Case 3:23-cv-00209-SPM Document 232-12 Filed 09/13/24 Page 1 of 150 Page ID #16465

Page 1
1 IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DI STRICT OF I LLINO S
2
CALEB BARNETT, et al., )
3 )
Pl aintiffs, )
4 ) Case No.
-Vs- ) 3:23-cv-209- SPM
5 )
KWAME RAQUL, et al., )
6 )
Def endant s. )
A i )
DI ANE HARREL, et al., )
8 )
Plaintiffs, )
9 ) Case No.
-VS- ) 3:23-cv-141- SPM
10 )
KWAME RAOUL, et al., )
11 )
Def endant s. )
12 | m e )
JEREMY W LANGLEY, et al., )
13 )
Plaintiffs, )
14 ) Case No.
-VS- ) 3:23-cv-192- SPM
15 )
BRENDAN KELLY, et al., )
16 )
Def endant s. )
A e )
FEDERAL FI REARMS LI CENSEES OF )
18 ILLINO S, et al., )
)
19 Plaintiffs, )
) Case No.
20 -VS- ) 3:23-cv-215-SPM
)
21 JAY ROBERT "JB" PRI TZKER, et )
al ., )
22 )
Def endant s. )
23
VI DEOCONFERENCE DEPGCSI TI ON OF JAMES RONKAI NEN
24 August 2, 2024

Veritext Lega Solutions
WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376



Case 3:23-cv-00209-SPM Document 232-12 Filed 09/13/24 Page 2 of 150 Page ID #16466

Page 2 Page 4
1 The videoconference deposition of JAMES 1 CONTINUED:
2 RONKAINEN, taken remotely before JUNE M. STEARNS| 2 EVANS& DIXON, LLC by
3 CSR, RMR, and Notary Public, pursuant to the MS. KATHERINE FAY ASFOUR
4 Federal Rules of Civil Procedure for the United 3 MS KERRY BANAHAN DAGESTAD
5 States District Courts pertaining to the taking of 211 North Broadway, Suite 2500
6 depositions, commencing at 10:04 am. Eastern Time 4 St Louis, Missouri 63102 .
7 on August 2, 2024. 314.621.7755 | 31_4.621.3136 (fax)
8 5 kasfour@evans-dixon.com
9 ok E ] kbanahan@evans-dixon.com
10 . on behalf of the Randolph County
1n There were present via videoconference at 7 Defendants;
12 thetaki ng of this deposm on the foIIowing 8 BECKER, HOERNER & YSURSA, PC by
13 counsel: MR. THOMASR. YSURSA
14 9 5111 West Main Street
SWANSON, MARTIN & BELL, LLP by Belleville, Illinois 62226
15 MR. ANDREW A. LOTHSON 10  618.235.0020 | 618.235.8558 (fax)
330 North Wabash, Suite 3300 try@bhylaw.com
16  Chicago, lllinois 60611 1 _
312.321.9100 | 312.321.0990 (fax) on behalf of the St. Clair County
17  aothson@smbtrials.com 12 Defendants.
18 on behalf of the Barnett Plaintiffs; 13
19  LAW FIRM OF DAVID G. SIGALE, PC by i;‘
MR. DAVID G. SIGALE 16
20 55 West 22nd Street, Suite 230 17
Lombard, Illinois 60148 18
21 630.452.4547 19
dsigale@sigalelaw.com 20
22 21
on behalf of the Harrel Plaintiffs; 22
23 23
24 24
Page 3 Page 5
1 CONTINUED: 1 INDEX
2 MAAGLAWFIRM,LLCh .
MR THOMAS G, MAAG 2 Witness: Page
3 22 West LorenaAvenue 3 JAMES RONKAINEN
Wood River, lllinois 62095 . .
4 618165201 | 616,851 0421 (120 4 Examination by Ms. Helfrich 6
tmaag@maaglaw.com Examination by Mr. Lothson 237
5 o .
on behalf of the Langley Plaintiffs 2 Further Examination by Ms. Helfrich 246
6
MICHEL & ASSOCIATES, PC by
7 MR.SEANA.BRADY 7 EXHIBITS
180 East Ocean Boulevard, Suite 200 Page
8  Long Beach, California 90802 8 EXHIBIT 1 40
9 Z?rz;;%iﬂeumyasmm Rebuttal Report of James Ronkainen
10 on behalf of the Federal Firearms 9
Licensees of Illinois Plaintiffs;
1 EXHIBIT 2 128
OFFICE OF THE ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL by 10 Declaration of Louis Klarevas
12 MS. GRETCHEN HELFRICH 1
MS. KATHRYN MUSE
13 MR. CHRISTOPHER WELLS 12
115 South LaSalle Street, 20th Floor 13
14 Chicago, Illinois 60603
312.814.3000 14
15  gretchen.helfrich@ilag.gov 15
kathryn.muse@ilag. - . . . .
16 cr?i;)g;n:elrj.wel |'$i?§gov 16 NOTE: Exhibitswere provided for inclusion with
17 on behalf of Defendants Attorney General depositi on transcri pts
Kwame Raoul, Governor Jay Robert "JB"
18 Pritzker, and Director Brendan F. Kelly; 17
19  OFFICE OF THE STATE'SATTORNEY OF MCHENRY 18
COUNTY by 19
20  MR.TROY C. OWENS
2200 North Seminary Avenue 20
21 Woodstock, Illinois 60098 21
815.334.4000
22 tcowens@mchenrycountyil.gov 22
23 on behalf of the McHenry County 23
Defendants;
24 24
2 (Pages2-5)

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376




Case 3:23-cv-00209-SPM Document 232-12 Filed 09/13/24 Page 3 of 150 Page ID #16467

Page 6 Page 8
1 THE REPORTER: Beforeweproceed, Iwill | 1 A Yes | do.
2 ask al counsel to agree on the record that there 2 Q Andyou understand that that is the same
3 isno objection to this Certified Shorthand 3 oath you would take if we were in a courtroomin
4 Reporter administering a binding oath to the 4 front of ajudge?
5 witness remotely. 5 A Yes mdam.
6 Will al counsel state their agreement 6 Q Allright. June, the court reporter, is
7 ontherecord, please. 7 taking down what's being said by everybody, and she
8 MS. HELFRICH: No objection. 8 can't do that or shelll have ahard time doing it
9 MR. LOTHSON: No objection. 9 if wetak over each other. So I'm going to ask
10 MR. MAAG: No objection. 10 you to let me finish my questions, let me come all
11 MR. BRADY: No objection. 11 the way to the end of the question, before you
12 MR. SIGALE: No objection. 12 answer, okay?
13 (Whereupon the witness was 13 A Okay.
14 duly sworn.) 14 Q Andthat'sfor two reasons. It'sfor
15 THE REPORTER: Thank you. 15 June, but it's also so that we can be sure that
16 Please proceed. 16 you're actually answering the question that | ask
17 MS. HELFRICH: Thank you. 17 and not anticipating a different question. So |
18 JAMES RONKAINEN 18 will, likewise, try not to ask a new question until

19 witness herein, called for examination, having been | 19 you have finished answering, okay?
20 first duly sworn viavideoconference, was examined |20 A  Okay.

21 and testified as follows: 21 Q Now, we are both going to break that
22 EXAMINATION 22 rule, everybody aways does, but as we go along
23 BY MS. HELFRICH: 23 I'll try to remind us both to do that and, believe
24 Q Good morning, Mr. Ronkainen. Thank you |24 me, Junewill remind usif she needsto. Sojust
Page 7 Page 9
1 for being here today. 1 be aware that there might be interjections of that
2 I'm Gretchen Helfrich. I'm an 2 sort.
3 attorney with the Office of the Illinois Attorney 3 Mr. Lothson hereis representing --
4 General, and I'm going to be taking your deposition | 4 will be speaking on behalf of the plaintiffs. What
5 today. 5 that meansis he may from time to time object to my
6 A Okay. 6 questions. He's not going to, my questions are
7  Q | represent the State defendants, 7 wholly unobjectionable, but he may object.
8 Governor Pritzker, Attorney General Raoul, and 8 MR. LOTHSON: Objection.
9 Director Kelly of the ISP. 9 BY MS. HELFRICH:
10 So | understand you've given 10 Q Hemay object, and if he does you will
11 depositions many times before; isthat right? 11 answer the question anyway. It'snot like in court
12 A | havegiven depositions previously as an 12 where the judge will rule on the objection.
13 expert, as a corporate witness, and as a fact 13 S0 unless he specifically instructs
14 witness. 14 you not to answer the question, you're going to go
15 Q Now, haveyou given adeposition by Zoom? | 15 ahead and answer it, okay?
16 A No, madam. Thisismy first time. 16 A Yes
17 Q Okay. Well, asyou probably know from 17  Q If youdon't understand a question, would
18 all of those depositions, I'm going to start by 18 you please ask me -- would you please let me know
19 going over some ground rules, and there will be 19 that you don't understand it, all right?
20 some extras that apply to Zoom specifically. 20 A lwill
21 A Okay. 21  Q Andif you answer aquestion I'm going to
22 Q Soasyouknow youare, and | remindyou, |22 assumethat you understood it. Isthat fair?
23 you are testifying under oath today. Do you 23 A Yes, that'sfair.
24 understand that? 24  Q Sothisisalittlebit personal, but |
3 (Pages6-9)
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Page 10
1 haveto ask. Areyou on any medication today that

2 would impair your ability to give truthful
3 testimony?
4 A No, maam, | am not.
5 Q Anything that would impair your ability
6 to remember things accurately?
7 A No
8 Q Isthereany other circumstance existing
9 today that would impair your ability to give
10 truthful testimony or to remember things

11 accurately?
12 A No, maam.
13 Q Allright. So specifically to Zoom,

14 sincethisisyour first time well go over some

15 rulesthat pertain to Zoom. Soyou'rein Kentucky.
16 I'min Chicago. Other folkson thiscall arein

17 lotsof different places. The only way we can talk
18 to each other while we're on the record is through
19 this screen, so that means that when we're on the
20 record the only way you're going to be able to talk
21 toyour attorney isto talk out loud.

Page 12
1 A Okay.

2 Q Sowhat!l wouldliketodois!| would

3 like to ask you not to refer to those unless you

4 tell methat you're going to refer to them.

5 A Yes maam.

6 Q Soifyouredrawinginformation froma

7 source other than your memory or your report, I'd

8 likeyou to let me know that, okay?

9 A Okay.
10 Q If youarehaving any problems with the
11 technology we're using today, please let me know
12 immediately and we will stop and fix it and make
13 surethat June hears everything that we're saying,
14 okay?
15 A Okay.
16 Q Allright. Thanks.
17 Now the name of the lawsuit that
18 you're being deposed in today is Barnett versus
19 Raoul, Number 23-cv-209, pending in the U.S.
20 District Court for the Southern District of

21 lllinois. Areyou aware of that?
22 A Yes
23  Q Andtherearethree other cases that have

24 been consolidated with the Barnett case. Those are

22 Y ou understand that?
23 A Yes
24 Q Okay. Doyou have any other applications
Page 11
1 open on your computer right now?
2 A Idonot.
3 Q Okay. Doyou haveyour cell phone near
4 you?
5 A [Idonot. It'sinanother room.

6 Q Okay. | would ask you to keep it that
7 way for the duration of the day, no other

8 applications, no cell phone.

9 A Understood.

10 Q Allright. Thank you.

11 Do you have any documentsin front of
12 you?

13 A | have my rebuttal report aswell asthe

14 catalogs that were referenced as part of my report.
15 Q Okay. Cataogs, doyou mean Gun Digest?
16 A GunDigest are actually soft copies.

17 These are hard copies of catalogs from Remington,
18 DPMS, Bushmaster, and Advanced Armament Company or
19 AAC. They're part of my file.

20 Q Understood, but in your report you didn't
21 list those as materials that you reviewed except

22 for the manufacturing report.

23 Oh, yes, you did. Sorry; product

24 catalogs. Gotcha. Sorry; my bad.

Page 13
Harrel versus Raoul, 23-cv-141, Langley versus

1
2 Kelly, 23-cv-192, and Federal Firearms Licensees of
3 lllinois versus Pritzker, 23-cv-215.
4 Areyou aware that all four cases have
5 been consolidated?
6 A Yeslam.
7 Q Inpart, consolidated in part.

8 And do you understand that the

9 deposition you are giving today may be used in al
10 four of those cases?

11 A Yes | do.
12 Q Allright. Thank you.
13 So that's it for the preliminaries.

14 Now, I'd like to start with some basic information
15 and definitions. In your report you use the term

16 modern sporting rifle and you abbreviate it MSR,
17 correct?

18 A Thatiscorrect.

19 Q Canyou definewhat you mean when you use
20 that term in your report?

21 A [I'msorry. You broke up there, maam.

22 Could you repeat that?

23 Q Sure. Canyou tell mewhat you mean when
24 you use that term in your report?

4 (Pages 10 - 13)
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Page 14

1 A Thattermappliesto AR-stylerifles,

2 AK-stylerifles, semiautomatic riflesin general.

3 So that's my understanding and my intention in the

4 use of that in the report.

5 Q Doyouknow, and I'monly asking if you

6 know, I'm not asking for alegal conclusion -- so

7 let merephrase.

8 Isit your understanding or do you

9 have an understanding of whether the firearms that
10 are banned under the Protect Illinois Communities
11 Act-- I'msorry. I'm saying this backwards.
12 Would your definition of firearms
13 apply to al of the firearms banned under the
14 Protect Illinois Communities Act, if you know?
15 A | believeit does. | would haveto go
16 back and look at the specifics regarding which
17 particular models are banned, but in my review
18 previoudly of that | believe modern sporting rifles
19 were pretty much completely within the category of
20 banned productsin the state of Illinois.
21  Q Okay. Now astheterm asyou have just
22 defined it, AR-stylerifles, AK-stylerifles, and
23 semiautomatic rifles generaly --

Page 16
1 Q Sowhenyou or when Remington, for

2 example, when you were there, when Remington had to
3 report manufacturing numbers for riflesto the ATF,
4 you know, for those AFMER reports would it report
5 AR-style pistols asrifles?
6 A Thosearereported separately as pistols,
7 | believe.
8 Q Okay.
9 A By therulesthat are applicable for the
10 AFMER sheets that were supplied by manufacturersto
11 BATF.
12 Q Okay. Does modern sporting rifle asyou
13 use the term include shotguns?
14 A Itdoesnot. Thereare some AK-style
15 firearmsthat fire shotshell projectiles. Those
16 potentialy | would consider based on their pattern
17 and style, but in general shotguns utilize a
18 dlightly different layout for the firearm itself.
19 Q Okay. Doesthe category of MSR asyou
20 usetheterm include .50 caliber rifles?
21 A If they are of a semiautomatic operating
22 system, yes, it would.
23 Q Sowhenyou wereat Remington and you

24 A Yes 24 were the head of MSR product devel opment were you
Page 15 Page 17
1 Q --isthattheway theterm was used when 1 overseeing the product development of pistols?

2 you were the director of MSR at Remington?
3 A Yes
4  Q Director of MSR product devel opment.
5 A Yesitwas
6 Q Okay. Doesthat category, pardon meif
7 this sounds weird, does that category include
8 pistols?
9 A Inthefact that it's modern sporting
10 rifles, no, it does not. | understand that there
11 are pistols and handguns that are banned by the
12 particular law in lllinois as well as some
13 shotguns.
14 Q Okay. | understand. I'm not trying to
15 trip you up here. I'm just trying to understand
16 how you use the term.
17 So you would not include pistolsin
18 your definition of MSR?
19 A Youcanhavean AR-stylefirearm that is
20 apistol, and it would include those. It's not
21 handguns such as, you know, Glocks, a conventional
22 pistol like that that -- | don't consider that to
23 be arifle, but modern sporting rifles does include
24 AR-style pistolsin my opinion.

2 A Pistolsinterms of what Remington did
3 were handguns and they were handled by a separate
4 director. If it was an AR-pattern pistol, that
5 would have fallen within my purview. As| recall
6 looking back on the development activities we had,
7 | don't recall doing any pistolsthat were AR-style
8 during my time period in that role, but the company
9 certainly had and sold those.
10 Q Hadandsold pistolsor had and sold
11 AR-15 style pistols?
12 A It had and sold AR-style pistols.
13 Q Okay. And did the product development of
14 any shotgunsfall within your purview?
15 A Wedid not do any work on shotgunsin an
16 AR style. Those were handled within a separate
17 group within the R& D department.
18 Q Okay. Andwhat about .50 caliber rifles,
19 wasthat within your purview?
20 A Itwas. Wedid not offer any in
21 Remington, Bushmaster, DPMS, or AAC, any .50
22 caliber semiautomatic rifles. There were, |
23 believe, abolt-action .50 caliber offered by
24 Bushmaster. That was our sole .50 caliber offering

5 (Pages 14 - 17)

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



Case 3:23-cv-00209-SPM Document 232-12 Filed 09/13/24 Page 6 of 150 Page ID #16470

Page 18
that I'm aware of.

Q That wasn't within your purview there?

A That particular gun sinceit was for
Bushmaster it would have been. We didn't do any
development work on it. That was a design that was
in place when Bushmaster and Remington were
combined.

Q Okay. Arethere any specific calibers or
cartridges that are part of the definition of MSR?

A Not that I'm aware of. A modern sporting
rifle can handle quite alarge range of centerfire
ammunition, all the way from .204 Ruger, .223/5.56
NATO, .243 Winchester, .308 Winchester, up to and
including .338 Lapua Magnum.

So there's awide range of centerfire
calibersthat can be there. There are versions of
MSRs that utilize .22 Long Rifle, whichisrimfire
cartridge as well.

Q Okay. Would you say that your
understanding of the term MSR and the understanding
21 of MSR that wasin place at Remington when you
22 worked thereis an understanding shared in the
23 firearms market?

24 A Generaly | would agree with that. There

© 00N O WDN PP
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Page 20
1 A Theinitials of that are MSR as well,

2 yes, maam.

3 Q Okay. When! usetheterm MSR today |

4 want you to understand that | mean modern sporting
5 rifle, okay?

6 A Understood, maam.

7 Q Andif | mean modular sniper rifleI'll

8 tell you, okay?

9 A Okay.

10 Q Andif you mean modular sniper rifle when
11 you say MSR please tell me, okay?

12 A Yes maam.

13 Q Fair.

14 Another term that you used in your

15 report is AR platform. Can you say what you mean
16 by AR platform?

17 A ARplaformis-- kind of refersto a

18 genera layout for the firearm's construction, a

19 lower receiver assembly, an upper receiver assembly
20 held together with detent pins. The functions

21 within the AR-style platform, the trigger group is

22 within the lower receiver and the bolt is within

23 the upper receiver, the barrel is part of the upper

24 receiver. So that's my interpretation of

Page 19
1 may be certain people that have slightly different

2 interpretations of that, but | think that was

3 the -- the common term that was used through the

4 industry for that style of firearm.

5 Q Okay. Andat itscorewe'retalking

6 about AR-stylerifles, AK-stylerifles, or

7 semiautomatic rifles generally?

8 A Ingenerd, yes.

9 Q Okay. Thank you.
10 MR. LOTHSON: And can | have one point of
11 clarification because Remington had semiautomatic
12 riflesthat were not MSRs.
13 THE WITNESS: That iscorrect. There was
14 the Model 750 and previous to that was the Model
15 7400.
16 BY MS. HELFRICH:
17 Q Okay. I'mgoing to get into some
18 specifics about that --

19 A Okay.
20 Q --later. Thank you, though.
21 Okay. Now, | am also aware that

22 Remington, and | believe this would be Remington
23 Defense, produced a modular sniper rifle and that
24 isaso abbreviated MSR; isthat correct?

Page 21

1 AR style.

2 There are some -- | take that back.

3 Let's stick with that. | was going someplace that

4 doesn't make any sense, so | apologize.

5 Q That'sokay.

6 So do you use theterms AR platform

7 and AR style interchangeably?

8 A Ican,and|l probably didin my report.

9 In my interpretation of that they are
10 interchangeable terms for purposes of, you know, my
11 understanding in describing the type of platform
12 that, you know, I'm discussing.
13 Q Andwhat you just described, the lower
14 receiver held with pins, trigger group in the lower
15 receiver, bolt in the upper receiver, that could be
16 AR platform or AR style?
17 A ARplaformor AR style. It'sanything
18 that follows the -- you know, the traditional AR
19 pattern, if you will, for construction of a
20 firearm.
21 Q Andwhenyou say the traditional AR
22 pattern, are you talking about a pattern based on
23 the AR firearms that were designed at ArmaLitein
24 the'50s?

6 (Pages 18 - 21)
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Page 22
A Yes. Inoveral terms, yes. Thereare

also modern sporting rifles that are based on other
operating systems. For instance, the AK platform
isone and then FALs are another. They -- there

are differences between the AR and the AK and the
FAL, and, you know, those -- we worked only on

really AR style or AR platform weapons at Remington
and Remington Defense, Bushmaster, DPMS, and AAC.

Q Soif I understand you, you just said all
of those companies made M SRs based on the AR
platform, not AK platform, not FAL platform?

A Thatiscorrect.

Q Okay. Andwhat does AR stand for?

A Automatic rifleis my understanding. We
could go back and look at what ArmaLite used for
that, but, you know, it'stwo initials. Lots of
17 people, | think, have applied different namesto
18 what those are. We just kind of ignored whatever
19 they might have connoted and it was AR for us.

© 00N O WDN PP
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20 Q Okay. Soyoudon't carewhat it stands
21 for?

22 A Yes, maam, that's correct.

23 Q Allright. Now the -- specifically the

24 AR -- Strike that.

Page 24
1 Anything produced after 1986, March or May of that

2 time, isnot alowed to be possessed. Guns
3 produced prior to that date are transferable with a
4 tax stamp and with a background check through the
5 BATF.
6 Q Andthe AR-15 that was developed at
7 ArmaLitein the '50s, that was eventually adopted
8 by the military asthe M16 sometimein the first
9 half of the 1960s?
10 A | believethat isthe chronology of what
11 took place. There were upgrades that were done
12 based on experience in the field with the weapon
13 system to improve the reliability. Again, it's out
14 thereinthe public asto exactly all the different
15 things that were done to the original design that
16 Eugene Stoner did.
17  Q Areyou taking about upgrades that
18 happened before the military adopted the rifle or
19 afterwards?
20 A | believeit wasafterwards.
21 Q Okay.
22 A They origindly fielded the gun. Inuse
23 they identified certain shortcomings, and they
24 added design modifications to that in order to

Page 23

1 When you say AR platform do you mean

2 or AR style do you mean AR-15?

3 A AR-15and AR-10.

4 Q Okay.

5 A Whichisalarger version. It'sascaled

6 version of that.

7 Q Andthose were both designed in the '50s

8 at ArmaL.ite, correct?

9 A | believethat iscorrect.
10 Q Andthey weredesigned in responseto
11 specifications from the military, correct?
12 A They were designed at the behest of the
13 military. I'm not certain what exact
14 specifications were provided to ArmalL.ite and to any
15 other companies that were providing example weapons
16 when the government was looking for a new -- new
17 firearm.
18 Q Okay. They were designed for the
19 military?
20 A Theorigina design for thosewasasa
21 weapon for the soldier to carry, which is different
22 than what civilianstypically use. By the National
23 Firearms Act ownership of fully automatic firearms
24 isrestricted and it's based on, you know, law.

Page 25
1 improve the performance of the firearm in the

2 application they had there, which was, you know,
3 fighting awar.

4 Q Okay. Andthenthe AR-15wasinitially
5 sold on the civilian market as a semiautomatic by

6 Caolt, right?
7 A | believethat's correct, yes.
8 Q Okay.

9 A Theremay have been others, other -- they
10 may have gone through another channel, another
11 company may have been involved. Colt wasthe large
12 producer of those for the U.S. military. There may
13 have been other companies involved with it as well,
14 though, in the commercialization for the civilian
15 market.

16 Q Okay. | wanttoask you about the AK

17 platform. What does AK stand for, first of al?

18 A ItisaRussianterm, and | do not know

19 what -- you know, what the specific Russian name is
20 forit. It wasdesigned by Kalashnikov. The

21 initials, again, | know what the gun looks like,

22 but they're Russian words and their English

23 equivaents| do not know.

24 Q Wouldyou agreethat the"K" stands for

7 (Pages 22 - 25)
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Page 26
1 Kalashnikov or Kalashnikova?

2 A ltcould. Itcould.
3 Q Okay. Andthe AK was designed by
4 Kalashnikov for the Russian military in the 1940s;
5 does that sound right?
6 A | believethat isthetime frame that the
7 gunwas developed in, yes.
8 Q Anditwasanautomatic weapon as
9 developed for the military?
10 A Yes | believeso.
11  Q Anditisnow -- AK-style or AK-platform
12 riflesare now sold on the civilian market in
13 semiautomatic versions, right?
14 A Yes They'reonly availablein
15 semiautomatic versions.
16 Q Canyoutell mewhat constitutesthe AK
17 platform in the way you did for the AR platform
18 just afew minutes ago?
19 A My familiarity with the AK platformis
20 obviously much less than what the AR platform is.
21 Again, it'safirearm that has an upper receiver
22 and alower receiver. It's held together, you
23 know, with pins so that it can be disassembled and
24 maintenance can be conducted on it.

Page 28
1 Adams Arms has utilized that and there are several

2 othersaswell.

3 And the ACR from its inception was a

4 gas piston operated, you know, firearm similar in

5 pattern to an AR but utilizing different

6 construction methods. The upper receiver was

7 primarily an extrusion with atrunnion to hold the

8 barrel versus, you know, on an AR it'saforged

9 receiver that's machined and then the barrel is
10 mounted directly toit. So the mechanics are
11 dlightly different, at least in terms of the way
12 thefirearm is constructed.
13 Q Okay. Thisisn't quitethe order | meant
14 to goin, but since we're here at the ACR | want to
15 ask you some more questions about that, if | can.
16 So it's my understanding that the
17 firearm that eventually became the Remington ACR
18 started life as afirearm produced by Magpul ?
19 A Thatiscorrect. Thedesignwas
20 originated by Magpul. Therightsto the design for
21 production were purchased by Bushmaster, and then
22 Remington and Bushmaster became partners, whatever,
23 you know, basically we were owned by the same
24 company, Freedom Group, and Remington Defense

Page 27
1 It utilizes a gas piston system as
2 opposed to the direct impingement system utilized
3 onthe AR. Sothegasis not entering the
4 internals of the bolt carrier group asit ison the
5 AR, it's pushing against the front of a piston, and
6 soit utilizes gas from the fired round that's bled
7 off to operate the action but it's not by directing
8 the gas back into inside the bolt asit is on the
9 AR platform. It'sdoneinto a piston and it
10 operatesthe action that way.
11  Q Sohelp meunderstand, it's my
12 understanding that Remington Defense manufactured
13 someriflesthat had a gas piston system; is that

14 right?
15 A Yes wedid.
16  Q If I'mremembering right, the Remington

17 ACR had agas piston system?

18 A TheACR had agas piston system as well
19 asthe R5.

20 Q Okay. Butyouwould not describe those
21 asAK platform?

22 A No, those the -- the R5 was an adaptation
23 of the AR platform to utilize a gas piston, which
24 other companies have done. In particular | think

Page 29
became involved with the use of that platform then

potentially as aweapon for use by U.S. military.

Q And the weapon that was developed for use
by the U.S. military was a select-fire rifle?

A Yes, maam, it was.

Q Whenit started at Magpul it was a
semiautomatic; isthat correct?

A | would have to go back and look and see
if there's any documentation. It could have. It
could have been, you know, the intent for afull

© 00N OB WDN B
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11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

auto fire may or may not have been there. | don't
have personal information on that to be able to
answer the question for you. I'm sorry.

Q Okay. When it was at Bushmaster or when
Bushmaster got it and started selling it which,
correct meif I'm wrong, they sold it asthe
Bushmaster ACR?

A They did sl it as the Bushmaster ACR,
and it was a semiautomatic only.

Q And then Remington modified the
Bushmaster ACR to create the Remington ACR for the
military?

A Yes. Weactualy worked somewhat early
on in the program in conjunction with Bushmaster on
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Page 30 Page 32
1 that, but eventually we assumed responsibility for 1 other than, you know, the little bit | do know.
2 the Remington ACR within the Remington Defense | 2 Q Okay. And no formal training as a social
3 group. 3 scientist?
4 Q Okay. I'mgoing to ask you some more 4 A No, maam.
5 questions later about the organization of the 5 Q Noformal training as a statistician or
6 companies becauseit'salittle confusing and a 6 dataanayst?
7 little bit dynamic so well try to pin that down a 7 A | bhavedonealot of dataanalysisas
8 little later, but let me go back to some questions 8 part of my job and use of statisticsto analyze
9 about you and your background. 9 test results and, you know, items of that nature.
10 A Okay. 10 So, yes, | have done work with statistics. Am |
11 Q You have adegreein mechanical 11 trained specifically inthat? No, but it's
12 engineering? 12 something | utilized in my job.
13 A Yes maam. 13 Q Areyou heretoday asan expert in data
14 Q Andwheredidyou get that? 14 analysisor statistics?
15 A University of Minnesota. 15 A Asanexpert, no, mdam. I'mhereasan
16 Q Now, can you describe what mechanical 16 expert on firearms.
17 engineering is as opposed to other kinds of 17 Q Okay. Doyou haveany training in survey
18 engineering? 18 methodology?
19 A Mechanical engineering asafieldisa 19 A |Idonot.
20 fairly broad one. It caninvolve alot of things 20 Q Okay. Would it befair, then, to
21 that are actually mechanical. It aso takesinto 21 characterize your training as engineering and your
22 account alot of thingsthat are thermal; for 22 expertise as the firearms industry during the
23 instance, HVAC systems, heating/cooling, things of | 23 period in which you worked in the firearms
24 that nature. 24 industry?
Page 31 Page 33
1 My particular interest in the areas of 1 A | would say that characterizes the core
2 study | did were in mechanical design, so machinery | 2 of what | do and what | know. As| said, data
3 and things of that nature as opposed to the thermal 3 anaysiswas part of what | did on my job. |
4 sciences or other areas within mechanical 4 wasn't strictly design. It was analyzing test
5 engineering. 5 results and understanding how things went. Those
6 Q Okay. | believeyou got abachelor'sin 6 tools apply themselves to areas outside of just
7 mechanical engineering from the University of 7 straight-up design and test results. 1've also
8 Minnesota? 8 been trained in Six Sigma by Remington and the
9 A Yesldid 9 Freedom Group.
10 Q Didyou get any other degrees? 10 So | have some familiarity with it and
11 A | didnot. 11 beyond what you normally would. Interms of what
12 Q Okay. Soby training you are an 12 my day-to-day job isand what | do, it is not data
13 engineer? 13 anaysisbut | do have --
14 A Yes 14 Q Canyouexplain--
15 Q Youarenot ahistorian? 15 A Goahead.
16 A No. 16 Q Canyouexplainwhat Six Sigmaisfor the
17  Q You'renot ahistorian of firearms? 17 record?
18 A No, other than just personal interest. 18 A Six Sigmaisastatistical methodology
19 It'snot my background as a historian. Asyou 19 for analyzing data to understand interrelated
20 said, I'm amechanical engineer. 20 effectsand it allows amore -- amore rapid means
21 Q Andyou're not heretoday as afirearms 21 of arriving at an optimal point for agiven system
22 historian? 22 where many factorsarein play. It allowsyou to
23 A No, maam, just by my own personal 23 do teststhat are efficient and essentially points
24 recollections. | claim no expertise in that area 24 youin the right direction and gets you to the
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Page 34
1 finish line for an optimal design more quickly than

2 traditional one-factor-at-a-time type of testing.
3 Q SoSix Sigma, it'samethod?
4 A It'samethodology and, again, it
5 involvesavery broad area. It can include lean
6 manufacturing and different things like that. The
7 specific areas where | worked were within
8 statistical analysis and optimization via design of
9 experiments.
10 Q Okay. And that wastraining you got from
11 your employer or through your employer?
12 A Yes
13 Q Okay. Your current employment, you say
14 inyour CV you are the owner and managing director
15 at Boundary Oak Enterprises, LLC; isthat correct?
16 A Thatiscorrect.
17  Q Now, isthat named after the tree on the
18 Lincoln farm?
19 A Yougotit, maam. Very good. | live
20 about -- I'm about two miles from Lincoln's
21 birthplace. Soit was an appropriate name, | felt,
22 and it wasn't taken when | went to register my
23 business, so | took it.
24 Q Okay. Andwhat does Boundary Oak

Page 36
1 two.

