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Amber A. Logan, CSB #166395 

Rina M. Mathevosian, CSB #251423 

Elise Hur, CSB #258291 

LOGAN MATHEVOSIAN & HUR, LLP 

Equitable Plaza, Suite 2740 

3435 Wilshire Boulevard 

Los Angeles, California 90010-1901 

(213) 365-2703

lmh@lmhfirm.com

amberlogan@lmhfirm.com 

Attorney for Defendants, County of Los Angeles 

Deputy John Roth and Deputy Wyatt Waldron 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

ANA PATRICIA FERNANDEZ, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY; et al., 

Defendants. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

CASE NO. 2:20-cv-9876-DMG-PD 

DEFENDANTS’ F.R.C.P. RULE 

26(a)(1) INITIAL DISCLOSURES 

Defendants County of Los Angeles, Deputy John Roth, and Deputy Wyatt 

Waldron, make these disclosures pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure Rule 

26 (a)(1) but do not waive any evidentiary objections, privileges, or protections 

available to them by virtue of such disclosure. Further, the defendants do not make 

any representations as to the relevance or admissibility of the disclosures. 
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Investigation and discovery are ongoing, and the defendants reserve the right to 

supplement the disclosures if it becomes necessary to do so. These disclosures do 

not preclude the defendants from calling witnesses and producing evidence not 

disclosed if said witnesses are called, and documents are produced, solely for 

purposes of impeachment. 

INITIAL DISCLOSURES 

(i) The name and, if known, the address and telephone number of each

individual likely to have discoverable information – along with the subject of that 

information – that the disclosing party may use to support its claims or defenses 

unless the use would be solely for impeachment. 

1. Chris Argonza (#505860), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department,

Central Property and Evidence, 14225 Telegraph Rd., Whittier, CA 90604, 

has knowledge of the storage and transfers of the seized property. 

2. Lt. Joshua Barton (#468952) Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department,

750 E. Avenue Q, Palmdale, CA; (661) 272-2400, has knowledge of the 

recording, storage, and transfers of the seized property. 

3. Susan O’Leary Brown (#547709), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s

Department, 750 E. Avenue Q, Palmdale, CA; (661) 272-2400, has 

knowledge of the recording, storage, and transfers of the seized property. 

4. Deputy Kyle Dingman (#602363), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s

Department, 750 E. Avenue Q, Palmdale, CA; (661) 272-2400, has 

knowledge of the execution of the search warrant and seizure of the 
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property. 

5. Sgt. Allen Dollens (408547) retired, has knowledge of the execution of the 

search warrant and seizure of the property. 

6. Lt. Brian Gillis, (#406821), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, has 

knowledge of the recording, storage, and transfers of the seized property. 

7. Sgt. Nathan Grimes (#468754), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

750 E. Avenue Q, Palmdale, CA; (661) 272-2400, has knowledge of the 

execution of the search warrant and seizure of the property. 

8. Deputy Murray Jacob (#513465), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 750 E. Avenue Q, Palmdale, CA, (661) 272-2400, has 

knowledge of the execution of the search warrant and seizure of the 

property. 

9. Deputy Aaron W. King (#288358), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-

1700, has knowledge of the personal property (Non-firearm and 

ammunition) seized. 

10. Sgt. Theodore Knott (#454251), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-

1700, has knowledge of the Execution of the search warrant and seizure of 

the property. 

///// 
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11. Sgt. Richard Leon (#424956), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

501 Lancaster Boulevard, Lancaster, CA 93550; (661) 948-8466, has 

knowledge of the execution of the search warrant and seizure of the 

property. 

12. Jose E. Lingat, Jr. (#520074), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

Central Property and Evidence, 14225 Telegraph Rd., Whittier, CA 90604, 

has knowledge of the storage and transfers of the seized property. 

13. Deputy Jonathan Livingston (#257888), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 501 Lancaster Boulevard, Lancaster, CA 93550; (661) 948-

8466, has knowledge of the execution of the search warrant and seizure of 

the property. 

14. Deputy Christopher May (#532344), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 750 E. Avenue Q, Palmdale, CA; (661) 272-2400, has 

knowledge of the execution of the search warrant and seizure of the 

property. 

15. Deputy Salvador Moreno, (#606047), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 750 E. Avenue Q, Palmdale, CA; (661) 272-2400, has 

knowledge of the recording, storage, and transfers of the seized property. 

16. Deputy Christopher Morris (#527190)), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-

1700, has knowledge of the execution of the search warrant and seizure of 

the property. 
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17. Sgt. Joshua Nemeth (#531796), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, has 

knowledge of the Execution of the search warrant and seizure of the 

property. 

18. Manuel Nuyda (#249202), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

Central Property and Evidence, 14225 Telegraph Rd., Whittier, CA 90604, 

has knowledge of the storage and transfers of the seized property. 

19. Deputy David Roach (#513432), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-

1700, has knowledge of the Execution of the search warrant and seizure of 

the property. 

20. Deputy John Roth (#514758), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

750 E. Avenue Q, Palmdale, CA; (661) 272-2400, is a defendant in this 

action and has knowledge of the execution of the search warrant and 

seizure of the property. 

21. Romeo F. Uy (#469509), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

Central Property and Evidence, 14225 Telegraph Rd., Whittier, CA 90604, 

has knowledge of the storage and transfers of the seized property. 

22. Deputy Cesar Vilanova (#546551), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-

1700, has knowledge of the execution of the search warrant and seizure of 

the property. 
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23. Sgt. Wyatt Waldron (#521031), Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 501 Lancaster Boulevard, Lancaster, CA 93550; (661) 948-

8466, is a defendant in this case and has knowledge of the execution of the 

search warrant and seizure of the property. 

(ii)   A copy – or a description by category and location – of all documents, 

electronically stored information, and all tangible things that the disclosing party 

has in its possession, custody or control and may use to support its claims or 

defenses unless the use would be solely for impeachment.  

1.  Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Incident Report by Deputy 

Dingman dated June 14, 2018. These documents are in the possession of the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 

90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 

Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 2.  Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Property and Evidence 

Pages dated June 14, 2018. These documents are in the possession of the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 

90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 

Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 3.  Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Supplemental Report by 

Deputy Roth dated June 20, 2018. These documents are in the possession of the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 

90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 
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Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 4.  Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Supplemental Report by 

Deputy Roth dated July 18, 2018. These documents are in the possession of the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 

90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 

Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 5.  Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Supplemental Report by 

Susan O’Leary Brown dated August 9, 2018. These documents are in the possession 

of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los 

Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & 

Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 6.  Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Supplemental Report by 

Det. King dated September 19, 2018. These documents are in the possession of the 

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, 

CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 

3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 7.  State of California, County of Los Angeles Search Warrant (signed by 

Judge Lisa Mangay Chung) and Affidavit (signed by Deputy Wyatt Waldron) dated 

June 13, 2018. These documents are in the possession of the Los Angeles County 

Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-

1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire 

Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 
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 8.  Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Chain of Custody Report  

(PRELIMS) – multiple dates. These documents are in the possession of the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 

90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 

Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 9.  Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Evidence Transfer Report 

dated December 19, 2012. These documents are in the possession of the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 

90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 

Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 10.  Firearm Entry Forms dated June 14, 2018 (multiple authors). These  

documents are in the possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm 

of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los 

Angeles, CA 90010. 

 11.  CLETS information accompanying Firearm Entry Forms, dated June 

14, 2018 (generated electronically). These documents are in the possession of the 

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, 

CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 

3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 12.  Los Angeles County Superior Court Probable Cause Declaration signed 

by Deputy Dingman, dated June 14, 2018. These documents are in the possession of 
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the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los 

Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & 

Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 13.  Video of service of search warrant at 34965 Sweetwater, Agua Dulce, 

CA. These documents are in the possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and 

the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 

2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 14.  Video of search warrant paperwork at 34965 Sweetwater, Agua Dulce, 

CA. These documents are in the possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and 

the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 

2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 15.  Video of unsecured back door at 34965 Sweetwater, Agua Dulce, CA. 

These documents are in the possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and 

the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 

2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 16.  Video of rifles in the garage at 34965 Sweetwater, Agua Dulce, CA. 

These documents are in the possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and  
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the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 

2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 17.  Video of “outs” at 34965 Sweetwater, Agua Dulce, CA. These 

documents are in the possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm 

of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los 

Angeles, CA 90010. 

 18.  Photo of ammo in drawer #1 at 34965 Sweetwater, Agua Dulce, CA. 

These documents are in the possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and 

the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 

2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 19.  Photo of ammo in drawer #2 at 34965 Sweetwater, Agua Dulce, CA. 

These documents are in the possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and 

the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 

2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 20.  Photo of ammo in drawer #3 at 34965 Sweetwater, Agua Dulce, CA. 

These documents are in the possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and 

the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 

2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 
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 21.  Photo of guns safe. These documents are in the possession of the Los  

Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 

90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 

Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 22.  Photo of rifles. These documents are in the possession of the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 

90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 

Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 23.  Photo of guns safe. These documents are in the possession of the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 

90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 

Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 24. Photo of search warrant paperwork. These documents are in the 

possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, 

Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & 

Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

 25.  Video of 34710 Caprock Lane, Agua Dulce, CA. These documents are 

in the possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West 

Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan 

Mathevosian & Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 

90010. 

 //// 
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 26.  Photo of seized weapons and ammunition. These documents are in the 

possession of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 211 West Temple Street, 

Los Angeles, CA 90012, (213) 229-1700, and the law firm of Logan Mathevosian & 

Hur, LLP, 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

(iii)  A computation of each category of damages claimed by the disclosing 

party.  

 The disclosing parties are currently not claiming any damages. 

 (iv) Any insurance agreement under which an insurance business may be 

liable to satisfy all or part of a possible judgment. 

 These defendants are aware of no such insurance agreements. 

 

DATED: January 6, 2023  LOGAN MATHEVOSIAN & HUR, LLP 

 

 

 

     By:______________________ 

         AMBER A. LOGAN 

         Attorney for Defendants, 

    County of Los Angeles, Deputy Roth 

    and Deputy Waldron 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 
  I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 
and not a party to the within action; my business address is: 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, 
Los Angeles, California 90010.    
 
 On January 6, 2023, I served the document described as: DEFENDANTS’ F.R.C.P. 
RULE 26(a)(1) INITIAL DISCLOSURES on the interested parties in this action by 
electronic notification as follows: 

 
C.D. Michel 

Anna M. Barvir 
Matthew D. Cubeiro 
Sean Anthony Brady 

MICHEL & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
180 E. Ocean Boulevard, Suite 200 

Long Beach, CA 90802 
Email Addresses: cmichel@michellawyers.com 

abarvir@michellawyers.com 
mcubeiro@michellawyers.com 

sbrady@michellawyers.com 
 

Attorneys for Plaintiff, Ana Patricia Fernandez 
 
 
[BY E-MAIL]  I caused the above-mentioned document to be served via electronic mail to the e-
mail addresses of the addressee(s) as indicated above. No electronic message or other indication 
that the transmission was unsuccessful was received. The electronic service address from which 
the document was served is lmh@lmhfirm.com.  
 
[FEDERAL]  I declare that I am employed in the office of a member of the bar of this court at 
whose direction the service was made. 
 
 Executed this 6th day of January 2023 in Los Angeles, California. 
 
 

                                 
        PATRICIA GARCIA 
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Amber A. Logan, CSB #166395 
Logan Mathevosian & Hur LLP 
Equitable Plaza, Suite 2740 
3435 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2014 
(213)365-2703 
LMH@lmhfirm.com 
amberlogan@lmhfirm.com   
 
Attorney for Defendants,  
County of Los Angeles, John Roth, and Wyatt Waldron 
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
 

ANA PATRICIA FERNANDEZ,  
an individual, 

 
                    Plaintiff, 

 
v. 

 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY, et al., 

 
                    Defendants. 
 

 Case No.: 2:20-cv-09876 DMG (PDx) 
 
DEFENDANT COUNTY OF  
LOS ANGELES’ RESPONSE TO 
PLAINTIFF’S INTERROGATORIES, 
SET ONE 

 

PROPOUNDING PARTY: Plaintiff, Ana Patricia Fernandez 

RESPONDING PARTY:  Defendant, Los Angeles County 

SET NO:    One  

Defendant County of Los Angeles hereby responds to Plaintiff’s 

Interrogatories, set one, as follows: 

EXHIBIT I
000472

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 184 of 301   Page ID
#:12584



 
 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 
 

-2- 
 

It should be noted that the responding party has not completed investigation 

of the facts related to this case, has not fully completed discovery in this case and 

has not completed preparation for trial. All of the answers contained herein are 

based only upon such information and documents which are presently available to 

and specifically known to the respondent. It is anticipated that further discovery, 

independent investigation, legal research, and analysis will supply additional facts, 

add meaning to known facts, as well as establish entirely new factual conclusions 

and legal contentions, all of which may lead to substantial additions to, changes in, 

and variations from the contentions herein set forth. The following responses are 

given without prejudice to respondent’s right of any subsequently discovered facts. 

The respondent accordingly reserves the right to change any and all answers herein 

as additional facts are ascertained, analysis is made, legal research is completed, and 

contentions are made. The answers contained herein are made in a good faith effort 

to supply as much factual information and as much specification of legal contentions 

as is presently known but should in no way be to the prejudice of respondent in 

relation to further discovery, research, or analysis. Moreover, the responses do not 

constitute a waiver of any further objections, privileges, or defenses that are 

subsequently discovered. 

This responding party has made every effort to obtain the information 

necessary to respond to these interrogatories. These introductory comments shall 

apply to each, and every answer given herein and shall be incorporated by reference 

as though fully set forth in all of the interrogatory responses appearing on the 
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following pages. Finally, as some of these responses may have been ascertained by 

this responding party’s attorneys and investigators, this responding party may not 

have personal knowledge of the information from which these responses are 

derived. 

To the extent that any of these interrogatories call for responses which are 

protected by the attorney/client and/or attorney work product privileges, this 

responding party objects to said interrogatories on that basis. 

To the extent that any of these interrogatories call for responses which are of a 

confidential and proprietary nature as protected by the United States Constitution, 

the California Constitution, this party objects to said interrogatories on that basis. 

To the extent that any of the interrogatories call for responses which are 

protected by any additional privileges, this responding party objects to answering of 

said interrogatories on that basis. 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORIES 

Interrogatory No. 1 

 Describe, in reasonable detail, ANY policies, practices, or procedures adopted 

by the COUNTY for the seizure of firearms during a criminal investigation.  

 Response to Interrogatory No. 1: 

 In its response to the Plaintiff’s Request for Documents, this defendant will 

produce the policies of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department which are 

responsive to this interrogatory. (Bates Nos. 6209-6281). 
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Interrogatory No. 2 

 Describe, in reasonable detail, ANY training provided to COUNTY personnel 

CONCERNING the seizure of firearms during a criminal investigation. 

 Response to Interrogatory No. 2: 

 The deputies receive academy training, field training, on the job training, 

training in PRELIMS – the entry and chain of custody, as well as policy updates and 

directives regarding the seizure of firearms during a criminal investigation. 

Interrogatory No. 3 

Describe, in reasonable detail, ANY policies, practices, or procedures adopted 

by the COUNTY for the handling, storage, AND management of seized firearms 

while they are in the COUNTY’S custody. 

Response to Interrogatory No. 3: 

 In its response to the Plaintiff’s Request for Documents, this defendant will 

produce the policies of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department which are 

responsive to this interrogatory. (Bates Nos. 6209-6281). 

Interrogatory No. 4 

Identify by date, property owner, description of damage, estimated value of 

the loss, AND actions taken in response to ANY claim of damage done to seized 

firearms OR high-value property while in the COUNTY’S custody from January 1, 

2015, to the present. 

///// 
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Response to Interrogatory No. 4 

OBJECTION: This interrogatory is irrelevant to the subject matter of this 

litigation and is not reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of evidence 

supporting the Plaintiff’s claim that Deputy Roth and Deputy Waldron damaged the 

Plaintiff’s firearms during the seizure of said firearms. This interrogatory is also not 

reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of evidence of whether the County of 

Los Angeles charged an unreasonable fee for the return of firearms to the Plaintiff. 

As a further objection, this interrogatory is overly broad and unduly burdensome. 

No response will be given based on these objections.  

Interrogatory No. 5 

Describe, in reasonable detail, the conditions under which the FERNANDEZ 

FIREARMS were stored while they were in the COUNTY’S custody, including, but 

not limited to, the types of containers the firearms were stored in, the size of 

containers the firearms were stored in, the number of firearms stored in each 

container, AND temperature control.  

Response to Interrogatory No. 5: 

OBJECTION: This interrogatory is irrelevant to the subject matter of this 

litigation and is not reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of evidence 

supporting the Plaintiff’s claim that Deputy Roth and Deputy Waldron damaged the 

Plaintiff’s firearms during the seizure of said firearms. This interrogatory is also not 
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reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of evidence of whether the County of 

Los Angeles charged an unreasonable fee for the return of firearms to the Plaintiff. 

Without waiving any objection, while held at the Palmdale Sheriff’s Station, all 

guns were stored in the Palmdale Station’s Evidence locker. The long guns were 

stored in several bins. The number of long guns per bin was not counted. The 

handguns were stored in envelopes with one gun per envelope. The property and 

evidence room is maintained at room temperature. While at Central Property and 

Evidence (CPE), the guns were stored in the CPE firearms vault. Discovery is 

continuing with regard to the manner in which the firearms were stored at CPE. 

Interrogatory No. 6 

Identify by full name, job title, AND date of action(s) ANY COUNTY 

employee or contractor that participated in the seizure of the FERNANDEZ 

FIREARMS.  

Response to Interrogatory No. 6: 

Deputy Kyle Dingman (#602363); Sgt. Allen Dollens (408547); Sgt. Nathan 

Grimes (#468754); Deputy Murray Jacob (#513465), Deputy Aaron W. King 

(#288358); Sgt. Theodore Knott (#454251); Sgt. Richard Leon (#424956); Deputy 

Jonathan Livingston (#257888); Deputy Christopher May (#532344); Deputy 

Christopher Morris (#527190); Sgt. Joshua Nemeth (#531796); Deputy David 

Roach (#513432); Deputy John Roth (#514758); Deputy Cesar Vilanova (#546551); 

Sgt. Wyatt Waldron (#521031); Sgt. Eitner (#432022); Deputy Kevin Bowes 
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(#602442); Deputy Thompson (#600320), Deputy Mejia (#46248); Deputy Jason 

Ames (#478581), Deputy Jonathan Livingston (#527888), Deputy Jacob Winter 

(#622105), Deputy Jeffrey Grussing (#551802), Sgt. Allen Dollens (#408547). 

Interrogatory No. 7 

Identify by full name, job title, AND date of action(s), ANY COUNTY 

employee or contractor that was involved in the COUNTY’S processing of the 

FERNANDEZ FIREARMS after their seizure.  

Response to Interrogatory No. 7: 

OBJECTION: The term “processing” is vague, ambiguous, and undefined. 

