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DECLARATION OF CRIS ARGONZA 

I, Cris Argonza declare that if called and sworn to testify, I would state the 

following under oath which is of my own knowledge: 

1. I am over the age of 18 and am not a party to this action.

2. Between the dates of June 14, 2018 and December 20, 2019, I was employed by

the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department’s Central Property and Evidence Unit as an 

Evidence and Property Custodian III. I have been an Evidence and Property custodian for 

19 years.  I have been a Supervising Evidence and Property Custodian for the past 5 years. 

3. The Central Property and Evidence Unit (“CPE”) is located at 14201 Telegraph

Road, Whittier, California, 90604. 

4. My job duties included the handling, storage, documenting, retaining and

releasing property seized by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (“LASD”). In 

addition, I also supervised other Central Property and Evidence Custodians who performed 

the same or similar duties. 

5. On June 14, 2018, the Central Property and Evidence Unit was notified that

LASD detectives at the Palmdale Sheriff’s Station had seized more than four hundred 

firearms from a single prohibited person, and that the firearms were to be destroyed. 

6. Palmdale Station requested that CPE custodians to come to Palmdale and

retrieve the seized items. When CPE received notice from the station of the unusually large 

seizure, we did not have the time or the manpower to retrieve and process the weapons that 

day. CPE custodians notified the Palmdale Station that their staff would have to perform 

the initial process of verifying the weapons. 

7. It should be noted that in order to recover and transport weapons from a station,
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CPE custodians are required to have to weapons specialists trained in the handling of 

firearms, accompany them to the station and take control of the transport. Such specialists 

are not required for the handling of non-lethal property. 

8. When Palmdale Station completed the initial processing of the firearms and  

other seized property and entered that information into the evidence computer system 

known as PRELIMS (Property Evidence and Lab Information Management System), the 

CPE Unit was called to retrieve the evidence from Palmdale. A true and correct copy of 

the PRELIMS printout of the evidence from this seizure is attached hereto and 

incorporated by reference herein as Exhibit 14B. 

9. On July 25, 2018, Supervising Evidence and Property Custodian Regalado O.  

Javate (retired), along with Evidence and Property Custodians Manuel Nuyda, Romeo F. 

Uy, Jose Lingat, Jr. made the two-hour drive, each way, between Whittier to the Palmdale 

Station in two box trucks to retrieve the evidence. 

10.   Usually, when the CPE staff retrieves property from a station, it would be 

processed on site. However, due to the huge volume of firearms to process, in addition to 

our regular duties, the Evidence and Property Custodians were instructed the to verify and 

process the firearms at the warehouse in Whittier.  

11.   According to PRELIMS, Palmdale staff had entered several hundred seized  

items into the system including long-guns, handguns, ammunition, computer equipment, 

and miscellaneous accessories, which were retrieved and transported back to the CPE 

warehouse. 

12.   The evidence custodians took the two-hour drive back to the warehouse in  

Whittier. Once at the CPE warehouse, the employees at CPE unloaded the carts and boxes 
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from the box trucks into the sally-port area.  

13.   I am informed and believe based on the entries into PRELIMS, that CPE  

made two additional trips to the Palmdale Station to retrieve property from this seizure on 

August 16 and August 18, 2018. 

14.   CPE did not have the manpower to begin verifying the firearms until March 

18, 2019. There was no rush to process the firearms because they were slated to be 

destroyed. 

15.  The firearms were verified by reviewing the size, model, make and serial 

number serial numbers and other identifying information entered by Palmdale into the 

Automated Firearm System (“AFS”), comparing that information against the actual 

weapon, then reviewing AFS returns to verify than none of the weapons were stolen.  

 16.  The custodians at CPE processed nearly 1,000 pieces of evidence including 

nearly 500 firearms, computers, and ammunition as follows: Each item was counted. The 

weapons were cleared of ammunition and magazines. Even if cleared before, for safety 

reasons, each time a weapon is handled, it must be cleared of all ammunition and 

magazines. Bar codes which had been placed on the evidence at Palmdale were scanned 

one-by-one into the computer system where labels were generated. The handguns were 

placed into individual envelopes with the matching label secured to the envelope and 

sealed. The long guns were affixed with matching labels and placed into wheeled bins. As 

each banker’s box was full of handgun envelopes, and as each wheeled bin had a sufficient 

number of long guns, the guns were placed into the firearm vault – a locked vault within 

the secured property warehouse.  
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 17.  The movement of each weapons was entered into the PRELIMS computer 

system which is an internal Sheriff’s Department evidence tracking/chain of custody 

computer system. The identifying information for each firearm was also entered by CPE 

staff into JDIC (Justice Data Interface Controller) which is the computer system used by the 

Sheriff’s Department to interface with other local and national law enforcement agencies. 

18.  CPE staff would work on the firearms intermittently during lighter evidence 

receipt days. On average, CPE property and evidence personnel processed (placed data 

into the PRELIMS) at a rate of about 7 firearms per hour. 

19.  Overall, approximately 4-6 CPE warehouse personnel were involved in the 

movement of the evidence from the Palmdale Station to the CPE warehouse in July and 

August 2018. Another 4-6 personnel were involved in transferring the evidence back to the 

Palmdale Station in December 2019. 

