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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DI STRICT OF | LLINO S
CALEB BARNETT, et al.

Pl aintiffs,

)
)
)
)
-VS- ) 3:23-cv-209- SPM
)
KWAME RAQUL, et al ., )

)

)

Def endant s.
DEPCSI TI ON OF PAUL A. LElI TNER- W SE

The deposition of PAUL A. LElI TNER- W SE was
taken by Nick W Di Govanni, C.S.R, pursuant to the
appl i cabl e provisions of the Federal Code of G vil
Procedure and the rules of the Suprene Court of the
United States of Anerica, pertaining to the taking
of depositions for the purpose of discovery, via
Zoom vi deoconf erenci ng, comenci ng at approxi mately
9:10 o'clock a.m on the 27th day of June, of the
year 2024.
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Page 2 Page 4
1 There were present during the taking of this 1 INDEX
deposition the following counsel:
5 2  THEWITNESS PAGE
SWANSON MARTIN BELL LLP PAUL A. LEITNER-WISE
3 Andrew A. Lothson 3
330 N. Wabash - Ste. 3300 i et
4 Chicago L. 60611 Examination by Ms. Muse 7
alothson@smbtrials.com 4
5 5 EXHIBITS
Onbehalfof Leitner-Wise Deposition Exhibit 1 11
6 the Barnett Plaintiffs; 6 (CV)
7 LAW FIRM OF DAVID G. SEGALE PC i ) " o
David G. Segale Leitner-Wise Deposition Exhibit 2 68
8 55 W. 22nd St. - Ste. 230 7 (Brief)
Lombard IL 60148 trer \\i i T
9 dsigale@sigaldlaw.com o Leitner-Wise Delp)ostlon Exhibit 3 74
10 On behalf of (News Article)
the Harrel Plaintiffs; Leitner-Wise Deposition Exhibit 4 90
H MAAG LAW FIRM LLC o (Complaint)
12 Thomas G. Maag Leitner-Wi;e Deposition Exhibit 5 99
22 W. LorenaAve. 10 (Decision)
13 Wood River IL 62095 11
tmaag@maaglaw.com 12
14
On behalf of 13
15 the Langley Plaintiffs; 14
16 ILLINOIS OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL 15
Kathryn Hunt Muse 16
17 Mike Tresnowski
Christopher Wells 17
18 115S. LaSalle St. 18
Chicago IL 60603 19
19 kathryn.muse@ilag.gov
20 On behalf of 20
the State of Illinais; 21
g 22
23 23
24 24
Page 3 Page 5
1 MICHEL & ASSOCIATES PC .
Sean A, Brady 1  (Witnesssworn.)
2 180 Ocean Blvd. - Ste. 200 2
Long Beach, CA 90802 MS. MUSE: morning, Mr. Leitner-Wise.
3 sbrady @michellawyers.com 3 S MUSE: Good morning, ) ertner-wise
4 On behalf of 4 THE WITNESS: Good morning.
Federal Firearms Licensees of Illinois 5 MS. MUSE: Thank you for being with us today.
5 and Paul A. Leitner-Wise; . L
6 EVANS& DIXON LLC 6 Have you given adeposmon before?
Katherine Asfour 7 THE WITNESS: No, | haven't. Thisisthe
7 211 N. Broadway - Ste. 2500 .
St. Louis MO 63102 8 firstforme.
8 kasfour@evans-dixon.com 9 MS. MUSE: Okay. So I'll explain some of the
9 On behalf of .
the Randolph County Defendants; 10  ground rules, and you should let me know if you have
10 11 any questions. | want to make sure you understand
1 and 12 them before we begin.
BECKER HOERNER & YSURSA PC 13 THE WITNESS: Okay.
12 ThomasR. Ysursa . .
5111 W, Main St 14 _ M.S' MUSE: Do you understand that you'll be
13 Belleville IL 62226 15  testifying under oath today?
u try@bhylaw.com 16 THE WITNESS: Yes, | do.
On behalf of 17 MS. MUSE: And you understand that that will
12 the St. Clair County Defendants. 18  beunder the penalty of perjury?
17 19 THE WITNESS: Yes, | do.
18 20 MS. MUSE: So you'll answer my questions
- 21 truthfully just like you aretestifying in a
21 22 courtroom?
- 23 THE WITNESS: | am.
24 24 MS. MUSE: Nick hereisour court reporter.
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Page 6 Page 8
1 Hewill betaking down what is said and transcribing 1  thisdeposition virtualy today. I'min an office
2 it 2 inChicago, lllinois. Where are you today?
3 I will be asking questions, and 3 A I'mactualy located in our housein
4 thenyou will answer them. Because the court 4  Northeast D.C.
5  reporter hasto write down everything we say, it's 5 Q IntheDistrict of Columbia?
6  important that we try not to talk over each other. 6 A Disstrict of Columbia, Washington, D.C.
7 I'm sure | will make amistake 7 Q Okay. Isthereanyonein the room with
8 andtalk over you at some point, and | expect you to 8 you today?
9  dothesame; but well try to do our best so the 9 A My wifeisat home at the moment. She
10  court reporter is able to write everything down. 10  will beleaving shortly.
11 So you'll have to wait for meto 11 Q Issheinthe sameroom asyou at the
12 finish my questions before you answering evenif you | 12 moment?
13 think you know what I'm going to say. 13 A Sheis, yes.
14 Do you understand? 14 Q Sheis. Would...
15 THE WITNESS: Yes. 15 A If | could explain -- and | didn't mean
16 MS. MUSE: Great. 16 totak --itis-- the houseisavery open plan.
17 THE WITNESS: Makesalot of sense. 17  Soshe'snot actually sitting next to me, but she's
18 MS. MUSE: You may hear your attorney pipein | 18  within what would be defined as a room.
19  to State an objection after aquestion. Well 19 Q Okay. Areyou ableto see her from
20  continue unless the attorney stopsto discuss a 20  whereyou'resitting?
21 privilege. Youll still have to answer my questions 21 A If | crane my head, yes.
22 unlessthe attorneys instruct you otherwise. 22 Q Okay. I'm going to have to ask you to
23 Do you understand? 23 not interact with your wife during this deposition;
24 THE WITNESS: Yes, | do. 24  andif shetriesto interact with you, I'd like you
Page 7 Page 9
1 MS. MUSE: If you don't understand a question 1  tolet meknow so that we can understand whether we
2 that| ask, please let me know. | want to make sure 2 arejust speaking with you today or whether there's
3 that you understand my questions before you answer 3 somebody else who is off camerawho might be
4  them. 4  interacting with you.
5 5 Does that make sense?
6 PAUL A. LEITNER-WISE, 6 A Itdoes. AndI'm using earphones. So
7  caled asawitness herein, having been first duly 7  there'sno sound coming from the computer.
8  sworn, was examined upon ora interrogatories, and 8 Q Great.
9 tedtified asfollows: 9 Isthere any other applications
10 10  open onyour computer other than the one that you're
11 EXAMINATION 11 using for thisvideo cal right now?
12 by Ms. Muse: 12 A Juste-malil. | can closethat if you
13 13 want.
14 Q And then there's a couple questions we 14 Q Yes. If you could please close your
15  ask of all witnesses. Areyou on any medication 15  email. Thank you.
16  today that would prevent you from giving untruthful, 16 A All right. Bear with me.
17 (sic), testimony today? 17 That's it.
18 A No, I'mnot. 18 Q Okay. And do you have a phone or iPad
19 Q Isthereanything else that would 19  or any other technology that's within your view at
20  prevent from testifying truthfully and accurately 20  the moment?
21  today? 21 A No. My phoneis separate -- over
22 A No, thereisn't. 22 there andit's muted. Soit's not going to
23 Q Okay. 23  interfere with us.
24 Asyou know, we're conducting 24 Q Wonderful. Okay. Soif during the
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Page 10 Page 12
1  deposition any of this changes, during a break you 1 Q Great. | will mark this document for
2 get your phone out or put it in front of you, you 2 therecord as Exhibit 1.
3 open an application on the computer, you need to let 3 Do you recognize the document
4 meknow and not do that because -- it's very 4 thatl just marked as Exhibit 1?
5 convenient for usto do this virtually, but we need 5 A  Yes | do.
6  tomake sure that there's no distractions and that 6 Q Andwhatisit?
7  theonly person you're communicating with during 7 A Itisthe expert witnessreport |
8  thisdeposition is me and the people who are on this 8  compiled for this case.
9 cdl withyou. 9 Q Okay. Did anyone help you write this
10 A Absolutely. 10  report?
11 Q Doesthat make sense? 11 A No. | wroteit.
12 A Absolutely. | don't want any 12 MR. BRADY: Objection to the extent it calls
13  distractions. 13  for communications with counsel.
14 Q Great. All right. 14 Y ou may answer.
15 And then do you have any 15 MS. MUSE: Q Did anyone help you write this
16  documentsin front of you at the moment? 16 report?
17 A No. 17 THE WITNESS: A No. | provided the report.
18 Q Okay. 18 | did communicate with the attorney involved to
19 A | have acoffee mug. 19  ensurethat it was concise and to the point.
20 Q That'simportant. 20 Q Andyou were asked by the plaintiffsto
21 A Absolutely. 21 preparethisreport, correct?
22 Q Allright. Sothe name of the lawsuit 22 A Thatiscorrect, yes.
23  that you're being deposed in today is Barnett versus 23 Q Okay. And I'm going to scroll through
24 Raoul, number 23 dash CV dash 209, pending in the 24 thisto page nine.
Page 11 Page 13
1 U.S District Court for the Southern District of 1 Isthis your signature on the
2 lllinois. 2 bottom of page nine?
3 There are three other cases that 3 A It'smy electronic signature. That is
4 have been consolidated with this case, Harrel versus 4 correct.
5  Raoul, number 23 dash CV 141; Langley versus Kelly, 5 Q Okay. Iseverything in this report
6 number 23 dash CV 192; and Federal Firearms 6 accurate?
7  Licensees of Illinois versus Pritzker, number 23 7 A Tothebest of my knowledge, it's
8  dash CV dash 215. 8  accurate.
9 Do you understand that the 9 Q Isthisreport complete?
10  deposition you are giving today may be used in al 10 A In..
11 four of those cases? 11 MR. BRADY: Objection. Objection. Vague as
12 A | donow, yes. 12 tocomplete.
13 Q Do you understand that the plaintiffs 13 MS. MUSE: Q Isthisthisreport complete?
14  inall four of those cases have identified you as an 14 THE WITNESS: A Asit stands, as|I'm sitting
15  expert? 15  here, yes, it'scomplete.
16 A  Yes. 16 Q Isthisreport afull summary of the
17 Q Okay. 17  opinionsthat you will providein this case?
18 All right. Let's get another 18 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague asto full
19  basic out of the way and make sure that you can see 19  summary.
20  documentswhen | share them. 20 MS. MUSE: You still need to answer the
21 I'm going to share a document 21 question.
22 frommy side. Do you see adocument on your screen? | 22 THE WITNESS: Yeah. | wasjust waiting for
23 A Yes, | do. It'sthe expert witness 23 youto.
24 report of Paul Leitner-Wise. 24 MS. MUSE: Thank you.
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Page 14 Page 16
1 THE WITNESS: -- To ask aquestion again. 1  mean Sean Brady, one of plaintiff's counsel ?
2 MS. MUSE: Okay. 2 A Thatiscorrect.
3 THE WITNESS: A Itisanoverview. | cango 3 Q Isthat the only individual paying you
4  intomoredetall if required. 4  for participating in this case?
5 MS. MUSE: Q Arethere opinionsthat you 5 A Asfaras..
6  intend to offer in this case that are not included 6 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. | didn't hear
7  inthisreport? 7  thequestion.
8 A Theopinions| offer are-- or the 8 MS. MUSE: Q IsMr. Brady the only
9  opinionsthat | offer require more detail. So the 9  individua paying you for participating in this
10  general -- the general -- I'm trying to use the 10 case?
11 correct word here. 11 MR. BRADY: Objection. Assume factsnotin
12 How the report is drafted is 12 evidence.
13 correct. There may be additional information to 13 MS. MUSE: Q Can you answer the question,
14 back up the conclusions. 14  Mr. Leitner-Wise.
15 Q Isthere other facts that you relied on 15 THEWITNESS: A | -- | don't know who is
16  that are not reflected in this report? 16 payingme. | don't think it's Mr. Brady. | think
17 A Onceagain, there are detailsthat | 17  it'stheplaintiffsviahislaw firm. That'sto the
18  have not specifically included. 18  best of my knowledge. So...
19 Q Isthereany datathat you relied on 19 Q Haveyou been paid by anyone for
20  that you did not include in this report? 20  participating in this case?
21 A  There'ssubstantial datathat's 21 A Notyet.
22 experience. Once again, that can be provided if 22 Q Do you have acontract to be paid by
23 required. 23 somebody for participating in this case?
24 Q Haveyou been retained to do any 24 A | have an agreement to be paid for my
Page 15 Page 17
1  further work inthislitigation after today? 1  expert witness opinion and for testifying.
2 A | don't understand the question. 2 Q Whoisthat agreement with?
3 Q Haveyou been asked to do any work on | 3 A It'swith Sean Brady's law firm, |
4 this case other than testify today after this date? 4 believe.
5 A | don't have the information to answer 5 Q Other than the agreement that you have
6  that question. | don't know if thisisgoing to 6  with Sean Brady's law firm, do you have an agreement
7  proceedtotrial. | don't know if I'm going to be 7  with anybody elseto be paid for participating in
8 involvedin proceeding to trial. 8  thiscase?
9 So asfar as|I'm aware, what I'm 9 A No, | donot.
10  doing today iswhat I'm doing. If it proceeds, 10 Q How much has Mr. Brady's law firm
11 that's up to the attorneys, the plaintiffs, the 11  agreed to pay you for participating in this case?
12 defendants. It's not my decision. 12 A I'm compensated at my standard rate of
13 Q Haveyou been asked to draft anything | 13 $180 per hour.
14  inaddition to thisreport? 14 Q Andwhere -- when else have you used
15 A No, | havenot. 15  that standard rate?
16 Q Okay. And who retained -- I'm going to | 16 A Indesign work we carry out for client
17  closethis. 17  companies.
18 A You're back. 18 Q Okay. Some of the plaintiffsin this
19 Q Sorry. Itwill makeit alittle easier 19  caseareorganizations. Areyou amember of any of
20 toseeme. 20  theorganizationsthat are plaintiffsin this case?
21 Who retained you to give an 21 A No, | amnot.
22 opinionin this case? 22 Q Doyou have any -- other than the
23 A Mr. Brady. 23 relationship we've discussed with Mr. Brady's law
24 Q Mr.Brady. And by Mr. Brady doyou |24  firm, do you have any other personal or financial
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Page 18 Page 20
1 relationship with the plaintiff in this case? 1 A | went to further education.
2 A | donot. 2 Q Okay. And what degrees did you obtain?
3 Q  Other than the agreement that you have 3 A | havea-- | havetwo degrees. | have
4 with Mr. Brady's law firm, do you have any other 4  adegreeinindustrial design and | have an M.B.A.
5  financial relationship with any plaintiff -- with 5 abusinessM.B.A.
6  any -- let meretract the question and start again. 6 So bachelor'sin industrial
7 Other than the agreement that you 7  design and abusiness M.B.A., both from the same
8  havewith Mr. Brady's law firm, do you have any 8  university.
9  other financia relationship with an attorney in 9 Q Andwhat university isthat?
10  thiscase? 10 A Stafford University in the United
11 A | do not have any financia 11  Kingdom.
12 relationships with any attorneys other than the law 12 Q Stafford.
13 firm. 13 A Yes
14 Q Okay. 14 Q - University?
15 A Mr. Brady'slaw firm. 15 A | did-- | actualy attended University
16 Q Other than the payment that you're 16  of Sussex for one semester and then transferred.
17  receiving for your report and testimony, doyouhave |17  That's nhow -- aswith alot of things, it's now
18  another financial interest in this case? 18  changedits name. It'sthe University of -- or
19 MR. BRADY: Objection -- 19  Brighton University, | believe.
20 THEWITNESS: A No, none -- 20 Q But both of your degrees are from
21 MR. BRADY: -- Tofinancia interest. 21 Stanford?
22 MS. MUSE: Could you please answer the 22 A Stafford. Not Stanford.
23 question. 23 Q Both degrees are from Stafford,
24 THE WITNESS: A None whatsoever. 24 St-af-f-o-r-d, University?
Page 19 Page 21
1 MS. MUSE: Q Okay. All right. 1 A Thatiscorrect.
2 And, Mr. Leitner-Wise, | think | 2 Q Okay. Whereis Stafford University
3  faledtolet you know in the beginning that wedo| 3  located?
4 takebreaks during depositions. So I'll tend to 4 A Staffordshire in the United Kingdom.
5 takethem every hour or so. Butif at somepoint | 5  It'sacounty in the United Kingdom.
6  you need one, please let me know I'll ask you to 6 Q Andisthat -- is Stafford University
7  sometimesto wait to finish the concurrent 7  dill called Stafford University today?
8  questioning that we're doing, but you should 8 A | donotknow. I'mnot -- | don't have
9  absolutely let me know if theresareasononyour | 9  that information. Obvioudly, | can find out.
10  end that comes up and you need to take one. 10 Q Atthe-- when -- in what year did you
11 A | understand. 11 receive your bachelor's degree from Stafford
12 Q Allright. Okay. Thenwe will start 12 University?
13 onyour background here. 13 A Probably 1986.
14 Did you graduate high school ? 14 | know it's on my resume, but
15 A Yes | did. 15 it's--it'salong time ago. '85, '86, something
16 Q Okay. And when was that? 16  likethat.
17 A | got to think now. 17 Q Soin 1985 or 1986 you received a
18 A long time ago. That would be 18  bachelor's degreein industrial design from Stafford
19 1978 19  University in the United Kingdom?
20 Q Okay. 20 A Correct.
21 A '78-- 21 Q And Stafford University islocated in
22 Q Allright. 22 Staffordsure?
23 A --'79, something like that. 23 A  Shire.
24 Q Didyou obtain any degrees? 24 Q Shire?
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Page 22 Page 24
1 A Yeah. It'sacounty. 1 Q Okay. Soin high school you studied
2 Q Isthere any relationship between 2 history, isthat correct?
3 Stafford University and Staffordshire University? 3 A History was part of the curriculum,
4 A It may bethesame. | don't know. 4 yeah, geography.
5 Q Soyou're not aware of the name of the 5 Q But after high school you didn't
6  University that you attended -- what it's nameis 6  receive higher education in history?
7  today? 7 A Notin-- not specificaly. Let'sput
8 A No. 8 itthat way. It wastangential.
9 Q Doyou have -- do you have a copy of 9 Q Didyour post-high school study include
10  your degreeor -- 10  engineering?
11 A  Yes | do. 11 A Aspart of theindustrial design
12 Q -- Ordiploma? 12 process, yes.
13 A Yes. 13 And aso at high school we were
14 Q Anddo you have accesstoit? 14  involved -- we had engineering study aswell. Sowe
15 A Notright now. | mean, | would have to 15  had metal work classes, engineering science. Quite
16  goandpull it out of files. 16  acomprehensive education.
17 Q Isthat something that you would be 17 Q Okay. Your bachelor's degree from
18  ableto provideto your counsel? 18  Stafford University, wasit in engineering?
19 A Yes, | would. 19 A No, it's-it'san M.B.A.
20 Q When you attended Stafford University 20 Q Your bachelor's degree -- let me ask
21  toreceive abachelor's degree what were your major 21  again.
22 areasof study? 22 A Oh, sorry. Yes.
23 A The-- | mean, it was-- I'd have to 23 Q Did -- your bachelor's degree from
24 pull thetranscripts, but it was basically business 24  Stafford University, wasit in engineering?
Page 23 Page 25
1  study. So-- | mean, weretalking quite atime 1 A Itwasinindustria design. That
2  ago. 2 encompasses engineering.
3 But | till have my transcripts 3 Q How doesit encompass engineering?
4 withmy diplomas. | can provide those. 4 A Becauseif -- so when you're designing
5 Q Didyour study include firearms? 5  products, which is essentially what industrial
6 A No. 6 designis--it'snot like graphic design -- you
7 Q Did your study while you were at 7  need to understand how a product can be
8  Stafford University to receiveyour M.B.A. include 8  manufactured. It's pointless designing something
9 firearms? 9 that can't be manufactured.
10 A No. 10 Technology at the time was
11 Q Didyour study during either of your 11 totally different. The technology today, we have
12 time-- either of your degrees from Stafford 12 thingslike 3-D printerstoday, laser scanners.
13 University include history? 13 Noneof that existed then.
14 A That'svery vague, but -- could you be | 14 So, yes, there was an
15  more specific. 15  understanding of how things are made.
16 Q Didyou study history when you were 16 Q Soyour bachelor's of sciencewasin
17  getting degrees from Stafford University? 17  industrial design from Stafford University?
18 A That'savery -- it'stoo broad. 18 A Um-hum.
19 The history of design -- we got 19 Q Haveyou ever practiced as an engineer
20  involved with the history of design; but history 20  in United Kingdom?
21 wasn't part of the course. It wasn't part of the 21 A Onceagain, that'savery broad
22 curriculum, in aperceived sense of history, like |22  question. Could you define "practiced as an
23 ancient Rome, you know, or stuff like that, no. 23 engineer".
24 That was part of my high school education. 24 Q Haveyou ever done anything in the
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Page 26 Page 28
1  United Kingdom that you would consider practicingas | 1  that you can disclose to me today?
2 anengineer? 2 A Define"disclose".
3 A | would say yes. 3 Names, addresses, stuff like
4 Q Andwhat credentials did you have to 4 that, no, | can't provide that information without
5  practice as an engineer in the United Kingdom? 5  confirming whether or not a nondisclosure agreement
6 A Purely my education and my experience. 6  dill exists.
7  That'sit. 7 But, yes, | have worked with
8 Q Wereyou achartered engineer in the 8  engineersin refining designs for production on
9  United Kingdom? 9  behalf of third-party companies. If that makes
10 A No, | wasn't. 10 sense.
11 Q Haveyou ever practiced as an engineer 11 Q Yeah, | think we'll come -- welll
12 inthe United States? 12 revisit thisissue because | would like to give you
13 A Aspart of what | do, engineering is 13 the opportunity to explain to me the basis of your
14  involved, yes. 14  quadlifications, and so I'll -- we'll come back to
15 Q Haveyou ever become licensed as an 15  thislater --
16  engineer in the United States? 16 A Okay.
17 A No, | have not. 17 Q -- When we're going through your
18 Q Haveyou taken a Fundamentals of 18  employment here.
19  Engineering written exam? 19 For now --
20 A No, | haven't. 20 MR. BRADY: Objection. Misstates testimony.
21 Q Havetaken aPrinciplesand Practicein 21 MS. MUSE: Q For now well turnto firearms
22 engineering written exam? 22  design. Did you study firearms design at any
23 A | havenot. 23 school?
24 Q Haveyou ever worked under the 24 THE WITNESS: A No.
Page 27 Page 29
1  supervision of aprofessional engineer? 1 Q Doyou have any certificationsin
2 A Yes, on numerous occasions. 2 firearmsdesign?
3 Q Okay. When wasthefirst time you 3 A No.
4 worked under the supervision of a professional 4 | don't believe any exist, but |
5  engineer? 5  might be wrong.
6 A | can't answer that question. 6 Q Haveyou ever manufactured afirearm?
7 Q Why can you not answer that question? 7 A  Yes
8 A Becauseit wasalong time ago. 8 Q When wasthefirst timeyou
9 Probably, at a guess, it would 9  manufactured afirearm?
10  havebeeninthe-- inlate 1998, 1999, then again 10 A That would have been in the United
11 inthe 2000s. 11  Kingdom, probably around 1991.
12 Q Andthefirst timein late 1998 and 12 Q Anddidyou havealicenseto
13 1999 what country were you in? 13 manufacture afirearm at that time?
14 A | wasinthe United States. 14 A Yes | did.
15 Q Do you recal the name of the 15 It's-- in the United Kingdom
16  professiona engineer you were supervised by? 16  it'scaled aregistered firearms dealer's license.
17 A Not off the top of my head. 17  Evenif yourenot adedler, if yourea
18 But as with most things, 18  manufacturer, you're required to have aregistered
19  confidentiality agreements exist. So before 19 firearmsdeder'slicense.
20  disclosing that information I'd have to check 20 Q Okay. Haveyou ever manufactured a
21 whether or not I'm covered by anondisclosure 21  firearmin the United States?
22 agreement. 22 A Yes, | have.
23 Q Doyou believe that you have ever 23 Q When wasthefirst timeyou
24 worked under the supervision of an engineerinaway |24  manufactured afirearm in the United States?
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Page 30 Page 32