Without waiving any objection, this defendant responds as follows: Sgt. Richard 

Leon (#424956); Sgt. Joshua Nemeth (#531796); Deputy David Roach (#513432); 

Deputy John Roth (#514758); Deputy Kevin Bowes (#602442); Deputy Salvador 

Moreno (#606047); Deputy Nicholas Saylor (#545759); Deputy Murray Jacob 

(#513465); Deputy Jason Ames (#478581); Deputy L. McGuire (#616613); Deputy 

D. Sanchez (#630110); Deputy D. Wosner (#610367); Deputy SMC (#629783); 

Deputy MLZ (#620308); Deputy M. Esconde (#629959). Susan O’Leary Brown 

(#547709), Law Enforcement Technician. Dates: June 14-30, various dates in July 

2018 including but not limited to July 25; various dates in August 2018 including 

but not limited to August 22, various dates in September 2018, including but not 

limited to September 3, 2018; various dates in December 2019, including but not 

limited to December 18 and 19, 2019. 
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Chris Argonza (#505860), Evidence and Property Custodian III; Jose E. 

Lingat, Jr. (#520074), Evidence and Property Custodian III; Romeo F. Uy 

(#469509), Evidence and Property Custodian III; Manuel Nyuda (#486743), 

Evidence and Property Custodian III; Regalado O. Javate (#249202), Supervising 

Evidence and Property Custodian; Dates: July 25, 2018, August 22, 2018, and 

December 18, 2019. 

Interrogatory No. 8 

Do you contend that the FERNANDEZ FIREARMS were released to 

FERNANDEZ’S agent from Carol Watson’s Orange Coast Auctions in substantially 

the same condition they were in when the COUNTY seized them from Manuel 

Fernandez?  

Response to Request No. 8: 

Yes. 

Interrogatory No. 9 

STATE ALL FACTS upon which you base your response to Interrogatory 

No. 9.  

Response to Request No. 9: 

In addition to other damage, at the time of the seizures, the firearms were 

maintained in hoarder-like conditions in the locations where the seizures occurred. 

The firearms were strewn haphazardly in closets, rooms, hot garages in the Antelope 

Valley, buried under trash, buried under debris, shoved into trash cans and other 
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receptacles. At the time of the seizure, many of the firearms were covered with 

packing grease and had items stuck to them rendering it impossible to detect serial 

numbers without removing the matter stuck to the weapons. The overwhelming 

majority of the long guns contains nicks, dings and other damages at the time of the 

seizure.  

Interrogatory No. 10 

Describe, in reasonable detail, how the COUNTY calculated the FIREARM 

STORAGE FEE.   

Response to Interrogatory No. 10: 

The County Board of Supervisors adopted the firearm storage fee in the year 

2005. 

Interrogatory No. 11 

Identify by full name, job title, AND last-known address, ANY PERSON 

involved in setting the dollar amount of the FIREARM STORAGE FEE and 

describe their role in that process. 

Response to Interrogatory No. 11: 

Discovery is continuing, this defendant is conducting a reasonable search to 

locate the person(s) who are responsive to this interrogatory and will supplement its 

response when that person is identified. 

///// 

EXHIBIT I
000480

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 192 of 301   Page ID
#:12592



 
 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 
 

-10- 
 

Interrogatory No. 12 

Describe, in reasonable detail, ANY costs actually incurred by the COUNTY 

in the seizure, storage, AND return of firearms seized by the COUNTY. 

Response to Interrogatory No. 12: 

Among other things, the County sustained costs in the man-hours necessary to 

gather the information necessary to obtain the search warrants, to draft the search 

warrants; to present the search warrants to judicial officers; to gather the search 

teams; to brief the search teams; serve the warrants; to retrieve the firearms; to 

render each firearm safe; to safely transport the firearms to the Palmdale station; to 

inventory the firearms; to prepare the incident reports and supplemental reports 

regarding the searches; to run safety checks of the firearms at the station; to prepare 

the Firearm Entry Forms containing the quantity, size, model, make and serial 

number of each firearm; to research firearms which were not identifiable either 

through DOJ or other experts; to enter the data into the Automated Firearm System 

(AFS); to review the returns on information from AFS; for supervisors to review the 

returns from AFS; to process the stolen firearms; to notify other agencies regarding 

the firearms which were stolen; to maintain the chain of custody of the firearms; to 

prepare property and evidence labels and affix them to each individual item seized; 

to enter the firearms in the PRELIMS system; for supervisors to verify the 

PRELIMS entries; to store the firearms at the Palmdale Station; to transport the 

firearms from the Palmdale Station to the Central Property and Evidence (CPE) 
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warehouse in Whittier; to store the firearms at (CPE); to process the firearms for 

return; to transport the semi-automatic pistols to the National Integrated Ballistic 

Information Network (NIBIN); to transport the firearms back to the Palmdale 

Station for release; to confirm the federal firearms dealer’s information; and to 

process and return the firearms.  

Interrogatory No. 13 

Describe, in reasonable detail, every step taken by the COUNTY, its 

employees, OR contractors when seizing, storing, AND returning the FERNANDEZ 

FIREARMS.  

Response to Interrogatory No. 13: 

Among other things, the County’s employees took the following steps to 

seize, store and return the Fernandez firearms: drafted the search warrants; presented 

the search warrants to judicial officers; assembled the search teams; briefed the 

search teams; served the warrants; to retrieved the firearms; rendered each firearm 

safe at the scene; requested assistance from Central Property and evidence while at 

the scene; safely loaded and transported the firearms to the Palmdale station; 

prepared the incident reports and supplemental reports regarding the searches; ran 

safety checks of the firearms at the station; prepared the Firearm Entry Forms 

containing the quantity, size, model, make and serial number of each firearm; sent 

emails and other inquiries to either DOJ or other firearm experts in order to research 

firearms which were not identifiable; removed packing grease, and other debris 
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stuck to certain weapons in order to locate serial numbers; entered the data into the 

Automated Firearm System (AFS) for each weapon; reviewed the returns on 

information from AFS; had supervisors also review the returns from AFS; enter the 

firearms into the PRELIMS system; prepare property and evidence labels and affix 

them to each individual item seized; arranged for supervisors to review and verify 

the PRELIM entries; processed the stolen firearms; notified other agencies regarding 

the firearms which were stolen;  maintained the chain of custody of the firearms; 

stored the firearms at the Palmdale Station; to transport the firearms from the 

Palmdale Station to the Central Property and Evidence (CPE) warehouse in 

Whittier; stored the firearms at (CPE); to processed the firearms for return; 

transported the semi-automatic pistols to the National Integrated Ballistic 

Information Network (NIBIN);  transported the firearms back to the Palmdale 

Station for release; confirmed the credentials of the federal firearms dealer’s 

information; processed the firearms in PRELIMS for return; and returned the 

firearms.  

Interrogatory No. 14 

Identify how many employee work hours it took to seize, store, and return the 

FERNANDEZ FIREARMS and identify ANY DOCUMENTS supporting that 

calculation. 

///// 

///// 

EXHIBIT I
000483

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 195 of 301   Page ID
#:12595



 
 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 
 

-13- 
 

Response to Interrogatory No. 14: 

This responding party is in the process of calculating the manhours take to 

seize, store, and return the FERNANDEZ FIREARMS, and has ordered the 

documents with supporting wage/hour information. The response to this 

interrogatory will be supplemented when that information is received. 

Interrogatory No. 15 

Provide a detailed accounting of ANY expenses actually incurred by the 

COUNTY in relation to the seizure, storage, and return of the FERNANDEZ 

FIREARMS. 

Response to Interrogatory No. 15: 

OBJECTION: The term “actual expenses” is vague, ambiguous, and 

undefined. Without waiving any objection, this responding party is in the process of 

calculating the manhours taken to seize, store, and return the FERNANDEZ 

FIREARMS, and has ordered the documents with supporting wage/hour 

information. The response to this interrogatory will be supplemented when that 

information is received. 

Interrogatory No. 16 

Provide a detailed accounting of ANY expenses actually incurred by the 

COUNTY in relation to the seizure, storage, and return of ANY seized firearms 

(except the FERNANDEZ FIREARMS) from January 1, 2015, to the present.  
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Response to Interrogatory No. 16: 

OBJECTION: This interrogatory is irrelevant to the subject matter of this 

litigation and is not reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of evidence 

supporting the Plaintiff’s claim that Deputy Roth and Deputy Waldron damaged the 

Plaintiff’s firearms during the seizure of said firearms. This interrogatory is also not 

reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of evidence of whether the County of 

Los Angeles charged an unreasonable fee for the return of firearms to the Plaintiff. 

As a further objection, this interrogatory is overly broad and unduly burdensome as 

it would require countless man hours for County employees to retrieve the 

information and to calculate expenses for seizures having nothing to do with this 

case. No response will be given based on these objections.  

Interrogatory No. 17 

Identify ANY change the COUNTY has made to the amount of the 

FIREARM STORAGE FEE since it was adopted in November 2005 and state the 

reason for that change. If the amount has not been changed since its adoption, please 

so state. 

Response to Interrogatory No. 17: 

This defendant is in the process of investigating the response to this 

interrogatory. Discovery is continuing. The information will be provided when 

received.  
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Interrogatory No. 18 

Identify by date and reason for the waiver ANY time the COUNTY has 

waived the FIREARM STORAGE FEE before returning seized firearms to a 

property owner.  

Response to Interrogatory No. 18 

OBJECTION:  This interrogatory is vague and overly broad in its subject 

matter request. The interrogatory is also vague as to time. As a further objection, 

this interrogatory is irrelevant to the subject matter of this litigation as is neither 

reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of relevant or admissible evidence 

regarding whether the firearms were damaged at the time of their seizure, nor 

whether the firearm fee as applied to the Plaintiff was reasonable under the Fourth 

Amendment. No response will be given based on these objections. 

 
DATED: August 28, 2023 LOGAN MATHEVOSIAN & HUR, LLP 
 
 
     By:                     

   AMBER A. LOGAN          
        Attorney for Defendant, 

   County of Los Angeles 
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Amber A. Logan, CSB #166395 
Logan Mathevosian & Hur LLP 
Equitable Plaza, Suite 2740 
3435 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2014 
(213)365-2703 
LMH@lmhfirm.com 
amberlogan@lmhfirm.com   
 
Attorney for Defendants,  
County of Los Angeles, John Roth, and Wyatt Waldron 
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
 

ANA PATRICIA FERNANDEZ,  
an individual, 

 
                    Plaintiff, 

 
v. 

 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY, et al., 

 
                    Defendants. 
 

 Case No.: 2:20-cv-09876 DMG (PDx) 
 
DEFENDANT COUNTY OF  
LOS ANGELES’ SUPPLEMENTAL 
RESPONSE TO PLAINTIFF’S 
INTERROGATORIES, SET ONE 

 

PROPOUNDING PARTY: Plaintiff, Ana Patricia Fernandez 

RESPONDING PARTY:  Defendant, Los Angeles County 

SET NO:    One, Supplemental 

Defendant County of Los Angeles hereby supplements its response to 

Plaintiff’s Interrogatories, set one, as follows: 
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It should be noted that the responding party has not completed investigation 

of the facts related to this case, has not fully completed discovery in this case and 

has not completed preparation for trial. All of the answers contained herein are 

based only upon such information and documents which are presently available to 

and specifically known to the respondent. It is anticipated that further discovery, 

independent investigation, legal research, and analysis will supply additional facts, 

add meaning to known facts, as well as establish entirely new factual conclusions 

and legal contentions, all of which may lead to substantial additions to, changes in, 

and variations from the contentions herein set forth. The following responses are 

given without prejudice to respondent’s right of any subsequently discovered facts. 

The respondent accordingly reserves the right to change any and all answers herein 

as additional facts are ascertained, analysis is made, legal research is completed, and 

contentions are made. The answers contained herein are made in a good faith effort 

to supply as much factual information and as much specification of legal contentions 

as is presently known but should in no way be to the prejudice of respondent in 

relation to further discovery, research, or analysis. Moreover, the responses do not 

constitute a waiver of any further objections, privileges, or defenses that are 

subsequently discovered. 

This responding party has made every effort to obtain the information 

necessary to respond to these interrogatories. These introductory comments shall 

apply to each, and every answer given herein and shall be incorporated by reference 

as though fully set forth in all of the interrogatory responses appearing on the 
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following pages. Finally, as some of these responses may have been ascertained by 

this responding party’s attorneys and investigators, this responding party may not 

have personal knowledge of the information from which these responses are 

derived. 

To the extent that any of these interrogatories call for responses which are 

protected by the attorney/client and/or attorney work product privileges, this 

responding party objects to said interrogatories on that basis. 

To the extent that any of these interrogatories call for responses which are of a 

confidential and proprietary nature as protected by the United States Constitution, 

the California Constitution, this party objects to said interrogatories on that basis. 

To the extent that any of the interrogatories call for responses which are 

protected by any additional privileges, this responding party objects to answering of 

said interrogatories on that basis. 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORIES  

Interrogatory No. 5 

Describe, in reasonable detail, the conditions under which the FERNANDEZ 

FIREARMS were stored while they were in the COUNTY’S custody, including, but 

not limited to, the types of containers the firearms were stored in, the size of 

containers the firearms were stored in, the number of firearms stored in each 

container, AND temperature control.  

/// 
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Supplemental Response to Interrogatory No. 5: 

At Central Property and Evidence (CPE), the guns were stored in the CPE 

firearms vault. While at The vault is kept at room temperature. 

Interrogatory No. 12 

Describe, in reasonable detail, ANY costs actually incurred by the COUNTY 

in the seizure, storage, AND return of firearms seized by the COUNTY. 

Supplemental Response to Interrogatory No. 12: 

On July 25, 2018, the guns were picked up from the Palmdale Station by the 

property and evidence custodians at Central Property and Evidence (CPE). When CPE 

received notice from the station of the unusually large seizure in June 2018, they did not 

have the time or the manpower to retrieve and process the weapons that day. On July 25, 

2018, four property and evidence custodians at CPE made the two-hour drive from 

Whittier to Palmdale in two box trucks to retrieve the evidence. Usually, evidence being 

received at a station would be processed on site, however, due to the huge volume of 

firearms to process, in addition to their regular duties, the supervisor instructed the CPE 

custodians to verify and process the firearms at the at the warehouse in Whittier. The long 

guns were placed in large, wheeled carts and firearms were placed into banker’s boxes, 

then loaded securely into the two box trucks. The CPE custodians then took the two-hour 

drive back to Whittier with the firearms. Once at the CPE Evidence warehouse, the 

custodians unloaded the carts and boxes from the box trucks into the sally-port area. The 

custodians processed nearly 1,000 pieces of evidence including nearly 500 firearms, 

computers, and ammunition. Each item was counted, the weapons were cleared, bar codes 
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placed on the evidence at Palmdale were scanned one-by-one into the computer system 

where labels were generated. The handguns were placed into individual envelopes with the 

matching label secured to the envelope and sealed. The long guns were affixed with 

matching labels and placed back into the wheeled bins. As each banker’s box was full of 

handgun envelopes, and as each wheeled bin had a sufficient number of long guns, the 

guns were placed into the firearm vault which is an additional secured area at CPE. CPE 

did not have the manpower to begin verifying the firearms until March 18, 2019. The 

firearms were verified by reviewing the size, model, make and serial number serial 

numbers and other identifying information entered by Palmdale into AFS, comparing that 

information against the actual weapon, then reviewing AFS returns to verify than none of 

the weapons were stolen. The handguns were then transferred to the Crime Lab for NIBIN 

to review and record the ballistics in order to determine whether the guns were used in a 

crime, or to record the ballistics for future crime review. CPE Staff would work on the 

firearms intermittently during lighter evidence receipt days. On average, CPE property and 

evidence personnel received/processed between 7-8 firearms per hour. 

 On December 11, 2019, CPE received a request to transport the firearms back to the 

Palmdale Station. On December 18, 2019, the staff loaded the firearms back onto the two 

box trucks. Four custodians made the two-hour drive back to the Palmdale Station where 

the firearms were unloaded and delivered to the property and evidence room at the station. 

Interrogatory No. 13 

Describe, in reasonable detail, every step taken by the COUNTY, its 

employees, OR contractors when seizing, storing, AND returning the FERNANDEZ 

FIREARMS.  
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Supplemental Response to Interrogatory No. 13: 

On July 25, 2018, the guns were picked up from the Palmdale Station by the 

property and evidence custodians at Central Property and Evidence (CPE). When CPE 

received notice from the station of the unusually large seizure in June 2018, they did not 

have the time or the manpower to retrieve and process the weapons that day. On July 25, 

2018, four property and evidence custodians at CPE made the two-hour drive from 

Whittier to Palmdale in two box trucks to retrieve the evidence. Usually, evidence being 

received at a station would be processed on site, however, due to the huge volume of 

firearms to process, in addition to their regular duties, the supervisor instructed the CPE 

custodians to verify and process the firearms at the at the warehouse in Whittier. The long 

guns were placed in large, wheeled carts and firearms were placed into banker’s boxes, 

then loaded securely into the two box trucks. The CPE custodians then took the two-hour 

drive back to Whittier with the firearms. Once at the CPE Evidence warehouse, the 

custodians unloaded the carts and boxes from the box trucks into the sally-port area. The 

custodians processed nearly 1,000 pieces of evidence including nearly 500 firearms, 

computers, and ammunition. Each item was counted, the weapons were cleared, bar codes 

placed on the evidence at Palmdale were scanned one-by-one into the computer system 

where labels were generated. The handguns were placed into individual envelopes with the 

matching label secured to the envelope and sealed. The long guns were affixed with 

matching labels and placed back into the wheeled bins. As each banker’s box was full of 

handgun envelopes, and as each wheeled bin had a sufficient number of long guns, the 

guns were placed into the firearm vault which is an additional secured area at CPE. CPE 
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did not have the manpower to begin verifying the firearms until March 18, 2019. The 

firearms were verified by reviewing the size, model, make and serial number serial 

numbers and other identifying information entered by Palmdale into AFS, comparing that 

information against the actual weapon, then reviewing AFS returns to verify than none of 

the weapons were stolen. The handguns were then transferred to the Crime Lab for NIBIN 

to review and record the ballistics in order to determine whether the guns were used in a 

crime, or to record the ballistics for future crime review. CPE Staff would work on the 

firearms intermittently during lighter evidence receipt days. On average, CPE property and 

evidence personnel received/processed between 7-8 firearms per hour. 

 On December 11, 2019, CPE received a request to transport the firearms back to the 

Palmdale Station. On December 18, 2019, the staff loaded the firearms back onto the two 

box trucks. Four custodians made the two-hour drive back to the Palmdale Station where 

the firearms were unloaded and delivered to the property and evidence room at the station. 

Interrogatory No. 14 

Identify how many employee work hours it took to seize, store, and return the 

FERNANDEZ FIREARMS and identify ANY DOCUMENTS supporting that 

calculation. 

Supplemental Response to Interrogatory No. 14: 

At Central Property and Evidence, it took the staff approximately 7-8 hours per 

firearm or processing and storage of the FERNANDEZ FIREARMS. 

///// 

///// 
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Interrogatory No. 15 

Provide a detailed accounting of ANY expenses actually incurred by the 

COUNTY in relation to the seizure, storage, and return of the FERNANDEZ 

FIREARMS. 

Supplemental Response to Interrogatory No. 15: 

 The wage and hour information for the County’s employees has been 

produced. 