20.  Approximately 3-5 staff members were involved in the processing, data entry, 

and storage of the evidence from the involved seizure. CPE did not calculate the number of 

hours spent by all staff who were involved in this endeavor, however there were many 

overtime hours incurred to assist with this volume of firearms. 

21.  I am informed and believe based on the PRELIMS entries, that the handguns 

were then transferred to the LASD Crime Lab for NIBIN (the National Integrated Ballistic 

Information Network), to review and record the ballistics in order to determine whether the 

guns were used in a crime, or to record the ballistics for future crime review.  

 22.    On December 11, 2019, CPE received a request to transport the firearms 

back to the Palmdale Station. On December 18, 2019, the staff loaded the firearms back 

onto the two box trucks. Four custodians made the two-hour drive back to the Palmdale 
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DECLARATION OF CATHERINE L. NAVETTA 

I, Catherine L. Navetta declare that if called as a witness, I would state the 

following under oath. 

1. I am over the age of 18 and am not a party to this action. 

2. I am employed by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD) as a 

Supervising Criminalist. I am assigned to the Firearms Identification Section of the LASD 

Scientific Services Bureau located at 1800 Paseo Rancho Castilla, Los Angeles, CA 

90032. 

3. I have been requested to provide this declaration regarding the Sheriff’s 

Department’s firearms testing of firearms seized from Manuel Fernandez under uniform 

report number 918-08710-2646-151. 

4. The LASD’s Firearms Identification Section is a participant in the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) National Integrated Ballistic 

Information Network (NIBIN). NIBIN maintains a database of fired cartridge case images. 

The purpose of the system is to discover whether the firearms tested have similar markings 

on the fired cartridge cases to those evidence cartridge case images in the database. This 

will assist in determining whether a firearm has been used in a crime or if two fired 

cartridge cases from different crime scenes were fired from the same firearm. The database 

is an instrumental tool in assisting to solve firearm related crimes throughout the country. 

5. The document attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein as Exhibit ____ 

is a true and correct copy of LASD Scientific Services Bureau’s Firearms Manual No. 4.1 

governing Firearm Examinations as of June 15, 2018. These were the procedures required  

A
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to be followed by all personnel when examining and testing a firearm. This is the policy 

which was in effect at the time of the testing of the firearms seized under report number 

918-08710-2646-151. These procedures have been updated, and therefore, this policy is 

marked “Archived.” 

6. The document attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein as Exhibit ___ 

is a true and correct copy of the LASD Scientific Services Bureau’s Firearms Manual No. 

4.3 governing NIBIN Methods and Procedures as of June 15, 2018. Again, this was the 

policy in effect at the time of the NIBIN testing in this case. The procedures have been 

updated and this policy has been archived. 

7.    According to the PRELIMS computer entries, the LASD record of evidence chain of 

custody, 98 of the firearms seized under uniform report number 918-08710-2646-151  

were transferred from the Central Property Unit to LASD Scientific Services for ballistics 

testing. A true and correct copy of the spreadsheet for the testing of these 98 firearms is 

attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein as Exhibit ___. 

8.   According to the data pulled from PRELIMS and NIBIN, the firearms tested under 

this report number were all tested by Deputy John Carter (#459493) on the dates listed in 

the chart. Eleven (11) of the ninety-eight (98) firearms were not fired due to prior 

malfunctions with the firearm. One (1) firearm was not fired because it was deemed 

unsuitable for NIBIN. 

9.   At the time of the testing of these weapons, it took Deputy John Carter took between 

30 minutes to one hour per firearm, totaling between 48 and 97 hours to complete 

//// 

B

C
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the ballistics testing of the firearms from this seizure. 

I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Execute this ____ day of March 2024 at Los Angeles, California. 

 

     ___________________________ 

     Catherine L. Navetta 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT’S

BUSINESS RECORDS DECLARATION

I, Anel Frederick, declare that if called and sworn, I could testif’ competently to the

following:

I am over the age of 18 and am not a party to this action.

I am employed by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department as an Administrative

Services Manager, II. I am assigned to the Pay, Leaves, and Records Unit, located at 211 W.

Temple Street, 5th Floor, Los Angeles, California 90012. I have been with the Los Angeles

County Sheriffs Department since May 1, 2006, and joined Pay, Leaves, and Records Unit in

April 2012.

My duties include overseeing and reviewing the Los Angeles County Sheriffs

Department employee’s payroll records to determine their leave time, benefits, and

compensation.

I am qualified to give this declaration.

These records are Sheriffs Department’s wage and hour records which are kept in the

ordinary course of business. The wage and hour information are input into the computer database

maintained by the Sheriffs Department at or near the time that an employee’s salary is first

entered or is updated. Employee wage and hour information can be accessed by entering the

employee’s name and six-digit employee number. When an employee’s salary changes,

Personnel Administration Bureau’s Personnel Processing Unit is provided with a form from the

employees’ supervising unit with the new salary information, which is then updated in the

database at or near the time of the salary change.
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Attached is a chart reflecting the salary and hourly wages for specific employees of the

Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department for the months of June and July 2018, and December

2019.

I declare that the information set forth in the attached chart is true and correct based upon

the Sheriffs Department’s database of employee wages and salaries.

Executed this 29 day of February 2024 at Los Angeles, California.

A el Frederick
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