2 Q Okay. Other than Mr. Lothson and his law
3 firm, are your other clients all firearms
4 manufacturers?
5 A Theother clientsare, yes.
6 Q Okay. Areyou familiar with the National
7 Shooting Sports Foundation?
8 A Yes |am. Infact, my businessisa
9 member of the NSSF.
10 Q Oh, that was my next question.
11 So today when | use the NSSF | mean
12 the National Shooting Sports Foundation, okay?
13 A Okay.
14  Q Allright. Soyour company isamember.
15 Areyou personally a member?
16 A Businessesarealowedto join,
17 individuals are not. So Boundary Oak Enterprises,
18 LLC, isthe member within the NSSF. Soyes. It's
19 my business, hot myself.
20 Q Okay. Haveyou or your business -- other
21 than membership dues, have you or your business
22 ever been donorsto the NSSF?
23 A Wehave donated to their political action
24 committee and other than the | think once or twice

Page 35
1 Enterprises, LLC, do?
2 A Boundary Oak Enterprises, LLC, does
3 contract firearms design work for smaller firearms
4 companies that don't have the engineering staff to
5 do product design or to supplement companies that
6 do haveit, aswell as| do litigation support for
7 expert witness work, corporate witness work, and
8 fact witness work as needed.
9 Q How many employees doesyour company
10 have?
11 A | amtheonly employee.
12 Q Okay. How many clients do you have?
13 A | probably havefour or five. Right now
14 confidentiality agreementsin our contracts don't
15 permit the disclosure of who they are. Obvioudly |
16 am working with Andy and his law firm, Swanson,
17 Martin & Bell, but aside from that I'm really not
18 abletodisclose. I'm sorry.

19 Q Okay. No,that'sfine. | understand
20 that.
21 The other you said four or five

22 clientsright now?
23 A I'vehadfour or five clients
24 historically. Right now I'm working with | believe

Page 37
1 we did that also attended the SHOT Show which

2 requires payment of afee to attend, and aside from
3 the annual membership dues, no.
4 Q Okay. Cumulatively do you know how much
5 you have donated other than SHOT Show attendance
6 and duesto the NSSF?
7 A Ithink $250. That'swhat | remember is
8 somewherein that range. It's 200 to $250 total
9 over thelife of my business, so seven years.
10 Q Okay. Areyour clients, any of your
11 clients, members of NSSF?
12 A | believethey are. | would haveto do a
13 little bit of investigating to confirm that,
14 though.
15 Q Okay. You believe-- let me put it this
16 way. The firearms manufacturers who are your
17 clients, it isyour belief that al of those
18 companies are members of NSSF?
19 A | bdieveso.
20 Q Okay. And sowhat percentage of your
21 income let's say over the last five years has come
22 from clients who you believe are members of NSSF?
23 A Probably off, you know, a
24 back-of-the-envel ope cal cul ation maybe 75 or 80
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1 percent. 1 23-cv-209?
2 Q AndI know thisisintrusive, but how 2 A Yes maam.
3 much income isthat roughly? 3 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. SoI'd like that
4 A Oh,gosh. How many years are we talking? 4 marked as Exhibit 1, please.
5 Q Let'ssayfive 5 (Document was marked Exhibit 1
6 A 350, $400,000 maybe. I'd haveto 6 for identification.)

7 actually go back and ook, Gretchen. | don't have
8 that information at my fingertips. | can certainly
9 go back into my accounting system and look.

10 Ballpark it'sthat. Y ou know, given

11 it'sakind of off-the-top-of-my-head thing it

12 could be lower, it could be higher. | don't put a
13 lot of faith in exactly what that number is| guess
14 would be the way I'd put it.

15 Q Okay.

16 A | believeit'sabout that, but, again, |

17 need to confirm.

18
19
20
21
22

Q Butyourerelatively confident that it's
75 to 80 percent of your income?

A Inyearspast it has been, yes.

Q Okay. I'dliketo talk to you about your
work as an expert witness, as awitnessin general.

7 BY MS. HELFRICH:

8 Q Hereyou say inthe past four years|

9 have provided testimony in the following matters as
10 either acorporate witness or afirearms expert,
11 and then you list four cases, right?
12 A Yes
13 Q Okay. Olinick versus Remington isthe
14 first one, Federal District Court in Pennsylvania.
15 Were you an expert witness there or a corporate
16 witness?
17 A | wasacorporate witnessin that
18 particular case.
19 Q Soyouwereawitnesson behaf of
20 Remington?

21 A Remington and DuPont actually, DuPont and
22 SGPI, the predecessor for -- you know, basically

23 the company that sold Remington to the investment
24 bankers based on the time period that the firearm

23 You listed four casesin your expert report in
24 which you had been deposed or given testimony -- or
Page 39
1 sorry. Let me see.
2 Okay. Youknow what? Let'sdo this
3 now.
4 A Okay.
5 MS. HELFRICH: June, can you let me share
6 screen?
7 THE REPORTER: Yes.

8 BY MS. HELFRICH:

9 Q Okay. Okay. Mr. Ronkainen, can you see
10 adocument that says Rebuttal Report of James
11 Ronkainen?

12 A Yep. It'skind of small, but if | lean
13 ahead | can read it.

14 Q Letmerollitup. How'sthat?
15 A That's better.
16 Q Okay. I'mgoing to scroll through this

17 document, and I'm going to ask you to take alook
18 at it while| scroll and tell meif you recognize

19 thisdocument. 1'm happy to scroll all the way

20 through if you want me to.

21 A Based onpagel | recognize this document
22 asmy report, my rebuttal report.

23 Q Sothat'syour rebuttal expert report in

24 Barnett versus Raoul, this case listed here,

Page 41
in this particular case was produced.
Q And so did your testimony relate to the
time you were employed by DuPont?
A It wasactually as acorporate witness

contemporary with my employment all the way back to
ones that were generated well before | was born.
Q Okay. What was the case about?

1
2
3
4
5 and talking about documents that, you know, were
6
7
8
9 A Itwasaclaimed negligent discharge

10 where ayoung boy was injured.

11 Q What wasthe firearm involved?

12 A ItwasaModel 700.

13 Q Anddo you recal the substance of your
14 testimony? Can you summarize that for me?
15 A Itwasbasically just going over and

16 interpreting, describing the documents that the

plaintiff's lawyer presented with regard to the

18 development of the product and, you know, related
19 to, you know, that litigation up through the time
20 of production of that firearm. | believe the

21 firearm was produced in the 1970sin that case, so,
22 again, it was an older gun.

23 Q Wasitasemiautomatic firearm?

24 A ltwasabolt-action firearm. The Model

11 (Pages 38 - 41)

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



Case 3:23-cv-00209-SPM Document 232-12 Filed 09/13/24 Page 12 of 150 Page ID

#16476
Page 42 Page 44
1 700 isabolt-action firearm. 1 A Yes maam.
2 Q Bolt-action. 2 Q Andinthat case wereyou an expert or
3 The second case is Scott v. Remington, 3 corporate witness?

4 Federal District Court in Alabama. Do you remembel
5 that case?

6 A Yes maam.

7 Q Wereyou an expert or acorporate

8 witness?

9 A | wasacorporate witnessin that case as
10 well.
11  Q And for which corporation?
12 A For Remington.
13 Q Andwhen you say acorporate witness both

14 inthis case and the previous case, do you mean
15 that you were giving testimony on behalf of the
16 corporation?

17 A Yes maam.

18 Q Okay. Soyouwerewhat'scalled a

19 30(b)(6) witness? Areyou familiar with that term?
20 A Yes, | am, and that wastherolel played
21 inthose two cases.

22 Q Okay. Andwhat was Scott v. Remington
23 about?

24 A ThatwasaModel 770 bolt-action rifle,

4 A | wasacorporate witness. That wasa
5 Mode 7, Remington Model 7, bolt-action rifle that
6 wasin disputein that case.

7 Q Wasthat also anegligent discharge case?
8 A Yesitwas
9 Q Andyou wereacorporate -- you were a

10 30(b)(6) -- well, that was a state court. Wereyou
11 the equivalent of a 30(b)(6) witnessin that case?

12 A | believethat's what you would consider
13 it, yes.
14 Q Allright. Andthat was on behalf of

15 Remington?

16 A Yes

17 MR. LOTHSON: And just for clarification,
18 it was actually on behalf of DuPont and a

19 subsidiary of DuPont called Sporting Goods

20 Properties, Inc. Remington was also a defendant at
21 onetimein the Clay matter but has been dismissed.
22 BY MS. HELFRICH:

Page 43
1 an accidental discharge where a young teenaged girl

2 waskilled as the gun was being lowered from a deer
3 stand.
4 Q Andyou said negligent discharge case?
5 A That'swhat | believe how it would be
6 characterized, yes.
7 Q Ortheallegation was negligent
8 discharge?
9 A That wasthedlegation, yes.
10 Q Okay. Andwhat was the substance of your
11 testimony?
12 A Itwas, again, as acorporate witness,
13 30(b)(6).
14 Q Taking about the characteristics of the
15 firearm or what?
16 A No, not so much. That was covered by the
17 expert in the case and the particular findings of
18 that firearm. Mine was more asthe corporate
19 representative to discuss other documents related
20 to -- you know, other corporate documents related
21 tothe case.
22 Q Okay. Thethird caseisClay v.
23 Remington, and thisis state court in Alabama. Do
24 you remember that case?

23 Q Isthat consistent with your
24 understanding, Mr. Ronkainen?
Page 45
1 A Yesitis.
2 Q Okay. Isthat case ongoing; do you know?
3 A Clayisongoing. There'sbeen adecision

4 offered in Scott. | believe Olinick may have come
5 toresolution. I'm not certain of that, so Andy
6 could provide the details on that with better
7 specificity than me.
8 Q Okay. Wdl, well talk to Andy some
9 other time. | want to talk to you today.
10 MR. LOTHSON: | can provide incredible
11 details on these cases, but I'm not giving a
12 deposition today.
13 MS. HELFRICH: | look forward to it.
14 BY MS. HELFRICH:
15 Q Thelast caseis Teaguev. Remington,
16 Federa District Court in Montana. Do you remembey
17 that case?
18 A Yes That wasaMode 700 claimed
19 negligent discharge, involved the death of a
20 young -- | believe a 15-year-old boy in the state
21 of Montana.
22  Q And expert or corporate?
23 A Corporate witnessin that one and maybe
24 asafact witnessaswell. 1'd have to go back and
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Page 46
check, but it was not as the expert in that

particular case.

Q Okay. So-- and corporate withess on
behalf of Remington?

A Inthat caseit would have been -- that
would have been DuPont/SGPI, | believe, based on
the production date of the firearm in question
there.

Q Okay. You asofiled an expert report in
acase called Tosseth v. Remington. Do you
remember that case?

A Yes

Q That wasin North Dakota?

A Yes

Q Andyou were -- | believe you were an
expert witness in that case, not a corporate
witness, right?

A Yeah. That was outside of the four-year
period we listed here, but, yes, | was the expert
on that.

Q Yes yes. No, | understand. You weren't
required to disclose it.

A Yep.

Q Whenwasthat case?

Page 48
1 | believe ultimately Remington was dismissed from

2 the case, and what eventually happened with the

3 result of that after the dismissal | didn't follow

4 any of the particulars on that case.

5 Q Okay. Haveyou provided expert reports

6 in any other cases that you didn't list here?

7 A Theresoneadditiona case, state of

8 Louisiang, it'sBadwin. It'saRemington Model 11

9 autoloading shotgun case. The gentleman was
10 operating the firearm in a method that was unsafe
11 and had adischarge and lost part of his hand
12 because it was over the muzzle of the gun as he was
13 demonstrating its operation to his hunting
14 partners.
15 Q Okay. Andwereyou an expert on behalf
16 of Remington?
17 A Yes. Andthat would probably fall
18 underneath Remington slash -- you know, it's the
19 DuPont/SGPI entity given the production date on
20 that firearm was the early 1900s, nineteen teens.
21 It might have been 1911. It might have been 1917.
22 1'd have to go back and review my report and see
23 what the -- you know, what the serial numbers
24 showed in terms of when it was made, but it was a
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Page 47
A Pardon? Could you repeat that?

Q Whenwasthat case?

A 2018 or'19. I'd haveto go back and
look in my recordsto honestly see. It'sbeena
while.

Q Okay. And you were an expert on whose
behalf? Who engaged you?

A Remington engaged mein that particular
case.

Q Andwhat was the substance of that case?

A Itwasa.22 pistol that was produced by
Berettathat had a misfire using, | believe,
Remington ammunition, and my job in that wasto
examine the gun and provide an expert witness
report on behalf of Remington asto what | believe
happened in that particular case.

Q Remington manufactured the ammunition?

A Yes

Q Wasthere an alegation that the
ammunition had malfunctioned or that was the cause
of the problem?

A It wasindeterminate at the time that the
suit was filed, and it was Remington ammunition
used in a Beretta pistol. Both parties were sued.

Page 49
1 very old gun. | believeit was about -- it was a

2 hundred years old when | examined it.

3 Q Okay. | understand that, but what I'm

4 asking is who engaged you as an expert? Wasit
5 Remington?

6 MR. LOTHSON: I'll object just from the
7 standpoint of my law firm engaged Mr. Ronkainen.
8 THE WITNESS: That's correct. Swanson,

9 Martin & Bell engaged me on that particular case.
10 BY MS. HELFRICH:
11 Q Wasyour -- al right. | would like to
12 ask you some questions now about your patents that
13 you invented or your inventions that you patented |
14 guessis probably the better way to put it.
15 A Okay.
16 Q Accordingtoyour CV you are an inventor
17 or co-inventor on nine U.S. patents; does that
18 sound right?
19 A That sounds correct.
20 Q Andyousay onyour CV variousforeign
21 patents. Do you have a number roughly?
22 A ldonot. I'd haveto actualy go onto
23 the European patent website and search and see. |
24 know that we sought intellectual property
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1 protection for several of the U.S. patents that 1 time one of the initiatives was converting the

2 weregranted. | don't have an answer as to whether 2 ignition of firearms from mechanical percussion,

3 or not we actually were able to achieve a patent 3 striking a conventional primer, to being able to

4 issuance on al of them or, you know, which ones 4 initiate the round with an electronically sensitive

5 exactly. I'd haveto look. 5 or an electrically sensitive primer where a pulse

6 Q Soaretheforeign patentsthat you have, 6 of agiven voltage and amperage for a certain

7 these are patents related to the same inventions 7 period of time would ignite the primer as opposed

8 that you have the U.S. patents for? 8 to the impact of the firing pin on the primer cup

9 A Yes mdam. 9 itsdlf.
10 Q Okay. Soarethereany other inventions 10 The patents we have are with regard to
11 that you have patents for that are not listed in 11 thefiring system and the particular firearm where --
12 your -- in the U.S. patentsyou list in your CV? 12 the aspects of the firearm of that that were unique
13 A No, mdam. 13 and worthy of seeking intellectual property
14 Q Okay. Sol took alook at the patents, 14 protection.
15 and some of the patents are assigned to Remington |15 Q Soyou said that thiswasin the '90s and
16 Arms Company; does that sound right? 16 there was a push for new technology; am |
17 A That would be the mgj -- yeah, they 17 characterizing that correctly?

18 should all be assigned to various corporate forms 18 A Yeah. Yeah. New technology wasthere
19 of the Remington Arms Company depending on when 19 and it was just, you know, one thing that they

20 they were issued. 20 said, hey, you know, could we have afirearm that
21 Q Somewereassigned to acompany called RA | 21 rather than being initiated via percussion as they
22 Brands, LLC. Canyou tell mewhat that is? 22 conventionally had been would it be possible to do
23 A | believethat was alegal entity that 23 onethat wasinitiated with an electrical primer.
24 was set up by our corporate company. Why they did | 24 So there were patents with regard to
Page 51 Page 53

1 it, I'm an engineer, not alawyer, but there was 1 thefirearm itself, which I'm part of; there are

2 a-- they felt there was alegal reason for doing 2 also separate ones for the electronics and the

3 that. | don't know what that particular reason 3 control aspects of it; and then there are patents

4 was, but RA Brandsis one. There may be others 4 aswell for the ammunition, specifically the primer

5 that are listed as assigned to Remington Arms. 5 that's electronically sensitive, that I'm not part

6 Y ou know, I'd have to look at each one 6 of.

7 individually, and why they had the different 7 Q Soitwasadifferent primer?

8 corporate structures I'm not privy to why that was. 8 A Itwasadifferent primer.

9 I'msorry. 9 Q Fromatraditional. Traditional primer
10 Q That'sfine, but RA Brandsisa-- RA 10 you'd usein afiring pin type of situation?
11 Brands, LLC, isan entity within the Remington 11 A Yes maam. Yes, maam. As| described,
12 corporate family? 12 it'sone that was initiated with an electrical
13 A Yes maam, | believe so. 13 impulse versus a mechanical impact.
14 Q Okay. These patents are dated from 1996, 14 Q Sowasthereaspecific reasoninthis
15 the earliest is 1996, the latest is 2013, so these 15 time period why Remington or any other firearms
16 were all from when you worked at Remington? 16 manufacturer was looking for new technologies?
17 A Thatiscorrect. 17 What | mean by that iswas there aniche to fill in
18 Q Allright. Severa of them relateto 18 the market? Was there some other -- you know, |
19 electronic firearms. Can you explain what that 19 know everybody is alwaystrying to develop new
20 means? 20 products, but was there a specific push behind this
21 A Inthemidto late 1990s after the sale 21 one?
22 of Remington Arms from DuPont to Clayton, Dubilier 22 A Theprimary thrust behind this product
23 & Ricethere was a push for developing new 23 was the ahility to initiate the round more quickly
24 technologies and new firearm products. During that 24 than you could with amechanical system. There'sa
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1 term called lock time that's utilized in the 1 Q Whenyou say atarget rifle, do you mean

2 firearmsindustry where when the trigger is pulled 2 like a competition rifle?

3 and the mechanism of the trigger releases the 3 A Yeah, something where you would use for

4 firing pin to strike the primer, the period of time 4 shooting benchrest competitions or other long-range

5 from whenit's released to when it's impacted and 5 activities like that.

6 set off iscalled lock time. 6 Q Okay. Anddidyou ever produce this

7 And on agood bolt-action rifle that 7 firearm?

8 can be about three milliseconds, which, you know, 8 A Yes Itwentinto production| believe

9 for al intents and purposesis very quick, but 9 in 1999, for sale in 2000, and it was on the market
10 during that three-thousandths of a second your 10 for several years, two, threeyearsas| recall.
11 firearmis moving from whereit waswhenyou pulled 11  Q What wasit called?
12 thetrigger and released it, so there'sthe 12 A Mode 700 -- excuse me, if | can say

13 possihility that you could have an excursion of the | 13 this. Model 700 EtronX, and that's E-t-r-o-n-X.

14 barrel and whereyou're pointingit adiightamount |14 Q Of courseitis.

15 from where you intended to haveit. Theelectronic |15 A Yeah.

16 ignition system that we developed basically cutthe |16  Q And how many of those sold in those

17 lock time down to three-millionths of asecond. So | 17 severa years?

18 it was, | think, three orders of magnitude faster. 18 A | would haveto, you know, go back and

19 So there would be the opportunity for 19 consult some records. | don't know. It was on the
20 less excursion of the firearm's muzzle where you're | 20 order of thousands, but | think that particular

21 pointing it at the target between when you pulled 21 product was one where the technology was ahead of

22 thetrigger and when the round initiated, and we 22 what the marketplace was ready to accept.
23 actually said that based on our measurements the 23 Q What do you mean by that?
24 bullet was out of the barrel before the firing pin 24 A Thefact that you have to havein this
Page 55 Page 57
1 would have even impacted the primer on a 1 case a9-volt battery in your firearm in order to
2 conventional firearm with a mechanical firing 2 fireit. Well, in a mechanical-based system the
3 system. Soit -- 3 gunisawaysabletowork. It'snot dependent
4 Q Canyou explain what you mean by -- 4 upon abattery to be able to, you know, fire the
5 A Goahead. 5 round.
6 Q Canyouexplain what you mean by 6 So there was, you know, concern on the
7 excursion? | think | know what you mean, but could 7 part of most of the public. They didn't see --
8 you give us a definition? 8 necessarily feel that the benefits afforded you by
9 A Excursionisthe distance that the muzzle 9 thefaster lock time were worth what their
10 moves. You know, the deviation from where you were 10 perceived reliability issues were with having to
11 pointing when you pulled the trigger to where the 11 have abattery as a power source. What happens if
12 muzzle actually ends up in that period of time 12 you're out hunting, shooting and the battery goes
13 given, you know, the normal motion that's imparted 13 dead and you don't have one, well, then you're done
14 by the human being holding the gun. 14 for the day is kind of the mind-set, | believe,
15 Q Andwasthisélectronic firearm arifle? 15 there, and ultimately, you know, the customers
16 A Itwasabolt-action rifle. 16 weighed in and the product was taken out of
17 Q Bolt-actionrifle. Andwhat -- so 17 production.
18 typically bolt-action rifles are popular hunting 18 Q Didyou or haveyou ever received
19 rifles; isthat right? Were you thinking of this 19 royalties under any of these patents?
20 asahunting rifle? 20 A No. They were assigned -- you know, the
21 A Wewerethinking of it primarily asa 21 rights were assigned to Remington. As an employee
22 hunting rifle for some uses but actually more asa 22 that was the agreement that we had was the company
23 target rifle given the much faster lock time it 23 received the -- you know, received basically the
24 offered. 24 benefits of it and the individuals named on it did
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1 not. Therewas no monetary remuneration for us. 1 years, and possibly also jump around just to warn
2 Q Okay. Sol believethat three of them 2 you.
3 aretill current, they haven't expired, and that 3 A Okay.
4 would be the patents from 2011, '12, and '13; is 4 Q Sothelast position that you list on
5 that right? 5 your CV isdirector, DoD/Military/LE and MSR
6 A Giventhe statute of limitations on 6 product development, Remington Arms, Research &
7 patents and their current lives, yeah, those are 7 Development Center, Huntsville, Alabama, correct?
8 probably still active. 1 would have to even go 8 A Thatiscorrect.
9 look at what those are. Those are things that are 9 Q Andyou say that you held that position
10 onmy CV but not anything that comes up as part of | 10 from January of 2016 to June of 2016, right?
11 my normal everyday discussion. 11 A Thatiscorrect.
12 Q Okay. Do you know who those three 12 Q Okay. Now I read your CV, but tell me
13 patents are currently assigned to? 13 more about what you did in thisrole. What were
14 A | would haveto look at the individual 14 your responsibilities?
15 patents. | would imagine it isto Remington Arms 15 A Asthedirector over those particular
16 because they arerelated, | believe, to firearms, 16 areas| had engineers working for mein the
17 but, again, one of them, you know, the one with 17 commercial MSR market as well as the Remington law
18 respect to the Remington gas piston system and the | 18 enforcement and defense stuff, and we were working
19 plug that goes into the front of the gas block and 19 on, you know, product development programs for the
20 the way of camming that out, it would go to whoever | 20 commercial market in the case of the MSR side and
21 owns those particular rights from Remington, 21 thelaw enforcement and the military was for

22 whether it's the newest rendition of Remington Arms | 22 typically military programs and occasionally some
23 Company, which | believe is RemArms, or if it went | 23 law enforcement as well.
24 to some other subsidiary that was sold separately. 24  Q Sowhenyousay MSR side, military/law

Page 59 Page 61

1 | don't know. 1 enforcement side, are these like separate

2 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. | want to ask you 2 divisions, separate teams working on those

3 some questions about your employment at Remington. 3 projects?

4 We've been going just about an hour. | forgot to 4 A Yes, they were separate teams, separate

5 say at the outset that you can ask for a break any 5 groups of engineers working on those programs.

6 timeyou want one. Lots of people want a break 6 Q Andinthistime period were there other

7 after about an hour, so would you like a break? 7 product development teams at Remington Arms?

8 THE WITNESS: Yes, maam. My water glass 8 A Therewerethat concentrated on the other

9 isempty, so I'd like the opportunity to fill that 9 product lines that were offered; for instance,
10 up. 10 ammunition, shotguns, handguns. There were quite a
11 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. How about a 11 number of them. | want to say maybe four or five
12 five-minute break, we'll come back at 10:10 Central 12 total.
13 Time? 13 Q Okay. Werethere product devel opment
14 THE WITNESS: Sounds good. 14 teams working that were not your teams working on
15 MS. HELFRICH: All right; great. 15 rifles?
16 (Whereupon, arecess was taken 16 A Bolt-actionrifles, yes, for the
17 at 11:05 am. ET and resumed at 17 commercial market and for, you know, semiauto and
18 11:10 am. ET asfollows)) 18 pump rifles commercial, you know, non-M SR firearms
19 MS. HELFRICH: Let's go back on the 19 produced by Remington and its affiliated companies.
20 record. 20 Q Sotherewere--thisis, again, going
21 BY MS. HELFRICH: 21 back to understanding how you use the term M SR.

22 Q Mr. Ronkainen, | want to ask you some 22 A Sure.
23 questions about your employment at Remington. | 23 Q Sotherewere -- there was a product
24 want to start at the end, work backwards for afew 24 development team or division, if I'm using the term
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1 correctly, for semiautomatic rifles that were not 1 yes.
2 MSRs? 2 Q Okay. You mentioned the Model 750 and
3 A That would have been the Model 750, the 3 the Model 7600 as both being semiautomatic rifles
4 Model 7600, historical products that Remington had | 4 that are not MSRs, correct?
5 produced for, you know, along period of timeprior | 5 A The 750 isasemiautomatic rifle. The
6 tothat date. 6 7600 isapump-action rifle. Sothat'sa
7 Q Butthey were semiauto; yes? 7 differentiation, but, yes, they're both not modern
8 A Semiauto. Some were pump, pump-action, 8 sporting rifle platform style firearms.
9 where the fore-end movesback and forthtooperate | 9 Q Sothe Model 750 that is semiautomatic,
10 theaction. Soyes. 10 why isit not amodern sporting rifle?
11 Q Sojustinterms of the organization of 11 A It'sconstructed differently than modern
12 the company, were al of those kinds of riflesin 12 sporting rifles. The barrel is permanently
13 one product development group? 13 attached to thereceiver. Thetrigger group is
14 A | believethey were, yes. 14 actually atrigger plate that drops out the bottom.
15 Q Okay. 15 It was a historic product that, you
16 A | believethat those particular products 16 know, has adifferent design lineage or pedigree
17 were covered by other teams within the company. 17 than modern sporting rifles. It was an approach
18 Q So specifically what I'm asking iswas 18 and adesign, you know, that was not within the
19 there a product development team or product 19 ideaor the realm of MSRs.
20 development division for rifles other than M SRs? 20 Q Okay. And MSRs--just asecond. So
21 A Yes 21 there was atime period back in 2013 when you were
22 Q Wasitjust oneteam for all rifles that 22 thedirector of product development -- no, I'm
23 weren't MSRs? 23 sorry. Strikethat question. I'm going to ask it
24 A | believeitwas. | would haveto go 24 adifferent way.
Page 63 Page 65
1 back and check an org chart if | have onein my 1 In the time that you were leading
2 recordsthat -- you know, to absolutely, you know, 2 product development teams at Remington were MSRs
3 say, but my recollectionis, yes, it was a separate 3 and military rifles always together in the same
4 team. 4 product development team?
5 Q Sotheorganization would be like this. 5 A No. They were aways separate. They
6 Tell meif | have thisright. Under you there's 6 were always separate. My first role as a director
7 military and law enforcement and MSR, and then out| 7 or leader was military and LE product devel opment
8 here under somebody €lse there's other rifles? 8 and later on MSRs were added within my purview.
9 A Yes 9 Q Whenwasthat?
10 Q Okay. 10 A | havetolook atthe CV. I'mgoingto
11 A Andat varioustimes| had other groups 11 pull up my report here. Hopefully my CV is at the
12 that were underneath me asweroll back in history, |12 back of it.
13 but yes. 13 Q Here letmepullitup. I'll pull it
14 Q Okay. Do you know who wasin charge of 14 up.
15 that other rifle group? 15 A Please.
16 A | believeit was Andy Haskin at that 16 Q Theneverybody canlook at it.
17 time. Again, I'd need to go back and check to see 17 A Yep
18 exactly what the org chart wasfor it, but Andy was |18 Q Canyou seeit?
19 thedirector of product development for that and it 19 A Yes|can
20 was rifles and shotguns and more conventional 20 Q YourCV isattached, soI'm going to
21 historic products for Remington. 21 scroll to your CV.
22  Q Altogether in one product development 22 Tell meif | need to keep going.
23 group? 23 A Keepgoing. It'sat thevery end.
24 A | believethat's how it was structured, 24 Okay. We're here basically in the
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1 time period we're discussing and my roles at
2 Remington. So you can see from, you know, December
3 of 2013 through December of 2015 and actually
4 through June of 2016 | was the director of DoD/
5 Military/LE and MSR product development. The last
6 six months from January through June were in
7 Huntsville. We had closed the Elizabethtown
8 location at that time, and so | was commuting for
9 approximately six months working with the -- you
10 know, my teams and with the company to identify who
11 was going to take responsibility for, you know, my
12 teams after that because | chose not to move down
13 to Huntsville. It just didn't work out for my
14 family.
15 So at that point then | retired.
16 After my waiting period or my noncompete period |
17 started my own business, the Boundary Oak
18 Enterprises.
19 Q Plusyou would have had to move away from
20 the Boundary Oak.

