

pubhckly read; and give m Charge to the Grand-Jury to particularly 
inquire and preient all Perfons for killing Deer out of Seafon, fetting 
or making Traps, and all Non-Refidents killing, defiroying, hunting 
and taking· any Sort of Deer, and all Perfons ietting of Guns; _and, 
upon Conviction for either of the faid Offences, the fa.id Jufiices fhall 
fet and impofe the Fines and Penalties herein before-mentioned, with 
Coils of Suit. 

15. AND BE IT f,NACTE,D by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Appealgh·en 

Perion or Perfons whatfoever, whether the Accufecl or Accufer, Plaintiff ft~~:.xt ser
or Defendant, ihall think themfelves aggrieved by any of the J udg-
ments given by the fa.id Jufiices or other Magifl:rates, for any Suit 
commenced by Virtue of this Acl:; then it £hall and may be lawful 
for foch Per!on or Perfons to app~al, on giving fuflicient Security for 
the l◄orfeitures and Cofl:s, to the next Court of General ~arter-Seffions, 
}1eld for fi..1ch County where fqch Judgment ihall be given; which Court 
is hereby empowered to hear and determine a.11 and every fuch Appeal 
or Appeals. 

16. AND • BE IT ENACTED by the Authotity aforejaid, That if any Penalty for 

Perfon or Perfons, within this Colony, £hall, after the Publication of this watc~ingin 

l • 1 G' • • J fc d L d • 1 • H th
e Night Acl, watc 1 wit 1 a · un, on any unmc o e an wit 1m two . un- near a Road. 

dred Yards of any Road or Path, in the Night Time, whether the faid 
Road is laid out by Law or not, or ihall ftand or fiation him or them-
fel ves upon or within two Hundred Yards of any Road as aforefaid, 
for {hooting at Deer driven by Dogs, he or they fo offending, fhall, on 
Conviction, forfeit and pay the Sum of Five Pounds for every fuch Of-
fence ; to be recovered by Action of Debt, or Prcfontment of the 
Grand-Jury as aforefaid, and pay all Damages. 

17. PROVIDED ALWAYS, That the fixth Secl:ion of this Ad fhall Nottoaftccl 

not be confirued to affed any Native Indian; and that nothing in this t;;::1~e~;;:,, 
• Act {hall be conftrued to prevent the Inhabitants of Ejjex, Bergen, Mor- .MorriJ or 

ris and Sidfex, from making, having in their Houfes, or fetting Traps Sr!/Je.Y, 

of five Pounds \Veight or more for Bears, \Valves, Foxes, or any other 
wild Bcafis, Deer only excepted. 

18. AND BE IT FuR Ti-IER EN ACTED by the .Authorizy aforefaid, That !3-epealof 

f L d • l · C l ,c. h p fi • f D d FcrmerLaws. all armer aws ma e m t 11s o ony 1or t e re ervat1on o eer an 
other Game, and to prevent trefpatling with Guns, • and regulating the 
Size of Traps, f11all be, and they are hereby repealed. 

C H A P. DXLI. 

An ACT declaring the River Delaware a common Highway, 
and for improving the Navigation in the Jaid River. 

Paffed Dec. 2 r, • I 77 I~ 

W HEREAS the improving the Navigation in Rivers is of great Preamble .. 

Importance to Trade and Commerce; AND WHEREAS the River 
Delaware • 
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itants, in order to chnse snch officers as, by law, towns are [c][i]pow
ered to chuse in the month of 1\farch, annually; at which said first 
meeting all the then present inhabitants shall be admitted to vote. 
[ Passed July 4* ; published July 5. 

CHAPTER 8. 

AN ACT FOR REVI YING AND CONTINUING AN ACT l\lADE TO PREVENT 
DAMAGE BEING DONE ON THE LANDS CALLED NOBSCUSSET, IN THE 
TOWNSHIP OF YARMOUTH. 

,VnEREAS the act made and passed in the thirtieth year of his P reamble. 

167 

late majesty, King George the Second, intitlecl "An Act to prevent 1757-58, chap. o. 
damage being clone on the lands lying in the township of Yarmouth, 
called Nobscnsset," which act has been found useful and beneficial, 
is expired, -

Be. it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council ancl House of 
Representatives, 

[SECT. 1. J That the aforesaid act, and every clause, matter and Act of 30th 

thing therein contain~cl, be and the same is, hereby, revived and shall ~~~~~e 11
·• re

continue in force nntil the first clay in Jnly, which will be in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, and to the 
encl of the then next session of the general court, and no longer. 

And be a fnrtlier enacted, 
[SECT. 2. J That such person or persons as may have been chosen Persons chosen 

t th • t" f th • ] L't t f th t f ,r at Yarmouth, a e anmversary mee mg o e m rn 1 an s o e own o. .L ar- em powered. 

mouth, in l\Iarch bst, to see to the observance of said act and to 
prosecute the breakers thereof, or that may, at any time during tbe 
continn::mce of the said hereby-revived act, be chosen or appointed 
by said town for that purpose, are hereby ~.s fully impowerecl (being 
first sworn to the faitbfnl clisclrnrge of sucb trust) to take effectual 
care that said act be dnly observed, and the transgressors tbereof 
clnly prosecuted, as if said net had not expired; and upon his or their 
refusing to accept of and be sworn to such ofllce or trust, shall be 
subject to tbe same forfeiture, to be applied to tlie same use, as is 
therein mentioned ; and upon such refusal the inliabitants of said 
town may, and they are hereby, authorized to appoint another person 
or persons to tbat trust, and so, toties qnoties, during the continuance 
of said act. [Passed July 4*; published July 5. 

CHAPTER 9. 

AN ACT FOR ERECTING TWO PUTILTCK MAGAZINES FOR THE SAFE 
KEEPING OF POWDER; THE ONE IN THE TOWN OF BOSTON, AND THE 
OTIIER IN THE TOWN OF WATERTOWN. 

,vrrEREAS it is with o-oocl reason apprebenclefl that the present situation Preamble. 

of the magazine or 1~owcler-house on the common or training-field in 
Doston is unsafe for lodging and k~eping the great quantities of gnn-

* Signed July 5, according to the record. 
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Two powder
houses to be 
built; one in 
B,, .. 1,,11, one in 
\Vall'rlown. 

Powder to be 
removed as the 
commander-in
chief shall 
<l irect. 

PROVINCE LAWS. -1771-72. • [CnAP. 9.J 

powder which are commonly placed therein, and that it is also expe
dient to have another public magazine out of the town of Boston, in 
addition to that in Charlestown, -

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of 
Representatives, 

[SECT. 1. J That two public[k] magazines, or powder-houses, be 
built of stone or brick, and suitably finished, as soon as may be, at 
the publick e:s:pence, fit for stor[ e]ing and safe keeping of gunpowder; 
the one in the town of Boston, behind, or at the north-western end of, 
the hills on the northern side of the common, or training-field, there; 
and the other, within the town of Watertown, in the county of l\Iiddle
se:s:, in such place in said town as may be agreed upon by a committee 
that may be appointed by the general assembly to build said maga
zine ; and that from aucl after the finishing such new magazines, all 
the gunpowder in the present magazinc[s] shall, without delay, at the 
e:s:pence of the respective owners thereof, be removed from thence into 
one of the new magazines, or into both of them, or into the magazine 
at Charlestown, in such proportions as the commander-in-chief shall 
order; and that all the gunpowder which sba,ll be imported and 
landed, iu the port of Boston aforesaid, after finishing such new 
magazines, or either of them, shall be carried into and placed in one 

Forfeiture, in or both of them, or in the magazine at Charlestown, according to such 
case. 

order as aforesaid, and not el[e]s[e]where, on pain of forfeiting all 
such gunpowder as shall be lodged or kept in any other place ; one 
moiety thereof to and for the use of this province, and the rest, to the 
informer; to be 1·ecovered by bill, plaint or information in any court 
of record in this province. And the owner or owners of such gun
powder shall also forfeit the sum of ten pounds for every half-barrel 
of such gunpowder, and after that rate for every greater quantity, 
lodged in any other pbce ; to be recovered by action of debt, in any 
court proper for the trial thereof, by him that shall sue for the same: 

Town stocks to saving, nevertheless, that th~ ordinary town stocks of gunpowder, of 
be un<ler the b d t ]' t • t ·t1, • th" • b 1 ] direction of the eac an every OWn Or C IS l"lC WI ulll IS provmce, may e p acec 
selectmen. and kept in any other suitable place or places, as the selectmen there-

of, respectively, shall appoint; and.that a quantity of gunpowder, not 
exceeding five-and-twenty pounds, may be kept in any shop for s:1le 

Quantity that (proviclefl it he kept in urnss or tin tnnnels): saviu[!, likewise, all needful 
; 1~~a~! :hg;;_n stocks and gunpowder for any fort, fortress or garrison within this 

province; which may, nevertheless, be lodged and kept in such 
fortress: savz'.ng, also, all such public[k], or provincial, stocks of gun
powder as by the commander-in-chief, for the time being, shall be 
ordered to be lodged in any other place or places. 

And be it further enacted, 
~e;gi~[t;3 t; l [SECT. 2.] l T!1at ha,' kfeep[ebr ]shafll, fromh timf etbto ti~de, be app;>inted bby 
the comman<ler- t le commune er-1n-C Ie , y 01' eac O e Sal magazmes, W 0 

in-chief; shall duly attend, each one, bis respective magazine, at such hours 

-hii< duty; 

-hiR allow. 
nncc. 

and times as shall be directed and ordered by the commander-in-chief, 
for taking in and delivering out, all such gunpowder as shall, from time 
to time, be wanted by the respective owners thereof; ancl whose duty 
it shall be, in all respects, to take clue care of all the gunpowder 
therein, for the preservation thereof, and not to neglect turning the 
same, once [in] every month, at least, as long as it shall remain there
in : and that no powder be taken in or delivered out, but between the 
hours of sun-rising and sun-s[i][e]tting. 

And be it fu1·ther enactecl, 
[SECT. 3.J That for all gnnpowder which shall be put into the 

said magazines, or either of them, saving such as belong to the public 
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stock, there shall be paid into the hands of the respective keepers 
thereof, for the use of the province, one shilling for each barrel, upon 
receipt thereof; and sixpence for each barrel, by the month, for three 
months after the first month from the receipt thereof ; and fourpence 
for each barrel, for every month afterwards ; us long us it shall remain 
therein : which monies, to be received by the several keepers of the 
said magazines, respectively, they shall each of them account for, 
upon oath, to the commander-in-chief uncl the council; nnd the same 
shall be applied towards clefr[ c J uying tlic charges of keeping and 
attending tlie said magazines, managing and taking clue cure of the 
gnnpowder therein; and if there shall, at any time, be a deficiency 
for those purposes, it shuli ~c made up urn..l paid ont of the province 
treasury; and if, at any tin1e, there should be a surplusagc, it shall be 
paid into the province treasury. [Passed and published July 5. 

169 
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And for counterfeit
;ing Labels or Marks. 

In(peclor's Oath. 

If the Oilicer is 
rendered incapable 
of acl:ing, the Mayor, 
&c. to appoint 
another. 

lnfpe&r to pro
-vide a Store near the 
Water. 

Ad of Force until 
111: Feb. 177+. 

Pr.:.i.mbJc. 

L A W S of NE W - r O R K. 

as aforefaid; that evey fuch Perfon and_ Perfons, {hall forfeit Three-pence per 
Pound, for every Pound of Flax fo fold, contrary to this Act, and at and 
after tl1at Rate for every greater ~antity, to be fued for and recovered by 
Action of Debt, with Cofi:s of Suit, in a fummary V!ay, by any Perfon 
who will foe for and profecute the fame before any Jufi:ice of the Peac~ 
within the City of New-York, to be levied by Procefs, to be directed to 
either of the Conftables, or other proper Officer. of the City, commanding 
them, or either of them, to levy the fame by D1ftrefs and Sale of the Of
fenders Goods and Chattels; which Forfeiture when recovered as aforefaid, 
,to be applied by the Perfon recovering the fame, to h~s or her own U fe ; and 
if any Perfon or Perfons, iliall prefume to counterfeit the Label or Mark of 
.the faid Infpecl:or, he, {he, or they fo offending, fhall forfeit for every foch 
Offence, the Sum of Five Pounds, to be fued for, recovered and applied in 
Manner aforefaid. .. 

IV. ann ·oe it furtbet <1.cnacre!l, That Obadiab Wells, !hall be, and 
hereby is appointed lnfpecl:or of Flax within the City of Nerzu-rork; 
which faid Infpecl:or before he does any Thing in Execution of the faid 
-Oflice, !hall take an Oath before the Mayor or Recorder of the City of 
Nerzo-rork, in the ·words following, to wit. I A. B. do fwear, that I 
will fa'itlfully, truly and impartially, according to the bejl of my Judgment, 
Skt'II and Underflanding, execute, do and pe1j'or111, the Q/fi'ce and Duty of an 
lrypeclor and Examiner qf Fla:>.:, according lo the trut! Intent and MMning 
qf an Ac!, entitled, An Ac! for the Infpecl:ion of Flax in the City of 
New-York; and I will not direllly or indireclly, buy or fill any Flax, duri11g 
the 'lime I continue I,ypetlor of the fame, except for the private Ufe qf my 
Family. So help me GOD. And if the 0tficer hereby appointed, {hall 
by any Accident be rendered incapable, or neglect to execute the faid 0Hice, 
or mifbehave himfelf therein, or fhall happen to die, then and fo often, 
and from Time to Time, in fuch Cafes, it £hall and may be lawful, to 
and for the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen of the City of Nerw-Tork, 

-or the major Part of them, to fopply his Place by fome other fit and ca
pable Perfon, who iliall thereupon be the Officer for putting this Act in 
Execution, until another be appointed by Act or Acts hereafter to be pailed 
for that Purpofe; which Officer fo appointed. [hall take the Oath above
mentioned, have the fame Powers, and be liable to the fame Penalties, as 
the Officer particularly appointed by this Act; any Lanr, Ufage, or CuHom 
to the contrary notwithftanding. 

V. ~rotlitletl al\Ull!2~, anti be it ClEnactetl by the Authority aforiftllrl, 
That the faid Infpecl:or f11all be obliged to procure a Houfe or Store proper 
for the Infpeclion of the faid Flax, to be iituated near the vVater, between 
Peck's and Burlirzg-Slips, in ·this City. 

This Act to continue in For.cc, from the tenth Day of April next, until 
the firft Day of February, One thoufand [even hundred and feventy-four. 

C H A P. MDXLIX . 
. /ln ACT ft.-' : ivent the Danger arijing jiAom the pernicious 

,Praclice of ,~.:~ing Oun-Powder in Dwelling-Houjes, 'Stores, or other 
Places withtiz the City if New-York, or on board q/ Vt:fJi:ls rzvithin th,: 
.Harbour. Pafs'd the 2+th March, 1772. 

-

W HEREAS the City of New-York has lately been greatly endangered 
by the fioring of Gun-Powder to the Southward of Frejh-Ff/ater, 

contrary to Law, notwithflanding the Corporation have long fince provided 
a Powder-Houfe for that Purpofe. 
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WILLIAM TR YoN, Efi:i; Governor. 

I. 'IBc it tbcrefore C!E.nafrcn by his Excellency the Governor, the Council, 
~nd the Gemra! /[flembly, and it is hereby E~acted by the Authority ef the 

Jame, That from and after the paffing of this AB:, it !hall not be lawful 
for any Perfon or Perfons, other than Shop-keepers and Retailers of Gun
Powder, to have or keep in any Place within two Miles of the City-Hall 
of the faid City, more than Six Pounds of Gun-Powder, nor for Shop
keepers and Retailers more than Twenty-eight Pounds Weight of Gun
Powder, and that in four feparate Stone Jugs, or Leathern Bags, each of 
which !11a1l not contain more than Seven Pounds of Gun-Powder, upon 
Pain of forfeitino- all foch Gun-Powder; and the Snm of Forty Pounds for 
every Hundred Weight, and in that Proportion for a greater or lefs ct_1an
tity; and upon Pain of forfeiting all fuch ~antities which any Perfon 
may lawfully keep as aforefaid, and which {hall not be feparated as above 
directed, with full Coils of Suit to any Perfon or Perfons who will inform 
and foe for the fame, by any Action, Bill, or Information, in any of his 
Majefty's Courts of Record in this Colony; which Courts are hereby im
powered and required to give fpeci~l Judgment in fuch Actions, Bills, or 
Informations to be brought upon this Act, as well for the Recovery of foch 
Gun-Powder in Specie, as for the Penalty aforefaid, befides Cofrs, and to 
award efFectual Execution thereon. 

II. Unil be it futtbet l!Enafl:eu by the Authority afor~faid, That it il1all 
be law fol for the Mayor or Recorder, or any two J ufi:ices of the Peace of 
the City and County of New-York, upon Demand made by any one or 
more Hou{holder or Houfholders, being an Inhabitant or Inhabitants of 
the faid City, within two Miles of the City-Hall of the faid City, affign
jng a rcafonable Caufe of Suipicion, on Oath; of the Sufficiency of which 
Caufe the faid Mayor or Recorder, or Juil:ices, is and are to judge, to iffue 
l1is or their Warrant or \iVarrnnts, under his or their Hands and Seals, for 
[earching in the Day-Time for Gun-Powder within the Limits aforefaid, 
any fuch Building or Place whatfoever, or any foch Ship or Vefiel within 
twelve Hours after her Arrival and fail:ening to the Wharf, or to any other 
Ship or Veifd along Side of the Vifharf or Key, of which Building, Place, 
Ship or Veff(:l (uch rcafonable Caufe of Snfpicion G1all be affigned, on Oath, 
as aforcfaid; and that upon every or any fuch Search, it !hall be lawful for 
the Searchers or Perfons finding the fame, immediately to feize, and then, 
or at any Time within twelve Hours after foch Seizure, to amove, or Caufe 
to be ,rn1ovcd, all fuch Gun-Powder as {hall be found within the Limits 
aforcfaid, or on board of fuch Vefiel as aforefaid, upon any fuch Search, 
exceeding the ~antity allowed by this Act, to fame proper Magazine, now 
or to be built for the Purpofe of Storing of Gun-Powder; and the fame 
being fo amoved, it !hall be lawful to detain and keep the fame until it 
{hall be determined in one of hi s Majefiy's Courts of Record of this .Co
lony, whether the fame {hall be forfeited by Virtue of this Act; and the 
Perfon or Perfons fo detaining the fame, {hall not in the mean Time be fub
jeB: or liable to any Action or Suit for the keeping or detaining the fame, 
until it {hall be determined, whether the fame be forfeited 'as aforefaid. 

III. ~tOUitle'tl aI'itrnJ:.?~, .. aniJ be it ®nacteil by the fame A,ztthority, That 
nothing is this AB: contained, {hall be conftrued to countenance or autho
rize any Perfon having fuch Warrant, to take Advantage of the fame, for 
ferving any civil Proccfs of any kind whatfoeverJ btlt that all fuch Service 
fhall be abfolutely null and void. 

IV. ~to\1i'Oett 
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12th GEORGE IIT. 
A. D. I 772. 

'----v---...J 

Retailers of Gun
powder not to keep 
more than 28 lb. 
within 2 Miles of 
th~ City-Hall, and 
other Perfons not 
more than 6 lb. 

on Forfeiture of 
the Gun-powder, 
and alfo of L· 40, 
for each C. wt. 

Warrants to ill'ue 
to fcarch Ships or 
Places where Gun
powder is fufpecled 
to be lodged, con
trary to this Acl. 

Power to feize and 
remove all above the 
G..!!antity allowed. 

Perfons foizing, not 
fubjea to any Suit 
for the Detenfion, 
until it lhall be de
termined whether 
forfeited or not. 

Service of civil 
Procefs at the Time 
of foarching, void. 

 A-28

Case: 23-55805, 11/21/2023, ID: 12827633, DktEntry: 14-2, Page 31 of 107



12th GEORGE Ilf. 
A. D. 1772. 

l---· v---a....J 

No Suit to be 
maintained on this 
Acl: by Collulion 
with the Owners of 
the Gun-powder. 

Not more than 
Five C. wt. to be car
ried at a Time, thro' 
the Streets, 

and that to be cover
ed with Ba~s or 
Leather Cafos, 

on Pcn:.il ty of for
feiting the Gun
powder. 

Acl: not to extend tc, 
Ships of War or the 
King's Stores, 

Gc11eral Iffue. 

LAWS of NElf7-rORR. 

IV. J:)tOtliDCtJ alfo, anti it i~ vetebp fmt{)et ennctctJ by the Au: bority 
aforefaid, That it !hall not be lawful fur any Perfon or P...:rfons intcrdhd it.1 

fuch Gun~Powder, or any Perfon or Pcrfons by Collulion with the OwntTs 
or Proprietors thereof, to have or maint:iin any Action, Bill, or Informa
tion, upon this Act ; any Thing herein contained to the contrary not
withfianding. 

V. AND for preventing the dangerous Carric1ge of Gun-Powder, in and 
through the Streets of the City of New-York, within two 1\iiles of the 
City Hall of the faid City : 1.r:ie it Qfnartcl:1 by th1: /luthority r!f 014u·c1, 
That from and after the paffing of this Act, it ihall not be lawful for any 
Perfon or Perfons, to carry or convey in or through any of the Streets or 
Lanes within the Limits aforefaid, more than Five Hundred Pounds \,Veight 
of Gun-Powder at a Time; and that all Gun-Powder which i11all be car
ried or conveyed in any Carts or Carriages, or by Hand or othcnvi fc, in or 
thro' any of the Streets or Lanes aforefaid, after the Time aforcfaid, D1all 
be in tight Cafks, well headed and hooped, and .{hall be put into Bags or 
Cafrs of Leather, and intirely covered therewith, fo as that no fuch Gun
Powder be fpilt or fcattered in the Paifage thereof; and if at any~ime after 
the pafiing of this Act, any Gun-Powder {hall be carried or conveyed by :my 
Perfon or Perfons, in or through any of the Streets or Lanes aforefaid, in 
any greater Q£antity, or in any other :Manner than as aforefaid, all fuch 
Gun-Powder f11all be forfeited, and fi:all and may be fci7,ed by any Perlcm 
or Perfons, to his or their own Ufe and Benefit, the Pcrfon or P~rfons fo 
offending, being therec: lawfully convicted before two J ufrices of the Peace. 
Pro'vided always, That this Act or any Thing herein contained, i11:1ll not 
extend or be confirued to extend in any wife, to affecl any Ship of Vv'ar, 
Storehoufo, or Magazine belonging to his Majefiy, his Heirs or Succcl1ors, 
wherein Gun-Powder or other Stores 1hall be kept, for the Ufo of the 
Public or the Powder Honie above-mentioned. 

VI. Ut1D l1e it futtbct Q.Ennctetl by the Authority {(/or~,Pzid, That if :rny 
Suit or Ac.lion fhall be commenced or proiecuted :igaini1: any Per{c_)n or 
Perfons, for any Thing done in Purfuance of this Afl, in every fuch Cale, 
foch Pcrfon or Perfons, ihall and may p1ead tl1c general lffue, and g·ivc 
this Alt and the fpecial Matter in Evidence, at any Tryal to be had there
upon, and that the fame was done in Purfuance, or by the Authority of 
this AB; and if a Verdict {hall pafs for the Defendant or Defendants, or 
the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, {hall become non-fuit or difrontinue his, her, 
or their Suit or Action after Iffue joined, or if upon Demurrer or other
wife, Judgment £hall be given againll: the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, the De
fendant or Defendants, ihall and may recover treble Cofis, and {hall have 
the like Remedy for the fame, as any Defondant or Defendants, hath or 
l1ave in any other Cale by Law. 

. . . ~ VII. l~t'O.tlilJctl alttJa72~, anti be it ®nacteil by the Authority ,!fore-
. Limitatwns 01 Ac- Jaid That ::Jl Suits Actions and Profecutions to be brou 0 ·ht commenced 

twns to be brought ' • . • . • . ' ' . b ' 
againn Perfons exc- or profecuted agamft any Perfon or Perfons, for any Thrng done or to be 
o:uting this Act done, in Purf.uance or by Authority of this Alt, fhall be laid and trycd in 

the County where .the Fact was committed, and faall be commenced and 
profecuted without wilful Delay, within fix Calendar Months next after 
the Fact c9m1:riitted, and not otherwife. 