 

DATED: October 27, 2023 LOGAN MATHEVOSIAN & HUR, LLP 

 

 

     By:                     

   AMBER A. LOGAN          

        Attorney for Defendant, 

   County of Los Angeles 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 
  I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 
and not a party to the within action; my business address is: 3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2740, 
Los Angeles, California 90010.    
 
 On October 27, 2023, I served the document described as: DEFENDANT COUNTY 
OF LOS ANGELES’ SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE TO PLAINTFF’S 
INTERROGATORIES, SET ONE on the interested parties in this action by electronic 
notification as follows: 

 
C.D. Michel 

Anna M. Barvir 
Matthew D. Cubeiro 

Konstadinos T. Moros 
MICHEL & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 

180 E. Ocean Boulevard, Suite 200 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

Email Addresses: cmichel@michellawyers.com 
abarvir@michellawyers.com 

mcubeiro@michellawyers.com 
kmoros@michellawyers.com 

Attorneys for Plaintiff, Ana Patricia Fernandez 
 
 
[BY E-MAIL]  I caused the above-mentioned document to be served via electronic mail to the e-
mail addresses of the addressee(s) as indicated above. No electronic message or other indication 
that the transmission was unsuccessful was received. The electronic service address from which 
the document was served is lmh@lmhfirm.com.  
 
[FEDERAL]  I declare that I am employed in the office of a member of the bar of this court at 
whose direction the service was made. 
 
 Executed this 27th day of October 2023 in Los Angeles, California. 
 
 

                                 
        PATRICIA GARCIA 
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Amber A. Logan, CSB #166395 
Logan Mathevosian & Hur LLP 
Equitable Plaza, Suite 2740 
3435 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2014 
(213)365-2703 
LMH@lmhfirm.com 
amberlogan@lmhfirm.com   
 
Attorney for Defendants,  
County of Los Angeles, John Roth, and Wyatt Waldron 
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
 

ANA PATRICIA FERNANDEZ,  
an individual, 
 
                 Plaintiff, 

 
v. 

 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY, et al., 

 
                 Defendants. 
 

 Case No.: 2:20-cv-09876 DMG (PDx) 
 
 
DEFENDANT LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY’S RESPONSE TO 
PLAINTIFF’S REQUESTS FOR 
PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS, 
SET ONE 

 

PROPOUNDING PARTY: Plaintiff, Ana Patricia Fernandez 

RESPONDING PARTY:  Defendant, Los Angeles County 

SET NO:    One  

Defendant County of Los Angeles hereby responds to Plaintiff’s Requests for 

Production of Documents, set one, as follows: 
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It should be noted that the responding party has not completed investigation 

of the facts related to this case, has not fully completed discovery in this case and 

has not completed preparation for trial. All of the answers contained herein are 

based only upon such information and documents which are presently available to 

and specifically known to the respondent and disclosed based on those contentions. 

It is anticipated that further discovery, independent investigation, legal research, and 

analysis will supply additional facts, add meaning to known facts, as well as 

establish entirely new factual conclusions and legal contentions, all of which may 

lead to substantial additions to, changes in, and variations from the contentions 

herein set forth. The following responses are given without prejudice to 

respondent’s right of any subsequently discovered facts and/or documents. The 

respondent accordingly reserves the right to change any and all answers herein as 

additional documents and/or facts are ascertained, analysis is made, legal research is 

completed, and contentions are made. The responses are made in a good faith effort 

to supply as much factual information and as much specification of legal contentions 

as is presently known but should in no way be to the prejudice of respondent in 

relation to further discovery, research, or analysis. Moreover, the responses do not 

constitute a waiver of any further objections, privileges, or defenses that are 

subsequently discovered.  

This responding party has made a diligent effort to obtain the information and 

documents necessary to respond to these requests. These introductory comments 

shall apply to each, and every answer given herein and shall be incorporated by 

reference as though fully set forth in all of the responses appearing on the following 
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pages. Finally, as some of these responses may have been ascertained by this 

responding party’s attorneys and investigators, this responding party may not have 

personal knowledge of the information from which these responses are derived.  

To the extent that any of these requests call for responses/documents which 

are protected by the attorney/client and/or attorney work product privileges, this 

responding party objects to said requests on that basis. 

To the extent that any of these requests call for responses/documents which are 

of a confidential and proprietary nature as protected by the United States Constitution, 

the California Constitution, this party objects to said requests on that basis.  

To the extent that any of the requests call for responses/documents which are 

protected by any additional privileges, this responding party objects to answering 

said requests on that basis.  

RESPONSE TO REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION 

Request for Production No. 1 

 ANY DOCUMENTS CONCERNING the COUNTY’S policies, practices, 

OR procedures for the seizure of firearms, including ANY training materials OR 

manuals. 

 Response to Request No. 1: 

 OBJECTION: This request is vague, ambiguous, and overly broad. Without 

waiving any objection, the defendant will produce each of the policies requested 

which were effecting during the time period of the seizures involved in this case. 

(Bates Nos. 6209-6391).  
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Request for Production No. 2 

ANY DOCUMENTS CONCERNING the COUNTY’S policies, practices, 

OR procedures for the handling, storage, AND management of seized firearms 

while they are in the COUNTY’S custody, including ANY training materials OR 

manuals. 

Response to Request No. 2: 

OBJECTION: This request is vague, ambiguous, and overly broad. Without 

waiving any objection, the defendant will produce each of the policies requested 

which were effecting during the time period of the seizures involved in this case. 

(Bates Nos. 6209-6391). 

Request for Production No. 3 

ANY DOCUMENTS CONCERNING ANY claim of damage done to seized 

firearms OR high-value property while in the COUNTY’S custody from January 1, 

2015, to the present. 

Response to Request No. 3: 

OBJECTION: This request is vague, ambiguous, and overly broad. As a 

further objection, this request is vague as to time. As a further objection, the term 

“high-value property” is vague, ambiguous, overly broad, and undefined. As further 

objection, this request seeks records and documents which are not relevant to the 

subject matter of this litigation and are not reasonably calculated to lead to the 

discovery of relevant or admissible evidence. As a further objection, this request is 
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unduly burdensome. Without waiving any objection, the defendant will produce the 

Plaintiff’s claim and photographs and videos depicting the condition of the 

firearms involved in this litigation. (Bates Nos. 6282; and Nos. 6284-6331). 

Request for Production No. 4 

ANY DOCUMENTS that show OR describe the condition of the 

FERNANDEZ FIREARMS at the time they were seized, during their storage, OR at 

the time they were returned to FERNANDEZ OR her authorized agent. 

Response to Request No. 4: 

The defendant will produce the Plaintiff’s claim and photographs and videos 

depicting the condition of the firearms involved in this litigation prior to and 

during their seizure and storage. (Bates Nos. 6284-6331). 

Request for Production No. 5 

ANY COMMUNICATIONS between YOU and other parties (including 

internal COMMUNICATIONS) CONCERNING the storage of the FERNANDEZ 

FIREARMS while those firearms were in the COUNTY’S custody.  

Response to Request No. 5: 

This defendant will produce all warrants, and warrant affidavits (Bates 

Nos001-013); all incident reports and supplemental reports (Bates Nos. 0014-0281); 

all inventories (Bates Nos. 0282-0768); all Firearm Entry forms and investigations 

(Bates Nos. 0769-4894); all PRELIMS and other chain of custody documents (Bates 

Nos. 4895-5187); all transfer receipts and all emails from the Property and Evidence 
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Custodian concerning the Fernandez Firearms. (Bates Nos. 5188-6205); and 

Plaintiff’s claim (Bates Nos. 6282-6283). 

Request for Production No. 6 

ANY DOCUMENTS that establish OR show the chain of custody of the 

FERNANDEZ FIREARMS from the time they were seized by the COUNTY until 

the time they were returned to FERNANDEZ OR her authorized agent.  

Response to Request No. 6: 

This defendant will produce the PRELIMS reports, the Custody Inquiry 

Report; and the Transfer Receipt showing the chain of custody of the Fernandez 

Firearms from seizure to release. (Bates Nos. 4895-6166) 

Request for Production No. 7 

 ANY DOCUMENTS CONCERNING the COUNTY’S consideration and 

adoption of the FIREARM STORAGE FEE. 

 Response to Request No. 7: 

 The defendant will produce the Palmdale Station Price list and the policies for 

release of property. (Bates Nos. 6206-6208) . Discovery is continuing a diligent 

search is being made for additional documents responsive to this request. Said 

documents will be produced when received. 

Request for Production No. 8 

ANY DOCUMENTS CONCERNING the calculation of the FIREARM 

STORAGE FEE, including, but not limited to, ANY factors considered in making 
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the calculation, the methodology used, and ANY PERSONS involved in the 

determination. 

Response to Request No. 8: 

This defendant will produce the following, the warrants and warrant affidavits 

for the searches of the Caprock and Sweetwater locations (Bates Nos. 0001-0013); 

all incident reports and supplemental reports concerning the searches and seizures of 

property; all property inventories of the seized property (Bates Nos. 0014-0768); all 

Firearm Entry Forms and investigations of the seized firearms (Bates Nos. 0769-

4894); the PRELIMS and chain of custody records (Bates Nos. 4985-5160); the 

Transfer records (Bates Nos. 5188-6168); all emails of property custodian Susan 

O’Leary Brown concerning the seizure, storage, retention and transfer of the 

Fernandez Firearms. (Bates Nos. 6169-6205); the Palmdale price list (Bates No. 

6206-6208); all videos and photos of the searches and the items seized. (Bates Nos. 

6284-6331). A diligent search is being made for the wage and hour records of the 

employees responsible for the seizure, storage, retention, and transfer of the 

Fernandez firearms. This response will be supplemented when said records are 

received.  

Request for Production No. 9 

ANY DOCUMENTS detailing the process of seizing and inventorying the 

FERNANDEZ FIREARMS, including how the items were transported, processed, 

catalogued, and stored. 

EXHIBIT K
000506

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 218 of 301   Page ID
#:12618



 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 -8-

Response to Request No. 9: 

This defendant will produce the following, the warrants and warrant affidavits 

for the searches of the Caprock and Sweetwater locations (Bates Nos. 0001-0013); 

all incident reports and supplemental reports concerning the searches and seizures of 

property; all property inventories of the seized property (Bates Nos. 0014-0768); all 

Firearm Entry Forms and investigations of the seized firearms (Bates Nos. 0769-

4894); the PRELIMS and chain of custody records (Bates Nos. 4985-5160); the 

Transfer records (Bates Nos. 5188-6168); all emails of property custodian Susan 

O’Leary Brown concerning the seizure, storage, retention and transfer of the 

Fernandez Firearms. (Bates Nos. 6169-6205); the Palmdale price list (Bates No. 

6206-6208); all videos and photos of the searches and the items seized. (Bates Nos. 

6284-6331). A diligent search is being made for the wage and hour records of the 

employees responsible for the seizure, storage, retention, and transfer of the 

Fernandez firearms. This response will be supplemented when said records are 

received.  

Request for Production No. 10 

ANY DOCUMENTS CONCERNING the actual costs incurred by the 

COUNTY when seizing, storing, OR returning firearms seized by the COUNTY. 

Response to Request No. 10: 

This defendant will produce the following, the warrants and warrant affidavits 

for the searches of the Caprock and Sweetwater locations (Bates Nos. 0001-0013); 
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all incident reports and supplemental reports concerning the searches and seizures of 

property; all property inventories of the seized property (Bates Nos. 0014-0768); all 

Firearm Entry Forms and investigations of the seized firearms (Bates Nos. 0769-

4894); the PRELIMS and chain of custody records (Bates Nos. 4985-5160); the 

Transfer records (Bates Nos. 5188-6168); all emails of property custodian Susan 

O’Leary Brown concerning the seizure, storage, retention and transfer of the 

Fernandez Firearms. (Bates Nos. 6169-6205); the Palmdale price list (Bates No. 

6206-6208); all videos and photos of the searches and the items seized. (Bates Nos. 

6284-6331). A diligent search is being made for the wage and hour records of the 

employees responsible for the seizure, storage, retention, and transfer of the 

Fernandez firearms. This response will be supplemented when said records are 

received.  

Request for Production No. 11 

ANY DOCUMENTS CONCERNING the actual costs incurred by the 

COUNTY when seizing, storing, OR returning the FERNANDEZ FIREARMS. 

Response to Request No. 11 

This defendant will produce the following, the warrants and warrant affidavits 

for the searches of the Caprock and Sweetwater locations (Bates Nos. 0001-0013); 

all incident reports and supplemental reports concerning the searches and seizures of 

property; all property inventories of the seized property (Bates Nos. 0014-0768); all 

Firearm Entry Forms and investigations of the seized firearms (Bates Nos. 0769-
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4894); the PRELIMS and chain of custody records (Bates Nos. 4985-5160); the 

Transfer records (Bates Nos. 5188-6168); all emails of property custodian Susan 

O’Leary Brown concerning the seizure, storage, retention and transfer of the 

Fernandez Firearms. (Bates Nos. 6169-6205); the Palmdale price list (Bates No. 

6206-6208); all videos and photos of the searches and the items seized. (Bates 

Nos. 6284-6331). A diligent search is being made for the wage and hour records of 

the employees responsible for the seizure, storage, retention, and transfer of the 

Fernandez firearms. This response will be supplemented when said records are 

received.  

Request for Production No. 12 

ANY financial statements, bills, invoices, receipts, OR OTHER 

DOCUMENTS evidencing the actual costs incurred by the COUNTY in the storage 

of the FERNANDEZ FIREARMS.  

Response to Request No. 12: 

This defendant will produce the following, the warrants and warrant affidavits 

for the searches of the Caprock and Sweetwater locations (Bates Nos. 0001-0013); 

all incident reports and supplemental reports concerning the searches and seizures of 

property; all property inventories of the seized property (Bates Nos. 0014-0768); all 

Firearm Entry Forms and investigations of the seized firearms (Bates Nos. 0769-

4894); the PRELIMS and chain of custody records (Bates Nos. 4985-5160); the 

Transfer records (Bates Nos. 5188-6168); all emails of property custodian Susan 
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O’Leary Brown concerning the seizure, storage, retention and transfer of the 

Fernandez Firearms. (Bates Nos. 6169-6205); the Palmdale price list (Bates No. 

6206-6208); all videos and photos of the searches and the items seized. (Bates 

Nos. 6284-6331). A diligent search is being made for the wage and hour records of 

the employees responsible for the seizure, storage, retention, and transfer of the 

Fernandez firearms. This response will be supplemented when said records are 

received.  

Request for Production No. 13 

ANY DOCUMENTS CONCERNING the number of employee work hours it 

took to seize, store, and return the FERNANDEZ FIREARMS. 

Response to Request No 13 

This defendant will produce the following, the warrants and warrant affidavits 

for the searches of the Caprock and Sweetwater locations (Bates Nos. 0001-0013); 

all incident reports and supplemental reports concerning the searches and seizures of 

property; all property inventories of the seized property (Bates Nos. 0014-0768); all 

Firearm Entry Forms and investigations of the seized firearms (Bates Nos. 0769-

4894); the PRELIMS and chain of custody records (Bates Nos. 4985-5160); the 

Transfer records (Bates Nos. 5188-6168); all emails of property custodian Susan 

O’Leary Brown concerning the seizure, storage, retention and transfer of the 

Fernandez Firearms. (Bates Nos. 6169-6205); the Palmdale price list (Bates No. 

6206-6208); all videos and photos of the searches and the items seized. (Bates Nos. 
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6284-6331). A diligent search is being made for the wage and hour records of the 

employees responsible for the seizure, storage, retention, and transfer of the 

Fernandez firearms. This response will be supplemented when said records are 

received.  

Request for Production No. 14 

ANY DOCUMENTS CONCERNING any changes to the FIREARM 

STORAGE FEE from November 2005 to the present, including, but not limited to, 

the reasons for any such change, the date of implementation, and ANY PERSONS 

involved in the decision-making process. 

Response to Request No. 14: 

A diligent search has been made for the records requested. This response will 

be supplemented when said records are received.  

DATED: August 28, 2023 LOGAN MATHEVOSIAN & HUR, LLP 

By:
   AMBER A. LOGAN  
   Attorney for Defendant, 
   County of Los Angeles 

EXHIBIT K
000511

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 223 of 301   Page ID
#:12623



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT L 

EXHIBIT L
000512

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 224 of 301   Page ID
#:12624



5-04/000.00 - Property and Evidence Â - Authority and Responsibilities
All property and evidence coming into the possession of members of this Department shall be accounted for
and processed in accordance with policies and procedures set forth in this manual.  Any misappropriation,
unauthorized destruction, or confiscation for personal use of property or evidence shall be grounds for
disciplinary action.

Revised: 3/12/2015
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5-04/000.10 - Necessity for Seizing and Storing
Department members whose duties involve gathering, handling, or storing property and evidence shall
constantly evaluate the necessity of maintaining and storing these items within Department facilities. 
Property/evidence shall not be stored when suitable alternatives are available.  Suitable alternatives may
include:

Photographs of evidence for court presentation:  Whenever possible, evidence will be retained by the
victim or an agent acting on behalf of the victim.  The ability to produce unadulterated evidence at the
time of court proceedings shall determine the use of this alternative;
Only that evidence essential to proving an offense shall be seized.  Seizure of evidence shall be
scrutinized by supervisory personnel;
The need to hold money as evidence shall be closely reviewed by the watch commander and approved
only if the money is unique or has evidentiary value due to its markings (i.e., buy money, serial numbers,
chemical residue, stains, etc.).
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5-04/000.20 - Property, Evidence and Laboratory Information Management
System (PRELIMS)
The Department’s Property, Evidence and Laboratory Information Management System (PRELIMS) shall be
used for the entry, movement, and tracking (i.e., chain of custody) of all property and evidence for the Sheriff’s
Department.  Barcodes affixed to evidence/property items, evidence locations, and evidence containers
facilitate access to the case and/or items as well as transfer/movement of items.
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5-04/000.30 - PRELIMS Case Identifier
A case in PRELIMS is identified by the Uniform Reporting Number (URN).  If an URN is not available, the
following numbers may be used to identify a case in PRELIMS:

Booking Number
Court Record Number
Citation Number 
Coroner Case Number
Internal Affairs Bureau Number
Random Drug Testing Case Number
Warrant Number
Outside Agency Case Number (used by outside agencies booking evidence into PRELIMS for analysis
by Sheriff’s Crime Laboratory)
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5-04/000.40 - File Number Change / Master File Number
In the event that a file number is changed, that change shall be updated in PRELIMS as follows:

If the retention, year, sequential, reporting district, or stat code of an URN is changed, the URN in PRELIMS
shall be updated to reflect these changes.

In the event that several cases are consolidated under a master file number, a case with the master file
number shall be created in PRELIMS, and the consolidated cases shall be cross-referenced to the master file
number in PRELIMS.
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5-04/000.50 - Procedures in the Event PRELIMS Is Unavailable
In the event PRELIMS is unavailable due to routine system maintenance, application maintenance, system
failure, and/or inability to access the Sheriff’s Data Network (SDN), the PRELIMS Contingency Operations
Plan shall be activated.  The PRELIMS Contingency Operations Plan shall be readily available at each
station/unit that books and handles property and evidence.