Page 68
1 Q Wereyouinvolvedinsaesat all?

2 A No, | wasnot in salesdirectly. |
3 worked directly with our salespeople both in the
4 military and LE side, DoD, as well the modern
5 gporting rifles. So | interfaced to them. |
6 wasn't out calling on customers normally. | did
7 interface with some of our military customers and
8 that, but it wasn't my primary role.
9 Q Wereyouinvolved in marketing?
10 A Again, in speaking with our -- our
11 marketing teams that was my involvement, but in
12 terms of setting up advertising campaigns and
13 things of that nature, no, | was not.
14 Q Sol noticethat inthisentry you no
15 longer list Ilion, New Y ork, as the location of
16 thisjob. It waslisted asalocation for your
17 prior position. What is -- what explains that
18 change?
19 A Canyou direct meto which date you're
20 talking about here just so I'm sure when we're

21 A Absolutely. 21 taking?
22 Q Okay. Inyour fina position were you 22 Q Sure. Canyou seemy cursor?
23 designing firearms? 23 A Yep.
24 A My teamswere. | was giving technical 24 Q So1/16t06/16, Research & Development
Page 67 Page 69
1 guidance as needed, if people had questions| 1 Center, Huntsville, Alabama?
2 offered it, but it was not my role to do the 2 A Yes
3 day-to-day design onit. It wasto lead the team. 3 Q Inyour prior position which ended
4 So basically give them the resources 4 December 2015 you say Elizabethtown, Kentucky;
5 that they needed to accomplish their jobsin the 5 llion; Huntsville. Now you explained --
6 timelineswe had. Aswe used to kind of jokingly 6 A That'scorrect.
7 say, you know, to kick down doorsand grease skids. | 7 Q -- that they shut down operationsin
8 You know, my job wasto make way for them sothat | 8 Elizabethtown. What about Ilion?
9 we could meet the development timelines we had. 9 A Inllion, New York, with the standing up

10 For the military programs, those are

11 very hard and concise timelines. If you aren't

12 done and deliver product on the day that they say
13 that the solicitation is over, you get there an

14 hour late and your product is not accepted. So we
15 were working to very firm and hard, firm and fast
16 timelines for that particular side of the business.
17 Also with the modern sporting rifle

18 product development the commercial side was

19 utilizing those same things. The timelines on that
20 side were alittle more flexible, but you don't

21 ever want to be lackadaisical about the delivery
22 dates. You worked hard and addressed the problems
23 that you identified as you went through the testing
24 programs. So | was not providing --

=
o

of the Huntsville facility models -- excuse me,
modern sporting rifle production was moved from the
[lion, New Y ork, facility, the commercial side of

it, down to Huntsville, Alabama.

14 So all of the production of the guns,

15 the manufacturing of the components, the testing,
16 the packaging, and shipping that had prior taken

17 placein Ilion was then done through the Huntsville
18 facility and modern sporting rifle production for

19 commercial purposesin llion, New Y ork, ceased.
20 Q What about for military purposes?

21 A For military purposes the production and
22 the manufacturing group was still in Ilion, New

23 York, and was -- asit had been throughout the

24 time, it was a separate standal one area where that

el el
w N P
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Page 70

1 production took place.

2 Q Sothellion manufacturing facility was

3 ill in operation after January of 20167?

4 A Yes maam. Itonly, | believe, ceased

5 operation herein March of this year.

6 Q Okay. Butyou just weren't therefor it?

7 A | wasnot interacting with the modern

8 sporting rifle, the product line and manufacturing

9 up there. | was working with the Remington Defense
10 team, the production team that was up there, in the
11 January of 2016 through June of 2016 time period.
12 | guess, you know, perhaps we could say | should
13 have listed that out there but, you know, | didn't.
14 Q Okay. Okay. That'sal | wanted to
15 understand, if there was some reason why you had
16 stopped dealing with those folks.
17 So how did you determine what products
18 to design? Let's start off on the military side.
19 A Okay. Themilitary sidetypically there
20 were military solicitations, requests for new
21 weapon systems that were put out by the Department
22 of Defense. They're formal solicitations,
23 extremely lengthy description of specifications
24 that the firearm needs to meet aswell as

Page 72
1 issuance of the real solicitation to allow them to

2 modify the solicitation if they saw fit. Quite
3 often they'd say -- their answer was thank you for
4 your feedback, it iswhat it is.
5 And so we would utilize that document
6 then as ameans of lining out what our product had
7 to be and fine-tuning if we needed to meet any of
8 therequirements. It also gave us some guidance
9 with regard to the testing regimen that we had to
10 be ableto pass, and so if we had not conducted
11 those tests previoudly on the product we envisioned
12 asoffering for that we would go back and actually
13 conduct that test internally and, if needed, you
14 know, modify the design so that we performed to the
15 levels expected in the solicitation.
16 Q Andyou'retalking about products that
17 dready exist?
18 A Itmay exist. Insome casesit was, hey,
19 thisis completely, you know, brand new from
20 scratch. You know, if we have enough time and we
21 fed that it is a program worth competing on we
22 could start from scratch and come up with a new
23 product that was responsive to the solicitation.
24 Q Butyoudidn'tawaysdo it that way,

Page 71
1 production requirements, testing requirements that

2 thefirearm needs to be capable of meeting, and,

3 you know, we're talking on the order of probably

4 anywhere from 20 to 30 pages long in terms of the

5 specification reguirements.

6 So when -- as the government typically

7 would start fishing, if you will, or hinting at

8 programsit would put out draft solicitations for

9 comment by industry on their different things, and
10 that was, you know, how we -- it was FedBizzOpps, |
11 believe, was the site that we utilized for seeing
12 and having visibility on the different programs
13 that were underway, and FedBizzOpps not only
14 covered likethe DoD. It aso covered federal
15 agencieslike Secret Service, Treasury, and
16 different groups like that that would also have
17 need of our products.
18 That said, you know, we would read
19 that, understand how our products lined up, do kind
20 of arack and stack or aranking of our products
21 capabilities versus what they were asking for, and,
22 you know, if we thought something was unreasonable
23 or going to be difficult to do we were able to
24 provide feedback to the customer prior to the

Page 73
1 sometimes you started from products you already

2 had?
3 A lItredly depended upon, you know, what
4 the -- how much runway we had and how much notice
5 we had that there was this particular program
6 coming.
7 For bigger programs like the
8 individual carbine program there was more than
9 adequate notice from the Department of Defense that
10 that was going to go on just because they wanted
11 everybody to be prepared for the solicitation so
12 that they could do it, and it wasn't typically just
13 atweak or amodification of an existing item. In
14 many casesit was a new from scratch design that
15 was provided for -- for that.
16 The channels, you know, at the very
17 early oninthat when they start hinting at things
18 are sometimesinformal, but as the program comes
19 closer and closer to readlity that's when the draft
20 product descriptions, the PD documents would come
21 out, and we would utilize those for, you know, in
22 some cases crafting a product from scratch or
23 modifying an existing product to meet whatever the
24 requirements werein particular.
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1 On the commercial side of the business 1 with the company, they may not have always been as

2 itwasalittle bit different in that the feedback
3 wewould get was from our marketing and our sales
4 teamsfor, you know, what they had heard, what they
5 envisioned, where their vision was for what the
6 customer might want next. Some of that was based
7 on customer feedback. Some of that was based on
8 intuition and experience in the marketplace.
9 Again, there were product, you know,
10 requirementslisted. Obviously not as formally
11 defined asthe U.S. government for the programs
12 that they had, but they followed a similar format
13 aong with expected delivery dates and things like
14 that because, you know, they envisioned having this
15 product available to offer in the marketplace at
16 some certain point in time.
17 Q [I'msorry. | missed part of what you
18 said. Who isit that established the timeline for
19 developing anew commercial product?
20 A Alotof that came from our sales and
21 marketing team with feedback from the engineering
22 team because, you know, perfect world | want this
23 tomorrow. Reality isyou can havethat in ayear,
24 you can have that in six months. Y ou know, there

2 formal adocument or as extensive a document, but
3 aswe grew as acompany, and, you know, it's
4 interesting to say that for a company that was 200
5 yearsold when | left, we got better about how we
6 did that and we got better specificity. We had
7 forms and formats for, you know, describing what
8 the requirements were based somewhat in part on the
9 structure that the government provided in their PD
10 documents.
11 And these were used not only for the
12 modern sporting rifle, commercial modern sporting
13 rifle product developments. They were for shotgun
14 programs, they were for bolt-action rimfire
15 programs, any firearms program that the company
16 might undertake.
17 Q Soyou'dend up with adocument -- it's
18 not a solicitation that's 20 to 30 pages long but a
19 pretty substantial document saying here's our
20 product development plan for this product?
21 A Yeah, you know, the number of pages that
22 those were, it obviously wasless. We weren't
23 referencing necessarily all the mill standards for
24 the anodization or the heat treatment or other

Page 75
1 was adiscussion.

2 And, you know, it was never to the
3 point that it's like, oh, well, go ahead and take
4 three yearsto develop this. It wasto set
5 expectations for them when the product would be
6 reasonably available and, you know, that was -- you
7 know, we always strived to do better than that, but
8 we were always happy when we were able to meet
9 their expectations for it on the commercia side of
10 the business.
11 We always had to meet it on the
12 military side. As| mentioned, there was no slack.
13 Q Soyou said that sometimes the military
14 solicitation could be 20 to 30 pages long full of
15 specs and standards and testing requirements and
16 thingslike that?
17 A Yes
18 Q For acommercial product you would be
19 developing al those specs and standards and
20 testing requirements internally, you'd have your
21 own specs and standards?
22 A Yes, they would exist. You know,
23 historically within the company | think they -- you
24 know, early on, and I'm talking like when | started

Page 77
1 thingsthat the -- that the military and LE

2 products needed to meet, but some of it was
3 implicit.
4 We understood that, you know, if it
5 was a shotgun program that the bolt would be made
6 from hardenable steel. There may be specifications
7 about what the particular finish on it was, whether
8 it was chrome-plated, whether it was black-oxided
9 for the cosmetics, whether the receiver was
10 polished to ahigh level so it was nice and shiny
11 orif it wasintentionally left with a matte finish
12 sothat it would be less detectable.
13 All those items and, you know,
14 specific requirements were listed in the documents
15 that were available for us.
16 Q Lessdetectable by whom or what?
17 A Gametypicaly. If you canimagine
18 you're out in, say, aduck blind or something or
19 hunting turkeys, and you may have never done that,
20 alot of those guns are camouflaged, they have a
21 camouflage coating on them, or if they're not
22 camouflaged they have a nonreflective finish on
23 them so asto not draw attention to yourself in the
24 presence of the game so that you'd have the ability
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1 to hopefully take the game if the opportunity

2 presented itself.
3 Q Solguesswhat I'masking you isyou get
4 ahig package of requirements from the military,
5 but when you're designing your own commercial
6 products, when you're designing commercial MSRs,
7 you're not winging it, you're being precise about
8 every aspect of the gun and how it's going to be
9 made even if it'simplicit because you've been
10 doing it for along time, you're not just making it
11 up asyou go aong, you have aplan and you have
12 standards and you say we're going to do it this
13 way?
14 MR. LOTHSON: Objection; form, misstates
15 testimony.
16 BY MS. HELFRICH:
17 Q You can answer.
18 A Thereare documents that we had and we
19 worked with that were kind of the what we would
20 refer back to whenever there was a question about
21 what -- you know, what features and what
22 performance items the firearm was expected to have.
23 Q Okay. Andin thisposition, I'm talking
24 about your final position from January '16 to June

Page 80
1 A Youknow, looking at the firearms and

2 what their intended use was, in alot of casesit's
3 fairly obvious. Some aspects of the design are
4 applicable across the board regardless of the final
5 end use, and that was, you know, kind of the way we
6 viewed it was, okay, you know, thisisanew or a
7 different way of causing the firearm to operatein
8 thisfashion or doing this, should we do something
9 like that and whereis that applicable across our
10 product line, both for military and LE work as well
11 asthe commercial modern sporting rifles.
12 Q Sohow did on aday-to-day basisor
13 week-to-week, whatever it was, how did you keep up
14 with what was out there in the marketplace?
15 A Youknow, alot of that was through
16 media. Y ou know, back in the day, the early 1990s,
17 therewas no social media. Therereally wasn't
18 even aninternet. Some of that was, you know,
19 keeping up viagoing to the gun shows, going to gun
20 stores.
21 A lot of the market awareness was
22 provided through our sales and marketing teams.
23 They had alot of interfacing with the public,
24 different gun shows, different things like that,

Page 79
'16, 2016 | mean, did this position require you to
be familiar with M SRs manufactured by other
firearms manufacturers?

A Wewerefamiliar with them asfar as
manufactured by other companies as part of, you
know, just an ongoing product teardown. Y ou know,
somebody would come out with a new offering and we
would essentially buy acopy of it and reverse
engineer it, tear it apart, understand how did it
work, what made it tick, and based on that inform
our designs potentially for things we might want to
do if they weren't protected by intellectual
property or, you know, could be considered for
patent infringement or things we could potentially
do better than what the competitors had.

So there was -- you know, that type of
an activity took place where it was a competitive
review of firearms.

Q Andwhen you're doing that review did you
understand or did you need to understand what the
21 target audience for the firearm was; in other
22 words, whether that other manufacturer intended to
23 sell aparticular firearm for hunting, for
24 self-defense, for competition?
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Page 81
1 where they could see competitive products and, you

2 know, say, hey, that looks interesting, maybe we
3 need to get one of those and, you know, look at it,
4 test it and see -- you know, understand what makes
5 ittick.
6 Q Okay. Inyour second to last position,
7 the position that you held from December of 2013 to
8 December of 2015 which has basically the same title
9 asthelast position except in adifferent

10 location; isthat correct?

11 A Yes

12 Q Sodid anything change about your

13 responsibilities when you transitioned from the

14 second to last position to the last position?

15 A Yes, itdidalittlebit. Obviously when

16 | wasin Elizabethtown, Kentucky, and, you know,

17 that was where | was headquartered | was an RP on

18 our FFL, so that responsibility left when the

19 Elizabethtown facility was closed and all the

20 activities were transferred down to Huntsville.

21 Butintermsof --

22 Q Canl stopyou there? Canyou explain

23 what RP on an FFL means?

24 A It'sresponsible party. For an FFL for a
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1 given site there are identified responsible parties 1 hiders aswell as silencers.

2 that the BATFE requires so that whenthey cometo | 2 Q Okay. And so you have them listed in the

3 make avisit they're able to say | need to -- you 3 position from 3/13 to 12/13, but | don't see them

4 know, we're here to do, for instance, an audit. 4 listed in the position you held from 12/13 to

5 Theresponsible party is the person that would 5 12/15. Isthat just an oversight?

6 interface with them when they cameon siteandalso | 6 A No, that actually | was able to shed some

7 for inquiries with regard to any paperwork that 7 responsibility because at that point | was getting

8 they may need for tracing operations or anything 8 spread pretty thin in terms of the groups | was

9 like that. 9 managing. | had my teams at the Elizabethtown R& D
10 Q Okay. Andfortherecord, FFL isfederal 10 Center, | also had ateam upin llion, New Y ork,
11 firearmslicense? 11 and | had the team down in Lawrenceville, Georgia,
12 A Yes, maam, federa firearmslicense. 12 and so | was running from pillar to post to kind of
13 Q AndATFistheBureau of Alcohol, Tobacco | 13 keep track of everything. So responsihilities
14 and Firearms? 14 during that time frame after December of 2013 were
15 A Yeah, BATF, andit'sactually BATFE, 15 transitioned to another gentleman that was the
16 Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 16 director of product work for them.
17 Explosives. BATF, ATF were also acronyms used to| 17 And | see, you know, in the 2016 time
18 describe that organization. 18 framethat it'slisted as AAC brands. | do recall
19 Q Andthat'swhat you were referring to 19 during that time frame they were under the
20 when you said ATF? 20 responsibility of a separate director, and he was
21 A Yes 21 onethat ultimately succeeded me with Remington
22 Q Okay. Just want aclear record. 22 Defense and the M SR product devel opment.
23 Now, in your last position your 23 Q Okay. Sothat'sjust an error in your
24 responsihilities -- or, sorry, in your last 24 resume that you weren't doing --

Page 83 Page 85

1 position you were doing product development for 1 A ltis

2 Remington Defense, Remington Arms, Bushmaster, and 2 Q --youweren'tinchargeof AAC brands?

3 DPMS; isthat correct? 3 A That'scorrect.

4 A Yes 4 Q Okay. Thisisn't atest about your

5 Q Thosefour brands? 5 resume.

6 A | béelieveat that point AAC may have been 6 Congratulations to you for getting rid

7 under another director. | seeit listed there, 7 of someresponsibility. That's not easy to do.

8 but, yeah, it would have been those entities that 8 Oncethey giveit to you, it's hard to get rid of

9 you mentioned. 9 it.
10 Q Canyouexplain what AAC means on your 10 A Sometimes, yes, maam.
11 resume? 11 Q Okay. So the position that you held from
12 A Yeah,it's Advanced Armament Corporation. 12 March of 2013 to December of 2013 you're still --

[EY
w

isthis essentialy the same position? What's
changing?

A What happened there was | picked up
responsibility for modern sporting riflesin
March of 2013, so that's when Ilion, New Y ork,
became the location because the Remingtons and at
that time Bushmaster M SRs were produced in the
Ilion, New Y ork, facility, so that part of theteam
was added to me. There were engineers on the team

13 It was abrand or acompany that was purchased by
14 Freedom Group. Their primary product line was
15 silencersfor firearms, and they also did some -- a

2o e
o g b

16 small quantity of firearmsin addition to that.

17 Looking back through it, there was a

18 version of the Model 700 that was chambered in .300
19 Blackout that they offered that was kind of an

20 AAC-specific product. Therewas an H& R Handi Rifle
21 that was similar that they offered and there was

NN B
B O © o

22 also, | believe, an AR platform firearm that was 22 that was at the Elizabethtown facility that was
23 .300 Blackout that they offered, but their primary 23 doing work for DPM S products and others. They were
24 business was muzzle devices for silencers, flash 24 added to me.

22 (Pages 82 - 85)
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1 So | assumed responsibility in 1 Q Andthat'samilitary competition?
2 March of 2013 for modern sporting rifle product 2 A Yes,itis, orwas.
3 development throughout the Remington Arms Company. 3  Q Anddid the modification done, the second

4  Q Andthe Remington Arms Company the brands 4 modification, not the initial modification by

5 at that point were Remington Arms -- or Remington? 5 Bushmaster but the second one to make it suitable
6 A Remington, yes. 6 for the military, include the addition of automatic
7 Q Waell, you say them. You know better -- 7 fire?

8 A Remington, Bushmaster, DPMS, and AAC for, 8 A Automatic fire capability had come from

9 you know, what activities they had with regard to, 9 Bushmaster. They had included that as part of

10 you know, MSRs. It was limited, but they did some 10 their development. The refinement of that was --

11 work. 11 took place by my teamsin Elizabethtown, New Y ork,
12 Q Andthen Remington Defense was -- 12 aswell as design upgrades that hel ped the ACR meet
13 A And Remington Defense as well. 13 therequirements for the individual carbine

14 Q Okay. SoMarch 2013 you get it al, 14 competition.

15 right? Meaning you get military, you get MSR. Why 15 So there were several fairly

19
20
21
22
23
24

refinement on the design to make it producible.

The Remington Defense team then took what they had
and further refined the design so that it was going

to be -- meet the requirements for the IC

competition, the individual carbine competition |
mentioned previously.

16 wasthat reorganization made? 16 significant design modifications that took place
17 A Atabout that same time the handgun 17 that removed features from the original ACR design
18 development group within Remington was really 18 asreceived from Magpul by Bushmaster and, you
19 growing and some of -- there was just a reshuffling 19 know, incorporated by Bushmaster into what we
20 of responsibilities within the directors of product 20 ultimately submitted for the IC program.
21 development to free up adirector to concentrate on 21 Q Allright. Thank you for explaining
22 our handgun market, and so at the same time that he 22 that.
23 was relieved of some of his other commercial 23 | want to ask some broader questions
24 product devel opment responsibilities there was just 24 about Remington but | do want to clarify, so you
Page 87 Page 89
1 ashuffling and it ended up that modern sporting 1 worked continuously for Remington Arms from August
2 riflesthey felt that they were aligned reasonably 2 of 1990 through June of 2016; isthat correct?
3 well with the work | did as part of the DoD, 3 A Thatiscorrect.
4 military, and LE so, hence, my assumption of the 4 Q Butyou also had thisgig herein '85,
5 responsibility for those teams. 5 '86 where you were afield services engineer?
6 Q Butother non-MSR rifleswere till 6 A That'scorrect. | wasoriginaly hired
7 somewhere else, you didn't have those? 7 by DuPont as afield services engineer, whichisa
8 A That'scorrect. 8 program that DuPont had for hiring engineering
9 Q Now I'mgoing to scroll down to the 9 talent and exposing them to avariety of areas
10 bottom of that page of your resume, the bottom of 10 within the DuPont company.

11 page 1, back herein the period from November of 11 When | was hired basically | was on

12 2008 to January of 2011 that's where we see this 12 thefence with am | going to go to graduate school
13 entry here about the adaptive combat rifle. This 13 for amaster'sin mechanical engineering or am |

14 iswhat we were -- thisiswhat | intended to ask 14 going to go into the workforce. The opportunity to
15 about before, and | think thisiswhat we talked 15 go to Remington, given my interest from childhood
16 about before. Thisisthe Remington ACR? 16 infirearms, was areal strong pull and isthe

17 A That'scorrect. That wasthe - 17 reason | went with that option, thinking that at

18 Bushmaster originally had the design and did the 18 some point if | didn't enjoy that or if it wasn't

19 fun | could always go back for grad school later
20 on.

21 Y ou know, 30 some -- you know, 36, 37,
22 38, 39 yearslater didn't make it to grad school.
23 | started off asafield engineer, did an

24 approximately two-year assignment, maybe just
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Page 90
1 dightly shy of that, maybe like 20 months, and

then moved on to another assignment because that's
the way the field engineering program worked where
| was at the Imaging Systems Department in Newark,
Delaware. We worked on equipment and machinery for
doing off-press proofing.

That's kind of a strange thing,
somebody hears that and it's like you have no idea
what itis. Basically for al color printing they
use four different colorsink. It's four process
colors. There'syellow, magenta, cyan, and black.
And in order to get the picture to turn out, we've
all seen pictures that have been printed that, you
know, they don't look good, the coloration is
15 wrong, this allowed companies to verify that
16 their -- the separations and the picture that would
17 ultimately be printed with those printing plates
18 would be good without having to make the printing
19 plates.
20 It was an off-line process that
21 simulated what the printing press would do and
22 allowed them to take and do this check and confirm
23 that they had everything, make adjustments so that
24 they weren't doing it when the press was running.

© 00 N O O WwDN
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Page 92

1 wasn't aone-off thing. As| recall, there were

2 probably three, four other engineers altogether

3 besides myself there during that time period.

4 There was an economic downturn during

5 thefall of 1986 and the plant went basically to

6 operating on three days aweek and eventually had

7 to do alayoff, and it was hard to keep, as |

8 called myself jokingly, arental engineer but it

9 was hard to keep a non-Remington direct employee
10 working there when Remington direct employees were
11 being let go. So my assignment ended about three
12 or four months early, and that's how | ended up
13 down at Imaging Systems Department in Newark.
14 Q Andduring this period from January '87
15 to July of '90 were you trying to get back into the
16 firearmsindustry?
17 A Atthat point | had the -- you know,
18 within the field engineering program there was the
19 opportunity to do career transfers. They typically
20 wanted you to do at least two assignments before
21 you made that transfer. They would encourage you
22 doing three or more so that you got, you know, a
23 much better idea of the breadth of the company and
24 areas where your skills aligned with the

Page 91
1 Q Sothisperiodwas--
2 A Afterthat -- yeah, go ahead.
3 Q Thisperiod /87 to 2/89, field services

4 engineer --
5 A Yes
6 Q --Newark, Delaware, you were not working

7 on anything to do with firearms; is that right?
8 A Thatiscorrect.
9 Q Andinthisperiod from March of '89 to
10 July of '90, Engineering Development Laboratory,
11 Wilmington, Delaware, are you doing anything
12 related to firearms?
13 A | wasnot doing that during that period.
14 1t was with advanced composites that, you know,
15 were my primary assignments.
16 Q Sowhenyou weredoing thisfirst stint
17 with Remington in May of '85 to December '86 were
18 you employed by Remington or were you employed by
19 DuPont?
20 A | wasemployed by DuPont. Remington was
21 awholly owned subsidiary of DuPont during that
22 time period, and there were several other field
23 engineers that were at the Ilion location working
24 in different roles besides myself there. Soit

Page 93
1 requirements or the needs of those particular

2 divisions.
3 So | felt that after three assignments
4 | knew that | wanted to go back to Remington.
5 There was the opportunity to do so, and so | did.
6 Q AndsofromAugust of 1990 through to
7 June of 2016 you were an employee of Remington the
8 entiretime?
9 A Yes
10 Q Okay. You said you had achildhood
11 interest in firearms. Can you talk a bit about
12 that? Specifically what made you want to go into
13 thefirearmsindustry?
14 A Wadll, growing upin, you know, northern
15 Minnesota, firearms and hunting were a big part of
16 growing up. | remember the first time | ever, you
17 know, shot agun it was with my family. It was my
18 dad and my brother and my mother and shot a
19 Remington .22, a 572 pump-action .22 that my father
20 had, and | thought that was really cool.
21 Had the opportunity to do hunting,
22 first not carrying a gun because you had to be 12
23 yearsold in order to go through firearm safety and
24 1 get ahunting license, so starting at about the
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Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



#16489

Case 3:23-cv-00209-SPM Document 232-12 Filed 09/13/24 Page 25 of 150 Page ID

Page 94
1 age of seven or eight | got to do alot of walking

2 and sitting with my extended family as we deer
3 hunted and did other hunting in northern Minnesota.
4 Q Okay.
5 A Sothat wasreally theimpetus and, you
6 know, the seed for my interest in firearms was
7 learning to use them as a kid and understanding,
8 you know, the enjoyment | had from them.
9 Q Soduringthetimethat you were at
10 Remington there were shiftsin Remington's
11 corporate ownership, corporate structure. Can you
12 describe that to me? As best you can remember,
13 what's the timeline for Remington becoming
14 associated with Bushmaster, DPMS, and AAC?
15 A Okay. I'll do my best on this.
16 Inalot of cases | was, you know, the
17 recipient of the information rather than the
18 deliverer of it, but when | hired into Remington in
19 1985 it was awholly owned subsidiary of DuPont. |
20 believe DuPont had purchased all of the outstanding
21 stock for Remington in the late '70s, early '80s,
22 at which point it became awholly owned subsidiary.
23 Prior to that it was a standalone company.
24 In November of 1993, | believe, DuPont

Page 96
1 plant, and so that was the impetus for the

2 selection of Elizabethtown, Kentucky, asthe
3 combined R& D site for both the firearms and the
4 ammunition manufacturing.
5 They purchased the facility, they
6 refurbished it, added the laboratory space that was
7 needed to do firearms and ammunition development,
8 including a hundred-yard range, shooting -- what we
9 called shooting butts but basically a short range
10 where firearms could be tested without, you know,
11 letting bullets go outside the building. We shot
12 thefirearmsinto special devices that caught the
13 projectiles and then allowed the recycling of the
14 material.
15 In 2008 Clayton, Dubilier & Rice, |
16 believeit was 2008, sold Remington to Cerberus
17 Capital Management, and at that point Cerberus was
18 the parent company that was over Remington. They
19 aso had other firearms assets within their
20 portfolio. | believe, you know, Bushmaster was
21 owned by them prior to the purchase of Remington.
22 There may have been other entitiesaswell. Again,
23 that wasn't something that was, you know, part of
24 my day-to-day activities as to who owned what and

Page 95
1 sold Remington along with Stren, and Remington at

2 that time included the firearms and the ammunition
3 business, Stren was afishing line business that
4 they owned, to an investment banking firm called
5 Clayton, Dubilier & Rice. CD&R isthe acronym used
6 for them.
7 CD&R, their way of doing business was
8 they purchased divisions of larger conglomerates
9 that no longer aligned with the direction that the
10 parent corporation was going, and that was
11 basically, you know, DuPont at that time, |
12 believe, had -- probably it was no longer in the
13 gunpowder business and so as aresult the affinity
14 and the alignment that they had from when they
15 originally invested in the company to that point
16 was-- had diminished and they just felt it was a
17 good thing to sell at that point so they did.
18 With the purchase of Remington by
19 Clayton, Dubilier & Rice they had the feeling that
20 the product development R& D groups would do better
21 if they were taken away from the manufacturing
22 facilitiesand put into a standalone facility so
23 that their attention wouldn't be diverted to
24 address manufacturing issues asthey arose in the

Page 97

1 dl the things that were happening there, but my
recollection is that Bushmaster was there.

After they combined the businesses,
moved Bushmaster and Remington underneath the same
umbrella, they purchased several other
firearms-related businesses and some just
outdoor-related businesses. DPM S was purchased at
one point. Mountain Khakis, which was a clothing
company, was also purchased. There were just quite
awide range of different acquisitions that took
place. Advanced Armament was part of that.

And so they built what became Freedom
Group, which ultimately, you know, was there until
| retired or, you know, finished my work with the
company in 2016.

| think that's reasonably accurate.
That's from my point of view how it all went down.
I'm sure there are alot more specific details that
could be provided, but as alayman's view from
inside the company that's how | believe it went
down.

Q That'sfine. I'm asking so we have at

least the same understanding, even if it'swrong.

Can you tell me, though, at what point
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Page 98
or by what point were Remington, Bushmaster, and

DPMS all in the same corporate family?

A Wadl, | know, like | had mentioned, |
believe Bushmaster was owned by Cerberus Capital
Management prior to the purchase of Remington. You
know, there may have been some rearrangement and
reorganization within the group post-acquisition of
Remington. What exactly that was | don't know.

DPM S was purchased at a point sometime
after Remington was purchased by Cerberus Capital
Management. Again, | don't have a specific date.

Q Okay.

A Bushmaster was a standalone firearms
development company in -- when | started my role as
adirector of military and LE product development.
My management from the non-R& D side, the actual
business side, we're the ones that were working
with Bushmaster specificaly for the development of
potential military weapons, not really doing
anything with regard to commercia development.
That was handled via Bushmaster's own internal
marketing and sal es organization.