Firemen may feizc VIII. anlJ be it fttttbct ®nnctctl by the Authority qfor(/:lid, That if 
for their own Ufe, any Powder other than fuch Qpantity as any Perfon by this Alt, may law
Gun-powdeFr _fouucl fully keep in his Cufl:ody, i1rnll be found durinb0 • an_v Fire, or Alarm of 
during any ire, 

Fire 
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WILLIAM TR YoN, Efq; Governor. 

Fire in the faid City, by any of the Firemen of the faid City, it i11all be 1zth GEORr,Ji III. 

lawful for him to frizc the 6me, without VVarrant from a IVIagiihate, and L--~:/ 1 ✓ =·.-1 
to hold and have the famc to his own Ufo; any Thing in this Act to the 
contrary notwithfianding. 

This Act to be and continue of Force from the p:1f1ing thereof, until the 
Twenty-fifth Day of JJLzrch, One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Se
venty-four. 

CH AP. MDL. 

A11 A C T far the bdtcr SujJport of the: l-l~/}Jital to be ereDed i:i1 

the Ci~y of New-York, for Jick and indigent Pn:Jbm. 

l\tfs'<l the 24-th March, 1772. 

'

'i 7 HEREAS his Majcfiy has b:.:cn graciouf1 y p1ea[ed by Letters Patent 
l\f or Charter, under the Great ~cal c,f this Colony, to cfbbliih a 

Corporation under the Name of, '!'he S?cii.'IJ' qf thi! llq/pit11! in the Cit-r of 
Ni-:w-Y ORK in AMERICA; for the bcncvolc11t Dcl1g11 of healing foch JJL'.k 

.Jons, who from their extreme Indigence, arc become Objects of (Ju
rity. And whereas the faid Society lrnve by their Petition to the General 
AHcmbly, not only fuggefl:cd, that ,v-.ithout the Aid of the Public, the 
Tnr1itutiun i!o in Danger of failing; but given the folkfi :-ind rno{t explicit 
Affuranccs, that the Benefits thp·eof ihall not be denied to any poor di(. .. 
\'.afeJ PerCons, and that they mean to proceed uninfluenced by any contracle<l 
or partial Att1chmcnts, :i.nd without civil or rclitrious DiH:inctions of anv 
Kind. And w/Jereas a Society efbblifh,:d for En~is, fo lauchhle, and con"... 
duckd by Principles fo generous, humane and brncvoknt, ddc~rves the En
rnuragement of the Public; 

I. 113c it t{Jctcfotc @nactciJ by his Excclimcy the Go·venzor, the Council, 
and tbe Gmera! ./[!Jemb!y, fllld it is here~)' EJZactcd b)' the Al{/hority qf the 
ji'lmc, That the Trealurcr of th:s Colc,ny for the Time being, foal!, out of £. So:;,_ro b::!pai:l 

any Fund in the Trcafury nay and hi:.: ii; hereby rcnuin::d to nay unto the :i;rnnally tor 20 

' I ' ·1 . I 'l. ('ar., chargcJb!c on 
Treafurcr, for the Time being, of the foid Society of the Hofpital in tl1c the E'.,,cifo in Neqi•-

Cit1 of l'{cw-1ork, in .l11.:1cricr1, thz.: Sum of Ei::,ht Hundred Pounds annually, 1_;,r.\i~)r clic Ufr of 
- • l l • ] T' 1· T' ,r LC t l .. J fi • l n.•, h '''?1tal. tor anc <1urrng t 1e erm o • wcnty 1 e:irs, to oc compute> trom t 1e rf • •• 

Day of 11\·hruczry next; which Sum of E(~·ht Hundred Pounds, [o to be 
paid, {hall bc'.come chargeable upon the Duty of Excifr, 1::-,id or to be laid, 
on ilrong Liquors n.:tailed in the City of Iv7c•w-1ork. 

II. Unn be it fllfO C!flH1Ctc't) by the,~/lilh' Authority, That the Monies 
that may hereafter arife by the Duty of Excifc to be bid on firong Liquors 
retailed in the fcvcral Cities, Counties, Towns, Boroughs, and IVIanors 
within this Colony, for and dming the Term of 1\venty Y cars, to be 
computed from the firfl: Day of Fchruary next, and not appropriated by 
this Ac.1, fhall be paid by the Cornmif1ioners to be nppointcd for co11ctling 
the Duty of Excifo on fhong Liquors retailed within this C:)lony, unto the 
Treafurer of the Counties frvcrally, where fuch Duty Ddl be colldled, 
to be annually difpokd of and applied to the U{c of foch Counties, in 
(nch IVIanncr as the Majority of the Supcrvifors of the Counties rcipectively; 
fhall think proper. Pro'vidcd ahu1~ys, That if the Duty on Excife in. the 
City of New-York, :fhould in any Year exceed the faid Sum of Eight Httll

dred Pounds, that fuch Excefs ihall be paid, and the Commifi3oncr to be 
8 L appointed, 
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17 :... - CnArTF..R. 46. 119 

Be if e1uu;t d l,y t/1 'enr:rt.e mul House nf Repre.~e1~f<:1-
ti1·c.: t'n r..1enera7 10 n·t a.<;.-; 111bled and by the A1ilhority 
of' rite s,ame. • 'hnt a Sum not cxc --ding T11·,J 1'/wrt,'iamt £2

1
•~t" 1,L,. 

.. • _. ~11. LW,.(1-1.1 vy OL 
J->cmud !Je rai:; il hy :t Lott lT ur Lotteri ,- for ~ml to L1:r,i'• 

tbt~ Purpo ·e uf t·e-l H~i ltliii•>' t lr • _aid ]\;J ills; untl lLfLt ,fo/11 Names ol 1.be 

Pills m 1d Jol~n H7,:te, Es{pt i 1·1~.' :111Ll :\l r, 1Villiam Pu111f! lullu,i;,iro. 

or any t"·u t' tll ,m .. hall IJc U nnngcl':,,; fJf 1llf' .~~Lid Lnt.-
tery or L ,tt ri . , " ho ,J1,1ll be woi·n t tho faithful cr-
fur111:111<•c• of I heir Tt•u ·t ; whi ·h said J.fan::iger . liall make 
;1rnl pnhli::1h in ~uch N ' \ \".;1 Pu11ei·· us they l'll.n1l l ju<lge 
pr r t·, fL cheme for the .s~ti1l L<l t.cr.r o r Lol1erie 0

, a.,; 
·ooa a,,, may h ; :rnt.l th y .:lull nl ·o rn1hli.h thcrcwifh 
aU rn·cC.">'Ju·_v Ru IP • artcl lfo0 L1 ht foll • f 1· the ~ fanagem nt 
t hereof, .Anc1 :ill ri7.c~ ·which 1r1uy h • dt':.lWu in tlte 
snitl Lotter_r ur Lott 0 rie , hu 11 h~. 11rii1l willmut 1tny 
D~t.hwUun, pi- Yiihl they a1·e tl maud d within ix 
_}foull, alh~r 1he Drawing- of th~ st1ia Lott ry or Lot
ted .. , othen,-i o tlic )fom·y urising from . nc:11 1">!'lt.e , 
hrtll be :rµpropri.-lteJ t the I urp ·e afore. :::till. 

ml {ie 11 jilJ"l!un· enaclPtl, Thr1L l f 1rnv P l't;.on blJ:i.11 fore,e, .I"-,, I} ),11,11~-

j• • 1• I I 'J'' ]~ • • 1 1 ·\ r• i ofF'ori,rory. 
'0 11 ut ']' 1· 1 t, or ll 1.,C'I" any ',n t (~l"J K '- 0 1 11'-i'\IIP<I iy ll"Llle 

ot' thi _ ,'- ct or .. Ji.Ill pn.:._ r utter an.r su :h f rg'Cfl. conn
t rteU-t'd r alt. r rl 'rick l, lrnowiug; th~ ::;:tme tu I , J:il-- . 
fol'!,.("f'd, t·rnmtel'f't:ilt><l 01• ,Ill Pl'Pd, or r, [ml1 nch il-i' or tl.Ssist 
in fo1·:ri11~•, :rilt-ring, or •oun rfc il iag- t.hc .:nm<', n:•ry 
Fersou so offending, :.rnd b ince tbere f eunvictetl I, f re 
the . 'uprem .h it.li ·ial Co LL rt • f thi.· (;ommc.111 •:1lt l1 , slrnl I 
l 1t. p1111 i.~1' ,rnl l 1,v l1ei11g i,:(•I (Il l Llie Galt my:.; ('or I hr> ,_ pi~uo of roimltJ'· 

OllC Ifonr, with (1 Hvp r iund hi$ :Xodi, 0' . i.~,n puy ~1 

ill- not exce cling One Hinu.fred Powulil., tr, th ~ ·e of 
tltis Cm.un1onwt1alth, 01· ,mff.11· 11ot. lllol'fl lhan 'rl\ Bl e 
)fonLlis Itt1pri. rrnme nl 1101· le :,;; Hmn Twu, or ho pub
lHy ""·hipp (l, nnt cxc ."tfow Thirty-nin tripel'r, at th(i 

lh er I.ion of th ,-aid . 'L[I reme .,J udicfo I ( ;ourt, accordin,O" 
to tht~ :Llm·e aurl Cit•eutu ·bwce. of 11m Offen •(1. 

J.i"et1rnm}1 2fJ 17,..,/J. 

,1a,mrnry _,. Ion, cl1. l':.J 

...., • • CT 1 _. rmrtmN ro Hf: srF. :"Er,· AL Ac-rs .H .. RP.ADY :.\tADJ~ Char,, 46 
FOEt 'l'llE PR -Il.EXT STORA.OP. OF ,iUN PO\!mEi-t Wll"HlN 1 ll.l!: ;r 
TOW OF BO, "TOY. 

Jf l,erer1;,, the rlepo, ·itii ,fJ rf kJ ule,l 1"11·111.,-..: in lite llou t?8 11/ heamlil~. 

f he Tr, 11' n ef no~ tn 11, /. drmr1ero ll . • f O f /I L i~.'f;:'; r1/' I floge du.1 
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120 

are disposed /Q e • 1·t lhem'flbJ(s 1.alteu a Ffre li az,pe,rn to 
hn1,ak oul i11 llrn ,'ia·id To·tf111: 

B e ,:t Pn.m;fetl by tlw ; "erwt,~ rmd Hvu.~c l?.f R,:pi·esenla-
lL):f.s ia Gfm ml Court a.~.~ mMed, and uy tlw -lut ltorilt/ 

p..,r•o11 1ua- ot llie :-:m,1e l'h t if :1nr Pc ·._on , hal I btk~ i 111 o u.u , 
l,ibiLe..t L:aib.lll, r· 11· -. bl B. , . H \ · J ~T -,nw u,~ir n.,;.,i_ >we 11 - nu.se St:_1 nrn, L>u - on:; , \ arc -i.nn,-c, 
~~~~;;,t,•ii: ."' tor , Sb p, I' oth r ]',uihJ.iug within the T,,,yn of 
:~~•~~:,•,ue.i Boilfou, any Caonon, • 11 i -J, Jfortur, Howitzer, 1

0 -

1•0w,, .. 1. I.torn, c I' Fi1•e Atl.Jl, loud cl w iLlL , o r lnH' i11g (tul\ 1 uwd r 
in the ,,m lJJ e, or . ]mil recei,· inlo :111...- Thn :l1i1w H ,w,e, 
S 11hJ,,, lhrn, Olll llrm:-11·, , ' tnr(·, "~:ti -~ TTon. e, 81mp, nt 

oilH' l" Duilding, within th e i:::.iid T111TTl; :iny Ik1111h, Gr,en
:uic, ,,r ,)1hr-r ron Shf'll, charged with or ha-dn:,. Ch111 

o·wch·r in th .. am i, 8U ·li 1-' 1; ·on ·hall f rf-•it tm1.l I nr 
tl1 _ . ..:.llOJ or Tm J 1ow1d • t(, I e _r ·uvered at the Suit of 
tL • li'i1·ewtUlb of' Lhe sid1l 'Iu\\'11, h1 all ) u ;1.io11 of l>el ,t, 
1,efurc :t11y Court p ropc•1· to L1·y ll1f• , :ime: cme 7\foiety 
tlH•l't•of j o 1 l1 ~ l_;,-,m f•f tlw . a id Fircw:ncl:-z, :~ml 1 li e <>lh !r 
:\foif'I y I o t IH! Su lJ[)Ol't of tLe -'nor of tb ' 'own of Bo-~t,m . 

.. dml &e if}1utlur enactnl. b.'/ tlw iutlu.,rity afore.~ai.Z, 
1 hnt all C'.mmun. ::-;1dn:.- I , i\Jurt ... m;. llm itz~r:-. ' horns 

!1~~,:;;11~~:~. Fire Ano,;. Hou~h -. hra.L;u,le~. ami. lrou .,::. 11 H • of any 
~~!"f,~~:;i/:;;_; Kiud, ilia ::- lmll 1'~ f1 1uul in a 1iy Bw •ll it1g Hou e, I Ll 
D•, ~llJili(;• lI Lhe ;'b1hh• nal'LI f:- 10 1' 1Y·11 •• HoH !--h« [l Ol' olli >r tlqu~ . ·c-Unhlt! "' - • ' , - , ' l _ - " 

to lJa ~ ·~~(J , J~11ilil i11:r cl1:.tTgc·rl '!Yl th, Ill ' lmvin2" iri llH'rll :rn.r "1·lH1 

"Pmnkr. ;.;hall I I Ila JI t 1,, seiz d h\T ci tlH' l' nf tL e 
Fir~\\':tnl.· of t l.iu ~aid Towu: ~ nd upon Compbi11t, nrndc 
lJy the 1-.iid Fit ward to ll1 ~ ( 'ourl 1 ,f Comm m .>Ic~t>', of 
su ·h l 'annon, . ' wiv<lb , ::Vfori.11•:;.. cu· llowilzer, lJ ing ,.o 
r IU JH.l, LIHJ C1 i11 rt ~111111 pmc '!jd to I 1·,r lire ::\Ierlt • of :·ttt:h 
( 'oLLLJJl ninl h.r n .Tmy • and if th ,Jm·y . Imll l-iml sud1 

Hrowtll 1 •Lluf :omJll:iiat . nppnl'tu l, ell ·h 'nnnrn1, S\\-ivl"l, -:\Jm'lal', ot' 

·~ fre-~r~::t ITP,l'itzcr ,,],nll he :u\j1u.lg- d ' rf it :1 11(.l h .. .,,0]11 nl p11hl ie 
,:,_ 11ehu11 ; and o ) Hali' f the l rn ·cc 1 th rnof . lrn.ll ht• 
di:o.po.secl f to tll .Fi1·eward:,-, aml t.h otb r Hulf to th 

i'.e of tl:te Pou1· ,) • t he Tv wu uf Bostou. And when :'l.lH' 

.Ffr Arm,-. (Jl' tUI\' Iloml1, (' l'il ll:1(fo, Ol' oilier ~h u. ,:;h•, il 
he fcmuu iu :my ifowm, Ou t. I lon:-:e , Il:.ir11, , ' ttLhl , ~t ,re. 
\\T t.1rnl.io1r..;{•. ~ ll~l[l. Ol' on1er l~n ild in/! 1 ;-,0 c·harµ: 11, O L' having 
Chm Pow,11•r in 1 he :m1 e, fl1e :_;,nm .,,hull Tie liable fo IP 
~l"izm1 jn i\Lumer :1fi l'<'S!ltcl; rin oll ornpbial ll.iN ol'. 
nwclf' 11 , irl .,;;11 I' ll ' 11-rnd hcfor, , a Ul'\I i ·c of l lrn T1

1!1L~·••, "'hall 
he ;;old :im1 f1i pna;cfl of :i. j, : h n· 1 rod,1 •1 fir C:urno11. 

Be it fnrtll.f>r r1mctecl, Thnt l'I ' .i lA -,lrnll I :1llmYl' ll ia 
Fr<.U3 ~utio , . upon hi." A.et n,.: i..; usual it1 n her C:1 e . . 

.;lfm-cl 1, r:.~•3_ 
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LAWS 
OJ' Tlll!l 

srrATE OF NEW-YORK·, 
PASSll:D AT TIIB 

FIRST MEETING OF THE SEVENTH SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE 
' OF SAID STATE. 

CHAP. I. 
AN ACT to lay a duty of tonnage on vessels for defraying the 

expence of the lighthouse at Sandy Hook. 

PASSED the 12th of February, 1784. 

I. Be it enacted by the People of the State of New York represented in Duty 
Smale and Assembly and ii is hereby cna,tted by the authority of the same, levied, 
That a duty of four pence per ton shall be levied and collected on all 
vessels which shall arrive from sea into the port of New York excepting 
vessels the property of citizens of this State while actually employed on 
whaling or coasting voyages, and all vessels the entire property of citi-
zens of any of the United States, which shall not exceed the burthen of 
sixty tons carpenll!rs tonnage. 

That for the orderly collection of the Gaid duty it shall be lawful for Olork to be 
the master and wardens of the port of New York, who are or shall be appolnt11d 
appointed by the council of appointment, to appoint a clerk to execute !~~~loot 
the duties enjoined upon him by this act, 

That every master or commander of a vessel cl11iming an exemption Muters 
from the said duty shall if required make oath before the said clerk or olalmtnfc 
in his al,sence before any of the said wardens who are hereb}' respect- :~.&~ 00 

ively empowered to administer the same, That according to the best i~halty 
of his knowledge and belief such vessel is a whaling or a coasting vessel for failure 
entitled to exemption from the said duty, according to the true intent:~ ~rE,'lt~n 
meaning of this act; and in case of refusal to take the said oath such arrival. 
master or commander shall be liable not only to the duty of tonnage 
the penalties in such cases to be imposed by this act. That every mas-
ter of a vessel subject to the said duty who shall not within twenty-four 

74 
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CHAP, ~8.] SEVENTH SESSION. • ti27 

And M it furllur enacted by the authority aforesaid That whenever any Warrant 
person shall ref use to appear and make affidavit in pursuance of such !~!f~~: 
summons, a warrant shall issue from such judge or magistrate to com- :il~i:1~8;1 

~pel his appearance, and if on his appearance he shall refuse to make to appear, 
affidavit, or affirmation if a Quaker, of the fact which may be within 
bis knowledge touching the matters in question, he shall be committed 
to the common gaol of the county, there to remain without bail or 
mainprise for the term of six callender months. 

CHAP. 27. 
AN ACT to repeal an act entitled An act to revive and amend 

an act entitled an act more effectually to prevent robberies 
within this State. 

PASSED the 10th of April, 1784, 

.Be z'I macted by the People of the State of New York, represented in Act named 
Senate and Assembly, and ii is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, repealed, 
That the act entitled "An act to revive and amend an act \!ntitled an act 
more effectually to prevent robberies within this State," passed the first 
day of July, one .thousand seven hundred and eighty, shall be, and the 
same is hereby repealed. 

CHAP. 2S. 
AN ACT to prevent the danger arising from the pernicious prac

tice of lodging gun powder in dwelling houses, stores, or other 
places within certain parts of the city of New York, or on board 
of vessels within the harbour thereof. 

P,\SSED the 13th of April, 1784. 

WHEREAS the storing of gun powder within the city of New York is Preamble, 
dangerous to the safety thereof. 

Be ii therefore enacted by flu People of lite State of New York, repre- Unlawful 
sented in Senate and Assembly, a11d ii is hercb;• enacted by the authority oj S~:fig~. 
the same, That from and after the passing ?f this act, it shall not be q~~Jit1ea 
lawfull for any merchant, shopkeeper, or retailer, or any other person, or exceeding 
persons whatsoever, to have or keep any quantity of gun powder exceed- ~111~ty
ing twenty-eight pounds weight, in any 'one place, less than one mile to pouodtsl 
the northward of the r.ity hall of the said city, except in the public mag- ~!itfe n 
azine at the Fresh-water, and the said quantity of twenty-eight pounds ~~gnzlne, 
weight, which shall be lawfull for any person to have and keep at any • 
place within this city, shall be seperated into four stone jugs or tin can-
nisters, which shall not contain more than seven pounds each, on pain 
of forfeiting all such g1m powder, and the sum of fifty pounds for every 
hundred weight, and in that proportion for a greater or lesser quantity, Penalty. 
and upon pain of forfeiting such quantity which any person may lawfully 
keep as aforesaid, and which shall not be seperated as above directed, 
with full costs of suit to any person, or persons, who will inform and 
sue for the same, by any action, bill, or information, in any of the courts 
of record, in this city, who are hereby impowered, and required, to 
give special judgment in such action bills or informations, to be brought 
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628 • 
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LAWS OF NEW YORK. [CHAP, a8, 

by virtue of this act, as well for the recovery of the value of'such gun 
powder in specie, as for the penalty aforesaid, besides costs, and to 
award, effectual execution thereon, provided always that all suits, actions 
or prosecutions to be brought, commenced, or prosecuted, against any 
person or persons, for any thing done in pursuance of this act, shall be 
commenced and prosecuted without willful delay, within two callender 
months next after the fact was committed, and not otherwise. 

And whereas vessels arriving from sea, and having onboard as part of 
their cargo a quantity of gun powder. 

Be it enacted by t/1e authority aforesaid, That the commander, or owner 
or owners, of all such ships or vessels, having gun powder onboard 
shall, within twenty-four hours after her arrival in the harbour, and 
before they hawl along sidt! of any wharf, pier or key within the city, 
land the said gun powder, by means of their boat or boats, or any other 
craft, at any place along the ship yards on the East river, or at any place 
to the northward of the air furnace on the North river, which may be 
most contigious to the magazine at Fresh water, and shall cause the same 
o be stored there, or in any other proper magazine, which now is or 
ereafter may be built for that purpose, at any place to the northward 

thereof, on pain of forfeiting all such gun powder, to any person or 
persons, who will inform and sue for the same, in like manner, as is 
herein before directed, with respect to the having and storing of gun 

now gun- powder within the city as aforesaid. And in order to ·prevent any fatal 
E~'!::~;0 consequences which may arise, from the carriage of gun powder, in and 
ported through the streets of the city of New York, by carts, carriages, or by 
!l':e°ei~~r hand, or otherways, it shall be in tight cask, well headed and hooped, 
city, and shall be put into bags or leather-cases, and intircly covered there-

with, so as that none be spill or scattered in the pasi,agc thereof, on pain 
of forfeiting all such gun powder, as shall be conveyed through any of 
the streets aforesaid in any other manner than is herein directed, and it 
shall and may be lawfull for any person or persons, to seize the same to 
his or their own use and benefit- provided the person or persons so 
offending, be thereof lawfully convicted, before the mayor, recorder, or 

Warrant any two justices of the city aforesaid, And that it shall and may be 
t~ ~e:;oh lawful!, for the mayor recorder, or any two justices of the peace of the 
time tor city and county of New York, upon demand made by any inhabitant 
ft:~ u~?~- or inhabitants of the said city, who assigning a reasonable cause of sus-
!~~~d picion on oath, of the sufficiency of which the said mayor or recorder, 
may be or justices, is and arc to judge, to issue his or their warrant or war-
~~~ed, rants, under his or their hands and seals, for searching in the day time 

for gun powder in any building or place whatsoever, within the limits 
aforesaid, or any ship or vessel ·within forty eight hours after her arrival 
in the harbour, or at any time after any such ship or vessel shall and may 
have haw led alongside of any wharf pier or key within the limits afore
said, and that upon any such search, it shall be lawfull for the searchers 
or persons finding the same, immidiatly to seize, and at any time within 
twelve hours after such seizure, to cause the same to be removed to the 
magazine at Fresh water, or to any other proper magazine, which now is 
or hereafter may be at any place north of Fresh water aforesaid, and the 
same being so removed, it shall be lawfull to tletain arid keep the same 
untill it shall be determined by the mayor, recorder or any two of the · 
justices of the peace of the city and county aforesaid, whether the same 
shall be forfeited by virtue of this act, and the person or persons so 
detaining the same, shall not be subject or liable to any action or suit, 
for the detention thereof, provided always that nothing in the act con-
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SEVENTH SESSION. 629 
tained, shall be construed to authorize any person, having such warrant 
to take advantage of the same, for serving any civil process of any kind 
whatsoever. 