1 A Sothat would probably be around 1999. 1 1999 until 2006, but you have not held an FFL

2 Butl needto clarify that, if you'll allow meto. 2 license &fter that time; isthat correct?

3 Q Pleasegoon. 3 A The-- there was a second FFL license

4 A Soatthetimel had afederal firearms 4  issued and that, | believe -- I'm trying to think --

5  license, manufacturer'slicense. | did not have my 5  Probably up until 2010, but it'salittle vague --

6  ownfacility for manufacturing. So it was 6  I'mjust alittle vague on that.

7  manufactured at a business partner's facility. 7 Q Yeah, no. I'msorry. | don't think --

8 Q So0in 1999 you had afederal firearms 8 | might not have heard exactly what you said.

9  license, which I think we might both refer to as FFL 9 Are you saying that the second
10  for short -- 10  FFL license you obtained was issued around 2010?
11 A Correct. 11 A No, 2010 -- that's when it ended.

12 Q --Inthisdeposition. 12 Q Andwhen did the second FFL license

13 So0in 1999 you had an FFL in the 13 begin?

14  United States and you manufactured a firearm but 14 A 2007, 2008 time frame.

15  using someone else's facility, isthat correct? 15 Q Andwhat type of license was this FFL

16 A That would be correct, yes. 16  licensethat you held from about 2007 to about 20107

17 Q Okay. When was the next time you 17 A Typeseven. | dont...

18  manufactured afirearm in the United States? 18 Q Didyou have specia occupational tax

19 A It was continuously from then. 19  status?

20 Q What do you mean by continuously? 20 A | knew you were going to ask that, and

21 A Sowecompleted thefirst design. We 21 | can't honestly without reviewing the -- reviewing

22 then-- by "we" I'm referring to myself and the 22 documentation.

23 partner company -- then created additional firearms, 23 Q TheFFL license that you held from

24 different firearms. 24 around 2007 to 2010, was that license in your name?
Page 31 Page 33

1 Q Whenwasyour FFL license issued? 1 A Itwasin the name of a company that |

2 A Sometimein -- between 1999 and -- in 2 wasan owner of.

3 the 1999, 2000 time frame, something like that. 3 Q Andwhat was the name of that company?

4 Maybe a bit before. | don't 4 A That was Leitner-Wise Defense.

5  recal. | don't have acopy of it anymore. 5 Q What wasyour title at Leitner-Wise

6 Q For how long did you hold your -- that 6  Defense during the period of time when...

7  FFL license? 7 A | believeit was chief technical

8 A Until 2006. 8  designer.

9 Q Andwhat type of FFL license was that? 9 Q Other than the two FFL licenses we just
10 A That was atype zero seven, type seven, 10  discussed, were there any other FFL license that
11 amanufacturer's -- manufacturer of destructive 11  you'veheld?

12 devices. Alsohad an SOT. Sowe pretty much could | 12 A No.

13 make anything. 13 Q Haveyou ever applied for an FFL

14 Q By SOT do you mean that you had a 14  license?

15  special occupational tax status? 15 A Obviously the two licenses | held, yes.
16 A Thatiscorrect. 16 Q You werethe applicant for both of the
17 Q And what was the -- was the FFL -- was 17  FFL licensesthat you applied for?

18  thefedera firearmslicensein your name? 18 A That is correct, yes.