Q Okay. But by 2008 at |east Bushmaster
and Remington are in the same corporate family and

Page 100
1 flexible with regard to the product line they were
2 working on. As programs for one brand wrapped up,
3 those resources as they were no longer required for
4 the program that was being launched were redepl oyed
5 for -- you know, on other programs that, you know,
6 could have been potentially for other brands within
7 the portfolio.
8 Q Okay. |gotit.
9 L et me ask you some questions about
10 thefirearmsindustry more broadly. When you first
11 worked for Remington in 1990 Remington was not
12 making modern sporting rifles, correct?
13 A Thatiscorrect.
14 Q What wastheir product line roughly?
15 What kind of product lines did they have?
16 A Ther product line was primarily
17 bolt-action riflesin the Model 700 and Model 7
18 product line. There were also shotguns, the Model
19 870 pump-action shotgun, Model 11-87 semiauto
20 shotgun. There was a bolt-action pistol called the
21 XP-100, and there were rimfire products that were
22 both bolt-action, pump-action, and semiautomatic is
23 my recollection of the product linein 1990.
24 Q Andwereyou interested in working on
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Page 99
then sometime within the next few years DPM S gets

added?

A That's my recollection of it, yes.

Q Well, let me ask you, | want to refer to
achart you havein your report. You have an AFMER
chart of production, thisis on page 4 of your
report, "AMFER" but | think you meant AFMER
Production Volumes, Bushmaster, DPMSS, and it starts
in 2007.

A Yes. Thisisredly without regard to
ownership or acquisition --

Q Whoownedit, okay. All right. That's
what | wanted to understand.

A Yesh. Yeah.

Q Gotit. That'swhat | wanted to
understand.

Okay. So when you're working on
product devel opment for all the brandsit isn't
necessarily the case that all the brands are one
company, they may be different companies, but it
doesn't matter, you cross lines because you're al
one family; fair?

A That isan accurate description of the
way we worked. Y ou know, our engineers were

Page 101
1 MSRsor working on AR platform firearms at that
2 time?
3 A Regardless of what my interest would have
4 been, the opportunity wasn't there at Remington.
5 You know, personaly | was working on bolt-action
6 rifles during that time period, so, unfortunately,
7 it'sone of those, you know, what you want to do
8 and what you have to do are not always perfectly
9

aligned.
10 Q I'veheard. But wereyou -- let me put
11 it thisway. Wereyou interested in MSRs at that
12 point in your career?

13 A | wasmildly interested, but it wasn't,

14 you know, apassion that | had. 1'd had limited

15 exposure to them up to that point.

16 Q Do youknow when you started in 1990, in
17 the early '90s, do you know how many companies were
18 making MSRs, what the size of that market was --
19 or, sorry, not the size of the market, the players

20 in the market?

21 A You know, | would have to go back and

22 look. I'maware of certain playersthat were, you

23 know, active back then. Y ou know, Bushmaster has
24 been around for quite along time. Colt predates
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them. Armalite was also aplayer.
Again, I'd have to go back and look at

historically who they were in that time period
because | didn't follow it closely. It wasn't, you
know, an all-consuming passion that | had
personally during that time period.

Q You statein your report at some point
that at the end of your career at Remington there
were scores of companies, that's the term you used,

© 00N O WDN PP

10 scores, manufacturing MSRs. Do you remember saying
11 that?

12 A Yes

13 Q I'mgoingto find it for you.

14 A Okay.

15 Q Becausel want to get it right, too.

16 Oops. Didn't work. What happened

17 there. Herewe go: Indeed, scores of other
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companies besides mine were significantly involved
in this consumer M SR marketplace.
And you're talking about 2012 onward,
| believe, in this section; is that correct?
A Yes
Q Soscores means at least 40, and what I'm
interested in is how did that number compare to
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Page 104
1 identified just based on my own personal knowledge
2 that the company was producing MSRs at that time.
3 There are potentially alot of smaller companies of
4 which I had no awareness of what their specific
5 products were that may have been producing MSRs
6 during that time.
7 Q Butitwasn't scores, you wouldn't use
8 the term scores?
9 A Inthe 2005 timeframel would say, yeah,
10 it's certainly a score and probably was scores.
11 Likel said, | personaly identified about 20, but
12 I'm sure there were alot more. Likel said, wed
13 haveto go in and investigate each company, okay,
14 were they making M SRs.
15 One of the issues with the AFMER
16 reportsisthat, unfortunately, they don't classify
17 rifles as anything other than rifles, so MSRs get
18 grouped in with bolt-actions and other
19 semiautomatic firearms or rifles and pump-action.
20 Soif you have a company that's producing a myriad
21 of product lines or multiple product lines that
22 involve al those products you don't have the
23 ahility with that data to extract exactly what the
24 MSR market is, but as | understand, you know, other

Page 103
1 what was around in 1990 or the early '90s when you
2 werefirst at Remington?
3 A Itwassubstantialy larger than what it
4 was, you know, during the 1990s.
5 Q@ Doyouknow what the size of the MSR
6 market wasin the early 1990s?
7 A ldonot. | don't havethat information.
8 That was prior to my involvement with the product,
9 and, as| said, Remington during that time period
10 was not active in the production of MSRs and it
11 wasn't apersonal interest | had outside of, you
12 know, what | was working on. So | don't know.
13 I'm sure data exists, you know, AFMER
14 reports from that time period that might be able
15 to, you know, hint at what the market size was, but
16 personally | don't have information from that time
17 period to share.
18 Q Okay. Do you know how many companies
19 were making M SRs in 2004 when the federal assault
20 weapons band ended?
21 A That number, you know, I've looked at
22 some of the data and it was -- you know, without
23 extensive investigation of what each company's
24 product line was, there were in excess of 20 that |

Page 105
1 folks have gone and done that work and gone and dug
2 alittle bit deeper and publicly
3 questioned -- not publicly but privately questioned
4 some of the manufacturers, okay, what was your
5 breakdown and they have that information.
6 Unfortunately, | don't have that information
7 persondly. | only have the AFMER reportsto
8 review.
9 Q Okay. I'mtrying to assess-- I'm not
10 trying to pin you down on a specific number, but
11 I'mtrying to assess like between 2004 when you say
12 you know of about 20 companies making M SRs and when
13 you left Remington in 2016 how many more companies
14 weretherein 2016 or less or fewer?
15 A Youknow, inreviewing the reports and,
16 again, the number of FFLs reporting the manufacture
17 of riflesincreased greatly. | mean, you take a
18 look at just the PDFs for the reports themselves
19 therifle section grew, you know, probably doubled
20 in length.
21 A lot of these companies are small.
22 The numbers they're reporting are not particularly
23 large. Some of them -- some of the companies, some
24 of the more traditional companies, produced a
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1 significant quantity as evidenced by the number
2 they reported, but, you know, by identifying
3 companiesthat | know produced M SR products and
4 exclusively MSR products rather than some mixture
5 where you can't differentiate given the data |l had
6 accessto, | would say that easily the field
7 doubled and went into the forties and, quite
8 honestly, I'd say with a more extensive examination
9 and probing of what the product line was for each
10 company it could have been even more than that.
11  Q Sobased on your experience, and |
12 understand all of the limitations on what you're
13 saying, but from your experience the number of
14 companies you would say roughly doubled from 2004
15 to0 2016 and I'm saying the number of companies
16 manufacturing MSRs, correct, that's what you said?
17 MR. LOTHSON: Objection; misstates
18 testimony.
19 THE WITNESS: You know, what | said was
20 that from the inception of when | started looking
21 at data through about 2016, yeah, the number of
22 manufacturers | was able to identify approximately
23 doubled.
24

Page 108

1 manufacturers wouldn't be shipping the product.
2 So there was demand in the marketplace
3 for the MSR products as evidenced by, you know, the
4 increasing number of participants in the market for
manufacturing as well as the numbers produced.

Q And Remington itself entered the MSR
market in 2008; is that correct?

A | believethat's correct. It'swithin
that time frame, 2008, 2009. | would haveto go
back and do some studying of catalogsto see what
the introduction date was for the R-15 and the
R-25.

Q Do you know why Remington decided to make
that move at that time?

A Wadll, | believe at that point in time we
were -- you know, Bushmaster and DPMS at a later
point were partners for us. We wanted to offer an
MSR that was tailored for hunting and for varmint
used them for target use. So therewasa
rebranding, rebadging, if you will, of products as
well as some that were Remington-specific in terms
of the features that they offered.

Q Inyour view was the market for MSRs
expanding at that time around 2008?

5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
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16
17
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24

Page 107
1 BY MS. HELFRICH:
2 Q Okay. And comparing 2004 to 1990 you
3 said -- and, again, I'm not asking you to give me a
4 specific number, but did it double, did it triple --
5 sorry, 1990 to 2004, in your experience did the
6 number of manufacturers double, triple, stay the
7 same, go down?
8 A | didn't have accessto reports from that
9 time period, from the early '90s. The only ones|
10 had accessible to me were through | want to say the
11 early 2000s. If there were ones from that earlier
12 time period | did not see those.
13 So I'm not able to offer an estimate
14 of what the market change was over that time period
15 just because | don't have data for the starting
16 point.
17  Q Fair. And thisgrowth inthe number of
18 companies, isthis related to agrowth in the size
19 of the market for MSRsin your view?
20 A |wouldsay itisrelated to agrowthin
21 the size of the market because, you know, standard
22 economics are a supply-and-demand thing. You can
23 have alarge supply, but if there's not demand for
24 it they wouldn't be -- you know, the firearms

Page 109
1 A Yes | beieveitwas. Youknow, with
2 the expiration of the assault weapons ban that's
3 when | think, you know, based on the data | 've seen
4 with market participants and that that there was an
5 increase in the number of companies producing the
6 firearmsaswell as the quantities produced as
7 well.
8 Q Do youknow whether it was a big increase
9 or just similar to what had come before?
10 A Youknow, you'd haveto actually map it
11 al out, but the growth curve seemed like for the
12 first several years after the lapse of the ban was
13 asteady growth and then there were times where
14 later on the growth was steeper. And there were
15 actually in some cases, a couple cases, where there
16 were slight market declines aswell, but in general
17 thetrend was towards higher quantities and more
18 participantsin the -- you know, in the manufacture
19 of modern sporting rifles.
20 Q Sol haveread, and I'm not vouching for
21 this number, but | have read that Bushmaster and
22 DPMSin 2007 had about half the market for AR-15s.
23 Doesthat sound right to you?
24 A They had asignificant part of the
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1 market. To pin me down to a specific number I'd 1 Eastern Time.
2 have to go back and run the numbers myself. 2 MS. HELFRICH: Areyou on Eastern Time?
3 So it doesn't sound particularly 3 THE WITNESS: | am on Eastern Time. I'm

4 outrageous, but, you know, again, for specificity |
5 would really need to take and do the numbers myself
6 to confirm that.
7 Q Okay. Would it be correct to say based
8 on your experience that in 2007 AR-15s were a
9 dominant part of the MSR market?
10 A | would say that they were one of the
11 primary products that were being sold in the MSR
12 market. | think, you know, also the importation
13 bansthat were in place for some of the other
14 products, with the lapse of those there was
15 interest in people, you know, in AKs and other
16 platformsthat, you know, kind of fall under the
17 MSR umbrella, but the AR market | would say
18 definitely wasin a growth mode.
19 Q Around that time, around 2007, 2008?
20 A It had started, yes. As| mentioned
21 previously, with the lapse of the assault weapons
22 ban the market grew and, you know, based on the
23 reported numbersin AFMER.
24 Q Andisit correct to say that AR-15s were

4 five milesfrom the timeline.
MS. HELFRICH: Okay. So your stomachis
6 on Eastern Time, too.
7 THE WITNESS: Y eah, unfortunately.
8 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. Well, I'll aim for
9 12:15 lunch break.

)]

10 THE WITNESS: Excellent.

11 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. Thank you.

12 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

13 (Whereupon, arecess was taken

14 at 12:21 p.m. ET and resumed at

15 12:26 p.m. ET asfollows:)

16 MS. HELFRICH: Sowell go back on the
17 record.

18 BY MS. HELFRICH:

19 Q Mr.Ronkainen, | want to ask you some
20 questions about your report, so | haveto do a

21 little bit of businessfirst to clean up the

22 record.

23 You've aready said that Exhibit 1is

24 thereport you submitted in this case. Y ou were --

Page 111

1 areally dominant part of the market and then their
2 shareiskind of shrinking as other things come in?
3 A Youknow, yeah, their market probably did
4 decrease, the percentage of the modern sporting
5 rifle market that they commanded decreased as other
6 products were introduced, other platforms that were
7 within that same umbrella. Again, need to take and
8 do adeeper dive on the AFMER data to understand,
9 you know, really what that shift was.

10 You know, at ahigh level | would say

11 it decreased some, but, you know, since there's

12 really no way to -- for me given the data | have to

13 beableto tell you exactly what it is, | can only

14 offer my estimation of what it is.

15 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. I'dliketotakea

16 five-minute break, if that's al right with you.

17 So well come back on the record at 11:25.

18 THE WITNESS: Okay. Canwetakealunch

19 break then, say, around noon your time?

20 MS. HELFRICH: Well --

21 THE WITNESS: Or isthat not -- not

22 within what you'd like to do?

23 MS. HELFRICH: How about 12:15?

24 THE WITNESS: That will work. I'mon

Page 113
1 and you've said that you were retained by Lothson's
2 firm; isthat correct?
3 A Thatiscorrect.
4 Q Allright. What was your assignment in
5 thiscase?
6 A My assignment wasto provide apoint of
7 view or arebuttal to expert witnesses' reports
8 that were provided originally in this case, in this
9 matter, and to provide the perspective of somebody
10 that had been in the industry and active within it
11 inarolethat involved the devel opment of the
12 product in question and, you know, a participant in
13 theindustry that worked with the sales and
14 marketing and somebody that was basically involved,
15 aplayer, if you will.
16 Q Doyou have personal beliefs about
17 whether the firearms restricted by Illinois' law
18 should be available to civilians?
19 A ldo. I support the Second Amendment
20 and -- you know, so we can leave it at that.
21 Basically, yes, | support the Second Amendment and
22 welll leaveit at that.
23 Q Didyou havethat view that the weapons
24 restricted by the lllinois law should be available
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1 tocivilians, did you have that view when you 1 Q Okay. Let mepoint something out, and
2 dtarted in the firearmsindustry in 1990? 2 then I'm going to ask you that question again.
3 A Yes 3 A Okay.
4  Q Inyour report you list on page 7 to 8 -- 4 Q Yousay here-- so here were on page 4:
5 no, actually 6 to 7 you list materials reviewed, 5 The AFMER data alone confirms that my companies,
6 expert reports of Louis Klarevas, Lucy Allen, Phil 6 eg., Bushmaster and DPMS, respectively, produced
7 Andrew, and James Y urgealitis, correct? 7 302,530 and 848,311 for atotal of 1,150,841 MSRs
8 A Yes 8 during the period for which such data directly
9 Q Now,didyou review the original report 9 attributable to each company was available.
10 by Mr. Klarevas or the corrected report by 10 Now, those --
11 Mr. Klarevas? 11 A Could you share your screen, please?
12 A [I'muncertain asto which onel actually 12 Q Oh, mygosh. | thought | was sharing.
13 reviewed. It was probably the corrected one, but | 13 A No.
14 don't know. | didn't realize there were two. 14 Q Canyouseeit now?
15 Q Okay. I thought that might be the case 15 A Yes | canseeit now.
16 but let me just ask you, your rebuttal isto pages 16 Q Okay. Sothisisthe sentencethat |
17 71to 21 of hisreport. 17 just read, startswith "The AFMER dataaone." Go
18 A Okay. 18 ahead and read that sentence.
19 Q Here'swhat you say up here because | 19 A Canyouscroll downso | can also seethe

20 think we can solve this problem pretty easily. You
21 say that his statements that he makes are wrong,
22 seeKlarevasreport pages 7 to 21. So that'sthe

23 section of the report that you're addressing?

24 A Yes

20 table?

21  Q Yeah. | wanttoask you about thetable.
22 A Okay.
23 Q Becausefor Bushmaster, for example, in

24 thefirst line thistotal hereis equalsrifles

Page 115
1 Q Okay. Solongasyou're not addressing
2 anything else| can tell you that none of the
3 changes that were made affect pages 7to 21, so I'm
4 going to probably show you hisreport later but
5 I'll show you the corrected one and | believe we
6 don't need to worry about that. Mr. Lothson can
7 have adifferent opinion if he thinks that you
8 reviewed a different report.
9 So did you review any -- sorry?

10 A | wasgoingto ask when the correction
11 took place.

12 Q Justlikeaweek later there was a--
13 A Okay.

14 Q --changeinan academic article that

15 cameto Mr. Klarevas's attention.

16 A Okay.

17 MR. LOTHSON: Untimely disclosure which
18 we'll moveto strike.

19 BY MS. HELFRICH:

20 Q Didyou draft the report yourself?
21 A Yes | did.
22  Q Anddoyou stand by everything in the

23 report or do you want to change anything today?
24 A | stand by the report as written.

Page 117
1 minus exported rifles but then the second line the
2 total equalsjust rifles and it looks like you
3 didn't subtract exported rifles and the same for
4 thethird line --
5 A Based onwhat you're showing metherel
6 would agree that that is -- the formulas
7 calculating the value shown and total are
8 different.
9 Q Sowasityour intention, werethese
10 totalsintended to represent, the totals you give
11 in the text up here, intended to represent rifles
12 produced minus rifles exported?
13 A | believethat'swhat my intent was, and
14 obviously with the math equation issue it did not
15 reduce the number of rifles exported, which would
16 have made a difference of about 5,600 perhaps,
17 5,800, somewhere in that neighborhood. So it would
18 reducethetota --
19 Q Yeah,it'snot ahuge difference, but |
20 just wanted to understand what your intention was.
21 So can | assume, then, that the total
22 attributable to each company is the number of
23 rifles produced, so the second column from the
24 |eft, minus rifles exported, fourth column from the
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1 left? 1 product development, which would have been
2 A That would be the intent, yes, maam. 2 dtarting, | believe, in 2013 by my CV.
3 Q Okay. That'sfine. | just wanted to 3 Q S02013to 20167
4 understand. | did not see that issue arising in 4 A Yes, would have been in that time period.
5 theDPMSdata. It wasjust Bushmaster, whoknows | 5 Q Okay. | want to ask you about some
6 why. 6 numbersthat Mr. Klarevas gives, so let me stop
7 So with that correction do you stand 7 sharing and show you a different document.
8 by everything that'sin your report? 8 Can you see adocument that has a
9 A | dostand by everything that'sin my 9 title Declaration of Louis Klarevas?
10 report with the exception of those total numbers 10 A Yes, | seethat.
11 would vary based on correction of the math there 11 Q Okay. Andjust to make Mr. Lothson
12 that took place there. 12 happy, I'm going to use Mr. Klarevassfirst report
13 Q Okay. 13 since pages 7 to 21 are unchanged.
14 A With the magnitude of the error being 14 Do you recognize this document as
15 approximately 56 to 5,800 unitsin total for the 15 something that you reviewed?
16 time period in question. 16 A Yes
17 Q Andiseverythinginthereport true to 17  Q I'mgoingto scroll.
18 the best of your knowledge? 18 Do you recognize this?
19 A Yes maam,itis. 19 A Yes
20 Q Okay; great. 20 Q Okay. I'mgoing to go to page 14 of this
21 Now, | want to ask you some more about 21 report. | need to make this bigger.
22 the market for MSRs. So you say on page 3: | have | 22 Canyou still seeit, the chart?

23 also reviewed the report submitted by the State's 23 A Yes | candtill seeit.
24 expert, Mr. Klarevas. Mr. Klarevas's suggestion 24  Q Okay. Thisisachart that Mr. Klarevas

Page 119 Page 121
1 that MSR production volumes did not result in 1 included in hisreport. Now, these are numbers
2 dignificant quantities of MSRs being produced for 2 that the NSSF provides regarding annual production
3 thecivilian marketplace is wrong. 3 of MSRs. Now | assume that you are not able to
4 Did I read that correctly? 4 vouch for the accuracy of these numbers, but if I'm
5 A Yes 5 wrong please let me know.
6 Q Okay. And, asyou said earlier, your 6 A | amunableto vouch for those. The only
7 rebutta isaimed at pages 7 to 21 of hisreport, 7 access | would have had for those would have been
8 correct? 8 in Mr. Klarevas's report.
9 A Yes 9 Q That'sfine
10 Q Allright. Thenyou go on to say: 10 What | want to ask you about is the
11 During my tenure as the director of MSR new product 11 pattern that these numbers show, so the specific
12 development for Remington, DPMS, and Bushmaster, 12 numbers don't matter. What | want to ask you is
13 MSR production volumes for lawful salesto 13 whether the pattern of growth is the same pattern
14 civilians stayed robust year over year. ATF AFMER 14 of growth that you experienced in this market, and
15 datafor DPMS and Bushmaster confirms this point. 15 what | want to point out especialy is| want to
16 Overall, the market has been consistent or 16 divideit up into sort of three different decades.
17 expanding, not contracting on the whole. 17 Soif welook in the '90s, and |
18 Did | read that correctly? 18 understand that you don't -- you didn't study the
19 A Yes 19 datafrom the 1990s, in the 1990s we've got a much
20 Q Okay. Sowhen you say during my tenure 20 smaller market than we do between, let's say, 2010
21 asdirector of MSR new product development for 21 and 2021. That would seem to jibe with what you've
22 Remington, DPMS, and Bushmaster, could you say what | 22 told me; isthat right?
23 time period you are referring to? 23 A That'scorrect. The numbersthat
24 A Thatiswhen| had responsibility for the 24 Mr. Klarevasislisting there are all firearms,

31 (Pages 118 - 121)

Veritext Lega Solutions
WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376



Case 3:23-cv-00209-SPM Document 232-12 Filed 09/13/24 Page 32 of 150 Page ID
#16496

Page 122
1 which are handguns and everything else. MSRsisa
2 part of the total market --
3 Q Wadll, hang on because thisfirst column
4 hereisMSRs annual. MSRs --
5 A Yes
6 Q Thiscolumn--
7 A For caculation of the percentages he's
8 using al firearms annually. My datawhen I've
9 looked at it has been with regard to rifles only,
10 so I'll make that cavesat.
11 Q Doyou mean your data hasbeen -- | don't
12 understand. Could you explain again?
13 A Inthethird column there where it says
14 All Firearms (Annual).
15 Q Yesh
16 A That'sal firearms, shotguns, rifles,
17 pistols, everything, and so the data l've done in
18 terms of, you know, MSR and market analysis has
19 been looking strictly with regard to rifles. It
20 doesn't count in handguns, which are a significant
21 part of the market, or other firearms. It's
22 dtrictly looking at riflesin total.
23 Q Soyou have no thoughts about this
24 percentage of M SRs as a percentage of total

Page 124

1 on some years being less than previous years but

2 thetrend lineis definitely a growth trend line.

3 Q Andwouldyou agree that the slope gets a

4 |ot steeper maybe starting 2007, 2008?

5 A BasedonthedataMr. Klarevashasin

6 thistable | would agree that, yes, it does get

7 steeper.

8 Q Doesthat square with your experience,

9 doesthat jibe with your experience of the market?
10 A Asl said during my time period, yes. In
11 thedataanaysis| did for times prior to my
12 involvement in the MSR market, prior to the
13 expiration of the assault weapons ban in 2004, you
14 know, it was avery slow-moving market,

15 consistently, you know, 150 to 200,000 unitsin

16 total going in, but then when the sales were able

17 toincrease you'll notice that all of a sudden you

18 went up to, you know, six-digit production numbers
19 in certain years where, you know, people were

20 purchasing alot of the products.

21  Q Okay. Sowithout endorsing these

22 specific numbers, this growth pattern at least from
23 the mid 2000s onward is consistent with your

24 experience, the pattern?

Page 123
1 firearms produced?
2 A | would say that it's, you know, the
3 trend that'sindicated thereis, you know, similar
4 to | think what | showed. | would say the absolute
5 value of the numbersthat are shown there are low
6 because of the denominator used to calculate them,
7 dl rifles-- or, excuse me, all firearms versus
8 rifles.
9 Q Understood. What about the pattern of
10 growth from 2 percent in 1990 to 18 percent in
11 2021?
12 A Again, asl said, generdly it's
13 directionally correct. My estimations werein
14 terms of part of the market alittle bit higher
15 because | waslooking strictly at rifles, not all
16 handguns and shotguns and other things, but, yes,
17 directionally it'sthe same.
18 There are economic downturns that are
19 indicated there, specifically 2010 was a slow year,
20 and there have been different times, | think, like
21 some of the financial crises affected the overall
22 growth, but in general if you were to draw atrend
23 line from 1990 to 2021 it's definitely a positive
24 dope and going up with individual variations based

Page 125
1 A Thepattern and the trend are consistent
2 with my experience.
3 Q Okay. And, again, not asking you to
4 vouch for these specific numbers, this last column
5 that Mr. Klarevas has, which | haveto say, I'm not
6 anumbers person, it took me awhileto figure out
7 how to read this column, what this column suggests
8 isthat if these numbers were accurate, and we're
9 not saying they are, then half of the MSRs produced
10 between 1990 and 2021 were actually produced just
11 between 2015 and 2021 -- sorry, 2016 and 2021. So
12 that's this group here.
13 Without vouching for a specific
14 number, does that square with your view of the
15 market?
16 A Yeah, | believethat -- you know, as|
17 stated before, that the number of manufacturers
18 increased aswell as the volumes they were
19 producing based on the rudimentary analysis|
20 conducted of the AFMER numbers during certain
21 sections of that time period.
22 So there's growth, and based on
23 Mr. Klarevas's numbers, if you accept those as, you
24 know, accurate, yeah, about 50 percent of them
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1 produced in -- you know, from that 2016 tothe 2021 | 1 particular. | reviewed Mr. Klarevas's comments on
2 time period. 2 it, but | have not gone back and personally read
3 Q Wadl,justtobeclear, these are NSSF 3 the survey and the details with regard to it.

4 numbers, not Mr. Klarevas's, but that's okay, but |
5 want to be clear. I'm asking you whether your
6 experience of the market is consistent with what's
7 shown here.
8 A Asl stated previoudly, yes. The market
9 hasgrown. I'd say in recent yearsit has grown
10 more steadily or at a higher rate than it had
11 previously, and some of that was dueto, like |
12 said, the assault weapons ban expiring and the
13 availability of the product to more people in more
14 configurations that weren't limited by what the
15 previouslaw had init.
16 Q Okay. Now interms of rebutting
17 Mr. Klarevassreport, | just want to ask you, did
18 you review the English survey?

19 A English survey?

20 Q Yes. Areyoufamiliar with the English
21 survey?

22 A | don'trecal what that is. Canyou

23 show mewhat itisand I'll tell you if I've seen
24 it?

4 MS. HELFRICH: All right. I'm going to
5 stop sharing.
6 | was hoping to go back to your
7 report, but | seem to have lost it. Here we go.
8 I'm going to share again.
9 Just asecond. June, | don't think --
10 | don't remember whether | asked that the Klarevas
11 report be marked as Exhibit 2. | would like to ask
12 that it be marked as Exhibit 2.
13 THE REPORTER: You had not.
14 (Document was marked Exhibit 2
15 for identification.)
16 BY MS. HELFRICH:
17 Q Okay. Mr. Ronkainen, can you see your
18 report?
19 A Yes
20  Q | wanttoask you about some statements
21 inyour report. On page 2 you say -- let mefind
22 it. Well, now | can't find it.
23 Here we go: During my timein the
24 firearmsindustry, demand and sales of commercial

Page 127
1 Q Yeah. I'mgoingto go back to sharing.
2 Can you see the chart again?
3 A Yes
4 Q Okay. Sopage7 of Professor Klarevas's

5 report, Section I11A says Assault Weapons, and then
6 Section II1Ai says The English Survey. In 2021
7 Georgetown University professor William English
8 conducted a survey of gun owners.
9 Have you reviewed that survey?
10 A | havenot reviewed that survey in
11 particular. I've seen areference of it in this
12 document, but | have not gone through that survey
13 personally to analyze the detailsthat are there.
14 Q Okay. Hereon page 12, Section I11Aii,
15 it'stitled NSSF Publications. Did you review the
16 NSSF publicationsthat Mr. Klarevasisreferring to
17 inthis section of his report?

18 A Asl said before, | didn't have accessto
19 those.

20 Q Sorry for all the scralling.

21 Here on page 19 of hisreport, Section

22 111Aiii, The Washington Post/Ipsos Survey, did you
23 review the Washington Post/I psos survey?
24 A | havenot reviewed that survey in

Page 129
1 MSRs climbed markedly and steadily.
2 Do you see that?
3 A Yes
4 Q Whenyousay commercial sales-- sorry,

5 when you say sales of commercial MSRs, does
6 commercial MSRsinclude any MSRs sold to law
7 enforcement?
8 A Typically, no. Thosewould have been
9 sold -- they are on some occasions sold,
10 semiautomatic versions, to law enforcement agencies
11 that require that, but by far and away the mgjority
12 were sold to the general public as opposedto LE
13 sdes.
14 Q Whenyoureportriflesaesto ATF, the
15 Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
16 Explosives, when you report rifle sales that data
17 includes any sales to law enforcement, correct?
18 A Yes,itdoes. They'redisposed of in
19 commerce, so they would be included on that report.
20 Q Itdoesnotinclude salesto the
21 military, correct?
22 A Sdestothemilitary, | believe, were
23 not part of that. These are strictly ones that are
24 into commerce.
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1 Q Okay. 1 know, salesto law enforcement, yes, that would be
2 A Therulesfor the AFMER reporting, you 2 inthere. 1t would be avery small percentage.

3 know, delineate exactly what needs to be reported.
4 Based on my recollection of having read those, |
5 believe military sales are excluded from that.
6 Again, I'd have to go back and read that in detail
7 to confirm that for you.
8 Q Okay. Inthisstatement that we just are
9 looking at here, when you say demand and sales of
10 commercial MSRs climbed markedly and steadily, are
11 you referring to demand and sales at your companies
12 or in the market overall?
13 A Specifically based on my recollection of
14 what was going on with our company, but, you know,
15 being involved in the industry you could see that
16 there were alot of competitors coming into the
17 marketplace and the overall numbers of the products
18 being sold into commerce wasincreasing as well.
19 So, | mean, our salespeople had access
20 to the specific data, albeit on the time lag that
21 happens by the reporting period. It'stypically
22 trailing data by 12 to 18 months, | believe, based
23 on when the ATF finally generates the report. So,
24 you know, our experience was that sales were

3 Youlook at the total volumes that were produced
4 and sold, if those volumes were going in any
guantities, any large percentage into law
enforcement, there would be so many gunsin the
cars of the officers that are out there policing
our streetsthat it wouldn't be possible for them
to do anything but sit in the car themselves.

So, yes, there were sales, but to
claim that it's, you know, any significant
percentageis | think -- you know, it's incorrect.

Q Okay. Let meask you, when you say that
are you talking about sales from your companies or
the market overall?

A I'm saying, you know, from sales from my
company and | would expect that by extrapolation
that it wouldn't be any different for other
companies. There aren't any other of the
competitors that we had that I'm aware of that were
selling exclusively into the LE market and not into
22 the commercial modern sporting rifle market.