And be further enacted by the a11tl1ority aforesaid, That if,. any gun ~r !pund 
powder, exceeding the quantity which any person by this act may law- a~;~~ 
fully keep in his custody, shall be found during any fire, or alarm of fire, :t[11t 
in the said city, by any of the firemen of the said city, it shall be law- without 
full for him to seize the same, without warrant from a majestrate, and to warrant. 
bold and have the same to his own use, any thing in this act to the con-
trary notwithstanding. This act to be and continu<: in force from the 
passing thereof, untill the twenty-eight day of February in the year of 
our Lord one thousand, seven hundred and eighty six. 

CHAP. 29. 
AN ACT to lengthen the terms of the inferior courts of com

mon pleas and general sessions of the peace, in the counties of 
Westchester, Queens and Richmond; and for other purposes 
therein mentioned. 

PASSED tho 13th of April, 1784. 

WHEREAS the duration of the terms of the inferior courts of common Preamble. 
picas and general sessions of the peace, in the counties of Westchester, 
Queens and Richmond; which, in the county of Westchester, continue 
from the fourth Tuesday in May until the Friday following, and from 
the first Tuesday in November until the Friday following, in every year; 
in Queens county, from the third Tuesday in May until the Friday fol-
lowing, and from third Tuesday in September until the Friday following, 
in every year; and in Richmond county, from the first Tuesday in May 
until the Friday following, and from the last Tuesday in September un-
til the Friday following, in every year, are found from experience, to be 
too short for the discharge of the necessary business in the said respec-
tive courts. 

Be ii therefore enacted by the People of the State vf New York npre- Torm11 of 
sented in Senate and Assembly, and it is liereby enacft:d by the autliorit;• o/~\~11'ii0 rita, 
/lie same, That the terms of the inferior courts of common pleas and co:rmgnce 
general sessions of the peace in the county of Westchester, shall here- rg cl~a:.

11 

after commence on the fourth Monday in May and first Monday in 
Nov.:mber, in every year, and shall continue until the several Saturdays 
next following, inclusive ; that the terms of the inferior courts of com-
mon pleas and general sessions of the peace in Queens county, shall 
commence on the third Mondays in May and September, in every year, 
and shall continue until the several Saturdays next following, inclusive; 
and that the inferior courts of common pleas and general sessions of 
the peace in the county of Richmond, shall commence on the first Mon-
day in May and last Monday in September, in every year, and shall con-
tinue until the several Saturdays next following, inclusive. That all Process 
process issued out of the said respective courts, and made returnable ~~~::br:· 
on the usual return days, and all recognizances by which any person or on usual 
persons shall be bound to appear on the said usual return days, shall be ~;.'!:-~alld, 
deemed good and valid on such days, although such days of return and 
appearance, are by this act, respectively altered, 
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PASSED BY TIIE GENERAL COURT OF Jl.A SS. l('JICSETTS : 

BEGUN AND llELD AT EOSTO~ IN THE COUNTY OF 
SUFFOLK, ON WEDXESDAY THE THIHTY-FIRST DAY OF 

.,1/.Ar, AX .. YO DO .. lll.VI, 178ti. 

178G. - Chapter 1. 

[ May Session, ch. l.] 

AN ACT FOR NATURALIZING ROBERT MORRIS AND JA MES Clzap. 1. 
ALEXANDER. 

TVhenas Robert ::\lorris anrl James A1exnnder, ?"esidents Preamble. 

,£n Shrewsbury, in the cmmty nf , :von:ester, have peti-
tioned the General Court, that tlwy may 1Je natitral?"zed, 
and ue thereuy entitled to all the rights, liue1·ties and p1·iv-
,£le9es nf fi·ee citizens r1f tltis Oommomcea1th: 

Be 1·t euacte(l by the Senate and ]louse of Representa
tives. in Gene1·al Oow·t assemuled, and U!J the authority 
of the smne, That the snicl Ravert .LlfmTis and James RolJ ei-t Jlorri.~ 

Al d tl • t l • l O tl f' ]] • and J m11e,Y A lP~· -exan e1·, upon lell' [l {lllg t le a lS O [l eg1:1nce ~111 dPr natural -

and nbjnrntion, reqnirecl by the Constitntion of this Com- ized . 

monwealth, before two Jnstil-es of the Pence, shall he 
deemed, adjudged and tnken to he free citizens of this 
Commonwealth, to all intent1:-1, constructions and purposes, 
as if they the said Robe1·t 1'Iorris and James Alexande1·, 
had been inhabitants of the territory now the Common-
wealth aforesnid, at the time of making the present form 
of civil government. 

<... 

Ancl it i'.s further enacted, That the J nstices before Certifi cate to 

whom the saine Oaths sha1l he taken, shall retnrn a cer- be returned. 

tificnte thereof, into the Secretary's office; and the Secre-
tary is hereby directed, to record the same in a book to 
be kept for that purpose. June 5, 1786. 
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1786. - CHAPTER 38. 87 

ART. Sixti'eth. The Field Officers of each and every Field-officers to 

R • l } l • t • 11 l 1 • appoint persons egm1ent, S Ul. UJ)pOlll some SUlta) e person, 10 ongmg to receive llnes, 

to such Regiment, to receive such tines ns may arise within &c. 

the s:1mc, for any breach of any of the foregoing articles; 
and shall direct the same to be properly applied to the 
relief of such sick, wounded or necessitous soldiers as 
belong to such regiment; and such person shall account 
with such Officer for all fines received, and the npplication 
thereof. 

ART. Sixty Fil-st. All crimes nut capita], and all dis- Qrimes_notmen-

1 l 1 ] • } Offi l '-' Jd" b t1oned m these on ers anc ueg ecb;, w 11c 1 cers anc 00 1ers may e articles, may be 
"J f t ] • 1• f d l l "J't 1• taken cogni-gm ty o , o t le preJUC ice o goo ore er nnc mt I ary c IS- zance of. 

cipline, tho' not mentioned in the foregoing articles, are 
to he taken cognizance of hy a genernl or regimental 
Court martini, according to the na1nre and degree of the 
offence, nnd be punished at their discretion. 

ART. Si'xt!} Second. ,v1ienever any Officer or soldier Any officer or 

l 11 I d f . } . f J . d . soldier, accused s rn >e accuse o a cnp1ta cnme, or o rnvmg use v10- of a crime pun-

1 •tt ·1 fl' • th ishable by the ence or comm1 e< any o ence agumst e per~on or known laws of 

property of the good people of this or either of the United the laud -

t;tates, such as is punishable by the known laws of the 
land, the commanding officer and officers of every regi-
ment, troop or party, to which the person or persons so 
accused shall helong, are hereby required, upon applica-
tion dnly ma<le by or in behalf of the party or parties 
injured, to use his utmost endeavonrs to deliver over such To be delivered 

• l t I c· · 1 l\,r • d over to the civil accusec person or persons o tie 1v1 1ag1strate, an magititrnte. 

likewise to be aiding and assisting to the Officers of Jus-
tice in apprehending and securing the person or persons 
so accused, in order to hring them to trial. And if any 
commanding Officer or Officers shall willfully neglect, or 
shall refuse npon the application aforesaid, to deliver over 
such nccused person or persons to the Civil 1\Iagistratc, or 
to he aiding and assisting to the Officers of Justice in 
apprehending such person or persons, such officer or offi-
cers so offending, shall he cashiered. October 24, 1786. 

1786. - Chapter 38. 
[September Session, ch, 8.) 

AN ACT To PREVENT RouTs, RIOTS, AND TUMULTuous ASSEM- Cha:p. 38 
BLIES, AND EVIL CONSEQUENCES THEREOF. • 

TV!zereas the provision already made by Law, for the Preamble. 

preventing 1·outs, riots and tumultuous assembli·es, ancl the 
evil consequences thereof, has been found insufficient: 
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88 1786. - CHAPTER 38. 

Be it therefore enacted uy tlw Senate ancl 1--Iouse of Rep-
resentatives, in General Court assemuled, ancl by t!te au

Proclamation to tlwrit,1 nif the same that from and after the 11uhlicntion of 
Le made amoug . •' . • ' 
rioters. this Act, it any penwns to the number of twelve, or 

more, being armed with cluhs, or other weapons; or if any 
number of persons, consisting of thirty or more, ohnll Le 
unln wfully, rontously, riotously or tumultuously assem 
bled, nny Justice of the Peace, Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff 
of the County, or ConstnLle of the Town, shall among the 
rioters, or as near to them ns he can snfely eome, Com
mand Silence, while Proclamation is making; and shall 
openly make Proclamation, in these or the like words: 

Co)DIONWEALTII OF 1.lfassach1tsetts. 
Form. By virtue of An Act of this Commonwe:ilth, made an<l 

If the persous 
assemuled do 
not disper~e, 
- officers em
powered, &c:. 

passed in the year of OUR LOHD, One thonsnn<l seven 
hundred and eighty six, entitled, "An ACT for suppress
ing routs, riots, and tumultuous assemblies, and the evil 
co~1sequences thereof," I am directed to charge and com
mand, and I do accordingly chnrge and communJ, all per
sons, being here assembled, immediately to disperse them
seh'es, and peacenhly to depart to their ha hitations, or to 
their lawful business, upon the pains intlicted hy the said 
ACT. 

GOD Save the CO;\L\ION\YEALTH. 

And if such persons, assembled as aforesaid, shall not 
disperse themselves within one hour after proclnnrntion 
made, or attempted to he made, as aforesaid, it shall he 
lawful for every such officer to command sufficient aid, 
and he shall seize such persons, who shall he had before a 
.Justice of the Pence; and the aforesaid ,Jnstice of the 
Pence, Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff, is hereby fnrther empow
ered, to require the nid of n sufficient nnmher of persons 
in arms, if any of the persons nssembled ns aforesnid slrnll 
appear armed : And if any sneh person or persons shall 
he killed or wonnded, by 1·enson of his or their resisting 
the persons endenvonl'ing to disperse or seize them, the 
said Jnstice, Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Constable and their 
assistants, shall be indemnified and held g·niltless. 

And be i't fm·ther Enactecl, that if n1~y person, heing 
commanded hy sneh .Tu:::-tice, ~heriff, Deputy Sheriff or 
Constable, as afol'esai,l, slrnll refuse or neglect to afford 
thE:' assistance required, an<l slrnll be convicted thereof 
upon the oath of either of the said Officers, so command-
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1786. - CHAPTER 38. 89 

in(r or other ]eo·a] evidenee he shall forfeit and 1)3.V a sum Pe~atty fol' ~e-
i:-' r. ' .J ft181lll{ to ll881Bt 

not less than fo1'ty shillings, nor exceeding te11 pounds, to the Sher_iff or 

I l t. • ]' t t t t l fi tl otherofhcer. >e recovere( uy llH 1c men ., or presen men , Je ore ie 

Supreme Judicial Court, or any Conrt of Genernl Sessions 
of the Pence, ncconling to the aggravation of the Offence ; 
to he pnid into the Publie Trea:-mry, for the use of the 
Commonwealth. 

And Be ,£t fu1'tlter enacted that all 11ersons who for the Punishment for 
• ' • ' unlawfnlly con-

s pnce of one hour nfter Proclamat10n mnde, or nttempted tinuiug together 

l 

] f ·a I 11 I f II I • ouehourafter to )e lll:l( e, tl~ U OreSaI , S lU lll1 :l\\' ll J, l'OUtOUS y, l'IOt- proclamation 

ous ly nnd tnmnltuously continue together, or shnll will- ma<1e. 

fully let, or hinder, nny such Officer, who slrnll be known, 
or shnll openly clecJare himself to lie such, from making-
the said Proclamution, shall forfeit all their lnnds, tene-
ments, goods nnd chattel::;, to this Commonwealth, or such 
part th~reof ns shall be adjudged by the Justices, before 
whom such Offence slrnll he tried, to he nppliecl towards 
the support of the Government of this Commonwealth; 
and shall be whipt thirty nine stripes on the naked bnck, 
at the Public whipping-post, aurl sn ll'er imprisonment for 
a term not exceedi ng· twelve months, nor less tlrnn six 
months; nnd once e'very three months during the said 
imprisonment, receive the same number of stripes on the 
naked IJack, at the public whipping post as :tfore~aicl. 
And if any such pers~m or persons, so riotously assembled, 
shall demolish or pull clown, or begin to demolish or pnll 
down, any dwelling- house, or other house, or pnrcell 
thereof; nny house, built for public ui;es; any barn, mill, 
malt house, store house, 8hop or ~hip, he or they shall 
suffer the same pains nnd pennlties, ns nre before provi(lecl 
in this Act. 

Provided alway.~, that where there shall appenr any cir- PruviHo, 

cnmstances, to mitigate or allevinte :my of the offences 
ngainst this Act, in the judgment of the Court, before 
which such offence shall be tried, it ~hall and may he law-
ful, for the Justices of such Court, to abnte the whole of 
the punishment of whipping·, or snch part thereof, ns they 
shnll judge proper; nny thing in this Act, to the coutrnry 
notwith standing. 

And be itj'urther enaclf,d thnt this Act shall be read at Ti.mes when 
' ' this ·ict i;hall be 

the oiwning of every Conrt of Geneml Sessions of the react: . 

Pea<'e, hy the Clerk of the sai<l Court, and nt the nnniver-
sary meeting of ench town, within this Commorl\vealth, hy 
the town Clerk thereof, in 1.Warch or Ap1·il, annually : 
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90 1786. - CHAPTER 39. 

And no person shall be prosecuted, for any offence con
trary to this Act, unless prosecution he commenced within 
twelve months after the offence committed. 

October 28, 1786. 

1786. - Chapter 3H. 

[September Session, ch. 9.) 

C l 39 AN ACT, PROVIDING FOR THE l\IORE EASY PA Yl\IENT OF THE ,iap. . 

Preamble. 

SPECIE TAXES, ASSESSED PREVIOUS TO THE YEAR ONE 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOUR. 

TV!zereas it appew·s front a statenient of t!te Tl'easw·y, 
That t!te1'e /s a considerable swn in specie, due on the out 
stanclinf! Taxes, assessed p1'evious to tlrn yea,· one thousand 
seven lrnnd1·ed and eir;hty fow·: And whe,.eas .from, t!te 
great scm·city of cash, it ,£s expedient, that some more easy 
ancl convenient nwde should ue adopted, fm· the speedy com
pleating the collections thereof, than the nwde heretofore 
pnwtised: 

Be it the1·efo1·e e11actecl, oy the Senate and House of 
Rep1·esentatives, in Genentl Goul't Assembled, and by au

Towns, &c. that tlwrity of the samP, That the inhabitants of the several 
are deficient, T D' • d I ] • b" C 
permitted to owns, 1stncts, an ot 1er p aces, m t 1s ommon-
pay the balances l ti I l fi • t • t} t f ti • l due, in the spe- weu 1. w lO are c e cien m 1C paymen o 1C sa1c 
~~e;r~!s~1~cles Taxe~, be, and they are hereby pennittecl to pay all the 

balances clne on the several specie Taxes which were 
assessed previous to the year one thousand seven hun
dred and eighty fonr, (including the balances which 
remained clue on the Beef Taxes) either in cash, or in the 
severnl species of articles hereinafter expressed, in the 
manner, at the several places, and the prices hereinafter 
enumerated, nnd establishecl at each, - to wit: 

A~ticles re- At a Store or other convenient 11lnce to he ap11ointed 
ce1ved at the ' ' 
town of Boston. in the Town of Boston, the following articles, nt the 

respective prices annexed thereto viz. 
Good merchantable Beef, at twenty shillings per hun

dred. 
Good harrelled Beef, well salted and pncked, aecording 

to Law, at two pounds eight shillings per barrel. 
Good merchantable Pork, at four pence per pound. 
Good barrelled Pork, in barrels of two hundred and 

twenty pounds each, well packed and suited, at three 
pounds fifteen shillings per barrel. 
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LAWS 
OF THE 

TERRITORY 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

NORTH-WEST OF THE RIVER OHIO; 
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ALSO, 

CERTAIN LAWS ENACTED BY THE GOVERNOR AND JUDGES OF THE TERRITORY, FROM 

THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE GOVEltNMENT TO DECEMBER, ONE THOUSAND, 

SEVEN HUNDRED AND NlNETY TWO j 

WITH AN APPENDIX 

CONTAINING RESOLUTIONS, THE ORDINANCE OF CONGRESS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF 

THE TJl,RRITORY, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, AND THE LAW 

RESPECTING FUGITIVES. 

VOL I. 

Published by Authority. 

CINCINNATI, 

FROM THE PRESS OF CARPENTER & FlNDLAY, 

PRINTEltS TO THE TERRITORY, 

MDCCC. 
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OATHS, 1788 321 

ACTS, &c. 

CHAPTER I. 

A LAW respecting Oaths of Office, published hy his excellency 
Arthur St. Clair, esquire, governor of the Territory of the 
United States, north-west of the river Ohio, and by the honor
able Samuel Holden Parsons, and James Mitchell Varnum, 
esquires, judges, at the city of Marietta, in the Territory afore
said, upon the second day of September, in the thirteenth year of 
the independence of the said United States, and of our Lord one 
thousand, seven hundred and eighty-eight. 

Every person 
appointed to 
civil offices 
to take oath, 

EVERY person appointed to any civil office in the territory, and 
commissioned by the governor, shall, previously to his entering 

upon the exercise of his office, take the following oath, viz. I, A B, 
being appointed to the office of do solemnly swear, that I 
will well and truly execute the duties of my said office, according to or 

the best of my skill and understanding, without fraud or partiality. 
So help me God. 

Any person appointed, as aforesaid, conscientiously scrupulous of affirmation, 

taking an oath, shall make the following affirmation, previously to 
entering upon the duties of his office, viz. I, A B, being appointed to 
the office of do solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and 
affirm, that I will well and truly execute the duties of my said office, 
according to the best of my skill and understanding, without fraud 
or partiality; and this I declare and affirm under the pains and penal-
ties of perjucy. 

[6] 
And that all oaths of office, or declarations and affirmations pre- before the 

scribed as aforesaid, shall be taken before the governor, or such person governor. 

or persons as shall by him be appointed and commissioned for that 
purpose, and certified upon the commission of the person taking the 
same. And in case of the absence of the governor, the said oath, or 
declaration and affirmation may be taken before, and certified by 
either of the judges of the territory. 

AR. ST. CLAIR, 

SAML. H. p ARSONS, 

J AMES M. VARNUM. 
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What offences 
shall 

be deemed 
treasonable. 

322 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 

CHAPTER II. 

A LAW respecting Crimes and Punishments, published by his excel
lency Arthur St. Clair, esquire, governor, and the honorable 
Samuel Holden Parsons, and James Mitchell Varnum, esquires, 
judges of the territory of the United States, north-west of the 
river Ohio, at the city of Marietta, the sixth day of September, 
in the thirteenth year of the independence of the United States, 
and of our Lord, one thousand, seven hundred and eighty-eight. 

Treason. 

IF any person belonging to, residing in, or protected by the laws of 
this territory, shall levy war against the United States, or against 

this territory, or shall knowingly and wilfully aid or assist any enemies 
at war against the United States, or this territory, by joining the 
armies or fleets of such enemies, or by enlisting, persuading or pro
cu ring others to join said fleets or armies, or by furnishing such 
enemies with arms, or ammunition, or provisions, or any other articles 
for their aid or comfort, or by carrying on a treasonable and treach
erous correspondence with them, or 

[7] 

shall form, or be any way concerned in forming any combination, plot 
or conspiracy for betraying the United States, or this territory, into 
the hands or power of any foreign enemy, or shall give or attempt to 
give or send any intelligence to any such enemy for said purpose, the 
person or persons so offending shall be deemed guilty of treason, and, 
upon conviction thereof, shall suffer the pains of death, and shall, 
moreover, forfeit all his, her or their estate, real and personal, to this 
territory. 

Murder. 
If any person or persons shall, with malice aforethought, kill or 

Murder. slay another person, he, she, or they, so offending, shall be deemed 
guilty of murder, and, upon conviction thereof, shall suffer the .pains 
of death. 

Manslaughter. 
If any person or persons shall wilfully kill or slay another person, 

Manslaughter. without malice aforethought, he, she, or they, so offending, shall be 
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CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTSJ 1788 323 

deemed guilty of manslaughter, and, upon conviction thereof, shall 
be punished as at the common law hath heretofore been used and ac
customed. Provided neverthelessJ That lf any person in the just and 
necessary defence of his own life, or the life of any other person, shall 
kill or slay another person attempting to rob or murder in the field 
or highway, or to break into a dwelling house, if he cannot with safety 
to himself, otherwise tak:e the felon or assailant, or bring him to jus
tice, he shall be holden guiltless. 

Burglary. 

If any person or persons shall, in the night season, break open and 
enter any dwelling house, shop, store or vessel, in which any person or 
persons dwell or reside, with a view and intention of stealing and 
purloining therefrom, he, she or they, so offending, shall be deemed 
guilty of burglary, and, 

[8] 

upon conviction thereof, shall be whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine 
stripes, and find sureties for good behaviour for a term not exceeding 
three years; and upon default of sureties, shall be committed to gaol 
for a term not exceeding three years, or until sentence be performed. 

If the person or persons, so breaking and entering any dwelling
house, shop, store or vessel, as aforesaid, shall actually steal and pur
loin therefrom, he, she or they, so offending, upon conviction thereof, 
shall, moreover, be fined in treble the value of the articles stolen; one 
third of such fine to be to the territory, and the other two thirds to 
the party injured. 

If the person or persons so breaking and entering any dwelling
house, shop, store or vessel as aforesaid, shall commit, or attempt to 
commit any personal abuse, force or violence, or shall be so armed with 
any dangerous weapon or weapons as clearly to indicate a violent 
intention, he, she or they, so offending, upon conviction thereof, shall, 
moreover, forfeit all his, her or their estate, real and personal, to this 
territory, out of which, the party injured shall be recompenced as 
aforesaid, and the offender shall also be committed to any gaol in 
the territory for a term not exceeding forty years. 

And if the death of any innocent person should ensue from the 
breaking and entering any dwelling house, shop, store or vessel, as 

Burrlary, 
what crimes 
deemed, 

how punished; 

and fined. 

Forfeiture 
on persona 
hreakinr 
houses, &c. 

What cases 
deemed wilful 
murder. 

A-49

Case: 23-55805, 11/21/2023, ID: 12827633, DktEntry: 14-2, Page 52 of 107



What crimes 
deemed 
rob-

Lerry, and 
how punislaed. 

Robbery, 
how punished. 

Fines on 
unlawful 
assemblies 
&c. 

324 ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 

aforesaid, in any of the instances aforesaid, the person or persons so 
breaking and entering shall be deemed guilty of wilful murder. And 
all persons aiding and assisting in break:ing and entering any dwelling 
house, shop, store or vessel as aforesaid, or in any of the crimes con
sequent thereupon, as before pointed out, shall be deemed principals. 

Robbery. 

If any person or persons shall unlawfully and forceably take from 
the person of another in the 

[9] 

field or highway, any money, goods or chattels, he, she or they so 
offending, shall be deemed guilty of robbery, and upon conviction 
thereof, shall suffer as in the first instance of burglary. 

Whoever shall commit such robbery with personal abuse or vio
lence, or be armed, at the time with any dangerous weapon or 
weapons, so as clearly to indiciate an intention of violence, he, she or 
they, so offending, upon conviction thereof, shall moreover suffer as 
in the second instance of burglary. And in case any person or 
persons robbing or attempting to rob, as aforesaid, shall kill or slay 
any person or persons defending him, her or themselves, or others, or 
his, her or their property against such robber or robbers, or person or 
persons, attempting to rob, or in pursuing and endeavoring to 
apprehend and secure such person or persons so robbing or attempting 
to rob, he, she or they, so offending, shall be deemed guilty of wilful 
murder. And all aiders and abettors in any robbery as aforesaid, 
and in any of the crimes consequent thereupon, as before pointed out, 
shall be deemed principals. 