Designated forms and labels as outlined in the PRELIMS Contingency Operations Plan shall be used to
manually book and transfer property and evidence items. The watch sergeant shall be responsible for
maintaining a sufficient quantity of these forms and labels in the watch sergeant’s Office. 

The station/unit Evidence and Property Custodian (EPC) shall be responsible for:

Entering information from these forms and labels into PRELIMS when PRELIMS returns to service;
Signing and dating the completed forms when entry into PRELIMS is completed;
Scanning and attaching any manually completed forms to the case in PRELIMS;
Affixing an evidence label generated from PRELIMS adjacent to (not over) the hand printed label or label
generated via the Sheriff’s Data Network (SDN);
Updating PRELIMS with the item’s current evidence location and scanning any manually generated
Department forms and attach them electronically to the case in PRELIMS for chain-of-custody purposes.

All completed PRELIMS Emergency Ledger forms (SH-CR-514a) shall be maintained in the PRELIMS
Contingency Operations three-ring binder and shall be kept for no less than one year from the date of
creation.  After the one-year time period, the completed forms shall be kept in their respective case files.

To the extent possible, all other evidence and property protocols outlined in Volume 5, Chapter 4 of the
Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP) shall be followed during the period of time when PRELIMS is
unavailable.  Any necessary transfers or releases of evidence or property, (e.g., for court, transfer to an
investigator, release to owner, transfer to Central Property, transfer to the Crime Lab, etc.) shall be recorded
on the hard copy of the PRELIMS Emergency Ledger form (SH-CR-514a) for that particular item.

During the time period that PRELIMS is unavailable, it is recommended that all interim removals or transfers
of evidence or release of property be limited. Necessary transfers of evidence, such as for court purposes,
release to owner, or transfer to the Crime Lab for analysis may be manually completed during this time period
utilizing the appropriate Department forms, and such transfers or releases shall be recorded on the hard copy
of the PRELIMS Emergency Ledger form (SH-CR-514a). Once PRELIMS becomes available, it shall be the
responsibility of the station EPC to update PRELIMS to include the item’s current location (should the item be
in the physical custody of the station/unit) and scan the PRELIMS Emergency Ledger form (SH-CR-514a) into
the system for chain-of-custody purposes. Evidence and/or property should not be transferred to the Central
Property custodian until it has been electronically entered into PRELIMS unless exigent circumstances exist.

In the event evidence items need to be sent to the Crime Lab for analysis during the time period that
PRELIMS is unavailable, such transfers shall be documented on the PRELIMS Emergency Ledger form (SH-
CR-514a) for each item.  The station/unit having physical custody of the item when PRELIMS returns to
service will be responsible for printing and affixing a PRELIMS label and updating PRELIMS with the current
evidence location.  The station/unit EPC where the item was originally booked shall be responsible for
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entering the item into PRELIMS from the information noted on the PRELIMS Emergency Ledger form (SH-
CR-514a).

Revised: 3/12/2015
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5-04/000.60 - Station/Unit Commander's Responsibilities
The unit commander shall be responsible for security, record keeping, and appropriate disposition of all
property and evidence brought into the station/unit, including all prisoner or inmate property and money.  Unit
commanders shall ensure accurate and current records of all items of property/evidence are maintained, laws
and Department policy are complied with, and proper dispositions are made as soon as feasible.

A person of at least the rank of Lieutenant shall be designated to manage and supervise the unit property and
evidence system and to coordinate its functions with Central Property, Scientific Services Bureau, and other
Department units and outside agencies.

Unit commanders shall ensure that Property Lieutenants conduct thorough audits of the station/unit storage
facilities at least once each quarter to ensure that items are properly entered into PRELIMS; are properly
packaged, labeled, stored; and receive appropriate dispositions in a timely manner.  Audits of secure
locations, such as safes, shall be conducted at least once each month.

Vehicles/vehicle parts stored at the unit or at local towing companies where the vehicles/vehicle parts remain
are the unit’s responsibility and shall be included in the monthly audits.  Upon completion, a report of audit
findings shall be forwarded to the Division Chief, indicating the date of the audit, the persons conducting the
audit, any items held over 90 days, including any investigations in progress regarding evidence
discrepancies, and the date of the most recent safe combination change.

Reports of the audit findings shall be submitted by memorandum to the unit commander for follow-up action,
as appropriate, and copies shall be maintained in unit administrative files for a period of not less than one
year from the date of the audit.
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5-04/000.70 - Responsibilities of Station/Unit Property Lieutenant
The station/unit Property Lieutenant shall:

Train personnel to ensure compliance with the policy and procedures of this chapter;
Inspect the overall storage system both to ensure properly maintained records and disposition time
frames are met;
Conduct monthly and quarterly audits of all property and evidence, including vehicles;
Supervise the destruction of property and evidence at the station/unit; supervise and coordinate with the
Central Property custodian the storage and disposition of bulk items; items with a HOLD STATUS; long-
term storage items, including vehicles and vehicle parts, and evidence seized as a result of search
warrants;
Ensure that personnel comply with Penal Code section 11108 (Entry of serialized items into State
Systems);
Ensure that Inmate Property left at a station is returned to the prisoner.
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5-04/000.80 - Responsibilities of Station/Unit Property Custodian
Each station/unit where property and evidence is maintained shall have an assigned property custodian and a
trained relief custodian to act in the absence of the property custodian.

Property custodians shall be scheduled to report to work prior to regular court appearance times to handle the
withdrawal of property/evidence for court.

The station/unit property custodian, including Central Property custodians, shall have the following
responsibilities:

Review the property/evidence labels, packaging, and the PRELIMS electronic entry of incoming
property/evidence for accuracy and completeness, including item description, and have corrections
made, where necessary. Minor clerical corrections can be made by the station/unit property custodian.
All other types of corrections/changes shall be made by the booking officer.  Items pending corrections
by the booking officer will be held in an identified storage location pending these corrections;
Place all incoming property/evidence from the interim storage room or other storage locations in the
proper storage locations and log location transfers in PRELIMS;
Store property/evidence in the proper storage location;
Ensure that all property/evidence in the custody of the station/unit is logged to the appropriate location in
PRELIMS; 
Ensure that all property/evidence temporarily removed from the station/unit for court is properly updated
in PRELIMS and electronically signed out to the appropriate Department member.  A PRELIMS
generated Out to Court (SH-AD-583) form shall accompany any items checked out for court;
For items of property/evidence checked out for investigative reasons, the property custodian must
transfer custody of items to requesting Department member in PRELIMS;
Ensure returned property/evidence is signed in through PRELIMS and transferred to an appropriate
storage location;
Ensure the final disposition of property/evidence is entered into PRELIMS for any items of
property/evidence retained by the court and ensure that the properly completed Out to Court (SH-AD-
583) form is scanned into PRELIMS;
Prepare and/or process property/evidence which has been held the maximum length of time at the
station/unit for transfer to Central Property;
Make appropriate disposition entries in PRELIMS of all property/evidence which has been released to
the rightful owner or disposed of at the station/unit;
Assist in the maintenance of proper records and the timely transfer of property/evidence stored in the
safe;
Maintain orderly storage areas;
Verify that all serialized property/evidence has been entered into the appropriate automated property
system (see section 5-04/050.40 Serialized and Non-Serialized Property/Evidence) and update
PRELIMS with the File Control Number (FCN) and/or Crime Gun FCN.

Revised: 3/12/2015

Manual of Policy and Procedures : 5-04/000.80 - Responsibilities of  Station/Unit
 Property Custodian

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Current Revision
Printed: 8/24/2023 (LASD)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Pg. 1 / 1DEFENDANTS 06218
EXHIBIT L

000522

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 234 of 301   Page ID
#:12634



5-04/010.00 - Property/Evidence Handling
All articles of possible evidentiary value shall be carefully handled and booked as evidence in PRELIMS
without unnecessary delay.  The booking shall be handled by the field deputy, the investigating deputy, or the
specialist called to the scene.

Emphasis on the proper care of evidence cannot be over stressed.  The best evidence is useless if
improperly handled.  The process can be divided into four stages:

Gathering of potential evidence;
Marking evidence correctly;
Maintaining the chain of custody; and
Preventing contamination.

Each phase is equally important.  Dereliction during any phase, regardless of the care taken during the other
phases, may render the evidence worthless.

Deputy personnel shall be responsible for familiarizing themselves with the rules of admissibility of evidence,
its collection and preservation, and the initial processing procedures.
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5-04/010.10 - Preservation of Evidence
Deputy personnel assigned to the scene of a crime or incident, other than cases assignable to Homicide
Bureau, shall make a search of the area to collect any possible physical evidence (On homicide assignments,
follow instructions under section 5-04/010.30 Requesting Evidence Specialists).

Caution should be used to prevent disturbing or damaging areas not readily visible which might contain
evidence such as fingerprints, shoeprints, stains, fibers, etc.

Deputy personnel shall protect, safeguard, and isolate any physical evidence to prevent contamination or
alteration.  They shall keep persons not connected with the investigation away from the area containing
evidence pending completion of the investigation.

Prior to handling any explosive substance, advice shall be obtained from Homeland Security Division,
Emergency Operations Bureau, Arson/Explosives Detail.  Fixed ammunition for small arms is not to be
included as an explosive substance.
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5-04/010.20 - Items Requiring Special Handling
The following items require special handling as indicated below:

Blood and/or Human Tissue for DNA analysis

All whole blood samples for DNA analysis must be collected by authorized medical personnel and deposited
in a vacuum collection tube containing the anticoagulant and preservative Ethylenediamine - tetraacetic Acid
(EDTA).

EDTA vials can be recognized by their lavender-colored rubber stoppers and are available at the Coroner's
Office and all hospitals.  The vial should be completely filled with blood and shaken thoroughly to mix the
preservative with the blood.  The investigator should observe the drawing of blood to maintain the chain of
custody.  

Whole blood and human tissue samples collected for DNA reference purposes shall be submitted to Scientific
Services Bureau (SSB), Hertzberg-Davis Forensic Science Center, at the earliest opportunity. If the
submission must occur after business hours, the submitter should contact a Biology Section supervisor for
proper handling and subsequent storage procedures.  After hours, a biology supervisor may be contacted
through the SSB dispatch desk (213-989-2163 or 800-974-4LAB) at Scientific Services Bureau, Beverly
facility.  If it is necessary to delay the delivery of the blood sample to the laboratory for more than 24 hours, the
sample should be refrigerated BUT NOT FROZEN.

Blood for Toxicology (Drugs or Alcohol) analysis

All whole blood samples for toxicology (drugs or alcohol) analysis must be collected by authorized medical
personnel and deposited in a vacuum collection tube containing potassium oxalate (an anticoagulant) and
sodium fluoride (a preservative).

These vials can be recognized by their grey-colored rubber stoppers and are available at all hospitals or in the
Department-provided blood collection kits.  The vial should be completely filled with blood and shaken
thoroughly to mix the preservative with the blood.  The investigator should observe the drawing of blood to
maintain the chain of custody. 

Whole blood samples collected for toxicology (drugs or alcohol) purposes can be submitted to Scientific
Services Bureau (SSB) through SSB Evidence Couriers or over the counter at the Century, Lancaster, and
West Covina regional laboratories, or at the Downey or Hertzberg-Davis Forensic Science Center facilities.
The Toxicology or Blood Alcohol section supervisor can be reached at the Downey Facility (562-940-0248).
These blood samples do not need to be refrigerated; they should NOT BE FROZEN.

Explosives

Explosives, other than fixed ammunition, are not to be stored at a station/unit except in an emergency and with
the approval of the Arson/Explosives Detail.  Procedures for handling and storing of explosives are detailed in
the Emergency and Disaster chapter.

Footprints - Tire Tracks - Tool Marks
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Footprints, tire tracks, tool marks, or other items of potential impression evidence that are observed on
surfaces which cannot be readily collected shall be preserved by covering them in a manner which will not
disturb them pending arrival of Scientific Services Bureau staff.

Gunpowder /Gunshot Residue Patterns

Clothing containing gunpowder or gunshot residue patterns should be neatly folded and protected from
excessive friction on the patterned area.  If wet with blood or water, the clothing must be air dried prior to
folding and packaging.

In order for the distance from which the firearm was fired to be determined from the clothing, the firearm and
ammunition used must be submitted to Scientific Services Bureau.

Narcotics

All narcotics, with the exception of suspected plant materials, shall be packaged in transparent evidence
bags.  This packaging takes the place of the pre-printed manila envelopes previously used.  Plant materials
shall be packaged in manila envelopes or paper bags.

Scientific Services Bureau may repackage narcotics seized in bindles, envelopes, pouches, boxes, etc., so
that the analyzed narcotics with the original packaging material and the unexamined narcotics in the original
packaging material can be viewed without re-opening the transparent narcotic evidence bag.

Nitrous Oxide (N2O) Tanks

Nitrous oxide is commonly found in compressed gas tanks, and the collection and handling of compressed
gas tanks presents the potential for significant safety issues.  Although not a flammable gas, nitrous oxide is a
compressed gas and may present a safety hazard if it is improperly stored. Compressed gas tanks shall be
initially inspected for damage prior to transport to Scientific Services Bureau (SSB) for sampling.  If the tank
appears to be unaltered, visually inspect the valve areas for damage and/or corrosion.  If the tank appears
altered in any way or appears unsafe, contact either the fire department or Arson/Explosives Detail. 

Scientific Services Bureau, Controlled Substances (Narcotics) supervisors shall be contacted before tanks
are submitted to the laboratory.

Removable Articles

Articles of evidence which can be removed from the scene shall be handled with utmost caution to prevent any
damage, alteration, or contamination.

Sexual Assault Cases

The clothing of the victim and the suspect should be dried and packaged separately.  Clothing may have
particles of debris from the scene; therefore, it is imperative that neither the victim nor the suspect be allowed
to return to the scene of the crime wearing the same clothing.

Clothing may be extremely valuable as evidence.  With the victim's consent and when a change of clothing is
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available, the victim’s clothing should be collected, air dried (if wet), and placed in paper bags.  Each piece of
clothing should be packaged separately.  The hospital should attempt to arrange for clothing for the victim.

Sexual assault evidence shall be collected by an expert during the medical examination of sexual assault
victims, utilizing the sexual assault evidence collection kits provided by Scientific Services Bureau.

A specialized evidence collection package to be used in sexual assault cases has been provided to stations,
units and hospitals.  It contains the necessary specimen swabs and slides, bags for clothing, and other items
to facilitate collection of physical evidence.

Wet or Damp Items

Wet or damp items such as those to be examined for blood, seminal fluid, DNA (e.g., wet buccal swabs),
handwriting, or latent fingerprints must be allowed to air dry thoroughly prior to packaging for transfer to
Scientific Services Bureau.  Alternatively, upon approval from laboratory staff, wet or damp items may be hand
carried directly to either the Beverly or Hertzberg-Davis Forensic Science Center Crime Laboratory facilities
to be dried in the laboratory’s drying cabinets.
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5-04/010.30 - Requesting Evidence Specialists
When an immediate investigation by detectives is required in cases such as arson, robbery, murder, etc.,
deputy personnel at the scene shall request assistance as follows:

During Normal Working Hours

Contact the concerned investigative unit directly by phone and request assistance.

After Normal Working Hours

Contact Sheriff’s Headquarters Bureau or Homicide Bureau Operations Deputy, depending on assignment,
and give all information available.

In those cases assignable to Homicide Bureau, deputy personnel at the scene shall not make a search of the
scene unless requested to do so after the arrival of the Homicide Detectives.  The unit having jurisdiction shall
be kept informed of the progress at the scene in any case in which assistance is requested.

When the assistance of a specialist such as a criminalist or explosives expert is needed, officers shall relay
the necessary information when the request for assistance is made. 

Examples of such information include the following:

Types of Evidence

Blood and/or stains;
Imprints requiring castings;
Object to be dismantled; and/or
Object to be searched for.

Types of Equipment Needed

Metal detector;
Tools (specify); and/or
Portable lights.

Requests for fingerprint specialists shall be made through regular channels to the Latent Prints Section,
Scientific Services Bureau.
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5-04/010.40 - Evidence Specialists At the Scene
When a requested detective, criminalist, or other specialist arrives at the scene, the Field Deputy in charge of
the preliminary investigation shall inform him of the existence and whereabouts of physical evidence and shall
comply with his instructions as to its disposition.
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5-04/010.50 - Marking of Evidence
The deputy, detective, criminalist, or other specialist finding the physical evidence or receiving it from another
person shall mark the evidence as soon as possible.  Distinctive marks shall be used so as to be easily
identifiable at a later date when necessary to present the evidence in court.

Common marks such as checks or crosses should not be used as they are not sufficiently distinctive. 
Suggested marks include the initials of the finding officer and the date found.

Care should be used not to damage any existing serial numbers or other identifying marks already on the
article.  Serial numbers or existing distinctive marks already on the article should be properly recorded in the
case report.

No uniform marking system is practical because of the limitless number of articles involved.  As a general rule,
identifying marks shall be as small as practical.

Every item of physical evidence capable of duplication must be marked by some means that will distinguish it
from every other item of like nature capable of appearing to be a duplicate, a facsimile, or identical with the
item.

Every such identifying mark shall be made so that it is nondestructive to the utility of the item of evidence and
does not seriously reduce the marketable value of the article.  The mark shall be one which cannot be readily
altered or removed and which shall not reduce the evidentiary value of the item or interfere with work in the
laboratory which may follow the collection process.  As a final step in the marking process, property labels
shall be generated through PRELIMS and securely affixed to all items or packages of evidence, as
appropriate.

Items which by their nature cannot be marked shall be placed in a container (e.g., paper bindle, small manila
envelope, etc.), sealed, and an identifying mark placed on the container.  Items of this nature include fingernail
scrapings, hairs, paint scrapings, shotgun pellets, bullet fragments, jewels, etc.

Special handling instructions for a few types of articles are as follows:

Documents - any document which will require scientific examination should be enclosed unfolded in an
envelope and whenever practical, marked by the specialist in the presence of the deputy or other personnel
submitting such documents.

Fired Bullets, cartridge cases, or other ammunition components should not be directly marked by anyone
except for Scientific Services Bureau personnel. Direct marking can potentially damage the evidence or
interfere with subsequent laboratory examinations.  Identifying markings and information shall be placed on the
proximal container, e.g., small clasp sealed manila envelope, jar, etc., which has been properly marked.

Latent Prints developed and lifted by field personnel must be identified by indicating on the lift card where the
latent print was obtained.
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5-04/010.60 - Packaging of Evidence
Only clean containers or paper shall be used to package evidence.  Small articles should be placed in paper
packets, envelopes, boxes, bottles, glass vials, or packages and containers specifically designed for the
evidence item.

For property placed in an envelope, use a clasp-type, paper envelope.

Items shall be packaged by item type.  Each package shall contain items of a single item type.  Different item
types (e.g., clothing and a firearm) shall not be packaged together.

All packaged evidence shall be marked or tagged.  Whenever practical, deputy, detective, criminalist, or other
specialist personnel sealing the package shall write his/her name or initials on the seal.  The name or initials
shall extend across the edge of the seal onto the package.