23 Q Now, the BATF AFMER reports show
24 production of rifles, right, it doesn't separate

5
6
7
8
9
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20
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Page 131
1 growing, both, you know, with Bushmaster,
2 Remington, DPMS, as well as what we saw our
3 competitors doing.
4 Q Okay. Now other than that AFMER chart on
5 page 4, which we're going to look at in a second,
6 other than that AFMER chart you don't provide any
7 sadlesnumbersin here, in your report, correct?

8 A Thatiscorrect.
9 Q Whynot?
10 A Basicdly | only needed them to prove

11 what | had to, you know, the statements | was

12 making in the table. Specific salesdatait's all

13 available, it's available in the references that |

14 havefor my report. It'sfrom the AFMER data, so
15 it would be redundant to do that | felt.

16 Q Soit'sinthedatafrom your report. Do

17 you mean the materials you reviewed?

18 A Yes. It'savailablewithin that.

19 Q IntheAnnual Firearms Manufacturing and
20 Export Reports?

21 A Yes

22 Q Okay. Butaswe said, that might include
23 salesto law enforcement, correct?

24 A Let'stalk about that alittle bit. You

Page 133
1 out modern sporting rifles, correct?
2 A Thatiscorrect. That datais
3 confounded. So for acompany like Remington that
4 produced both types of products, you're not ableto
5 extract from the reported data, you know, which is
6 which. | believe the NSSF data, as | understand
7 it, there was contact outside of the AFMER reports
8 to get information from the companies firsthand as
9 to what the actual breakdown was. As| said,
10 though, I didn't have access to that information to
11 includeit in my analysis.
12 Q Okay. Butl actualy can't tell from ATF
13 data how many MSRs a particular company produced
14 because they're just going to list rifles, right?
15 MR. LOTHSON: Objection; misstates
16 testimony. That's not what he said.
17 BY MS. HELFRICH:
18 Q I'masking.
19 A Thedatacan be parsedin away for
20 companies that produce modern sporting rifles
21 exclusively or nearly exclusively compared to gun
22 companies that produce both lines of products and
23 it obscures what the modern sporting rifles
24 component of their sales were.
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1 For example, Springfield Armory
2 producesthe M1A aswell asaline of ARrifles. |
3 can't tell what the percentageis for them, | don't
4 have access to that information, but for a company
5 like Arrow Precision or another company that's
6 producing exclusively ARs, that's datathat | can
7 rely upon to say, okay, that istruly AR sales,
8 it's not commingled with other rifle sales; and
9 based on adding that up for known AR producers and
10 excluding producers that, you know, have both
11 product lines where it'simpossible for me to tell
12 what's -- what percentage of the total number
13 reported is MSRs, even with that, you know, it
14 looks like based on the data analysis I've
15 conducted, you know, you're looking at 30 -- you
16 know, anywhere from -- you know, arising from the
17 teens of percentages up to probably 25 to even 30
18 percent of the total sales conservatively are
19 modern sporting rifles of the total number of
20 rifles reported.
21 The actual number | would expect to be
22 higher, but, again, | don't have the ability to
23 disambiguate that data to be able to tell, okay,
24 Remington Armsfrom Ilion, New Y ork, produced

Page 136
1 disambiguate modern sporting rifles from rifles
2 total by looking at ATF reports, AFMER reports,
3 right?
4 A You probably cannot --

5 MR. LOTHSON: Objection.
6 THE WITNESS: Go ahead.
7 MR. LOTHSON: I'll object. That's not
8 histestimony.
9 BY MS. HELFRICH:
10 Q [I'masking. Canl disambiguate --

11 looking at just -- let me rephrase.

12 Looking at just the AFMER reports, can
13 I know the number of modern sporting rifles that
14 were sold in agiven year?

15 A Anexact number you would be unable to do
16 that. You can estimate it based upon companies

17 that sell only modern sporting rifles and excluding
18 othersthat sell a mixture, which tends to be a

19 more conservative estimate of the number of guns
20 produced because you're disregarding or not able to
21 incorporate production volumes of modern sporting
22 rifles from companies that offer both, you can't

23 disambiguate their data, but for ones that where

24 you know that their sole product lines are

Page 135
53,207 or something like that. That's data and
information that the NSSF was able to get via
contact through additional --
(Audio Interruption.)

MS. HELFRICH: I'm sorry. Can someone
mute?

MR. LOTHSON: That would be Troy Owensis
unmuted.

Troy, we're hearing your conversation
relative to adifferent case.

THE REPORTER: | just muted him, but |
would like to hear the end of the answer again
because he was speaking over you. You said "That's
data and information that the NSSF was able to get
via contact through additional..."

THE WITNESS: It was data that the NSSF
was able to get via contact directly with the
companies for their own disambiguated production
numbers for modern sporting rifles.

BY MS. HELFRICH:

Q Okay. | asked you awhile ago why you
22 didn't include sales numbers and you said it wasin
23 the materias reviewed so you didn't think you
24 needed to repeat it, but in actual fact | can't
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1 MSR-based you can add those up and come up with an
2 estimation of what the salesare. That'swhat I've
3 done.
4 Q Butyou haven' stated that number in the
5 report. You haven't stated an annual total of MSRs
6 produced in your report. You've only given data
7 for Bushmaster and DPMS, correct?
8 A Because that was data that | was able to,
9 you know, look at and answer based on my own
10 persona experience. For companies outside of the
11 Remington Arms Company and Bushmaster and DPM S and
12 AAC, | have to use my knowledge of the industry to
13 say who's producing what.
14 You know, | can look at the AFMER list
15 and | can say that, okay, Rock River Arms, they're
16 producing exclusively modern sporting rifles, so
17 their number, we'll add that to the tally of guns
18 being produced. For somebody like Sturm Ruger or
19 Remington, some portion of what they're producing
20 and reporting is modern sporting rifles. I'm not
21 ableto disambiguate that, so I'll disregard it.
22 But using the ones of known producers
23 of modern sporting rifles that | was able to do
24 based on my own persona knowledge and experience
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1 with the competitors that were in the marketplace | 1 Do you see that statement?

2 was able to develop, you know, what their 2 A Yes/|do.

3 approximate sales numbers were and, as | said, it's 3 Q Atthetimeyou wrote the report what was

4 aconservative estimate. It isactualy probably -- 4 your basis for saying that this was a market-wide

5 itisn't probably, it is higher, but I'm not able 5 sales expansion?

6 totell you exactly how much higher. 6 A Anecdotaly that wasthe experience. The

7 The NSSF data may help that because 7 exact amount or the magnitude of same | didn't have

8 they did actually reach out to the firearms 8 that number. That was actualy something that |

9 manufacturers for disambiguation of that data. | 9 needed to do the analysis on to be able to report
10 didn't, and | didn't have access to their numbers 10 that. That was not done, but we could see based on
11 to run myself when | did my analysis. 11 thefact that our sales were peaking that the same
12 Q Sowhenyou didyour analysisdid you 12 thing was happening at other companies.
13 come up with an estimate using the method you've | 13 Therewas alot of advertising.
14 described of annual sales of MSRs for the years 14 There's, you know, information from point of sale
15 that you were in the firearms industry or for the 15 that, you know, not only was our product moving but
16 years when you were director of product development 16 so were the products of other manufacturers. So
17 for MSRs? 17 it'san anecdotal recollection of what was going on
18 A | didnot go through and do that 18 within the market.
19 particular activity. | waslooking strictly at the 19 Q Okay. Going back to the earlier
20 Bushmaster and DPMS. The more extensive look at | 20 statement on page 2 that during my time in the
21 overal within the industry wasn't in place at that 21 firearms industry demand and sales of commercial
22 time. 22 MSRs climbed markedly and steadily, do you remember
23 Q What doyou mean wasn't in place? 23 we talked about that sentence?
24 A | hadn't done the analysis at that time. 24 A Yes

Page 139 Page 141

1 Q Atthetime-- 1 Q Solwanttoaskyou about -- well, let

2 A That'snotinmy report. 2 mefindit. | realized | can highlight these and

3 Q --of your report? 3 they'll be easier to see. I'm alittle Slow

4 I'm sorry. We spoke over each other. 4 sometimes.

5 A Theoveral saesnumbersare not in the 5 So this sentence, climbed markedly and

6 report. 6 steadily, | would like you to flesh that out for

7 Q Andwhen you wrote the report you had not 7 me. What do you mean by markedly?

8 donethat analysis? 8 A Wall, Remington's sales, and Remington

9 A | had not completed the analysis at that 9 being Remington, DPMS, and Bushmaster, the sales
10 point. 10 volumesincreased. There was year-to-year
11 Q Haveyou completed that analysis now? 11 variation, there was occasions where you had
12 A Rudimentary passat it, yes, | have. 12 contraction, but to throw atrend line on it the
13 Q Okay. Allright. | want to ask afew 13 growth was positive. In some cases, you know, the
14 more questions. We're very close to lunch, | 14 production numbers would jump a hundred percent
15 promise you. 15 year over year, in other cases they would decline
16 Okay. Thisis page 4 of your report. 16 some, but the general trend was upward and it was
17 I'm going to read the first sentence of this 17 steadily upward.
18 paragraph here: Asafamily of companies, with 18 Y ou know, and it really depends on how
19 Remington as the head, we reviewed the marketplace| 19 you want to define steadily. Isit dways
20 and our competitors. Other manufacturers 20 increasing? No, there were times when economic
21 experienced similar growth during thistimeframe, |21 conditionsin the marketplace caused adownturnin
22 which confirmed that this was amarket-wide sales | 22 the market for Remington and for the market in
23 expansion and not a phenomenon experienced only by 23 general, but the general trend line, as| said, was
24 Remington/Bushmaster/DPMS. 24 increasing, was positive slope, and was steady.
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1 Q Okay. Nottobeanoodge, butisn'ta 1 to break for lunch. So 30 minutes, is that enough
2 trend line dways steady? 2 time?
3 A Generaly | would agree with you, yes. 3 THE WITNESS:. Sounds good.
4 Q Okay. Sol--evenif thetrendis 4 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. Thank you, and
5 upward, isit still correct to say that the growth 5 well see you back here -- well, let's call it
6 issteady? 6 12:40 Central Time.
7 A Withtheannua and year-to-year 7 MR. LOTHSON: Gretchen, may | ask -- and
8 downturns steadily is not maybe the most succinct 8 we're off the record now | assume.
9 way of saying that. It waslooking at it over a 9 MS. HELFRICH: That'sfine.
10 period of time, the years you had contractions, 10 (Whereupon, a recess was taken
11 follow-up years were growth, and the level wasto 11 at 1:07 p.m. ET and resumed at
12 above what it had been previously. 12 1:41 p.m. ET asfollows:)
13 So in general, yes, it was growing. 13 BY MS. HELFRICH:
14 Steadily implying that there was no decline, well, 14 Q Mr. Ronkainen, | want to ask you about
15 maybe that's not an accurate statement completely, 15 the innovations you talk about in your report. |
16 but, you know, in general, as I've stated, the 16 want to talk about them individually, and | want to
17 market was growing, sales were growing. 17 understand what they are but | also want to
18 Q Let'slook at thischart again, the AFMER 18 understand which ones happened while you werein
19 production values. For DPMS you have avalue at 19 charge of product development or if any of them are
20 2007 of 58,674 rifles produced? 20 from other time periods, okay?
21 A Yep. 21 A Okay.
22 Q Netof exports, 58,269. Eight years 22 Q Allright. On page 2 of your report, and
23 later in 2015 you're at alower number 50,455. 23 | will shareit, can you see the chart?
24 You've goneway up. You've goneway down. Areyou 24 A Yes
Page 143 Page 145
1 saying that you would characterize that as steady? 1 Q Allright. I'mgoingtopage?2. You
2 A Withthe exception of the last two years 2 say: Some of the many innovationsin MSR design
3 reported there, | would say, yes, it demonstrated 3 include modifying the gas system design to work
4 growth. 4 reliably with cartridges besides .223 Rem/5.56x45
5 As| said, there are years where you 5 NATO and .308 Win/7.62x51 NATO; isthat correct?
6 had ahundred percent increase in productionvolume| 6 A That iscorrect.
7 over previous years and then there were obviously 7 Q .223Rem/5.56 NATO, those are common
8 declines. So if you want to argue about the word 8 cartridges used with AR platform M SRs, correct?

9 steadily, you know, go ahead and strike that from 9 A Thoseare cartridges used with an AR-15.
10 thereport. You know, it grew. Did it grow year 10 The AR-10 or the larger pattern uses a.308
11 over year without ever acontraction? | would say, |11 Win/7.62x51 NATO asits parent cartridge, and

12 well, the data doesn't support that statement 12 there's actually -- there have been modifications

13 exactly, but the general trend was for it to grow. 13 to the AR-10 platform that allow for asmaller

14 Q Allright. 14 package than the AR-10 to handle the .308 family of
15 A AndlI think Mr. Klarevas's data 15 cartridges and other similar cartridges. So...

16 demonstrates the same thing, that it was -- the 16  Q | think that's one of the innovations

17 market grew aswell over that time period. There 17 we're going to talk about.
18 were times where it slowed, but the genera trend 18 A Okay.

19 wasup. 19 Q Butjust back up asecond. | believe you

20 Q And, again, to beclear, that's NSSF 20 just used the phrase parent cartridge?

21 data, it'snot Mr. Klarevas's data? 21 A Yes

22 A It'shisanalysisof it, yes, that's 22 Q What doesthat mean?

23 correct. 23 A Therearefamiliesof cartridgesthat are

24 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. Thisisagoodtime |24 based upon aparent case. For example, on the .308
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1 Winchester, that same case, the body of the case we
2 all know and understand, it looks like a bottleneck
3 case, the diameter of the neck where the bullet
4 actually is seated in the cartridge can vary in
5 diameter based on, you know, the particular needs
6 of thegun.
7 So, for example, if abulletisin the
8 243-thousandths diameter there's a cartridge called
9 .243 Win, which the actual dimensions of the bullet
10 and that may differ by afew thousandths but it
11 usesthe .308 cartridge with the shoulder that's on
12 there whereit's neck down just with the reduced
13 diameter to hold the smaller bullet. Likewise, the
14 .260 Remington, 7mm-08 are other children of the
15 parent .308 cartridge.
16 There are other cartridges that have
17 been developed that don't use the .308 as the
18 basis, asthe parent case for it. Some of the PRC
19 cartridges which have come out in the last several
20 years utilize a newly designed cartridge that's
21 approximately the size of a.308. It fitswithin
22 the envelope of what the AR-10 or other platforms
23 that are capable of handling .308s but aren't
24 necessarily dimensionally the same as the .308.

Page 148
1 are probably the majority of them. Y ou know, who
2 knows. | won't even offer a percentage, but the
3 .308 family, though, there are enough other options
4 therethat, you know, the .308/7.62x51, isit 50
5 percent, isit 40 percent, isit 70 percent? |
6 don't have that information, and I'm not sure how
7 I'dgetit.
8 Q Okay. Allright. Sowhy was Remington
9 interested in modifying the gas system design to
10 work with other cartridges?
11 A Waell, for other applications for the
12 AR-15, for instance, as | mentioned here, the .204
13 Ruger was a cartridge that was developed primarily
14 for varmint hunting. So people that wanted to hunt
15 coyotes or other type of game like that wanted to
16 utilize an AR MSR-style firearm that was capable of
17 shooting .204 Rugers.
18 So first you have to create the barrel
19 with the chamber that is for the .204 Ruger because
20 the .204 Ruger will not shoot safely within a.223,
21 and then the pressure time characteristics of the
22 cartridge as the bullet is moving down the barrel
23 affect the amount of gas and the pressure that's
24 available for operating the action. Aswe

Page 147
It's the shoulder may be in adifferent position,
the body diameters may be larger or smaller asthe
case may be, so there are differences dimensionally
in other cases.
But when | say parent I'm talking
about other calibers, other cartridges that are
reliant upon the parent case with modifications, as
I've discussed.
Q Do you know roughly in the market for
10 AR-15 platform MSRs what percentage are chambered
11 in.223 or 5.56?
12 A Withany great degree of specificity, no.
13 | would say that the majority, more than 50
14 percent, of the MSRs made are for cartridgesin
15 that range, but, you know, to hang a number, an
16 exact number onit, | don't have that information
17 and it's not available through, you know, the BATF
18 or othersthat I'm aware of.
19 Q Okay. Same question for the .308
20 Win/7.62 with regard to the AR-10 platform, can you
21 give me a percentage of AR-10 style MSRsthat are
22 chambered in these calibers, these cartridges?
23 A Again, there's not any cartridge-specific
24 data. Most -- of the AR-15, the .223 and the 5.56

© 00N OB WDN B
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1 discussed previously, the AR-15 basically bleeds

2 off gasand putsit inside of the bullet in order

3 to operate the action, and the pressure time

4 characteristics and pressure displacement

5 characteristics of the .204 Ruger cartridge are

6 different than the -- than the .223. So you have

7 to modify the design in order to make the gun

8 function reliably with that cartridge.

9 Q Okay. Let meask you some specific
10 questions about the .204 Ruger, but before | do
11 that | think you said, and I'm not trying to put
12 wordsin your mouth so tell meif thisisright,
13 you said that one of the motivations for modifying
14 the gas system wasto be able to use AR-15s or
15 AR-10sfor other purposes like varmint hunting?
16 A Itwasto utilizethat cartridge for
17 people that wanted to varmint hunt withit. A .223
18 isaperfectly acceptable gun for using for varmint
19 hunting. The .204 Ruger has the slight advantage
20 interms of it has a higher muzzle velocity and the
21 arcof the bullet asit's flying through the air,
22 it'snot as much of arainbow, it's aflatter
23 shooting cartridge. So --
24 Q Solet meask you to explain that
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1 because -- I'm sorry to interrupt you, but | want
2 to go carefully and make a clean record about this
3 because | want to understand the terms.
4 Y ou say -- you describe the .204 Ruger
5 asahigh velocity, flat shooting cartridge adapted
6 to permit the ethical and reliable harvesting of
7 predators and varmints using AR-15 type platform
8 MSRs, right?

9 A That'swhat it says, yes.
10 Q Okay. Canyou explain, | think you were
11 doing it right now, but can you explain what flat

12 shooting is?

13 A Okay. Every gunwhen it shoots abullet
14 regardless of, you know, what type it is, there's
15 thisthing called gravity in thisworld, and the
16 gravity starts pulling the bullet towards the

17 ground from the moment it leaves the muzzle until
18 it finally impacts the ground. The faster a

19 cartridgeistraveling typically the less drop it

20 experiences, but it will always reach the ground.
21 1t will have atrgjectory that isflatter; that is,

22 it'snot as arced in the center as, you know, other
23 cartridges perhaps with heavier bullets or

24 slower-moving bullets. So in thisinstance the

Page 152

1 goesdown. How much and how -- how rainbow-like it
isisessentialy, you know, aless desirable form
or alessdesirable trgjectory for that particular
bullet because it makes accuracy in hitting what
you're shooting at, especialy at alonger
distance, more difficult because the drop that it
experiences from its maximum or its apogee of its
trgjectory down to where you want it to impact is
more, and you have to estimate what that isif a
cartridge like the .204 Ruger, which has a higher
muzzle velocity, experiences less drop over agiven
distance than a slower-moving bullet such asthe
.223 or some other caliber.

Q Soaml right inthinking that thereisa
15 different meaning -- that there's a second meaning
16 for flat shooting that has to do with movement of
17 the muzzle asyou fire the firearm?
18 A Thereis--thetermisusedin that
19 same-- in an alternate thing, and the way you
20 describeitisyes. Flat shooting, the way you
21 describeit isalittle less common usage of that
22 phrase.
23  Q That'snot what you mean here, correct?
24 A That'snot necessarily what | mean here.
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.204 Ruger, the muzzle velocities on that cartridge
as loaded are higher than what .223 Remingtons are.
One other thing to help everybody

understand isif abarrel islevel and just, you

5 know, the center lineis perfectly level, if you

6 wereto shoot around and drop the bullet at the

7 sametime, if you were physically able to do that,

8 the bullet would land at the ground at your feet

9 that you dropped, you manually dropped, at the same
10 time the bullet would impact the ground at some
11 distance out from the muzzle.
12 And so when we talk about flat
13 shooting, it's with respect to how far the bullet
14 will travel beforeit impactsthe ground. The
15 farther it goes, the flatter shooting it is.
16 There's al'so when you shoot sometimes,
17 thisisintentional, the muzzle will be pointed
18 dlightly upwards and so that givesit alaunch-up,
19 sothebullet climbs until gravity is such that the
20 climbing ceases and then it starts to travel down
21 towardsthe ground. That iswhere, when |
22 mentioned the rainbow-type trajectory, that gives
23 youanidea. It'snotaling, it'sacurve, andin
24 the case of arainbow it goes up and it eventually

1
2
3
4

Page 153
1 Thisis more with respect to the trgjectory of the
2 bullet.
3 Q Okay. |just wanted to be absolutely
4 sure about that.
5 A Yeah
6 Q Whatdoyoumean by ethical and reliable
7 harvesting of predators and varmints?
8 A Whenyou're hunting itisthe-- you
9 know, my personal belief thisis, itisonly
10 ethical to shoot and kill something in the most
11 humane fashion that you can. For instance, if
12 you're hunting coyotes or something like that that
13 when you shoot they die instantly or very, very
14 quickly after the shot takes place versus having
15 them wounded and dying at some later time from
16 their wounds or being injured and, you know, having
17 to live with those wounds for the rest of their
18 life.
19 So that boils down to the ethical and
20 reliability part of it.
21 Q Soyou said that'syour personal opinion,
22 but isthis a generally accepted understanding of
23 what ethical hunting is?
24 A Yesitis
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1 Q Okay.

2 A Andthefact that | shareit personally,

3 | believe that isthe ethos of huntersin the

4 United States. Not to say it's an absol ute perfect

5 world and that everybody adheres to that, but |

6 would say that by far and away the majority of

7 hunters subscribe to that ethos.

8 Q Okay. Andif you said ethical hunting,

9 this cartridge allows more ethical hunting, a
10 hunter would understand what you mean by that even
11 if they don't agree?
12 A Yes. And, you know, for somebody that's
13 against hunting they would potentially argue with
14 me about whether or not it's even ethical to hunt
15 animals, but in lines of my beliefs and, you know,
16 that, | believe what's stated there.
17 Q Okay. Sowhatisit about flat shooting
18 that enhances the ability to ethically and reliably
19 harvest predators and varmints?
20 A Wél, as| described, when you have a
21 bullet'strajectory that's very arced,
22 rainbow-like, being able to consistently impact the
23 bullet where you want to to shoot accurately at
24 distance is more difficult with abullet that's

Page 156
1 different and, you know, actually smaller than the
2 .223 Remington. So you have to have the smaller
3 diameter and rifling to spin the bullet. You have
4 to have the chamber machined into the barrel that
5 corresponds with the dimensions of the .204 Ruger
6 rather than the .223. So there's a bunch of steps
7 that need to take place.
8 This cartridge is used across, you
9 know, bolt-action rifles as well as, you know,
10 modern sporting rifles and other platforms for
11 varmint and predator hunting, so the dimensions are
12 dl known. It'stheinterna ballistic
13 characteristics that are specific to the .204 Ruger
14 that require the adaptation of the gas system to
15 make the gun function reliably.
16 Q Soif someonewanted to use a.204 Ruger
17 with an AR platform they'd have to buy arifle?
18 A They would haveto buy arifle. You
19 know, that's one way of doing it. Giventhe AR's
20 modularity you could buy an upper receiver assembly
21 for a.204 Ruger that would work there. The balt,
22 | believe, matches up with .223, but in the event
23 that it didn't you'd have to buy abolt carrier
24 assembly or abolt carrier group for that

Page 155

1 flying dlower and has a greater arc to it, there's

2 more uncertainty as to exactly whereit's going to

3 hit the target or the game that you're shooting at,

4 and when you use aflatter shooting bullet the

5 bullet gets there faster, there's less climb,

6 there's better -- typically better accuracy at

7 distance for conducting the activity that you're

8 looking for, in this case predator hunting.

9 Q Sowhenyou developed this cartridge, and
10 let me clarify, this was devel oped during your
11 tenure as director of product development for MSRs?
12 A Thisactualy wasin the product line
13 prior to my assuming responsihility, but it'sa
14 cartridge that's been available since, | believe,
15 mid 2000s, somewhere in that time frame. | would
16 haveto actually go back and look at literature to
17 see when Ruger introduced it.
18 Q Okay. Sothiscartridge, when it was
19 invented you have to also create or someone has to
20 also create MSRs chambered in this cartridge,
21 right, thisisn't a cartridge you just stick into
22 the existing ARS?
23 A Asl said, yes, this -- the diameter of
24 the bullets for this particular cartridge are

Page 157

1 particular caliber.

2 But the rest of the gun, you know, the

3 magazine would have to perhaps be specific for it,

4 there may be adaptations of it, but it would fit

5 within the lower receiver. But, yeah, you can do

6 it and you could also buy just a barrel assembly

7 yourself and modify your upper receiver by taking

8 off an existing barrel and putting thisone on in

9 its place to make the gun shoot.
10 So there's several different avenues
11 for adapting a modern sporting rifle to do this.
12 Theeasiest way isto go ahead and purchase the gun
13 outright, but there are other options for modifying
14 existing guns or buying just an upper receiver
15 assembly for -- you know, for it, too, so that you
16 could shoot this caliber.
17 Q Did Remington or Bushmaster, DPMS, any of
18 your companies, produce M SRs chambered in .204
19 Ruger?
20 A Yes, Remington did, | believe Bushmaster
21 did, and | believe DPMS may have aswell. I'd have
22 toreview their catalog to be certain.
23 But, as| said, thisal predated my
24 involvement with the commercial or the civilian MSR
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side of the business. | know very early on when
the R-15 was offered by Remington .204 Ruger was an
optional caliber for that.

Q And so help me understand the market and
the dynamics and the demand. Areyou aiming
this -- aiming to sell this to people who already
use AR-15s for something else and might want to
also useit for hunting or are you aiming it at
hunters who have been using bolt-action rifles and
want to move to AR-15s or both or what? How did
that -- what was the aim?

A Theaimwasboth. You know, if there was
somebody that was already hunting with an MSR it
was to give them the ability to shoot the .204
Ruger in aplatform they were familiar with. If
there were people that were shooting bolt-action
rifles and were interested in, you know, trying out
an M SR platform for varmint shooting, | had offered
them the opportunity to do that as well.

So it was redlly -- you know, both
aspects were avenues to getting the cartridge out
there and addressing the interest based on what the
customers wanted.

Q And do you know how many of those your
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1 Q Sowhat makesthe .30 Rem AR cartridge

2 suitable for ethical and reliable harvesting of

3 deer-sized big game?

4 A Thecartridgeitself utilizesa .30

5 caliber bullet but does so with a cartridge that

6 fitswithin the confines of the AR-15 platform.

7 The length and the diameter of the cartridge are,

8 you know, such that they fit within that versus the

9 .308 which utilizes the same diameter bullet isa
10 larger cartridge. The casefor itislargerin
11 diameter, the overall length of the cartridge,
12 cartridges, islonger, and so it does not fit
13 within the AR-15 type platform and the -- the .30
14 Rem AR was developed specificaly to fit inside
15 that platform for use on deer hunting.
16 Q Andsowhenyou developed this cartridge
17 did you aso have to develop arifle chamber to
18 this cartridge or not?
19 A Yes Yes Thiswas something that
20 really the authorship of this whole concept came
21 from Remington and DPMS. Y ou can -- people hunt
22 deer with .223 Remington, and you can shoot deer
23 with that and do it ethically and, you know, with
24 minimal risk of wounding an animal and not being

Page 159
company sold?

A | don't have specific information on
that. It wasafairly -- fairly well-liked product
and was in the product line for quite afew years.

It may have been theretill the very end. I'd
actually, again, have to go back and confirm
through the catalog, you know, when it was
introduced and perhaps when it wasfinally -- you
know, if it ever ceased production when that was.

Q Allright. You also say on page 2
beginning here: The .30 Rem AR cartridge was
developed to ethically and reliably harvest
deer-sized big game using AR-15 type platform MSRs.

Did | read that correctly?

A Yes

Q Okay. Sowhen -- was this developed --
thisis developed at Remington?

A Thiswasdeveloped at Remingtonin
conjunction with DPMS. At that time, you know, the
product devel opment work that DPM S was doing was
actually conducted within Remington's R& D
organization, and so the development of this
product took place at the R&D Center in
Elizabethtown, Kentucky.
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1 ableto recover it.
2 The larger bullets that the .30 Rem AR
3 offered were better at that than .223 and better to
4 agreater distance. So that was the primary reason
5 for doing it.
6 So when the cartridge was devel oped
7 thefirearm had to be tested, so the gas system had
8 to be developed and optimized to work with that
9 because, as we spoke about previously, the
10 pressure -- time and pressure displacement
11 characteristics of the cartridge asthe bullet is
12 moving down the barrel vary from cartridge to
13 cartridge. So a.308 isdifferent than a.223, is
14 different than a.204 Ruger, and is different than
15 a.30 Rem AR.
16 So you have to size the gas ports that
17 you have there and their distance down the barrel
18 so that you can reliably function the firearm. In
19 this case the magazine was also different. Most
20 magazines that are used for .223/5.56 alternate
21 feeding fromsideto side. They'rea
22 double-stacked magazine and they feed rounds from
23 both sides into the chamber.
24 For this particular cartridge it was a

41 (Pages 158 - 161)

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



Case 3:23-cv-00209-SPM Document 232-12 Filed 09/13/24 Page 42 of 150 Page ID
#16506

Page 162
1 little bit larger in diameter and so did not stack
2 asthe .223 had inside the magazine, so the
3 magazine design was modified at the upper portion
4 where it presents the rounds for feeding such that
it always fed from one side and supported that
shell so that it would always go into the chamber.
If you tried to do it with adouble stack, as|
understand it, the shells didn't want to stay in
the magazine and it caused alot of malfunctions
with the firearm.

Q Okay. Do you know, how many MSRs
chambered in .30 Rem did you sell? And | should
correct myself and say .30 Rem AR.

A Yeah, | don't have that specific
information.

Q Againon page 2 of your report you say:
The .450 Bushmaster was created as a
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1 higher energy, and alonger range cartridge,
2 whereas most straight-walled cartridges tend to be
3 dlightly lower velocity and more limited range, so
4 statesthat require straight-walled cartridges are
5 doing so because the ballistics of that
6 straight-walled cartridge are more in line with
7 what shotgun slugs and other means of hunting that
8 aretypicaly employed and not putting other
9 hunters at risk for bullets that travel well beyond
10 where they were intended to to impact an animal.
11  Q I'mnotsurel follow you, so let me ask
12 afew more questions.
13 A Sure.
14 Q Whenyou say the bottlenecked cartridges,
15 | think you said this, the bottlenecked cartridges
16 have ballistics that were more like a shotgun; did
17 you say that?