AR. ST. CLAIR, 

SAML. H. PARSONS, 

]AMES M. VARNUM. 

Riots and unlawful Assemblies. 

If three or more persons shall assemble together with intention to 
do any unlawful act, with force and violence, against the person or 
property of another, or to do any other unlawful act, against the 
peace and to the terror of the people; or, being lawfully assembled, 
shall agree with each other to do any unlawful act as aforesaid, and 
shall make any movement or preparation therefor, the persons so 
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LAWS OF NEW.JERSEY. 

1he money &herein directed to be made, within ninety days after t ,99. 
receivin~ such warrant, he shall, for every offence, forfeit and ---
pay one hundred dollars, to be recovered, with costs, by action he !!hall not 

,. of debt, by the treasurer, or lhe county or township collector, as ~"::!i~!~-
• the case may require, for the use of the state, and shall also be ably to law. 

amerced by the court of common pleas of the county, to the 
amount of lhe sum in the said warrant mentioned, with interest 
and costs; which amercement shall have the force and effect of 
a judgment, whereon execution shall instantly, and without any 
f unher proceedings, be issued against the goods and chattels, 
lands, tenements, hereditaments and real estate of the sheriff so 
amerced. 

39 • . J!.ml be it ~acted, That if th~ sheriff shall not execute Sheri.fr, how 
the writ of execution agreeably to thas act, or shall not pay the to be proceed· 
money therein directed to be made, within ninety days after re .. ed again!!t, if· 
ceiving such execution, he shall, for every offence, forfeit and he sh~I ~bot 
pay one hundred dollars, to be recovered, with costs, by action ~:i.~:~{ ex!cu. 
of debt, by the treasurer, or the county or township collector, as lion ~ably 
the case may require, for the use of the state; and shall also be to law. 
amerced by the court, out of which such execution issued, to the 
amount of the sum in the said execution mentioned, with inte-
rest and costs; which amercement shall have the force and effect 
of a judgment, whereon execution shall instantly, and without 
any further proceedings, be issued against the goods and chat-
tels, lands, tenements, hereditaments and real estate of the sheriff' 
so anaerced. 

40. 11.nd be it enacted, That every act and every clause of any Former actt 
act within the purview of this act, be, and they are hereby re- repealed, but 

Pealed·, but such repeal shall not extend to or affect any assess- suctbtrepeffialt . . f d' • f no o a ec ment, tax, penalty, suat, Judgment, warrant o astress, or wnt o antecedent 
execution, made, arising, commenced, entered, or issued under tHe5, judg
any act or clause hereby repealed; but that the same shall be !:!:~d8!;~ 
collected, prosecuted, enforced and proceeded upon, in the like cutiom. 
manner as if this act had not been made. 

See the act designating tual,le property, March 9, 1801. 

~ ACT to describe, apprehend aud punish disorderly ~~rsons. PAT. 410. 

Passed the 10th of June, 17!$. 

J. BE IT ENACTED by the Council and General ll11emhly of Who ,ball be 
,_ ,tate, and it i, hereby macud by the authority of the ,ame, adjud~ to~ 
That all paupers, who shall unlawfully return to the city or town- diionferlyptt• 
ship, from which they were legally removed, without a certificate 90119• 

&om the city or township to which they belong, or who shall 
leave their places of legal settlement; and all persons, who shall 
go about from door to ·door, or place themselves in streets, high-
ways or passages, to beg, crave charity, or collect alms, or who 
aball wander abroad and lodge in taverns, inns, beer-houses, out-
houses, houses of entertainment, markm-.houses, barns or otlfer. 

3o 
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• 

f1t LAWS OF NEW-JERSEY. 

1'799: places, or in the opea air, and not give a goed·aeeount 0£ them
selves, or who shall wander abroad, and beg or solicit charity, 
under pretence of being or having been soldiers, mariners, or 
seafaring men, or of Joss by fire, or other casu~ty, or of loss, bJ 
the Indians, or by war, or other pretence or thing; and all per
BOns who shalJ leave, or threaten to )eave tq.eir families to be 
maintained by the city, township or county, or to become charge
able thereto, or wbo, not having sufficient propeny or means for 
their subsistence or support, shall live idle, or not engage in some 
honest employment, or not provide for themselves or familie~; 
and all persons who shall use, or pretepd to use, or have any skill 
in physiognomy, palmistry, or like crafty science, or who shall 
pretend to tell destinies or fortunes; and all runaway senants or 
slaves, and alJ vagrants or vagabonds, common drunkards, com
mon night-walkers, and common prostitutes, shall be deemed 
and adjudged to be ditiorderly persons. 

i'w1ber de- .2. .fl.nil wherea., divers ill disposed persons are frequently ap-
•~riptioo of prehended, having upon them implements for house-breaking, 
disonlerlyper- or offensive weapons, or are found in or upon houses, ware
!f9m. houses, stables, barns or out-houses, areas of houses, coaeb-

houses, smoke-houses, enclosed yards, or gardens belonging to 
houses, with intent to commit theft, misdemeanors or other of
fences; and although their evil purposes are thereby manifested, 
the power of the justices of the peace to demand of them sure-
1ies for their good behaviour hath not been of sufficient effect to 
p_revent them from carrying their eviJ purposes into execution; 
Be it further enacted, That if any person shall be apprehended, 
having upon him or her any picklock, key, crow, Jack, biti, or 
other implement, with an intent to break and enter into any 
dwelling-house, ware-house, stab]e, barn, coach-house, smoke
house or out-house; or shaJl have upon him or her any pistol. 
hanger, cutlass, bludgeon, or other offensive weapon, with 1nteo, 
to assault any person; or shall be found in or upon any dwel
ling-house, ware-house, slable, barn, coach-house, smoke-house 
or out-house, or in any enclosed yard or garden, or area belong
ing to any house, with an intent to steaJ any goods or chattels, 
then he or she shall be deemed and adjudged to be a disorderly 
person. 

Ditord rl 3. .11.nd be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of every con
person: ~Y stable, ,nd Jawfu] for any other person, to apprehend, without 
be •J?prehend- warrant • or process, any disorder]y person of the description 
~~t°!~, aforesaid, and to take him or her before any justice of the peace 
on coavictW:., of the couo1y, where apprehended; and it saa11 be the duty of 
committed to the said justice to commit such disorderly person, when convidt
:OeU:~rk- ed before him, by the confession of the offender, or by the oath 

or affirmation of one or more witness or witnesses, to the work
house of the city, town or county, there to be kept at hard labor 

Juatiees to i,. 
Ille proceH 
against disor
·derly persons. 

for any time not exceeding three caJendar months. 
4 . .llnd be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of every justice 

of the peace, of the proper county, to issue, on information, or 
hi~own view, his warrant or process to apprehend any disorderlv 
J>erson, within lhe intent and meaning of this act. ~ 

• 
Digitized by

0Google A-54

Case: 23-55805, 11/21/2023, ID: 12827633, DktEntry: 14-2, Page 57 of 107



H 'EINONLINE 

DATE DOWNLOADED: Fri Jan 27 13:50:59 2023 
SOURCE: Content Downloaded from HeinOnline 

Citations: 

Bluebook 21st ed. 
Laws of the State of Maine (1830). 

ALWD 7th ed . 
. Ls of the State of Maine (1830). 

APA 7th ed. 

■-·._.~ 
I( . . . 
' 
r::, " • • 
L.:J, . 

(1830). Laws of the State of Maine. Hallowell, Glazier, Master & Co. 

Chicago 17th ed. 
Laws of the State of Maine. Hallowell, Glazier, Master & Co. 

McGill Guide 9th ed. 
Ls of the State of Maine (Hallowell: Glazier, Master & Co., 1830) 

AGLC4th ed. 
Laws of the State of Maine (Glazier, Master & Co., 1830 

MLA 9th ed. 
Laws of the State of Maine. Hallowell, Glazier, Master & Co. HeinOnline. 

OSCOLA 4th ed. 
Laws of the State of Maine. Hallowell , Glazier, Master & Co. 

- Your use of this HeinOnline PDF indicates your acceptance of HeinOnline's Terms and 
Conditions of the license agreement available at 
https://heinonline.org/HOULicense 

- The search text of this PDF is generated from uncorrected OCR text. 

A-55

Case: 23-55805, 11/21/2023, ID: 12827633, DktEntry: 14-2, Page 58 of 107



98 FIRE.-GUNPOWDER. 

cial Court, to parties and witnesses, as are allowed in the 
regular Courts of law; and that the said two Justices, quo
rum unu1, shall have the same fees, and be allowed the aame 
sums for the trial aforesaid, as are allowed to Justices in the 
process of forcible entry and detainer. 

[Approved .March 8, 1821.) 

-t,e-,.-

CHAPTER. XXV. 
An A.ct fat the prevention of damage by Fire, and the safe keepinr of 

Gullpowder. 

Sze. 1. BE it e-nacted by the Senate and House of Repre1ent
Se!ec1men to ati'IJes, ~n .Leg~la.ture assemb~e~, That the Selectmen of each 
1n
1
. ake regul

1
ah- town w1thm tfus State, contamm

0
0 not less than fifteen hundred 

ions asfo " • h b' h h b h • d • keeping?fgun• m a 1tants, be, and t ey ere y are, aut or1ze and empow-
ra;w~e~;! cer- ered to make rules and regulations, from time to time, in con-

n ° • formity with which, all gunpowder which is or mar be with• 
in such town, shall be kept, had or possessed therein ; and no 
person or persons shaJ1· have, keep or possess within sue~ 
town, any gunpowder, in any quantity, manner, form or 
mode, other than may be prescribed by the rules · and regu• 
lations aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. Be it further etiacted, That any person or per
P«:0alty for vio- s.ons who shall keep, have or possess any gunpowder, within 

!l":lgaucbreg• any town, contrary to the rules and regulations which shall 
a ona. be established by the Selectmen of such town, according to 

the provisions of this Act, shall forfeit and pay a fine of not 
less than twenty dollars, and not exceeding one hundred dot

Mode of re• lar.s, for each and every offence, to be recovered by action or 
covery. debt in any Court proper to try the same. 

SEc, 3. Be it further enqcted, That all gunpowder which 
Powder k"epl shat I be had, kept or possessed, within any town, contrary to 
c0

1
°(raryloreg- the rules and regulations which shalt be established by the 

II auon• may 6e S I f h d' th • • f h" aeiz_ed 8Jld Ji. e ectmen o sue town, accor mg to e prov1S1ons o t 1s 

belled. Act, may be seized by any one or more of the Selectmen of 
. such town, and shall wiihin twenty days next after the seizure 

Pr:itiigs on thereof, be libelled, by filing with any Justice of the Peace 
111 1 

e • in such town, a libel,. stating the time, place and cause of seiz• 
ure, and the time and place when and where trial shall be had 
before said Justice, and a copy of said libel shall be served 
by the Sheriff, or his deputy, on the person or persons, in 
whose possession the said gunpowder shall have been seized 
by delivering a copy thereof to each such person, or leaving 
such copy at his or her usual place of abode1 seven days at 
least, before the time which shall be specified in said libel, 
for the trial thereof, that such person may appear, and show 
cause why the gunpowder, so seized or taken, should not be 
adjudged forfeit ; and if any person shall appear to show 
cause why the same should not be adjudged forfeit, such ap· 
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°FlRE.-GUNl'OWDER, 99 

pearaoce shall be eo~ered on reco~d, by said Jt!stice; and 
if the gunpowder, seized as aforesaid, shall be adjudged for-
feit, the pergon or persons, whose appearance shall h~ve been 
recorded as aforesaid, shall pay all costs of prosecution, and 
execution shall issue therefor : Provided howeuer, That the 
person or persons, whose appearance shall.have be~n reco~d-
ed may appeal from the judgment rendered by said Justice Ap~a\ '!"'111 

1 
• Pl b h Id Joottce·a Judg• of the Pence, to the next Court of Common ens to e o en mflat 

for the Countv where such town is situated; and the party ' 
so appealing,.before ,mch appeal shall be allowed, shall re-
cognize, with sufficient surety or sureties to the libellant, to 
prosecute his said appeal and to pay all such costs as may 
arise alter said appeal ; and no further proceedings shall be 
had upon the judgment appealed from ; and in case the 
party appealing shall neglect to enter his appeal, the. Court an d 
appealed to, may, upon complaint, proceed to affirm the in;. procec • 

judgment of the Justice, with additional costs. 
SEC, 4. Be it furtker enacted, That any person who shall Penans dam

suffer injury by the explosion of any gunpowder, had or a_ged ~ explo· 
possessed, or being within any town, contrary to the rules and f/~:ly~;t'1 

regulations which shall be established in such town, accord- may obtain r'e
iog to the provisions of this Act, may have an action of the dreu. 
case in aoy Oourt proper to try the same, against the owner 
or owners of such gun powder, or against any other person 
or persons, who may have had the possession or custody of 
such gunpowder, at the time of the explosion thereof, to re-
cover reasonable damages for the injury sustained. 

SEc. 5. B e it further enacted, That it shall, and may be Selectmen may
lawful for any one or more of the Selectmen of any town to enter buildings 

t b "Id" h I • h h 10 search fot en er any Ill mg, or ot er p ace, m sue . town, to searc . po"der. 
for gunpowder, which they may have reason to suppose to 
be concealed or kept, contrary to the rules and regulations 
which shall be established in such town, according to the 
provisions oftthis Act, first having obtained a searcll warrant 
therefor according to law. 

SEc. 6. B? it fu~,h~ enacted, That w~e~ any stove, chim- Penalty far aur:
ney or stove pipe, w1thm any town contammg not less than fe,:iog _s10ves, 

fif~een hundred inhabitants, shall be defectiv~, ~r out of re- ~~':!°;,~~:'to 
pair, or so constructed or placed, that any building, or other be defective, 
property shall be in danger of fire therefrom, the Selectmen &e. 

of said town shall give notice in writing, to the,possessor or 
possessors of such stove, chimney or stove pipe, to remove 
or repair the same ; and if such possessor shall for the term 
of six days after the giving of such notice, unnecessarily neg-
lect to remove, or effectually repair such stove, chimney or 
stove pipe, such possessor shall, for each and every such 
neglect, forfeit and pay a fine of not less than ten dollars, 
nor more than fifty dollars, to be recovered by action of the Action of cast. 

case, in any Court proper to try the same. 
S1:c. 7. Be it further enacted, That the fines, forfeitures 
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108 ORACKERS, &e.-FIRE ENGINES. 

AfK:priatlon and penalties, which shall arise under this Act, shall accrue, 
0 es, &c. one moiety thereof to the 1,1se of Lhe town within which the 

offence shall be cornmilted, and the other moiety to the use 
of the person who shall prosecute or sue for the same. 

Above re"'ula- SEc. 8. Be it further enacted, That the rules and re.gula
!ions not~ .b~ tions, which shall be established in any town, according to 
~:i?:~ 1i~. the provisions of this Act, shall be of no force or effect, u. ntil 
Sclee1111eo,&c. such rules and regulations, together with this Act, shall have 

been published by the Seleclmen of such town, three weeks 
successively, by printing in some newspnper printed within 
the County, or by posting up attested copies in tl1ree sev
eral public places in said town. 

[Approved Mttrcli 19, 1821.] 

CHAPTER XX.VI. 

An Act lo prevent damage from firing Crackers, Squibs, Serpents aad 
Rockets, wilhin this State. 

BE ·it enacted by the Sennte anil House of R epresentativeJ, 
crncken, in L egislature assembled, That if any person shall offer 
squibs, &tc • . nQI for sale, set fire to, or throw any lighted cracker, squib, 
tobeliredw,th• I • I· h. S • h h \' f b out license. roe tel or serpent wit 110 l 1s tate, wit out t· e 1cense o t e 

Selectmen of the several towns, respectively, first obtained 
therefor, he shall forfeit, for every such offence, the sum of 

Puni1hment. fi • f ve dollars ; one moiety to the use of the poor .o that town, 

Persons wan-
1only i1Jjuri,1g 
tire eng, oes, 

punished 011 

t"o1wictio11 iu 
S. J. Court. 

in which the offence shall be committed, and the other moie• 
ty to the use of the prosecutor; to be recovered by action of 
debt, or by informat,ion before any Justice of the Peace of 
the County, in which the offence shall be committed, witl1 
the costs of suit. ✓ 

[.Rpprovecl FP.iruary 20, 1821.J 

CHAPTER XXVII. 
An Act more ctrcctnally to secure Fire Eogiacs from beiog injure1I, 

BE it enacted b!J the Senate (1]/1.(.l House of R epresentative,, in 
L et;i.slat-ltrc assemlhtl, That if any person shall wantonly or 
maliciously, spoil, break, injure, damage or render useless, 
any engine, or any of the apparatus thereto belonging, 
prepared by any town , society, person or persons, for the 
e:-<tinguishment of fire, and shall be convicted thereof, 
before t.he Supreme Judicial Court, he shall be punished by a 
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment, 
not exceeding two years, at the discretiou of the Court; and 
be furthe r ordered to re cognize, with sufficient surety or 
sureties, for his good _behayiol\r for such term as the Court 
shall order. 

[~1pprovctl March 2, 1821.) 
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election," passed December 16, 1824, be and the same 
is hereby repealed. Approved July ~, 1825. Repeal. 

CHAPTER LXI . 
.!lN .!JCT to regulate the keeping and selling, and the trans- Passed July 

. if l . . 2, 1825. porting o gun-pow< er. 
SECT. 1. BE it enacted by the Senme and House of Rep- • 

resentatives in • General Co14rt convened, That there shall W . 
·• b } • h h hatquanhty not at any tune e rnpt m any ware- ouse, store, s op, may be kept. 

o~· othe1· building in the compact part of any town or vil-
lage in this State, a gl'eater quantity of gun-powder than Penalty for 
three quarter cask or seventy-five pounds ; and any per- keeping more. 
son or persons so keeping a greater quantity, shall for-
feit and pay for every day during which such greater 
quantity of gun-powder shall be kept as aforesaid, a sum 
not exceeding five dollars, no~ less than one dol~ar, to be How recover
recovered by any person sue~ng for the same m an ac- able. 
tion of • debt before any justice of the peace, or court 
proper to try the same, with costs of suit, one half for To whose u:-ic. 
the use of the prosecutor and the other half for the use 
of the town in which such gunpo\Vder is kept; or, if sued 
for by the firewards or selectmen of any town, then the 
whole of said forfeiture shall be kept for the use of said How expend
town, to be expended by said firewards or selectmen in ed. 
purchasing materfa.ls necessary and proper for extin-
guishing fires. And the said fire wards or selectmen are Firewa_rds, &c. 
_hereby authorized and empowered to seize any gunpow- :e~yse.,ze 110w-
der kept as aforesaid in a greater quantity than one quar- • 
ter cask, a,nd cause the same to be condemned in any 
court proper to hear and try-the same, the avails of which 
shall be expended for the purpose~ aforesaid. 

SECT. 2 • .11.ncl be it fiirthe1· enacted, That every person 
keeping gunpowder to sdl by retail in less quantity than 
seventy-five pounds, and who shall not at all times keep H

1
ow

11 
bp«2wkder 

I . . . . I . b s ia e ept 
t 1e same rn a tm camster or canisters or ot 1er mcom us• for retail. 
tible vessel or vesselsi covered and secured from fire, or 
in casks which shall be enveloped in substantial and close Penalty for not 
leathern bags or sacks, shall forfeit and pay for each and eo keeping. , 
every day, he, she or they shall so keep it, a sum not ex-
ceeding five dollars nor less than one dollar, to be sued Howrecovera
for and recovered with costs of suit in the manner and blc. 
for the uses and purposes aforesaid. 

SECT, 3 • .11.nd be it .further enacted, That gunpowder Mannc_r ef 
shall not be transported or carried through the compact transportrn;. 

. part of any town or village, in any cart, waggon or other 
open carriage, in a greater quantity than one hundred 
pounds at ariy one time, nor unless the casks containing 
the gunpowder so transported, if more than twenty-five 
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ponnds be enveloped in substantial and close leathern 
bags or sacks ; and any person or persons transporting 
gunpowder as aforesaid, in a greater quantity and v.·ith
out being enveloped as aforesaid, except the same be con
veyed in a closely covered carriage, shall forfeit and !)ay 

'Penalty for ?0 t a sum not more than fifty dollars nor less than • ten dol-
so transporLID"', <l f d · h f • ·• 

b lars1 to be sue or and recovere wit costs o smt, m 
the manner and for the uses and purposes aforesaid. 

SEc'r. 4. And be it further enacted, That no person 
shall at .my time transport or carry f1 om town to town :~:11

ied~t be or from p\ace to place any gunpowder for the purpose of 
peddling, or selling it by retail, on penalty that the own
er or owners, or person or persons selling it, or offering 

renalty da- it for sale, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five 
gamst pe - cl 11 l h d ll " h l f dliug. o ars nor ess t an one o ar rnr eac cas { o gun pow• 

der so transported or carried and sold or offered for sale, 
to be recovered with co~ts of suit ancl applied to the same 
uses ~nd purposes as herein before directed. 

Sr:cT. 5, Jbul bP, it further enacted, That if any person 
or persons shall sell or offer for sale by retail any gun

Shall not b:- powder in any highway~ or in any street, lane, or alley, 
~old by rtetatil or on any wharf, or on any parade or common, such per-
1n any s rec , fr d. h 11 " r.. l t· h d &c. son so o ien mg s a 1or1e1t anc pay or eac an every 

' offence a sum not more than five dollars nor less than 
one_ dollar, to be recovered and applied as aforesaid. 

SECT, 6. An,l be: it fitrthe.r enacted, That if any person 
or persons shall within this State, in the night time be
tween sunsetting and sunrising, sell or offer to sell by re

u~r in the night tail, or deal out any gunpowder, such person so offending 
time. shall forfeit and pay for each and every such offence a 

sum not more than five dollars nor less than one dollar, 
to be recovered and applied as aforesaid. 

SECT, 7. /lnd be it further enacted, That all prosecu
Limitati~n of tions for offences against this act shall be commenced 
prosecutions. within three months after the offence shall have been 

Passed July 
~, 1825. 

committed, and not afterwards. 
Approved July 2, 1825. 

CHAPTER LXII. 
.!lN ACT to alter the names of sundry persons therein • 

mentioned. 

WHEREAS certain persons have petitioned the legislature 
to alter their names, and their request appearing rea
sonable; Therefore, 

BE it enacted by the Smate ancl Flousc of Representa
tives 1'.n Genc,:al C.mrt convened, That Elis Leathers of 
Barnstead, shall here.after be called and known by the 
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JJ[ay Session, 18:32, 801 

shnll not ho construed to npply or extend to any vessel ar. Limita.tion o 
riving or coming from any foreign port, or pince, or from former act. 
any port or pluco in the United Stutes, south of the Copes of 
tho Dcluwure, which slmll hnve entered nny port or place in • 
the Unr~I States, north of tho said Capos of tho Delaware, 
where trl"'re nrc quurantino regulutions, nnd have been vis. 
ited by n health officer, 1·cccivcd u clcun bill of he a.Ith, und 
shnll have been permitted to go to tho wharves and unload 
thorent. 

Provided, such clean bill of henlth, or a certifictl copy Froviso1 
thereof, shall ho lcfl with the collector of the port within 
twenty.fom hours after the i,rrivul of such vessel. 

l\fAR'J'JN WELLES, 
Speaker of the Houso of Rcpresentntivos. 

TllADDEUS BE'J'TS, 
President of the Senate. 

May 31st, 1832-Approvecl. 
,TOHN S, PETERS 

CHAP. XXV. 

An Act rcgulaling the mode ot keeping ol 
Gun Powder. 