The application of cellophane tape directly on property should be kept to a minimum.

When similar items (i.e., same item type) are found adjacent to each other, they may be packaged together
provided no chance of cross-contamination or alteration exists.  Contaminable items, articles for comparison
tests, and the same kind of physical evidence found at different locations shall be packaged separately.

Packaging instructions for some specialized items are as follows:

Alcoholic Beverages – Contents of opened containers should be placed in a clear glass or plastic container. 
A minimum of 2 ounces should be collected for submission to Scientific Services Bureau.  The balance of
liquid in the opened container may be destroyed, but the container itself shall be retained as evidence.

Firearms – Unloaded firearms should be packaged in cardboard boxes designed for this purpose.  If a
cardboard box is not available, a manila-type envelope or other form of paper packaging may be used.  If the
firearm was loaded when recovered and subsequently unloaded, the ammunition removed from the firearms
should be placed in an appropriately sized manila-type envelope and included within the same package as
the firearm.  If a magazine was present in the firearm when recovered, that magazine should be included within
the same package as the firearm.

Latent Fingerprints - Objects suspected of bearing or containing latent fingerprints which may be of value in an
investigation should be packaged so that possible impressions will be protected.  (This applies when a
fingerprint specialist is not called to the scene.)

Narcotics shall be separated from other evidence for packaging and sealing.  The deputy shall generate a
property label through PRELIMS and affix it to the transparent evidence bag. The deputy shall seal the bag by
removing the protective adhesive strip, folding over the bag flap onto the pouch, and pressing along the
adhesive strip to complete the seal.  The deputy shall remove the completed plastic flap receipt and submit it
with his report. The sequential number on the transparent evidence bag shall be recorded in PRELIMS and in
the area of the report describing the seized or found narcotic evidence (see section 5-04/110.50 Narcotic
Evidence Special Handling).

Phencyclidine (PCP) - hazardous substances, whether PCP or any other chemical, shall never be processed
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within a station/unit.  Such hazardous substances shall be stored in an area which is outside the main facility. 
The following procedures shall be employed when packaging PCP:

Only package PCP evidence in a KAPAK® plastic evidence pouch,
Do not cut the KAPAK® pouch into smaller sections to accommodate smaller items - use as many as
necessary.  For disposition of large quantities of PCP which cannot be sealed in a KAPAK® pouch,
contact Narcotics Bureau at (562) 946-7125 during normal business hours.  After normal business
hours, contact the on-call narcotics investigator through Sheriff’s Headquarters Bureau.  Narcotics
Bureau personnel will be responsible for notifying the disposal company who will be responsible for
taking samples and destroying large quantities of PCP,
Heat-seal the KAPAK® pouch carefully and thoroughly, using only a "Scotch KAPAK® Sealer,"
Do not staple through the KAPAK® pouch,
Place the KAPAK® pouch in a sufficiently large transparent narcotic evidence bag,
Conspicuously label PCP evidence envelopes and paper bags, "Contains PCP.”

Poisons shall be placed in glass containers.  (Foodstuffs involved in cases of animal poisoning shall not be
submitted for examination unless an eyewitness can identify the person who placed the foodstuff where it was
found).

Any deviation from the above policy must receive prior approval from personnel with the appropriate evidence
handling expertise.
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5-04/010.70 - Sealing of Evidence
Evidence shall be sealed, when appropriate, depending on the type of evidence, including

All narcotics shall be sealed;
All currency shall be sealed;
All items determined to be valuable; and
All evidence submitted to Scientific Services Bureau shall be sealed. 

All currency and items determined to be valuable shall be stored in the safe, when practical.

Whenever practical, deputy, detective, criminalist or other specialist personnel sealing the package shall write
his/her name or initials on the seal.  The name or initials shall extend across the edge of the seal onto the
package.

Sealed evidence shall NOT be opened to verify contents unless:

There is evidence of tampering, the seal is broken, or the integrity of the bag/package/container has
been violated.   In these instances, the bag/package/container and its contents shall be secured within a
new bag/package/container and the unit commander or appropriate representative notified.  If a
serialized evidence bag was originally used, the bag and its contents shall be secured within a new
serialized bag and the unit commander notified.  The serial number of the bag shall be updated in
PRELIMS. 
The items is intended to be examined by Scientific Services Bureau, and a member of that Bureau is
the one opening the sealed package. 

NOTE: Evidence sealed by Scientific Services Bureau personnel upon conclusion of scientific
examination shall not be unsealed unless necessary for court proceedings.

The sealed package is opened by Department personnel in court proceedings;
The Central Property custodian needs to verify accurate compliance with Penal Code section 11108 for
serialized property.
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5-04/020.00 - Chain of Custody At the Scene
All involved personnel shall be responsible for maintaining the chain of custody during the handling of
evidence.  The following subsections outline the general procedures for evidence handling at the scene of an
investigation.
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5-04/020.10 - Field Deputies At the Scene
Deputy personnel conducting a preliminary investigation shall keep all physical evidence in his/her possession
until it is properly marked, labeled, packaged appropriately and ready for transportation.
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5-04/020.20 - Evidence Received From Another Person
Every person presenting evidence to a deputy shall be required to place a distinguishing mark on the article
so it may be readily identified any time thereafter.  Deputy personnel receiving the article shall also mark and
label such evidence.  The evidence transfer shall be documented in the associated report.  In the event direct
marking may have the potential to damage the evidentiary value of the item, the item shall not be marked.
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5-04/020.30 - Seizure of Photographic, Video, or Audio Evidence From a
Private Citizen or Member of the Press
Except under limited circumstances, Department personnel are prohibited from searching or seizing
photographs, video or audio recordings, cameras, recording equipment, or telephones without a warrant.

The following standards shall be adhered to when any film, or storage source for photographic, video, or audio
recordings is believed to contain photographic, video, or audio evidence relevant to a crime, deputy-involved
shooting, in-custody death, or use of force incident.

When the film, tape, or storage source is believed to contain evidence relevant to a deputy-involved shooting,
in-custody death, or use of force incident, deputies shall immediately notify a field supervisor who shall seek
voluntary consent to view or obtain the film, tape, or storage source from the individual having possession.

Voluntary Consent Obtained

Consent to view or relinquish the film, tape, or storage source believed to contain photographic, video, or
audio evidence may not be explicitly or implicitly coerced.  If true consent is given, the following standards shall
be adhered to:

Any consent to either view or relinquish any film, tape, or storage source believed to contain
photographic, video, or audio evidence shall be in writing or on a Department Electronic Device Search
Waiver (SH-R-410ED) form or otherwise memorialized on audio or videotape;
The scope of the consent shall be dictated by the owner or person in possession of the film, tape, or
storage source believed to contain photographic, video, or audio evidence.  Consent can be limited to
allowing Department personnel to examine the film, tape, or storage source or consent can include
allowing the Department to retain the film, tape, or storage source if it is found to contain evidence to the
incident in question.  Consent shall be limited to looking for information relevant to the particular incident
in question;
Upon receiving consent, the citizen shall be afforded the opportunity to examine the film, tape, or storage
source believed to contain photographic, video, or audio evidence with supervisory personnel in order to
ascertain evidentiary value;
In instances where voluntary consent to examine the film, tape, or storage source is given and the film,
tape, or storage source does not contain relevant evidence,  it shall be immediately returned to the
owner, or individual who had possessed it;
In instances where the film, tape, or storage source is found to contain photographic, video, or audio
evidence relative to a specific incident, and the owner or individual in possession of the file, tape, or
storage source has consented to its retention by the Department, the owner shall be afforded the
opportunity to accompany supervisory personnel to a location where the photographs, videos, or audio
can be copied.  The original film, tape, or storage source shall be retained by the Department as an item
of evidence, and a copy will be given to the citizen;
If the evidentiary photographs, video, or audio are contained on a cell phone and the individual consents,
the uploading of the digital items can be made through the Department’s LASD.org website utilizing the
“See Something/Send Something: Digital Witness” portal.  A notation shall be made in the Incident
Report documenting the fact that the digital media was uploaded to the above site.  It is the
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responsibility of the handling station or unit to then retrieve the digital items.

Voluntary Consent Not Obtained from Member of the Public

If voluntary consent to view or relinquish the film, tape, or storage source is not obtained, the following
standards shall be adhered to.  The film, tape, or storage source shall not be seized unless:

It is believed to contain evidence relevant to a homicide and exigent circumstances exist which indicates
that the evidence will be lost absent a seizure of the evidence;
Department personnel at the rank of commander or higher approves the seizure because it is believed
to be of evidentiary value in a felony crime, deputy-involved shooting, in-custody death, or force incident
and the exigencies of the situation demand it and there is no other means to guarantee that the contents
of the film, or tape, or storage source will be preserved as evidence because it is reasonable to believe
that the recording will be destroyed, lost, tampered with, or otherwise rendered useless as evidence
before a warrant can be obtained;
To accomplish an involuntary seizure, Department personnel may temporarily seize the film, tape, or
storage source no longer than reasonably necessary to diligently seek a search warrant authorizing the
seizure, viewing, and copying of the film, tape, or storage source.  Such temporary warrantless seizure
may be accomplished only in a situation wherein an immediate seizure of the film, tape, or storage
source is the only way to preserve the evidence.  Personnel may not search the contents of the property
absent a warrant, unless it is objectively reasonable to believe that immediate viewing of the film, tape,
or storage source is necessary to prevent death or serious bodily injury to another person before a
warrant can be obtained;
In all instances, a Receipt for Seized Property (SH-CR-624) shall be issued to the individual in
possession of the film, tape, or storage source.  When the film, tape, or storage source does not contain
relevant evidence, it shall be immediately returned to the owner or individual who had possessed it.

Photographs, Video, or Audio Recorded by Members of the Press

Pursuant to Federal statute 42 USC Section 2000aa-(a), it is unlawful for personnel, in connection with an
investigation or prosecution of a criminal offense, to search for or seize the work product of a person
reasonably believed to have a purpose of disseminating information to the public, such as a reporter,
journalist, radio commentator, author, filmmaker, or internet blogger, unless:

Valid consent has been obtained; or
A warrant or court order has been obtained; or
There is reason to believe the immediate seizure of such material is necessary to prevent the death of or
serious bodily injury to a human being; or
There is probable cause to believe the person possessing such materials has committed or is
committing the criminal offense to which the materials relate.  The criminal offense in question cannot
merely be the receipt, possession, communication, or withholding of the work product unless it relates to
national defense, classification information, restricted data, or the exploitation of children.

In addition to the requirements set forth in this policy, if Department personnel deem it appropriate to seize
film, audio or video tape, and/or photography, audio, or videotaping equipment or storage sources from
members of the public with press credentials or members of the public who have identified themselves as
press, Department personnel shall immediately notify the Sheriff’s Information Bureau and note that fact in the
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first report.  Seizure of the film, tape, storage source, or equipment in question may then be accomplished in
accordance with the following procedures: 

Advise the member of the press of the purpose for the contact or detention;
Ask the member of the press whether he or she recorded/captured data relevant to the incident;
If the member of the press acknowledges recording/capturing relevant data and voluntarily consents to
allow review and/or supply a copy to the Department, personnel shall:

Immediately notify his or her supervisor and the Sheriff’s Information Bureau;
Collect and document receipt of the data;
Document the request and response on an official incident report;

If the member of the press acknowledges recording/capturing relevant data and refuses to allow review
and/or provide a copy of the recorded/captured relevant data or refuses to state whether they
recorded/captured relevant data, Department personnel shall:

Immediately notify his or her supervisor;
Instruct the member of the press not to destroy, alter, or delete the recorded/captured relevant
data;
Document the request and refusal on an Incident Report;
Assist in the preparation of appropriate subpoena and/or warrant documents for production of the
requested data;
Request the member of the press provide their personal identification, press credentials, and
contact information.
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5-04/020.40 - Record of Evidence in Case Report
Deputy personnel, detectives, or specialists receiving evidence to be taken into custody of the Department
shall be provided with the following data for inclusion in the case report:

Name of investigating deputy and unit;
Name of person relinquishing possession of the evidence;
Name of person finding the evidence (if other than the person named above);
Exact location where the evidence was found;
The rank or title of the person turning over the evidence;
Case file number being used;
Description of the evidence;
Description of the mark placed on the evidence by the person relinquishing it.
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5-04/030.10 - Department Evidence Courier System
Scientific Services Bureau shall provide personnel for an evidence courier system for the regular pickup and
delivery of evidence to be examined by the laboratory.  Courier service to stations/units, regional laboratories,
and participating law enforcement agencies will be dependent upon the personnel resources of Scientific
Services Bureau.

Scientific Services Bureau evidence couriers shall NOT, except upon prior approval of the Bureau
Commander or his representative:

Transport narcotics evidence, except for marijuana, in excess of eight ounces or approximately 227
grams per each file number. Couriers may transport that amount of marijuana evidence which is
reasonable and manageable by the courier, but not to exceed five pounds;
Transport currency in excess of $400.00;
Transport liquid blood samples for examination by the Biology Section;
Transport firearms for which a safety check has not been performed and documented; 
Transport possible fire debris evidence which:

Is not properly contained in vapor barrier packaging such as metal cans or Kapak® heat sealable
containers;
Is contained in appropriate packaging material but inadequately sealed as indicated by odor;
Contains possible ignitable liquids in excess of one fluid ounce (about 30 ml);

Transport possible explosives and/or explosive devices;
Transport bulky items;
Transport large quantities of evidence;
Transport Nitrous Oxide (N2O) tanks.
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5-04/040.00 - Booking of Property/Evidence Items
All items or coherently packaged groups of like items of property and evidence pertaining to a case are listed
and described in a designated section of the Incident Report (SH-R-49) or on the Evidence/Property Listing
page as an addendum to the Incident Report (SH-R-49).  Prisoners’ property shall be listed on a B&PR (SH-
J-293).

All such property and evidence, including prisoner property that does not accompany the prisoner to a custody
facility, shall be entered into PRELIMS as soon as possible, labeled, and placed in an appropriate storage
location, and that transfer shall be logged in PRELIMS.  (See sections 5-04/040.20 Initial Booking Of
Property/Evidence In PRELIMS and 5-04/040.40 Property/Evidence Label.)

A Receipt for Found Property (SH-AD-213) shall be prepared by Department personnel for any property that
is not inmate property or property not held as evidence and shall be given to the individual that found the
property.  See section 5-04/120.00 Found Property.

A Receipt for Property (SH-AD-19) shall be prepared by Department personnel for any property held as
evidence, property held for safekeeping, or property surrendered for purposes of destruction or disposition
and shall be given to the owner, if known, or individual relinquishing custody of the property. See sections 5-
04/140.00 Surrendered Property and 5-04/150.00 Property for Safekeeping.
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5-04/040.10 - Property/Evidence Item Number
Property/evidence items from a single case (see Section 5-04/000.30 PRELIMS Case Identifier) are
assigned sequentially generated item numbers based on the date and time of entry. Item number generation
in PRELIMS is based on the sequence the items are entered and does not differentiate between categories
of property or evidence.

The primary property/evidence item identifier in PRELIMS is the combination of the case number and the
PRELIMS-generated item number and is to be used on all labels, transmittals, and receipts for accountability
purposes. See section 5-04/000.30 PRELIMS Case Identifier.
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5-04/040.20 - Initial Booking of Property/Evidence in PRELIMS
Booking of a property/evidence item in PRELIMS includes entry of information regarding the case, the item,
and any names associated to the item, such as victim, suspect, etc.  Items shall be fully described as to
quantity, size, color, brand, serial number, or other identifiable characteristics.  The serialized number from
transparent, plastic evidence bags shall be entered in PRELIMS for items packaged in such containers.

Fields requiring entry are indicated by a red asterisk in PRELIMS.
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5-04/040.30 - Evidence/Property Listing Page
The Evidence/Property Listing page is a list of evidence and property booked in PRELIMS and is generated
directly from PRELIMS.  The Evidence/Property Listing page is attached to the Incident Report (SH-R-49) or
Supplemental Report.

Revised: 3/12/2015

Manual of Policy and Procedures : 5-04/040.30 - Evidence/Property Listing  Page
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Current Revision
Printed: 8/24/2023 (LASD)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Pg. 1 / 1DEFENDANTS 06241
EXHIBIT L

000545

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 257 of 301   Page ID
#:12657



5-04/040.40 - Property/Evidence Labels
Property and evidence coming into possession of the Department shall be entered into PRELIMS and
immediately labeled with bar-coded evidence labels generated via PRELIMS. PRELIMS-generated
property/evidence labels shall have the following format:
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5-04/040.60 - Affixing Property/Evidence Labels
PRELIMS will generate bar-coded property/evidence labels.  Care shall be taken in affixing the
property/evidence label to the appropriate evidence or property item.

Labels shall be affixed to the property in such a manner that the label will not separate from the item.  If
the item has no surface to which an adhesive label will adhere, a tag may be tied to it, and the property
label affixed to the tag;
Labels shall not be placed where they may cause damage when removed;
Labels shall be placed on the exterior of the packaging material used; 
For property placed in a clasp-type, paper envelope, the label shall be placed approximately two inches
below the top portion of the envelope to allow sufficient space to handprint the URN at the top of the
envelope; 
Staples shall not be used to affix property labels to the property.  Staples are only to be used to affix the
Scientific Services Bureau Laboratory Receipt (SH-CR-126) to the colored sealed area at the top of
the transparent evidence bag.  If the item has no surface to which an adhesive label will adhere, a tag
may be tied to the item and then the property label affixed to the tag;
Narcotic evidence shall be placed in a serialized transparent evidence bag and the label affixed to the
exterior of the bag in the area imprinted “Property/Evidence Label here”;
Currency shall be placed in a transparent evidence bag and the label affixed to the exterior of the bag in
the area imprinted “Property/Evidence Label here”;
Blood shall be placed in the appropriate blood sample envelopes. Urine sample jars shall be placed in
the appropriate plastic bag.  The evidence shall be identified by filling in all required information on the
blood sample envelope or urine jar yellow label. Labels generated by PRELIMS shall be affixed to the
blood evidence envelope or to the urine jar plastic bag, as appropriate;
Handguns, rings, and other items of similar size shall be placed in reinforced manila property
envelopes.  Labels shall be affixed to the exterior of the envelopes;
Currency, coins, collectibles, or valuables shall be placed in transparent evidence bags when possible.
Labels shall be affixed to the exterior of the bag in the area imprinted “Property/Evidence Label here”;
Inmate property (i.e., bulk property) and money from released prisoners that is left at a station shall be
entered into PRELIMS by the station jailer, deputy, or station property custodian and labeled
appropriately;
When an existing property/evidence label needs to be replaced due to damage or when changes to the
URN or other information relevant to the item are necessary, the new label shall be placed in close
proximity to the existing label (any portion of the existing label shall not be obscured by any part of the
new label).  The individual placing the new label on the package shall line through the old label with a
single strikethrough (do not obliterate with pen or marker or remove the old label from the package) and
place his/her initials and date across the old label and onto the package to indicate who changed the
label and when the change occurred.
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5-04/040.70 - Initial Storage Location of Property/Evidence Upon Booking
Upon booking a property/evidence item into PRELIMS, the item defaults to the custody of the individual
logged into PRELIMS.  Department personnel responsible for the booking of the item shall electronically
transfer custody of the item in PRELIMS to an appropriate interim storage location and physically place the
item in that location.  See section 5-04/070.00 Storage of Property/Evidence.
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5-04/050.00 - Category, Item Type, and Status for Property/Evidence in
PRELIMS
Property and evidence booked into PRELIMS shall be identified by CATEGORY and ITEM TYPE for tracking
and processing purposes.  PRELIMS will assign an initial STATUS to each item.  The STATUS is used to
determine retention periods and disposition of each item.  The STATUS may change based on case
circumstances.  All changes to the STATUS of a property/evidence item shall be recorded in PRELIMS.
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5-04/050.10 - Category - Property and Evidence
For the purpose of tracking and processing items in PRELIMS, each property and evidence item is classified
into a distinct group called a CATEGORY.