18 straight-walled cartridge to meet the requirements 18 A No, it'sexactly the opposite. The
19 of statesthat do not permit the use of 19 straight-walled cartridges have ballistics that are
20 bottlenecked cartridges for taking big game with 20 more like a shotgun slug whereas the range of the
21 centerfirerifles. 21 projectileis more limited than it would be with a
22 Did | read that correctly? 22 bottlenecked cartridge.
23 A Yes, you read that correctly. 23 And some of that, you know, boils down
24  Q Bottlenecked cartridges, would that 24 to the velocity that the projectile has when it
Page 163 Page 165
1 include .223 Rem and 5.56? 1 leavesthe muzzle of the barrel, it'son a
2 A Yes Youknow what? Asl wasdescribing 2 straight-walled cartridge typically lower or less
3 previoudly, there's a shoulder that's present on 3 than it would beif it wasfired from a
4 most cartridges, especially those used in the 4 Dbottlenecked cartridge. And bottlenecked caseis
5 modern sporting rifle platform. The state laws as 5 probably the better way because | think cartridges
6 they're written for hunting cartridges in specific 6 and cases may be part of what's confusing you. |
7 states, and | think Illinoisis one of these, is 7 apologize for that. | try to be succinct --
8 that you're not allowed to use a cartridge for 8 Q No, that's not what's confusing me at
9 hunting deer that is a bottlenecked cartridge. It 9 all. Don't worry about that.
10 hasto be a straight-walled; that is, the sides 10 So isthe .450 Bushmaster higher or
11 from the base al the way up to where the bullet 11 lower velocity relativeto a.223 or a5.567?
12 are held are tapered but there's no shoulder 12 A Itislower velocity and the bullets are
13 present on the case itself. 13 450-thousandths in diameter, so nearly twice as

14 And so the .450 Bushmaster was what we
15 would call astraight-walled case. It was tapered
16 from the base of the shell up to where the bullet
17 was held without any bottleneck present in it

18 allowing its usein states that did not permit the

19 use of bottlenecked cartridges for taking big game.
20  Q Whatisyour understanding of why states
21 prohibit bottlenecked cartridges in taking big

22 game?

23 A My understanding isthat based on -- most
24 hottlenecked cartridges tend to be higher velocity,

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

largein diameter. Actually, amost exactly twice
aslargein diameter asthe .223.

Q Anddower?

A Andslower.

Q And, again, did you have to develop MSRs
that could utilize -- actual rifles that could
utilize this cartridge, that were chambered for
this cartridge?

A Yes, for the exact reasons we talked
about before. The internal ballistics of that
cartridge, the pressure that follows the bullet,
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Page 166

1 and the pressure at different points forward from

2 the breech face, the pressure time and pressure

3 displacement characteristics of the cartridge are

4 different than .223, are different than .30 Rem AR,

5 are different than .204 Ruger, so you have to

6 optimizethat.

7 Sometimes -- we typically will utilize

8 existing tap locations, so a distance from the end

9 of the barrel out to where the gasis actually
10 tapped so that it can come back to the action.
11 There are severd different standard lengths that
12 areout there, carbine gas length -- carbine-length
13 gas systems, mid-length gas systems, rifle-length
14 gas systems, pistol-length gas systems, so we would
15 pick one of those lengths that was best for that
16 particular cartridge and also would help with
17 reiability and functioning and then devel op what
18 the diameter of the gas port isthat's drilled into
19 the barrel to tap that gasto operate the action so
20 you could have it function -- have the gun function
21 reliably.
22 Q Okay. Near the bottom of page 2 you say:
23 Innovations were not limited to only the adaptation
24 of existing MSR platforms for new cartridges, but

Page 168

1 developed specifically for the commercial market.
2 Q Okay. I'msorry. | thought you were
3 saying it was amilitary rifle. That'sfine.
4 Did the military ever express interest
in this design change?

A Not that I'm aware of. It didn't happen
on my watch. The particular calibersthat thiswas
offered in, the Gen Il was offered in, were not
ones that were in the military's inventory so if --
they really didn't have interest in them, and there
was a program subsequent to my time with the
company that whereas we'd had the individual
carbine program, which we'd spoken about alittle
14 bit previously, there was basically a new infantry
15 rifle where the firearm itself and the cartridge
16 that it utilized could be different than what the
17 Army currently had.
18 For the individual carbine you could
19 vary from the 5.56 NATO or 7.62x51 NATO, but it was
20 with the assumption of alot of risk because you
21 had to produce the ammunition for it and develop
22 the whole proposal of how you would produce that at
23 scalefor the Army. So there were some fairly
24 significant technical hurdlesto overcomein order

© 00N O O
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Page 167
also included the creation of new M SR platforms
that offered functiona and performance advantages
over prior designs.

Did | read that correctly?

A That's correct.

Q Okay. When you say performance
advantages over prior designs, are you talking
about prior commercia designs, prior military
designs, or both?

A It would be both. For example, in the
example| cite hereit'sthe DPMS Gen I, the DPM S
Gen |l utilized the .308 family of cartridges, so
that would be .308 Winchester, 7mm-08 Remington,
6.5mm Creedmoor, and .243 Winchester, in a package
that was very nearly the same size asthe AR-15.

So the overall length of the receiver and the other
componentry there were changed to make the gun a
little bit smaller, little bit lighter, little bit

more easy to handle, yet provide the ballistics

that those cartridges provided in a smaller package
than the AR-10.

Q Andthe DPMS Gen I, that'samilitary
rifle?

A No, that isacommercid rifle that was
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Page 169
1 toimplement anew cartridge.
2 But when the -- you know, they had a
3 follow-on solicitation severa years later, the
4 ultimate winner of that was SIG and they offer it's
5 a6.8 SIG, | believe, isthe designation for the
6 round, so it usesabullet that's about
7 270-thousandths in diameter rather than .223 or 6.8
8 millimetersin diameter versus 5.56 and utilizes
9 some new technology for the case and has distinct
10 performance advantages over conventional
11 brass-cased anmo.
12 So the DPM S Gen |1, you know, at some
13 point after | was there may have -- they may have
14 thought about providing it for solicitation. I'm
15 not aware of it, though.
16 THE REPORTER: Excuse me. May |
17 interrupt for just amoment?

18 (Whereupon a discussion was

19 held outside the record.)

20 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. We'l go back on
21 therecord.

22 BY MS. HELFRICH:
23 Q Mr. Ronkainen, continuing on page 3 you
24 say that these design innovations included
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Page 170
1 important subsystems within the original AR-based
2 platforms. Could you explain what you mean by a
3 subsystem?
4 A Subsystemsin the context of what I've
5 used here are different parts of the firearm
6 assembly itself. That's one thing about the modern
7 sporting rifle platform isit's modular, so trigger
8 groups can be exchanged from whatever was supplied
9 with the gun, albeit onesthat are -- select-fire
10 isnot an option there. It's higher performance,
11 lower trigger pull force, things of that nature,
12 but not the ability to have the gun go to full
13 automatic fire.
14 Hand guards are also a big area of
15 customization. A lot of hand guards are used for
16 mounting lights, optics, bipods, things of similar
17 nature that can be used or are useful when using
18 thegun. And, you know, you can even get into
19 atering the -- like, say, the selector to have --
20 be ambidextrous so that aright-handed or
21 left-handed shooter can use it equally well versus
22 the standard AR or modern sporting rifle, it's set
23 up and used typically for the right-handed shooter.
24 So those are modifications that can take place.

Page 172
1 company making it or coming up with their own
2 design that isthe equivalent of it provided it
3 doesn't infringe upon any intellectual property.
4  Q Isthat common that the military looks at
5 some innovation on the commercia side and sayswe
6 likethat, we'd like to have that on our rifles?
7 A Therehasbeen some of that. Y ou know,
8 the desires and the flow go both ways. | think
9 back to when we were doing the individual carbine
10 solicitation, the ACR, which was our submission
11 platform, the hand guard on that was for the
12 commercial gun molded plastic and there was an
13 enhanced version that was, | believe, machined
14 auminum. WEell, we opted for a machined aluminum
15 hand guard that had features that were different
16 than what the commercial hand guard had.
17 For instance, with the use of night
18 vision, electro-optics and stuff like that, there's
19 alot of cords and wiring that is associated with
20 the use of those type of objects on the gun. So
21 having awire management means available built into
22 the hand guard was viewed as very favorable by the
23 customer. It allowed usto sell something and they
24 could put whatever they felt they needed to have on

Page 171
1 Grips, if you find that the particular
2 grip onthe gunisat an angle that's uncomfortable
3 for your wrist you can actually buy gripsthat are
4 tilted at adifferent degree that may be of more
5 comfort. You can buy gripsthat have a rubber
6 overlay that may feel better than the hard plastic.
7 It's -- basically when it's subsystems
8 it'sall different componentry that can be attached
9 to the gun that may not necessarily affect the
10 caliber or something like that, so it's addition of
11 parts.
12 Q Butthese subsystems and the changes you
13 can make as aresult of the modularity, these are
14 al things you can do with commercial MSRs,
15 correct, and with military rifles you have to do
16 what the military tells you to do?
17 A That'scorrect. Andthemilitary ina
18 lot of caseslikes or will prefer characteristics
19 of acommercially available hand guard or something
20 likethat and they will write their specifications
21 around typically the hand guard that they prefer,
22 and so, you know, the people that are participating
23 inthe solicitation have the option at that point
24 of sourcing the preferred hand guard from the

Page 173
1 that and have the cabling and the switches neatly
2 packaged so that they weren't hanging off in all
3 kinds of different directions and potentially there
4 to snag -- snag on things that would impede your
5 use of the gun.
6 And so there were times that the
7 government looked and said, hey, you know, | really
8 like quad rails, which means there's a Picatinny
9 rail on al four quadrants of the firearm, so
10 there'sone at 12 o'clock, 3 o'clock, 6 o'clock,
11 and 9 o'clock, al on the full length. There are
12 other times where they'll specify, you know, we
13 only want one at the 12 o'clock point or we want
14 Picatinny rails up at the front asin a quad rail
15 but then slick sides going back.
16 So, you know, alot of what the
17 government chose to include in their solicitations
18 wastied to, you know, stuff that they found useful
19 that was available out in the commercial market
20 space.
21 Q Okay. Yousay -- | wanttoask a
22 question about ambidextrous controls because | will
23 be honest and say | was left confused by this.
24 Were ambidextrous controls something that was
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Page 174
1 developed for military rifles?
2 A | believethat they were actualy
3 developed on acommercia basis. Their
4 incorporation into military-specific platforms came
5 about after they were in existence on the
6 commercia side of the business, but I'd have to go
7 back and do some literature review to confirm that
8 that was actually the order that things happened
9 in.
10 But, you know, if you were to look at
11 the specifications for the M4 and some of the
12 variants there and the M 16 they were typically
13 intended for right-handed shooters, so the selector
14 there was such that the operating part that the
15 user interacted with was set up for use by a
16 right-handed person and not a |eft-handed.
17 Q ThereasonI'maskingis! had
18 understood, possibly erroneously, that the military
19 generaly doesn't have ambidextrous controls on its
20 firearms and if you're a left-handed person, like
21 me, you're out of luck.
22 A That wastheir MO for along time, that
23 it was you learned to shoot right-handed, you were
24 going to be right-handed. Subsequently with the

Page 176
1 non-ambidextrous. They're available as aftermarket
2 parts so that if you were to desire that you could
3 replace the selector on your gun with one that is
4 set up to be ambidextrous.
5 Some of the designs even have the
6 option of switching out the configuration of the
7 switch that your thumb would push on or that you'd
8 useto operate the selector. So you have
9 customizability in that sense in that you have
10 several different interchangeable knobs, if you
11 will, that you can push on and you get one that
12 when you're shooting doesn't interfere with your
13 hand, doesn't dig in or anything like that.
14 Q Okay. Just for my understanding you have
15 this sentence on page 3: Stag Armsintroduced
16 AR-type platforms designed and made available for
17 left-handed shooters, allowing fired shellsto not
18 gect across and toward the left-handed user's face

19 and eyes.

20 Did | read that correctly?

21 A Thatiscorrect.

22  Q Whatis Stag Arms?

23 A Stag Armsisafirearms manufacturer that

24 produced left hand-specific modern sporting rifles.

Page 175
1 different solicitations the requirement for
2 ambidextrous safety and controls were, you know,
3 put in there, and sometimes it wasn't as --
4 necessarily as a baseline requirement but it could
5 be asan optiona requirement which would give you
6 essentially, you know, alittle bit higher ranking
7 when they go to score everything that, hey, look,
8 they've got ambidextrous controls.
9 That wasn't a baseline requirement, it
10 was an enhanced requirement or an optional
11 requirement, so you get afew extra pointsin the
12 grading process for offering that provided that it
13 works and that it -- that it doesn't compromise
14 rdiability in any way.
15 Q Sosoundslikethe military is not too
16 concerned about lefties. Meaning left-handed
17 people; let me be clear.
18 A Probably not as much asthe general
19 public.
20 Q Areambidextrous controls acommon
21 feature of commercial MSRs?
22 A | believe they are on the higher end
23 guns, but as an entry-level gun | believe most of
24 them are till standard, you know,

Page 177
1 DPMS aso had what they called their lefty. I've
2 never seen the DPM S | efty version, but that was
3 also amodern sporting rifle AR style that was
4 patterned for use by left-handers so that the
5 shells gected to the | eft rather than to the
6 right.
7 Q Okay. And Stag Armswas never part of
8 the Remington family?
9 A No,itisnot. Itwasanother competitor
10 inthefield.
11  Q Okay; good. | understand. | understand.
12 On page 5 of your report you have
13 these two bullet points that are both preceded by
14 this phrase, "rifles intended for military use
15 are," and then thefirst bullet point is: Almost
16 always select-fire, capable of firing
17 semiautomatically, one trigger pull equals one shot
18 fired, aswell asfully automatically, one trigger
19 pull equals gun fires repeatedly until the trigger
20 isreleased or the magazine is empty.

21 Correct?
2 A Yes
23 Q Sotell mewhat you mean by almost. What

24 arethe exceptions?
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Page 178
1 A Theexceptionswould have been for sales
2 to some federal agencies that don't permit the use
3 of select-fire where they want semiauto
4 capabilities only for the weapons that they would
5 purchase for military rifles, and up above | did
6 say military use. | should have said
7 military/government use to be alittle bit more
8 succinct or accurate there.
9 Q Okay.
10 A Butthemilitary inall the
11 specifications I've ever seen for individual
12 carbine and other weapon systems has been for
13 select-fire capability. They would just be for the
14 specific agencies that did not want that capability
15 in the hands of their agents.
16 Q Canyou specify which agencies those are?
17 A | would haveto go back and look. |
18 honestly -- | don't recall right now.
19 Q Okay. Butthesearelaw enforcement
20 agencies?
21 A No, these were actualy federal
22 government agencies. So it could be potentially
23 Secret Service, athough | would believe that they
24 would probably have select-fire. It could be FBI.

Page 180
1 have to do some more looking at what the reporting
2 requirements are.
3 Q Okay.
4 A | know that the military deliveries are
5 explicitly excluded from those, but | didn't dig
6 deeper into the reporting requirements to see for
7 law enforcement agencies, whether they be alocal
8 type of law enforcement agency as we just discussed
9 or aU.S. governmental agency, you know, how their
10 thingswere kind of -- | believe that the U.S.
11 governmental agencies probably permitted
12 select-fire and may not have had their stuff
13 counted as part of that, but the -- the local law
14 enforcement agencies were purchasing through law
15 enforcement channels, law enforcement sales
16 channels, specific distributors and stuff of that
17 nature, so they were dealing with a salesforce
18 that was dealing exclusively with them.
19 There may have been occasion where a
20 department might have gone out and bought a gun off
21 therack at some gun shop, but by far and away my
22 experience with the company their purchases were
23 coming through law enforcement-specific
24 distributors. So we would have to go back and

Page 179
1 It could be ATF. It would depend. And it would
2 stateinthe solicitation if it was something other
3 than select-fire what it had to be.
4 Q Letmeclarify. Soyouwould not
5 consider those law enforcement agencies?
6 A Wadll, | madethedistinction law
7 enforcement agenciesin my mind by my definition
8 arelocal law enforcement agencies, whether it be
9 dtate police, sheriffs, police departments, things
10 of that nature, versus government agencies such as
11 the FBI and other entitiesin the Department of
12 Justice, Secret Service, ATF, IRS, all of those
13 groups are -- you know, fall more under the -- by
14 my definition the governmental agencies. They do
15 have law enforcement functions, but my definition
16 of them is more as a government agency instead.
17 Q Sowhenwe were talking before about
18 salesto law enforcement were you excluding --
19 okay. Strikethat.
20 Before we were talking about AFMER
21 dataand you said you thought AFMER data included
22 salesto law enforcement. Did you mean only local
23 law enforcement?
24 A Yes, that'swhat | believe. Again, I'd

Page 181
1 check the reporting requirements to see how local
2 law enforcement sales were with respect to counting
3 iInAFMER.
4 Q Okay. Let meask another clarifying
5 question because | just want to have our terms
6 clear. When you were talking about law enforcement
7 sdlesyou'retaking about salesto law enforcement
8 agencies?
9 A Yeah, local law enforcement agencies.
10 Q Sothereason |'m asking that isbecause
11 in Chicago individual police officers purchase
12 their own duty weapons sometimes.
13 A Okay.
14 Q Andthey just gotoagun store, buy the
15 weapon. | mean, they do the paperwork, whatever,
16 but that wouldn't be regarded asasaleto law
17 enforcement the way you're using the term?
18 A It probably would not, but they may be
19 going to alaw enforcement sales only store, a
20 supplier or distributor with that. 1'm not
21 familiar with how they conduct their businessin
22 Chicago with respect to the specifications for
23 purchase. I'm sure the department outlines -- if
24 they have arestriction on where it can be
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Page 182 Page 184

1 purchased, I'm sure they make the officers aware of 1 the military requires for its firearms are not
2 that. 2 aways higher than the standards that a firearms
3 Q Okay. But generaly when you're talking 3 manufacturer might impose on its own civilian MSRs?
4 about law enforcement sales you're talking about 4 A Asl sad, the baseline requirements for
5 sdesto law enforcement agencies? 5 dl the gunsis, you know, meeting the SAAMI
6 A Yes 6 requirements for safety. And that includes, as|
7 Q Okay. Thank you. 7 mentioned, drop, jar-off, rotation, firing of a
8 Okay. Y our second bullet point here, 8 proof round in the gun, which is an intentional
9

9 "riflesintended for military use are," | think you overpressure cartridge to test the integrity of the
10 mean have: An extensive list of specificationsand | 10 locking system to ensure that it won't fail when
11 standards from the customer that the firearmsmust | 11 using standard pressure rounds, and all that stuff.

12 meet related to the strength, ability to operate 12 So, yeah, there are times that the

13 reliably under extreme conditions, accuracy, 13 government will default to some industry standard,
14 expected useful life that MSRs for the civilian 14 but they redlly like to write their specs and they
15 market are not required to meet. 15 typically explicitly state something even if it is

16 Did | read that correctly? 16 just mirroring or parroting what the baseline

17 A Yes, youread that correctly. 17 applications are, your baseline requirements.

18 Q Wetaked before about those solicitation 18 Q Okay. | wasactually thinking of
19 packets that might be 20 or 30 pages. |sthat what 19 something different. So you say -- | think I'm

20 you're talking about here? 20 thinking of something different. Y ou say there are
21 A Yes, theexplicit statement of what the 21 standards related to accuracy, that the government
22 performance requirements are down to mean rounds | 22 will have standards related to accuracy, correct?
23 between failure, barrd life, and, you know, 23 A Yes
24 acceptable accuracy, you know, how long that hasto | 24  Q  You -- Remington or another manufacturer,
Page 183 Page 185
1 be, environmental capabilities. 1 there are -- Strike that. Let me get this question
2 A lot of these are specific military 2 right.
3 requirements and they sit on top of, you know, a 3 There are commercial MSRs that are

4 list of requirements that SAAMI, the Sporting Arms | 4 more accurate than comparable military rifles; is
5 and Ammunition Manufacturers' Institute, have for 5 that not true?

6 safety of the gun. So there's drop testing that's 6 A Thatisatruthful statement. You know,
7 conducted with these firearms to ensure that they 7 with the government's requirements they will say
8 don't discharge when testing is conducted, jar-off 8 accuracy at round level. So asyou use agun and
9 testing, rotation testing, environmental testing 9 asyou shoot it the hot gases that propel the
10 that SAAMI specifies that they meet as well. 10 bullet down the barrel start to degrade the
11 That'skind of like ground zero. All of the guns, 11 interior of the barrel, and ultimately if you were
12 whether they're for commercial sales or for 12 to take and measure accuracy when the gun is brand
13 military and LE sales, have to meet that 13 new and at, you know, typical intervals, let's say
14 requirement. 14 1,000 round intervals or pick a number, you would
15 On top of that then the government 15 see over time asthe barrel startsto exhibit wear
16 has, like | mentioned here, extensive list of 16 on theinterior sometimes a slight opening up or
17 specifications, and there have been occasions where | 17 the accuracy decreases slightly.
18 we've read the product description that they 18 The government will specify that at
19 provided and we have to point out to the 19 some given round level the accuracy must meet this
20 contracting officer that some of what they're 20 requirement. So they're allowing for the
21 asking for is actually in conflict with each other, 21 degradation in accuracy that takes place.
22 it'snot possible to have both A and B because 22 Typically those same requirements are
23 they're mutually exclusive capabilities. So... 23 not specified for acommercia gun. So, yes,
24 Q Andisittruethat the standards that 24 commercia guns out of the box may exhibit and have
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1 better accuracy and may have, you know, more 1 hasto do with trigger pull weight; isthat
2 stringent accuracy regquirements. Some of that is 2 correct?
3 related to their intended end use. 3 A Therearedifferent specifications for
4 Q Meaningwhat? 4 thetrigger pull weight depending upon the
5 A Forinstance, we'd spoken previously 5 particular product. Military specifications
6 about varmint rifles. Varmint riflesyou're 6 generaly, if memory serves me, arein the five and
7 shooting at very small targets, very small animals 7 ahalf to seven-pound range, and for some trigger

8 or what have you at long distances. Those it helps 8 systemsin commercial modern sporting riflesit
9 very much at that point that the gun be accurate so 9 would be less than that.

10 that you're able to actually hit what you're 10 And, again, it tiesinto the end use.

11 shooting at. It'sasmall target, it'sat agreat 11 On abattle rifle you would want to ensure that

12 distance. 12 when the trigger pulled it was deliberate versus

13 For the military the typical target is 13 when you're using an MSR in your varmint hunting
14 aman-sized target and, you know, the allowed 14 you don't want to have to exert a high amount of
15 deviation from one hole out to that is measured 15 force because it tends to make the gun move when
16 typically in minutes of angle, which isacommon 16 you'retrying to make your shot.

17 terminology that's used across the firearms 17 So trigger pull is one factor that

18 industry both for commercial and for military work, | 18 changes, and the specification is really dependent
19 and what the government cares about isthat my gun | 19 upon the customer.

20 lasts along time and still shoots acceptably 20 Q So--
21 versusthe varmint hunter, they're not going to 21 A Goahead.
22 shoot at the same rate that the military 22 Q I'msorry. Go ahead.

23 application does. You canimaginebeinginvolved |23 A | wasgoing to say that the varmint
24 in afirefight where you go through a battle pack 24 product or the target type products that are sold

Page 187 Page 189
1 or more of ammunition in avery short period of 1 tend to be trigger pullsthat are morein line with
2 time, the gun will get very hot and it would be 2 trending towards SAAMI minimums, down in the
3 subject to more wear than it would be if somebody 3 three-pound range, versus the military
4 isout varmint hunting or taking a shot every 15 4 gpecifications that are, you know, five and a half
5 minutes or, you know, something like that. 5 or five to seven or eight pounds, whatever they
6 So the accuracy requirements are 6 happen to be.
7 different, and it's -- they're interpreted 7 Those are typically called out -- you
8 differently and they're more related to what the 8 know, the military trigger pull force specs are
9 end use of thefirearm is. 9 called out in the product specification. They
10 Q Okay. Soyou'retaking about two 10 leave nothing to chance.
11 dimensions, | think, two dimensions of accuracy. 11  Q Soaheavier trigger pull, al other
12 There'sthe -- you know, what the accuracy actually 12 things being equal, is going to be less likely to
13 isinterms of MOA and then there's how long it's 13 be accidentally -- you'relesslikely to
14 that accurate and whether it stays that accurate 14 accidentally discharge that firearm?
15 for along period of time, right, or for over 15 A | believethat'sthe -- you know, the
16 numerous rounds? 16 thought process or the logic involved there, yes.
17 A Exactly. It's measurement of accuracy 17  Q Why does SAAMI have aminimum trigger
18 over the number of rounds expended and accuracy is 18 pull weight?
19 not to degrade to the point that it exceeds the MOA 19 A SAAMI hasaminimum because some firearms
20 requirement in the product specification at that 20 with the trigger mechanisms that they actually have
21 given round level, and that's across multiple 21 could not be safely tested in jar-off below that
22 samplesthat you'd have and test. 22 threshold, and so SAAMI as an organization that has
23 Q It'smy understanding that another area 23 voluntary standards that are adhered to by all the
24 where civilian MSRs would differ from military MSRs 24 members basically said, listen, three pounds
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1 appearsto be where we're at, for target triggers

2 and that we'll make an exception of two and a half
3 pounds, but they still require that you go through
4 the SAAMI abuse test, as we call them, where you
5 conduct the jar-off test and that is 12 inches from
6 thelowest point on the firearm to arubber mat

7 that's backed by concrete. The rubber mat is --

8 has a specified durometer. | want to say Shore B
9 75. I'd have to go back and read the specsto give

10 you the exact number.

11 Q | promiseyou, I'm not going to correct
12 you.

13 A Good. Good.

14 Andyoudropitinall six attitudes.

15 So you imagine that the gun is assumed to be a

16 prismatic object, it's got six sides on the box, so

17 you drop it from 12 inches measured from the mat to
18 the butt of the stock. Same from the muzzle, same
19 from the top, same from the bottom, same from the
20 right side, same from the |eft side. And that test

21 isconducted with the safety, or in this case, the

22 MSR, the selector, in the fire position.

23 So the gun isready to go, and it's

24 testing that you don't have atrigger mechanism

Page 192
1 across multiple samples.
2 Q Okay. Another standard or another area
3 of standards that you would get from the military
4 hasto do with ability to operate reliably under
5 extreme conditions. Do you see that here?
6 A Yes
7 Q Okay. | had aquestion about the gas
8 piston operating system in the Remington ACR. It's
9 my understanding that that operating system was
10 actually designed in part to make the gun more
11 reliable in certain kinds of conditions and more
12 durablein certain kinds of conditions; is that
13 right?
14 A Thegas piston system that's utilized on
15 the ACR and on the RGP and on other firearms that
16 utilize that same technology enhances reliability
17 in some situations, and | would say that, you know,
18 it's been my experience that that's pretty much
19 across the board.
20 The primary reason for that isin the
21 direct impingement system that was originally
22 designed by Eugene Stoner the gasitself is tapped
23 from the barrel, sent back through a gas tube, and
24 then blown through the gas key or the carrier key

Page 191
1 there that's subject to accidental release when
2 it'sdropped from a 12-inch height onto that rubber
3 mat.
4 The same rubber mat is used for what's
5 called the drop test, which, you know, it sounds
6 likel just described adrop test but, in fact, the
7 drop test is conducted from afour-foot level from
8 the center of gravity of the firearm down to the
9 mat in the same six attitudes | described
10 previously, so butt, muzzle, right/left side, top,
11 and bottom. And on that when the test is conducted
12 there'sactually a prime cartridge in place in the
13 firearmitself so that you'll know when the hammer,
14 in the case of an MSR, was released to cause the
15 guntofire.
16 And then the final test isarotation
17 test where, you know, I've been told by alot of
18 the old-timers at Remington that was to simulate a
19 gun leaning against a fence that then rotated over
20 ontoitsright side or onto its |eft side, and we
21 test it with both, again, with the safety in the
22 fire position or selector in the fire position and
23 aprime cartridge in place there to confirm that,
24 you know, it doesn't discharge. And that's done

Page 193
1 ontop of the bolt carrier assembly or the bolt
2 carrier group into the interior of the bolt and
3 then that causes the bolt carrier to move
4 backwards, there's a cam path that rotates the bolt
5 head, disengagesit from the locking lugs, and
6 everything proceeds on with, you know, gecting the
7 spent shell and reloading a new cartridge, cocking
8 the hammer and everything else.
9 The introduction of the gas and
10 anything that's entrained in it to the inside of
11 the bolt is something that gives you an item that
12 needsto be maintained. Y ou haveto clean that
13 more frequently to ensure reliable operation.
14 Now, there have been many different
15 technologies applied that enhance the reliability
16 of adirect impingement system, but the gas piston
17 system more or less divorced the introduction of
18 gasinside the bolt carrier group and kept it far
19 away from the interior of the upper receiver so
20 that you didn't introduce those fouling agents
21 inside of the bolt carrier group or the upper
22 receiver assembly.
23 Q Okay. Another example -- Strike that.
24 After these two bullet points you
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1 start the next paragraph by saying: When and where | 1 And ultimately we didn't win the

2 appropriate, the knowledge and technologiesgained | 2 individual carbine competition, nobody did, but we

3 designing and testing military/law enforcement 3 found that technology useful and as aresult we

4 rifles can find its way back into commercial/ 4 ported it over into our commercial MSRs.

5 consumer/civilian MSRs. 5 Q Sosometimesyou have technology that's

6 Did | read that right? 6 too expensive for thereto be alot of demand on

7 A Yes youdid. 7 thecivilian side, the commercia side, right,

8 Q Wherewould it not be appropriate for 8 technology that you've used in amilitary rifle

9 that transmission of technology to happen? 9 that'stoo expensive for the consumer market,

10 A Wadl, whereit's prohibited by law. | 10 right?

11 mean, obviously trigger technologies for full auto 11 A Thereare occasions where, you know, that

12 firing would never find their way back into 12 happens. Ferritic nitrocarburization is an example

13 commercia/consumer/civilian MSRs. It'smorethe | 13 of that.

14 application of process technologies, like the 14 Q Andsothat'slimited you, say, to

15 example| cited with ferritic nitrocarburization 15 high-end commercial M SRs but not your

16 that would be there, and it's also dependent to a 16 run-of-the-mill MSR?

17 certain degree upon what is the target market for 17 A Yeah, and | think that, you know, as that

18 that particular MSR that you're selling, just like 18 becomes more common, there are more suppliers

19 with automobiles there are entry-level cars and 19 providing the service, it's essentially a heat

20 then there are, you know, the very desirable ones, 20 treatment process of the surface of the steel in

21 the high end, the Mercedes, the Cadillacs, the 21 the barrel that introduces nitrogen and carbon into

22 Ferrarisand all those. 22 it to make it very hard and wear resistant, as

23 The cost for adding some of these 23 there are more people out there doing that | think

24 processes to those -- to the components in those 24 you're starting to see that technology find its way
Page 195 Page 197

1 guns makes them -- you know, basically can move 1 further and further down in the MSR, you know,

2 them out of the cost range where people could 2 product offering lineup so that it's becoming more

3 afford them. And so, for instance, the standard 3 common in guns that are, say, just above entry

4 chrome plating works very well, but in our 4 level.