19 A Itwasin the name of the company | 19 Q Allright.

20  owned -- or was co-owner at the time? 20 Okay. Do you hold alicenseto

21 A And what was that? 21 carry firearmstoday?

22 A Leitner-Wise Rifle Company. So my last 22 A No, | donot.

23 name, Leitner hyphen Wise, and then rifle company. 23 Q Haveyou ever held alicenseto carry
24 Q Okay. Soyouowned an FFL license from 24  firearmsin the United States?
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Page 34 Page 36
1 A No, | have not. 1 pending green card.
2 Could | ask aquestion? 2 Q Soyouinitially came to the United
3 Q That'smy job. 3  Stateson an nonimmigrant visa?
4 A | just wanted to clarify. 4 A Thatiscorrect.
5 Q Doyouhave-- nexttimel ask a 5 Q Andthen at some point you applied to
6  question-- 6  become apermanent resident?
7 A Sure 7 A Thatiscorrect.
8 Q -- If you have a question about my 8 Q Areyou apermanent resident today?
9  question that you don't understand, then let me 9 A Not yet.
10  know. 10 Q Areyou on anonimmigrant visatoday?
11 A Okay. 11 A It'sambiguous. I've got -- we have a
12 Q Sorry. 12 pending -- | forget the number, but it's a pending
13 So why have you never held a 13 green card application.
14  licenseto carry firearmsin the United States? 14 Q Whenyouinitially came hereon a
15 A Areyoureferringtoaconcealed carry |15 nonimmigrant visa do you remember what type of visa
16  license? 16 itisspecificaly?
17 Q I'masking about any license to carry 17 A ltwasanA-1.
18  firearmsin the United States. 18 Q AnA-1?
19 A Sotheonly license I'm aware of would | 19 A Sorry. AnL-1.
20 beaconcealed carry license, and | don't have one | 20 Q Okay. When you initially entered the
21 of those. 21 United States you came here on a L-1 nonimmigrant
22 Q Andwhy doyounot haveaconcealed |22  visa, correct?
23 carry license? 23 A Thatiscorrect, yes.
24 A Persondl.... 24 Q Andwhat year was that that you came to
Page 35 Page 37
1 MR. BRADY: Objection. Beyond the scope -- 1  theUnited States?
2 objection. Beyond the scope of what the witnessis 2 A 1990 -- 1999 -- 1999, 2000.
3 calledto testify about. 3 Prior to that | had been
4 MS. MUSE: Please answer the question. 4 utilizing -- because | wasn't here full time, a
5 THE WITNESS: A So personal choice would be 5  company in the United Kingdom sponsored my -- we
6  one. SecondoneisI'm not acitizen of the United 6  were opening -- the company in the United Kingdom
7  States. 7  wasopening an office in the United States.
8 While | have the -- I'm lawfully 8 Q What company sponsored your immigration
9  dlowed to possess firearms. I'm not sure that | 9  totheUnited States?
10  would qualify for aconcealed carry license. 10 A That was Leitner-Wise Rifle Company in
11 MS. MUSE: Q Assomeone who's hot acitizen 11 the UK. That was where the company was formed in
12 of the United States, why do you think you are able 12 1998.
13 tolawfully possess firearms? 13 Q Okay. Sowhenyou -- you came to the
14 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor 14  United Statesin 1999. A company in the UK called
15  speculation. Callsfor alegal conclusion. Beyond 15  Leitner-Wise Rifle Company --
16  the scope of what the withess was called to testify 16 A Limited, yeah.
17 about. 17 Q -- Sponsored...
18 MS. MUSE: You may answer. 18 A Leitner-Wise Rifle Company, Limited.
19 THE WITNESS: A Because I'm entitled to 19 Q Allright. I will start again.
20  under the Gun Control Act of 1968. 20 When you came to the United
21 MS. MUSE: Q What type of visaare you here 21 Statesin 1999 acompany in the United Kingdom named
22 inthe United States on? 22 Leitner-Wise Rifle Company, Limited sponsored an L-1
23 A | wasinitialy on an nonimmigrant 23 nonimmigrant visafor you to be able to come to the
24  visa. Thenwe applied -- applied for an 1-140, 24 United States and work here, isthat correct?
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Page 38 Page 40
1 A Thatiscorrect. 1  particular moment, without the aid of my immigration
2 MR. BRADY: Objection. Misstates testimony. 2 documents, yes.
3 MS. MUSE: Q And when did that initial L-1 3 Q And so sitting here today you have an
4 nonimmigrant visaexpire? 4 1-140?
5 THE WITNESS: A Probably 2007. 5 A | have an approved |-140, yes.
6 Q Anddid you obtain another visa after 6 Q Canyou explain what an [-140 is?
7  that expired? 7 A Anl-140...
8 A That'swhen | applied for an 1-140. 8 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor alega
9 Q Haveyou applied for any other 9  conclusion. Vague.
10  immigration status? 10 MS. MUSE: Please answer.
11 A Weél, wefiled for anational interest 11 THEWITNESS: A It's-- I'mnot an
12 waiver. 12 immigration attorney. But an 1-140 is necessary to
13 I'm not sure if you know what 13 alow the company sponsoring you to employ you and
14  thatis. You haveto meet aseries of requirements 14  toadjust your statusto that of a permanent
15  toensurethat your employment and your skills 15  resident.
16  warrant ashort cut of theimmigration processto -- 16 MS. MUSE: Q Isit your understanding that
17  becauseit'sin the national interest. 17  anl-140is sponsored by an employer?
18 Q Haveyou filed for any other 18 A Thatiscorrect.
19  immigration status other than the 1-140 or the 19 Q Okay. And what employer sponsored your
20  national interest waiver? 20  1-40?
21 A Soathough | met and exceeded the 21 A That...
22 criteriaand was considered an expert in my field, 22 Q Let mecorrect that. Sorry. What
23 thenational interest waiver was denied. 23 employer sponsored your |-140?
24 So the course of action when that 24 A Theemployer that sponsored the 1-140
Page 39 Page 41
1  happensistofilefor what's called a PERM, 1  would be Leitner-Wise Manufacturing, LLC. The --
2  P-E-R-M. Sothat'swhat wedid. By "we", I'm 2 subsequently the -- because the immigration -- USCIS
3 referring to myself and my attorneys. 3 didn't act on that within 180 days, it was able to
4 Q Other than the I-140, the national 4 be ported to another company; and that company is
5 interest waiver and the PERM, have you applied for 5 Letner-Wise, LLC.
6  any other immigration status since 20077 6 Q Sotoday isit your understanding that
7 A Not-- | don't believe so. 7  Leitner-Wise, LLC is sponsoring an 1-140 for you?
8 Q Haveany of your applicationsto 8 A We're--thisisavery complex issue
9  address your immigration status been granted? 9  whichwould be better answered by my immigration
10 A  Yes 10  attorney because we'rein a-- by "we" I'm referring
11 Q Which one? 11  tomyself and my wife -- arein a sort of gray area
12 A Sothel-140 was granted. 12 currently.
13 Q Andwhen did that happen? 13 It wasn't helped by COVID. We
14 A  Off thetop of my head | -- probably -- 14  actually sued the United States government in 2019.
15 | can'tsay. Sometime after 2012. 15 We received work authorization.
16 Q Wasit before 2020? 16  We started to move through the process of getting a
17 A  Yes 17  green card, and then COVID hit and everything
18 Q Wasit before 20172 18  groundedto ahalt again.
19 A I'mgoing to say probably -- it's very 19 So we have apending case in
20  difficult to remember -- 2016. 20  district -- aD.C. court and are awaiting a
21 Q Youbelieveyour 1-140 was granted in 21  determination on that.
22 approximately 2016? 22 Q Isthat case pending in the district
23 A | would -- to the best of my 23 courtfortheD.C....
24 recollection, while I'm -- you know, at this 24 A Yes, district court.
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Page 42 Page 44
1 Q Doyourecal what judge that case is 1  semi-automatic rifles.
2  assignedto? 2 Q What types of semi-automatic rifles do
3 A Not off the top of my head. 3 you have experience firing?
4 Once again, | can provide that 4 A Doyouwant metolist al of them or
5  information if required. 5  just say pretty much every semi-automatic rifle?
6 Q Sogoing back -- why did you come to 6 Q Why don't we start with an initial
7  theUnited States? 7  description, and we'll see how much further we need
8 A Because the opportunities with the 8  togo fromthere.
9  skill set | possess were much greater in the United 9 A Could you define "initial description",
10  Statesthat they werein the United Kingdom and 10 please
11 Europe. 11 Q Pleaselet me know what experience you
12 Q Andwhat skill setisthat? 12 havefiring semi-automatic rifles.
13 A My ability to design firearms and 13 A  Okay.
14  firearms components. 14 Q Inyour own words.
15 Q Okay. Other than the education you've 15 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor a
16  disclosed to me so far today, is there any other 16  narrative.
17 education that would help me understand why you're 17 Y ou may answer.
18  anexpertinfirearmsdesign? 18 THE WITNESS: A | don't any understand the
19 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. Callsfor 19  question. So could you clarify what...
20  speculation. 20 MS. MUSE: Q Do you have any experience
21 Y ou may answer. 21 firing semi-automatic rifles?
22 MS. MUSE: Please answer. 22 A  Yes.
23 THE WITNESS: Could you repesat the question. 23 Q What experience do you havefiring
24 MS. MUSE: Q Other than the education you've 24 semi-automatic rifles?
Page 43 Page 45
1  described for metoday, isthere any other education 1 A Firing semi-automatic rifles by default
2 that you've received that would help me understand 2 isexperiencing firing semi-automatic rifles.
3 why you believe you're an expert in firearms design? 3 Q How did you gain experience firing
4 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. Callsfor 4 semi-automatic rifles?
5  gpeculation. The witness can't know what counsel 5 A  So--I'msorry. I'mnot being
6  would understand. 6  obstructive here. It's-- you pick up a
7 MS. MUSE: Okay. 7  semi-automatic rifle and you fireit.
8 THE WITNESS: A Sol would like 8 Q Whendidyou first...
9  clarification. Areyou talking about formal 9 A Thatinand of itself is experience.
10  education? 10 Y ou were going to ask when |
11 MS. MUSE: Q | would like to know if you've 11 first -- when | first fired a semi-automatic rifle,
12 received any education that you believe makesyouan |12 | couldn't tell you. | wasinin my childhood.
13 expertin firearms design which you have not 13 I've subsequently fired
14  described for me today. 14  semi-automatic riflesin the Roya Marine Cadets.
15 A Inthat case, yes. Experience and 15  That would be the 762, NATO FAL it's known here or
16  observation. 16  thesef-loadingrifle, asit was known in the UK
17 Q Isthere any education from any school 17  forces, L1A1.
18  that you've received that you have not described yet 18 Conseguently, with the
19  today that... 19  legidation changesin the United Kingdom, we
20 A No, thereisnot. 20  developed -- | developed a 22-caliber -- so a
21 Q Okay. 21 Rimfire semi-automatic rifle which was and still is
22 Do you have any experience firing 22 asfar as|'m aware able to be legally owned there.
23 semi-automatic rifles? 23 When we opened the businessin
24 A | do have experiencefiring 24 the United States we started developing
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Page 46 Page 48
1  semi-automatic riflesin various calibers. 1 Y ou may answer.
2 Developing semi-automatic rifles has continued and 2 MS. MUSE: Okay. That'senough. If you
3 continues to the present day. 3 could please answer the question.
4 I've fired competitors rifles. 4 THEWITNESS: Yes, | can. No, | don't
5  I'vecompeted in competition. Pretty much every 5 believel've ever fired more than 60 roundsin a
6  semi-automatic firearm -- rifle available in the 6  minute from asemi-automatic rifle.
7  United States I've fired over the course of 25 7 MS. MUSE: Q Do you believe you've ever
8  years. 8  fired more than 60 rounds in a minute from any
9 Q Whendidyou first learn how to use a 9 firearm?
10  semi-automatic rifle? 10 A Fully automatic rifles, machine guns,
11 A That would be -- that would be in my 11 vyes.
12 childhood. 12 Q From which firearms do you believe
13 Q What'sthe fastest rate of fire you've 13 you'vefired more than 60 rounds a minute?
14 been able to achieve with a semi-automatic rifle? 14 A Theexact definitions of them, | would
15 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague asto fastest 15  say an M240, M 249, probably an M4, a fully automatic
16  rateof fire. It callsfor speculation. 16 M4 with one-mag change.
17 Y ou may answer if you know. 17 Y eah, those type of firearm. |
18 THE WITNESS: A Thank you. Yes. Rate of 18  mean, we can get in to the weeds on various -- |
19  fireisnot something that appliesto semi-automatic 19  mean FN2000, P90, fully automatic variance. Y eah,
20  rifles. It's-- it'saterm that doesn't apply to 20  aninfinite number of different firearmsthat I've
21 semi-automaticrifles. It hasno meaning. It's 21 beenableto-- but | will clarify that those are
22 like asking gas mileage of an electric vehicle. 22 fully automatic firearms, belt-fed firearms, RPKs,
23 MS. MUSE: Q Do you believe semi-automatic 23 dl the Soviet likee machine -- and heavy machine
24 riflesdo not have arate of fire? 24 guns.
Page 47 Page 49
1 A Inthe-- in my understanding of what 1 Q Areyou familiar with the term "bump
2 ismeant by rate of fire, they do not. 2 fireg"?
3 Q What do you understand rate of fire to 3 A  Yes
4  mean? 4 Q What does bump fire mean?
5 A | understand rate of fire to mean 5 A What isbump fire? Bump fire means --
6  purely fully automatic fire. That'sthe only 6 it'satechnique of speeding up the cyclic rate of a
7  measure of rate of fire. It doesn't apply to a 7  firearm, a semi-automatic firearm, by -- as|
8  semi-automatic rifle. 8  understand it -- and | have not actually engaged in
9 Q How many rounds have you been able to 9  bump firing myself.
10  firefrom asemi-automatic riflein aminute? 10 But as| understand it, it's by
11 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor 11 resting your finger against the trigger and pulling
12 speculation. Incomplete hypothetical. Vague asto 12 theweapon forward so that your finger is ableto
13 rateof fire. 13  reset thetrigger quicker than you can by normally
14 Y ou may answer. 14  sgueezing the trigger and allowing the trigger to
15 THE WITNESS: A Youwould have to define 15  reset and then squeezing it again.
16 what circumstances | wasfiring that riflein. Was 16 That's my understanding. I've
17 | firing it in acompetition where | needed to get a 17  not actually engaged in bump firing myself.
18  certain amount of rounds fired off in a certain 18 Q What do you mean by the cyclic rate of
19  amount of time. 19  asemi-automatic firearm?
20 MS. MUSE: Q Hasthere ever been atime 20 A Sowhat we're getting into s, for
21 whereyou believe you fired morethan 60 roundsina |21 every pull of thetrigger a-- the hammer moves
22 minute from a semi-automatic rifle? 22 forward. Strikesthefiring pin. Thefiring pin
23 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor 23  ignitesthe primer. The primer ignitesthe
24 speculation. Incomplete hypothetical. 24  cartilage. Thegunfires.
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Page 50 Page 52
1 The gun automatically -- I'm 1  doesn't work.
2 using theterm "automatically" not in the context of 2 With afully automatic rifle,
3 anautomatic firearm -- automatically ejectsthe 3 whenyou pull the trigger, the system is operating
4 spent case. Using spring pressure, the bolt moves 4 until you either run out of ammunition or release
5  forward, picks up anew round, and loadsit in the 5  thetrigger; and it will reach arate of fire that
6  chamber. And then you're ableto fire the weapon 6  canbemeasurable.
7  again. 7 So with military weapons -- we're
8 So what bump firing doesis 8  talking purely machine guns -- higher rates of fire
9 increase the cadence of fire. 9 aredesirable. Youget -- it'saterm caled cone
10 Q So, again, what isthe cyclic rate? 10  of denia which meansthat you're able to put down a
11 A | can't give you the cyclic rate of 11 lot of ammunition over a broad area at a high rate
12 bumpfiring. It'sinconsistent. 12 of fireto deny accessto that area.
13 Q Not -- I'm not asking now about bump 13 So from -- from amilitary
14  firing. But when you use the phrase "cyclic rate", 14  perspective, if you're advancing on an enemy, you
15  and you said the cyclic rate of a semi-automatic 15  want the enemy not in front of you. You don't -- so
16  rifle, what exactly were you referring to? 16  you're denying -- you're denying access. And
17 MR. BRADY: Objection. Misstates testimony. 17 similarly, if you're retreating, you're retreating
18 Y ou may answer. 18  under fire.
19 THE WITNESS: A Thank you. 19 So those are the applications for
20 | was referring purely to bump 20  whereyou would want to measure the rate of fire, to
21 firing. 21 get the highest rate of fire possible, with many
22 Bump firing isatotaly 22 other parameters for fully automatic weapons. It
23 different -- as| understand it, it's atotally 23 doesn't apply to semi-automatic weapons.
24  different way of utilizing the weapon. So your -- 24 Q Haveyou ever served in the military?
Page 51 Page 53
1 theweaponisfiring faster -- | don't to say -- 1 A | enlisted in the Royal Marines. | did
2 artificidly, let'sput it that way; but it'san 2 notserve.
3 inconsistent cyclic rate. 3 Q Isthere any other training that you've
4 Just like the cyclic rate of a 4 had on military weapons?
5  semi-automatic firearm used normally in the 5 A My..
6  conventiona way like anybody who has ever fired| 6 MR. BRADY: Objection. Objection. Vague as
7  one, one sgueeze of thetrigger, thereisnocyclic | 7 totraining, military weapons.
8 rate. It'svariable. It depends on the user 8 Y ou may answer.
9  operating the weapon. 9 THE WITNESS: Could you define "training",
10 Does that make sense? 10 please
11 MS. MUSE: Q Wall, you'rethe experts. Sol 11 MS. MUSE: Q Have you received anything that
12 might have to ask some questionsto really 12 youwould consider training regarding military
13  understand what you're saying here?? 13 weapons?
14 A Absolutely. Please. 14 THE WITNESS: A | don't.
15 Q Soareyou saying that thereisno -- 15 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague asto military
16  thereisnorate of fire of aweapon. Theresonly |16  weapons.
17  arateof fire of how a specific person uses a 17 THE WITNESS: May | ask if you're referring
18  weapon? 18  to machine guns or pistols or semi-automatic...
19 A No, I'm not saying that. 1'm saying 19 MS. MUSE: | would ask Mr. Brady to stop
20  inherently a semi-automatic rifledoesnot havea | 20  using the objections to coach the witness.
21  rateof fire. 21 MR. BRADY: I'm sorry. What -- what was the
22 | cannot -- in my experience and 22 objection?
23 with my knowledge, | cannot give you arate of fire23 MS. MUSE: | would ask you to refrain from
24 of asemi-automatic rifle. It's an analogy that 24 coaching the witness through your objections.
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Page 54 Page 56
1 MR. BRADY: Exactly how am | coaching the 1 MS. MUSE: Q What observations do you have
2 witness with my objections? 2 of the use of military weapons?
3 | made a vagueness objection as 3 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague asto
4 tomilitary weapons. | can't just let the term 4  observations of military weapons.
5  "military weapons' go asif it's some known 5 THE WITNESS: A My observations are not from
6  category. 6  conflict. My observations are from training. So
7 So I'm not coaching the witness 7  observing military training.
8 inany way, and | will continue to make vagueness 8 MS. MUSE: Q What military training have you
9  objectionsto vague questions. 9  observed?
10 Y ou may proceed. 10 A That's-- that's quite -- quite
11 MS. MUSE: | will continue to use the terms 11  extensive. Military training in the European
12 that the witness has used. 12 countries, in the former Soviet Union, in the United
13 MR. BRADY: Counsdl, just for the record, you 13 States, usually on military bases, ranges, on the
14  introduced the term "military weapons'. So... 14  water, in helicopters, vehicles, high-speed craft.
15 THE WITNESS: A Would you like me to answer?| 15 Quite extensive.
16 MS. MUSE: Q You canwait amoment. Thank 16 Q When'sthefirst time you remember
17 you. 17  observing a United States military training?
18 Okay. You testified earlier 18 A I'mgoing to say post 9/11. So 2000 --
19  about the applications of automatic firein a 19  late 2000 -- probably November 2001 and then
20  military context? 20  certainly the early part of 2002.
21 A Yes. 21 Q Wherewasthis military training?
22 Q What was that testimony based on? 22 A Itwasin Jacksonville and in North
23 A Personal experience, observation, 23 Carolina
24 gpending time with serving military, reading 24 Q Who did you observe training?
Page 55 Page 57
1  after-action reports, analyzing weapons failures 1 A United States Coast Guard.
2 from sometimes confidential, sometimes publicly 2 Q How wereyou able to observe the
3 available documentation, studying -- studying 3 military training?
4 military tactics. 4 A | waswith them.
5 All of that's necessary for an 5 Q Inwhat capacity were you with them?
6  understanding of something if you're -- if you're 6 A Asacontractor.
7  designing something for amilitary application as 7 Q Whowereyou contracting for?
8  opposed to acivilian application, you need to 8 A The United States Coast Guard.
9  understand the context of how that is being used. 9 Q What was the subject matter of your
10 Q What personal experience do you have 10  contract?
11 that that testimony is based on? 11 A Developing aweapon system for the
12 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague asto "that 12 United States Coast Guard in order for them to
13 testimony". 13 engage water-borne threats to the United States.
14 THE WITNESS: Should | answer? 14 Q What employer were you working for?
15 MS. MUSE: Yes. Thank you. 15 A That was Leitner-Wise Rifle Company.
16 THEWITNESS: A Observation, experiencein 16 Q What rifles did you witness being used
17  actually utilizing the weapons, military weapons, 17  during this military training?
18  including tanks, rocket launchers. 18 A A range of riflesthat the Coast
19 MS. MUSE: Q What observationsdoyouhave |19  Guard -- rifles, machine guns that the Coast Guard
20  of military weapons? 20  utilized, shotguns, in their -- the course of their
21 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague asto 21 activities, shal we say.
22 observations and military weapons. 22 Q Did you witness the use of anything in
23 THE WITNESS: Could you ask the question 23  the M16 family?
24 again, please. 24 A Specifically, at that time, no. Later,
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Page 58 Page 60
1 yes 1 involvedinthe development of semi-automatic rifles
2 MS. MUSE: Okay. | know we've been going a 2 and fully automatic submachine guns.
3 littleover an hour. Would you liketo take a 3 Q And does Leitner-Wise Rifle Company
4 break? 4  existtoday in the United Kingdom?
5 THE WITNESS: Only if you need to. I'm fine. 5 A No, it doesn't.
6 MS. MUSE: Anybody else -- let's just take a 6 Q Andwhendid it ceaseto exist?
7  short break. 7 A | don't--1 couldn't tell you that,
8 8  butsometime-- | -- | don't know. I'd speculate
9 (Discussion kept off the record.) 9  probably 2006, 2007, something like that.
10 (Short recess was taken.) 10 Q Wwidl, I'll --thank you. But for the
11 11 future you don't need to speculate. | want to know
12 MS. MUSE: Q All right. Soinyour report 12 what you know.
13 you said that you founded Leitner-Wise Rifle Company | 13 If sometimes you know an
14 in1998, isthat correct? 14  approximate year range, then that's fine to say; but
15 THE WITNESS: A That is correct, yes. 15  I'll never ask you to speculate if you don't know.
16 Q Okay. And when you founded 16  I'll ask for your best information, your best
17  Leitner-Wise Rifle Company in 1998 was that in the 17  recollection.
18 United Kingdom? 18 A Okay. So, yeah, | mean, sometimein
19 A That wasin the United Kingdom. It was 19  theearly 2000s would be my best guess.
20 mysdf and acouple of partners. 20 Q Soat some point you left Leitner-Wise
21 Q Andwho were the partners? 21  Rifle Company in the United Kingdom to come to the
22 A Therewere anumber. Richard Peter 22 United Statesto set up aU.S. subsidiary, isthat
23 West was one of them. 23 correct?
24 Martin Potter was another one. 24 A It's--well, it'salittle more -- |
Page 59 Page 61
1  Martinunfortunately died recently. 1 didn't leave the company. | -- | cameto the United
2 Brian Wadlow was a third one. 2  Statesto set up the subsidiary, that's correct; but
3 There were a number of other 3 I wastill employed by the parent company in the
4  partners. We had, | believe, 13 to 20 employees, 4 United Kingdom.
5  something like -- something like that. 5 Q lsee So--
6 Q And after founding the company what was 6 A Just clarifying.
7 yourroleinit? 7 Q --In--andl believeyou said this
8 A | wasactualy the -- | was actually a 8  earlier, but correct meif I'mwrong. But thiswas
9  director, aboard director. 9 in1999?
10 So inthe UK you don't have 10 A  Yes
11 thingslike presidents or vice presidents or that 11 Q Okay. Soin 1999 you were till
12 sort of category within alimited -- within a 12 employed by Leitner-Wise Rifle Company in the United
13 limited company. 13 Kingdom, but you moved to the United States to set
14 So | was adirector, and | was 14  upaU.S subsidiary for that --
15  responsible for the design and technical innovations 15 A Thatis--
16  the company was going to engagein. 16 Q -- Company, isthat correct?
17 Q Andwhat services or products did that 17 A Thatiscorrect, yes.
18  company sell? 18 Q Andwhat was the name of the U.S.
19 A Asl said, weinitially developed a 19  subsidiary?
20  22-caliber Rimfirerifle. We also -- the company 20 A Samename, Leitner-Wise Rifle Company,
21  wasasoinvolved in the manufacture of bolt-action 21 Incorporated -- Inc. -- or Leitner -- actualy,
22 rifles. So magazinefit, bolt-action, single-shot 22  Leitner-Wise Rifle Co., not company, Co., period,
23 rifles, not semi-automatic rifles. 23 Inc.
24 But we also -- we also were 24 Q Andwhat wasyour job title at
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Page 62 Page 64
1 Leitner-Wise Rifle Company in the United States? 1 | find very easy to do.
2 A Tobehonest, | don't recall. | think 2 So it'sjust asimple case of
3 I waslike--initially | was president. 3 coming up with aconcept, developing that concept
4 Q Didanyoneelse set uptheU.S. 4 through design and engineering processes, developing
5  subsidiary with you? 5  prototypes and then testing, testing, testing,
6 A No, not -- not initialy. It waskind 6  testing.
7  of meon my own, and then we -- we brought in other 7 So that's -- that's what | did on
8  employeesas required, some from the United Kingdom, | 8  aday-to-day basis, and firing lots and lots and
9 themgjority, obviously, U.S. citizens. 9 lotsof ammunition.
10 Q Initialy in 1999 who managed the U.S. 10 Q When did you end your employment with
11 subsidiary Leitner-Wise Rifle Company? 11  Leitner-Wise Rifle Company?
12 A 1did. 12 A | believeit was, to the best of my
13 Q And at that time how many employees did 13 recollection, October 2006.
14  you have? 14 Q Andwhy did you leave?
15 A Therewasmeinitialy. 15 A Fundamental disagreement over the
16 Q Andfor how long did you work at 16  direction the company was taking, the -- the owners
17  Leitner-Wise Rifle Company in the United States? 17  of the company -- the Native Alaskan Corporation
18 A Until 2006, |ate 2006. 18  wanted to divest interest init. It -- the
19 Q Sofrom 1999 to 2006 did your job title 19  management that they had installed did not have the
20 change? 20  company's best interests at heart.
21 A Yes. | ended up as, you know, senior 21 Q Okay. Wereyou terminated from your
22 designer. 22 employment?
23 Q Do you recdl when you made the 23 A Yes | was
24 transition from president to senior designer? 24 Q Andwhy were you terminated?
Page 63 Page 65
1 A That -- it's never smple when you're 1 A | don't actualy -- | don't actually
2 trying to answer it thisway. 2 know the reason why other than there were conflicts
3 There are -- certain changes 3 with personalities within the the company.
4 happened in the company because of U.S. government 4 Q Didyour termination involve any
5  contracts we received, and that required a different 5  accusationsthat you had engaged in dishonesty?
6  ownership structure. 6 A No, it didn't -- the -- one of the
7 So I'm best as adesigner, and 7  accusationswasthat | had a social media post
8 that wastherolel took when | |eft the -- we were 8  persona. However, under the -- under my contract,
9  actualy acquired by alarger company, Native 9  any -- essentidly it came down to breach of
10  Alaskan Corporation. So they installed 10  contract on the company's part.
11  management -- people to handle certain aspects of 11 Q Didyour termination involve any
12 management, like kind of professionlized us a bit, 12 accusationsthat you had engaged in embezzlement?
13 you know. 13 A No, it didn't. That came afterwards
14 Q What were your day-to-day duties as 14 when | -- when the company realized that they had to
15  senior designer? 15  pay alot of money to get rid of me under theterms
16 A Thinking, coming up with idess, 16  of my contract.
17  scribbling on bits of paper and saying what do you 17 After we signed our termination
18  think of this, drinking lots of coffee, trying to 18  agreement the then president of the company, | would
19  stay out of trouble, try not to scare people with 19  believewas hisrole, breached the terms of the
20  crazy budget requirements. 20  termination agreement. Filed afraudulent warrant,
21 But, essentialy, I'm -- you 21 perjured himself in order to try and have me removed
22 know, I'm being alittle light-hearted there. 22 from the company -- or removed from the country and
23 Essentialy designer. That was my function, and 23 avoid theliabilities that the company had incurred
24 it'ssomething | do exceptionally well and something 24 indismissing me.
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Page 66 Page 68
1 Q Okay. Sothat wasalot. Let me make 1 Leitner-Wisethe-- | believe he wasthe CCE. I'm
2 surel got this. 2 going to use that term.
3 So Leitner-Wise Rifle Company 3 He attempted to use the United
4 accused you of embezzlement after you were 4  States Immigration Service, specifically ICE, to
5  terminated, isthat correct? 5  deport meto prevent me from engaging in alegal
6 A . 6  battle to enforce the terms of my contract.
7 MR. BRADY: Objection. Misstates testimony. 7 Q Did Leitner-Wise Rifle Company attempt
8 Y ou may answer. 8  to haveyou removed from the United States?
9 THEWITNESS: A Well, it'snot assimple as 9 A | believel just answered that.
10  that. 10 Q Okay. I'm going to show you a document
11 Yes, it occurred after | was 11 here in amoment.
12 terminated. It occurred after we signed a 12 Do you see a document on your
13  termination agreement, and | was accused of cashing 13  screenthat says...
14  my last paycheck. The charges were dropped three 14 A Yes | do.
15  dayslater. 15 Q Great. I'mgoing to mark thisas
16 MS. MUSE: Q Okay. Does--did Leitner-Wise |16  Exhibit 2 for the record.
17  Rifle Company accuse you of embezzlement? 17 Do you recognize this document?
18 A No. 18 A No, not off the top of my head.
19 Q No? 19 Q I'mgoingto goto thefina page of
20 A No. 20 this. Do you recognize the signature on page ten -
21 Q Did Leitner-Wise Rifle Company have you 21 A Yes,
22 arrested? 22 Q -- Of Exhibit 2?
23 A I'mgoing to need to clarify. 23 A That ismy signature, yes.
24 L eitner-Wise Rifle Company did 24 Q Sothat's your signature on page ten of
Page 67 Page 69
1 notexist at that time. It transitioned to an 1 what'sjust now been marked as Exhibit 2.
2 entity called Leitner-Wise Acquisition Groupand | 2 A  Yes
3  the-- as| mentioned, the acting president of that | 3 Q I'mgoing to scroll back to the
4  company filed a complaint that accused me of 4 beginning and give you a moment to look at the first
5  embezzlement. 5  pageto seeif you recall this document.
6 Q Okay. Did Leitner-Wise Rifle Company| 6 A It'san appeal.
7  haveyou arrested? 7 Q Isthisabrief in an appeal ina
8 A No. Leitner-Wise -- the president of 8  bankruptcy court proceeding you were involved in?
9  the-- of Leitner-Wise Acquisition Group fileda | 9 A  Yes
10  complaint, awarrant. A magistrate signed off on | 10 MR. BRADY: Objection. Objection. Callsfor
11 that, and | was arrested. 11  alegal conclusion.
12 Q And what were the charges you were 12 THE WITNESS: Sorry.
13 arrested for? 13 MS. MUSE: Q Did you draft this brief?
14 A | wasaccused of embezzlement. 14 THEWITNESS: A | -- | haven't seen thisfor
15 Q And what authority arrested you? 15  alongtime. | -- 1 don'trecdl. I'd haveto read
16 A Alexandria Police Department. 16  itindetail.
17 Q Didthose charges ever result in a 17 Q Yeah. | can-- 1 will -- I'll allow
18  conviction? 18  youtotakealook at it.
19 A No. They were dropped three days later | 19 A Couldyou...
20  becauseit was patently false. The entire testimony 20 Q I'll goto the next page here.
21 wasperjurous. 21 A Could you go to the next one.
22 Q Did Leitner-Wise Rifle Company attempt 22 Could you scroll down.
23 tohaveyou deported? 23 Okay. Scroll down. Yep.
24 A Leitner-Wise Rifle Company did not. 24 Okay. Could -- sorry.
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1 Q Oh, sorry. 1 A It wasn't August 2006.
2 A  Yeah. Yes. Yeah, I'm-- I'm familiar 2 Q Oh, | apologize. When were you
3 with the document. 3 arestedin 20067
4 Q Okay. Canyou tell mewhat this 4 A December.
5  documentis? 5 Q When you were arrested in December 2006
6 A Wdll,itrelatesto -- it's-- oniits 6  wereyou charged with obtaining money by false
7  face, it'san appea against the dismissal of a 7  pretense?
8  bankruptcy proceeding. 8 A L.
9 Q Anddid you create this document? 9 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor alega
10 A It bearsmy signature. | would be -- | 10  conclusion.
11  did have assistance in creating the document. 11 MS. MUSE: Please answer.
12 Q Iseverything in this document true? 12 THE WITNESS: A | don't know.
13 A Tothe best of my knowledge and 13 MS. MUSE: Q Before your December 2006
14  recollection, yes. 14  arrest had you ever been arrested before?
15 Q Andwhat bankruptcy -- do you see at 15 A No.
16  thetop of this Exhibit 2 it says, inre:, Paul 16 Q Haveyou been arrested since then?
17 Andrew Leitner-Wise. Do you seewherel'mreading? | 17 A Once
18 A Yes | do. 18 Q Andwhat were you arrested for?
19 Q Areyou Paul Andrew Leitner-Wise? 19 A Failureto attend court.
20 A Yes |lam. 20 Q Andwhen wasthat arrest?
21 Q Wasthisdocument filed in your 21 A 2017, 2018, something like that.
22 bankruptcy proceeding? 22 Q What court hearing were you charged
23 A | would imagine so. 23 withfailing to attend?
24 Q Haveyou ever filed for bankruptcy? 24 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague.
Page 71 Page 73
1 A Yes, | have. 1 MS. MUSE: Please go ahead.
2 Q How many times have you filed for 2 THEWITNESS: A A matter in Henrico Court in
3 bankruptcy? 3 Virginia
4 A | think we filed three times in point 4 MS. MUSE: Q What was the nature of the
5  of fact. 5  court proceeding in Henrico Court?
6 Q Whenwasthefirst timeyou remember | 6 A It wasacontract dispute.
7  filing for bankruptcy? 7 Q Who werethe partiesin that claim?
8 A | -- 1 couldn't begin to tell you that. 8 A Beam and Leitner-Wise Manufacturing.
9 Q Do you remember the last timeyou filed| 9 Q Beam,B-e-am?
10  for bankruptcy? 10 A Correct.
11 A | couldn't give you adate, but 11 Q And Leitner-Wise Manufacturing?
12 probably around 2016, 2017. 12 A LLC,yes
13 Q Areyou currently in bankruptcy 13 Q Wereyou anamed party in that lawsuit?
14  proceedings? 14 A lwas.
15 A No. 15 Q Wereyou aplaintiff or defendant?
16 Q Why did you file for bankruptcy three | 16 A A defendant.
17  times? 17 Q What were the allegations of that
18 A First two times, poor advice. Third 18 lawsuit?
19  time, in an effort to consolidate the debt and 19 A It wasacontract dispute.
20  retain possession of our home and seek to start 20 Q Doyourecal -
21 afresh, which is generally what people do with 21 A | was--I'msorry.
22 bankruptcy. 22 Q Do you recall anything further about
23 Q Whenyou were arrested in August 23 thecontract alegations of the lawsuit?
24 2006... 24 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. Callsfor a
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Page 74 Page 76
1 narative 1 Let me correct that. | had
2 MS. MUSE: Please go ahead. 2 actudly filed for bankruptcy prior to the judgment.
3 THE WITNESS: A There were allegations 3 Q Haveyoufiled for bankruptcy since
4 relating to the owners of the company. | was not an 4 thisjudgment has been issued against you?
5  owner of the company. | was aconsultant to the 5 A | --1think -- to the best of my
6  company. 6  knowledge, | think that the bankruptcy that was
7 It was avery strange affair. 7  filed prior to that judgment was the last one that |
8 MS. MUSE: Q Wereyou accused in that 8 filedtothe best of my knowledge.
9  lawsuit of making defamatory statements? 9 Q After you left Leitner-Wise Rifle
10 A No, not to my knowledge. 10  Company in October 2006 when did you next find
11 Q I'mgoing to show you a document. 11 employment?
12 Can you see a document on your 12 A That'sgoing to be -- that's going to
13 screen? 13 be-- whendid | next find employment? That's going
14 A Yes 14 tobein 2020.
15 Q And!I'll mark it for the record as 15 Q Andwhat was the name of the -- who
16  Exhibit 3. Do you recognize this document? 16  began to employ you in 2020?
17 A No. Never seen it before. 17 A That was Leitner-Wise, LLC.
18 Q Areyou aware of any news articles that 18 There was a brief spell during
19 were written about the litigation in Henrico 19 2011, 2012, if | recall.
20  Court-- 20 Q [I'msorry. | didn't follow that.
21 A Nol'mnot. 21 Therewasabrief spell in 2011, 2012 that what?
22 Q -- Between -- okay. 22 A Yes-- yeah, where | was authorized to
23 What was the outcome of the 23 actualy earn aliving in the United States. So
24 lawsuit between -- that involved Beam, Leitner-Wise 24 employment authorization.
Page 75 Page 77
1  Manufacturing and yourself? 1 Q Okay. Solet'sgo back because | think
2 A Therewasajudgment entered for Beam.| 2  maybe you're answering different questions than |
3 Q Asadefendant, wasit entered against 3 had thought | was asking.
4  you? 4 So when you left Leitner-Wise
5 A Yes 5  Rifle Company in 2006 you next found employment in
6 Q Andwhat -- 6 2020 with Leitner-Wise, LLC, isthat correct?
7 A And--I'msorry. 7 A Yes, but then | recalled because
8 Q Andwhat was that judgment that was 8  this-- you're getting my brain working now -- that
9  entered against you? 9 | also had employment authorization in the 2011,
10 A Judgment damages. | don't recall the 10 2012 period.
11 exactfigure. 11 Q Soin 2011 and 2012 you were authorized
12 Q Doyou recal the approximate amount of 12 to work?
13 damages? 13 A Yes
14 A Oh, substantial, in the -- in the 14 Q Didyou, infact, work?
15  millions. 15 A Yes
16 Q Haveyou paid that judgment? 16 Q Wheredid you work in 2011 and 2012?
17 A No. 17 A I'mgoing to say that was Leitner-Wise
18 Q What'sthe status of that judgment 18  Defense.
19 today? 19 Q And what was your work authorization
20 A | havenoidea 20 based on?
21 Q Didthisjudgment - I'll withdraw that. 21 A The--thel-140.
22 Was this judgment against you one | 22 Q What did Leitner...
23 reason why you filed for bankruptcy? 23 A | --sorry. ..
24 A One of thereasons, yes. 24 Q If youwant to amend the I-140 answer,
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Page 78 Page 80