·s . , 
1 

BE -it enacted by tlte Senate aml Hause oj Rep- Order for re. 
Ee, , • • l 1.1 d • rcsc11tafn:es, 1n Genera Assemu y co1wc11c , moval ot i:-un-

'fhut hcrcnftel' it 5ihall be lnwful for the solcct-mcn of cnch ;>owder. 
and every town within this State, or n majority of them, hy 
their order, in Wl'iting, directed to the owuers or persons ha-
ving ch urge of the same, to cnuso to be removed to su111e 
safo und connmicnt pince within ~aid town, und within such 
time, as in said order mny be prescribed, nny quaiitity of g1111 
powder so deposited or kept, within tho limits of said town, 
as in the opinion o( said solcct.men,or a majority of them,may 
endanger the persons or dwellings of uny individuals what-
soever •. _Wlwrcupon it shall b?como the duty ?f ~ho pcr~ons Duty of per. 
thus not1hcd, to remo\'c the sn1d gun powder within the tune, !io11s notified. 
nnd to the place specified in snit! order, 

s,~c. 2, That in case the said gun powder shall not be re- A h . f 
cl • .1 .1 • I • 1. 1• 'I _, ut onty o mo,•c . pursuant to sn1u orue~, ~s 1s !cromue oro prescr1 ,cu, .,olccl-mcn to 

the smd select-men, or n ma.1or1ty of them, mny- remove 01· rumovo. ' 
cause the same to he removed to such pince within said town, 
as in the ii· opinion shall be clcemccl safe and con \'011icnt. 
And they shall hare and retain a. lien upon the said powder Lien. 
for all 11cccss1u·y expenses in removing nnd keeping the 
Ramc. 

Hee, 3. That those pe1·sons who mav hereafter wish to 
.j • 
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Jllay Sc.vs ion 1 1832. 

!'!Mo ofdopo11. deposit, or lccep, within the limits of uny town in this Stute, 
1le for gun. gunpowder in qunnlity exceeding fifty poundi:;1 muy require 

dpo\~·tlor,t 1
1•
0W tho slllcct-mcn of such town, Ol' n majority of them to dc-

0R1{l"n1t el , , 1• I • I , I 
s1g11oto t'OlllO Sil O IHI( COll\'Ontcnt p t\CO 101· t ,at pul'pose ; 
nllll it slrnll thereupon hccomc the duty of such sfflcctmen, 
or a rnnjority of them, in writing, to dosignnte und appoint 
n suit1tblc pl11ce withm their re8pcctivo townR, for such pur. 
pose; nt which plucc, thus <lesigmltocl, it shall be lnwful 
thenceforth to deposit ni1cl lrncp gunpowder according to tho 
true intent and mcn.ning of this Act, until the, 1,olecl-men of 
~mid town, or it majority of them, for the timo being, shall or. 
dcr tho same to bo removed pursuuut to the foregoing pro
\'isions of this Act. 

l'cnully. s~:c. ,1, That if nny person shn.11 violate tho provisions 
of thi11 net us hcrninlioforn specified, he shnll forfeit the 
snm of fifty dollars, one hnlf thereof to tho trcnAury of the 
town within which tho offence is ~ommitted, nnd tho other 
hnlf to tho jlOl'son who mny sue for und recover the sumo, 
in un uction of dubt. 

l'roviso. l'rouidcd, if nny pcrso1i shall consider liin1s1j)f aggrieved 

Hundred of 
l'tavee nnd 
'hoop!!, 

hy the doings of tho select.men, he mny petition the next 
county court, ,vhich may grnnt tho proper relief: 

1\IAil'l'lN W IU,LES, 
Speaker of tho llo11so of Roprnsciitntivcs, 

'l'HADDRUS BETTS, 
President ol' tho Senato; 

-:\luy 30th, 1832--~\pprovcd. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

An Ael in addition to an Act entitled " An Acl 
to regulate the Inr:ipection of Provisions." 

B E it c11acte,l by tl,c Senate an<l Ilm~s! of !leprescntatives. 
in General A,'iscmbly convened, I hat m all sales ol 

stn\'es or hoops which shull be made subsequently to the 
first day of July next, one hundred staves, nnd not the mun. 
bl:r of one hundred and twenty, and one hundred hoops, and 
not the number of one hundred nnd twenty, shn1l constitute 
the hundred of each of s11id articles ; and tho aliquot parts 
of n hundred shnll ho reckoned accordingly ; uny lil\v, usage 
or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 

MARTIN Wl<~LLES, 
Speaker of the Uouso of Representatives. 

THADDEUS BETTS, 
President of the Senate. 

May 31st, 1832-Approvcd. 
.JOHN S. PETERS. 
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THE PUBLIC 

LA "\VS 
OF THE 

STATE OF CONNEC11 ICUT, 
PASSED AT TIIE 

MAY .AND DECEMBER SESSIONS, 1836, 

AND TUE 

MAY SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1837. 

TOGETIIElt WITII TUE 

ERRATA FOR TIIE PUDLIC STATUTES, COMPILED IN' ONE VOLUl'IIE IN 1835. 

ALSO, 

SOME PUBLIC AC'rs, 

THAT ARE NOT INCLUUED IN SAID VOl,UMF.1. (OUT ARF. JNCJ,UIIY.D IN TIIE VOLUME . 
OF PRIVATE ACTS ATTACIIF.11 TO TIIF. CIIAR1' Y.RS 1' U WIIU:11 

0

Tllt: Y r,\RTICUl,Alll,Y RKFY.R,) 

• I • 
l'UPl.l'IIICll IIY Al'1'110111TY nr Tllr. IIE~•·n~I, A~•~IIDl,Y. (IIY ~ ~l'l!l' IAI, IIY.,nl,1"1'111:ol or ' . ' 

U,IU ,Ud~Mlll,Y1) l'Nl•kll 1'11Y. ltllltl Tlll:ol ANll •1 ·1•~111~•1 ~~l•t." IC 
' ' 

OY 1"H~ llt; tlUTAIIY Ot '1111: 11·1 • II(, 

11.\RTFORD I J>RI~TED BY JOI[~ L. BOSWELL. 

18 3 7. 
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ERRATA 

I N C O MP ILE D ST AT U T E S OF 1 8 3 5. 

[(r AcTs omitted nnd not included in the volume of 
public nct11 compiled in 1835-und which, with the 
crl'ala to said compilntion, were by a resolution passed 
Ly the Gcneml Assembly in 1830, directed to l,c pub
lished in this pamphlet, to wit: 

Tl'fLE XV.-CJIAPTER J. 

RE'nHb BTA.TUTEB 1821. 

An Act incorporating the Cities of Hartford, New Haven, 
New London, Norwich, nn<l J\lid<lletown. 

SECT, l. BE it enacted b!f tlw &nnlc and ]louse of 
Rcprc:wnlativcs in General Assembly cmtvcncd, That oil 
the inhubitnnts, being electors of the state, dwelling in 

Llmill of the the town of Hurtford, within the following limits, to wit~ 
city of Hart- beginning ut n pince called the Dutch ground, upon the 
'°rd• high land, on the bank of the great river, on the southerly 

sicl~ of said river, ns it n,>w' runs in the lot belonging to 
Thomas Seymour, Esq. nn<l from thence, u strnight line 
to the north-west corner of Joshua Ilcmpstcad's dwelling
house; thence a westerly line to the north-west corner 
of James Steele's dwelling-house; frC'm thence n north
westerly course to the south-west comer of Jumcs Shcp
nrcl's mnlt house ; from thence northerly, a strnight lino 
to tho upper mills, so cnlled, including saicl mills; thence 
northerly in n straight line to the northwest corner of 
Capt. John Olcott's dwelling-house, including suid house; 
nn<l from thence turning nnd running due mrnt, ti stroight 
course to Connecticut river: be, un<l the snme arc hereby 
ordained, constituted, and declared to be, from time to 
time, rind forever hereafter, one body politic and corpo
rate, in fact nnd in name, by tho name of "The Mayor, 
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104 CITIES. 

either of the aldermen of the city, provided they have 
been first sworn according to this net. And the person 

Ccnificoteto administering tho oath, prescribed by this act, shall give 
begiveu n certificate thereof, to tho person to whom he ndmin
ond recordoo. istered it, whir.h certificate shall be recorded in the 

records of such city, before the person to whom it is 
given, shall be capable of executing the office to which 
he is chosen. 

Power tomoko SECT, 20. There shall be n court of common council 
by-lows. of each city, to be composed of the mayor, aldermen, 

nnd common council, who, by a major vote, shall have 
power to make by-laws, relative to markets and com
merce, within the limits of said cities; relative to persons 
summoned to attend us jurors nt city courts, and neglecting 
to attend, or refusing to serve ; relative to the streets and 
highways of said cities ; relative to nuisances ; relative 
to the wharves, channels, anchoring nnd mooring of 
vessels ; relative to trees, pJnntecl for shade, ornament, 
convenience, or use, public or private, and to the fruit of 
such trees ; rclatiye to trespasses committed in gardens; 
relative to tho sweeping of chimnios ; relative to the 
forms of oaths to be 1aken by the trensurers of said 
cities, and the inspectors of produce brought to suid cities 
for snle or exportation; relative to the manner of warning 
meetings of said cities, nnd the courts of common council, 
nnd the times nnd places of holding them ; relative to 
the qualifications, in point of property, of tho mayor 
and aldermen; relative to the bonds to be given, by the 
sherifls cf said cities, for a faithful disG.harge of their 
duty; relative tot.he pcnnlties to be incurred by those, 
who, being chosen to any city office, shall, (not being 
excused by the city,) refuse to serve ; relative to a city 
watch ; relative to the burial of the dead ; relative to 
public lights and lamps ; relative to restraining horses, 
cuttle, sheep, swine, and geese, from going at large within 
the limits of said cities ; relative to the mode of taxqtion, 
nf:l to taxes levied by said cities ; relative to preserving 
said cities from exposure to fire ; nnd to prevent the fu
ture erection of uny building or buildings, in the most 
compact nnd populous parts of said cities, or the altera
tion, or appropriation of nny huildin~s nlrendy erected, 
to be used for baker's shops, hlacksn11th's shops, hatter's 
shops, or talJow-chandler's shops, or any other buildings, 
for those or similar purposes, which in the opinion of 
the common council of said cities, respectively, shall 
more immediately expose said cities to injury, and 
destruction from fire. And the court of common council 
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of,cu~h. city, slmll h·o.vc J>O\~C~ ,to. _<lcsi~nntc nod assign 
the_limi~s to their said.cities, within winch no person or 
persons shall be permitted in future to erp~t, use, or 
occupy nny build mg _or buildings of the kind, or for the 
use mentioned in this nct,without license from the court of 
common council ; and. tQ make by-h1w~ relntive t.o. liccn-: 
sing and regulating cartrnen, or truckrnen, butchers, petty 
grocers, or hucksters, und common victuallers, under such 
~e~trictions and limitutions, us to them shall uppenr neces
tmry ; and relative to ruising and collecting a revenue, by 
duties and indirect taxes, within said cities ; relutive to. 
the assize of bread, crackers, and biscuits, and other 
mnnufoctories of flour, made und sold .within said cities;_ 
an<l for securing to .the inhabitunts of cities, nncl o.ther 
persons, the exercise of their' rights; in the use of the 
public squares, streets, and highways within said cities, 
free from obstruction and molestation ; for designating 
the place or places for military parades in or nem· said 
cities ; for laying out un<l regulating public squares nnd 
walks; for regulating military parndcs and rendezvous, 
,yithin tho limits of said cities ; nnd the rnnrching of 
military companies with music in the streets of said cities; 
for preventing and punishing trespasses on public buil<l
i~gs ; fo~ dcfinin~ tho powers ancl duties of th~ city 
watch, and carrymg them into effect; and relnt1vc to 
preserving tho health of the inhabitants of said cities; 
relative to prohibiting and regulating the bringing in, and 
~onveying out, or storing of gun-powder in . said cities; 
and to inflict penalties and forfeitures of goods and chat- To inflict pen. 
tels, for the IJrcnch of such hy-laws; which penalties nlties. 
and forfeitures, slmll be to the use of said cities respect-
ively, or to such person or persons, as tho by-laws shall 
direct, to be recovered by the treU$U\'Crs c,/ said cities, How recovoro.
for the use of the same, or by the persons to whom for- hlo. 
feitccJ, in an action on such by-law, brought to the city 
co1,1rt, in sui<l city where the offence is committed; in 
which action no appeal shall be allowed. Provided, that 
n·o penalty shall cxccecl tho sum of thirty-four dollars· Limit~tion or 
U!)d no forfeiture of goods and ~hnttels, shall exceed th~ ro~r~l~~r;c.~d 
v11lue of thirty-four dollars ; and provided, that such pen-
alties shall not exceed thirtr-four dollars, for a quantity 
of gun-powder not excecdmg twenty-five pounds, und 
for each and every further amount of twenty-five pounds, 
an. additional penalty not exceeding fifteen dollars. And 
nil penalties not exceeding seven dollars, muy be sued. 
for, before the mayor or aldermen of the city, in which 
the offence is committed; and the dt.Jendant shall have 

14 
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liberty to appeal, when judgment is rendered against him, 
to the next city court, to be holden in and for said city, 
in tho sumo manner as in other cases. Provided, thnt no 
by-luws shn.11 be made repugnant to the laws of the state; 
nnd thut nil by-luws made by tho court of common 
council, shall be approved by the cities, in legal meeting 

By.Jnwa to be assemblecJ, ond shall be published at least three weeks 
publiahed. successively, in some newspaper in, or nearest the cities 

where made, before the same shall be of any validity. 
And nil tho by-laws of said cities, shall, nt nny time, 

May be repeal- within six months after they ore made, be liable to be 
ed. repealed by the superior court, or supreme court of 

errors, in the county to which the city belongs, if, on 
hearing, they shall be judged to be unroasonublc or 
unjust. 

l\foyor, &c. to SECT 21 'fhc mnyor aldermen nnd common council 
lay out niter • • ' ' 
and e1

1
chnngJ of each city, shall have power to lay out new highways, 

highways. streets, and public wnlks for tho use of tho cities, or to 
niter those already laid out, and exchange highways for 
highways, or to sell highways for the purpose of purchas
ing other highways, toking the same measures, in nil 
respects, ns arc directed by law, in case of highways to 
be luid out by the selectmen, for tho use of their towns ; 
and the party aggrieved, by the laying out of such streets 
or highways, muy have the same remedy, by application 
to the county courts, as is by lnw provided, in cusc of 

Jnapectore of 
produce. 

Grnnts and 
leaser, 

highways lnid out by selectmen. 
SECT, 22. Bnch city shall hnve power to appoint 

inspectors of every kind of produce, of the United 
Stutes, brought to such city for sulc nnd exportation. 

s1w·1·. 23. All grants and lenses of any real estate 
belonging to either of said cities, signed by the mayor, 
nnd scnlecJ with tho city seal, oud approved by the city, 
in a legal meeting, and recorded in the town where the 
lands granted or lensed lie, shall be effectual to convey 
such estate. 

Vacancies in SECT. 24. \Vhenover the mnyor of either of said cities, 
office, how or any other officer cligib]e by the freemen, shall resign, 
■upplied. or be removed, by death or otherwise, another shall be 

elected in his pluce, and (if the appointment be annual) 
shn11 continue in office for the same time as the person 
whom he succeeds would have done, had ho not resigned, 
or been removed. 

Mayor &c. 10 SECT. 25. The mayor of each city, or in his absence, 
bem?11

1

erotorofthe senior alderman present, nt nny meeting of the city, 
:1ii~hg!~yod• or any court of common council, shall, ex of]icio, be mod
joum. erntor thereof. A meeting of the city may be adjourned, 
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York, which is or rnny be designated !Jy tho common council of 
tho cily of New-York, by resolution or ordinance ns the lamp 
district, to be collected according to lnw nnd npplied townrds the 
expense of lighting sue;h parts of tho city Inst mentioned; nnd 
nlso the further sum of one h11ndre1l and eighty-seven thousand Doflctency In 
0110 humlred nnd· seventy-five do Ila.rs, by tl\X on tho estates real ~4~•,1~. 
nnd personal of the freeholclers nncl inhnbitants of nnd Ritunted 1ss. ' 

within the said city nnd county, to be collected according to law 
nnd applied towards defraying tho deficiency iu tnxa.tion in saiil 
city nod county for the yenr one thousand eight h11111lred nnd for-
ty-eight. 

§ 2. 'fhis net shnll tnke effect immcdintely. 

Chap. 277. 
AN ACT au(hon'sin[J the board of supervisors of (Jolumbia comi

ty to purchase a piece of land. 

Passed April 7, 184!). 

Tlte People of tl1c State of New-rorl·, repi·escnted in Senate 
and .Assembly, do enact as follows : 

§ J. The hoard of supervisors of the county of Columhiu nre A lo~mft1 tio 
hereby authorised nnd cmpowernd to purclutse nn<l hold as n 11nrt imrc a,o • 

of tl10 county poor-house farm, n lot of lnnd containing some four 
or five ncres lying ncljncent to snid farm, nnd now owned by the 
heirs nt lnw of John l\lucy, dccenscd, nny law to the contrai·y 
notwithstnn<ling. 

§ 2. Thiil net sbnll tnkc effect immcdintely. 

<Jhap. 278. 
AN ACT to prevent the manufacture, use and sale of slung slwt, 

Pns~c<l April 7, 18,19. 

Tl1e People of the State of New-York, reyresented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

§ 1. Any person who slmll, within this stnte, horenfter mnnu- l'unhhmont 

focturo or cause to be mnnufacturc<l, or sell, or expose, or keep ~;'.'::tti~1;1 
for snlo or gift, or pnrt with nny instrument or wenpon of tho slung Al1ot: 

kind usually known as slung shot, 01· of nny similnr kinds shnll be 
linble to indictment for misdemeanor, nnd on conviction, shnll be 
punished by fino of not less thnn two hundred nml fifty, nor over 
fivo hundred llollims, or hy imprisonment in n county jnil for not 
less thnn six. ml)nths, nor over two years. 
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Indictment § 2, .Any person who elmtl, within this stnte, herenfter cnrry, 
for felony, or be found in tbe possession or, or use, or nttompt to use, as 

ngninst any other person, nny instrument or wenpon of tho kind 
usunlly known ns slung shot or of nny similnr kind, shall bo lin.blo 
to indictmont for felony, nnd on conviclion sbnll be punished by 
impl'isonmcnt in n stnte's prison for n term not less than one, nor 
more thnn five years. 

Chap. 279. 
AN ACT making an app,.opriation to tlie Buffalo llospital of 

the sisters of cliaritg. 

Pnsscd April 7, 18·!0, "three-fifths being present." 

Tl1e People of tlw State of New-Yori.·, 1·e1mscntcd in Senate 
ancl Assembly, do enact as follows: 

tl1P'0f:oo ~ 1. 'l'he sum of nine thousand ,1ollnrs is hereby npproprinted 
1 

"
0 

• to the nuffalo bospitnl of the sisters uf chnrity, to be pnid out of 
the general fund ns follows: five thousand dollars thereof on the 
first day of July, in the yenr one thousand eight hundred unil 
forty nine, nnd four thousand dollars thereof on the first dny of 
1\Inrch, in the yem one thousand eight humlred and fifty. 

Money to bo § 2. The treasurer shnll pny on the wnrrant of the comptroller 
paid. the sums nbove specified in the mnnner n111l for the purpose provi

ded by this net, to the ollicers of the snid, "Ilutfolo Hospital of 
the sisters of chnrity" to be expended nncl used as hereinafter 
provided, nnd snid o!Uccrs shall make n report under oath to the 

Jlow to be 
applied, 

legislntm·o showing the expenditure thereof. 
§ 3. The nbove mentioned sum of five thonsnnd dollnrs shnll be 

applied nnd expended by the sn.id " The Buffalo Hospitnl of tho 
sii;tcrs of chnrity,1' in finishing, enlarging, repairing nnd furnish
ing the buil<lings aml mnking the necessary and proper erections 
for the use of the said " The 13uffalo Hospital of the sisters of 
charity." 

Residue how § 4. The residue of said sum of nine tl1011snnd dollnrs hereby 
10 be used. approprintccl shall be used nnd npproprinted by the snid 

"Buffalo Hospital of the sistc1·s of' chni·ity," in supporting nn<l sus
tnining the Hospital institution e!ltablished nnd conducted by such 
corporation. 

§ 5, This act sbnll take e.ffcct immedintcly. 
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No. 3G.-AN ACT PROHIBITI~G THE MANUFACTURE, SALE 
AND U.SE OF SLUNG SHOT. 

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Verniont, as follows: 

SEc. 1. Any person who shall, within this State, hereafte'r 
manufacture, or cause to be manufactured, or sen, expose or 
keep for sale or gift, or part with any instrument or weapon of 
the kind usually known as slung shot, or of any similar kinds, 
-shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be 'punished 
therefor by a fine, not exceeding five hundred dollars nor less 
than two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county 
jail for a term not exceeding two years. ' 

SEc. 2. Any person -who shall, within this State, hereafter 
• carry, or be found in the possession of, use or attempt to usB, 
as against any ·other person, any instrument, or weapon, of the 
kind usually known as slmg shot, or of any similar kinds, shall 
be deemed. guilty of· felony, and be punished therefor by im
prisonment in the State prison for a term not exceeding five 
. . 
years. 

SEc. 3. This act shall take effect from its p~sage. 
Approved, November 12th, 1849. 

No. 37.- AN ACT FOR SURVEYING AND ASCERTAINING THE 
LINE BETWEEN THE TOWNS OF POWNAL AND STAMFORD. 

It is hereby enacted by tlte General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows: 

SEc. 1. Nathan H. Bottum of Shaftsbury, Harmon Can
field of Arlington, and John S. Pettibone of Manchester, in the 
county of Bennington, are hereby appoint-ed a conunittee to sur
vey, make, and establish the line between the towns of Pownal 
and Stamford, in said county, agreeably lo the charters of said 
towns: and they shall cause their doings to be recorded in the 
town clerk's office in each of said towns, within sixty days af
ter they shall have completed then· survey : and shall also pre
sent an account of their time and expenses, together with their 
claim for services, while employed in said service, to the se
lectmen of the said towns of Pownal and Stamford, who are 
authorized to audit the same, draw an order for one half of the 
amount on the treasurer of the town of Pownal, and the other 
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PUBLIC ACTS, 1027-No. 372. 

other purpose. Such persons shall bold office during the· term 
of their employment by the state highway department but 
the authority herein vested shall cease upon the terminntion 
of such employment. 1.,he persons so appointed slrnll by 
reason of such appointment be members of the department 
of public safety during the terms of such appointment but 
shall serve without pay as members thereof. 

Approved June 2, 1927. 

[No. 372.] 

AN ACT to regulate and license the selling, purchasing, pos
sessing and currying of certain firearms; to prohil>it the 
buying, selling or carrying of certain firearms without a 
license therefor; to prohibit the possession of certain 
weapons and ottncbments; to prohibit the pawning of cer
tain fl rearms; to prohibit the sale, offering for sale, or 
possession for the purpose of aale of written or printed 
matter containing any offer to sell or deliver certain fire• 
arms or devices within this state; to provide penalties for 
the violations of this net, and to repeal net numb'er t\Vo 
hundred seventy-four of the public nets of nineteen hundred 
eleven, being sections fifteen thousand two hundred thirty. 
six, fifteen thousand two hundred thirty-seven, fifteen thou
sand two hundred thirty-eight, fifteen thousand two hun
dred thh-ty-nine, fifteen tbonsnnd two lnmdred forty, flf. 
teen thousnnd two hundred forty-one, fifteen thousand two 
hundred forty-two, fifteen thousand two hundred forty. 
three, fifteen thousand two hundred forty-four, fifteen 
tbousnnd two hundred forty-th•e and fifteen thousand two 
hundred forty-six of the compiled Jaws of nineteen hundred 
fifteen; uct nuniber three hundred thirteen of the publf c 
acts of nineteen hundred twenty.five; and section sixteen 
of chapter one hundred sixty-two ~f the revised stntutes of 
eighteen hundred forty-six, being section fifteen thousand 
six lrnndred forty-one of the compiled laws of nineteen hun
c:Jred fifteen. 