5 experience the ferritic nitrocarburization worked 5 Q Soassumingit'slegal to transfer some

6 better. It gave us extended barrel life beyond 6 technology from the military sphere to the

7 what we were able to get with standard chrome 7 commercial sphere well say.

8 plating. It was alittle more expensive to effect 8 A Uh-huh.

9 that on the guns, but, you know, it was something 9 Q That processisdriven by demand on the
10 that for high-end guns people weren't -- you know, | 10 commercial side, cost on the commercial side, you
11 cost really wasn't much of aconsideration for 11 know, whether you can sell it on acommercial MSR;
12 that. You know, they were more willing to accept | 12 isthat right?

13 the added priceincrease that gaveintermsof what |13 A Yeah. | mean, obviously you have to sell
14 it gave them in terms of extended barrel life. 14 the consumer that there's a benefit to the use of

15 Q Wheredoesthe military use or which 15 thistechnology. It makeswhatever -- you know, it
16 military rifles use ferritic nitrocarburization? 16 makesyour barrel last longer or in the case of the
17 A Weusethat on our submission riflesfor 17 nickel boron treatment it makes your bolt carrier
18 theindividual carbine, so the ACR rifleswe're 18 assembly or bolt carrier group easier to clean.

19 using that. There may be other competitors that 19 You can remove the residue that's present that

20 areoffering that or did that. I'm not intimate 20 comesin there from a direct impingement gun more
21 with what their offerings were for 1C with regard 21 easily versus having to scrub very deliberately and
22 to all the points of technology that they use, but 22 diligently to get everything cleaned up so that

23 it was something we found in our use that was very | 23 your firearm continues to operate reliably.

24 useful. 24 And, you know --
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Page 198
1 Q Okay. I'msorry.
2 A --thenickel boronis-- you know, it's
3 an added expense. It's probably on par or even
4 more so than what the ferritic nitrocarburization
5 is. So, you know, all the technologies probably
6 have their price point with, you know, at what
7 point the consumer will say, yeah, it's nice, but |
8 can't afford that.
9 So aso there'salot of -- you can
buy an entry-level AR M SR-style gun and you can buy
the bolt group, bolt carrier assembly, bolt carrier
group, as a separate part later on that has the
nickel boron treatment so you can upgrade that
component on a-- you know, strictly a part swap
basis.

Q Mr. Ronkainen, I'm going to stop for a
second, we're going to stay on the record, but I'm
going to ask you to pop back up alittle higher
because we're losing your mouth down below the
screen and | know that the court reporter likesto
be able to see people. It'seasier for her to

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Page 200

1 A Goahead.

2 Q IsRemington Defense also a brand?

3 A ltdidn't start out to be that but

4 eventually it wasjust to kind of help

5 differentiate it in the minds of the purchasing

6 folkswithin DoD and that they were aware that

7 Remington was afirearm provider and, in fact, we

8 had done military saleslong before we had ever

9 stood up the Remington Defense organization, but it
10 wasto kind of drive homethat, hey, listen, you're
11 not dealing with folks that are going to be
12 distracted with commercial product lines. They're
13 here, they're dedicated to meeting your needs, and
14 so as aresult we created the separate engineering
15 teams, separate production group within the factory
16 upinllion, and separate marketing organization
17 within the company.
18 Q Okay. Thatishelpful. | wasalittle
19 confused by, again, the organization.
20 So | want to ask you about this next
21 statement or another statement in your report on

22 transcribe. 22 page 6. Yousay: All Remington Defense production
23 A Yep 23 took placein a secured area of the manufacturing
24 Q Okay; thanks. 24 facility in llion, New Y ork, separated from
Page 199 Page 201
1 You say in your report, page 6: 1 commercial production, even after all private

2 Notably, at Remington, we had an entirely separate
3 division devoted to military firearms devel opment
4 and production (Remington Defense) to meet the
5 distinct needs of the separate military market.
6 Did | read that right?
7 A Yes, that's correct.
8 Q Okay. SoRemington Defense wasnot a
9 separate company, correct?
10 A No, it wasaseparate group. Remington
11 Defense was a subset of the organization that
12 concentrated on military, law enforcement, and DoD
13 product solicitations.
14 So we had a group of engineers that
15 were dedicated specifically to working on those
16 products. Modern sporting rifles were part of it,
17 the other MSR, the modular sniper rifle that we
18 talked about previously, was part of that, the
19 precision sniper rifle was part of that, the
20 compact sniper rifle were all part of that. So my
21 team on that side, those engineers, worked
22 exclusively on military/government agency
23 solicitations for those products and --
24 Q IsRemington --

2 commercial MSR production was moved to Huntsville,
3 Alabama

4 Did | read that correctly?

5 A Yes, youdid.

6 Q Okay. Soyou havethisseparate areain
7 thellion facility for defense production, right?
8 A Thatiscorrect.

9 Q Howisit separated from the other
10 manufacturing that goes on there?
11 A Theareaisphysicaly separated from the
12 rest of the production facility. Itwasina
13 building on afloor, it wasa-- I'll give you just
14 areal quick rundown of what the Ilion facility was
15 like.
16
17

It was aWorld War | vintage
production facility, so it's multi-story buildings
18 with elevators, freight elevators, for moving
19 products between floors. |n some cases there were
20 conveyor systems that allowed you to move product
21 between floors.
22 The Remington Defense manufacturing
23 group wasin an areathat was physically separated
24 from the rest of the plant. Entry was -- you know,
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Page 202
1 you had to have -- it had CASS badge entry, so
2 basically you had to scan in. If you were not
3 approved to bein there, you weren't allowed to be
4 inthere, you had to be -- you know, had to have
5 somebody let you in. The assembly of the firearms
6 took placeinthat area. The production of the
7 parts would happen elsewhere in the plant, but the
8 assembly took place there.
9 And then the firearms from there were
10 taken down to the gallery, which wasin close
11 proximity to where the assembly areawas, it was, |
12 think, one floor away and just, you know, a hundred
13 feet or so down a hallway, to be tested. So all of
14 the firearms were function tested and tested for
15 accuracy per whatever the specification, the
16 requirement, was for that particular program, if it
17 wasweapons or if it was sampling, what have you,
18 and then the firearms were then taken back up to
19 the production area.
20 One of the reasons for thiswas, you
21 know, these were all select-fire guns, which are
22 considered to be NFASs, kind of, you know, in a
23 specia subset, and the NFA isthe National
24 Firearms Act firearm. Short-barreled rifles,

Page 204
1 And we utilized a similar method at
2 the Elizabethtown facility that for our select-fire
3 gunsthat were in the process of being devel oped
4 and tested every night they went into alocked cage
5 that only select people had the keys to, and the
6 locked cage was inside of alocked room which,
7 again, was a second means of -- security cameras on
8 the doors so you could tell if anybody entered. It
9 was just to prevent any loss or potential theft of
10 anitem that should not get out.
11  Q Did the Department of Defense require you
12 to have any particular security measures?
13 A | believethey may have, I'm not familiar
14 with what those exactly were, but they would have
15 been specified. And as part of the inspection
16 process for production the government did send out
17 inspectors that not only inspected the product
18 being made but inspected the facility to ensure
19 that we complied with all the requirements that
20 they had in their -- whether it was part of the PD
21 or if it was something referenced within the
22 product description with regard to securing the
23 product while it was being made.
24 Q And by securing the product you mean --

Page 203
1 short-barreled shotguns, things of that nature,
2 silencers, are NFA itemsthat are till currently
3 alowed to be purchased and owned by individuals.
4 Select-fire firearms produced after
5 1986, March or May of '86, as we talked about
6 previoudly, are not available for sale, and because
7 these were select-fire guns there was certain
8 additional security that was placed on top of that
9 besides what was security for the factory. They
10 werein a secured areainside the secured factory.
11 So they would come out for the
12 testing, that was a shared facility with the rest
13 of production, but then they would go back up for
14 subsequent packaging and shipment from that
15 dedicated area
16 Q Now, thissecurity -- let me ask you to
17 be specific about what the security was for. First
18 of all, was the security required by law?
19 A | don't believeit was, we could go back
20 and check, but it was an internal control that
21 Remington wanted to have so that you had control of
22 these essential, you know, items, these machine
23 guns, these select-fire weapons, that they wouldn't
24 find their way out of the plant.

Page 205
1 orisit what you mean keeping anybody unauthorized
2 from getting their hands on it?
3 A Yes, whether it be, you know, another
4 employee of the company or, you know, somebody from
5 the outside.
6 Q Andisthisbecause these are dangerous
7 firearms or because thisis secret?
8 A Primarily it was because these are
9 firearmsthat are covered by the NFA Act, and up
10 and above what short-barreled rifles,
11 short-barreled shotguns were, these were
12 select-fire guns that the public was not allowed to
13 own.
14 People are able to possess machine
15 gunsor, you know, fully automatic weapons that
16 were produced prior to March of -- or May of 1986
17 and they can sell those, they can possess them
18 legally provided they pass the background checks
19 and pay for the tax stamp. These were ones that
20 didn't qualify for that. They were obviously
21 produced post that date, and so they were secured
22 inthat fashion just to prevent any accidental, you
23 know, loss of any of those.
24 Q Okay.
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1 A Andtherewas also security at the front
2 gate of the factory and metal detectors. So, you
3 know, it wasn't like the rest of the production was
4 unmonitored. It was monitored. Thiswasjust an
5 added level of security that was utilized within
6 thefactory.
7 Q Yousad, or | think you said, that the
8 rifles were assembled in this secured area?
9 A Yes
10 Q Doesthat mean nothing was actually
11 manufactured in that area?
12 A Manufactured in terms of the assembly,
13 yes. Componentry for these would have been made
14 elsewhere within the factory or been provided --
15 you know, if it was an outside supplied item, it
16 would have been shipped to this area for inventory
17 until it was needed for production.
18 Q Okay. Butlike, for example, abarrel
19 would have been produced somewhere else, it
20 wouldn't have been produced or manufactured in that
21 secured area?
22 A Thatiscorrect. The barrels, the
23 machinery required to that, whether it's for the
24 rotary forging operation or the machining and that

Page 208

1 gun they can be turned into that short of

2 anodization or anything like that.

3 So it wasn't like you could walk down

4 the aisle and, you know, there was a whole tubful

5 of select-fire lower receivers. They would have

6 been secured as they were being produced to

7 prevent, you know, theft or pilferage.

8 Q Andwhat kind of machineisareceiver

9 made on?
10 A Thereceversthat we utilized started
11 off lifeasa 7075 aluminum forging, so you would
12 take ablock of material, it would be heated up and
13 placed into some forging dies, and then basically
14 the dies would compress and put the outer shape on
15 thereceiver for the lower receiver and for the
16 upper receiver.
17 Subsequent to that then you would take
18 that forging and you would mount it in amachine,
19 in our caseit would have been a CNC machine, a
20 computer numerically controlled machining center,
21 and the actual machining is done to the features
22 that are reguired on the gun.
23 In some cases the -- well, | think in
24 all cases the machining was done but the magazine

Page 207
1 that happens after the barrel is made, you know,
2 dfter theriffling inside is formed, it was done on
3 shared equipment with the plant, and if it required
4 gpecial specifications that were different than
5 what -- what normal production would be those would
6 be adhered to as they were being made.
7  Q Andwhat about the receivers, where were
8 they manufactured?
9 A Receiverswere, | believe, for aperiod
10 of time manufactured in llion. At the end of my
11 tenurel don't know if the machining of the
12 receivers moved to Huntsville. | suspect it did,
13 but | can't confirm that.
14  Q Machining of the receiversfor military
15 rifles? That's what I'm asking about.
16 A Yes | would haveto check on that and
17 see. | don't know if that moved or if they
18 retained that capability in-housein Ilion.
19 Q Whenthereceiverswere being
20 manufactured at |lion they were not being
21 manufactured in that secured area, correct?
22 A They were not manufactured in the secure
23 area, but they were controlled because obviously
24 oncethe features are in place for a select-fire

Page 209
1 well where the magazine fits in the lower part of
2 the lower receiver needed to go through a broaching
3 operation, which that's a special machining
4 operation that helps to form the complex shape
5 that'sthere. It'sdifficult to make that shape
6 with just conventional machining. The radii in the
7 cornersarefairly small, and there's alot of
8 cutter deflection asyou try to reach in and
9 machineit. So the best way and the most accurate
10 way wasto broach it.
11 And then after that was done, after
12 dl the machining was complete, they would go
13 through an anodization process which dips the
14 aluminum part into a bath that's controlled, it has
15 nitric acid and several other chemicalsinit, and
16 electricity isapplied to it and it essentially
17 turnsthe exterior surface of the aluminum into
18 aluminum oxide, which isavery hard ceramic
19 material and gives the good wear characteristics
20 that are noted for, you know, modern sporting
21 riflesfor their upper and lower receivers for
22 those modern sporting rifles that utilize aluminum
23 upper and lower receivers.
24 Finally then it would go back up to
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1 the assembly area, all the other parts would end up
2 getting added to it, and at that point, you know,
3 that'swhere it would become the finished gun.

Q Okay. AndI'm sorry if you said this
already and | didn't hear it. Y ou said that the
receivers once they're manufactured are controlled.
How are they controlled?

MR. LOTHSON: Objection; asked and
answered.

THE WITNESS: Yeah, we did talk about
this. The serial numbers are applied when the
receivers are made, and those specific serial
numbers are registered as NFAs, in this case full
auto receivers, and then paperwork is submitted to
the ATF.

The receivers themselves while they
were in process were under some controls. Exactly
what those were | had not witnessed that, but there
was specia control above and beyond what was
normally utilized for nonsel ect-fire lower
receivers.
22 BY MS. HELFRICH:
23 Q Okay. | have afew questions about the
24 solicitation process that you've talked about with

N
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Page 212
1 going to stick with what we have.
2 So it was the opportunity to comment.
3 At most you might have gotten one or two cracks at
4 it. They would offer revisions out there and we
5 could look at it and say, well, no, you didn't
6 quite capture what | was saying, you didn't catch
7 theintent of what | meant, so let's -- you'd have
8 asecond go-around. Y ou would explain maybe a
9 little more explicitly what you were doing.
10 Hopefully at that point then they got the gist of
11 exactly what you were saying and why and would
12 modify the -- the solicitation appropriately.
13 And | think in alot of cases when
14 they heard that -- when they got that same feedback
15 from multiple members of industry that are
16 competitorsit was like, hey, wait a minute, maybe
17 these guys know alittle bit more about this than
18 we do so maybe we ought to take what they're saying
19 into consideration or maybe we need to be more
20 explicit about exactly what we're asking and why
21 we're asking for it.
22 Q Didyou-- typically would you get
23 solicitations from federal government agencies
24 other than the military? In other words, was that

Page 211
1 regard to military rifles. When a solicitation was
2 issued you said there's a period where you give
3 feedback on the proposal, where you tell them like
4 that's not going to work or that's a bad idea or
5 something like that, but before you're actually
6 making any firearms you're commenting on the
7 proposal; isthat right?
8 A Some proposals offered that opportunity.
9 Othersyou straight-up took what they gave you.
10 With regard to being able to help or improve what
11 they had there, that opportunity didn't exist.
12 For our major proposals for the -- in
13 this case, you know, the individual carbine and for
14 the sniper rifle programs they would offer a
15 pre-solicitation specification to industry to
16 review. Sowegot to seeit. Any of our
17 competitors were welcometo look at it and provide
18 comment.
19 Y ou gave that back to the program
20 management office, which in most cases was the
21 Picatinny Arsenal in New Jersey, and, as| said
22 before, they could take your feedback and say, hey,
23 that'sagreat idea or they could take your
24 feedback and say, yeah, thanks but no thanks, we're

Page 213
1 solicitation process also something that those
2 other agencies went through?
3 A Yes |recal wedid aprogram with the
4 Secret Service. We aso did afew others that, you
5 know, the process was very similar, perhaps just,
6 you know, one notch less formal than what the DoD
7 was but very much in that vein with reference to
8 appropriate military specifications for anodization
9 type and thickness and properties and, you know,
10 different things like that where they felt it was
11 important to be explicit about that or for them to
12 adopt the DoD standards for that so that they know
13 it works well for the military, we ought to have
14 the samething for us, but they're very, very
15 similar.
16 Arguably sometimes atad shorter, so
17 instead of 20 to 30 pages sometimes 15 to 25. So
18 we're not talking, you know, a very brief one or
19 two-page thing versus something that's 20 to 30
20 pages. It'sjust adightly lighter version of the
21 military product description.
22  Q Andwerethereever solicitations from
23 law enforcement agencies, like state and local law
24 enforcement agencies?
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1 A | recal onethat waswith the Los
2 Angeles Sheriff's Department. The particulars of
3 it, oh, gosh, | don't remember exactly what they
4 were. | believeit wasfor MSRs.
5 Occasionadly for very large law
6 enforcement agencies, the what | would consider to
7 belocal law enforcement agencies per our past
8 discussion or previous discussion, occasionally the
9 larger agencies there might do something that was
10 morein line with what the military did but in a
11 lot of cases, | would say by far the magjority that
12 | recall, they just purchased their products
13 through law enforcement distribution channels,
14 which, you know, there's typically a couple of
15 distributors per state or per region that do that,
16 that actually make those sales, and they've got an
17 ongoing relationship with those particular
18 companiesto -- you know, when they need something
19 they're able to specify | want this particular
20 thing, they would send them a purchase order, and
21 then that distributor would fulfill their order.
22  Q Whenyou say this particular thing, are
23 they asking for some firearm that you're already
24 manufacturing or are they saying can you

Page 216
1 for ones or twos. It was for something that was
2 probably approaching high double digits or
3 certainly triple digits.
4 Q Okay. Andyou mentioned that part of the
5 process of amilitary solicitation or something
6 that might be included in amilitary solicitation
7 was arequirement to test the firearmsin the
8 gdlery at llion, correct?

9 A Yes Andthat --
100 Q And--
11 A Go ahead.
12 Q Yousad thistesting was done by

13 Remington Defense personnel ?

14 A Yes. When | wastaking about the

15 production area being a separate area and then we
16 talked about the product being moved from there
17 down to the test area, the test areawas the

18 gallery and it wasn't tested by non-Remington

19 Defense personnel. The employees that were doing
20 thetesting were aware of the specific requirements
21 and the specific rigors of the tests that were

22 being conducted and they were different than what
23 the commercial testing might be.

24 So, for instance, we did amilitary

Page 215
1 manufacture thisin this way for us?
2 A Itwassometimesboth. | would say the
3 vast mgjority of what we sold through the local --
4 to local law enforcement was stock product, but,
5 you know, they may have arequest for use of a
6 certain type of stock or a certain trigger group or
7 something like that where if the volume of product
8 was sufficient it would be economically worthwhile
9 for Remington to provide that to them and we would
10 go ahead and create a specific SKU for that and the
11 bill of material and everything else that went into
12 the manufacture of that product for them.
13 But, again, that was in cases where
14 that was more than the onsies, twosies. | think
15 you probably had to start talking in excess of a
16 dozen or more weapons, you know, probably maybe
17 even 50 or a hundred before we would even entertain
18 that.
19 Q Okay. That'sactually asmall number. |
20 thought you were going to say a much higher number
21 A Again, it happened so infrequently I'd
22 haveto go back and look and see what the
23 volumes -- the requested product quantity was to
24 giveyou adefinitive answer on it, but it wasn't

Page 217
1 contract with the Philippine Army and there was a
2 requirement for accuracy testing that be done on,
3 you know, a sample of therifle, sample of the
4 number produced at some given frequency. Well, al
5 the guns were function tested, all the guns were
6 proof tested prior to function test. Then the
7 select quantity of whatever they were, every
8 hundredth gun or whatever, whatever the criteria
9 was for that particular contract, were then taken
10 over to the accuracy rangein the gallery and
11 tested to confirm that they met the requirement.
12 So the testing was conducted by the
13 Remington Defense personnel as opposed to the
14 personnel that were normally in the gallery
15 conducting testing on the commercial products,
16 whether they be MSRs, bolt-action rifles, shotguns,
17 what have you.

18 Q Sotestingisdonefor civilian MSRs as
19 well?
20 A Yes Yes Thetestingtakesplacein

21 thegallery for them. Thereisthe same

22 high-pressure round, the proof round requirement,
23 and then there's also functional requirementsto
24 ensure that the guns operate as they're supposed
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1 to. The specificsof that arelisted in the
2 process records for that particular gun, and that's
3 where they reference for what testing they needed
4 to be -- needed to be conducted on those.
5 Q Andwhen you say requirements for testing
6 inregard to acivilian MSR, you're talking about
7 requirements imposed by Remington itself?
8 A Imposed by Remington or by industry
9 standards, by SAAMI. You know, SAAMI wasthe
10 one--
11 Q Okay.
12 A --that, you know, since we adhered to
13 SAAMI we agreed that we were going to proof test
14 our guns, so we fired a proof round in all of our
15 barrelsto ensure that they met the requirements,
16 that they were safe and that.
17 So there was some of that, but | would
18 say that most of the specifications that had to be
19 met were ones that were internally generated.
20 Q Sonot from requirements from customers?
21 A 1 would say that most customers don't
22 redlly -- wouldn't necessarily know how to specify
23 in exact or engineering terms the performance
24 requirements that they had or that they wanted. So

Page 220
1 specifications for expectations on accuracy and
2 what they were providing to the customer. So, you
3 know, if they say that | want trigger pull to be
4 between 3.25 and 3.75 pounds, we needed to measure
5 that to ensure that we actually achieved that. And
6 likewise--
7 Q Andthat's because -- sorry.
8 A Andlikewisefor the accuracy
9 requirements, if there was a special accuracy
10 requirement we would need to confirm that the
11 firearm asit is being made actually conform to
12 that.
13 Q Andthat's because when you're selling
14 thefirearm you're going to say thisisthe trigger
15 pull of thisfirearm and thisis the accuracy
16 rating of thisfirearm?
17 A Insome casesthat informationis
18 explicitly given to the customers. In othersit's
19 not.
20 An example of that might be for a
21 particular trigger group there are different
22 manufacturersthat are out there that sell trigger
23 components for use in modern sporting rifles. One
24 company is Geissele. They're -- Geissele

Page 219
1 that typically came from, you know, our marketing
2 folks when they're devel oping the specifications
3 for aparticular firearm, hey, the accuracy needs
4 to bethisand trigger pull needs to be that and,
5 you know, as aresult then the process records,
6 whichisbasically the recipe that's used for
7 building and then ultimately testing the gun,
8 lists, okay, you have to shoot five shots at a
9 hundred yards and accuracy of those five shots
10 cannot exceed 1.2 inches. Y ou know, that's some
11 fictitiousthing | just made up.
12 In the course of testing reliability
13 and function in the gallery you'd have to shoot
14 five roundsin order, bang, bang, bang, bang, bang,
15 and then on the last round don't fire it but use
16 the charging handle to extract the round, extract
17 thelive round to ensure that that works.
18 So, again, the recipe or the
19 directions for what testing needed to be done and
20 how to do it were in the process records for making
21 those products.
22  Q Sowhy would it be marketing that decided
23 what testing had to be done?
24 A Weéll, marketing would provide the

Page 221
1 Automatics, they're from Pennsylvania, and they
2 started off as a company that exclusively made
3 triggers and have since branched out into making
4 full guns.
5 Now, they have many different
6 iterations of their trigger groups that can provide
7 fairly large ranges or differences between the
8 particular models for what trigger pull they give.
9 They have some that are, you know, an M4 type of
10 specification that will give you five and a half to
11 eight pounds of trigger pull consistently. They
12 have some that are intended for more, you know,
13 better accuracy where the trigger pulls are
14 reduced. They might be three and a half pounds.
15 So by specifying what the trigger
16 group isthere's a certain understanding, may not
17 bedirectly stated within Remington literature or
18 DPMS literature or Bushmaster literature or
19 anybody's, that, no, it usesthis Geissele trigger
20 system. Well, it's understood that that is a four
21 and ahalf pound trigger.
22 Q Okay.
23 A Sowetest to make sure that, you know,
24 when we put it together it, in fact, you know,
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1 adheresto what we said the specifications are for
2 thefirearm.
3 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. Mr. Ronkainen, |
4 just have alittle bit more and then I'm going to
5 let you go.

6 THE WITNESS: Would it be possible to
7 have abio break right now for just a minute?
8 MS. HELFRICH: Absolutely. Absolutely.
9 Let'sgo five minutes.
10 THE WITNESS: All right. Thank you.
11 (Whereupon, arecess was taken
12 at 3:22 p.m. ET and resumed at
13 3:30 p.m. ET asfollows:)

14 BY MS. HELFRICH:

15 Q I havejust afew more questions and then
16 1 will let you go. Mr. Lothson may have some
17 questions, and he'll have an opportunity to ask
18 those when I'm done.

19 | wanted to ask about hunting again

20 because | actually wanted to ask about varmint

Page 224

1 even if there are also other reasons?

2 A Yes

3 Q Okay. Then| wanted to ask way back at

4 the beginning we talked alittle bit about the SHOT

5 Show. Didyou --

6 MR. LOTHSON: Objection. No, | don't

7 believe so.

8 BY MS. HELFRICH:

9 Q Okay. Wdl, then we're going to talk
10 about the SHOT Show. Areyou familiar with the
11 SHOT Show?
12 A Yes, | amfamiliar with the SHOT Show.
13 Q Canyoutel mewhat that is?
14 A TheSHOT Show isasporting and hunting
15 and outdoor trade show. It's an industry-wide show
16 sponsored by the NSSF where it's a trade show to
17 bring together companiesin the firearms business,
18 in the ammunition business, and in related
19 businesses together in asingle forum so that their
20 customers, their primary customers, the gun shops,

21 hunting and make sure that | understood what you | 21 the distributors, and anybody that's involved with

22 said. It's always been my understanding that if 22 theindustry, can see al of thewaresin one

23 you're hunting game, an animal you're going to eat, | 23 place.

24 you want to kill that animal with one shot so that 24 And so early on the SHOT Show rotated
Page 223 Page 225

1 you don't destroy the meat, correct?

2 A That'scorrect.

3 Q Andinaddition, you want to fire one
4 shot because that's the most ethical way to kill
5 theanimal, correct?

6 A It'sthemost humane way to doit.
7 Q Okay. Isthat also truefor varmints?
8 A Somevarmintsactualy if you're hunting

9 in the wintertime you can get the fur from them.
10 Soit'sameans of -- you know, some people trap
11 foxes, coyotes, or whatever for the fur. It's
12 another means of harvesting the animal to get the
13 fur fromit and so again --

14 Q Soyou still want one clean shot? I'm

15 sorry. I'm sorry.

16 A Youwantoneclean shot. It servesa

17 purpose therein that it doesn't damage the pelt to
18 the degreethat alarger caliber would, and it's

19 also you want the same humane treatment of the
20 animal. You want to kill it with one shot quickly
21 so that there's no prolonged suffering available or
22 happening there.

23 Q Okay. Sogeneraly you want one shot,
24 kill the animal, that's the ethical way to do it

1 locations. | recall attending in Dallasand in
2 Atlantaand in Orlando. Recently, asin probably
3 thelast 10 or 15 years, it has been resident in
4 LasVegas. It was determined that, you know, Las
5 Vegaswas avery good venue because of the large
6 number of hotel rooms available, the venues for
7 holding a convention or a gathering of that size,
8 and so they have held it there for, gosh, like |
9 said, probably the last 15 years, 12 to 15 years.

10 Andit'san --

11 Q Anddidyou--

12 A Goahead.

13 Q No, you go ahead.

14 A | wasgoing to say, it's an opportunity

15 towalk around. For instance, for myself and my
16 business|'ve attended, and | meet with customers
17 there, potential customers. | get an opportunity
18 to kind of bring myself up to speed with what's
19 going on in the industry, see new developments,
20 and, you know, things of that nature.

21 There's -- you know, what we found --
22 what | found as an engineer within the industry is
23 that there'salot of -- there'salot of friends

24 that you meet, former co-workers, stuff like that
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1 that used to work for, say, Marlin Firearms and are 1 and LE product development, DoD/military/LOD, DoD,
2 now with Ruger or something like that, it's an 2 you know the job, my first assignment there, that
3 opportunity to get together, say hi, maybe go out 3 waswhen we -- | started attending regularly, and |
4 to dinner or whatever, aswell as conduct real 4 believel only missed one time in my tenure and
5 business other than just catching up with friends, 5 that's when we had a solicitation for it was a
6 look for potential customers, contracts, see how 6 government program that was due like aweek after
7 products that you may have designed are actually 7 the SHOT Show and | really felt that at that time
8 received by the public. So you can kind of get 8 it was more important that | remain in
9 some feedback on that in away outside of what the 9 Elizabethtown with my team to support them rather
10 saleschannel provides. You can bethelittle fly 10 than, you know, go to the SHOT Show.
11 onthewall by something you designed and talking | 11 So that'sthe onetime | recall that |
12 to some customer and they say, you know, thisis 12 didn't attend after | was adirector, but sans that
13 the dumbest thing I've ever seen, why on earth 13 onetime, you know, | believe | attended every
14 would they do that, and it's like mental note, 14 year.
15 okay, they don't likethat. So... 15 Q Wall, inyour experience of the SHOT Show
16 Q Did that ever happen to you? 16 did you see changesin the way that MSRs were

17 A Probably not at SHOT Show, but I've had 17 displayed or marketed there?
18 people offer unfiltered feedback on some of what 18 A | think | saw changesin the way firearms
19 I've worked on and, you know, anonymously, and it's| 19 and everything was displayed differently and

20 like okay. Sometimes, you know, you just say, 20 marketed there. It wasn't just MSRs.
21 well, you know, | did work on that, | developed 21 Early on, you know, you could say back
22 that, and it'slike there's al kinds of stuttering 22 inthe'80s and possibly even early '90s, the SHOT
23 and fumbling over themselves to try to get out of 23 Show was agood ole boy show and there were not
24 that awkward situation, but it iswhat itis. We 24 very many women, females that were there that were
Page 227 Page 229
1 al have opinions on things, and theirsisasvalid 1 in attendance, and as aresult sometimes the
2 asmineison other objects, rather other subjects. 2 culture would be, construed by modern standards, it
3 So... 3 would be alittle uncouth. Y ou know, there was
4 Q Didyou attend the SHOT Show regularly 4 just things that were said and done that you
5 throughout your career? 5 wouldn't do today. That said --
6 A Whenl waswith Remington as an engineer 6 Q Areyoutaking about the '90s?
7 wetypically attended only when we had alarge 7 A Taking about the '90s.
8 product introduction that took place at the SHOT 8 Q Okay.
9 Show. 9 A '80sand'90s. You know, weal I think
10 So, for example, when we did the Model 10 can understand that. If we didn't live through it
11 700 EtronX | had the opportunity to visit the SHOT 11 at least we have awareness of it.
12 Show. Part of that isto provide some technical 12 | think the marketing has changed so
13 expertise to the sales team to explain to them 13 that it'salot moreinclusive. It's gender
14 really what thisthing is and if, for instance, a 14 inclusive. There have been different dantsin
15 customer isinterested in the product but just 15 that, but, you know, quite honestly, that's the
16 doesn't understand it you have somebody there that 16 primary differencel saw.
17 can give them agood technical explanation that a 17  Q Any specific differences with regard to
18 layman can understand. It's not all engineering 18 MSRs?
19 speak. You can equate thisto, you know, words and 19 A Nothing that comesto the forefront of my
20 itemsin language that's more relatable for them. 20 mind right now. There may have been more pictures
21  Q Did there come apoint in your career at 21 of females with MSRs, there may have been more
22 Remington where you attended the SHOT Show every 22 female competitive shooters there for 3-gun than
23 year? 23 there were, but part of that was back in the '90s
24 A When| was made the director of military 24 3-gun didn't really exist and, quite honestly,
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1 women'sinvolvement in that was very limited. It's
2 only later on that they became involved and they
3 actually created divisions within the organization
4 that sanctioned those eventsto alow them to
5 compete, and, you know, there's some female
6 shooterstoday that, you know, quite honestly, are
7 very competitive with the male shooters.
8 LenaMiculek isonel think of. She
9 isan outstanding shooter, and, you know, it stands
10 to reason, her father is one of the best that
11 ther€e's ever been, especially with revolvers. So
12 she hasthe geneticsto do it well and she's had
13 thetraining throughout her lifeto do it well, and
14 there are many others as well.
15 There are alot of female shotgun
16 target shooters, skeet, trap, sporting clays, that
17 dowell. A lot of 3-gun shooters. A lot of women
18 that compete now in, you know, they call it F-Class
19 shooting where it's shooting at a thousand yards at
20 targets and trying to shoot as small a group as you
21 can.