1  pleasego ahead. 1 Q Isee. Soin 2012 you stopped working

2 A | can't be specific because | don't 2 for Leitner-Wise Defense, isthat correct?

3 havetheimmigration file to hand, which is quite 3 A Thatiscorrect.

4  extensive. 4 Q Andin 2012 Leitner-Wise Defense also

5 Q What isLeitner-Wise Defense? 5  withdrew from doing business in the United States,

6 A Wedl, it doesn't exist anymore; but at 6 isthat correct?

7  thetimeit was acompany owned by a company based 7 A Asbestasl recal. | mean, | can't

8 inthe United Kingdom. 8  giveyou adefinitive answer.

9 Q Soin 2012 you were authorized to work 9 Q Okay. So after 2012 you -- you did not
10  inthe United States and you worked for Leitner-Wise | 10 find employment again until 2020, isthat correct?
11  Defense which is company based in the United 11 A | wasnot authorized to -- | was not
12 Kingdom? 12 authorized for employment in the United States.
13 A No. It wasowned by acompany based in 13  That's-- that's the correct definition.

14 the United Kingdom. 14 Q Didyouinfact work in the United
15 Q |see. Andwhat isLeitner-Wise 15  States between 2012 and 20207
16  Defense? 16 MR. BRADY: Objection.
17 A Itisn't anything. It doesn't exist. 17 MS. MUSE: You may answer.
18 Q What was Leitner-Wise Defense in 2011 18 THE WITNESS: A Please define "work".
19  to 2012 when you worked there? 19 MS. MUSE: Q Can you repeat that again. |
20 A Wedl, actudly | believe-- | believe 20  didn't-- | didn't hear you.
21 it startedin 20 -- 2008, and it was essentially a 21 A Please define "work".
22 design -- firearms design company and a company that | 22 Q Pleased?
23 wasset up to distribute products manufactured in 23 A No. Please. Would you please define
24 the United Kingdom by the parent company. 24 "work".
Page 79 Page 81

1 Q What wasyour role at Leitner-Wise 1 Q Oh, would | please define "work"?

2  Defense? 2 A  Yes.

3 A Designer. 3 Q I'msorry. | redly didn't hear that.

4 Q Wherewas Leitner-Wise Defense located? 4 A My apologies.

5 A Inthe United States. Alexandria, 5 Q Okay. Did -- between 2012 and 2020

6  Virginia 6  wereyou paid to perform services by anybody?

7 Q What wasyour job title? 7 A No.

8 A | believe designer. 8 Q Didyou -- between 2012 and 2020

9 Q Do you know whether Leitner-Wise 9  otherwise engage in work experience that you think
10  Defense wasregistered to do businessin Virginia? 10  isrelevant to the opinion you're offering in this
11 A Yes, itwas. 11 case today?

12 Q Andwhy did you stop working for 12 A Sol would say -- I'm going to be

13 Leitner-Wise Defense after 2012? 13 careful using the term "work".

14 A Theowner of the company became 14 I work all thetime. | don't get

15  frustrated at the delays of the immigration process 15  padforit. | constantly design continualy.

16  and at that point did not wish to proceed. 16 Q So between 2012 and 2020 did you engage
17 Q Toclarify, the owner became frustrated 17  inany paid labor that's relevant to the opinion

18  inthedelay with theimmigration process related to 18  that you're offering in this case?

19  you and didn't want to proceed with your employment, | 19 A No.

20  isthat correct? 20 MR. BRADY: Objection. Asked and answered.
21 A  Correct, didn't want to proceed with 21 MS. MUSE: Please answer.

22 theactivities -- the business activitiesin the 22 THE WITNESS: A No.

23 United States so withdrew from the United States 23 MS. MUSE: Q Okay. Soin 2020 you began
24 market. 24 working for Leitner-Wise, LLC, isthat correct?
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Page 82 Page 84
1 A Thatiscorrect. 1  components?
2 Q Andwhereisthat located? 2 A  Yes
3 A That waslocated, actudly, initially 3 Q DoesLeitner-Wise, LLC sl firearm
4 inlllinois. 4 atachments?
5 Q Wherein lllinois? 5 A Define "attachments'.
6 A Aurora 6 Q Do you consider any of the products of
7 Q Didyoulivein lllinois during your 7  Leitner-Wise, LLC to be something that you could
8  period of employment at Leitner-Wise, LLC? 8 attachtoafirearm?
9 A No, | did not. 9 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague.
10 | visited it frequently, but | 10 THEWITNESS: A I'm having to think now.
11 did not live -- | did not retain aresidence there. 11 Most of the components are
12 Let'sput it that way. 12 internal components. I'm trying to think if
13 Q Was--did Leitner-Wise, LLC operatein| 13 anything attaches to the outside, and | don't
14 other jurisdictions other than Illinoisin 2020? 14 believeit does, but | could be -- | could be.
15 A  Wehave... 15 MS. MUSE: Q Isthere any relationship
16 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. 16  between the products sold by Leitner-Wise, LLC and
17 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. | didn't hear that.| 17 the products sold by L eitner-Wise Rifle Company?
18 MR. BRADY: Oh, | just said, objection, 18 A No.
19  vague. 19 Q Who manages Leitner-Wise, LLC?
20 THEWITNESS: A Okay. 20 A The-- one of the owners of HST Group.
21 We had a satellite officein 21 Q What'sthat person's name?
22 Washington, D.C. 22 A First name Sam, Samuel, second name --
23 MS. MUSE: Q Was Leitner-Wise, LLC 23 last name Hwang, H-w-a-n-g.
24 registered to do businessin Illinois? 24 Q Does Leitner-Wise, LLC have employees
Page 83 Page 85
1 A Yes. 1  other than you and Samuel Hwang?
2 Q WasLeitner-Wise, LLC registered to do 2 A Yeah. Lathal, L-at-h-al, last name
3  businessinD.C.? 3 Wise W-i-se
4 A ltwas-- soif | can step back 4 Q Today whereisthe primary place of
5  dlightly and explain this. 5  businessfor Leitner-Wise, LLC?
6 It was a Texas company initially. 6 A That would bein -- it's either going
7  The company dissolved in Texas simultaneously with 7 tobeinAuroraorit'sgoingto bein Caifornia,
8 ittransferring to D.C. and becomingaD.C. LLC. 8  but I'm never visited the Californialocation.
9 And then, as | understand it, it 9 So | can't -- | can't give any
10  wasauthorized to do businessin lllinois. It wasa 10  direct testimony on that.
11  subsidiary of acompany called HST Group. 11 Q Arethereany officesfor Leitner-Wise,
12 Q Anddidyou found Leitner-Wise, LLC? 12 LLC other than in Illinois or California?
13 A No. 13 A No.
14 Q What wasyour rolein Leitner-Wise, 14 Q Today isLeitner-Wise, LLC registered
15 LLC? 15  todobusinessin lllinois?
16 A Senior designer. 16 A | don't have that information. You'd
17 Q What were your day-to-day duties as 17  haveto address that with the owners of the company.
18  senior designer? 18 Q Do you know whether Leitner-Wise, LLC
19 A Designing products. 19  isregistered to do businessin any U.S. state?
20 Q DidLeitner-Wise, LLC sell firearms? 20 A | donot off the top of my head.
21 A HST Group did. 21 Q Other than you, Samuel Hwang and Lathal
22 Q DidLeitner-Wise, LLC sell firearms? 22 Wise, who else works for Leitner-Wise, LLC?
23 A No. 23 A Asof today, sitting here, | don't
24 Q DoesLeitner-Wise, LLC sell firearms 24 believe anybody else; but the -- the ownership

22 (Pages 82 - 85)

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



Case 3:23-cv-00209-SPM Document 232-2 Filed 09/13/24 Page 23 of 107 Page ID #14072

Page 86 Page 88
1  structure of HST issuch that | believe they have 1 last asked that question.
2 employeesthat work for different entities at 2 Q Oh,lsee
3  different times. 3 Okay. Well, we're getting close
4 But | can't give you any 4  towhat would belike alunch timetoo. Solet me
5  definition on that. It's not my involvement. 5  seeif there'sanything else | can do so that we can
6 Q Doyou haveany rolein creating 6  havealunch break.
7  content for Leitner-Wise dot com? 7 Give me one moment. Thank you.
8 A |did. 8 All right. Do you think you're
9 Q When did -- and especidly for the 9  comfortable going for another half hour and having a
10  court reporter, | want to make sure I'm identifying 10  longer lunch bresk or would you like to take a
11 theURL correctly. When | say Leitner-Wisedot com, | 11  break -- shorter break now...
12 I'm speaking of L-e-i-t-n-e-r, hyphen, Wise, 12
13 W-i-s-g, dot com. 13 (Discussion kept off the record.)
14 So when did you have arolein 14
15  creating content for Leitner-Wise dot com? 15 MS. MUSE: Q All right.
16 A Whenit wasinitialy -- when the 16 Okay. Other than the litigation
17  websiteinitially went up, the latest iteration of 17  that we've discussed so far today, are there other
18 thewebsite. 18  casesthat you've been a party to?
19 Q When did the websiteinitially go up? 19 A Could you be more specific on cases?
20 A | couldn't tell you. 20 Q Wadl, we can start with criminal.
21 Q Didyou... 21 Other than thelitigation that we discussed so far
22 A The Leitner-Wise website has been in 22 today, arethere other criminal cases where you have
23  existencesince-- since -- | don't know -- 1999, 23 beenaparty?
24 perhaps, 1998. The current iteration probably dates 24 A No.
Page 87 Page 89
1  from 2018 maybe, 2018, something like that. 1 Q Other than the cases you've discussed
2 Q Who controlswhat is put on 2  sofartoday, arethere civil proceedings where you
3  Leitner-Wise dot com? 3 havebeen aparty?
4 A Who do you mean -- who controls... 4 A Tothebest of my knowledge, no.
5 Q WhoinLeitner-Wise, LLC decideswhat| 5 Q Do you understand what it meansto be a
6  contentis put on Leitner-Wise dot com? 6 patyinlitigation?
7 A That will be Sam. 7 A  Yes
8 Q Do you ever review Leitner-Wise dot 8 Q Haveyou ever been accused in acivil
9 com? 9  proceeding of making misrepresentations about your
10 A | review for accuracy what is put up, 10  business?
11 yes 11 A | -1 couldn't answer that question.
12 Q Whenwasthelast timeyou believeyou | 12 Q Why can't you answer that question?
13  looked at Leitner-Wise dot com? 13 A | -1-1don'tknow. Youdhaveto
14 A | couldn't say. 14 bemore specific.
15 Q Do you believe you looked at 15 People make alot of accusations.
16  Leitner-Wise dot com in the past week? 16 Youknow, it'sthe genera -- the general way the
17 A No, | haven't. 17  legal system works.
18 Q Areyou awarethat animage of youis | 18 Q Hasalega complaint been filed
19  used on Leitner-Wise dot com? 19  against youin acivil proceeding in which a
20 A Yes, | an. It'smy last name. 20  plaintiff accused you of making misrepresentations
21 Q | know it's been -- hasit been an 21 about your business?
22 hour -- maybe not afull hour yet. |severyone okay22 A | don't know.
23 tokeep going? 23 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor alegal
24 A We're two minutes short of when you 24 conclusion.
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Page 90 Page 92
1 MS. MUSE: Q You don't know. Okay. 1  royalties?
2 I'm going to share my screen with 2 A | havenoidea
3 you. Do you see adocument on your screen? 3 Q Do you recal whether Mr. Mueller
4 A Oh, yes, thisone, yes. 4 accused you of having fraudulent Twitter followers?
5 Q I'mgoing to mark this document as 5 A | havenoidea.
6  Exhibit 4 for therecord. What isthis document? | 6 Q Okay. Wereany of the accusations Mr.
7 A Wedl, it'sacivil complaint -- so 7  Mueller made against you in the Eastern District of
8  thank you for reminding me of that -- by aformer | 8  Wisconsin true?
9  partner of -- not of mine, but of the Leitner-Wise | 9 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague.
10  Manufacturing. 10 THEWITNESS: A From what | recall of the
11 Q Whois Stephen Mark Mueller? 11  case, it was, like most of Mr. Mueller'slife,
12 A Hesavery interesting character. 12 fantasy.
13 Q Okay. Doyou have any relationshipto | 13 He claimed to have 43 CNC
14  Mr. Mueller? 14  machines. He actualy -- actually, he wrote that in
15 A Nonewhatsoever. 15  adocument that wasfiled as part my immigration
16 Q Do youknow Mr. Mueller? 16  case. Inpoint of fact, he worked in a basement and
17 A | have met him personally, yes. 17  had no machines; and at the time of this strange
18 Q Wereyou adefendant in alawsuit filed | 18  filing he was actually being sued by multiple
19 by Mr. Mueller? 19  companies for fraud.
20 A  Yes 20 MS. MUSE: Q So sitting here today do you
21 Q Did Mr. Mueller accuse you of making a| 21 recall whether he made accusations that were trug?
22 seriesof misrepresentations? 22 A Hemade no accusations that were true.
23 A Mr. Mudler made many accusations. 23 Q Okay. Haveyou ever been sued by Bee
24 Q Do you recall whether Mr. Mueller 24 Distributing, LLC?
Page 91 Page 93
1  accused you of making misrepresentations? 1 A  Who?
2 MR. BRADY: Objection. Asked and answered. 2 Q BeeDistributing, LLC.
3 MS. MUSE: Please go ahead. 3 A Not that I'm aware of.
4 THE WITNESS: Could you repeat the question. 4 Q Haveyou ever been accused in acivil
5 MS. MUSE: Q Do you recall whether Mr. 5  proceeding of fraudulently transferring a patent?
6  Mueller accused you of making misrepresentations? 6 A That wasin the bankruptcy case.
7 THE WITNESS: A | don't recall the specific 7 Q  Which bankruptcy case?
8 allegations. 8 A  Oneof them. The one-- thetime that
9 | do recall hisbehavior. | 9 Beamwassuing us.
10 aso-- 10 Q Who accused you of fraudulently
11 Q Doyou... 11  transferring a patent?
12 A Sorry. 12 A | believe their attorney.
13 Q No. I didn't mean to interrupt. 13 Q Whose attorney?
14  Pleasegoon. 14 A Beam'sattorney.
15 A | dsorecal that the case was 15 Q Sotheattorney for Beam Distributing
16  dismissed with prejudice and his attorney was 16  accused you of fraudulently transferring a patent,
17  threatened with sanctions by the judge if he ever 17  isthat right?
18  brought acase again. 18 A Yes, that iscorrect.
19 Q Do you recall whether Mr. Mueller 19 Q Doyou recal alawsuit filed against
20  accused you of lying about owning patents? 20  you aleging that you had fraudulently transferred a
21 A | don't recall specifically. 21 patent --
22 Q Doyourecal -- yeah. Do you recall 22 A Yes
23 whether Mr. Mueller accused you of lying about 23 Q -- Toaphony buyer?
24 whether Leitner-Wise Rifle Company owed him 24 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor alegal
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1 conclusion. Vague. 1 would alow you to receive compensation to testify
2 MS. MUSE: Q Subject to Mr. Brady's 2 inthiscase?
3 objection, I'm restating. 3 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor alegal
4 Do you recall alawsuit filed 4 conclusion. Vague.
5  against you aleging that you had fraudulently 5 MS. MUSE: Y ou can answer.
6 transferred a patent to a phony buyer? 6 THEWITNESS:. A | believe so.
7 THEWITNESS: A | -- 7 MS. MUSE: Q And what isthe basis for that
8 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor alega 8  belief?
9  conclusion. Vague. 9 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor alegal
10 THEWITNESS:. A | don't recall aspecific | 10  conclusion. Vague.
11 lawsuit. | recall that an allegation was made to 11 MS. MUSE: Y ou may answer.
12 that effect in the Beam Distributing case, the 12 THE WITNESS: A | may answer.
13 patent was actually sold to acompany based in 13 Because such compensation would
14  France and the United Kingdom. 14  bepaid to acompany in the United Kingdom that
15 MS. MUSE: Q All right. So having... 15  currently funds expenses and which is accounted for
16 A Proof of the -- excuse me a second. 16  intax filings.
17  Proof of the purchaser was provided. 17 MS. MUSE: Q Soit'syour understanding that
18 Q Okay. 18  the compensation you'll receive for testifying today
19 Okay. Have you been a defendant 19  will not be provided directly to you?
20  inany other litigation other than thislitigation 20 A It would be provided to a company.
21  we'vetaked about today so far? 21 MR. BRADY: Objection. Objection. Callsfor
22 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. 22 alega conclusion. Vague. Callsfor speculation.
23 THEWITNESS:. A | --1 can't recall off the | 23 MS. MUSE: Please answer.
24 top of my head, quite honestly, as| sit here. It's | 24 THEWITNESS: A | -- | did, but I think we
Page 95 Page 97
1 possible. 1  kind of crosswiresthere.
2 MS. MUSE: Q Do you recall any other 2 It would be paid to a third-party
3 litigation brought against you regarding your 3 company.
4  patents? 4 MS. MUSE: Q And what's the name of the
5 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. Asked and 5  third-party company that will be paid for your
6  answered. 6  testimony today?
7 THE WITNESS: Can| answer? 7 A Leitner-Wise AG, Limited.
8 MS. MUSE: Yes. 8 Q What isthat company?
9 THE WITNESS: A No, | do not. 9 A I'msorry.
10 MS. MUSE: Q Isit accurate to say that 10 Q WhatisLeitner-Wise AG, Limited?
11  throughout your business career people have accused 11 A It'salimited company based in the
12 you of misrepresenting facts? 12 United Kingdom that owns all the intellectua
13 MR. BRADY: Argumentative. Vague. 13 property that | have generated, the patents,
14 MS. MUSE: Please answer. 14 trademarks.
15 THEWITNESS: A Inmy experience, the people | 15 Q Who owns Leitner-Wise AG, Limited?
16 who make such unproven accusations are generally 16 A It'safamily-owned business. | am not
17 guilty of that behavior themselves. 17  anowner.
18 Do you need me to brighten the 18 Q Who ownsLeitner-Wise AG, Limited?
19  lightinhere? | look alittle dark. 19 A It'safamily-owned business. | am not
20 20  anowner.
21 (Discussion kept off the record.) 21 Q Doesyour wife own Leitner-Wise AG,
22 22 Limited?
23 MS. MUSE: Q Okay. Sitting here today, do 23 A  Sheisone of the directors of the
24 you believe that you have little authorization that 24 corporétion, yes.
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1 Q Isyour son one of the owners of 1  received authorization to remain in the United
2 Leitner-Wise AG, Limited? 2  States?
3 A Thatiscorrect. 3 A Asl mentioned earlier, the caseis
4 Q Isthereathird owner whoisaso a 4  pendingintheD.C. district court; but that's
5  child of yoursthat isthe owner of Leitner-Wise AG, 5  something you would need to discuss with my
6  Limited? 6  immigration attorney.
7 A Thatiscorrect, yes. 7 Q After receiving thisletter did you
8 Q Other than your children and your wife, 8 leavethe United States?
9  arethere any other people who own or operate 9 A No.
10  Leitner-Wise AG, Limited? 10 Q  After receiving this letter were
11 A No, there are not. 11 removal proceedings commenced against you?
12 Q Where does your wife and children live? 12 A No.
13 A Wedl, my wife livesin Washington, D.C. 13 Q Areyouinremova proceedings today?
14  withme. My oldest son livesin Richmond, Virginia. | 14 A No.
15 My youngest son livesin Philadelphia. 15 Q What isthe basisfor your belief that
16 Q Andwhat does Leitner-Wise AG, Limited 16  you are authorized to remain in the United States?
17  dointhe United Kingdom? 17 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor alegal
18 A They don't do anything in the United 18  conclusion. Callsfor speculation. Vague.
19  Kingdom. It'saholding company. 19 MS. MUSE: Please answer.
20 Q Doesyour wife have the same 20 THE WITNESS: The advice of counsel.
21 immigration status as you? 21 MR. BRADY: I've stated my objections.
22 A Sheistied to my immigration status, 22 MS. MUSE: Q You understand that your
23 yes. 23  attorneys are asking the State to pay for your
24 Q Do your children have the same 24 testimony today?
Page 99 Page 101
1  immigration status as you? 1 THEWITNESS: A No, | am not of that
2 A No. They're green card holders, both 2 understanding.
3 applying for naturalization. 3 MS. MUSE: All right. Let me check my notes,
4 Q I'll show youadocument. Doyouseea | 4  andthen | think we might be able to take an early
5  document on your screen? 5  lunch -- but | think you're on East Coast time. So
6 A  Yes | do. 6 it might not seem early to you anymore.
7 Q Okay. I'mgoing to mark this document | 7 Okay. | think -- given that it's
8  Exhibit5. 8  12:34your time, | think it makes sense to have a
9 Do you recognize this document? 9  lunch break now.
10 A I'mvaguely familiar with it, yes. 10 Would everybody be happy with an
11 Q Isthisaletter that you received? 11 hour lunch break? Any objections?
12 A | believe so, yes. 12
13 Q Whowasthe letter from? 13 (Discussion kept off the record.)
14 MR. BRADY: Objection. Callsfor 14 (Lunch break was taken.)
15  speculation. The document speaks for itself. 15
16 THEWITNESS:. A It states U.S. Citizen 16 MS. MUSE: Q Okay. Mr. Leitner-Wise, when
17 Immigration Services. 17  wereyou first contacted about this case?
18 MS. MUSE: Q Anddid you in fact receiveit| 18 THE WITNESS: A | was actually contacted by
19  onor around January 19, 2022? 19  amutual associate of Sean and myself, asking --
20 A No. | -- certainly not on that date, 20  because of my knowledge of firearms -- whether |
21 but | don't know when it was received. 21 would be willing to talk to one of the attorneysin
22 Q Didyou receivethisletter in 2022? 22 thismatter; and | affirmed, that, yes, | would be
23 A | would presume so, yes. 23  ifitwasfetthat | could be of any use.
24 Q Sincereceiving thisletter have you 24 Q What was the name of that mutual
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Page 102 Page 104