Categories in PRELIMS include the following:

Digital Media (Scientific Services Bureau use only)

That digital media used by Scientific Services Bureau personnel to capture images used to document crime
scenes.

Evidence

Any property related to a crime or incident that may implicate or vindicate a person from a criminal charge.

Found Property

Non-evidentiary property determined to be lost or abandoned and is not known or suspected to be connected
with a criminal offense.

Found Property value greater than $250

Non-evidentiary property determined to be lost or abandoned and is not known or suspected to be connected
with a criminal offense with an estimated value greater than $250.00.

Inmate Property

Property belonging to an inmate, previously referred to as ‘bulk’ property, and/or personal property.

Safekeeping

Any property not related to a crime that is placed in the custody of the Department for temporary protection for
eventual return to its rightful owner.  Inmate property is not to be booked into PRELIMS under the CATEGORY
of ‘Safekeeping.’

NOTE:    Typically firearms and weapons are submitted for safekeeping; however, other items may also
be submitted for safekeeping.

Surrendered

Any property turned over to the Department by the rightful owner for the sole purpose of disposing of the
property by the Department.

NOTE:    Typically firearms (e.g., Gifts for Guns) and weapons are surrendered; however, other items
may also be surrendered to the Department for disposal purposes.

Manual of Policy and Procedures : 5-04/050.10 - Category - Property and  Evidence
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Current Revision
Printed: 8/24/2023 (LASD)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Pg. 1 / 2DEFENDANTS 06246
EXHIBIT L

000550

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 262 of 301   Page ID
#:12662



Revised: 3/12/2015

Manual of Policy and Procedures : 5-04/050.10 - Category - Property and  Evidence
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Current Revision
Printed: 8/24/2023 (LASD)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Pg. 2 / 2DEFENDANTS 06247
EXHIBIT L

000551

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 263 of 301   Page ID
#:12663



5-04/050.20 - Item Type - Property and Evidence
For the purpose of tracking and processing items in PRELIMS, in addition to CATEGORY, each property and
evidence item is further classified as a specific ITEM TYPE.

A list of current item types is accessible in PRELIMS.

The following ITEM TYPES shall be handled as indicated below:

Keepsakes and Collectibles

The keepsakes and collectibles item type may include any currency or coin with a value greater than that
negotiable on its face (numismatic value).  Keepsakes and collectibles are stored in the safe under the direct
supervision of the watch commander.  When a keepsake or collectible item is stored in the safe, it shall be the
responsibility of the watch commander or designee to update the status of such item to HOLD in PRELIMS.

Currency (US)

currency (US) of any amount as described above shall be stored in the safe under the direct supervision
of the watch commander. 
currency (US) items with a STATUS of HOLD shall not be deposited to the Sheriff’s Trust Fund.
currency (US) items with a STATUS of DEPOSIT shall be deposited into the Sheriff’s Trust Fund as
soon as feasible.

Currency too bulky for storage in the safe (such as large coin collection) shall be transported to the Central
Property custodian for storage. See section 5-04/070.30 Storage of Bulk Property/Evidence.

Additional procedures for handling currency where the CATEGORY is Found or Found greater than $250 are
found in section 5-04/120.20 Found Property Processing and Disposition.

Counterfeit currency

Counterfeit currency shall be released to the local office of the U.S. Secret Service as soon as feasible. 
Counterfeit currency is stored in the safe under the direct supervision of the watch commander until such time
as it is released to the U. S. Secret Service. 

Foreign Currency

Due to its frequent unknown value or intrinsic worth, foreign currency shall be stored in the safe under the direct
supervision of the watch commander. 

Seized Currency

The need to hold money intact shall be closely scrutinized by the watch commander and approved only if the
money is unique or has evidentiary value due to its markings or serial numbers.  Seized currency is stored in
the safe under the direct supervision of the watch commander. 
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Valuables/High Value Items

An item with any item type, whether its CATEGORY is Evidence, Found Property, Inmate Property,
Surrendered or Safekeeping, may be considered a ‘valuable’ or a ‘high value’ item.  Valuables are defined as
those items which include, but are not restricted to, jewelry (with or without precious stones), loose precious
stones, silver ingots, gold coins, etc.  The watch commander shall determine if items are of sufficient value for
storage in the safe.  Items determined to be a ‘valuable’ or ‘high value’ item shall be stored in the safe under
the direct supervision of the watch commander. 

The STATUS of any item, regardless of ITEM TYPE or CATEGORY, considered to be a ‘valuable’ or ‘high
value’ item shall be updated in PRELIMS to HOLD, particularly in the case of currency or currency as a
collectible to ensure it is not deposited.  It shall be the responsibility of the watch commander or designee to
update the status of any item considered to be high value to HOLD.
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5-04/050.30 - Status - Property and Evidence
For the purpose of tracking and processing items, PRELIMS will assign an initial STATUS to each property
and evidence item. STATUS is used to determine retention periods and disposition. There may be exceptions
to the rules assigning an initial status to an item.  Those exceptions are generally based on the item type.

The status of an item may be changed by the case investigator or designee at any time with warranted
justification.

Statuses include the following:

1. 6 MONTH DISPOSE

A STATUS of 6 MONTH DISPOSE is assigned to evidence items in non-felony cases.  Such
items are disposed of directly from Central Property and Evidence (CPE) ten months from the
item’s booking date in PRELIMS.  By Department policy, an item can stay at a station for no more
than 120 days before it is transferred to Central Property.  Six months after transfer to Central
Property custodian, the item is disposed of without further contact or notification to the unit or
approval by investigating officer.

2. 12 MONTH DISPOSE

A STATUS of 12 MONTH DISPOSE is assigned to blood and urine samples collected on Driving
Under the Influence-related cases.  Such items can be disposed of directly from the station/unit
367 days from the item’s booking date in PRELIMS without any further contact or notification to the
unit or approval by the investigating officer.

3. HOLD

A STATUS of HOLD is assigned to an item if said item is to be retained intact as evidence in a
court case, as a collector’s item, or as part of a set and a felony charge is associated to the case
as Charge 1 in PRELIMS. Items with a HOLD STATUS are held intact indefinitely until:

a) The investigating officer approves the disposal of the item by changing the STATUS in
PRELIMS to READY TO DISPOSE, or READY TO RELEASE TO OWNER, and

b) Lieutenant or designee approval of the STATUS change is recorded in PRELIMS.

The HOLD STATUS of each item is reviewed every six months by the investigating officer.  If the
HOLD STATUS is to be continued, investigating officer approval and lieutenant or designee
approval is required in PRELIMS.

For cases where Homicide Bureau, Special Victims Bureau, or Civil Litigation Unit is the
investigating agency, evidence with a STATUS of HOLD is reviewed every two years.  If the HOLD
STATUS is to be continued, investigating officer approval and lieutenant or designee approval in
PRELIMS are required.  See section 5-04/170.10 Retention Review/Property Clearance Lists.

4. DEPOSIT
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A STATUS of DEPOSIT is assigned to items with an item type of currency or seized currency
which are to be deposited in an appropriate account, e.g., Sheriff’s Trust Fund.

5. FOUND

A STATUS of FOUND is assigned to non-evidentiary property determined to be lost or
abandoned and is not known or suspected to be connected with any criminal offense. 

6. EX PARTE

A STATUS of EX PARTE is assigned to an item per an Ex Parte order; typically these are
narcotics-related items.

7. READY TO DISPOSE

A STATUS of READY TO DISPOSE is assigned to evidence/property items when there is no
need to retain the item and no other procedures apply.  An item with a READY TO DISPOSE
status can be disposed of via the Central Property custodian.

8. READY TO RELEASE TO OWNER

A STATUS of READY OT RELEASE TO OWNER is assigned to Inmate Property items or
assigned to an item when the investigating officer authorizes the item to be released to an owner.

9. IMMEDIATE DISPOSE

A STATUS of IMMEDIATE DISPOSE is assigned when an item can be disposed of directly from
the station/unit.

10. DISPOSED

A STATUS of DISPOSED is assigned when an item has been disposed of from the custody of the
Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department.
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5-04/050.40 - Serialized and Non-Serialized Property/Evidence
All stations/units shall comply with Penal Code section 11108 which mandates that "...serialized property
which has been reported stolen, lost, found, recovered or under observation be entered directly into the
appropriate Department of Justice automated property system for firearms, stolen bicycles, stolen vehicles or
other property, as the case may be."  The individual booking the item into PRELIMS shall be the party
responsible for ensuring that the item is entered into the appropriate DOJ automated property system
accurately.

NOTE:    The task for the actual entry into the appropriate DOJ system may be delegated to or
performed by Department personnel other than the individual that booked the item into PRELIMS. 

Reports of stolen, non-serialized property which have unique characteristics or inscriptions permitting
accurate identification shall be sent directly to the Special Services Section (Department of Justice) by letter
or teletype.

The result of the record entry in the appropriate Department of Justice automated property system is a File
Control Number (FCN), Crime Gun File Control Number (FCN) and a system printout listing the FCN.  A copy
of the system printout with the FCN shall be attached to the outside of the package containing each piece of
property/evidence bearing a serial number and non-serialized property having unique characteristics that is
transported to the Central Property custodian.  The FCN shall be entered into PRELIMS.  This is typically done
by the station/unit Evidence and Property custodian.
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5-04/060.00 - Property/Evidence Accountability
PRELIMS is the official chain of custody and accountability system for all evidence and property in the custody
of the Department.

All activity in PRELIMS is tracked. This activity is accessible by authorized Department personnel through an
electronic audit trail in PRELIMS.
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5-04/060.10 - Watch Sergeant Verification of Property/Evidence
The watch sergeant or designee shall verify the PRELIMS entry, including the category, item type, any
attributes and item description, labeling and packaging for each property/evidence item, and shall personally
ensure that the item was placed into the interim storage room/locker or other appropriate storage location.
The watch sergeant or designee shall electronically confirm this verification in PRELIMS for each item.  The
Evidence/Property Listing page shall be filed with the incident or supplemental report in the case file.  See
section 5-04/040.30, Evidence/Property Listing Page.
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5-04/070.00 - Storage of Property/Evidence
All property/evidence items shall be stored in a secure manner in a secure facility.  Unit commanders shall
designate authorized areas within the confines of the station/unit for the storage of property and evidence.
Property/evidence shall not be stored in personal lockers or in unauthorized areas.

All storage locations shall be identified in PRELIMS using a unique description of the location, and each
location shall be marked with a PRELIMS-generated barcode label. 

Upon initial booking of the property/evidence items in PRELIMS, Department personnel responsible for
booking the items shall physically secure the property/evidence items in a secure evidence location
appropriate for the specific items as soon as possible after booking the items and record this transfer in
PRELIMS. For example, narcotics evidence shall be stored in the Narcotics repository; bicycles may be
stored in the station property room or in an overflow room used to store bulk or large items. 
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5-04/070.10 - Storage System At Station/Unit
All station/units shall employ a standardized property and evidence storage system as follows:

Items will be stored in clasp type manila envelopes in numerical order according to the assigned URN
sequential number, then in ascending order by item number;
The PRELIMS-generated property/evidence label shall be placed approximately two inches below the
top of the envelope to allow sufficient space to handprint the URN at the top of the envelope.  This is
done so that the URN and item number are readily visible; 
All items for each URN or PRELIMS case identifier shall be placed in envelopes, where appropriate,
and the envelopes shall remain unsealed;
All envelopes shall be filed on shelves or in boxes by URN sequential.

All envelopes shall be filed on shelves or in boxes by URN sequential regardless of whether the envelope
contains an item of property or just a notation of where property is stored. (Index cards may be used in place
of envelopes). Individual shelves and boxes shall be tagged to note the series of numbers they contain.
Storage boxes shall be arranged by calendar month for easy reference as to the length of time an item has
been held at the station.

It is preferable, but not required, that all firearms, including handguns and long guns, be stored in a separate,
secure area and not comingled with general evidence.  This secure area may be part of station’s general
evidence and property room.

Exception:     Alcoholic beverages, blood and urine specimens, and rape kits shall be stored separately in
sequential order by URN or by citation number.  This procedure allows for timely clearance.

Exception:     Scientific Services Bureau shall establish a storage system compatible with PRELIMS.  See
section 5-04/160.40 Storage/Return of Evidence by Scientific Services Bureau.
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5-04/070.20 - Storage System Utilizing PRELIMS
The station/unit property custodian, under the direct supervision of the station/unit property lieutenant, shall
maintain the standardized PRELIMS storage system.  The unit property custodian shall have discretion to add
or revise storage locations to meet the needs of a particular station/unit, and such additions or revisions of
storage locations shall be coordinated with the PRELIMS Administrator/Help Desk.

Each PRELIMS-defined storage location has a two-part identifier (CUSTODY OF/LOCATION) defined as
follows:

CUSTODY OF:

Generally an area, room, or building at a specific facility which may store specific type of property or
evidence.  For example:

ELA Bulk 1                East Los Angeles Station Bulk Evidence – area used to store bulk
property/evidence at East Los Angeles Station

ELA General 1          East Los Angeles Station General Evidence – area used to store general
property/evidence, such as the unit’s property room

LASD Personnel      Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department Personnel – used when an item is in the
custody of LASD personnel

LOCATION:

The physical location such as a row or shelf where the item is located;
If the item is in the physical custody of a Department member, that individual shall be responsible for the
items, and the LOCATION shall be identified in PRELIMS with the individual’s employee number.

CONTAINER:

A container in PRELIMS is a box, virtual box, or like container which can hold one or more items of property or
evidence.   Each container is identified with a unique number and is labeled with a PRELIMS-generated
barcode label.  Once created, all containers must be logged in PRELIMS to a specific storage location
(CUSTODY OF/LOCATION), even if the container is empty.

PRELIMS tracks all items transferred to the container and tracks where the container is located, i.e., the
specific CUSTODY OF/LOCATION.

The transfer or movement of a container in PRELIMS results in the movement or transfer of all items in the
container.
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5-04/070.30 - Storage of Bulk Property/Evidence
When property/evidence involved in a case is of such bulk or quantity that it is not feasible to store at a
station/unit and the items is essential to an investigation, the watch commander shall contact Central Property
and Evidence (CPE) and arrange for immediate transfer.  Contact the Sheriff’s Headquarters Bureau after
regular business hours. The investigating officer or designee is responsible for booking such
property/evidence in PRELIMS no later than the close of business on the next business day following transport
of items to CPE.  Upon case assignment, the investigating officer shall contact the Central Property custodian
to arrange for continued storage or release.  The originating unit shall be responsible for complying with
11108 PC.  See section 5-04/050.40 Serialized and Non-Serialized Property/Evidence.
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5-04/070.40 - Property/Evidence Not Taken to a Station/Unit
Property or evidence not taken to a station/unit shall be recorded in PRELIMS by the investigating officer and
delivered to the appropriate location (e.g., Central Property and Evidence (CPE), Scientific Services Bureau
(SSB), or other unit that has a secure storage location).  This transfer shall be recorded in PRELIMS. The
originating station/unit shall make appropriate references to item description and storage location in the
original or supplemental report.  The appropriate custodian shall be contacted each time this type of storage
is required.
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5-04/070.60 - "Safe" Storage Locations
Each station/unit shall have a storage location designated in PRELIMS as a safe.  If there is no need for a
safe location or the unit does not have an appropriate storage location that can act as a safe, items requiring
additional security shall be transferred to either the Central Property custodian or another Sheriff’s location
that does have a safe for storage.
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5-04/070.80 - Storage of Property/Evidence Other Than Money and
Valuables
Property and evidence other than money and valuables shall always be stored in securely locked areas by the
station/unit property custodian.  Keys to property storage areas shall be the responsibility of the watch
commander.  The station/unit property custodian shall have one set of keys to property storage locations and
shall give the keys to the watch commander in a sealed envelope to be held in the safe at the end of the
property custodian's duty shift.  No other person shall have, or shall have access to, the key to any property
storage area with the following exceptions:

When a station/unit property custodian is not on duty, the on-duty watch sergeant shall be permitted to
have a key and shall be responsible for opening and placing property into the interim storage
area/locker.  Such transfers into/out of the interim storage area/locker shall be recorded in PRELIMS.
The watch sergeant shall obtain the key to the interim storage area/locker from the watch commander
and return it at the end of each shift.  The watch sergeant shall be responsible for the interim storage
area/locker and shall promptly relock it as soon as incoming property has been placed therein.  No other
person shall have access to the key;
The watch commander of a shift on which a station/unit property custodian is not on duty shall personally
withdraw property from the main storage room for court, Scientific Services Bureau or for return to the
owner.  Such transfers into/out of the main storage room shall be recorded in PRELIMS. No other
person shall be permitted access to the storage room.

When the watch commander and/or watch sergeant places or removes evidence or property into/from the
interim storage area or other storage locations or to the custody of an individual, he/she shall be responsible
for updating PRELIMS to reflect the current location of the items.  This is necessary to maintain the chain of
custody of the property/evidence items.
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5-04/080.00 - Transfer of Property/Evidence
For chain of custody purposes, ALL transfers or movement of property/evidence items within the Department
shall be recorded in PRELIMS.  An interim removal form is not required.  Any item transferred to/from an
individual to a storage location or to another individual will require validation of the transfer via Personal
Identification Number (PIN) entry in PRELIMS.  The following types of transfers shall be recorded in PRELIMS:

Transfer of items from one storage location to another storage location within the same facility/unit;
Transfer of items from a storage location to an individual (PIN required);
Transfer of items from an individual to a storage location (PIN required);
Transfer of items from one individual to another individual (two PINs required);
Transfer of items from an individual to the custody of the court; See section 5-04/080.10 Interim
Removal, Transfer and/or Release of Property and Evidence to Court;
Transfer of items between facilities requires the items to be transferred to an individual first and then to
the storage location or individual at the second facility (PINs required);
Transfer of items into or out of a secure location, such as a safe, requires two  PINs, one of the person
placing the item in the secure location and the second of the person approving the transfer, such as the
watch commander.
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5-04/080.10 - Interim Removal, Transfer And/Or Release of Property and
Evidence to Court
Any interim removal, transfer, and/or release of property/evidence for court purposes shall be recorded in
PRELIMS.