The People of the State of Michigan, enact: 

SECTION 1. Tho word "pistol" as mmd in this act shn 11 words 
mean any flrenl'm, loaded or unloaded, thirty inches or Jess in denned. 
length. The . word "purchnser'' shnll mean nny perRon who 
recei\'es n piRtol from nnother by purchase, gift or lonn. The 
word "seller" shnll menn nny person who sells, furnishes, 
loans or gives n J,istol to another. 

SEc. 2. No person shall purchase a pistol as defined in License 
this act without first having obtained a license therefor as ~ii~~h°aso. 

887 
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prescribed herein. 'l'he commissioner or chief of police, 01• 

his duly authorized deputy, in ineorporntecl cities 01• in in
coi·pomted villages having nn orgnnized depnrtment of police, 
and the sheriff, or his ·nnthorized tlepnty, in parts of the re
spectfre counties not inclmled within incorpornted cities or 
villnges, nrc hereL,:y authorized to issue licenses to purchase 
pistols to npplicnnts residing within the respective territories 
herein mentioned. No such license shnJl he ~ranted to nny 
person except be lie nineteen yenrs of ngc or over, nnd hns 
resided in this stnte six months 01• mot•e, nn<l in no 
event shnll such u. license he issued to a person who hns been 
convicted of a felony or ndjudgecl insane in this state or else
where. Applicntions for snch licenses shall be signed l(y the 
applicant under onth upon forms pro\'ided by the commis-

Executecl sioner of public snfet,r. Liee11Res to pnrchnse pistols shnll 
In duplicate. be cxecutec} in dnplicnte upon forms provided by the com

missione1• of public safety nnd shnll be signed by the licensing 
authority. One copy of such license shnll be delivered to the 
npplicnnt ancl the duplicate of such license shnll .lie retnined 
by such licensing nuthority ns n pei·mnnent olficinl record for 
n period of six yenrs. Such license shnll he void unless used 
within ten dnys nfter the dnte of its issue. Any person who 
shnll sell to nnoth'?t' nny pistol ns defined in this net without 
complying with the requirements of this section shnll be 

Misde
meanor ; 
penalty. 

guilty of n misdemennor nnd upon conviction thereof shnll 
be punished by n tine of not more thnn one hundrecl dollurs 
01· imprisonment in the county .fnil not more thnn ninety dn,vs. 
01• both such fine and imprisonment in the tliscretion of the 
court. Such license shnll be signet} in ink by the holder • 
thereof in the presence of tho person selling, loaning or giving 
n pistol to such licensee nnd shnll thereupon be tnken up b'y 
such person, signed by him in ink nnd shnll be delivered or 
sent by registered mnil within fort.r-eight hours to the com
missioner of public snfcty. 'l'he seller shnll cet·tify upon snid 
license in the spnce provided therefo1• the nnmc of the person 
to whom such pistol wns delivered, the mnke, Bt,rle, cnlihre· 
and number of such pistol, nnll shnll fm•thcr certify thnt such 
purchnser signed his nnme on snicl license in the presence of 
the seller. 'l'he provisions of this section shall not npply to 
the purchnse of pistols fl'om wholesalers by dealers regnlnd,v 
engngecl in the business of selling pistols at retail, nol' to the 
snle, hnrte1· or exchnnge of pistols kept solely ns relics, sou
venirs or curios. 

unlnwrut to Sr~c. 3. It shall he nnlnwfnl within this stnfe to mnnu
~l~.~u~~~l~[~• factnre, selI, ofTe1· for snle, or possess nny mnchinc gnn 01' 
nrcal'ms, etc. firearm whkh cnn lie fired more thnn sixteen ti111c1-1 without 

reloncling, or nny muffler, Hilencei· or tfodce for dcndening or 
muffling the sound of a tlischnl'ge1l flrenrm, or nny homl> 01· 

homhHhell, or nny blnckjnck, Hhmg 1:d1ot, hill.Y, metnllic 
r cnnlty tor lrnnr.kle1-1, flllllllduh, 1-111111lhag 01• tiltulgt•ou. Any 11e1·1-1011 eon
vlolutlon, victed of a violntion of 1hiH 1-1cctio11 1-1hnll be guilty of a felon,,• 

mu] shnll he punishe«l hy n fine not exceeding one thommml 
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dollars or imprisonment in the stnte prison not more thnn f\\'e 
yenrs, or by both such Hne nnd imprisonment in the cliscre
tion of the court. 'l1he provisions of this section shnll not 
np11Iy, however, to nny pcl'son, ~rm or corporntion rnanufnc
t.uring flrem·ms, explosi\'es or munitions of wnr by virtue of 
nn,Y contrncts with nny department of thb gm·ernment of the 
United Stntes, or with nny foreign gorcrnmcmt, stnte, munici
pnlity 01· nny subclivisiou thereof. 

s,~c. 4. Any person who, with intent to use the Rl\llle un- Felony, 
lawfully ngninst the person of nnother, goes nrmcd with n ive~~ed. 
pistol or other flrenrm 01· clngger, dirk, rnzor, stiletto, or knife 
hndng n blncle o,·er three inches in length, or nny other cl1rn-
ge1·ous or dendly weapon or insh'mnent, i.;hnll he guilty of n Pennlty, 
felon,r nnd 011 con\'iction tl1ereof shnll lie punished by n fine 
not exceeding one thousnncl dollnrs or imprisonment in tJw 
stntc prison for not more thnn fl\'e :renrs, or by both such 
fine nnd imprisonment in the discretion of the court. 

880 

Sr~c. 5, No person shnll cnrry n dngger, clh·k, stiletto 01• Unlawful to 
other <1nngerons wenpon except hunting knires ndnpteil nnd ~!;fcr,etiic. 
carried ns snch, concenlell on or nhout his person, or whethet• 
concenlecl or otherwi1m in nny vehicle opernted or occupied 
b,,· him, Pxcept in hii-i dwelling hon~e or 11lncc of business or 
on other lnnd possc!sscd hy him. No person shnll c111·1•y n 
pistol concenled on or nhont his person, or, wlwthcr conccnl<'cl 
or otherwise, in nnJ· ,·chicle opernted or occupied h,\' him, 
except in his dwPlling- hot1Re oi• plnrc of lmsiness or on oth<'t' 
land possessed li',r hi 111, without n • license 1hcrcfor as herein 
provided. Any person yiolnting the provisions of this section 
shall be guilty of n felony nnd upon con\'iction thereof shnll 
he punished by n fine not exceeding one thousnncl dollnrs or 
imprisonment in tlw stnte prison for not more thnn five yenrs, 
or by both such flne nn<l imprisonment in the discretion of the 
court. • 

S1~c. G. The pl'osecuting nttorne,r, the commissioner or concealed 
chief of police nnd the commissioner of public snfety or their rr;:.fe~~g 
reSJlecth-e authorized deputies in incorporntecl cities or in board. 
incorpornt('d ,·illngcH Iun·ing nn orgnnized depnrtmcmt of 
police, nnd the 1wosecnting nttorne,r, the connnissioner of 
public snfety or their authorized deputies, 111ul the sheriff, 

. under-sheriff or chief deputy sheriff in pnrts of the rc~pecti\'e 
counties not inchHlccl within incorpornt:ed cities· or vi1Ingrn-1 
shn 11 constitute honrch1 (!Xclusivel,r authorized to issue license1-1 
to cnrr,r piRtols conrenlecl on the person to npplicnnts resicl
hig within the 1•esJu"!ct:ire 1e1·rit:orieR herein rncntioued. The 
c:ount.r clerk of c>nch _eonnt-,y shnll lie clerk of such lieem1ing 
honrds, whiPh honr,ls Hhn11 he known in lnw ns "'l'he Con-
C('nlecl " renpon Lire11si11g Honrd." No such license 1o em•ry To whom 
n pistol conr.enle11 on the JWl'fion shn 11 he 1,.trnnfe1] to 1111.)' per- ~~~~rgd, 
son exc·ept he Im 11inef r.m1 Jt.-1.ll'H of n:,.tt\ or m·e1· mul hns resilfocl 
i11 this sfnlc! six monf-ltH 01• m·er, nncl in 110 C!\'cnt: Hhnll s111'11 
lic-ensc! he h~s11e1l miJl'r-;s H np1w111·s thnf: ihc nppli1•n11t: 1111H 
goo,1 1·enson to fen1• h1,im·y to hiH pers011 or lll'Operty, or hns 
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other proper reasons, and that he is a suitable person to be 
so licensed, nnd in no event to a person who has b'een con• 
victed of a felony or adjudged insane in this state 01• else-

Chairman where. 'fhe prosecuting attorney shall be the cbnh-mnn of 
of boa

rd
• the said bom•d, which shall convene nt least once in each 

calendar month and nt such other times ns they shall be 
culled to convene by the chairman. Such licenses shall be 
issued only upon written application signed by the applicant 
and on his oath and upon forms provided by the co~nmissfone1· 
of public safety. Such licenses shall issue only with the ap-
1n·ovnl ~f a majority of said b'onrd and shall be executed in 
triplicate upon forms provided by the commissioner of public 
safety and shall be signed in the name of the concealed 
weapon licensing board by the county clerk and the seal of 
tlie circuit court affixed thereto. One copy of such license 
Hhnll be delivered to the applicant, the duplicate of said 
license slmll be retained b'y the county cle1·k as a permanent 
official record fo1• a period of six years, and the triplicate of 
such license sltnll be forwarded to the commissione1• of public 
safety who shall file and index licenses so received by him 
nnd keep the same as a pe1·manent official 1·ecord for a period 

Duration of Rix years. Each license sltall be issued fo1• a. definite period 
of llccnsc. of not more than one year, to be stated in the license, and no 

renewal of such license sliall be granted except upon the fl.ling 
of a new application. Every license issued hereunder shall 
bea1• the imprint of the right thumu' of the licensee, 01·, if 
that be not possible, of the left thumb 01· some othe1· flnge1· of 
such licensee. Such licensee shall carry such license upon llis 
person at all times when be may be cm•1•ying a pistol con
cealed upon Ms person and shall display such license upon 
the request of any pence officer. 

When llcunso SEC. 7. All licenses heretofore issued in this state per. 
to expire. 'tt' t • • t l l d } • mt mg a person o curry a pis o concea e upon us pet•son 

shall expire at midnight, December thirty-one, nineteen huu
ured twenty-seven. . 

When llcenso SEC, 8. The licensing board J1erein created by section six 
J'cvokcd, may revoke any license issued b'y it upon 1·eceiving a certificate 

of any magistrate showing that such licensee has been con
victed of violating any of the provisions of this net, or has 
been convicted of·a felony. Such license may also be revokc<l 
whenever in the judgment of said bom•d the reason for grant
ing such license shall have ceased to exist, or whenever said 
bom•d shall fei• nny reasonable cause determine said licensee 
to be nn unfit person to carry a pistol concealed upon his 
person. No such license shall Li'e revoked except upon written 
complaint nnd then only aftm• a hearing b'y said boa1·d, of 
which at least seven days' notice shall be given to the licensee 
eitJ1e1· by personal service 01· by 1•egistered mail to his Inst 
known address. The clerk of said licenaing board is hereby 
authorized to nclministei• nn oath to nny person testifying 
before such bonr<l at any snch hent•ing. 
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SEc. 0. On 01• before the first day of N ovemlJ'er, nineteen s11retrc; In
hundred twenty-seven, any person within this state who owns ~fc0a°~o0n'!i. 0 t 
or has in his posses~ion a pistol as defined in this net, shall, 
if he reside in an incorporated city or an inco1•poratecl vil-
lage having nn organized police depm•tment, present such 
weapon for safety inspection to the commissione1• or chief of 
police of such city or village; if such pm•son reside .in a pnrt 
of the county not included within the corporate limib1 of' 
such city or village he slmll so present such pistol for safety 
inspection to the sheriff of such county. An,v person owniug 
01• coming into possession of a pistol aftm· the first dny of 
November, nineteen hunrlrell twenty-seven, Rhnll forthwith · 
present such pistol fo1· safety inspection in the manner pro-
vided in this section. • A ce1·tiflcate of inspection shall the1·e• cc1'llttc11tc 
upon be issued in triJ>licate on a form providell by the com- Issued. 
missioner of public safety, contnining the name, nge, ndclress, 
desc1•iption and signature of the person presenting such 
pistol fo1• inspection, together with n full description thereof; 
the original of such certificnte shull be delivered to the re~is-
trant; the duplicate thereof shall lJ'e mailed to the commis-
sioner of public safety and filed ntul indexed by him nnd kept 
as. a permanent official record for n period of six yenrs, and 
the triplicate of such cei•tiflcnte shall be retained aml filed 
in the office of said shm·ifl', or commissionm• or chief of police, 
ns the case may be. The provisions of this section shun not 
apply to wholesale or 1•eh1il dealers in firearms or to collec-
tions of pistols kept solely for the purpose of clispJny, ns 
relics, souvenfrs, curios or antiques, nor to weapons l1erl'tofort• 
registered under the provisions of section eleven of net num-
ber three hundred thirteen of the public nets of nineteen lnm-
clre<l twenty-five. Any person who fuils to compl,v with the 
µrovision of this section shall be guilty of n misdemeanor 
and shall be punished· by a fine not exceeding one hundred 
clollars or imprisonment in the county jnil not exceeding 
ninety days, or by both such fine and imp1•isonment in the 
discretion of the court. 

SEC, 10. No pawnbroker shall accept n pistol in pawn. Pistol not 
Any person violating this section of this net shall be deemed ~~~Rtcd in 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upan conviction thereof shn 11 • 
be punished by n fine of not more than one hundred do11m•H 
01• imp1·iso11ment in the county jail for not more than ninety 
days or by both such fine and impriF1onment in the diseretion 
of the court. 

SEC. 11. No person shnll wilfnll,y niter, remove or ohlitcr• Alteration 
nte the name of the makm•, model, mannfnctln•m·'s number or Pfw~~~01 un
othe1• mark of identity of any pistol. Possession of nny snch 
firearm upon which the numh'ei· shall have been aHcrcd, re-
moved 01· obliterated, shall be presumptive evidence thnt snrh 
possessor has altered, removed 01· obliterated the same. Any 
person convicted under this section shnll be punished by 11 
ft,1e not to exceecl five hnmlrecl clo]lnt•s m· hy imp1·ir-mn11w11t: 
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PUBLIC ACTS, 1027-No. 372. 

in the state prison not to exceed hrn yenrs 01· by both snch 
fine nnd imprisonment in the discretion of the court. 

S1~c. 12. ~rhe pro\'isions of section two, three, five nnd nine 
shnll not nppl.r to nny 11cace ollice1• of the state or any snb- • 
division thereof who is regnlnrly e11111l0Jcd nnd pniil h'.Y the 
stnte or such snlulidsion, 01· to nny n1tm1her of the· nrmJ, 
nnvy or marine corps of the Unite1l Htates, or of orgnnizntions 
nnthorized by lnw to purchnse or 1·eceive wenpons from the 
United Stntes or from this stnte, nor to the nationnl gnnrtl or 
other duly nnthorizecl 111i1Hnry orgnnizntions when on duty 
or drill, nor to the memli'ers thereof in going to or returning 
from their cust.omnry places of m,;scmhl_y or prnctice, nor to n 
person licem:<!d to cnrry a pistol conccaletl upon his 11erso11 
is,mctl by nnother state, nor to the regnlnr nrnl ordinm·y 1rnns
portntion of pistols ns merehnmlise, 01· to llll)' person while 
cnrrying n pistol unloaded in a: wrnpper from the plnce ~f 
purchase to his home or pince of lmsiness 01-· to n plm·c of 
repnh· or lmck to l_tis home or pine(! of business, or in moving 
goods from 011c JJlnce of abode or business to nnothcr. 

S1~c. 13. \Vhen complnint shnll lie mnde on onth to nny 
mngistrntc nnthorizccl to issue wm·rnnts in criminnl cnscs 
thnt nny pistol or other wt.1npon or dm•ice mentioned in this 
net is mtlnwfull.r 11ossesslill or enrried ·by nny pe1·son, s11ch 
mngistrntc shnll, if he lie sntisf\pcl · thnt there is rensonnhle 
c•nuse 1o lleliern the mutters in i-mid colllplnint he true, issue 
his wnrrnnt directcll to nn.Y penc(! ofllcm', commnuding him .to 
f:enreh the pe1·son or plnce 1le1-1erihed in such complnint, nnd 
if such ph1tol, wenpon 01· dcYicc he .there found; to seize nnd 
hold the snmc ns c,·idence of n ,·iolntion of this net. 

S1~c. 14: All pistols, wenvons or clevict.1s cnrl'iecl or· j-,os• 
Fe!-l~ed co11tl'llry to this net are hm·eh,r <foclnred . forfeited to 
the state. 

S11c. H,. It shnll li'e unlawful in iwll or deli\'er within this 
stnte, 01• to olt'c!r 01· expose for t-;n]c, 01· to hn\'c in possession 
for the 1nn·11ose of snlc, m1y hook, 1m111phlet, -ch-cnlnr, mngn
zinc, ncws1mpe1· 01· other form of wriUen 011 printed ·mnttei• 
otreri11g to sell or lleli\'et•, 01• co11t11ining nn offer to sell or 
deliver to nn,r 1_1e1·Ho11 within this 1-1tnlc fl'olll nn.r·plncc without 
this state nn,r pistol or nn,r wcnpon or 1lc\'icc ll1"Utione:l in . 
section three hereof. '11he pro\'isionH of this section shall not 
nppl,r to snles of 01· offl~t•R to sell pistols n t wholmm le to per
sons regnlnrly engn~ecl in the lmsi11ess of i;;elling snch piHtoh1 
at whole~ale or r<!btil, nor to snlcR 01· ofl'ers to sell such pi1-1tols 
made 01· nnthorizecl hy 11w United States gorernment or nny 
de1mrhnent 01· ngenc,r thereof. • 

Sgc, Hi. ..:\11,r 1Hi1·Hn11 ,·iolnting tl11i p1·m·isio11s of sedio11 
fifh°!l!ll of 1hit-1 ad shall 1111 tll1lml<!1l ~nilt.r of n 111istlemt•a11or, 
nllll upon c11nvictio11 Hhn II 1Hi p1111ishe1l h,r n f11w not to r.x1•ep1l 
oue h11111hPd <lollnl'H or ·h,r imprhm111111•11t: it1 tlw 1·011111,r jail 
11ot lo 1ix1·t•ed nitwl,v 1111,rs, 01· h.,. hoth i-mch f11w ·11111l impl'i:,;1111-
mcml: i11 the cli1o1ertilio11 of the eonr1. 
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S1~c. 1.7. Act uumlier two ln11111rc<l se\'e11 I r•fom• of the Acts 
II

• t f' • I I I 1 I l •• t· flfl t·c111mlet1. )HI > IC ac S O Jillie een 111111 l'C( C e\'en, )Clllg HCC IOIIS een 
tho11sa11d two hm11h·ed thil't_r-six, flf'lec11 tho111-111n1l two l11m
<ll'cd thh-t,r-se,·e111 fifteen tho11sm11l two hmul1·ed thil'ty-l•ight, 
Jlfteeu thommncl two h1111d1'ed thirt.,r-11i11e, Jifteen tho111m111l two 
h1111d1·<.11l forty, 1lftce11 thomm11ll two hnmlretl forty-one, fifteen 
tho11s1111d two hu11dred forty-two, fifteen thonsa11d two hun
dred f01•ty-tJ11·ee, fifteen thommiul two lnmclrcd fort.r-fom·, 
flfteen thommnd two hum11·ed fort.y-flre mul flfkaen thousand 
two hnmlrcd forty-six of the compiled lnws of nineteen hun
dred fifteen; net 1rn111he1• three hnnclre<l thirteen of the public 
acts of 11i11etcen l111111lred twcut.r-flre; nnd section sixteen of 
chapter 011e h1uuhcd sixf:,r-two of the reriseu statutes . of 
eighteen h1111dred fo1·t,r-six, lieing Hect:ion fifteen thom111n1l six 
hund1·cd forty-one of the co111pilel1 lnws of 11htetee11 hundred 
fifteen, nre hcrehy repenlccl: ProlJ'iclctl, ho1cci:er, 'l'hnt nny Proviso. 
proceedings pernling un<lcr 1111,r of snid section8 herein re-
pealed shnll not he nffccte,1 hei·eh,r hnt 1du11l tic conclmlell in 
nccol'dnnce with the Jaw of such repcnled section or sections. 

S1~c. 18. 'l1his act is tleclarecl to he sc,·e1·11hle, nrnl should Saving 
1111y section hereof he he1·c11ftc1• declnred unconstitutionnl or clause. 
othcrwjse inrnlid, the J'l.'n111i11cler of the act shnll not t,'e nf-
fectc<l thereby. 

Ap(worcd June 2, 1027. 

[No. 373.] 

.AN ACT to amend section twcnti-fire of chnpte1• thirty of 
net muuher thrcu hundred fourteen of the puh'lic nets of 
nineteen hunch·e,l fifteen, entitled "An net to revise nnd 
eonsolillntc the stntutcs relating 1o the 01·gnnizntion and 
jnl'isdiction of the courts of this stnte; the powers nnd 
duties of such courts, mul of the judges and othm• officers 
thereof; tl,e forms of civil nctious·; the time within which 
civil nctions nncl proceedings mn.Y I.Jc })l'ought in snid courts; 
pleading, evidence, practice nnd procedure in civil nctio11s 
nnd proceedings in snicl com•ts; to provide remedies and 
pennlties for the violntion of em•tnin provisions of this net; 
nnd to repenl nil nets urnl parts of nets inconsistent with,· 
or contravening nny of the pro\'isions of this net," being 
section thirteen thousand two hundred flft,y-threc of the 
compiled Jaws of nineteen hundred fifteen, ns nmcnded by 
net 11nmbc1· two hundred forty-three of the public nets of 
nineteen hundred se\'cntccn, nnd to ndd n new section there
to 1'o stnnd ns section thirty-one. 

The PcoJ)lc of the fit a ta of .1llichiga.11, enact: 

893 

Smc·1·10N 1. Section twenty-five of ehnptc1• thirty of net Section 
nmnbcr three Jnmdrcd fom•tecn of tlic public nets of nineteen umcndcc1. 
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256 JANUARY SESSION, 1927-CHAPTER 1052. 

CHAPTER 1052. 

H 729 A AN ACT TO REGULATE THE POSSESSION OF FIREARMS. 
Approved 
April 22, 1927. 

Certain word■ 
and phrases, 
how construed: 

"I'istol." 

"Machine 
gun." 

"Firearm." 

"Pe non." 

"Licensing 
authoritlea." 

"Crime of 
violence." 

"Purchase," 

"Purchasing." 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

SEOTION 1. When used in this act the following 
words and phrases shall be construed as follows: 

''Pistol'' shall include any pistol or revolver, and 
any . shot gun, rifle or similar weapon with overall 
length less than twenty-six inches, but shall not include 
any pistol without a magazine or any pistol or revolver 
designed for the use of blank cartridges only. 

'' 11:achine gun'' shall include any weapon which 
shoots automatically and any weapon which shoots 
more than twelve shots semi-automatically without re
loading. 

''Firearm'' shall include any machine gun or pistol. 
'' Pers~n'' shall include firm, association or corpora

tion. 
"Licensing authorities" shall mean the board of po

lice comm.issioners of a city or town where such board 
has been instituted, the chief of police or superintend
ent of police of other cities and towns having a regular 
organized police force, and in towns where there is no 
chief of police or superintendent of police it shall mean 
the town clerk who may issue licenses upon the recom
mendation of the town sergeant; 

'' Crime of violence'' shall mean and include any of 
the following crimes or an attempt to commit any of 
the same, viz. : murder, manslaughter, rape, mayhem, 
assault or battery involving grave bodily injury, rob
bery, burglary, and breaking and entering. 

"Sell" shall include let or hire, give, lend and trans
fer, and the word "purchase" shall include hire, accept 
and borrow, and the expression "purchasing" shall be 
construed accordingly." 
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SEc. 2. If any person shall commit or attempt to 
commit a crime of violence when armed with or haYing 
available any firearm, he may in addition to the pun
ishment provided for such crime of violence be pun
ished as provided in this act. In the trial of n per
son for committing or. attempting to commit a crim!! 
of violence the fact that he was armed with or had 
available a pistol without license to carry the same, or 
was armed with or had available a machine gun, shall 
be prima fncie evidence of his intention to commit said 
crime of violence. 