1  associate? 1  anything that you would consider a methodology t

2 A Oh, | don't recall off the top of my 2 ariveat your opinionin this case?

3 head. | don't recall off the top of my head. 3 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague.

4 It's--it'saFacebook friend. 4 THEWITNESS: A I'm not quite sure how tg

5 Q Andwhen wasthisthat you were first 5 answer that.

6  contacted? 6 | used my experience. | used

7 A Few months ago, fairly -- fairly 7  datathat | had generated during my career to define

8  recent, | would say, in the scheme of things. 8  what | was actudly stating in the report.

9  Certainly not 12 months ago or -- or whatever. 9 MS. MUSE: Q Areyou aware of anyone who
10 Q And what was your assignment for this 10  disagrees with the opinion that you've offered in
11 case? 11 thiscase?

12 A Assignment -- | was asked to provide 12 A I'm not aware of anybody who disagrees.
13 expert testimony based on my knowledge of firearms | 13 |'ve not been contacted. |'ve not seen any
14 andfirearms design. 14  information relating to this matter.
15 Q Andwhat did they ask you to opine on? 15 And | personally steer clear of
16 A Basically, semi-automatic firearms. 16  it. | don't want to know anything.
17 Q Didthey also ask you to opine on the 17 Q I'mgoing to refer to Exhibit 1, which
18  difference between semi-automatic rifles and fully 18  we marked as your expert report in this case.
19  automatic rifles? 19 A Um-hum.
20 A That was understood. 20 Q | have afew questions about it.
21 Q Okay. Other than being asked to opine 21 A Absolutely.
22 onthe differences between semi-automatic rifles and 22 Q Okay. Do you see Exhibit 1, your
23 fully automatic rifles, have you been asked to opine 23 expert report in this case?
24 onanything else? 24 A | do, Kathryn, yes.
Page 103 Page 105

1 A Not to my knowledge sitting here. | 1 Q Okay.

2 might have been, but -- no. I'm going to say no. 2 A Do you mind me caling you Kathryn or

3 Q Andwhat did you do to reach your 3 would you prefer Miss -- | mean...

4 opinionin this matter? 4 Q Either workstoday.

5 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. Callsfor a 5 Under background and

6  narative. 6  qudlifications, you seethat it says-- you wrote

7 THEWITNESS: A | basically -- | have avery 7  formally recognized by the United States government

8  good memory. So that was my first -- my first thing 8 asaleading expertin firearms design. What did

9  wasto go through my memory, think about things. 9  you mean when you wrote that?

10  Youknow, it'skind of like a meditation process. 10 A It'sself apparent.

11 The second stage was to go 11 When -- | mentioned earlier we --

12 through my experience and really the summation of 12 my immigration attorney filed for a national

13 everything that | have personally done over the last 13 interest waiver, which was denied.

14  25years, the observations I've made, realy my 14 As part of the denial, the United

15  experiencein utilizing weapons, my experience in 15  States government -- which was USCIS, but it'sthe
16  designing weapons. 16  United States government -- recognized that had a
17 That's the -- that's what | bring 17  exceptional ability in my field which opened me for
18 tothetable, if | can use that expression. 18  what'scalled an EB -- I've got to get thisright,

19 MS. MUSE: Q Did you use any methodologies 19  pleasedon't quote me-- an EB-1 visa, whichis

20  todevelop your opinion? 20  exceptional ability.

21 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. 21 So it was on that basis that we