When a property/evidence items is to be taken to court, the items shall be transferred to the custody of a
Department member.  This transfer shall be recorded in PRELIMS.  An Out to Court (SH-AD-583) form shall
accompany any items taken to court.  The form shall be used to record the final disposition information on
items retained by the court.  When a final disposition has been entered into PRELIMS for items retained by
court, the Out to Court form shall also be scanned into PRELIMS for chain of custody purposes.  See section
5-04/030.00 Transportation of Evidence.

Transfer of property/evidence items from the Central Property custodian for the purpose of taking the items to
court is only performed during normal working hours and should be completed in sufficient time to ensure
availability on the designated court date. The Department member to whom the items is transferred is
responsible for the safety and security of the property/evidence items.

The Out to Court (SH-AD-583) form is printed from PRELIMS upon the custody transfer of the items to the
individual and shall include the following pre-printed information:

Complete URN, including PRELIMS item number for each item;
Name of individual, including employee number, who has custody of the items;
Date items transferred to individual;
Item type and description of property/evidence items;

To maintain the chain of custody, property/evidence items removed for court shall be picked up on the court
date and an Out to Court (SH-AD-583) form printed and given to the individual retaining custody of the items. 
When evidence is retained by the court, the deputy completing and returning the Out to Court (SH-AD-583)
form shall obtain the verifying court seal and the signature of the court clerk and shall record on the form the
court name, department or division, the court case number, and the date the items  is being retained at court.

When the evidence/property items is not retained by the court, the items shall be returned to the station
property custodian or Central Property custodian the same day.
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5-04/080.20 - Interim Removal of Property/Evidence for Investigative
Purposes
Property/evidence removed temporarily from the property storage area for investigative reasons shall be
transferred in PRELIMS to the custody of the individual and will require entry of the individual’s Personal
Identification Number (PIN) in PRELIMS.  The chain of custody record will show the items in the custody of the
individual to whom it was transferred until such time as the items is returned to the station/unit property
custodian or Central Property custodian and the custody of the item is transferred to the appropriate storage
location in PRELIMS. During the time the items is in the custody of the individual, that individual is responsible
for maintaining proper chain of custody.  Items shall be returned as soon as feasible.
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5-04/080.30 - Transfer of Property/Evidence to Central Property
Property and evidence shall be maintained at decentralized facilities for a minimal time period.  The collective
repository for items shall be Central Property.  Found property shall be transferred to Central Property within
30 days of the item’s booking date in PRELIMS in accordance with section 5-04/120.20 Found Property
Processing and Disposition.  Deliveries should be scheduled with the Central Property custodian.

Property and evidence items, monies with a HOLD status, and valuables shall be held at the station/unit no
longer than 120 days from the item’s booking date in PRELIMS and shall be transferred to Central Property
within 90-120 days, or sooner, of the item’s booking date in PRELIMS.  See section 5-04/090.20 "Hold"
Currency.

Property can be transferred to Central Property prior to the 120-day maximum; however, processing of
property for transfer to Central Property shall commence no later than 90 days from the time the property is
held to ensure transfer within the 120-day maximum.  Deliveries should be scheduled with the Central Property
custodian.

Each month the station/unit property custodian shall gather property/evidence items stored at the station/unit
90-120 days from the items booking date in PRELIMS for transfer to Central Property.  PRELIMS will facilitate
this operation by reporting items of property/evidence that meet these criteria.

Only those items which are needed for a specified court appearance or a continuing active investigation,
blood and urine specimens, and opened alcoholic beverages or samples shall be excluded from transfer to
Central Property.

Property and evidence excluded from transfer to Central Property for a pending trial date or an active
investigation shall be authorized in writing by the unit property lieutenant and is subject to review at the end of
each 30-day period.  These written authorizations shall be scanned into PRELIMS to document this written
authorization.

Evidence and property held by Internal Criminal Investigations Bureau, Homicide Bureau, and Scientific
Services Bureau for investigative and/or laboratory examination purposes shall be exempt from the 120-day
time mandate for transfer to Central Property. These units are not required to obtain written authorization by
the unit property lieutenant to retain evidence and property at their respective units past this 120-day time limit.
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5-04/150.00 - Property for Safekeeping
Deputy personnel may confiscate personal property from a member of the public for the purpose of
safekeeping leading towards possible return of the item to the individual or his designee.  Likewise, a
member of the public may surrender an item to the custody of the Department for the same reason. Property
for safekeeping may consist of personal property items (typically firearms and/or weapons) that require
safekeeping as a result of the owner’s infirmity, accident, or arrest. Property of this nature coming into the
possession of the Department shall be entered into PRELIMS as Safekeeping (CATEGORY).

If the item confiscated for safekeeping is a firearm, the owner must submit authorization from the Department
of Justice (DOJ) prior to the investigating officer authorizing the release of the firearm to the owner.  Upon
presentation of the DOJ authorization by the owner, the investigating officer and lieutenant or designee shall
authorize the release of the firearm to the owner in PRELIMS, generate an Authorization to Release Property
or Evidence (SH-AD-121) in PRELIMS, and give it to the owner.  The Central Property custodian shall release
the firearm to the owner upon the presentation of both the DOJ authorization and Authorization to Release
Property or Evidence (SH-AD-121). 

If the items is confiscated or surrendered due to Section 5150 of the Welfare and Institutions Code and/or
Section 8102 of the Health and Safety Code and 72 hours have elapsed, both the DOJ form and a court order
authorizing release of the firearm is required.

See Section 5-04/180.30 Release of Property/Evidence to Owner – Firearms.
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5-04/170.00 - Evidence/Property Retention Review, Clearance Lists, and
Status Changes
An initial STATUS is assigned to each evidence/property item when the item is booked into PRELIMS.  The
STATUS is used to determine retention periods and disposition.  See section 5-04/050.30 Status – Property
and Evidence.
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5-04/170.10 - Retention Review/Property Clearance Lists
Property or evidence with a HOLD STATUS is stored by the Central Property custodian after transfer of the
items from the station/unit.  When the investigating agency is other than Homicide Bureau, Special Victims
Bureau, or Civil Litigation, an electronic action item generated in PRELIMS requesting a retention review will
be sent to the investigating officer and alternate investigating officer of record in PRELIMS initially ten months
from the items’ booking date in PRELIMS and every six months thereafter if retention is continued (HOLD
STATUS remains unchanged) until the item is disposed of.

When Homicide Bureau, Special Victims Bureau, or Civil Litigation is specified as the investigating agency in
PRELIMS, the notification requesting a disposition update will be sent initially 28 months from the items’
booking date in PRELIMS and every two years thereafter if retention is continued (HOLD STATUS remains
unchanged) until the item is disposed of.

If there is no investigating officer assigned to the case or if the name of the investigating officer or alternate is
not entered into PRELIMS, the Detective Bureau (DB) Lieutenant of the investigating agency will receive the
action item and will be responsible for ensuring that the retention review is conducted.

If no action is taken by the investigator within 30 days of the electronic retention review action item (clearance
lists) being sent, station/unit command staff will be notified via an electronic action item in PRELIMS,
requesting the retention review be completed so that property/evidence can be disposed of and removed from
the Department’s custody as rapidly as possible. 

For all items with a HOLD STATUS for which continued retention is requested (HOLD STATUS remains
unchanged) by the investigating officer or alternate investigating officer, concurrence of the property lieutenant
or designee shall be obtained in PRELIMS; i.e., a second approval must be obtained.

For all items with a HOLD STATUS and booked with a felony charge for which disposal is requested (HOLD
STATUS changed to READY TO DISPOSE or READY TO RETURN TO OWNER STATUS) by the
investigating officer or alternate investigating officer, concurrence of the property/DB lieutenant or designee
shall be required in PRELIMS for firearms, narcotics (including marijuana), keepsakes/collectibles, and
currency and/or if the item was seized for the purposes of DNA identity. This lieutenant or designee level
approval is required to ensure compliance with Penal Code Sections 1405 and 1417 (Post Conviction laws).
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5-04/180.00 - Disposition of Property and Evidence
Property and evidence shall be disposed of as quickly as feasible.  All units shall institute a policy that
prevents property/evidence from being held at the unit, Central Property, Scientific Services Bureau, etc.,
when it is no longer required in conjunction with a court case, a legal retention requirement, or an active
investigation.  Those items no longer needed shall be immediately returned to the owner (items’ STATUS
changed to READY TO RETURN TO OWNER in PRELIMS) or disposed of by the Central Property custodian
(item’s STATUS changed to READY TO DISPOSE in PRELIMS.)

The Central Property custodian shall be responsible for appropriately disposing of property/evidence with a
READY TO DISPOSE STATUS.
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5-04/180.20 - Release of Property/Evidence to Owner
Property not held originally as evidence or no longer needed as evidence shall be released to the legal owner
provided doing so does not violate the law or Department policy.

Both investigating officer and lieutenant or designee approval in PRELIMS is required to release property to
the owner when the item is a firearm, keepsake/collectible, narcotics (including marijuana), or currency and/or
if the item was seized for DNA identity. Approval to release property/evidence to an owner is obtained in
PRELIMS when the investigating officer and lieutenant or designee, when appropriate, change the items’
status to READY TO RELEASE TO OWNER in PRELIMS.  Property shall be physically released by the watch
commander or the property custodian. Investigating officers having case responsibility for the seized property
may be designated to physically release the property to the owner.

NOTE:    For additional information regarding the releasing of a firearm, refer to section 5-04/180.30,
Release of Property/Evidence to Owner – Firearms. 

Authorization to Release Property or Evidence form listing all items authorized for release to owner shall be
generated in PRELIMS and given or mailed to the owner after required approvals obtained. 

NOTE:    PRELIMS has phased out the previous manner in which property/evidence was booked;
however, there may be instances where an Authority for Release of Property form (SH-AD-121) will be
required. 

The property may be released to the owner at the station by the Evidence Property Custodian or the
investigating officer, or it may be hand delivered to the owner at the discretion of the investigating officer.  The
owner shall present satisfactory evidence of identification prior to the release of the property.  Upon
verification of identification, the items shall then be transferred to a final disposition location of “Disposed from
LASD” in PRELIMS, and two copies of the transfer receipt shall be printed.  To complete the transfer, the
owner shall sign for the property in PRELIMS via an electronic signature pad or, if a signature pad is not
available, sign each copy of the transfer receipt form printed from PRELIMS.  One copy is given to the owner,
and the second copy shall be scanned to the case in PRELIMS and placed in the unit URN file, if appropriate.

Property seized as the result of a search warrant shall be released only when the Authorization to Release
Property or Evidence form or Receipt for Property (SH-CR-19e) is accompanied by a copy of the court order
(see Penal Code Section 1536). The court order shall be scanned to the case in PRELIMS.
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5-04/180.30 - Release of Property/Evidence to Owner - Firearms
 firearm may only be released when the following conditions are met:

Investigating officer and lieutenant or designee approval to release the firearm is recorded in PRELIMS
via updating the item’s status to READY TO RELEASE TO OWNER.  Personnel shall also ensure that
the person retrieving the firearm is described as the claimant or owner in PRELIMS; 
The owner of record shall be notified in writing when the firearm is eligible for release.  Authorization to
Release Property or Evidence form shall accompany this written notification; 
The owner of the firearm presents satisfactory proof of identification, as well as an official California
Department of Justice (DOJ) letter stating he/she is eligible to possess a firearm;

NOTE:    The DOJ letter must be presented within 30 days from the date of issuance.  If the firearm is a
handgun, DOJ will issue one eligibility letter for each firearm containing specific information about the
gun (make, model, and serial number).  By contrast, only one, non-specific letter will be issued for all
long guns owned.  Upon processing eligibility letters, DOJ will update the AFS files concerning each
firearm to reflect the applicant’s name.  This transaction will be indicated as an “Operation of Law” or
“LEGR Application.”

The owner pays the storage/processing fees required by our Department for each firearm released at
the station where the firearm was confiscated;
Each firearm shall be checked via the Automated Firearms System (AFS) to confirm it has been
recorded in the name of the person who seeks to recover possession and ensure it has not been
reported stolen;

NOTE:    If the firearm was reported stolen prior to coming into our possession, the fees may be waived.

If AFS does not indicate a registered owner or shows a registered owner with a different name, but the
firearm was legally possessed prior to confiscation, the firearm should be released to the person from
whom it was confiscated, as long as that person has an approved Law Enforcement Gun Release letter.

A court may order the release of a firearm to its owner.  The owner must still satisfy all of the conditions stated
above regarding the release of a firearm.

If DOJ determines the owner is prohibited from possessing any firearm, both the individual and the
Department will be notified via U.S. mail.  If the firearm is otherwise a legal firearm, personnel shall release
these firearm only upon presentation by a licensed firearms dealer of satisfactory proof of identification and a
Power of Attorney (POA) for Firearms Transfer and Disposal (DOJ From BOF 110) which has been signed by
the owner and notarized.  The POA must be presented within 30 days of execution.

The owner must claim, sell, or transfer ownership of the firearms within 180 days of the notice of eligibility for
release.  Firearms not claimed, sold, or transferred within this time period shall be forwarded to the Central
Property/Evidence custodian for disposal (see section 5-04/180.50 Disposition of Property/Evidence Held by
Station or Unit).

When the conditions outlined above are met, the firearm can be released to the owner as described in section
5-04/180.20, Release of Property/Evidence to Owner.  The firearm may be released to the owner at the
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station by the Central Property/Evidence  custodian, or hand delivered to the owner at the discretion of the
investigating officer.  The owner shall present satisfactory evidence of identification prior to the release of the
property.  Upon verification of identification, the items shall then be transferred to a final disposition location of
“Disposed from LASD” in PRELIMS, and two copies of the transfer receipt shall be printed.  To complete the
transfer, the owner shall sign for the property in PRELIMS via an electronic signature pad or, if a signature pad
is not available, sign each of the copies of the transfer receipt form printed from PRELIMS.  One copy is given
to the owner, and the second copy shall be scanned to the case in PRELIMS and placed in the unit URN file, if
appropriate.

NOTE:    PRELIMS has phased out the previous manner in which evidence was booked; however, there
may be instances where an Authority for Release of Property form (SH-AD-121) will be required to
release a firearm.

Property seized as the result of a search warrant shall be released only when the Authorization to Release
Property or Evidence form or Receipt for Property (SH-CR-19e) is accompanied by a copy of the court order
(see Penal Code Section 1536).  The court order shall be scanned to the case in PRELIMS.
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5-04/180.40 - Release of Stolen or Embezzled Property
Penal Code Section 1411 requires that, when the ownership of stolen or embezzled property can be
reasonably ascertained, the owner shall be notified by letter of the location of the property and the method by
which it may be recovered.

Investigating officers shall be responsible for sending a Property Owner's Notification (SH-AD-616) as well
the Authorization to Release Property or Evidence (SH-AD-121) in the following cases:

When suitable alternatives to actual storage exist (see section 5-04/000.10 Necessity for Seizing and
Storing);
Upon conviction of the suspect;
If the District Attorney's office makes a decision not to file the case; or
Upon termination of the case proceedings.

Penal Code Section 1413 authorizes the release of stolen or embezzled property to the owner by the clerk or
person having charge of the property.  This section outlines the procedures to be followed when returning such
property.

This does not apply to any dangerous or deadly weapons, narcotic or dangerous drugs, explosives, or any
property which is prohibited by law. 

The person claiming ownership of stolen or embezzled property and who requests the release of such
property shall:

Present to the person in charge of the property satisfactory proof of ownership of the property;
Present acceptable personal identification;
Sign, under penalty of perjury, a Declaration of Property Ownership (SH-AD-614).

The clerk or person in charge of the property shall:

Make two copies of the proof of ownership and return the original to the claimant;
Retain the signed Declaration of Property Ownership (SH-AD-614);
Advise the claimant to return in 15 days;

Exception:     In the cases of vehicles released to registered owners, items which are serialized or have
identifying marks where the person has proof of ownership or perishable goods, immediate release is
discretionary.

Mail the following to the person from whose custody the property was last removed, either via County
mail to the facility at which the person is in custody or to the last known address for the individual if
released from custody:

A Notice of a Claim of Property Ownership (SH-AD-615);
A copy of the proof of ownership accepted.  (Address of claimant to be obliterated on this copy.)

The served person shall be advised in the Notice of a Claim of Property Ownership (SH-AD-615) that
response must be made within 15 days to the Department listing the reasons for challenging the release of the
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property.

If the served person requests that the property not be released:

The person having charge of the property shall review the reasons given as to why the property should
not be released; 
The clerk or person having charge of the property shall then make the determination as to whether or not
the property should be released to the claimant; 
This decision shall be reviewed and approved by the watch commander of the handling station/unit prior
to releasing the property.

If the decision reached is to release the property to the claimant, the clerk or person having charge of the
property shall:

Photograph the property;
Release the property to the claimant by having the claimant sign for the item in PRELIMS as outlined in
section 5-04/180.20 Release of Property/Evidence to Owner;
Upon verification of claimant’s identification, the items shall be transferred to a final disposition location
of “Disposed from LASD” in PRELIMS and three copies of the transfer receipt shall be printed.  To
complete the transfer, the owner shall sign for the property in PRELIMS via an electronic signature pad
or, if a signature pad is not available, sign each of the three copies of the transfer receipt (Receipt for
Property (SH-R-19)) printed from PRELIMS.  One copy is given to the owner; the second copy shall be
sent to Records and Identification Bureau; the third copy is first scanned to the case in PRELIMS and
subsequently placed in the unit URN file, if appropriate;
Notify the person from whose custody the property was taken that the property was released to the
claimant and advise said person that a review of the Department’s decision may be obtained by
applying to the court.  This notification shall be accomplished by sending the person a copy of the
completed notice of a claim of property ownership signed by the watch commander.  The court, upon
proper application, will review the decision to release the property to the claimant;
Scan the photographic record, declaration of property ownership, and copy of proof of ownership into
PRELIMS.

The file shall be retained for two years from the date the final property disposition was entered into PRELIMS.

If the decision is not to release the property, the claimant and the person from whose custody the property was
taken shall be so advised.  The clerk or person having charge of the property shall also advise both parties
involved that any further petitions or applications for the release of the property shall be handled directly
through the court.  This notification shall be accomplished by sending the parties involved a copy of the
completed notice of a claim of property ownership signed by the watch commander of the handling
station/unit.

In those cases where the property has been transported to the Central Property custodian, the claimant shall
be issued an Authorization to Release Property or Evidence (SH-AD-121) and be advised to retrieve the
property from the Central Property custodian.  When presented the Authorization to Release Property or
Evidence (SH-AD-121), the Central Property custodian shall:

Photograph the property;  
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Release the property to the claimant by having the claimant sign for the item in PRELIMS as outlined in
section 5-04/180.20 Release of Property/Evidence to Owner;  
Upon verification of claimant’s identification, the items shall be transferred to a final disposition location
of “Disposed from LASD” in PRELIMS and three copies of the transfer receipt shall be printed.  To
complete the transfer, the owner shall sign for the property in PRELIMS via an electronic signature pad
or, if a signature pad is not available, sign each of the three copies of the transfer receipt (Receipt for
Property (SH-R-19)) printed from PRELIMS.  One copy is given to the owner; the second copy shall be
sent to Records and Identification Bureau; the third copy is first scanned to the case in PRELIMS and
subsequently placed in the unit URN file, if appropriate;
Notify the person from whose custody the property was taken that the property was released to the
claimant and advise said person that a review of the Department’s decision may be obtained by
applying to the court.  This notification shall be accomplished by sending to the person a copy of the
completed notice of a claim of property ownership signed by the watch commander.  The court, upon
proper application, will review the decision to release the property to the claimant;
Scan the photographic record, declaration of property ownership, and copy of proof of ownership into
PRELIMS;  
Advise unit of the date the property was released.