SEc. 3. No person who has been convicted in thi3 
state or elsewhere of a crime of violence shall purchase, 
own, carry or have in his possession or under his con• 
trol any firearm. 

SEc. 4. No person shall, without a license therd
for, issued as provided in section six hereof, carry a 
pistol in any veh\cle or concealed on or about his per
son, except in his dwelling house or place of business 
or on land possessed by him, and no person shall manu
f actur~, sell, purchase or possess a machine gun except 
as otherwise provided in t.his act. 

SEo. 5. The provisions of section four shall not ap
ply to sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, the superintendent nnd 
members of the state police, prison or jaH wardens or 
their deputies, members of the city or town police force 
or other duly appointed law enforcement officers, nor to 
members of the army, navy or marine corps of the 
United States, or of the national guard, when on duty, 
or of organizations by law authorized to purchase or 
receive firearms from the United States or this state, 
nor to officers or employees of the United States 
authorized by law to carry a concealed firearm, nor to 
duly authorized military organizations when on duty, 
nor to the members thereof when at or going to or from 

Additional 
punishment 
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What to be 
prima facie 
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Intention to 
commit crimt> 
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Who to he 
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• their customary places of assembly, nor to the regu
lar and ordinary transportation of pistols as merchan
dise, nor to any person while carrying a pistol unloaded 
in a wrapper from the place of purchase to his home 
or place of business, or to a place of repair or back to 
his home or place of business, or in moving goods from 
· one place or abode or business to anoth.er. 

SEo. 6. The licensing authorities of any city or 
town shall upon application of any person having n 
bona fide residence or place of business within such 
city or town, or of any person having a bona fide resi
denee or place of business within the United States 
and a license to carry a pistol concealed upon his per
son issued by the authorities of any other state or sub
division of the United States, issue ~ license to such 
person to carry concealed upon his person a pistol 

, within this state for not more than one year from date 
of issue, if it appears that the app\icant has good 
reason to fear an injury to his person or property or 
has any other proper reason for carrying a pistol, and 

.: that he is a suitable pers9n to be so licensed. The 
license shall be in triplicate, in form to be prescribed 

•. by the attorney-general and shall bear the fingerprint, 
name, address, description and signature of the 
licensee fand the reason given for desiring a license. 
The. original thereof shall be delivered to the licensee, 
the duplicate shall within seven days be sent to the at
torney-general and the triplicate shall be preserved for 
six years by the licensing authorities issuing said 
license. A fee of two dollars mny be charged and shall 
be paid for each license, to the officer issuing the same. 
Before issuing any such permit the applicant for 
the same shall be required to give bond to the city 
or town treasurer in the penal sum of three hundred 
dollars, with surety satisfactory to the authority issu- . 
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ing such permit, to keep the peace and be of good 
behavior. Every such permit shall be valid for one 
year from the date when issued unless sooner revoked. 
The fee charged for the issuing of such license or per
mit shall be applied in accordance with i.11e provisions 

_ of section thirty-three of chapter 401 of the general 
laws. 

SEc. 7. The attorney-general may issue a permit 
to any banking institution doing business m this stattl 
or to any public carrier who is engaged in the business 
of transporting mail, money, securities or other valt1~ 
ables, to possess and use machine guns under such 
regulations as the attorney-general may prescribe. 

SEc. 8. It shall be unlawful within this state to 
manufacture, sell, purchase or possess except for mill• 
tary or police purposes, any muffler, silencer or device 

• for deadening or muffling the sound of a firearm when 
discharged. 

SEc. 9. Any person, except a member of the state 
police, the sheriff or his deputies, or a member of the 
police force of any city or town, or a member of the 
army, navy, or marine corps of the United States, or 
of the national guard or organized. reserves. when on 
duty, who possesses, or carries on or about bis person 
or in a vehicle, a bomb or bomb shell, except for blast
ing or other commercial use, or "~ho, with intent to use 
the same unlawfully against the person or property ·of 
another, possesses or carries any explosive substance, 
or any noxious liquid, gas or substance, shall be guilty 
of a . violation of this act and punished as hereinafter 
provided. 

• SEo. 10. No property right shall exist in ·any firearm 
unlawfully possessed, carried or used, and all such fire
arms are hereby declared to be nuisances and forfeited 
to the state. When such forfeited firearms shall be 
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taken from any person, they shall be surrendered to 
the chief or superintendent of police in the city or 
town in which they are taken, or to the town sergeant 
of such town where there is no chief of police or super
intendent. The officer to whom they are surrendered 
shall, except upon a certificate of a justice of the supe
rior court or the attorney-general that the non-destruc
tion thereof is necessary or proper to the ends of jus
tice, proceed to destroy all such firearms at stated in
tervals of not more than one year. Provided, howevtr, 
that if any such firearm shall be found to be the 
property of an innocent owner, it shall be returned to 
such owner if and when no longer needed for purpose:, 
of evidence. 

SEc. 11. No person shall in purchasing or other
wise securing delivery of a pistol or in applying for H 

license to carry the same, give false information or of- . 
fer false evidence of his identity. 

SEo. 12. No person shall change, alter, remove, or 
obliterate the name of the maker, model, manuf actur
turer's number, or other mark of identification on any 
firearm. Possession of any firearm upon which -any 
such mark shall have been changed, altered, removed, 
or obliterated, shall be prima facie evidence that the 
possessor has changed, altered, removed or obliteraterl 
the same. 

SEo. 13. This act shall vot apply to antique fire
arms unsuitable for use nor to collections of firearms 
as l}urios, souvenirs, or for educational, scientific or any
~imilar purposes without intent to use such firearms. 

SEO. 14. Any violation of any provision of this act 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than one thou
sand dollars or imprisonment for not more than five 
years, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
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SEO. 15. No negative allegation of any kind n~ed 
be averred or proved in any complaint under this act 
and the carrying or u.se of any firearm contrary to the 
provisions of this act shall be evidence that the posses
sion, carrying or use of any. such firearm is unlawful, 
but the respondent in any such case may show any fact 
that weuld render the possession, or use, or carrying 
of 5uch firearm lawful. 

SEc. 16. Every officer authorized to make an arrest 
may without complaint and warrant arrest any person 
who has in his possession any firearm whenever such 
officer has reasonable ground to suspect that such per
son possesses or is using or is carrying such firearm 
contrary to law. Any person so arrested may be de
tained a reasonable time, not exceeding twenty-four 
hours, for the purpose of making an investigation eon-• 
cerning such per_son, but no person so arrested shall be 
detained longer than twenty-four hours without com
plaint being made against him before some proper 
court or justice. If the officer making the arrest shall 
at any time within the -said twenty-four hon.rs satisfy 
himself that there is no ground for making u criminal 
complaint against such person, he shall thereupon be 
discharged from custody. 

SEc. 17. In the case of the conviction under this act 
of a person who is not a citize1;. of the United States, 
it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court in which 
such conviction is secured to certify the fact of such 
conviction to the proper officer of the United States 
government having supervision of the deportation of 
aliens. 

SEc. 18. The provisions and penalties prescribed in 
this act shall take the place of the provisions and pen
alties of sections thirty-two to thirty-five inclusive of 
chapter 401 of the general laws in so far as such pro-

Nerative 
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averred, etc, 
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April 22, 192'1. 
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visions and penalties of said sections of said chapter 
401 relate to the possession and carrying of air guns, 
pistols or firearms of any description, and upon the 
passage of this act said provisions and penalties of said 
sections in so far as they relate to air guns, pistols and 
firearms shall be repealed. 

SEo. 19. No offense committed, or forfeiture in
curred, under any law hereby amended and before the 
time when this act goes into effect, and ~o suit, prose
cution or indictment pending at the time when this act 
goes b•.tv effect, for any offence committed or for the 
recovery of any fine or penalty or forfeiture incurred 
under any law hereby amended, shall be affected by 
the passage of this act, but, proceedings relating to 
the same shall be taken and continued as if this act had 
not been passed. 

SEo. 20. This act shall take effect upon its passage 
and may he cited as the Firearms Act. 

CIIAPTER 1.053. 

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTION 17 OF CHAPTER 98 OF 
THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED ' 1 MOTOR VEHICLES AND 
THE OPERATION THEREOF." 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 
Section 1. Section 17 of chapter 98 of the general 

laws, entitled '' :Motor vehicles and the operation 
thereof," is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 17. Upon approaching any person standing 
or walking in the traveled portion of any public high
way, or a horse or any other draft animal being led, 
ridden or driven therein, or a crossing- of intersecting 
public highways, or a bridge, or a sharp turn, or a 
curve, or a steep descent, and also in passing such 
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650 

Punishment for. 
Provl8o. 
Jurisdiction. 

lilly 8, 193Z, 
[H. R. 8754.] 

[Public, No. 2'15.J 

72d CONGRESS. SESS. I. CHS. 464,465. JULY 8, 1932. 

States, for the purpose of having such communication delivered by 
the post-office establishment of such foreign countcy to the post-office 
establishment of the United States and by it delivered to such 
addressee in the United States, and as a result thereof such com
munication is delivered by the post-office establishment of such 
foreign country to the post-office establishment of the United States 
and by it delivered to the address to which it is directed in the 
United States, then such person shall be punished in the same manner 
and to the same extent as provided in section 1 of this Act : Provided, 
That any person violating this section may be prosecuted either in the 
district into which such letter or other communication was carried 
by the United States mail for delivery according to the direction 
thereon, or in which it was caused to be delivered by the United 
States mail to the person to whom it was addressed. 

Approved, July 8, 1932. 

[CHAPTER 465.) 
AN ACT 

To control the possession, sale, transfer, and use of pistole and other dangerous 
weapons in the District of Columbia., 1i0 provide penalties, to prescribe rules of 
evidence, and for other purposes. 

Unauthorized use, , • , 
etc.,ofplstolsandother Be it enacted by the Senate atrul, H<YUBe~ Representatives of the 
dangerous weapons In U it d St t f A • • O l d District of columbl8. n e a es o rnerwfIJ m ongress {1,88 e , 