22 THE WITNESS: A Can you define "methodology”| 22 filed the PERM application which resulted in the
23 for me, please. 23 1-140 being approved. That document can be provided
24 MS. MUSE: Q Anything -- did you use 24 if requested.
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1 Q Sol'dlike to move -- you included 1  answering my question.
2 imagesin thisreport? 2 Y ou said we maintain a database.
3 A  Yes | dd 3  Who's"we'?
4 Q Let'ssee. Soturning to page six of 4 A Mysdf and my draftsman.
5  Exhibit 1 in your expert report in this case, on 5 Q Whoisyour draftsmen?
6  both page six, seven and eight there are images? 6 A A draftsman. It'sanindividual called
7 A Thereare. 7  David Higgs.
8 Q Wheredid you get these images from? 8 Q IsDavid Higgs someone that works at
9 A Wemaintain adatabase of al our 9  Leitner-Wise, LLC?
10  designs, designs for companies and various other 10 A We have been working together for
11 technical information. So | just pulled from that 11 approximately 20 years.
12 database something that was not the -- so it says 12 And heis compensated by me
13 M16 fully automatic lower receiver. It's-- how can 13 directly. So he's not employed by me.
14 | phrasethisthe right way? 14 Q Doeshework for Leitner-Wise, LLC?
15 It's not the government M16 15 A No.
16  automatic lower receiver. It'sa--a 16 Q Okay. Who owns the database from which
17 non-government -- for want of a better word -- 17 thisimageispulled?
18 representation. It's not acommercial market, 18 A | own the database from which the
19  obvioudly. There's no commercial market for this. 19  imagingispulled.
20 So this would be something 20 Q What--
21 that -- these would be technical datathat we would 21 A Personaly, not corporately.
22 usefor companieswishing to make thistype of lower | 22 Q Andwhat software was used to generate
23 receiver for an appropriate government contract, be 23 this?
24 that an export contract, be that a contract with the 24 A Solid -- Solid Edge probably. It might
Page 107 Page 109
1  United States Military, be it a contract with law 1  havebeendonein Solid Works. It depends.
2 enforcement, that's entitled to do it. 2 | can't tell you from looking at
3 | cannot -- |1 would not show the 3  theimage. I'd haveto actually go and look at the
4 technical data package -- the U.S. Army technical 4  database, which I'm not going to do at this stage.
5  datapackage. 5 But | can clarify, if you
6 So whileit'sidentical, it's not 6 require, whether it was Solid Edge or Solid Works.
7  actualy an M16. | know that's aroundabout way of 7 Q Haveyou ever made aweapon from the
8  saying. | just wanted to clarify exactly what that 8  schematics shown in either figure one or figure two?
9  thatwas. 9 A Havel ever made -- so let's backtrack.
10 Q Sothatwasalot. I'm going to have 10  When Leitner-Wise Rifle Company ...
11 goto back and unpack some of it. 11 Q Wadl, let's answer this question first
12 A Sure 12 andthen I'll -- then | can give you some additional
13 Q Sofigureoneisnot an M16? 13 opportunity.
14 A It's-- 14 Have you ever made a weapon from
15 MR. BRADY: Objection. Misstates testimony. 15  these schematics that are shown in figure one and
16 MS. MUSE: Q Okay. Canyou please... 16  figuretwo?
17 THEWITNESS: A It's--itisanidentical 17 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague.
18  configured schematic image, of afully automaticM16 | 18 THE WITNESS: A | have made -- when | say
19  stylelower receiver; but it is not the government 19  "I", the company | was with have manufactured
20  M16--if I'm making myself clear on that. 20  weapons utilizing those images, but not those
21 Soit'sidentical. It'sjust not 21 gspecificimages.
22 their imagery because I'm not authorized to release 22 MS. MUSE: Q Okay. We'll break it up.
23 their imagery. 23 So, for figure one, have you or a
24 Q Let'sgo back to the beginning of you 24 company that you have worked with ever manufactured
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1  aweapon using the schematic that is shown in figure 1 A It-- essentialy it depictsthe
2 oneexactly asitis? 2 internal machining of an M16 style lower receiver
3 A Exactly asitis, no, not exactly -- 3 Q And what does figure two in your expert
4 well, for example, this one has an integral trigger 4 report depict?
5  guard at the bottom. That isnot -- that'sa 5 A It depictstheinterna machining of a
6  design. It'snot actually been productionized which 6  semi-automatic lower receiver.
7  iswhy I've been ableto sell it -- sall it -- show 7 Q How did you decide which kind of
8 it here because it doesn't contradict any 8  AR-15semi-automatic lower receiver to usein your
9  nondisclosure agreements we have. 9 report?
10 But, in all other respects, 10 A Could you explain "which kind".
11  internaly it's exactly identical to products that 11 Q How did you decide which -- okay. I'l
12 have been manufactured by companies | have been 12 back up.
13 either employed with or worked with. 13 I's there more than one kind of
14 MR. TRESNOWSKI: Can| interrupt real quick. |14  AR-157?
15 There's an unmuted caller on the 15 A There are multiple kinds of AR-15s.
16 Zoom call now. | don't know who that is. 16 Q Sohow did you decide which kind of
17 MR. MAAG: Thomas Maag. 17  AR-15 semi-automatic lower receiver to use?
18 MS. MUSE: Hi, Mr. Maag. Could you please 18 A Wadl, thisis...
19  muteyour line. 19 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague.
20 MR. MAAG: Give me one second. 20 THEWITNESS: A I'd liketo point out this
21 21 isnotan AR-15 lower receiver.
22 (Discussion kept off the record.) 22 MS. MUSE: Q I'mtaking about figure two?
23 23 A  Yesh,soaml.
24 MR. MUSE: Mr. Maag, we are till hearing 24 Q Oh,lsee I'msorry. Please, let's
Page 111 Page 113
1  someaudio fromyou. Sowe appreciate your efforts, 1  back up.
2 and we might have to stop again and ask you to join 2 So tell me again what figure two
3 from adifferent, quieter area. 3 s
4 But for now we'll go forward and 4 A Figuretwo is a semi-automatic lower
5  hopethat you're ableto find a solution. 5  receiver, anditisbasicaly a-- the patent -- the
6 MR. MAAG: Okay. 6  patent of machining in there is the SP-1, the Colt
7 MS. MUSE: Q Thank you. 7  SP-1.
8 Okay. So, Mr. Leitner-Wise, 8 Q Soisfiguretwo apicture of aAR-15
9  turning back to your expert report which has been 9  semi-automatic lower receiver?
10  marked as Exhibit 1. We're looking at page six, and 10 A No. It'spicture -- essentially the
11 we'relooking at figure one. 11  internal machining isa 1964 Colt SP-1.
12 All right. Looking at figure 12 Q IsaCalt SP-1 atype of AR-15?
13  one. Okay. Wasthisimage created for your report? 13 A It'sasemi-automatic rifle that was
14 THE WITNESS: A No. 14  developed in 1964 by Colt.
15 Q When wasthisimage created? 15 Q Why doesfigure two say AR-15
16 A Without looking at thefile, | couldn't 16  semi-automatic lower receiver aboveit?
17  tell you. It was-- it wasjust a case of pulling 17 A For the purposes of the report because
18  out something that wouldn't necessarily cause a 18  wewere-- basically | was showing the difference
19  conflict with our nondisclosure agreements. 19  between an M16 and what is perceived to be an AR-15,
20 Q How many times has the image shown in 20  without getting in to the weeds of what an actual
21 figure one been used to manufacture a weapon? 21 civilian semi-automatic AR-15 is and adding two or
22 A Asl mentioned before, that particular 22 three pages of explanation.
23 image has not been. It'sageneric image. 23 Q Soisfiguretwo anillustration of
24 Q What does figure one depict? 24 partially what an AR-15 semi-automatic lower
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1  receiver lookslike? 1 anytrickshere. Sol wanttobeclear.
2 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. 2 Why do you include -- let's start
3 THE WITNESS: A Let'sback up asecond so | 3 what doesfiguretwo -- isit avisual -- okay.
4 canclarify what I'm saying. I'm trying not to 4 I'll start over.
5  confusetheissue or obfuscate in any way. 5 Isfigure two avisual
6 The -- all modern semi-automatic 6  representation of the semi-automatic lower receiver
7  riflesthat we refer to as AR-15, AR-15 Patton, 7  of an AR-15?
8  Patton -- not patent -- Patton rifles are -- their 8 MR. BRADY: Objection. Asked and answered.
9  origin goes back to the 1964 Colt SP-1. 9 Vague
10 MS. MUSE: Q Okay. 10 THE WITNESS: I'm going to have to come back
11 A It'satotaly different weapon to an 11  tomy statement on an AR-15, what isan AR-15. This
12 AR-15. An AR-15, to be 100 percent accurate, was 12 is...
13 never asemi-automatic weapon. It was fully 13 MS. MUSE: Q | want to giveyou the
14  automatic select fire from start, developed asa 14  opportunity to elaborate, but | haveto insist that
15  military weapon and has always been developed as a 15  youanswer my questions, and so | just -- | would
16  military weapon and has a completely different 16  liketo know, yesor no, isfigure two avisual
17 development path to the civilian SP-1. 17  representation of a semi-automatic lower receiver
18 Q Why did you include figure two in your 18  for an AR-15.
19  report? 19 MR. BRADY: Objection. Asked and answered.
20 A Toshow theinternal differences. 20 Vague
21 Q Theinternal differences of what? 21 THE WITNESS: A It'savisua representation
22 A Of the machining of the inside of the 22 of asemi-automatic lower receiver.
23 lower receiver. 23 MS. MUSE: Q Thank you.
24 So oneis asemi-automatic. The 24 Which AR-15 isfiguretwo a
Page 115 Page 117
1  otherisafully automatic. Andin order for... 1  visua representation of ?
2 Q Isittrue that semi-automatic lower 2 MR. BRADY: Objection. Misstates testimony.
3 receiverslook different on different AR-15s? 3 Vague
4 A Define-- 4 THE WITNESS: A I'm going to try and answer
5 MR. BRADY: Objection, vague. 5  that asbest| can.
6 THE WITNESS: A Define -- sorry. Sorry, 6 It'savisualization of the
7  Sean. 7  internasof an SP-1 and many other lower --
8 Do you mean different colors, 8  semi-automatic lower receivers.
9  different styles... 9 | can't possibly give you alist
10 MS. MUSE: Q Isthisany way inwhich 10  of which manufacturers make them thisway. It
11 semi-automatic lower receivers can look different on 11 dependson...
12 one AR-15 compared to another? 12 MS. MUSE: Q Doall -- that'sfine.
13 A Internally or externaly, please. 13 Do all AR-15 semi-automatic lower
14 Q Interndly in the area depicted in your 14  receiverslook like figure two?
15  figuretwo here. 15 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. Speculation.
16 A There are different ways of machining 16 THEWITNESS: A You're asking meto
17  theinside of the semi-automatic version that still 17  speculate and so...
18  donot alow it to firein afully automatic way. 18 MS. MUSE: A It'sayes, no...
19 Q | think we're getting -- we're getting 19 A No. It'sagray area. | can't...
20  losshere. 20 MR. BRADY: Objection. Argumentative. You
21 I'm trying to ask very basic 21 can't direct the witness how to answer.
22 questionsto understand why theseimages arein 22 MS. MUSE: Okay.
23 here. Sol'll start again, but there's -- I'm 23 THE WITNESS: A | cannot possibly say.
24 not -- these aren't tricky -- I'm not trying to play 24 MS. MUSE: Q Areyou aware of an AR-15
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1  semi-automatic lower receiver that does not look 1 A It'sjust part of the drawing that was
2 likefiguretwo? 2 utilized.
3 A  Thereare-- thereare AR-15 -- well, | 3 | didn't -- to clarify, | didn't
4 don't want to even use the word AR-15. Thereare 4 want to create an image specifically for this
5  plenty of semi-automatic lower receiversthat are 5  report, rather, an image from the series of images
6  visualy configured in different ways. 6  from our database that showed the machining
7 Every manufacturer triesto bea 7  differences between afully automatic lower receiver
8 littlehit different to distinguish themselves from 8  and asemi-automatic lower receiver.
9  therest of the manufacturers. Asking meto state 9 And | think the fact that there
10  under oath that they are all likethisis-- is 10  are symbols on there which some companies use --
11 something I'm not prepared to do because | -- | have 11  there'sageneric -- there's a patent number on
12 knowledge that some may not be. Although I can't 12 there-- was nothing to do with intent of the -- of
13 point to those. 13 theillustrations.
14 Q Sothat'shelpful. You know that there 14 | dso -- and I'm just going to
15  are some that may not be -- so you know -- okay. 15  addthis. | alsodidn't want to give too -- because
16 So, for figure two, you are aware 16  thisispresumably going to be a public document or
17  of some AR-15 semi-automatic lower receiversthatdo | 17 isapublic document.
18  not look like figure two? 18 | didn't want to give too much
19 A  Yes. 19  away inthe differences that could possibly lead
20 MR. BRADY: Objection. Misstatesthe 20  someoneto try and do something they shouldn't do.
21 testimony. 21 If that makes sense.
22 THE WITNESS: A | can answer that very 22 | -- you know, | can obviously
23 simply. Yeah, some havetrigger guards that are 23 provide moreinput if required. I'm just very
24 integral with the lower receiver. Othersdo not. 24 cautious about putting --
Page 119 Page 121
1 Some have slightly different 1 Q Okay.
2 configurationsfor the bow catch mechanism. Some 2 A -- Potentiadly -- information that
3 don't have the stops for the safety selectors. 3 could be potentially used criminally. | don't want
4 | -- these are matters that 4 tobedoing that.
5 individual companies can use on their -- their 5 Q I'mjust going to remind you that |
6  products. What I've offered isageneric -- and | 6  need you to wait for me to ask questions to answer.
7  hateusingtheterm. If you'reinvolvedin 7 A Sure
8 intellectual property, you absolutely loathe the 8 Q Well get everybody home earlier
9  term "generic", but it's a generic semi-automatic 9  tonight.
10  lower receiver. 10 A You said tonight?
11 MS. MUSE: Q All right. What does figure 11 Q | appreciate you being forthcoming.
12 fiveinyour expert report depict? 12 Okay. Soisit your opinion that
13 A Figurefive depicts the position of the 13 thefiring process for an M 16 is different than an
14  pinholefor the Auto Sear in afully automatic 14  AR-15 because of a component called the Auto Sear?
15  configured fire control system. 15 A Widll, it'snot as simple as that.
16 Q What doesfigure six depict? 16  There'salot morethan just an Auto Sear that is
17 A Figure six depicts the absence of the 17 involved.
18  holefor an Auto Sear in a semi-automatic lower 18 The -- the firing patent of the
19  receiver? 19  two -- the fully automatic and the semi-automatic
20 A Doesfigure five and figure six depict 20  aretotaly different, absolutely. And that's not
21 different weapons? 21 speculation. That's not opinion -- that's -- it's
22 A  Yes. 22 my opinion based on observation.
23 Q Why do figure five and figure six have 23 Q Areyou familiar withaDrop In Auto
24  the same patent? 24 Sear?
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Page 122 Page 124
1 A I'mfamiliar with the -- what's called 1 So if I'm firing a semi-automatic
2 aregistered Drop In Auto Sear which is actually 2 rifle-- and | just want you to understand this --
3 classified asamachine gun. 3 | pull thetrigger and | keep my finger on the
4 Q Andwhatisthat? 4 trigger, the gun only fires once because an item
5 A ltisa--it's--it'saninteresting 5  within the trigger mechanism called the disconnector
6  device 6  catchesthe hammer, hitsthefiring pin and stopsis
7 It'saway of alowing the 7  that moving.
8  semi-automatic weapon to function asafully 8 When | release the trigger it --
9  automatic weapon, but in and of itself it won't work 9  thedisconnector catches the main part of the
10  unlessanumber of other things are done to the 10  hammer, and that's called the reset. So at that
11 weapon. Sojust... 11 point, once it's caught the main part of the
12 Q Areyoufamiliar... 12 hammer -- oh...
13 A | wasjust going to say, to clarify, if 13 Q When did you observe aforced reset
14 | had asemi-automatic lower receiver and | put it 14  trigger being used?
15 inaregistered Drop In Auto Sear -- so what is 15 A I'veonly observed them being used on
16  actualy amachine gun -- and went to the range with 16  on-linevideos.
17  it, the gun would not fire fully automatic. 17 MR. BRADY: If | may, just for the record,
18 Q Why not? 18 Mr. Leitner-Wise said, "oh", when | believe he was
19 A Because there are a number of steps 19  inthemiddle of aresponse because there was a
20  necessary to have agun fire fully automatic, and a 20  beeping noise.
21  registered Drop In Auto Sear would not do that in 21 THE WITNESS: Yes.
22 and of itself. 22 MR. BRADY: Isthat correct?
23 Q Areyou familiar with alightening 23 MS. MUSE: | apologize.
24 link? 24 THE WITNESS: That is correct.
Page 123 Page 125
1 A I'mheard of them. I've never actually 1 No, no need to apologize.
2 seenoneinmy presence. I've obviously seen 2 MR. BRADY: No need to apologize. | just
3 pictures. I'm never seen one utilized. 3 wanted to make it clear because the record might
4 Anything | say about those would 4 show him saying "oh" and then -- in the middle of
5  bepure speculation on my part. 5  response and then anew question. | just wanted tg
6 Q Areyou familiar with forced reset 6  make clear that was the reason.
7  triggers? 7 MS. MUSE: Yes.
8 A Yes | an. | haven't used one, but | 8 THEWITNESS: A And essentially what |
9  amfamiliar with them. 9  wanted to do before that beep distracted me was
10 Q Whatisaforced reset trigger? 10  explain -- so that's how it works conventionally.
11 A What -- it'sprobably best describedas | 11 You can't just keeping pulling the trigger.
12 a-- | want to be -- word this carefully not for 12 If you reset the trigger earlier,
13 any, you know, untoward reasons. 13 it enablesthetrigger to be utilized again. But it
14 It's probably a more accurate 14  isonly under the definition of amachine gun. It
15  attempt at doing what bump firing does. So-- and| 15  isstill operating as a semi-automatic trigger.
16  I'venever actualy utilized one. Sol -- 16 And, you know, I'm not going to
17  theré's-- I'm giving you my opinion based onmy | 17  talk about the law and Supreme Court rulings or
18  observations. 18  anything like that because that's for you attorneys
19 It relies on the user having 19  totalk about.
20  their finger in such a position that when the 20 MS. MUSE: Q Arethe on-line videos that
21  rifle-- using the recoil of therifle, it resets 21  you'veviewed of forced reset triggers being used
22 thedisconnector, resetsthe trigger, quicker than |22 publicly available?
23 releasing the trigger in the traditional senseand | 23 A They'reon U-Tube. You know, acouple
24 then pulling the trigger again. 24 of people mentioned it. Obviously, I'm curious
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1  about any developmentsinthefirearmworldand || 1  experience of that. | haven't heard of it.
2 observethem. 2 | think if you'd mention that in
3 Sense you asked, I'm not going to 3 conversation, | would think it was some sort of, you
4 say | haven't ever seen one being utilized. I've 4 know, internet lore or something, something not --
5 seen them on avideo. 5 no. So, inanswer to your question, no, | have not
6 | have no direct experience. 6  heard of anybody using a coat hanger -- I'm sorry.
7  I'venever used one. |'ve never examined one. | 7  Please--
8  don't know actually know anyone who has one. 8 Q Haveyou ever --
9 So my understanding is based on 9 A - Forgive me.
10  what isbeing said on U-Tube videos. 10 Q Haveyou ever heard an AR-15
11 Q Haveyou -- scratch that. 11  malfunctioning and firing automatically?
12 Areyou familiar with a gat 12 A Thereisapossihility that you can get
13 crank? 13 afailureinthefire control group that will allow
14 A - 14  oneor two rounds to discharge.
15 Q G-at,gat. 15 Automaticaly, fully
16 A | think that's probably before my time. | 16  automatically, no. It's-- it's -- generally either
17 1 --1don't know what it is, but it would 17  thedisconnector breaks or the spring fails. So
18  presumably be something to do with aGatling gun. 18  it's-- it's very extremely rare, but it can happen.
19  Sosomeway of... 19 Q Okay. Inyour report you said that
20 Q Okay. If youdon't know, then that's 20  commercial AR-15s have asimilar visual appearance
21  fine. You... 21  to select fire M 16 family of weapons?
22 A | don't know. | -- you hear so many 22 What did you mean when you said
23 things. | honestly -- | can honestly say | don't 23 similar visual appearance?
24 know. 24 A Thesilhouetteis -- the silhouette is
Page 127 Page 129
1 Q Areyou familiar with abinary trigger? 1  identical -- or not identical. Very similar. Let's
2 A | am-- | know what abinary trigger 2 putitthat way.
3 is. I'venever used one. 3 Q Andwhat do you mean by silhouette?
4 Q What isabinary trigger? 4 A Soif you -- you're familiar with --
5 A A binary trigger is-- and | actualy 5  I'mnot belittling you by saying this, but you're
6  don't know how they work. So -- but essentially the 6  familiar with the term "silhouette”.
7  trigger fireswhen you pull the trigger rearward; 7 Soif | have an al-black image
8 andthenif you arein the binary mode, it allows 8  of an M16 or an M4 and an all-black image of a, you
9 thetrigger tofireasyou releaseit. 9  know, semi-automatic rifle, they would look similar.
10 But | don't understand the 10 But then most -- since probably
11 mechanism. | haven't examined one. 11 the mid '70s, | would say most semi-automatics --
12 Q Isabinary trigger away to modify a 12 semi-automatic rifles have asimilar silhouette
13  semi-automatic weapon? 13 because the -- the very clever thing about Eugene
14 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. 14  Stoner'soriginal ideaor design were the ergonomics
15 THE WITNESS: A If by modificationyoumean | 15  of the weapon; and because the ergonomics are so
16  if | put atwo-stage trigger -- atwo-stage trigger 16  good, they have been duplicated across many, many,
17  hasaninitial pull; and then you reach awall, and 17  many semi-automatic weapons.
18  thenyou pull further and the trigger discharges -- 18 So they share avery -- the
19  yeah, it'samodification. 19  position of the magazine, for example, the -- the
20 MS. MUSE: Q Haveyou ever heard of someone | 20  relation of the barrel height above the receiver,
21 modifying an AR-15 with a coat hanger to simulate 21 various elements like that, mean that there's a --
22 automatic fire? 22 eventhough they're totally different -- totally
23 A I'msorry. What an awful visua. 23 different weapons, thereisavisual similarity.
24 No, | -- I have personally no 24 Q So other than the barrel height above
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1 thereceiver and the position of magazine, isthere 1  weaponsare utilized in so many more activities than
2 anything else visually similar between commercial 2 themilitary weapons.
3  AR-15sand the M16 family of weapons? 3 When Colt developed the SP-1 they
4 MR. BRADY: Objection. Misstates testimony. 4 made no -- their marketing at the time made no
5 Vague 5  referencesto the M16. They -- what they referenced
6 MS. MUSE: Q Inaddition to the 6  waslightweight, a hunting rifle, space-age
7  silhouette -- let me state it again. 7  materials, you know, because it was made -- instead
8 In addition to the silhouette, 8  of wood and stedl, it was made of aluminum and
9  thebarrel height above the receiver and the 9 plasticsso -- and, of course, thisis early 1960s.
10  position of the magazine, is there anything else 10  We'relooking at moon shots and things like that.
11 that hasasimilar visua appearance between 11 The M 16 was developed to fight in
12 commercia AR-15riflesand the select fire M16 12 the Cold War against the Soviet adversary or a
13 family of weapons? 13 Soviet-sponsored adversary. A totally different
14 MR BRADY:: Objection. Misstates testimony. 14  path.
15 Vague. 15 Which means the twist ratesin
16 THE WITNESS: A Yeah, | mean, | try to 16  thebarred aredifferent. Thegunisso
17  clarify the -- essentially most European, Western 17 fundamentally different, when you get down to the
18  European and North American semi-automatic riflesdo | 18  DNA of the weapon that -- when | developed a method
19  haveasimilar silhouette to an M 16; but they don't 19  for the United States Army to accurately count how
20  function the same. 20  many shots were fired by aweapon without getting
21 So an average person who is not 21  fase positives -- thisis-- thisis one of my
22 skilled in the art might see a Gallil, for example, 22 patents. We developed that technology, the hardware
23 whichisan Isredli rifle and assume it's an M 16, 23 and software to do that.
24 whichitisn't, butit's -- they look the way they 24 The program for the M 16 would not
Page 131 Page 133
1  arebecausethey have evolved in to avery, once 1  work onacommercial AR-15. It would not identify
2 again, generic style. 2 shotsbeing fired. And, likewise, the commercial
3 It's like people ook the way 3 AR-15 program could not be used on the M 16 because
4  they are because we've evolved into what best suits 4 itwouldn't accurately identify shots being fired.
5 us. It'swhy steering wheels are the shape they 5 And when you get down to that
6 ae 6 level, when you're actually looking at the data that
7 MS. MUSE: Q So another thing you said in 7  isheing produced during the firing, both in the
8  thereport wasthat an AR-15 is a, quote, more 8  M16, both semi-automatic and fully automatic firing,
9  developed product, end quote, than an M 16. 9  and an AR-15, a semi-automatic AR-15 Patton rifle,
10 Can you explain why you think an 10  they're not the same.
11  AR-15isamore developed product than an M16? 11 Now, with artificial
12 A Waell, that's -- that's -- that's kind 12 intelligence, could you load up the program so that
13  of saf evident. 13 it can be used on both, | don't know. That would be
14 The M 16 -- so we start with the 14  speculation on my part.
15  original AR-15 which was afully automatic weapon. 15 But that was -- you know, that
16  That then became the XM 16, then the M 16, then the 16  wasadefinitive moment.
17 M16A1, A2, A3, A4 and so on. Thenthe M4, thenthe | 17 So when | say that | can -- you
18  M4AL 18  know, when | say by any metric in that report, I'm
19 They have avery specific 19  talking about at the absolute base level. What
20  purpose. They are military weapons supplied to the 20  happens when that weapon functionsis entirely
21 United States Military and lots of militaries around 21 different.
22 theworld. Infact, Iran has M16s from the time of 22 And it's not just because one
23 the Shah, and they have one specific purpose. 23 isn't fully automatic. It's because the way the
24 Semi-automatic AR-15 style 24 weapon is configured, the way it's manufactured, the
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Page 134 Page 136
1  partswithin that weapon give that weapon atotally 1 agood timeto take another short break.
2 different signature when it's being used. 2 THE WITNESS: Um-hum.
3 So I'm sorry to diveinto the 3
4  weedsthere, but -- so when | said -- when you -- 4 (Discussion kept off the record.)
5  you mentioned how did | cometo my conclusions, that | 5 (Short recess was taken.)
6  wasoneof my experiencesthat | reached back in to 6
7  becauseit was-- it was very interesting to find 7 MS. MUSE: Q Okay. So thank you for your
8 thatandit -- you know, you'd have to have a 8  time, Mr. Leitner-Wise.
9  different program for different calibers. 9 Isthere any --
10 So the military generally 10 THE WITNESS: A Not a problem.
11 speaking uses 5.56 ammunition. There are some, you | 11 Q Isthereany information that I've
12 know, small-frame M 16s, M4s which shoot different 12 asked about in the deposition that you remember now
13 cdlibers; but they're -- you know, they'rerealy a 13 but didn't recall when | asked about it earlier?
14  very, very smal part. 14 MR. BRADY: Objection. Vague. Callsfor
15 The semi-automatic weapon shoots 15  speculation. Narrative.
16  amyriad of calibers, amyriad; but they're tailored 16 THE WITNESS: A WEéll that -- that needs me
17  for the application of the user. 17 toremember what you specifically asked about. So
18 Q Okay. Haveyou ever had a security 18  I'mnot sure how to answer that.
19  clearance from the U.S. government? 19 Possibly, but | don't -- | don't
20 A No. | have worked on secured programs, 20  know. Sorry.
21 but | have not had security clear answer. 21 MS. MUSE: Q Arethere any answersto my
22 So that was -- that was an 22 questionsthat you want to change before we close
23  interesting experience. 23 thedeposition?
24 Q Who provided access to military 24 A | don't think | need to change
Page 135 Page 137
1 facilitiestoyou? 1  anything.
2 A The United States government. 2 So, you know, based -- sitting
3 Q Which part of the United States 3 hereright now, | don't think | need to change
4  government? 4 anything.
5 A Could be the Department of Defense. It 5 MS. MUSE: Thank you. | have no further
6 could be the individual -- individual unit, for 6  questionsat thistime.
7  example. 7 Does any of the other attorneys
8 So when we were working with the 8  havequestions?
9  Coast Guard, that was provided by the Coast Guard 9 MR. BRADY: | do not.
10  headquarters; and | attended their invite. They 10 MS. MUSE: WEell make sure everybody has time
11 werefully aware of my nationality, had to bring, 11  to come off mute. Doesanyone in the audience
12 you know, appropriate U.S. government ID and 12 here--no.
13 appropriate -- my British ID, had to signin. All 13 Okay. Then, Mr. Brady, if |
14  theprocessesyou go for -- through -- sorry -- go 14  could ask from you and for -- to work with the
15  for -- go through in order to gain access. 15  witnessto obtain the copy of the diplomas and
16 Q How many times have you visited U.S. 16  transcripts that he mentioned for Stafford
17 military facilities? 17 University and the copy of the immigration documents
18 A | wouldn't -- | couldn't even begin to 18  that you believe would have permitted the State of
19  gpeculate. Lots. 19  Illinoisto pay the witness for his time today.
20 You don't just walk in, one would 20 Okay?
21 hope. 21 Sorry. You disappeared from my
22 MS. MUSE: | know we're running up on almost 22 video. Soif you nodded, Mr. Brady, | didn't see
23 another hour. 23 you.
24 Okay. Well I think this might be 24 MR. BRADY: No. | will await your written
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1 request for that information. | -- | don't recall 1 | assume that that was going to
2 therebeing arequest for his being paid today. 2 bepart of the process we are about to talk about
3 So-- 3 with Nick in getting the rough to the witness, so
4 MS. MUSE: Oh. 4  that he would have an opportunity to review it.
5 MR. BRADY: -- | guess there might be. But | 5 And I'm open to hear any proposed
6 offeredto... 6  timelinesin light of the timing that the court has
7 MS. MUSE: | see. That was my understanding, 7  putusunder. It'snot realy -- | don't know if
8  that there was arequest that we would be paying for 8  we're doing anything to the full maximum length of
9  histimetoday; but if there was no request, then... 9  the code right now because of the short timeline
10 MR. BRADY: My understanding -- | believe 10 that we're under, but -- so I'm happy to hear from
11 under the rulesthat we're entitled to seek 11  the State or anybody else on how quickly they want
12 compensation for histime today, but | don't if that 12 it turned around, and obvioudly that's subject to
13 demand has been made. 13  thewitness availability too.
14 | recall there being -- and | 14 But, yeah, we will definitely
15  don't want to go off on atangent on al of the 15  want the witness to be able to review arough draft
16  coordination stuff. 16  and provide any edits.
17 MS. MUSE: Right. 17 MR. REPORTER: Just for clarification...
18 MR. BRADY: But | think there was like travel 18
19  expenses discussed about others who might be going 19 (Discussion kept off the record.)
20 tolllinois. 20
21 MS. MUSE: Okay. 21 MR. REPORTER: Ms. Musg, | assume you're
22 MR. BRADY: But that said, to be clear, I'm 22 ordering the original?
23 not waiving our right to recover said fees should we 23 MS. MUSE: Yes. Thank you.
24 decideto; but | don't know if that demand has been 24 MR. REPORTER: And then anybody else?
Page 139 Page 141
1 made 1 Mr. Brady?
2 MS. MUSE: Okay. I'll revisethat to say, if | 2 MR. BRADY: Yes.
3 any of the plaintiffs intend to request usto pay 3 MR. REPORTER: And anybody else?
4  thewitnessfor histime today, then we will ask for| 4 MR. YSURSA: ThisisTom Ysursa. | anano.
5  further documentation to be assured that we can 5 | don't need anything.
6 lawfully do so. 6 MR. MAAG: Thomas Maag. | don't need
7 MR. BRADY: Understood. 7  anything.
8 THE WITNESS: Absolutely. Absolutely. 8 MS. ASFOUR: Katherine Asfour. | don't need
9 MS. MUSE: All right. If no one has any 9  anything.
10  other questions, the other attorneys, then the 10 MR. LOTHSON: No.
11 depositionisover. 11
12 Thank you very much for your 12
13 time. 13 DEPOSITION CONCLUDED BY 1:25 P.M.
14 MR. REPORTER: If | can get ordersonthe | 14
15  records, that would be great. 15
16 MR. LOTHSON: One other thing. Thisis | 16
17  Andrew Lothson. Real quick. 17
18 | don't know if Sean did this 18
19  dready, but it's something that Sean can decide. | 19
20  Thewitness may want to read and sign the 20
21 deposition. Sean, I'll leave that up to you and Mr. | 21
22  Leitner-Wise; but that's something that we should | 22
23  makerecord of. 23
24 MR. BRADY: Agreed. 24
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1 STATEOFILLINQIS) 1 The undersigned is not interested in
)ss. 2 thewithin case, nor of kin or counsdl to any of the
2 COUNTY OFCO OK) 3 ti Wit fficial sionat . df
3 The within and foregoing deposition of parties. Wi ness_my_ ormia . Signature in and for
4 thewitness, PAUL A. LEITNER-WISE, was taken before 4 Cook County, lllinois on this 3rd day of July, the
5  Nick W. DiGiovanni, C.SR., viaZoom 5  year 2024.
6  videoconferencing, on the 27th day of June, the year 6
7 2024. 7
8 There were present during the taking of 8
9  thisdeposition the following counsel:
10 ANDREW A. LOTHSON, 9
representing
11 the Barnett Plaintiffs; 10
12 EQ&;&;EGALE’ NICK W. DIGIOVANNI, C.SR.
13 the Harrel Plaintiffs; 11 License No. 084-003060
14 THOMAS G. MAAG, One North Franklin Street - Ste. 3000
representing 12 Chicago, lllinois 60606
15 the Langley Paintiffs Telephone: 312.442.9087
16 KATHRYN HUNT MUSE, 13
MIKE TRESNOWSKI,
17 and 14
CHRISTOPHER WELLS, 15
18 representing 16
the State of Illinois; 17
19 18
SEAN A. BRADY,
20 representing 19
Federal Firearms Licensees of Illinois 20
21 and Paul A. Leitner-Wiseg; 21
22 KATHERINE ASFOUR, 22
representing
23 the Randolph County Defendants; 23
24 24
Page 143 Page 145
1 Veritext Lega Solutions
1 and 1100 Superior Ave
2 THOMASR. YSURSA, 2 Suite 1820
; Cleveland, Ohio 44114
representing 3 Phone: 216-523-1313
3 the St. Clair County Defendants. 4
4 The said witness was first duly sworn 5 ly 10th, 2024
5  and wasthen examined upon oral interrogatories. To: Sean A. Brady
. . 6
6 The questions and answers were taken down in Case Name: Barnett, Caleb, Et Al. v. Raoul, Kwame, Et Al.
7  shorthand by the undersigned, acting as T
8  stenographer; and the within and foregoing is a 8 Veritext Reference Number: 6770465
9 true, accurate and compl ete record of al of the Witness: Paul A. Leitner-Wise Deposition Date: 6/27/2024
. 9
10  questions asked of and answers made by the 10 Dear Sir/Madam:
11 aforementioned witness at the time and place herein 1
Enclosed please find a deposition t ipt. Please have the witl
12 above I'efefl’aj to. " Nclo: please Tind a aeposition transcrip ease have the witnhess
13 The signature of the witness was not review the transcript and note any changes or corrections on the
. L . 13
14 waived and the depOS|t| on was submitted to the included errata sheet, indicating the page, line number, change, and
15  deponent as per copy of the attached letter. 14 , , )
the reason for the change. Have the witness' signature notarized and
16  Pursuant to the rules of the Supreme Court of the 15
17 State of lllinois, if deponent does not appear to " ;(zn/vard the completed page(s) back to us at the Production address
. . I own
18 read and sign the deposition within 30 days or make 17 above, or email to production-midwest@veritext.com.
19  other arrangements for reading and signing, the 18 ) o )
. i If the erratais not returned within thirty days of your receipt of
20  deposition may be used as fully as though signed; 19
21 andthis certificate will then evidence such failure o TS eter: therreading and signing il be deemed waived
22 to appear asthe reason for signature being waived. 21 Sincerely,
23 22 Production Department
23
24 24 NO NOTARY REQUIRED IN CA
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1 DEPOSITION REVIEW 1 ERRATA SHEET
CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS
2 VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS MIDWEST
ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6770465 2 ASSIGNMENT NO: 6770465
3 CASE NAME: Barnett, Caleb, Et Al. v. Raoul, Kwame, Et Al.
DATE OF DEPOSITION: 6/27/2024 3 PAGEILINE(S) / CHANGE /REASON
4 WITNESS NAME: Paul A. Leitner-Wise 4
5  Inaccordance with the Rules of Civil 5
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
6 my testimony or it has been read to me. 6
7 | have made no changes to the testimony 7
as transcribed by the court reporter. 8
8 9
9 Date Paul A. Leitner-Wise 10
10 Sworn to and subscribed before me, a 1
Notary Public in and for the State and County,
11 the referenced witness did personally appear 12
and acknowledge that: 13
12
They have read the transcript; 14
13 They signed the foregoing Sworn 15
Statement; and 16
14 Their execution of this Statement is of
their free act and deed. 17
15 18
| have affixed my name and official seal 19
16
this day of ,20_ .
7 20 Date Paul A. Leitner-Wise
18 Notary Public 21 SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS
19 22 DAY OF , 20
Commission Expiration Date 23
20
21 Notary Public
22 24
23
24
25 25 Commission Expiration Date
Page 147
1 DEPOSITION REVIEW

CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS

ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6770465
3 CASE NAME: Barnett, Caleb, Et Al. v. Raoul, Kwame, Et Al.
DATE OF DEPOSITION: 6/27/2024
4 WITNESS NAME: Paul A. Leitner-Wise
5 In accordance with the Rules of Civil
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
my testimony or it has been read to me.
| have listed my changes on the attached
Errata Sheet, listing page and line numbers as
well asthe reason(s) for the change(s).
| request that these changes be entered
as part of the record of my testimony.
10

~ o

© ©

| have executed the Errata Sheet, as well
as this Certificate, and request and authorize
that both be appended to the transcript of my
12 testimony and be incorporated therein.
13

Date Paul A. Leitner-Wise
14

1

=

Sworn to and subscribed before me, a

15 Notary Public in and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear

16 and acknowledge that:
17 They have read the transcript;

They have listed all of their corrections
18 in the appended Errata Sheet;

They signed the foregoing Sworn
19 Statement; and

Their execution of this Statement is of
20 their free act and deed.
21 | have affixed my name and official seal

22 this day of , 20
23
Notary Public
24
25 Commission Expiration Date
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Illinois Code of Civil Procedure
Article II, Part E

Rule 207, Signing and Filing Depositions

Signing and Filing Depositions

(a) Submission to Deponent; Changes; Signing.
Unless signature is waived by the deponent, the
officer shall instruct the deponent that if the
testimony is transcribed the deponent will be
afforded an opportunity to examine the deposition
at the office of the officer or reporter, or
elsewhere, by reasonable arrangement at the
deponent's expense, and that corrections based on
errors 1in reporting or transcription which the
deponent desires to make will be entered upon the
deposition with a statement by the deponent that
the reporter erred in reporting or transcribing the
answer or answers involved. The deponent may not
otherwise change either the form or substance of
his or her answers. The deponent shall provide the
officer with an electronic or physical address to
which notice is to be sent when the transcript is
available for examination and signing. When the
deposition is fully transcribed, the officer shall

deliver to the deponent, at the address supplied,
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notice that it is available and may be examined at

a stated place at stated times, or pursuant to
arrangement. After the deponent has examined the
deposition, the officer shall enter upon it any
changes the deponent desires to make, with the
reasons the deponent gives for making them. If

the deponent does not appear at the place specified
in the notice within 28 days after the mailing of
the notice, or within the same 28 days make other
arrangements for examination of the deposition, or
after examining the deposition refuses to sign it,
or after it has been made available to the deponent
by arrangement it remains unsigned for 28 days, the
officer's certificate shall state the reason for

the omission of the signature, including any reason
given by the deponent for a refusal to sign. The
deposition may then be used as fully as though
signed, unless on a motion to suppress under Rule

211 (d) the court holds that the reasons given by

the deponent for a refusal to sign require

rejection of the deposition in whole or in part.

(b) Certification, Filing, and Notice of Filing.

(1)ITf the testimony is transcribed, the officer
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shall certify within the deposition transcript that
the deponent was duly sworn by the officer and that
the deposition is a true record of the testimony
given by the deponent. A deposition so certified
requires no further proof of authenticity

(2) Deposition transcripts shall not be filed with
the clerk of the court as a matter of course. The
party filing a deposition shall promptly serve
notice thereof on the other parties and shall

file the transcript and any exhibits in the

form and manner specified by local rule.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access

controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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EXPERT WITNESS REPORT OF PAUL LEITNER-WISE

SUBJECT MATTER

I have been asked to opine on the mechanical differences between semiautomatic-only rifles that
are generally available to the American public, such as AR-15 platform rifles, and fully-automatic
rifles used by the military, such as M16s.

BACKGROUND AND QUALIFICATIONS

Designer and engineer, with over 20 US Patents and Pending Patents in firearms technology.
Formally recognized by the United States Government as a leading expert in the field of firearms
design.

EDUCATION

Stafford University UK. 1984

Bachelor of Science in the field of Industrial Engineering.
Stafford University UK 1986

Master of Business Administration.

CAREER
1986-1987 UK Government Contractor

1987-1990 Founded Eclipse Strategic Solutions, a below the line design consultancy. ESS was
acquired by publicly traded WPP in 1990.

1990-1994 Joined the International Executive Service Corps. With the dissolution of the Soviet
Union, [ was responsible for the team auditing the Military industrial Complex of western Russia
and the Ukraine.

1994-1996 Two-year contract with the family company Leitner-Wise Kft, in Hungary transitioning
the company from state control to private ownership with principal responsibility in the wine
production and engineering holdings.

1997-1998 Retained by numerous companies wishing introductions into former communist
countries in central and eastern Europe.

1998-2006 Founded Leitner-Wise Rifle Co. (LWRC) to develop new and innovative firearms
designs and technologies based around the AR platform. LWRC was acquired by Koniag, a native
Alaskan Corporation in 2004. I left in 2006.

2007-2017 Acted as a design and engineering consultant to firearms companies enhancing and
developing new and existing products.

EXHIBIT
1
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2017-to Date Founded Leitner-Wise LLC, the US subsidiary of Leitner-Wise AG, the European
holding Company, to develop and market a range of unique Firearms and accessories. Launched
the MARKFIVE and entered into a licensing and engineering agreement with VKTR Industries to
develop their VK-1 rifle.

HISTORY

It is instructive to look at the development and evolution of fully-automatic “machine” guns, or
select-fire weapons, to fully understand the dissimilarity between them and semiautomatic rifles
in common civilian ownership. While they often share similar visual appearance, technically and
dynamically they are far from similar.

Leaving aside volley guns and hand-cranked rotary guns such as the Gatling gun, which don’t
meet the modern definition of an automatic weapon, the advent of smokeless powders as a method
of propellant for ammunition brought with it a new method for cycling the weapon, either utilizing
the recoil generated by the pressure of the combustion process, or a small portion of the propellant
gasses produced to do the same. The ammunition utilized was the larger caliber projectiles fired
from the single-shot magazine-fed bolt-action rifles of the period, which were substantially heavier
than their modern counterparts. The one exception to this was what became know as sub-machine
guns, in that they fired smaller caliber ammunition, generally used in pistols, which, being less
powerful, allowed for substantially less weight and the use of an unlocked breach. These were
principally developed for close quarter combat and personal defense roles.

The paradigm shift in weapon design occurred in Germany in the late 1930’s, where for mainly
economic, strategic, and lack of resource reasons, the development of what became known as the
“intermediate cartridge” began. As the name suggests, an intermediate cartridge sits somewhere
between the lower power cartridges generally used in pistols and the higher power cartridges used
in rifles. The rifle designed to utilize this new cartridge borrowed heavily from other weapon
developments of that era in terms of ergonomics and simplified construction. It allowed the
operator to use magazines holding more ammunition than the bolt action and common
semiautomatic rifles fielded at the time. It was also lighter and shorter than other contemporary
weapons, was select-fire, and would have provided a definitive edge in combat, due to its ability
to provide each soldier easily-portable automatic fire. However, it arrived too late in the war to
affect the outcome (thankfully). While the term “Assault Weapon™ is made up, “Assault Rifle” is
not. During its development stage, the Germans designated this new weapon the Maschinen
Pistole, a term for a sub-machinegun, but upon its adoption they renamed it the “Sturmgewehr”—
translated literally as “Assault Rifle.”

Following World War II, development of assault rifles continued; the common and defining traits
being an intermediate cartridge, detachable box magazine, and select-fire capability. These became
true weapons systems and two of the most successful designs were the AK47 and its derivatives
and the M 16 family of weapons.
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TECHNICAL DISCUSSION

Regulation of civilian machinegun ownership in the United States began in earnest in 1934. Prior
to that there were no federal restrictions on automatic firearms, so manufacturers were free to sell
select-fire rifles to customers across the country, unless in one of the relatively rare jurisdictions
that had a local restriction on them. Following the passage of the National Firearms Act in 1934
and subsequent legislation, firearm manufacturers had to ensure that any semiautomatic firearms
they made could not be “readily restored” to select-fire weapons, regardless of whether a separate
select-fire version of that weapon existed. To prevent people from simply purchasing the omitted
select-fire components and constructing an illegal machinegun, the semiautomatic-only variants
were manufactured so that their receivers would not readily accommodate parts necessary for
select-fire function. As a result, extensive and precise machining is required to modify those
receivers not only to allow such components to be installed at all, but to do so in a way that the
converted select-fire weapon would even function reliably.

The commercial AR-15 semiautomatic rifle, for example, has a similar visual appearance to the
select-fire M 16 family of weapons, yet, it is a far more developed product than the M16. It can be
configured to fire many different caliber cartridges, and can be equipped with better triggers, more
reliable internal components, and a vast array of accessories that allow the user to tailor the weapon
to fit them better; all of which increase the safe and comfortable handling of the firearm. Militaries
generally adopt a one-size-fits-all mindset for obvious logistical reasons. The military expects the
individual service member to adapt to the weapon provided rather than the other way around.
Totally unlike the civilian world where the individual can decide what is most suitable for his or
her personal needs.

To illustrate this distinction, the M16 is exclusively chambered for the 5.56x45mm NATO
cartridge. Semiautomatic rifles that are available to the general public, including ones that meet
the definition of “assault weapon™ under Illinois law because they accept detachable magazines
and have certain features, come chambered in a variety of ammunition calibers, from as small as
rimfire .22LR to much larger, like .300 AAC Blackout and beyond. This allows users to choose a
rifle that is best for their intended application: self-defense, target shooting, hunting (small or large
game), competition, etc. The upper portion of AR-15 platform rifles can be changed to facilitate
various calibers for each of those purposes, depending on the user’s need. The M16 does not have
that capability. So while the M16 and AR-15 share features like a detachable box magazine,
ergonomics, and sights, they do not share what is most critical to the designation of “Assault Rifle™:
select-fire capability.

The following is a general description of the mechanics for semiautomatic rifle function; although
different weapons may use slightly different components to achieve the same results. A loaded
magazine is placed in the lower receiver portion of the firearm and locked in place. A cartridge is
manually loaded into the chamber of the weapon at which point the bolt is automatically locked
by mechanical action to safely contain the high pressures that occur when the propellant contained
within the cartridge is ignited. Next, the user releases the safety, selects the semiautomatic fire
mode, and squeezes the trigger which causes the hammer under spring tension to be released. The
hammer strikes the firing pin which in turn strikes the primer of the cartridge, this act of
compression causes the volatile material therein to explode, a flame travels through the internal
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flash hole in the base of the cartridge and ignites the main charge. The rapid burning of the
propellant causes a massive rise in pressure which propels the bullet along the barrel, as the bullet
nears the muzzle end, a small portion of gas is bled off from the bore of the barrel through a gas
port and into a gas block. This gas in turn acts on the mechanism of the weapon to unlock the bolt
from the chamber and start traveling rearward and as it does, withdraw and eject the spent cartridge
case, while also re-cocking the firing mechanism for the next round to be fired. At some point the
rearward travel of the bolt is arrested by a spring which returns the bolt forward allowing it to pick
up a fresh cartridge from the magazine and lock it in the chamber ready to be fired. During this
process the hammer has been captured by the disconnector mechanism so regardless of whether
the user has released their finger from the trigger or still has it depressed, the weapon will not fire
again until the trigger is fully released and depressed a second time.

The process of automatic fire is different in kind. If the firearm is select-fire capable, once the
user selects the automatic fire mode and depresses the trigger, the basic initial series of mechanical
events highlighted above occur until the bolt begins its return stroke. At that point in its travel, the
bolt trips a component called the auto sear, which in turn releases the hammer from the
disconnector, allowing it to strike the firing pin and repeatedly ignite the cartridges presented. This
must happen at exactly the right moment and the bolt must be locked into the chamber, so timing
is critical, as is bolt velocity. If all of these intricate machinations work correctly, the weapon will
keep firing until the user releases the trigger or the magazine empties of ammunition. Any
impediment to that function, even potentially slight ones, will not allow automatic fire.

As mentioned above, weapon manufacturers and the government agency overseeing the firearms
industry have agreed to guidelines to help ensure that semiautomatic weapons are not readily
convertible to select-fire capable machineguns. This means that while the two versions may appear
superficially similar from the outside, internally they are two very different machines. The select-
fire variant goes through more manufacturing processes than the semiautomatic variant and while
post-production modification of a semiautomatic firearm to a select-fire variant is possible, it is
not necessarily desirable or within the capabilities of an average user. A detailed and precise
engineering description is not necessary, and I do not wish to publish a guide on how to make a
machine gun, but a shortened explanation of the process allows understanding of what needs to be
done to demonstrate its complexity. Of course, I’'m more than willing to testify in much more detail
if and when required.

To make the above-mentioned modifications, the semiautomatic lower receiver must be securely
fastened in a specific fixture and mounted to an appropriate machining center and the datum point
located. A datum point is a specific point which serves as a reference or base in defining the
geometry of the lower receiver and against which all other measurements are made. Once this
point is located, the position of material to be machined can be defined and accurately located on
the part. The first operation, once the correct cutting tools have been selected, is to remove the
material from the lower receiver of the firearm (and in some instances the upper receiver also).
Any metal, particularly forged metal, is subjected to stresses under machining, particularly when
the material is being removed from a premanufactured product, so detailed knowledge is required
as to when to stop the machining process and allow the metal to effectively spring back to its
natural shape. Adjustments then must be made, and any movement compensated for. From this
point precisely sized and located cuts must be made in accordance with the manufacturing print,
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sometimes referred to as the “blueprint” to allow the distinct select-fire components to be fitted. A
particular challenge when working with premanufactured product is it will have a protective,
permanent surface coating, the thickness of which was accounted for during the original
manufacturing process. By necessity, parts of that coating will be removed during the machine
work setting up an additional challenge of obtaining precise dimensional accuracy. This entire
process assumes that the individual carrying out this work is a skilled machinist, with access to an
adequately equipped machine shop, has the necessary production prints, holding fixtures, required
cutting tools, and precise measuring equipment. Even at that point, reliable function cannot be
guaranteed as for a select-fire weapon to work issues such as timing, mentioned above, and bolt
velocity can prevent fully automatic fire. Any professional machinist will confirm that it is easier
to make the product from scratch, rather than attempt to re-fixture and remeasure an existing
product for modification. This is especially complicated if the correct fixtures are available.

To illustrate the internal differences between the M 16 fully-automatic lower receiver and the AR15
semiautomatic lower receiver, [ have attached some images taken from the computer program used
to manufacture these different components. For ease of comparison, the graphics begin on the
following page.

[remainder of page intentionally left blank]
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Fig 1. M16 fully-automatic lower receiver.

Fig 2. AR15 semiautomatic lower receiver.
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Fig 3. M16 fully-automatic lower receiver.

Fig 4. AR15 semiautomatic lower receiver.
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Fig 5. M16 fully-automatic lower receiver.

IS PATENT M0 1

Fig 6. AR15 semiautomatic lower receiver.
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It is also my understanding that Illinois restricts as “assault weapons™ any semiautomatic rifles that
accept detachable magazines and have one or more of the following features:
1. a pistol grip or thumbhole stock;
ii. a protruding grip that can be held by the non-trigger hand,
iii. an adjustable, folding, or detachable stock;
iv. a flash suppressor; and
v. a shroud attached to the barrel or that partially or completely encircles the barrel,
allowing the bearer to hold the firearm with the non-trigger hand without being burned,
but excluding a slide that encloses the barrel.

As a firearm designer with a particular focus on AR-platform rifles, it is my opinion that none of
these features is specifically tailored to rifles capable of fully-automatic fire nor for those in
military use. Rather, each of these features is designed to facilitate the proper, safe, comfortable,
and effective use of certain rifles; particularly rifles based on the AR-15 platform. Anything that
improves the safe and effective use of firearms is a good thing.

CONCLUSION

Semiautomatic-only rifles that are properly manufactured in accordance with legal and industry
specifications cannot be considered the equivalent of M16s by any metric, as they lack the
fundamental internal characteristic of that weapon system, select-fire capability. External
similarities that they share, such as pistol grips, flash suppressors, barrel shrouds, and
adjustable/removable stocks, and that make no difference in the rifle’s mechanical function, such
as rate of fire or capacity of ammunition, only serve to facilitate their comfortable and proper use,
which is always a good thing.

All of my opinions are offered to a reasonable degree of engineering and/or mechanical certainty,
based on my training and experience described above.

COMPENSATION

I am being compensated at the rate of $180.00 per hour.

Dated: May 10, 2024 /s/ Paul Leitner-Wise
Paul Leitner-Wise




Case 3:23-cv-00209-SPM Document 232-2 Filed 09/13/24 Page 90 of 107 Page ID #14139

3 Case 1:17-cv-00130-LO-JFA Document 5 Filed 03/24/17 Page 1 of 10 PagelD# 38

-  FiLEp
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

For The Eastern District Of Virginia, Alexandria mn AR 2y P
I: 37

:C
In Re: PAUL ANDREW LEITNER-WISE , Civil: 1:17¢v130 kE%?(XPSJD%SAm\II%GggFRT
’ A
Bankruptcy 16-13784
BRIEF ON APPEAL FROM THE BANKRUPTCY COURT

Pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 8014, the following Brief is filed with the District Court
from order of the Bankruptcy Court, Eastern District of Virginia, Alexandria. The Appellant
appeals the Administrative dismissal order of the Clerk of the Bankruptcy Court for failure to
make a timely payment of fee(s) which were fully paid simultaneously, after a medical
emergency, then made final by a Bankruptcy Judge’s denial of a motion to vacate that

administrative order, in itself amounting to a Dismissal, from the Bench.
Statement of Interest

There are no Corporate or non-natural parties requiring a corporate disclosure statement under

Bankruptcy Rule 8012.

Statutes, and other authorities including their use in this Brief are:
11 US.C. § 1129(a)
* Carolin Corp. v. Miller, 886 F.2d 693, 699 (4th Cir. 1989).

In re Coleman, 426 F.3d 719 (4th Cir. 2005)

EXHIBIT
2
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In re Dunes Hotel Assocs., 188 B.R. 162, 170 (Bankr. D.S.C. 1995)
In Re Schofield-Johnson, LLC, Case 09-81347, Bankr. M.D. N.C. (2010)
Jurisdiction

(A)  The Bankruptcy Court, acting on reference from this District Court, has jurisdiction over
the subject matter of this proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 151, 157 and 1334, and Order of
Reference entered by the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. This is
a core proceeding within the meaning of 28 U.S.C. § 157(b)(2)(A), (G), and (O), which this
Court has the jurisdiction to hear and determine. This Appellant filed Bankruptcy in the Court

from which this Appeal arises.

(B)  The District Court maintains its original jurisdiction itself, and through the Order of

Reference, as indicated above.

(C)  The Bankruptcy dismissed the matter on January 19, 2017. Notice of Appeal was made

on January 31, 2017.

(D)  The appeal is from a final judgment, and Order of the Bankruptcy Court of this District,

including the clerk administrative Dismissal of December 13, 2016, and from an Order resulting
from a Motion to vacate that administrative dismissal, denying in January, 2017 the vacating of
the Clerk’s administrative Order amounting to a Dismissal in itself, from the Bench. See

Transcript in the Record. A timely appeal was taken.
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Statement of Facts

I am a citizen of the United Kingdom. I am the named inventor of ten United States Patents in
the field of weapons design. One of my most successful inventions is a short-stroke gas piston
operating system for the AR15/M16/M4 family of weapons. My invention eliminates the
inherent shortcomings of the original direct impingement operating system used by United States
military rifles. My invention means that the weapon operates cleaner, cooler and with greater
accuracy leading to greater reliability, longer service life and increased survivability for the user.
My invention is use with various United States law enforcement agencies, State and Federal, the
DEA, the Pentagon Force Protection Agency, various specialized units of the United States

Military and some of the closest allies of the United States.