Page 232
1 point, but I'm not privy or aware of those.
2 Q Okay. Lastthing| want to ask you about
3 isRemington after you left and what happened to
4 the brandsthere. So you left in the middle of
5 2016, right?
6 A Yes
7 Q Andat that point Remington itself was
8 already tapering off production of MSRs, right?
9 A | don'tagreewiththat. Therewasa
10 very substantial M SR production activity in
11 Huntsville, Alabama. So | don't believe that
12 that's necessarily atruthful statement.
13 What the quantities that were produced
14 from Huntsville for Remington | don't know, | don't
15 havethat information, | don't have the sales
16 figures, but that kind of runs contrary to what |
17 understood. Again, | don't have catalogs from that
18 time period to be able to say, hey, look, they took
19 it out.
20 So when | left, | can speak up until
21 that point in time, but post that | really don't

22 So that's been it. It'sthe 22 havethe information available to offer you any
23 involvement of -- you know, moreinvolvement of | 23 opinion onit.
24 women and to a certain degree children as well 24  Q Okay. Doesthe Remington -- Strike that.
Page 231 Page 233
1 within theindustry, but for the most part it's 1 Does Remington Defense still exist?
2 been adults and it's been women. 2 A |don'tknow.
3 Q Now,the SHOT Show is sponsored or 3 Q DoesRemington Arms still exist?
4 organized by the National Shooting Sports 4 A Remington Arms as acompany that's called

5 Foundation, right?
6 A Thatiscorrect.
7 Q Areyouaware of any conditionsthat the
8 NSSF at any time placed on the display or sale of
9 MSRsat the SHOT Show?
10 A | amnot aware of any specific
11 restrictions. There may have been some that
12 predated me. My awareness with the SHOT Show and
13 the display requirements are more the generic ones
14 with related to firearms.
15 Thereisagroup of individuals within
16 the NSSF that go to every booth and inspect every
17 firearm that's at the show to ensure that it's been
18 disabled so that it'simpossible for it to fire.
19 So somebody bringing ammunition in could grab agun
20 off the shelf and it's not going to be potentially
21 ableto fire and hurt anybody.
22 With regard to restrictions beyond
23 that, those are generic for al firearms, I'm not
24 aware of any. There may have been some at some

5 RemArmsexists. They were located in both Ilion,
6 New York, and LaGrange, Georgia. Thellion

7 facility as of March 3rd or 4th of this year was

8 closed and production now solely takes placein

9 LaGrange, Georgia, to my knowledge.

10 Q WhoownsRemArms?
11 A Wed haveto go back and look through the
12 bankruptcy auction results. | believeit'sa

13 company called Green Hill Capital or something to
14 that effect, but I'm doing that from memory and |
15 haven't looked at that information in several

16 years. Soit's not something that's at the tip of

17 my tongue for recall.

18 Q And Remington went through bankruptcy
19 twice, right?

20 A Yes itwastwice. Therewasthefirst

21 timewas| think in 2017, '18, again, | wasn't with
22 the company so, no, there's not an indelible mark
23 in my mind as to exactly when that was, and then
24 the second time wasin 2020, | believe.
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1 Q Andwhat happened -- 1 towards debt service, Jim's opinion. So it was
2 A 2020. 2 that to kind of reorganize their debts and their
3 Q Sorry. What happened to Bushmaster? 3 ahility to pay those and with the hope of being --
4 A Bushmaster was sold to another company. 4 with the transition and reorganization that they'd
5 I think Bushmaster was sold to Franklin Armory. 5 be successful in being able to come out of that.
6 Again, sameissue with recall on that particular 6 Ultimately with the second bankruptcy
7 asset and who acquired it. 1'd have to look at the 7 that happened that proved not to be the case, that
8 bankruptcy court proceedingsto seewho it was, but | 8 they weren't able to recover, and | want to say for
9 as| recall it was Franklin Armory. If it wasn't 9 the second bankruptcy the amount of debt was
10 Franklin Armory, it was Palmetto State Armory. 10 approaching abillion dollars. The exact amount is
11 So and then DPM S was purchased by the 11 certainly availablein court records. In ballpark
12 other entity. So whichiswhich, again, I'd have 12 numbersit was alot of money.
13 to reference the paperwork from the bankruptcy 13 BY MS. HELFRICH:
14 court to give you a definitive answer. 14 Q Do you know where the debt came from?
15 Q Aretherestill firearms produced under 15 A Thedebt came from acquisitions of alot
16 the Bushmaster brand? 16 of companies. There may have been some other
17 A | believethereare. I've seen some 17 causesfor it. Off thetop of my head | don't
18 recently. It's nothing I've gone out and probed 18 know.
19 very hard, but | do seem to recall that they've had 19 Y ou know, there were aton of
20 some advertisementsin some of the trade 20 acquisitions that took place and, you know, just,
21 publications| get, but, again, it's -- | wasn't 21 unfortunately, when the companies were acquired and
22 looking for it so it wasn't necessarily something | 22 brought in underneath the Remington umbrella the --
23 was, you know, out to acquire the information never | 23 they were unable to integrate things well and be
24 toforget. So... 24 ableto turn the level of profit that they needed
Page 235 Page 237
1 Q What about DPMS, arethere still firearms 1 to with those companies after acquisition to make
2 sold under that brand? 2 their -- the debt incurred worthwhile and be able
3 A Yes thereare. | have seenthose. Asl 3 to pay it off.
4 said, | believe Palmetto State bought DPMS or 4 MS. HELFRICH: All right. That'sall |
5 Franklin Armory, one of the two. Those two were 5 havetoday.
6 there, and who Bushmaster belongs to and who DPMS 6 Mr. Lothson, if you'd like to ask some
7 belongsto it's one of the two companies. | can 7 questionsit's your turn.
8 certainly find out if you'd like and let you know. 8 MR. LOTHSON: | would.
9 Q No,Ijust wanted to know if you knew. 9 EXAMINATION

=
o

10 A Yep. |dont. BY MR. LOTHSON:

11 Q Okay. What isyour understanding, if you 11 Q I'mgoing to share my screen.

12 have one, of why Remington went into bankruptcy in 12 All right. My screen is being shared.

13 20172 13 Jim, thisisyour report which | believe was marked
14 MR. LOTHSON: Objection, form, or 2018 14 asExhibit 1. I've highlighted a sentence here.

15 andthisisalegal question anyway. So... 15 There was some discussion before the lunch break
16 But, Jim, if you know, go ahead. This 16 regarding this sentence. It reads during my time
17 isafter you left the company. 17 inthefirearms--

18 THEWITNESS: Yeah. Asl understand it 18 A Werenot seeingit.

19 the company was carrying quite a bit of debt at 19 MS. HELFRICH: We're not seeing it.

20 that point in time, in excess of | want to say 20 THE WITNESS. We're not seeing your

21 maybe $500 million, it could have been more, and 21 screen yet.

N
N

22 they used theinitial bankruptcy there to get BY MR. LOTHSON:
23 better terms from their creditors because alot of Q Oh, I'vegot to hit share.
24 the profit that the company was making was going 24 A Thereyou go.

N
w
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constructed and the type of MSRs that DPM S

ultimately produced?

3 Q I'vegonetopage?2. I'vehighlighted a A During that time frame the DPMS Gen |1

4 sentence that was the subject of discussion shortly was being implemented into production, and the

1 Q I'mshowing you your report. 1
2
3
4
5 before the lunch break. In this sentenceit reads 5 resources required to generate that new mode! at
6
7
8
9

2 A Yes

6 infull: During my time in the firearms industry, DPMS supplemented with my engineers from the
7 demand and sales of commercial M SRs climbed development team, it took time away from what they
8 markedly and steadily. were able to produce.

9 Do you see that? There may have been other things going
10 A Yes 10 on at the facility at that time that | wasn't aware
11  Q Andthentherewasascroll down and some | 11 of because | was only working on new products.
12 discussion several pages later to the report -- or 12 There may have been availability issues, and there

13 the AFMER production volumes and some references 13 could have very well been just an overall downturn
14 specifically to DPMS, of which my cursor is now 14 in the market that hit DPMS particularly hard, but

15 highlighting. Do you see that? 15 it'ssuch a-- apicture of asmall spot of the

16 A Yes 16 marketplaceit's difficult to say that itis

17  Q And specifically you were questioned on 17 reflective of really what the whole total MSR --

18 some of the DPM S humbers specifically at the years | 18 commercial MSR market was.

19 2014 and 2015. Do you seethat? 19 Q Anddo you have personal knowledge of

20 A ldo. 20 Remington, the Remington brand MSRs, the R-15 and

21 Q Okay. IsDPMS production aonein any 21 the R-25?
22 particular year indicative of the Remington family |22 A Yes, I do.

23 of companies on the whole's M SR production for 23  Q Andduring your time at the company were
24 civilian sales? 24 tens of thousands of Remington M SRs sold to the
Page 239 Page 241
1 A Itmay track to acertain degree with 1 civilian market?
2 Bushmaster and with Remington, but they're all 2 A Theywere. They were, in fact, sold.
3 three independent brands that when they're on the 3 There were model line extensions. Sometimes that's
4 shelf at the gun store the gun consumer has the 4 assimple as anew camouflage pattern, in other
5 ability to take and make any one -- you know, 5 cases new hand guards. Sometimesit wasthe
6 choose which oneto purchase. So adecreasein 6 addition of new calibers.
7 salesfor DPMS doesn't necessarily correlatewitha | 7 So there was alot of work that took
8 complete reduction in quantity of MSRs produced by | 8 place there, and there were alot of saleswhich,
9 Remington/BFI Bushmaster/DPMS. 9 unfortunately, underneath the AFMER production
10 And, you know, as| mentioned before 10 volumes are masked, hidden, commingled with the
11 several times, the data for Bushmaster got 11 other Remington products that were being made at
12 incorporated into Remington's data and you can't 12 that time.
13 disambiguate that. So when you add those three 13  Q Isitfair to say there were hundreds of
14 together, unfortunately, | don't have available 14 thousands of Remington brand M SRs sold during your
15 information for R-15s and R-25sto add, say, a 15 time at the company?
16 third column over there, but if we were ableto do 16 A During my time with the company, yeah,
17 that and then look at thetotal | think we'd 17 I'd say that hundreds of thousandsis afair
18 probably find that overall they were -- you know, 18 estimate. What each specific year was, again, it's
19 the trend was steady to growing, but, you know, 19 difficult to say, but that production areawas
20 right now the DPM S data by itself would indicate 20 always very busy and, you know, they were knocking
21 that, you know, it's dropping off but let's say 21 out the product.
22 that's not the whole picture. 22  Q Let'stak about Bushmaster in the years
23 Q Andwith respect to DPMS specifically, 23 2012 and onwards, for example. During your time at

24 were there changesin the way DPM S's firearms were| 24 the company did Bushmaster sell hundreds of
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1 thousands of Bushmaster brand rifles that were M SRS
2 tothe civilian marketplace?
3 A Yes Bushmaster wasavery popular brand
4 for modern sporting rifles, one of the most -- one
5 of the largest producers, and, again,
6 unfortunately, the data for their specific
7 production numbersisn't readily available or
8 evident from, you know, the AFMER data.
9 Q Let'stake, for example, the year 2013
10 when DPM S sales were up to over 200,000 units.
11 Where would Bushmaster fall relativeto DPMS?
12 A Youknow, based on kind of above, you
13 look at there was very close tracking between DPMS
14 and Bushmaster in terms of their product volumes.
15 It would have been very nearly in that
16 neighborhood, if not possibly even exceeding it.
17 Again, acquisition of that exact number isn't
18 possible given the way the data was tabul ated.
19 Q Impossibleby you, right?
20 A Impossibleby me. It certainly via FFL
21 A&D records or something like that would be
22 possible. | don't have accessto that. 1'm not
23 sure who does or where those records exist today,
24 but, yeah, it's beyond the scope of what I'm able

Page 244
1 hunting was one of the goals of aGen Il rifle?
2 A Yes Andtheprimary reason for it, it
3 was -- you know, the end use was hunting, but it
4 was a.308 capable AR modern sporting rifle design
5 that wasin asmaller package than the existing
6 AR-10swhich fired the equivalent cartridge, fired
7 the same cartridge. So it gave the user amore
8 compact package to work with. That function then
9 operated asreliably as those did.
10 Q Tosomeextent did the Remington brand of
11 MSRs compete with the Gen |1 DPM Ss for marketplace
12 share?
13 A Theydid. They did, along with the .308
14 offerings that Bushmaster had.
15 Bushmaster didn't have a super
16 extensive .308 lineup but they had some guns that
17 were offered there, and there was let's put it --
18 cannibalization is not necessarily the right term,
19 but there was competition between all the brands
20 that were resident or owned under one umbrella.
21 It'sthe nature of the beast. Some peoplelike
22 Ford, some people like Chevys, and some people like
23 Dodges. You buy what you like.
24 Sometimes something new comes out, you

Page 243

to complete with the data | have available to me.

Q Soby theyear, let's say, 2014, for
example, there were Bushmaster M SRs, there were
DPMS M SRs, and there were Remington brand MSRs all
being sold to the commercial marketplace, correct?

A Yes

Q Okay. Andinterms of asteadily growing
market, were those three brands a part of that
marketplace?

A Yes. | would say that our production
number trends and our production volumes were
similar to what the other manufacturersin the
industry experienced.

So when there was an uptrend we saw an
increase in volume. When there was a downtrend,
which, you know, there have been a few through the
course of that looking at the overall AFMER data,

© 00N OB WDN B

R N O
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18 we tracked with that, too.

19 Q Let'stakabout--

20 A Goahead.

21 Q Onthispoint, DPMS and the Gen |1, you
22 talked earlier about the Gen Il itself being

23 modified -- or, excuse me, an expansion of the
24 product line such it was focused on, for example,

Page 245
1 have anew Dodge Ram pickup truck, and all of a
2 sudden sales kind of swing in that fashion. The
3 overall truck market probably doesn't change aton,
4 but, you know, the brand that'sin favor benefits
5 from, you know, the added sales that they get by
6 whatever feature set it isthat they offer, whether
7 it's better fuel economy, higher load capacity,
8 better aesthetics, whatever, you know, for the
9 truck analogy.
10 Q Intermsof suitability of usesfor the
11 products that you were involved in the manufacture
12 and sale of, the DPMS line, the Remington line, and
13 the Bushmaster lines, al of them were suitable for
14 various uses; isthat right?
15 A Yes
16 Q And that would include hunting and
17 sporting uses, correct?
18 A Hunting and sporting uses, sporting uses
19 specifically target shooting, aswell as
20 self-defense uses.
21  Q Andthat would be self and home defense
22 uses; isthat what you're saying?
23 A Yes
24 Q Intermsof the numbersthat you
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Page 246
1 discussed, and I'm still sharing my screen on
2 Exhibit 2, page 4, the AFMER production volumes,
3 when you had a chance to go back and look at the
4 AFMER data, for example, in the Bushmaster totals
5 for the year of 2011 did you uncover any
6 typographical error there?
7 A Yeah, andlooking at that | fat-fingered
8 that. It should be 38,075 rather than 57. So,
9 again, the differenceis, what, 12, 13, whatever
10 the mathis. I'm an engineer, | should be ableto
11 do this, but it's been along day.
12 I'll just say that it'sthere. It's
13 listed as 57 here, but by my recollection looking
14 at the AFMER datalast night it was actually
15 38,075.
16 MR. LOTHSON: | believethat'sall the
17 questions| have at thistime.
18 MS. HELFRICH: | just have two
19 follow-ups.
20 FURTHER EXAMINATION
21 BY MS. HELFRICH:
22  Q Yousad that during the time you werein
23 charge of product development for MSRs at
24 Remington, Remington sold hundreds of thousands of|

Page 248
1 produced other rifles, that data was not utilized
2 in calculating market share percentage just because
3 you can't do the calculation. You can't figureit.
4 So...
5 Q Andisany of that analysis of
6 Remington's market share in your report?
7 A It'swork that took place subsequent to
8 theissuing of my report.
9 Q Afterthereport, okay.
10 And, again, your assertion today that
11 Remington sold hundreds of thousands of M SRs, that
12 number is not in the report, correct?
13 A That number isnot listed specificaly in
14 the report, but based on my knowledge of being
15 there at that time | believe that to be a true
16 statement.

17 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. That'sal | have.
18 Do you want to reserve?

19 MR. LOTHSON: Yes.

20 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. So that means,

21 Mr. Ronkainen, that Andy, your attorney, will get a
22 copy of the transcript and you'll have a chance to
23 review the transcript and make sure that what you
24 said was transcribed accurately. You can't change

Page 247
1 MSRsin the commercial market, isthat correct, am
2 | restating your statement correctly?
3 A Yes Wesold between ahundred and
4 200,000. Again, | don't have away of coming up
5 with the exact number, but it was a substantial
6 quantity.
7 Q What share of the MSR market was that; do
8 you know?
9 A I'vedonesomepreliminary analysis. It
10 was-- you know, historically when Remington
11 acquired DPM S and Bushmaster they held the lion's
12 share of the commercial MSR market, maybein the
13 neighborhood of 40 percent, maybe even higher.
14 It'sdifficult to really say.
15 With time and with the addition of
16 competitors and different competitor offerings |
17 think that the market share, even though the total
18 quantity increased, our market share percentage
19 decreased from, say, 40 or so percent to begin with
20 down into the 20 percent neighborhood, maybe even
21 dightly lower than that.
22 Again, thisis based on estimations
23 that are probably conservative because where guns
24 were produced, M SRs were produced by companies that

Page 249
1 your answer, but if what you said wasn't taken down
2 correctly you can let the reporter know and she can
3 make the change.
4 THE WITNESS: Yeah. I'm familiar with
5 that process, and I'll do that.
6 MS. HELFRICH: Okay. Well, | want to
7 thank you for your time.
8 THE WITNESS: Thank you. Have yourself a
9 good weekend.

10 MS. HELFRICH: Thank you, and you, too.
11 And, June, thanks to you as well.

12 THE REPORTER: Sure.

13 May | have transcript orders, please?

14 MS. HELFRICH: Let'sjust say we're off

15 therecord.
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(Whereupon the deposition was
concluded at 4:05 p.m. ET.)
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1 Veritext Legal Solutions
1 STATEOFILLINOIS ) 1100 Superior Ave
) SS. 2 Suite 1820
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
2 COUNTY OFKANE ) 3 Phone: 216-523-1313
3 The within and foregoing videoconference 4
4 deposition of the aforementioned witness was 5 August 20, 2024
5 reported remotely by JUNE M. STEARNS, CSR, RMR, and  To: Mr. Lothson
. . . 6
6 Notary Public, at the date and time af orementioned. Case Name: Barnett, Caleb, Et Al v. Raoul, Kwame, Et Al
7 There were present via videoconference 7
8 during the taking of the deposition the previously 8 Veritext Reference Number: 6831501
9 named counsal. Witness: James Ronkainen ~ Deposition Date: 8/2/2024
10 The said witness was first duly sworn via 18 Dear Sir:
11 videoconference and was then examined upon oral 1
. . . Enclosed please find a deposition transcript. Please have the witness
12 interrogatories; the questions and answers were 12
13 taken down in shorthand by the undersigned, acting review the transcript and note any changes or corrections on the
. o 13
14 as stenographer and Notary Public; and the within included errata sheet, indicating the page, line number, change, and
15 and foregoing is atrue, accurate and complete 14 , , )
. the reason for the change. Have the witness' signature notarized and
16 record of all of the questions asked of and answers 15

forward the completed page(s) back to us at the Production address
16 shown
17 above, or email to production-midwest@veritext.com.

19 The signature of the witness was not 18 , o ,
. . . If the errata is not returned within thirty days of your receipt of
20 waived, and the deposition was submitted, pursuant 19
21 to Rule 30(e) of the Rules of Civil Procedure for 0 this letter, the reading and signing will be deemed waived.
22 the United States District Courts, to the deponent 21 Sincerely,
23 per copy of the attached |etter. gg Production Department
24 The undersigned is not interested in the 24 NO NOTARY REQUIRED IN CA
Page 251 Page 253
ithi i 1 DEPOSITION REVIEW
% \F/)v;':gg case, nor of kin or counsel to any of the CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS
. 2
3 Witness my official signature and seal as ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6831501

4 Notary Public in and for Kane County, Illinais, on
5 the 20th day of August, A.D. 2024.

6 e A

7
JUNE V. D1 EARND, LSRR, RMR

Notary Public

License No. 084-003024

One North Franklin Street, Suite 3000

Chicago, Illinois 60606

Phone: (312) 442-9087

8

9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

3 CASE NAME: Barnett, Caleb, Et Al. v. Raoul, Kwame, Et Al.
DATE OF DEPOSITION: 8/2/2024
4 WITNESS NAME: James Ronkainen
5 In accordance with the Rules of Civil
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
6 my testimony or it has been read to me.
7 | have made no changes to the testimony
as transcribed by the court reporter.

9 Date James Ronkainen
Sworn to and subscribed before me, a
Notary Public in and for the State and County,

11 thereferenced witness did personally appear
and acknowledge that:
12
They have read the transcript;
13 They signed the foregoing Sworn
Statement; and
14 Their execution of this Statement is of
their free act and deed.
15
| have affixed my name and official seal
16
this day of .20 .
17
18 Notary Public
19
Commission Expiration Date
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 DEPOSITION REVIEW
CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS
2
ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6831501
3 CASE NAME: Barnett, Caleb, Et Al. v. Raoul, Kwame, Et Al.
DATE OF DEPOSITION: 8/2/2024
4 WITNESS NAME: James Ronkainen
5 In accordance with the Rules of Civil
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
6 my testimony or it has been read to me.
7 | have listed my changes on the attached
Errata Sheet, listing page and line numbers as
8 well asthe reason(s) for the change(s).
9 | request that these changes be entered
as part of the record of my testimony.
10
| have executed the Errata Sheet, as well
11 asthis Certificate, and request and authorize
that both be appended to the transcript of my
12  testimony and be incorporated therein.
13
Date James Ronkainen
14
Sworn to and subscribed before me, a
15 Notary Publicin and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
16 and acknowledge that:
17 They have read the transcript;
They have listed al of their corrections
18 in the appended Errata Sheet;
They signed the foregoing Sworn
19 Statement; and
Their execution of this Statement is of
20 their free act and deed.
21 | have affixed my name and official seal
22 this day of , 20
23
Notary Public
24
25 Commission Expiration Date
Page 255
1 ERRATA SHEET
VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS MIDWEST
2 ASSIGNMENT NO: 6831501
3 PAGE/LINE(S)/ CHANGE /REASON
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20 Date James Ronkainen
21 SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS
22 DAY OF , 20
23
Notary Public
24
25 Commission Expiration Date
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) if there are changes in form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer's Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f) (1) whether a review was requested
and, 1if so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted

Page ID
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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DEPOSITION REVIEW
CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS

Page 254

ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6831501
CASE NAME: BRarnett, Caleb, Et Al. v. Raoul
DATE OF DEPOSITION: 8/2/2024

WITNESS' NAME:
In accordance with the Rules of Civil

James Ronkainen
Procedure, I have read the entire transcript of
my testimony or it has been read to me.

I have listed my changes on the attached
Errata Sheet, listing page and line numbers as

, Kwame,

Et Al.

well as
E
as part

I

the reason(s) for the change(s).
regquest that these changeg be entered

of the record of my testimony.

have executed the Errata Sheet, és well

as this Certificate, and request and authorize

that both be appended to fhe transc
testimony and be incorpoydted ttf
& |zolZesz ! by
{ 4

Date Jimks Roﬁkainen

Sworn to and subscribed before me, a
Notary Public in and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
and acknowledge that:
They have read the transcript;
They have listed all of their corrections
in the appended Errata Sheet;
They signed the foregoing Sworn
Statement; and
Theilr execution of this Statement ig of
their free act and deed.

I have affixed my name and official seal

this _*S.Q#, ay of QMgUJ"" : 20_&4_.

) "
awnititee,,,
Notary P ic l// @w%ﬁﬂTANYSZ?%
y VY e -~ 't’
So 0l
oal2og s No, ez’
Sao \ v v 21
Commission Expiration Date S p —Uc s P :C.’E: @ I
2N R, N %®rms
A e
1 3 "4 S P < 5
Veritext Legal Solutions ‘.l:p@&\ ______ 5

6,” s
.
4,

WWwWWw.veritext.com

renTUCERE391-3376
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VERITEXT LEGA#&B@&%ONS MIDWEST
ASSIGNMENT NO: 6831501

ERRATA SHEET
Page Line Changes Reason
71 10,13 | “FedBizzOpps” should be “FedBizOpps” Transcription error
76 1 “..they may not have always been..” should be Transcription error
“..there may not have always been...”
76 23 “..all the mill standards...” should be “...all the MIL Transcription error
standards...”
85 18 “...Remingtons...” should be “...Remington...” Transcription error
93 21 “Had the opportunity...” should be “I had the Transcription error
opportunity...”
93 23-24 | “..and |l get a hunting license...” should be “..and get | Transcription error
a hunting license...”
95 19 “..Clayton, Dubilier & Rice they had...” should be Transcription error
“..Clayton, Dubilier & Rice, they had...”
97 4 “...moved Bushmaster and Remington...” should be Transcription error
“...they moved Bushmaster and Remington...”
98 17 “..side, we're the ones that were...” should be “...side, | Transcription error
were the ones that were..”
118 11 “...correction of the math there...” should be Transcription error
“...correction of the math error...”
134 5 “Arrow Precision” should be “Aero Precision” Transcription error
136 15 “An exact number you would be...” should be “An Transcription error
exact number - you would be..”
138 1 “..were in the marketplace l...” should be “...were in Transcription error
the marketplace, I...”
146 7-8 “..if abulletis in the 243-thousandths diameter...” Transcription error
should be “...if a bullet is 243-thousandths in
diameter, ...”
146 9 “..which the actual dimensions...” should be Transcription error
“..which is the actual diameter..”
146 12 “...where it's neck down...” should be “...where it's Transcription error
necked down...”
146 23 “..of handling .308s but...” should be “...of handling Transcription error
.308s, but..”
148 12 “...AR-15, for instance, as...” should be “...AR-15. For | Transcription error
instance, as...”
148 17 “..shooting .204 Rugers.” should be “...shooting .204 | Transcription error
Ruger.”
149 2 “..inside of the bullet...” should be “...inside of the Transcription error
bolt..”
151 2 “...what .223 Remingtons are.” should be “..what .223 | Transcription error
Remington’s are.”
151 18 “..gives it a launch-up,...” should be “...gives it a Transcription error
launch upward,...”
152 9 “..what thatisif a...” should be “..what thatis. Ifa...” | Transcription error
159 9 “..ceased production when that was.” should be Transcription error
“...ceased production, when that was.”
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ASSIGNMENT NO: 6831501
ERRATA SHEET

163 11 “..where the bullet are held...” should be “...where Transcription error
the bullets are held..”

166 10 “..come back to the action.” should be “...come back | Transcription error
into the action.”

177 1 “..they called their lefty.” should be “...they called Transcription error
their Lefty.”

177 2 “..seen the DPMS lefty version,...” should be “...seen | Transcription error
the DPMS Lefty version,..”

186 8 “Those it helps...” should be “For those it helps...” Transcription error

186 16 “...in minutes of angle,...” should be “...in minute of Transcription error
angle,..”

190 4 “..the SAAMI abuse test,...” should be “...the SAAMI Transcription error
abuse tests,...”

191 12 “..actually a prime cartridge...” should be “...actually | Transcription error
a primed cartridge..”

191 23 “..a prime cartridge...” should be “...a primed Transcription error
cartridge..”

194 18 “..MSR that you're selling, just...” should be “...MSR Transcription error
thatyou're selling. Just..”

195 17 “We use that on...” should be “We used that on...” Transcription error

195 18 “..so the ACRrifles we're...” should be “...so the ACR | Transcription error
rifles were..” '

195 22 “...technology that they use,...” should be Transcription error
“..technology that they used,...”

206 23 “..machinery required to that,...” should be”... Transcription error
machinery required to do that,...”

207 2 “riffling” should be “rifling” Transcription error

217 3 “..a sample of the rifle,...” should be “...a sample of Transcription error
therifles,...”

220 11 “...actually conform to...” should be “...actually Transcription error
conformed to..”

221 16 “..understanding, may not...” should be Transcription error
“..understanding that may not...”

223 21-22 | “..suffering available or happening there.” should be | Transcription error
“..suffering happening there.”

224 14-15 | “The SHOT Show is a sporting and hunting and Transcription error
outdoor trade show.” should be “The SHOT Show is a
Sporting and Hunting and Outdoor Trade show.”

228 5-6 “..a solicitation for it was a government program that | Transcription error
was...” should be “...a solicitation - it was a
government program - that was...”

244 7-10 “So it gave the user a more compact package to work | Transcription error

with. That function then operated as reliably as those
did.” should be “So it gave the user a more compact
package to work with that functioned and operated
as reliably as those did.”
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