Definitions. DEFINITIONS 

"Pistol." SECTION 1. "Pistol," as used in this Act, means any firearm with 
a barrel less than twelve inches in length. 

~~~.
8 "! 0 d•off shot- "Sawed-off shotgun," as used in this Act, means any shotgun with 

a barrel less than twenty inches in length. 
"Machine gun." 

" Person." 

"Machine gun," as used in this Act means any firearm which 
shoots automatically or semiautomaticahy more than twelve shots 
without reloading. 

"Person," as used in this Act, includes, individual, firm, association, 
'I 

or corporation. 
"Sell" and pm 

chase," etc. • " Sell " and " purchase " and the various derivatives of such words, 
as used in this Act, shall be construed to include letting on hire, 
giving, lendin~, borrowing, and otherwise transferring. 

"Crime of violence." " Crime of violence " as used in this Act, means any of the following 
crimes, or an attempt to commit any of the same, namely: Murder, 
manslaughter, rape, mayhem, maliciously disfiguring another, abduc
tion, kidnaping, burglary, housebreaking, larceny, any assault with 
intent to kill, commit rape, or robbery, assault witli a dangerous 
weapon, or assault with intent to commit any offense punishable by 
imprisonment in the penitentiary. 

COH:MI'rl'ING CRIME WHEN ARMED 

Committing crime of S 2 If h 11 't • f • I • h violence when snned. EO, • any person S a COIDllll 8 crime O VlO ence Ill t e 
Punlshmentror. District of Columbia when armed with or having readily available 

any pistol or other firearm, he ma:y, in addition to the punishment 
provided for the crime, be punished by imprisonment for a term of 
not more than five years; upon· a second conviction for a crime of 
violence so committed he may, in addition to the punishment pro
vided for the crime, be punished by im~risonment for a term of not 
more than ten years; upon a third conviction for a crime of violence 
so committed he may, in addition to the punishment provided for the 
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crime, be punished by- imprisonment for a. term of not more than 
fifteen years; upon a fourth or sub~uent conviction for a crime 0£ 

violence so committed he may, in addition to the punishment provided 
for the crimehbe punished by imprisonment for an additional period 
of not more \ an thirty years. 

651 

PERSONS FORBIDDEN TO POSSESS CERTAIN FIREABMS 
Persons forbidden t.o 

possess certain fire,. 
arms. 

SEc. 3. No person who has been convicted in the District of Colum
bia or elsewhere of a crime of violence shall own or have in his 
possession a pistol, within the District of Columbia. 

CARRTING CONCEALED WEAPONS 

Convicted or a crime. 

S 4 N h 11 • h' h D' t £ C l b' Illegally carrying, EO. • o person s a w1t m t e 1str1c o o um 1a carry etc.,de.ngerousweapon. 
concealed on or about his person, except in his dwellin~ house or place 
of business or on other land possessed by him, a pistol, without a 
license therefor issued as hereinafter provided, or any deadly or 
dangerous weapon. 

EXCEPnONS 
Exceptions. 

8 . . . . l Law enforcement of• 
EC. 5. The )'.!rovis1ons of the preceding section shall not app y to ftcers. 

marshals, shenffs, prison or jail wardens, or their deputies, policemen Arm N or Ma-
or other duly appointed law-enforcement officers, or to members of r1neclrps.

8
vy, 

the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United States or of the National Goard 
National Guard or Organized Reserves when on duty, or to the etc..onduty. ' 
regularly enrolled members of any organization duly authorized to Other organhattons. 

purchase or receive such weapons from the United States provided Carrying to places 01 
such members a.re at or are going to or from their places of assembly a.ssembty,etc. 
or target practice, or to officers or employees of the United States 
duly authorized to carry a concealed pistol, or to any _person engaged 
in the business of manufacturing, repairing1 or dealing in firearms, M&nuracmrer. et.o. 
or the a.gent or representative of any such person having in his 
possession, using, or carrying a pistol in the usual or ordinary course 
of such business or to any person while carrying a. pistol unloaded 
and in a secure wrapper from the place of purchase to his home or 
place of business or to a place of repair or back to his home or place 
of business or in moving goods from one place of abode or business to 
another . . 

ISSUE OF LICENSES TO CABBY 

- SEc. 6. The superintendent of police of the District of Columbia 
.mayi upon the application of any person having a bona fide residence 
or p ace of business-within the District of Columbia or of any _Eerson 
having a bona fide residence or place of business within the United 
States and a license to carry a pistol concealed upon his person issued 
by the lawful authorities of any State or subdivision of the·United 
States, issue a license to such person to carry a pistol within the 
District of Columbia for not more than one year from date of issue, 
if it appears that the applicant has good reason to fear injury to his 
person or property or has any other proper reason for carrying a. 
pistol and that he is a suitable person to be so licensed. The license 
shall be in duplicate in form to be prescribed by the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia and shall bear the name, address, descrip
tion, photograph, and signature of the licensee and the reason given 
for desiring a license. The original thereof shall be delivered to the 
licensee, and the duplicate shall be retained by the superintendent 
of police of the District of Columbia and preserved in his office for 
six years. 

Licensee, 
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SELLING TO MINORS AND OTHEBS 

0
~11ng to :m!Dors ar SEo. 7. No person shall within the District of Columbia sell any 

• pistol to a person who he has reasonable cause to believe is not of 
sound mind, or is a drug addict, or is a person who has been convicted 
in the District of Columbia or .elsewhere of a crime of violence or_, 
except when the relation of parent and child or guardian and wara. 
exists, is under the age of eighteen years. 

TRANSFERS REGULATED 

Time, etc., prov!- SEo. 8. No seller shall within the District o:f Columbia deliver 
slons. a pistol to the purchaser thereof until forty-eight hours shall have 

elapsed from the time of the application for the purchase thereof, 
tixcept in the case of sales to marshals, sheriffs, prison or jail wardens 
or their deputies, policemen, or other duly appointed law-enforce
ment officers, and, when delivered, said pistol shall be sec"Q.rely wrap
ped and shall be unloaded. At the titne of applying for the purchase 

Beglster t.o be kept. of a pistol the purchaser shall sign in duplicate and deliver to the 
seller a statement containing his full name, address, occupation, color, 
place of birth, the date and hour of application, the caliber, make,1 
model, and manufacturer's number of the pistol to be purchased. 
and a statement that he has never been convicted in the District of 
Columbia. or elsewhere of a crime of violence. The seller shall, within 
six hours after such application, sign and attach his address and 
deliver one copy to such person or persons as the superintendent of 
police of the District of Columbia may designate, and shall retain the 
other copy for six years. No machme gun, sawed-off shotgun, or 
blackjack shall be sold to any person other than the persons desig
nated in section 14 hereof as entitled to possess the same, and then 

Llmttatlon, 

Wholesale trade. 

Dealsra to be 
oaused. 

only after permission to make such sale has been obtained from the 
superintendent of police of the District of Columbia. This section 
shall not apply to sales at 'wholesa,le to licensed dealers. 

DEALERS TO BE LICENSED 

11• SEo. 9. No retail dealer shall within the District of Columbia sell 
or expose for sale or have in his possession with intent to sell, any 
pistol, machine gun, sawed-off sho~gun, or blackjack without being 
licensed as hereinafter provided. No wholesale dealer shall within 
the District of Columbia, sell, or have in his possession with intent 
to sell, to any _person other than a licensed dealer, any pistol, machine 
gun, sawed-off shotgun, or blackjack. 

DEALERS' LICENSES, BY WHOM GRANTED AND CONDITIONS THEREOF 

Oondltions, eto., for c:!.... 10 Th C • • f "th D' t • t £ C 1 b' • lssuingdealers'llcenses, 1v.l!iO, • e OIIlilllSS1oners o e 1s nc o o um 1a may, m 
Al'IU, P- 558• their discretion,. grant licenses and may prescribe the form thereof, 

effective for not more than one year from date of issue, perinitting 
the licensee to sell pistols, machine guns, sawed-off shotguns, and 
.blackjacks at retail within the District of Columbia subject to the 
following conditiollB in addition to those specified in section 9 hereof, 
for breach of any of which the license shall be subject to forfeiture 
and the licensee subject to punishment as :provided in this Act. 

1. The business shall be carried on only m the building designated 
in the license. 

2. The license or a copy thereof, certified by the issuing authority, 
shall be displayed on the premises where it can be easily read. 
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3. No pistol shall be sold (a) if the seller has reasonable cause to 
believe that the :purch~ser is n<;>t o_f sound mind. or .is a drug addict 
or has been convicted m the D1str1ct of Columbia or elsewhere of a. 
crime of violence or is under the age of eighteen years, and (b) 
unless the purchaser is personally known to the seller or shall present 
clear evidence of his identity. No machine gun, sawed-off shotgun, 
or blackjack shall be sold to any person other than the persons 
designated in section.14 hereof as entitled to possess the same, and 
then only after permission to make such sale has been obtained 
from the superintendent of police of the District of Columbia. 

4. A true record shall be made in a book kept for the purpose Records. 
the form of which may be prescribed by the Commissioners, of ail 
pistols, machine guns, and sawed-off shotguns in the possession of 
the licensee, which said record shall contain the date of purchase, the 
caliber, make, model, and manufacturer's number of the weapon, 
to which shall be added, when sold, the date of sale. 

5. A true record in duplicate shall be made of every pistol, 
machine gun, sawed-off shotgun, and blackjack sold, said record to 
be made in a book kept for the purpose, the form of which may be 
prescribed by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia and 
shall be personally signed by the purchaser and by the person effect
ing the sale, each in the presence of the other and shall contain the 
date of sale, the name, address, occupation, color, and place of birth 
of the purchaser, and, so far as applicable, the caliber, make, model, 
and manufacturer's number of the weapon, and a statement signed 
~y the purchaser that he has never been convicted in the District of 
Columbia or elsewhere of a crime of violence. One copy of said 
record shall, within seven days, be forwarded by mail to the superin
tendent of police of the District of Columbia and the other copy 
retained by the seller for six years. 

6. No pistol or imitation thereof or placard advertising the sale btfd1ap1a7, 
thereof shall be displayed in any part of said premises where it can en. 
readily be seen from the outside. No license to sell at retail shall 
be granted to anyone except as provided in this section. 

FALSE .INFORMATION FORBIDDEN 

658 

eta., for-

S 11 N h 11 • h • 'st 1 • 1 ' Falae lnformat!on or EO. • o person, s a , Jn pure asmg a p1 o or 1n app ymg evidence forbidden. 
for a license to carry the same, or in purchasing a machine gun, 
sawed-off shotgun, or blackjack within the District of Columbia, 
give false information or offer false evidence of his identity. 

ALTERATION OF IDENTIFYING MARKS PROHIBITED 

SEo. 12. No person shall within the District of Columbia change, 1dt~~~Win "=ar11:~ 
alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the maker, model, manu- prohibited. 

facturer's number, or other mark or identification on any pistol, 
machine gun, or sawed-off shotgun. Possession of any pistol, 
machine gun, or sawed-off shotgun upon which any such mark shall 
have been changed, altered, removed, or obliterated shall be prim& 
facie evidence that the :possessor has changed, altered

1 
removed, or 

obliterated the same within the District of Columbia: Pro'l)ided, t=:l'mental work. 
howe'l)er, That nothing contained in this section shall apply to any 
officer or agent of any of the departments of the United States or 
the District of Columbia engaged in experimental work. 

EXOEPTIONS 

SEO. 13. This Act shall not apply to toy or antique pistols unsuit- Toya, etc., excepted. 
able for use as firearms. 
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POSSESSION OF CERTAIN DANGEROUS WEAPONS 

Possession .of certain SEC. 14. No person shall within the District of Columbia possess any 
dangerous weapons for· 
bidden. machine gun, sawed-off shotgun, or any instrument.or weapon of the 

Prolliso. 
E:i:ceptlons. 

Punishment for vio
lations. 

kind commonly known as a blackjack, slung shot, sand club, sandbag, 
or metal knuckles, nor any instrument, attachment, or appliance for 
causing the firing of any firearm to be silent or intended to lessen or 
mufile the noise of the firing of any firearms: Provided however, 
That machine guns, or sawed-off shotguns, and blackja~:k may be 
possessed by the members of the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of 
the United States, the National Guard, or Organized Reserves when 
on duty, the Post Office Department or its employ~ when on duty, 
marshals, sheriffs, :prison or jail wardens, or their deputies, policemen, 
or other duly appomted law-enforcement officers, officers or employees 
of the United States duly authorized to carry such weapons, banking 
institutions, public carriers who are engaged in the business of trans
porting mail, money, securities, or other valuables, wholesale dealers 
and retail dealers licensed under section 10 of this .Act. 

PENALTIES 

SEc. 15. Any violation of any provision of this Act for which no 
penalty is specifically provided shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than $1,000 or imprisonment for not more than one year, or 
both. 

CONisTl'I'O'l'IONALITY 

Inv~lidity of any SEc. 16. If any 
11

art of this Act is for any reason declared void provision not to affect . . . . . • . • , 
remainder. such mvahd1ty sha 1 not affect the vahd1ty of the remammg portions 

Vol. 31, p. 1328, 
repealed. 

of this Act. 

CERTAIN ACTS REPEALED 

SEO. 17. The following sections of the Code of Law for the District 
0£ Columbia, 1919, namely, sections 855, 856, and 857, and all other 
Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

Approved, July ~ 1932. 

[CHAPTER 466.] 
JOINT RESOLUTION 

uf1~ ~e!~i:a.] Making hn iproprlation to provide transportation to their homes for veterans 
TPub. Res., No. 35.J of t e orld War temporarily qul!,rtered in the District of Columbia. 

. . 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the V nited 

World ";arveterans. States of America in OMtress assembled, That to enable the .Admin-
Appropnatton for, to , f "tT , A · h f 

provide tr!>D5portation 1s~rator o ~ eterans airs, upon t e request. o any hon<!rably 
tromDtstnctofColum• discharged veteran of the World War temporarily quartered m the bia to their homes. . . • • . , 

Post, P, 101• D1str1dt of Columbia, who 1s desirous of returning to his home, to 
provide such veteran with railroad transportation thereto prior to 
July 15, 193i, to~ether with travel subsistence at the rate of 75 cents 
per day, there 1s • hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 

Prolli8o. Treasury not otlierwise appropriated, the sum of $100,000: Provided, 
Credited as a loan. That all amounts expended under this appropriation in behalf of anr 

veteran shall constitute a l0an without interest which, if not repaid 
to the United States, shall be deducted from any amounts payable 
to such veteran on his adjusted-service certifica~e. 

Approved, July 8, 1932. 
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Passed March 30, 1933. 

Approved April 6, 1933. 

GEORGE WHITE, 
Governor. 

18g 

The sectional number herein is in conformity to the General Code. 
]OBN W, BRICKER, 

Allorney G,neral. 

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on 
the 10th day of April, A. D. 1933. 

File No. 63. 

(House Bill No. lGG) 

AN ACT 

GEORGES. MYERS, 
Secretary of State. 

To supplement section 12819 of the General Code by the enactment of 
supplemental sections 12819-8, 12819-4, 12819-U, 12819-6 and 
12819-7, relative to the sale and possession of machine guns, 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of IJhio: 

SECTION 1. That section 12819 of the General Cocl,? be supple
mented by the enactment of sections 12819-3, 12819-4, .:2819-5, 12819-6 
and 12819-7, to read as follows: 

Definitions. 

Sec. 12819-3. For the purpose of this act, a machine gun, a light 
machine gun or a sub-machine gun shall be defined as any firearm which 
shoots ·automatically, or any firearm which shoots more than eighteen 
shots semi-automatically without reloading. Automatically as above used 
means that class of firearms which, while the trigger on the firearm is held 
back continues to fire successive shots. Semi-automatically means that 
class of firearm which discharges one shot only each time the trigger is 
pulled, no manual reloading operation being necessary between shots. 

Machine gun permit; application; bond of applicant; exceptions. 

Sec. 12819-4. No person shall own, possess, transport, have cus
tody of or use a machine gun, light machine gun or sub-machine gun, un
less he first procures a permit therefor from and at the discretion of the 
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adjutant general of Ohio, who shall keep a complete record of each permit 
so issued. A separate permit shall be obtained for each gun so owned, 
possessed or used. The adjutant gene_ral rhall require each applicant for 
such permit to give an accurate description of such weapon, the name of 
the person from whom it was or is to be obtained, the name of the person 
or persons to have custody thereof and the place of residence of the 
applicant and the custodian. Before obtaining such permit each applicant 
~hall give bond to the state of Ohio, to be approved by th;! adjutant gen
eral in the sum of five thousand dollars, conditioned to save the public 
harmless by reason of any unlawful use of such weapon while under the 
control of such applicant or under the control of another with his consent; 
and any person injured by such improper use may have recourse on said 
bond. Provided, however, that this section shall not affect the right of 
the national guard of Ohio, sheriffs, regularly appointed police officers of 
incorporated cities and villages, regularly elected constables, wardens and 
guards of penitentiaries, jails, prisons, penal institutions or financial insti
tutions maintaining their own police force and such special officers as 
are now or may be hereafter authorized by law to possess and use such 
weapons when on duty. Any person who owns, possesses or has custody 
of a machine gun, light machine gun or sub-machine gun at the time 
when this section shall become effective, !Shall have thirty clays there
after in which to comply with the provisions of this section. 

Penalty for po11easion, transportation, etc., without permit, 

Sec. 12819-5. Whoever owns, possesses, transports or has custody 
of or uses a machine gun, light machine gun or sub-machine gun 
without a permit, as provided by section 12819-4 of the General Code, 
or whoever having such permit, uses or consents to the use by another of 
such weapon in an unlawful manner, shall be guilty of a felony and upon 
conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned in the penitentiary not less than 
one nor more than ten years. 

Requirements for sale, etc.; ponalty for violation. 

Sec. 12819-6. Whoever sells, barters or gives to another a mar.hine 
gun, light machine gun or sub-machine gun, shall first require exhibition 
of the permit provided by section 12819-4 of the General Code, and shall 
use the information contained in such permit to make a complete record 
of such transaction, containing the date of the permit and of the transfer 
together with the names of the parties thereto, which record shall be pre
served by such transferor for a period of five year',. Whoever violates 
this section shall, upon conviction, be imprisoned in the penitentiary not 
less than one or more than five years. This section shall not apply to 
the barter or sale of machine guns, light machine guns or suh-machine 
guns to those not required by section 12819-4 of the General Code to 
procure such permit. 

War trophies excepted. 

Sec. 12819-7. This act shall not apply to captured war trophies 
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which are kept for museum purposes and which are in unserviceable con
dition. 

FRANK CAVE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

CHARLES SA WYER, 
President of the Senate. 

Passed March 30, 1933. 

Approved April 8, 1933. 

GEORGE WHITE, 
Governor. 

The sectional numbers herein are in conformity to the General Code. 

]ORN W. BRICKER, 
Attorney General. 

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Colnmbus, Ohio, on 
the toth day of April, A. D. 1933. 

File No. 64. 

(House Bill No. 331) 

AN ACT 

GEORGE s. MYERS, 
Secretary of State. 

To amend section 2750 of the General Code, relative to the term of 
office of the county recorder and to adjust existing terms in 
arrordance with such amendment. 

Be it e11a.cted b)' the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 

SECTION I. That section 2750 of the General Code be amended to 
read as follows : 

County recorder, eleetion and term. 

Sec. 2750. ••• There shall be elected in each county, at the regu
lar election in ••• 1936, and ••• quadrennially thereafter, a county 
recorrler who shall assume office on the first Monday in January next 
after his election and who shall hold said office for a period of ••• 
four years. 

Repeal. 

SECTION 2. That existing section 2750 of the General Code be, and 
the same is hereby repealed. 
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available to pay claims on account of any check, the amount of which 
has been included in any balance so covered into the surplus fund. 

Advances for land SEC. 22. So much of the Act of August 18, 1894 (U.S.C., title 43, 
50ir.V.~ .. title 43, sec. sec. 863), as authorizes the Governors of the States therein named to 
863

• advance money from time to time for the survey of certain townships 
located within such States, which money shall be reimbursable, is 
hereby repealed. 

MoneysinU.S.court SEc. 23. Moneys in, or payable into, the registry of any United 
registries. • f h b d • d • ffi States coul't, in the discret10n o t e court, may e epos1te m o cial 

checking accounts with the Treasurer of the United States, subject 
to disbursement on order approved by the court. 

ai!i~~tltog~m':J!~; SEc. 24. The Comdptr:folle
1
1
1
• 9"ene~al of tdhe United States shal! c~use 

Comptroller General. a survey to be ma e o a rnactive an permanent appropr1at10ns 
and/or funds on the books of the Government and also funds in the 
official custody of officers and employees of the United States, in 
which the Government is financially concerned, for which no account-

Report to Congress. ing is rendered to the General Accounting Office; and he shall submit 
to the Congress ~nnu~ll:y, in a speci~l report, his r~co~1r1;endations 

. for such changes rn ex1stmg law relatmg thereto as, m his Judgment, 
may be in the public interest. 

Existing provisions SEC. 25. The provisions of this Act shall not be construed to alter 
not arrected. or amend any existing authorization for an appropriation. 

savingclause. SEC. 26. All Acts and/or parts of Acts inconsistent or in conflict 
with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed to the extent 
of such inconsistency or conflict. 

Short title. SEC. 27. The short title of this Act shall be the "Permanent 
Appropriation Repeal Act, 1934." 

Approved, June 26, 1934. 

[CHAPTER 757.] 
AN ACT 

June 26, 1934. 
[H.R. 9741.J To provide for the taxation of manufacturers, importers, and dealers in certain 

........,(P"'"u"'b=Iic-, '"'N,-o.-i47 .. 4 . .-J - firearms and machine guns, to tax the sale or other disposal of such weapons, 
and to restrict importation and regulate interstate transportation thereof. 

National Firearms 
Act. Limitation of terms 
for purposes of Act. 

"Firearm." 

"Machine gun.'' 

"Person.'· 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Oongress assembled, That for the pur
poses of this Act-

( a) The term " firearm " means a shotgun or rifle having a barrel 
of less than eighteen inches in length, or any other weapon, except 
a pistol or revolver, from which a shot is discharged by an explo
sive if such weapon is capable of being concealed on the person, or 
a machine gun, and includes a muffler or silencer for any firearm 
whether or not such firearm is included within the foregoing 
definition. 

(b) The term "machine gun " means any weapon which shoots, 
or is designed to shoot, automatically or semiautomatically, more 
than one shot, without manual reloading, by a single function of 
the trigger. 

(c) The term "person" includes a partnership, company, asso-
ciation, or corporation, as well as a natural person. • 

"Continental United (d) The term "continental United States " means the States of States." 
the United States and the District of Columbia. 

"Importer.'' 

''Manufacturer.'' 

( e) The term " importer" means any person who imports or 
brinRs firearms into the continental United States for sale. 

(fJ The term" manufacturer" means any person who is engaged 
within the continental United States in the manufacture of fire
arms, or who otherwise produces therein any firearm for sale or 
disposition. 
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(g) The term "dealer" means any person not a manufacturer "Dealer." 
or importer engaged within the continental United States in the 

1237 

business of selling firearms. The term " dealer " shall include Exceptions. 
wholesalers, pawnbrokers, and dealers in used firearms. 

(h) The term "interstate commerce" means transportation from "In~~rstate com• 
any State or Territory or District, or any insular possession of the merce. 
United States (includmg the Philippine Islands), to any other State 
or to the District of Columbia. 

(i) The term "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of "Commissioner." 
Internal Revenue. 

(j) The term" Secretary" means the Secretary of the Treasury. "Secretary." 
(k) The term "to transfer" or "transferred" shall include to .. ;;;rn~fer~~i~~fer" or 

sell, assign pledcre, leasei loan, give away, or otherwise dispose of. 
SEC. 2. (a) Within fifteen days after the effective date of this Regi5tration require

Act, or upon first engaging in business, and thereafter on or before ments. 
the 1st day of July of each year, every importer, manufacturer, and 
dealer in firearms shall register with the collector of internal revenue 
for each district in which such business is to be carried on his name 
or style, principal place of business, and places of business in such 
district, and pay a special tax at the following rates: Importers or Taxes. 
manufacturers, $500 a year; dealers, other than pawnbrokers, $200 
a year; pawnbrokers, $300 a year. Where the tax is payable on 
the 1st day of July in any year it shall be computed for one year; Fractional parts of 
where the tax is payable on any other day it shall be computed pro- year. 
portionately from the 1st day of the month in which the liability to 
the tax accrued to the 1st day of July following. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person required to register under Failure to register 
th • • f h' t' t • f d l • and pay tax unlawful. e provisions o t 1s sec ,ion o import, manu acture, or ea m 
firearms without having registered and paid the tax imposed by this 
section. 

SEc. 3. (a) There shall be levied, collected, and paid upon firearms Transrertax;stamps. 
transferred in the continental United States a tax at the rate of 
$200 for each firearm, such tax to be paid by the transferor, and to 
be represented by appropriate stamps to be provided by the Com-
missioner, with the approval of the Secretary; and the stamps herein 
provided shall be affixed to the order for such firearm, hereinafter 
provided for. The tax imposed by this section shall be in addition 
to any import duty imposed on such firearm. 

(b) All • ' f l (' 1 d' th 1 t' t • 1 Applicable adminis provisions o aw inc u mg ose re a 1ng o spec1a trative provisions or 
taxes, to the assessment, collection, remission, and refund of internal narcotic tax law to 

t t tl • • 1 t b'l't govern. revenue axes, o 1e engraving, issuance, sa e, accoun a 11 y, can-
celation, and distribution of tax-paid stamps provided for in the 
internal-r~venue laws, an9- to penalties) applicable with respect to 

44
;i\;_8

• p. 7 s5
; Vol. 

the taxes imposed by section 1 of the Act of December 17, 1914, as u.s.o., supp. vrr, 
amended (U.S.C., Supp. VII, title 26, secs. 104:0 and 1383), and all pp. 592

' 
644

' 

other provisions of the internal-revenue laws shall, insofar as not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this .A.ct, be applicable with 
respect to the taxes imposed by this Act. 

( c) Under such rules and regulations as the Commissioner with ~efund, if ror expor
the approval of the Secretary, may prescribe, and upon proof ~f the tation. 
exportation of any firearm to any foreign country ( whether exported 
as part of another article or not) with respect to which the transfer 
tax under this section has been paid by the manufacturer, the Com-
missioner shall refund to the manufacturer the amount of the tax so 
paid, or, if the manufachJrer waives all claim for the amount to be 
refunded, the refund shall be made to the exporter. 

SEc. 4. (a) It shall be unlawful· for any person to transfer a Unlawful transfers. 
firearm except in pursuance of a written order from the person 
seeking to obtain such article, on an application form issued in 
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Proviso. 
Identification. 
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blank in duplicate for that purpose by the Commissioner. Such 
order shall identify the applicant by such means of identification 
as may be prescribed by regulations under this Act: Provided, That, 
if the applicant is an individual, such identification shall include 
fingerprints and a photograph thereof. 

Preparation and dis- (b) The Commissioner, with the a1)proval of the Secretary, shall 
tribution offorms. 

cause suitable forms to be prepared for the. purposes above men-
tioned, and shall cause the same to be distributed to collectors of 
internal revenue. 

et!~e:;t~!ififc1;c~~kfii ( c) Every person so transferring a firearm· shall set forth in each 
orders. copy of such order the manufacturer's number or other mark iden

tifying such firearm, and shall forward a copy of such order to the 
Commissioner. The original thereof with stamps affixed, shall be 
returned to the applicant. 

Transferor to trans- '(d) No person shall transfer a firearm which has previously fer stamp-affixed order ' , . • . 
for each prior transfer. been transferred on or after the effective date of tlus Act, unlesa 

such person, in addition to com plying with subsection ( c) , transfers 
therewith the stamp-affixed order provided for in this section for 
each such prior transfer, in compliance with such regulations as 
may be prescribed under this Act for proof of payment of all 
taxes on such firearms . 

. ~otice to Commis- (e) If the transfer of a firearm is exempted from the provisions 
s10ner of transfers ex• f h" A ·d cl • t· -13 h f h t f • empted. o t 1s ct as prov1 e m sec 1011 ereo , t e person rans errmg 

such firearm shall notify the Commissioner of the name and address 
of the applicant, the number or other mark identifying such fire
arm, and the date of its transfer, and shall file with the Commis
sioner such documents in proof thereof as the Commissioner may 

Registered 
ers, et.c. 

import-
by regulations prescribe. 

(f) Importers, manufacturers, and dealers who have registered 
and paid the tax as provided for in section 2 (a) of this Act shall 
not be required to conform to the provisions of this section with 
respect to transactions in firearms with dealers or manufacturers if 
such dealers or manufacturers have registered and have paid such 
tax, but shall keep such records and make such reports regarding 
such transactions as may be prescribed by regulations under this 
Act. 

Poss~sorsof~earms SEC 5 (a) Within sixty days after the effective date of this Act to register with col- • • . . . 
Jector within eo days. every person possessmg a firearm shall register, with the collector 

of the district in which he resides, the number or other mark 
identifying such firearm, together with his name

1 
address, place 

where such firearm is usually kept, and place of busmess or employ
ment, and, if such person is other than a natural person, the name 

Pravi~•: . and home address of an executive officer thereof: Provided, That 
Acqu1S1t1ons after ef• l 11 b • d t • cl • • • h fective date need not no person s 1a e require o register un er this sect10n wit 

beregistered. respect to any firearm acquired after the effective date of, and in 
conformity with the provisions of, this Act. 

Prosecutions. (b) Whenever on trial for a violation of section 6 hereof the 
Presumption raised 

by possession. defendant is shown to have or to have had possession of such firearm 
at any time after such period of sixty days without having reo-istered 
as required by this section, such possession shall create a prestfmption 
that such firearm came into the possession of the defendant subse
quent to the effective date of this Act, but this presumption shall not 
be conclusive. 

Unlawtullyreceiving SEc. 6. It shall be unlawful for any person to receive or possess 
or possessing. any firearm which has at any time been transferred in violation of 

section 3 or 4 of this Act. 
Seizure ar::d forfei• SEc. 'i. ( a.) Any firearm which has at any time been transferred in 

ture. violation of the provisions of this Act shall be subject to seizure and 

A-102

Case: 23-55805, 11/21/2023, ID: 12827633, DktEntry: 14-2, Page 105 of 107



73d CONGRESS. SESS. II. CH. 757. JUNE 26, 1934. 1239 

forfeiture and (except as provided in sub£ection (b)) all the provi- Provisions or inter-. , . . . nal-revenue laws ex• 
sions of mternal-revenue laws relatmg to searches, seizures, and for- tended. 
feiture of unstamped articles are extended to and made to apply to 
the articles taxed under this Act, and the persons to whom tlus Act 
ap:P,lies. 

( b) In the case of the forfeiture of any firearm by reason of a vio- Sale, etc., forbidden. 

Iation of this Act : No notice of public sale shall be required; no such 
firearm shall be sold at public sale ; if such firearm is in the posses
sion of any officer of the United States except the Secretary, such 
officer shall deliver the firearm to the Secretary ; and the Secretary Disposition or. 

may order such firearm destroyed or may sell such firearm to any 
State, Territory, or possession (including the Philippine Islands), 
or political subdivision thereof, or the District of Columbi3:, or ~etain 
it for the use of the Treasury Department or transfer it without 
charge to any Executive department or independent establishment 
of the Government for use by it. 

SEC. 8. (a) Each manufacturer and importer of a firearm. shall 1dentificationmarks. 

identify it with a number or other identification mark approved by 
the Commissioner, such number or mark to be stampe-d or otherwis'e 
placed thereon in a manner approved by the Commissioner. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for anyone to obliterate, remove, change, ia2F1i~eration, etc., un• 

or alter such number or other identification mark. Whenever on 
trial for a violation of this subsection the defendant is shown to have 

t l l cl • f fi • h" h h be • Possession of, deemed or o 1ave 1a possess10n_ o any nmrm upon w ic sue num r or sufficient evidence for 
mark shall haV'e been obliterated, removed, changed, or altered, such conviction. 

possession shall be deemed sufficient evidence to authorize conviction, Exception. 
unless the defendant explains such possession to the satisfaction of 
the jury. 

S 9 I te Uf t • d d l I 11 I h Importers, manufac• EC. . mpor rs, man ac urers, an ea ers s 1a rnep sue turers etc. required to 
books and records and render such returns in relation to the trans- keep r'ecords. 
actions in firearms specified in this Act as the Commissioner, with 
the approval of the Secretary, may by regulations require. 

~Ee. 10. (a) No firearm _sh~ll be imp?rted or broug~1t !nt? ~he ;nRii~~~~1~
0

i~r i,\!!;i~ 
Umted States or any territory under its control or JUnschct10n undercontrolofUnited 
(including the Philippine Islands) 

1 
except that, under regulations st

ates. 

prescribed by the Secretary, any ttrearm may be so imported or 
brought in when (1) the purpose thereof is shown to be lawful and 
(2) such firearm is unique or of a type which cannot be obtained 
within the United States or such territory. 

(b) It shall be unlawful (1) fraudulently or lmowingly to import ¥~l~riii~{f~porta
or brino- any firearm into the United States or any territory under tions, possession, etc. 

its control or jurisdiction ( including the Philippine Islands), in 
violation of the provisions of this Act; or (2) knowingly to assist 
in so doing; or (3) to receive, conceal, buy, sell, or in any manner . Re~iving, conceal
facilitate the transportation, concealment, or sale of any such fire- mg, 

0 
c. 

arm after being imported or brought in, knowing the same to have 
been imported or brought in contrary to law. Whenever on trial Po~session_ deemed 

f • I • f h' t· th d £ l t • h to l t sufficient evidence for or a vio at10n o t lS sec ion e e enc an is s own 1ave or o conviction;exception. 
have had possession of such firearm, such possession shall be deemed 
sufficient evidence to authorize conviction unless the clef end ant 
explains such possession to the satisfaction of the jury. 

SEC. 11. It shall be unlawful for any per-son who is required to Transportation in in• 
• . d d . • 5 I f d l sh l h terstate commerce. register as provi e m sect10n 1ereo an w 10 al not ave so 

registered, or any other person who has not in his possession a 
stamp-affixed order as provided in section 4 hereof, to ship, carry, 
or deliver any firearm in interstate commerce. 
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Rules, etc., to be pre• SEC. 12. The Commissioner, with the approval of the Secretary, scribed. 
shall prescribe such rules and regulations as may be necessary for 
carrying the provisions of this Act into e:ff ect. 

viii~~!<;;t·:i;~f~l?,\~: SEc. 13: This Act shall not a.pply to the trans~er of firearms (1) 
to the Umted States Government, any State, Territory, or possession 
of the United States, or to any political subdivision thereof, or to 
the District of Columbia; (2) to any peace officer or anY.: Federal 
officer designated by regulations of the Commissioner ; ( 3) to the 
transfer of any firearm which is unserviceable and which 1s trans
ferred as a curiosity or ornament. 

Penalty provision. SEC. 14. Any person who violates or fails to comply with any of 
the requirements of this Act shall, upon conviction, be fined not more 
than $2,000 or be imprisoned for not more than five years, or both, 
in the discretion of the court. 

E:ecisetaxes. . SEC. 15. The taxes imposed by paragraph (a) of section 600 of the 
n!~~S:e~l?f08:: de- Revenue Act of 1926 (U.S.C., Supp. VII, title 26, sec. 1120) and 

Vol.44,p.9a;vo1. 41, by section 610 of the Revenue Act of 1932 (47 Stat. 169 264), shall 
p. 

264
' 1 fi l • l h 'd d 1- ' t· f u.s.c., Supp. vu, not app y to any rearm on w 11c 1 t e tax proVI e 'vY sec 1011 3 o 

P· 
604• this Act has been paid. 
Savingclause. SEc. 16. If any provision of this Act, or the application thereof 

to any person or circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder of the 
Act, and the application of such provision to other persons or cir
cumstances, shall not be affected thereby. 

Effective date. SEC. 17. This Act shall take effect on the thirtieth. day after the 
date of its enactment. 

mtationoftitle. SEC. 18. This Act may be cited as the" National Firearms Act." 
Approved, June 26, 1934. 

[CHAPTER 758.) 
AN ACT 

June 26, 1934. 
[H.R.9769.J To amend the Act of June 19, 1930 (46 Stat. 788), entitled" An Act providing 

____,,[P"°'u,.,..b"""llc-, N=-0.-,;47=5_..,.J - for the sale of the remainder of the coal and asphalt deposits in the segregated 
mineral land in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, Oklahoma, and for other 
purposes." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Chocta:V and Chick- United States of America in Oong1·ess assembled That the Act of 

as~~1~tt~mfkla. June 19, 1930 ( 46 Stat. 788), entitled "An Act i)roviding for the 
Sales of coal and ns- 1 f tl • d f tl 1 d l lt d 't • l phalt deposits author- sa e o 1e remam er o 1e coa an asp 1a epos1 s 1n t 1e segre-

1zed. gated mineral land in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, Okla
homa, and for other purposes ", is hereby amended so as to permit 
the Secretary of the Interior, in his discretion, to sell under the 
provisions of said Act the coal and asphalt depooits ref erred to 
therein in tracts of less than nine hundred and sixty acres where 
such smaller tract or acreage adjoins a developed tract on which 

Proviso. 
Leases. 

active mining operations are being conducted and is needed bf the 
operator in further developing the existing mine: Provided, That 
where the sale of such smaller tract or acreage is not deemed advis-
able, the Secretary of the Interior may in his discretion, lease said 
tract under the same terms and conditions as developed tracts are 

v~1. 47, p. 89. leased under the Act of April 21, 1932 ( 47 Stat. 88), with the excep-
re~~!~~~ w!f~J~0 tion that the minimum tonnage requirement contained therein is 

hereby waived as to leases on such small tracts. 
Approved, June 26, 1934. 
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