In 1998 I was one of the founders of Leitner-Wise Rifle Co., Ltd in the United Kingdom and in
1999 I was instructed by the board of directors to set up a wholly owned United States based
subsidiary called Leitner-Wise Rifle Co., Inc. (LWRC) and serve as its president under an L1A
Intracompany Transferee Executive or Manager non-immigrant Visa. In 2000, my family joined
me and immigrated permanently to the United States and we began the process of applying for I-
485 permanent resident (Green Card) status which L1A Visa holders are entitled to do. During
this time I continued building the company, developing and patenting unique and revolutionary

products.

In 2004, a majority shareholding in the US company, LWRC, was taken by Koniag, Inc. a Super

8A Native Alaskan Corporation, following which LWRC received a $20 million contract to



Case(28-t1100200BBW L DJEmdno@dRent bildeiled/03/24/1Padag8 4fdfdD HrapeDB #14142

supply the United States Coast Guard with my exclusive products. LWRC was valued at $11
million at that time. In 2006, Koniag, Inc. divested its interest in LWRC and returned its
ownership to the management of LWRC, I was still the largest single shareholder at that time
and held an employment contract that entitled me to royalties for my inventions and various

other benefits including a penalty for early termination

In late 2006 my employment with LWRC was terminated in contravention to the contractual
terms by the new management. I obtained legal representation to enforce the termination clauses
and penalties of my employment contract. However, in order to attempt to relieve themselves of
this, LWRC falsely accused me of embezzlement and had me arrested and attempted to have me
deported. The owners of the company also broke into my office and stole my employment

contract in an attempt to prevent any future litigation.

In January 2008, United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) accepted my and
my family’s application for permanent residency and I was finally removed from all deportation
proceedings in 2010. My attorneys filed for an adjustment of status and applied for a National
Interest Waiver based upon my exceptional abilities in my field. Although I met all the
requirements necessary by law, USCIS denied my application, but in their denial they admitted
my exceptional ability status. This allowed my attorneys to file for a First Preference EB-1
Employment-Based Immigration petition. In 2015, my petition was approved and an I-140 was

issued by USCIS. EB-1 status allows for immediate granting of permanent residency. As of the
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date of filing this appeal, I have not received my 1-485. I have an offer of employment that I will

be able to start once the 1-485 is approved.

Since forming the company in 1998, Leitner-Wise has established itself and a worldwide high
quality brand. While I am personally synonymous with that brand and have developed all the
products marketed under that brand identity, due to the continuing nature of my immigration

status, I have been unable to receive any financial benefit from the revenues generated by my

inventions and remain in a uncertain legal status in the United States.

In 2015, I was included in two lawsuits against my prospective employer. I am neither an owner
nor employee of the company. Yet despite this, and due to the incompetence of the attorneys
retained by the company, I was personally included in a $4 million default judgment against the
company. Beam v. Leitner-Wise Manufacturing, LLC, CL15-686, Circuit Court of Henrico
County, Virginia. The Supreme Court of Virginia refused to hear the appeal against this

unsound default judgment due to the lack of a court reporter and transcript of the proceedings.

My home was purchased in 2003 using what has become known as a toxic mortgage. After three
years of paying an interest only repayment of 7.25%, the mortgage converted to an ARM with a
percentage rate of 14%. Despite being sold this mortgage on the basis that I would be able to

refinance it on the three-year anniversary, this coincided with the property crash and even with
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the amount of equity in the property, no lenders would provide a loan. The existing lender has

refused to reduce the interest rate.

In 2016, following discovery in an old file held by an attorney of copies of my previously stolen
employment contract, I was able to file suit against LWRCI for patent infringement and failure to
pay the royalties due under my original contract and assignments. The amount of damages is
likely to be in excess of $5 million. Additionally, I need to file a malpractice suit against the

attorneys whose gross misconduct led to the $4 million judgment against me.
Argument

The Bankruptcy Court stated that there was no reason to deny the motion to vacate the
Clerk’s administrative dismissal regarding the then fully paid fee schedule, but the Bankruptcy
Judge’s Order or opinion from the Bench went further and inter alia based the actual dismissal
on a misapplication of the law, failing to even consider the law of this Fourth Circuit in Carolin
Corp. v. Miller, 886 F.2d 693, 699 (4th Cir. 1989), and In re Coleman, 426 F.3d 719 (4th Cir.

2005), and followed by In re Dunes Hotel Assocs., 188 B.R. 162, 170 (Bankr. D.S.C. 1995).

The Record and facts and the Bankruptcy case Record has no evidence of any bad faith or
lack of good faith by this Appellant, and the Bankruptcy Court never addressed such issues in
any way, thus in clear error. In addition, the Bankruptcy Judge did not follow the law of this
Circuit which does not allow any form of presumption of futility of the Appellant’s potential
Chapter 11 Plan of Reorganization which will involve pending litigation as Plaintiff in other
Court(s) and his portfolio of Patents held. As a matter of law the Bankruptcy Court was in clear

Error, with one prong and/or the other prong tested in Carolin Corp v. Miller, 886 F.2d 693 699
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(4™ Cir. 1989), and its support. Thus, the District Court’s review of the Dismissal(s) should be
de novo, and the District Court should reverse the Bankruptcy Court and reinstate the bankruptcy

case ab initio.

The Bankruptcy Court stated that there was no reason to deny the motion to vacate the Clerk’s
administrative dismissal regarding the then fully paid fee schedule, but the Bankruptcy Judge’s
Order or opinion from the Bench went further and inter alia based the actual dismissal on a
misapplication of the law, failing to even consider the law of this Fourth Circuit in Carolin Corp.

v. Miller, 886 F.2d 693, 699 (4th Cir. 1989), and In re Coleman, 426 F.3d 719 (4th Cir. 2005),

and followed by In re Dunes Hotel Assocs., 188 B.R. 162, 170 (Bankr. D.S.C. 1995).

The Record and facts and the Bankruptcy case Record has no evidence of any bad faith or lack of
good faith by this Appellant, and the Bankruptcy Court never addressed such issues in any way,
thus the Bankruptcy Court has been in clear error. In addition, the Bankruptcy Judge did not
follow the law of this Circuit which does not allow any form of presumption of futility of the
Appellant’s potential Chapter 11 Plan of Reorganization which will involve pending litigation as
Plaintiff in other Court(s) and his portfolio of Patents held. As a matter of law the Bankruptcy
Court was in clear Error, with one prong and/or the other prong tested in Carolin Corp v. Miller,

886 F.2d 693 699 (4th Cir. 1989), and its support.
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Conclusion

The District Court’s should reverse the Bankruptcy Court and reinstate the bankruptcy
case. The Bankruptcy Judge erred in dismissing my case as outlined in this appeal. This has
already caused me personal and material harm by one of the predatory creditors who had me
arrested by Alexandria Sheriff’s Deputies on Tuesday March 21, 2017 because I had failed to

attend a court hearing scheduled during the automatic stay of the bankruptcy.

For these reasons, please enter an order to have the Bankruptcy Court reinstate my bankruptcy.

Most respectfully, this 24th day of March, 2017

éu 1 L

1 Leitner-Wise
917 Juniper Place
Alexandria, VA 22304

Certificate of Compliance.

This Brief contains 1,847 words.
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Certificate of Service

On today's date, I served the United States Trustee with a copy of the above Appeal Brief via

U.S. Postal Service.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF
VIRIGINIA, ALEXANDRIA

In Re: Paul Andrew Leitner-Wise Civil Action Number: 1:17cv 130
Bankruptcy Number: 16-13784

LOCAL RULE 83.1(M) CERTIFICATION

I declare under penalty of perjury that:

No attorney has prepared, or assisted in the preparation of: Appeal Brief on Appeal from the Bankruptcy Court.

7
ignatire Wo Se Party”
Executed on: 3/24/2017 (Date)
OR

The following attorney(s) prepared or assisted me in preparation of .
(Title of Document)

(Name of Attorney)

(Address of Attorney)

(Telephone Number of Attorney)
Prepared, or assisted in the preparation of, this document

(Name of Pro Se Party (Print or Type)

Signature of Pro Se Party

Executed on: (Date)
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Suit Says Shot Glass Maker Getting
Slippery

CHARLY HIMMEL / March 25, 2015

HENRICO, Va. (CN) - The manufacturer of novelty gun-themed shot glasses e
breached an exclusive distribution contract and began selling the glasses on its
own, the aggrieved distributor claims in a lawsuit.

In a complaint filed in the Henrico County, Va. circuit court, Beam Distributing
Inc. says it has lost more than $750,000 in sales of the shot glass, which is
"styled after the m16 flash suppressor."

It also claims that even before the contract breach was discovered, the
defendant, Leitner-Wise Manufacturing, failed to produce the MuzzleShot
glasses in the timely fashion required under the sale contract.

A flash suppressor is a device attached to the muzzle of a rifle that reduces the
visibility of the flash that occurs when the gun is fired. Several different flash
suppressors have been designed over the years for the M-16, one of the most
widely used military rifles in the world.

Leitner-Wise obtained a patent on its novelty shot glass based on an M-16 flash
suppressor in 2012. As described in its patent documents, the "glass" is actually
crafted from anodized aluminum.

Beam claims Leitner-Wise began marketing the shot glass under the name
"BattleShot," but met with only limited success. Five months later, the complaint
says, the parties signed their distribution agreement.

"The Agreement gave Bean the 'exclusive right' to 'purchase, inventory, promote
and resell the [rechristened] MuzzleShot product within the United States, its
territories, and the countries of Canada and Mexico," the complaint says.

In order to distinguish their product from the failed "BattleShot" brand, the
parties agreed to jointly register the "MuzzleShot trademark. Six months later
the parties signed a revised worldwide distribution agreement, Beam said.

But the distributor says it was never entirely happy with its business partner.
"LWM was habitually late in supplying the finished MuzzleShot glasses to Beam,
and on many occasions failed to deliver sufficient quantities of MuzzleShot that
it promised to deliver to Beam to fill orders Beam had," the complaint says.

Then, in the spring of 2014, Beam says, it discovered that Leitner-Wise had
distributed some of the glasses on its own, and had developed a plan to continue
to do so in violation of the standing distribution agreement.

https://www.courthousenews.com/suit-says-shot-glass-maker-getting-slippery/ 1/3
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Leitner-Wise rejected the distributo'§ 44v5@nt, demanded return of the items
and announced it no longer would maintain a relationship with Beam.

The next day, the complaint alleges, representative Paul Andrew Leitner-Wise
posted on his personal Facebook page, "480 MuzzleShots were stolen from our
engravers by the former distributors. Anyone receiving one after today is
handling stolen property. The Commonwealth's Attorney's [sic] are pursuing the
matter and that is that."

In addition to the defamatory statements on social networks including
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn, Beam says defendant Vanessa Troug assisted
Leitner-Wise in creating the counterfeit website originalmuzzleshot.com, which
stole copyrighted material directly from Beam's website.

The alleged defamation and threats continued throughout the course of several
months, plaintiffs allege, including a complaint with the Better Business Bureau
and a public grievance on the website "Ripoff Report" which urged consumers to
"not do service with this company if you wish to not get ripped off."

Vuog and Leitner-Wise eventually accepted payment for the shot glasses, court
documents say, and after Beam filed an interpleader suit against them, "legally
abandoned" the claims and agreed that Beam was contractually allowed to sell
the MuzzleShot glasses in question.

"The defendants' concerted actions were for the purpose of terminating and/or
interfering with the contractual relationship in the Agreement between Beam
and LWM, so the defendants could sell the MuzzleShot product and reap a
greater profit than under the Agreement, resulting in substantial monetary
damages to Beam," the plaintiffs maintain.

Beam is seeking compensatory and punitive damages and injunctive relief on
claims of defamation, breach of contract, civil conspiracy, statutory conspiracy,
and tortious interference with a business relationship.

The distributor is represented by S. Keith barker of Glen Allen, Va.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN

STEPHEN M. MUELLER,
ELITE TACTICAL ADVANTAGE, Inc.,
and

OPERATIVE SOLUTIONS, LLC,

Plaintiffs,
VSs. Case No. 15-CV-1276

PAUL LEITNER-WISE,
VANESSA TRUOG,
and

LEITNER-WISE MANUFACTURING, LLC,

Defendants.

Civil Complaint

1. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action due to the parties’
diversity of citizenship. Plaintiff Stephen M. Mueller is a resident of Wisconsin;
Plaintiff Elite Tactical Advantage, Inc. is a Wyoming corporation with its principal
place of business in Wyoming; and Plaintiff Operative Solutions, LLC, is a Wisconsin
limited liability company, with its principal of business in Wisconsin.

Defendant Paul Leitner-Wise is a citizen of the United Kingdom and a resident of
Virginia; Defendant Vanessa Truog is a resident of Virginia; and Defendant Leitner-
Wise Manufacturing is a Virginia limited liability company with its primary place of
business in Virginia.

2. Between approximately June 4t%, 2013 and December 31st, 2013, Plaintiffs
shipped gun parts, valued at approximately $300,000, to Defendants. Defendants
were unable to pay the purchase price, and offered Plaintiffs a 30% share in Leitner-
Wise Manufacturing, LLC, in exchange for the forgiveness of the debt. In so offering,
Defendants made the following misrepresentations: First, that Defendant Leitner-
Wise Manufacturing, LLC owned certain highly valuable patents; second, that LWRC
International owed Defendant Leitner-Wise approximately $5,000,000 in royalties,
which he promised he would invest into Leitner-Wise Manufacturing, LLC; and

Case 1:15-cv-01276-WCG Filed 10/27/15 Page 1 of 2 Document 1
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third, that Defendant. Leitner-Wise had over 200,000 Twitter followers, allegedly
giving Leitner-Wise Manufacturing, LLC considerable social media “reach”.

After agreeing to forgive the debt, Plaintiffs discovered first, that Defendant Leitner-
Wise Manufacturing, LLC did not own the patents Defendants claimed it owned;
second, that LWRC International did not owe Defednant Leitner-Wise any royalties;
and third, that the vast majority of Defendant Leitner-Wise’s Twitter followers were
fraudulent. The Defendants knew these representations were untrue, made them
with the intent to induce Plaintiffs to forgive the debt, and justifiably induced
Plaintiffs to forgive the debt.

3. In February 2015, Plaintiffs shipped gun parts worth approximately $150,000 to
Defendants pursuant to a sales agreement. Defendants refused to pay for the goods.

4. In August 2015, Defendant Leitner-Wise told one of Plaintiffs’ clients, H&M
Manufacturing, that Plaintiff Mueller had “ripped him off” in previous business
dealings. This statement was untrue, and it led H&M Manufacturing to terminate its
business relationship with Plaintiffs.

5. Finally, in October 2015, Defendant Leitner-Wise told Rainier Arms, also a
business partner of the Plaintiffs’, that Plaintiff Mueller had pirated blue prints
belonging to Defendant Leitner-Wise. This statement was untrue and damaged
Plaintiffs’ business relationship with Rainier Arms.

6. The Plaintiffs request a jury trial in this action.

Dated, October 26th, 2015

s/Rodman Streicher

Attorney Rodman Streicher
WI State Bar No. 1091415
Ryder Legal Group

103 W. College Ave., Ste. 1023
Appleton, WI 54911

920 213 2744
rod@ryderlegalgroup.com

Case 1:15-cv-01276-WCG Filed 10/27/15 Page 2 of 2 Document 1
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Case 1:22-cv-01136-JMC Document 8-9 Filed 08/10/22 Page 1 of 7

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

January 19, 2022 201 Regency Exceutive Park Drive
Charlotte, NC 28217

PITLI arics .

“Negso U.S. Citizenship

and Immigration

Son_Uy
10

ety Services
HASSAN AHMAD
1l
8133 LEESBURG PIKE STE 801
VIENNA, VA 22182 MSC2090773333

RE: PAUL ANDREW LEITNER WISE
1-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or
Adjust Status

I}

A078-151-390

DECISION
Dear PAUL LEITNER WISE:

On February 20, 2020, you filed a Form 1-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust
Status, with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) under section 245 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (INA). You filed Form I-485 based on being the beneficiary of an
employment-based immigrant petition.

After a thorough review of your application, we must inform you that we are denying your
application. To qualify for adjustment under INA 245, an applicant must:

e Be inspected and admitted or inspected and paroled into the United States;

o Be eligible to receive an immigrant visa;

o Be admissible to the United States for permanent residence; and

e Have an immigrant visa immediately available at the time the application is filed.

AT O

You must demonstrate that you are eligible to adjust status to a lawful permanent resident (LPR). See
Title 8, Code of Federal Regulations (8 CFR), section 245.1.
Statement of Facts and Analysis, Including Reason(s) for Denial

You initially submitted the following evidence in support of your application:

e Form [-797, Approval Notice for Form [-140 (SRC-15-209-50150)
e Form I-485 Supplement J

e A copy of your L1 visa issued 07/21/2006 from you passport

e A copy of your passport biographic page

e A copy of your birth certificate

e A copy of your marriage certificate

e A copy of an Official RAP Sheet Cover Sheet =
o Copies of three receipts for fees paid

¢ A copy of an Order of the Immigration Judge

e Copies of previous EAD cards issued to you and your spouse

e A copy of correspondence from Sam Hwang to you

EXHIBIT
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On September 30, 2021, USCIS issued a Notic;e# %t4 ﬂ’-l?e?lt to Deny (NOID) advising you that the
evidence supporting the application was insufficient to establish your eligibility for adjustment at the
time you filed the application. Specifically, the NOID stated that your L1A visa valid from 06/20/2006
ro 07/29/2007 was revoked and you were not in a lawful non-immigrant status. You responded to the
NOID on November 2, 2021.

After reviewing the evidence, USCIS records indicate that you are ineligible for the following
reason(s):

e USCIS acknowledges you did not receive the Notice of Intent to Terminate or the Termination
Notice.

e Your L1A non-immigrant visa was valid from 06/20/2006 to 07/29/2007

e You filed Form I-485 (SRC0809553944) on 04/25/2007

¢ On 02/13/2020, Form I-485 (SRC0809553944) was denied

¢ Pending Form 1-485s and approved Form [-140s do not grant any type of immigration status,
therefore, when the Form 1-485 (SRC0809553944) was denied, you were out of status and had
been since the L1A visa expired on 07/29/2007 (See PM vol 7, part b, ch 4, at footnote 43 and
8 CFR 245.1(d)(1)(ii))

o There is no technical reason why you did not maintain your non-immigrant status

INA 245(c)(2) bars an adjustment application by an alien:

e “who is in unlawful immigration status on the date of filing the application for adjustment of
status™ or

e “who has failed (other than through no fault of his own or for technical reasons) to maintain
continuously a lawful status since entry into the United States.”

On the date you filed your most recent I-485, you were out of status, as your L1A visa had expired in
2007, and your first [-485 application was denied on 2/13/2020. You also failed to

continuously maintain your status since the expiration of your L1A visa on 7/20/2007. You have not
established that you are eligible for adjustment under INA 245. Therefore, USCIS must deny your
Form I-485.

The evidence of record shows that, when you filed your application, you were present in the United
States contrary to law. You are not authorized to remain in the United States. If you fail to depart the
United States within 33 days of the date of this letter, USCIS may issue you a Notice to Appear and
commencce removal proceedings against you with the immigration court. This may result in your being
removed from the United States and found ineligible for a future visa or other U.S. immigration
benefit. See sections 237(a) and 212(a)(9) of the INA.

To review information regarding your period of authorized stay, check travel compliance, or find
information on how to validate your departure from the United States with Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), please see (https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home).

You may not appeal this decision. However, if you believe that the denial of your Form 1-485 is in
error, you may file a motion to reopen or a motion to reconsider using Form I-290B, Notice of Appeal
or Motion. The grounds for a Motion to Reopen and Motion to Reconsider are explained in 8 CFR
103.5(a). You must file Form I-290B within 30 days of the date of this decision if this decision was
served in person, or within 33 days if the decision was served by mail. See 8 CFR 103.5(a) and
103.8(b). Note: You must follow the most current filing instructions for Form 1-290B, which can be

found awww.uscis.gov.

To access Form 1-290B or if you need additional information, please visit the USCIS Web site at

(LNTRT T U TR TR
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www.uscis.gov or call the USCIS Contact Ccng:éxlﬁ):l'ISf?cc at 1-800-375-5283. You may also contact
the USCIS office having jurisdiction over your current place of residence.

NOTE on Employment Authorization Document: Any employment authorization based upon this
Form 1-485 is automatically terminated if the expiration date on the employment authorization
document has been reached. See 8 CFR 274a.14(a)(1)(i). Since this Form [-485 is denied, the
condition upon which your employment authorization was based no longer exists. Any unexpired
employment authorization based upon this Form 1-485 is revoked as of 18 days from the date of this
notice, unless you submit, within 18 days, proof that your Form [-485 remains pending. See 8 CFR
274a.14(b)(2). The decision by the district director shall be final and no appeal shall lie from the
decision to revoke the authorization. Your employment authorization document should be returned to
the local USCIS office.

NOTE on Advance Parole Document: Any advance parole document based upon this Form [-485 is
automatically terminated if the expiration date of the time for which parole was authorized has been
reached. See 8 CFR 212.5(e)(1)(ii). Since this Form [-485 is denied, the purpose for which your
advance parole document was issued has been accomplished. Any unexpired advance parole
document issued to you based upon this Form [-485 is terminated as of the date of this notice. See 8
CFR 212.5(e)(2)(i). Your advance parole document should be returned to the local USCIS office.

Sincerely,

Christopher M. Heffron
Field Office Director
Officer: NC1016

cc: HASSAN AHMAD
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