The unit property lieutenant shall notify the concerned parties that the property has been released.

Outlying stations may request that the Central Property custodian return the property to the station for release. 
The station shall release it to the claimant pursuant to the above procedures.

Revised: 3/12/2015

Manual of Policy and Procedures : 5-04/180.40 - Release of Stolen or  Embezzled Property
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Current Revision
Printed: 8/25/2023 (LASD)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Pg. 3 / 3DEFENDANTS 06275
EXHIBIT L

000579

Case 2:20-cv-09876-DMG-PD   Document 84-7   Filed 04/12/24   Page 291 of 301   Page ID
#:12691



5-04/180.50 - Disposition of Property/Evidence Held by Station/Unit
Property/evidence of no value as evidence or no value for sale can be destroyed at the station/unit.  Lieutenant
or designee approval is required prior to destruction when the items are transferred to a final disposition
location of “Disposed from LASD” in PRELIMS by the unit property custodian.  Upon completion of the
transfer, the STATUS of property/evidence disposed in this manner is updated in PRELIMS to DISPOSED.

All property and evidence of resale value that is not released at the station/unit shall be transferred to Central
Property custodian for final disposition.

All contraband not authorized for destruction at the unit shall be transferred to the Central Property custodian
for final disposition.

Narcotic contraband, paraphernalia, and devices shall be transferred to Central Property custodian for final
disposition.  Narcotics Bureau, in collaboration with the Central Property custodian, shall be responsible for
final disposition of all narcotic contraband, paraphernalia, and devices. See section 5-04/180.80 Destruction
of Narcotic Evidence.

Items for which the owner is unknown, cannot be contacted, or the owner does not wish to claim shall be
transferred to the Central Property custodian for final disposition.

Items which the owner wishes to claim and the owner can be contacted shall be held at the station/unit.  The
owner shall be notified by the investigating officer to pick up the property.  Property not claimed within 30 days
shall be forwarded to the Central Property custodian.  Property forwarded to Central Property and not claimed
within 90 days can be disposed.

If the item is a firearm, the legal owner must claim, sell, or transfer ownership of the firearm within 180 days of
being notified the weapon is eligible for release. Firearms not claimed, sold, or transferred within this period
of time shall be forwarded to the Central Property custodian for final disposition.

Property of value for Department use may be acquired with proper authorization. No property shall be used by
stations/units until proper authorization is received.  Units seeking to acquire unclaimed property shall request
the Division budget representative to originate a Request for Property Acquisition (SH-AD-558). Division
approval must be by signature of a Division Commander or Chief and departmentally approved by the
Director, Fiscal Administration (see section 5-04/190.20 Acquisition Request and Release of Unclaimed
Property).

Revised: 3/12/2015
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5-04/180.60 - Disposition of Property/Evidence Held by Central Property
Property not held originally as evidence or no longer needed as evidence for which the owner is unknown, the
owner cannot be contacted, or the owner does not wish to claim the property shall be disposed of by the
Central Property custodian provided doing so does not violate the law or Department policy.

The Central Property custodian shall determine if the property has value and shall dispose of such property by
auction, release to Sheriff’s Youth Foundation, release to the Department of Children and Family Services,
release to Probation Department, or similar organizations, destroyed due to no value, etc., under the authority
of Los Angeles County Code Section 2.34.100, Disposition of Abandoned Property.

Investigating officer and lieutenant or designee approval, when appropriate, is required prior to disposal of
any property held as evidence.  This approval is recorded in PRELIMS when the item’s STATUS is updated to
READY TO DISPOSE. 

The STATUS of property/evidence disposed in this manner shall be updated in PRELIMS to DISPOSED by
the Central Property custodian.

Narcotic contraband, paraphernalia, and devices shall be transferred to Central Property custodian for
disposition.  Narcotics Bureau, in collaboration with the Central Property custodian, shall be responsible for
final disposition of all narcotic contraband, paraphernalia, and devices.  See section 5-04/180.80 Destruction
of Narcotic Evidence.

Firearms not held originally as evidence or no longer needed as evidence for which the owner is unknown, the
owner cannot be contacted, or the owner does not wish to claim the property shall be disposed of by the
Central Property custodian provided doing so does not violate the law or Department policy. See section 5-
04/180.80 Destruction of Firearms.
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5-04/180.70 - Non-Diversion of Voluntarily Surrendered Firearms
Whenever the owner of a firearm voluntarily elects to surrender such firearm to this Department leading toward
its destruction, the firearm shall not be diverted to private ownership.  Employees shall not suggest, persuade,
offer, or entice individuals who are volunteering to surrender their firearms to sell, barter, trade, or donate such
firearms into private party ownership.  Antique firearms or unique rare firearms may be diverted to the
Department's Scientific Services Bureau's collection, consistent with existing policy and procedures allowing
for firearms transactions (Refer to Penal Code Section 34005(b), Firearms; Alternatives to Destruction;
Conditions for Approval).
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5-04/180.80 - Release of Property/Evidence to Outside Agencies
On occasion, property/evidence items may be released from the custody of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department to a member of another law enforcement agency for investigative purposes only, upon
presentation of satisfactory evidence of identification.

Investigating officer and lieutenant or designee approval, when appropriate, shall be recorded in PRELIMS by
updating the item’s STATUS to READY TO DISPOSE before the items can be released.  The item shall then
be transferred in PRELIMS to a final disposition location of “Disposed from LASD.”  The member of the
outside law enforcement agency shall sign for the item in PRELIMS via an electronic signature pad or, if a
signature pad is not available, sign three copies of the transfer receipt (Receipt for Property (SH-R-19)
printed from PRELIMS.  One copy is given to the law enforcement officer; the second copy shall be sent to
Records and Identification Bureau; the third copy is first scanned to the case in PRELIMS and subsequently
placed in the unit URN file, if appropriate.
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5-04/180.95 - Destruction of Firearms
Firearms not held originally as evidence or no longer needed as evidence for which the owner is unknown, the
owner cannot be contacted, or the owner does not wish to claim the property shall be disposed of by the
Central Property custodian provided doing so does not violate the law or Department policy. See section 5-
04/180.95 Destruction of Firearms.

Investigating officer and lieutenant or designee approval, when appropriate, shall be recorded in PRELIMS by
updating the STATUS of any firearm no longer needed as evidence to READY TO DISPOSE before the items
can be destroyed. 

Upon destruction, the Central Property custodian shall transfer the items in PRELIMS to a final disposition
location of “Disposed from LASD” at which time the item’ STATUS is updated in PRELIMS to DISPOSED.

Any firearm approved for destruction may be acquired for Department use, including acquisition for the
Scientific Services Bureau’s Firearms Section collection, provided appropriate approvals are received.  See
section 5-04/190.20 Acquisition Request and Release of Unclaimed Property.
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5-04/200.00 - Accountability for Released or Disposed of Property and
Evidence
All property and evidence released to an owner or an agent of the owner shall have a Receipt for Property
(SH-CR-19), generated by PRELIMS and signed by the owner or an agent of the owner. The name of the
Department personnel authorizing its release is recorded in PRELIMS and displayed on the Authorization to
Release Property or Evidence form (SH-AD-121).  Both the Authorization to Release Property or Evidence
form (SH-AD-121) and Receipt for Property (SH-CR-19) are generated in PRELIMS. See section 5-
04/180.20 Release of Property/Evidence to Owner; Section 5-04/180.30 Release of Property/Evidence to
Owner – Firearms; and section 5-04/180.40 Release of Stolen or Embezzled Property.

Permanent release of property and evidence to another agency for investigative purposes requires approval
in PRELIMS from the investigating officer and lieutenant or designee, when appropriate.  See section 5-
04/180.70 Release of Property/Evidence to Outside Agencies.

Board of Supervisors approval is required when a case has been adjudicated and the outside agency would
like an item (not originating from that agency) released for other-than-investigative purposes.

Transfer of unclaimed property and items no longer needed as evidence to a Department unit requires
approval as outlined in Section 5-04/190.00 Disposition of Unclaimed Property/Evidence – Department Use.
This approval is recorded in PRELIMS. 

Lieutenant or designee approval is required prior to the destruction of any property/evidence of no value as
evidence or no value for sale at the station/unit.  This approval is recorded in PRELIMS.  See section 5-
04/180.50 Disposition of Property/Evidence Held by Station/Unit.

Miscellaneous receipts and bail form sets shall be secured in an appropriate administrative file.

The white and yellow copies of the Booking and Property Record form (SH-J-293) shall serve as a receipt for
prisoner's property released to that prisoner or to a person designated by the prisoner.  These copies of the
booking and property record, when forwarded to Records and Identification Bureau, are microfilmed and
permanently retained.
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L.A. Sheriff's Department POS

Item Price List

 Date 3/18/2019  Time  2:07:18PM Page  1

Store ID : 18

Ship from location: 18

Price from location: 18

As of : 3/18/2019  Beginning of day

Print units : Preferred

Discount amount is based on Price-1 (shaded)

Order by : Item number

Item # Description Categ/Subcat Vendor # Unit Price-1 Selling 

price

DiscountRegular 

price

Unit 

retail

100 FIREARM RELEASE / Each  54.00  54.00  54.00  54.00

1001 BOOKING PHOTOGRAPH / EACH  16.00  16.00  16.00  16.00

1002 EXTENDED RECORD SEARCH / Each  22.50  22.50  22.50  22.50

1003 RESTITUTION / Each  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00

1004 CERTIFICATION / EMBOSSING / Each  7.00  7.00  7.00  7.00

1005 DOJ EXPEDITE FEE / Each  10.00  10.00  10.00  10.00

1006 FIREARMS FEE / Each  38.00  38.00  38.00  38.00

1007 CHILD FEE (CACI) / Each  15.00  15.00  15.00  15.00

1008 ADDITIONAL SIGNED ORIGINAL / Each  4.00  4.00  4.00  4.00

1009 INCARCERATION LTR CUST BKG #/ Each  25.00  25.00  25.00  25.00

1010 PERSONAL RECORD REVIEW / Each  25.00  25.00  25.00  25.00

1011 INCARCERATION LTR NO BKG #/ Each  45.00  45.00  45.00  45.00

1012 PURGE LETTER / Each  13.00  13.00  13.00  13.00

1013 SUBPOENA (PER MICROFILM PAGE)/ Each  0.20  0.20  0.20  0.20

1014 SUBPOENA (PER PAGE) / Each  0.10  0.10  0.10  0.10

1015 SUBPOENA PER 1 HOUR RESEARCH/ Each  24.00  24.00  24.00  24.00

1016 SUBPOENA PER 1/4 HOUR RESEARCH/ Each  6.00  6.00  6.00  6.00

1017 APPLICANT PHOTOGRAPH / Each  2.00  2.00  2.00  2.00

1018 ELDER CARE / Each  10.00  10.00  10.00  10.00

1019 FINGERPRINT ROLLER / Each  25.00  25.00  25.00  25.00

1020 DOJ LIVE SCAN FEE / Each  32.00  32.00  32.00  32.00

1021 Commercial I.D. / Each  10.00  10.00  10.00  10.00

1022 Commercial I.D. / Each  10.00  10.00  10.00  10.00

103 CLEARANCE LETTER w/ SEARCH/ EACH  35.00  35.00  35.00  35.00

104 REPOSSESSION / Each  15.00  15.00  15.00  15.00

105 ADDITIONAL LABOR NO URN / Each  10.00  10.00  10.00  10.00

13 PHOTOCOPY PER PAGE 11+ / Each  0.13  0.13  0.13  0.13

14 EVIDENCE COPY PER PAGE / Each  0.10  0.10  0.10  0.10

2001 RECORD REVIEW-# 1 / Each  63.00  63.00  63.00  63.00

2002 DOJ REVIEW PLUS SCAN / Each  50.00  50.00  50.00  50.00

2003 CHILD DAY CARE APPLIC'N / Each  99.00  99.00  99.00  99.00

2004 FOSTER FAM/GROUP HOME (CDSS)/ Each  57.00  57.00  57.00  57.00

2005 RECORD REVIEW-# 3 / Each  46.00  46.00  46.00  46.00

2006 SEC GUARD W/ FIREARM & SCAN/ Each  112.00  112.00  112.00  112.00

2007 SECURITY GUARD/FIREARM NO SCAN/ Each  87.00  87.00  87.00  87.00

2008 PRIVATE ADOPTION BKGND CHECK/ Each  89.00  89.00  89.00  89.00

2009 DAYCARE /FOSTER CARE (CDSS)/ Each  88.00  88.00  88.00  88.00

2010 ADULT DAY CARE APPLIC'N (CDSS)/ Each  84.00  84.00  84.00  84.00

2011 GENERAL LICENSE APPL DOJ+FBI/ Each  74.00  74.00  74.00  74.00

2012 PUBLIC GUARDIAN ID CLEARANCE/ Each  60.00  60.00  60.00  60.00

2013 RECORD SEARCH W/LETTER / Each  35.00  35.00  35.00  35.00

2014 ID CLEARANCES / Each  43.00  43.00  43.00  43.00

2015 RECORD REVIEW (DOJ) / Each  50.00  50.00  50.00  50.00

2016 RECORD REVIEW-# 5 / Each  48.00  48.00  48.00  48.00

2017 ELDERCARE APPLICATION / Each  86.00  86.00  86.00  86.00

2018 FINGERPRINT ROLLER DOJ + FBI/ Each  99.00  99.00  99.00  99.00

2019 MCB COUNTY LICENSE / Each  94.00  94.00  94.00  94.00

2020 TRAVEL CLEARANCE / Each  31.00  31.00  31.00  31.00

2021 Foreign Adoption Letter / Each  42.00  42.00  42.00  42.00
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L.A. Sheriff's Department POS

Item Price List

 Date 3/18/2019  Time  2:07:18PM Page  2

Item # Description Categ/Subcat Vendor # Unit Price-1 Selling 

price

DiscountRegular 

price

Unit 

retail

2022 LICENSE APPLICANT DOJ / Each  57.00  57.00  57.00  57.00

2023 TRAVEL/VISA IMMIGRATION DOJ CK/ Each  46.00  46.00  46.00  46.00

2024 DMV Fingerprint / Each  46.00  46.00  46.00  46.00

2025 CHILD DAY CARE VOLUNTEER / Each  97.00  97.00  97.00  97.00

2026 State CORI Fee (DOJ) / Each  42.00  42.00  42.00  42.00

2027 Fed CORI Fee (FBI) / Each  15.00  15.00  15.00  15.00

2028 ADULT DAY CARE/REHAB VOLUNTEER/ Each  40.00  40.00  40.00  40.00

228 ADDITIONAL RECORD FOUND / Each  24.00  24.00  24.00  24.00

229 RECORD SEARCH FEE / Each  35.00  35.00  35.00  35.00

2290 RECORD SEARCH PER 1/4 HOUR/ Each  6.00  6.00  6.00  6.00

2301 VEHICLE OVERNIGHT PARKING PERM/ Each  3.00  3.00  3.00  3.00

2302 OVERSIZE VEH OVERNIGHT PERMIT/ Each  10.00  10.00  10.00  10.00

239 WARRANT SEARCH / Each  10.00  10.00  10.00  10.00

246 TOWED/IMPOUNDED VESSEL FEE/ Each  50.00  50.00  50.00  50.00

2461 VESSEL STORAGE 1ST 72HRS / Each  0.90  0.90  0.90  0.90

2462 VESSEL STORAGE LONG TERM/ Each  1.35  1.35  1.35  1.35

2463 Impounded Vessel Fee / Each  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00

248 LIVE SCAN FINGERPRINT / Each  25.00  25.00  25.00  25.00

249 FINGERPRINT (DOJ) / Each  32.00  32.00  32.00  32.00

254 CHILD ABUSE CENTRAL INDEX / Each  15.00  15.00  15.00  15.00

255 FINGERPRINT (FBI) / Each  17.00  17.00  17.00  17.00

3764 TRUST FUND / Each  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00

61 LYNWOOD TOW FEE / Each  125.00  125.00  125.00  125.00

612 LYNWOOD IMPOUNDED VEHICLE FEE/ Each  170.00  170.00  170.00  170.00

613 LYNWOOD CRIMINAL IMPOUND FEE/ Each  220.00  220.00  220.00  220.00

62 INDUSTRY TOW FEE / Each  50.00  50.00  50.00  50.00

63 LA HABRA TOW FEE / Each  180.00  180.00  180.00  180.00

64 LA PUENTE TOW FEE / Each  168.00  168.00  168.00  168.00

65 LA CANADA TOW FEE / Each  93.00  93.00  93.00  93.00

66 COMPTON TOW FEE / Each  50.00  50.00  50.00  50.00

67 COUNTY TOWED VEHICLE FEE / Each  93.00  93.00  93.00  93.00

670 VEH RELEASE W/LICENSE PLATE/ Each  93.00  93.00  93.00  93.00

68 PICO RIVERA TOW FEE / Each  235.00  235.00  235.00  235.00

70 WEST HOLLYWOOD TOW FEE / Each  40.00  40.00  40.00  40.00

701 Diamond Bar Tow Fee / Each  100.00  100.00  100.00  100.00

702 WALNUT TOW FEE / Each  93.00  93.00  93.00  93.00

71 DUARTE TOW FEE / Each  98.00  140.00  140.00  140.00

72 ROSEMEAD TOW FEE / Each  125.00  125.00  125.00  125.00

73 SOUTH EL MONTE TOW FEE / Each  140.00  140.00  140.00  140.00

7374 WITNESS FEE DEPOSIT - PER DAY/ Each  275.00  275.00  275.00  275.00

74 TEMPLE CITY TOW FEE / Each  144.00  144.00  144.00  144.00

740 SIERRA MADRE TOW FEE / Each  133.00  133.00  133.00  133.00

741 SIERRA MADRE DUI TOW FEE / Each  423.00  423.00  423.00  423.00

75 LOMITA TOW FEE / Each  100.00  100.00  100.00  100.00

76 RANCHO PALOS VERDES TOW FEE/ Each  83.00  83.00  83.00  83.00

791 DUI Norwalk Vehicle Tow Fee / Each  305.35  320.50  320.50  320.50

80 Palmdale Tow Fee / Each  93.00  93.00  93.00  93.00

81 Lancaster Tow Fee / Each  80.00  80.00  80.00  80.00

84 <<Key-In Misc. Description>> / Each  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00

86 CRIME REPORT / Each  25.00  25.00  25.00  25.00

90 TRAFFIC REPORT / Each  25.00  25.00  25.00  25.00

91 FINGERPRINT CARD / Each  8.00  8.00  8.00  8.00

9260 CITATION CORRECTION / EACH  17.00  20.00  20.00  20.00
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Item # Description Categ/Subcat Vendor # Unit Price-1 Selling 
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DiscountRegular 
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Unit 
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--  End of report  --
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